
WKTV COMMUNITY ISSUES
JANUARY – MARCH 2020

The following issues were discussed on the indicated broadcasts of WKTV NEWSChannel 2’s local 
newscasts:

Education

1/26/20: As part of Catholic Schools Week, Rome Catholic Schools held a fundraiser and open house to 
bring awareness to the financial needs of Catholic schools. 1:00 VO/SOT at 6:00p.

2/12/20: The Oneida County Legislature unanimously voted to allow the installation of cameras on the 
outside of school buses in an effort to encourage traffic safety. 1:55 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

2/26/20: Law enforcement, first responders, and school personnel were given lessons and 
recommendations on how to deal with someone focused on a mass shooting. 2:30 packages at 5:00p 
and 6:00p. 

3/14/20: The Utica City School District held a special board meeting and released its plan to continue 
education in the wake of statewide shutdowns during the coronavirus pandemic. 2:25 package at 6:00p. 

3/18/20: School districts are distributing materials to parents and students to prepare them for distance 
learning for the remainder of the school year. 2:15 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

Health/Medical

1/16/20: Whitesboro students held a rally and seminar as part of National “#QuitLying” Day to bring 
awareness to the dangers of smoking and vaping. 2:15 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p.

2/14/20: Mohawk Valley Health System says it is prepared to accept patients if and when the 
coronavirus comes to the Utica area. 2:10 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

2/29/29: The Oneida County Health Department and Rome Hospital held Hepatitis A vaccination clinics 
after an employee at a local pizzeria was found to have contracted the virus. 2:10 package at 6:00p.

3/17/20: At a news conference, the Oneida County Executive announces the first confirmed case of 
Coronavirus in the county. 2:00 package at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

3/31/20: The Oneida County Executive announces the first death from the coronavirus in the county. 
1:35 package at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

Environment

1/14/20: The state is proposing a ban on single-use polystyrene, or ‘styrofoam’, containers. 2:00 
packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 



2/12/20: Between non-recyclable candy boxes and cellophane candy wrappers, many remnants of the 
Valentine’s Day holiday end up in the trash. :55 VO/SOT at noon. 

2/18/20: The Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority now has a facility that takes food waste and 
converts it to energy, removing 22% of the waste from the regional landfill. 4:30 live interview at 5:00p. 

2/29/20: Some local flood victims are looking into a federal program to take out a low interest loan to 
help them find new housing. 2:55 package at 6:00p. 

3/1/20: The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation says the state has agreed to 
delay enforcement while it fights a lawsuit filed by a plastic bag manufacturer and convenience store 
owners who call the state’s ban on single-use bags unconstitutional. 2:45 package at 6:00p.

Economy

1/21/20: Mohawk Valley Health System hired consultants to recommend redevelopment opportunities 
for repurposing the Faxton, St. Luke’s and St. Elizabeth’s campuses once the new hospital is in use. 1:40 
VO/SOT at noon. 

2/19/20: The Utica Common Council passed a resolution Wednesday night to remove the Charles Town 
Mall parcel from the City of Utica's tax roll. 1:30 package at 10:00p and 11:00p. 

3/14/20: Revelers visited Varick Street in Utica, a local bar and restaurant district, despite the 
cancellation of the St. Patrick’s Day parade amid coronavirus concerns. 1:00 VO/SOT at 6:00p. 

3/16/20: The state ordered all bars to close and restaurants to only offer takeout or delivery in an effort 
to stop the spread of coronavirus. 2:30 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

3/30/20: Local manufacturers started making masks and other protective equipment to fill a need in the 
community and keep themselves in business. 2:50 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

Politics

2/3/20: Utica Mayor Robert Palmieri discussed his plans for the $72.5 million 2020-21 budget at a 
meeting with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment on Monday. 2:20 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p.

2/6/20: The Utica Common Council discussed the issue of bail reform and urged the state to amend its 
recently enacted criminal justice reform legislation. :55 VO/SOT at 10:00p and 11:00p. 

2/11/20: The Utica Police Chief spoke about officer recruiting at a community form as the Common 
Council debates whether to relax the residency requirements for department personnel. 1:50 package 
at 10:00p and 11:00p. 



2/28/20: The Herkimer County Chamber of Commerce held its annual Legislative Breakfast event Friday 
morning to allow residents a chance to talk with local representatives. 1:15 VO/SOT at 12:00p.

3/31/20: Local governments are changing their meeting and office procedures in order to observe social 
distancing and still conduct business. 2:20 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p.


