
WKTV COMMUNITY ISSUES
APRIL – JUNE 2019

The following issues were discussed on the indicated broadcasts of WKTV NEWSChannel 2’s 
local newscasts:

Education:

4/8/19: The Rome City School District is reevaluating its spending plan, after initial budget cuts 
would have eliminated 70-80 jobs district-wide. 1:45 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p.

5/8/19: Candidates for the Utica school board met for a public community forum ahead of 
elections on May 21st. 2:00 packages at 10:00p and 11:00p. 

5/21/19: Coverage of school budget and school board elections across our viewing area. Live 
reports and results in our noon, 5:00p, 6:00p, 10:00p, and 11:00p newscasts as well as on 
WKTV.com.

6/18/18: The Dolgeville School District held a second school budget vote after the first proposal 
was defeated on May 21. Live reports in our 5:00p, 6:00p, 10:00p, and 11:00p newscasts. 

6/21/19: A local musician is holding an instrument drive to “give the gift of creating music” to 
area students. :50 VO/SOTs at 5:00p and 6:00p.

Health/Medical:

4/12/19: Local health officials explain precautions taken in our area after a major measles 
outbreak downstate. 2:25 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p.

5/15/19: A legislative proposal in New York would require new teachers to complete training on 
how to use an EpiPen if a student suffers a severe allergic attack. :50 VO/SOT at 5:00p and 
6:00p. 

6/6/19: The Herkimer County Health Department is holding a series of rabies clinics to urge pet 
owners to prevent the spread of the viral disease. 2:15 packages at 10:00p and 11:00p.

6/20/19: The Utica Common Council approved the sale ordinance of properties owned by the 
Urban Renewal Agency in the footprint of the proposed hospital project to Mohawk Valley 
Health System. 2:00 packages at 10:00p and 11:00p.

6/23/19: The American Heart Association held a brand new event in conjunction with the 
Boilermaker Road Race designed to get people moving. 1:55 package at 6:00p and 11:00p. 



Environment:

4/8/19: Spring brings a double dose of allergies. Interview with a local nutritionist on how to 
avoid discomfort due to a histamine response. 5:00 interview at noon. 

5/3/19: The former Rome Cable site has been designated as a brownfield by the NYS DEC and 
funds have been appropriated for a cleanup project. 1:10 VO/SOT at 10:00p and 11:00p. 

6/12/19: New flood mitigation legislation would designate communities along several local 
waterways as "inland waterways,” making funding available from "local waterfront 
revitalization" programs. :55 VO/SOT at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

6/19/19: A rainy spring has caused delays in some local crops, including the start of strawberry 
picking season. :45 VO/SOT at noon. 

6/20/19: State and local officials were monitoring the Sauquoit Creek in Whitesboro after heavy 
rains caused localized flooding and tree damage. 3:30 live shots at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

Economy:

5/23/19: The former Globe Mills building is being rehabbed into an apartment complex, and 
that means that a major parking lot will be off limits for Brewery District parking. 2:10 live 
shot/package at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

5/31/19: The heavy rainfall tis spring has impacted some of the area's local businesses, 
primarily those specializing in outdoor home improvement. 2:05 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

6/3/19: Herkimer College hosted a seminar for the 500 furloughed employees of Remington 
Arms. The seminar allowed the workers to get information about collecting unemployment. 
1:45 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p.

6/21/19: A new Orgill distribution center is coming to the Griffiss Business and Technology Park 
in Rome — bringing with it hundreds of new jobs. 1:45 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

6/26/19: The recently passed Farm Labor Bill could threaten the livelihood of many upstate 
farmers, but they’re not the only ones who will be affected. 2:05 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

Politics:

4/15/19: Oneida Co. Executive candidate David Gordon claims issues with affidavit ballots in 
New York will affect the results of elections in 2019. 2:25 packages at 5:00p and 6:00p.



4/25/19: Democratic candidate for Oneida Co. Executive Michael Hennessy is challenging the 
county board of elections’ decision to invalidate signatures from petitions he gathered. :55 
VO/SOTs at 5:00p and 6:00p. 

4/29/19: The investigation into a reported physical and verbal incident between two Utica 
Common Council members is complete and the results are released. 1:30 VO/SOTs at 5:00p and 
6:00p. 

6/10-6/21/19: Interviews with the candidates for Oneida County Executive, Utica mayor, and 
Rome mayor in individual one-on-one segments of approximately 5 minutes in length.  

6/25/19: Live team coverage of primary election results, with reporters focusing on the Oneida 
County Executive, Utica mayor, and Rome mayoral candidates. 


