
WKTV COMMUNITY ISSUES- April. 2014-June 2014 

Education Issues: 

4/2/2014: Teachers at Vernon-Verona-Sherrill schools create a video asking students to not 

stress about upcoming state testing, because they know the material….:45 6 p.m. 

-4/4/2014:  More than 100 girls from 10 Herkimer County School districts meet to hear 

successful women discuss career options  :55 6pm 

-5/8/2014:  The Herkimer Central School District has had to cut jobs and programs because of a 

lack of funding. They then came to the community to seek $10 million in funds for a capital 

project for school restorations.  1:45 6pm   

-5/15/2014:  A student at Utica’ Proctor High School gets the chance of a lifetime: To study at 

Harvard Law’s esteemed summer program. But even with financial aid, she’s well short of the 

goal to attend. We feature her and her success she’s had in school – and the community rallies 

to raise the funds. 1:45 6pm  

-6/10/2014: The Utica School District unveils the next phase of construction as part of a Captital 

Improvement Project approved by voters a few years ago.   1:45 11 p.m.   

-6/25/2014: Dozens cram the Rome School Board meeting as Superintendent Jeff Simons seeks 

– and the board approves – a raise. Residents are angry, because of the district’s recent budget 

woes. 1:30 11pm    

 

General Health/Medical Concerns: 

-4/3/2014:  Post-traumatic stress disorder is a very real problem for veterans, and local 

veterans centers are doing their part to help with treatment.  2:00 6pm  

-4/11/2014:  Local residents speak out about the need for medical marijuana and how it can 

help with chronic ailments.  1:35  11pm 

-5/1/2014: An area restaurant serves an Easter buffet to hundreds, but those people in turn 

came down with a norovirus, causing the health department to shut the restaurant’s doors. We 

talk with the restaurant owners about what they’ve done to clean up the place and prevent 

future infections.  2:05 11pm   



-5/9/14:  Consumer Reports magazine rates hospitals who have the lowest rate of unnecessary 

Caesaran sections. One area hospital was ranked as one of the tops in the state when it comes 

to natural deliveries.  2:24  6pm   

-6/5/2014: State lawmakers have presented several forums to discuss the growing problem of 

heroin abuse in New York State. We take a look at what decisions have been reached and what 

legislation has been proposed. Among the options is the increasing availability of Narcan, which 

helps those who are overdosing  2:07 6pm 

-6/30/2014: Gov. Cuomo calls for more funding for HIV testing in order for those who are 

positive to know. We talk to AIDS Community Resource for their reaction, and offer viewers 

information on how to get tested. 2:03 6 p.m. 

Environmental Concerns: 

-4/17/2014:  City of Rome announces plan to clean up the city, including removing garbage, 

planting trees and cleaning shorelines.  :50 6 pm   

-4/22 /2014:  When a company named XNG Natural Gas announces a plan to build a natural gas 
filling station in the Town of Manheim, residents gather to speak out about the possible 
environmental concerns the filling station would present.  :45  11pm 
 
-5/1/2014:  The threat of a train carrying oil derailing as it goes through Utica is a very real one. 
And while the threat of an explosion or fire exists, we talk to an official who says the bigger 
concern is oil getting in waterways, and what plan of action exists if such a thing happened.  
1:35 noon 
 
-5/5/2014:   Residents of the Town of Manheim pack the area firehouse to speak out about 
their concerns with the proposed XNG Natural Gas filling station. Among their concerns is 
safety, traffic and what effect the station could have on the environment in their area. 2:05 11 
p.m. 
 
-6/3/2014: The Department of Environmental Conservation has a public meeting in Remsen to 

discuss options for  21 parcels of forest in the community. Among the options are biking trails, a 

wildlife corridor and more campsites.  :45 11pm   

-6/9/2014: Residents of the Town of Manheim gather again to register their protests against 

Xpress Natural Gas and their plan to build a filling station. Residents voice concerns about 

noise, traffic and environmental concerns. XNG unveils some of their plans to avoid problems.  

1:30 11pm 

 



 

Economic Concerns: 

- 4/4/2014: The Mohawk Valley Regional Economic Development Council meets and discusses a 

STEM initiative at Edmeston Central School, cleaner and greener communities and the 

consolidation of the Village of Bridgewater. :50 6 p.m. 

-4/4/2014: Students from around the state gather at SUNY IT to present business plans for the 

New York State Business Plan Competition. :50 6 p.m.  

-5/6/2014: Leaders of communities in Otsego County meet with New York State Division of 

Local Government officials to discuss using consolidation and efficiency to stretch residents’ tax 

dollars.  :50  6pm 

-5/6/2014: An association for Bagg’s Square, an historic neighborhood in Utica, seeks public 

comment on what people would like to see in the area and the best way to develop the square 

to attract more businesses in an effort to spur revitalization.  1:15 11 pm.  

-6/11/2014:  B&L Bakery has served treats to the residents of Rome for almost 30 years. But 

the owners have decided to retire and close up shop.  :50 6pm.   

-6/17/2014:  A group of local workers board a bus for Albany to call for an increased minimum 

wage. :50 11 p.m. 

Political:   

-4/10/2014: Local Assemblywoman Claudia Tenney submits more than enough signatures to 

qualify to challenge U.S. Rep. Richard Hanna in the congressional GOP primary. :35 11 pm 

-4/14/2013:  U.S. Rep. Richard Hanna receives the endorsement of the Independence Party and 
says the state’s economy is moving in the wrong direction. :35 6 p.m. 
 
-5/13/2014: With voter registration rates among young people at a low rate – not to mention 

registration rates in Oneida County – a group known as Roc 2 Vote aims to get young people 

registered and out to make their opinion heard  :50 6pm 

-5/14/2014: U.S. Rep. Richard Hanna, who is facing local Assemblywoman Claudia Tenney in 

the primary race for the 22nd Congressional District gets a big endorsement from the union at 

Remington Arms. Tenney is unfazed and says Remington knows she’s on their side.  :50 6pm 



-6/10/2014: The Village of Ilion will select a new mayor, and the race is heating up. The 

incumbent was appointed mayor to the village and says she’s just getting started. Her 

opponent, however, says Ilion needs new blood.  2:23 6 p.m.    

-6/24/2014: Primary day as voters select a candidate from the GOP for the 22nd Congressional 

seat. We talk to both candidates on election night to get their reaction to the race.  4:00  11pm   

   


