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WCCU’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 2nd Quarter of 2018:

• Community
• Crime/Court
• Economy
• Education
• Goodwill 
• Government
• Health and Wellness
• Hospice Support Fund
• Susan G. Komen Organization 

Programs that provided coverage of these community issues: 

Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week.

Fox News at 5:30 p.m.—airs Monday-Friday 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

NewsChannel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

Public Service Announcements 



WCCU airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  
Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 2nd quarter of 2018 are listed in 
this report. 

TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY 

Community

April 6, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported the “step up” program of Vermillion County met with a 
special announcement.  The drug abuse group within the “step up” program helps 
people in Vermillion County who struggle with drug abuse.  “Step Up” said the issue is 
that most of the people who come to them cannot transport themselves to a 
rehabilitation center in Springfield or Decatur.  

April 12, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that around 3,000 people went to the Danville Area 
Community agriculture club’s annual ag day.  The special feature of the event was a 
barbeque luncheon.  The lunch consisted of pulled pork sandwiches, applesauce, 
baked beans, potato chips and a soda for only fifty cents, which is about what an 
average farmer would make off of a similar meal.  

April 13, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that thousands of volunteers will gather at the University of 
Illinois’ memorial stadium to package more than 150,000 meals.  The sixth annual 
community and campus day of service is April 14th, where volunteers will donate 
packaged meals to the Eastern Illinois Foodbank, and local food pantries.  Organizers 
said the meals will directly benefit community members in need.  

April 17, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that Champaign County Lieutenant Curt Apperson has 
worked in the county for 23 years and said missing and runaway teens are a common 
occurrence.  When a missing person is called in, he said the sheriff’s department 



gathers the basic information and it is entered into a database for other departments to 
be on the lookout.  He said with little income and supervision, oftentimes he sees 
runaway teens resort to crimes like stealing.  Besides community programs for at-risk 
teens, he said schools play a major role to helping break the cycle.  

April 23, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Peruvian mammal enthusiasts went to the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds to see alpacas.  More than 200 alpacas came to Springfield for two 
alpaca shows.  The Rail Splitter alpaca show and the Inaugural Illinois alpaca and fiber 
fest showcased the best of the best.  Bart Leinberger, Barn Manager, said “They’re 
judged first on the confirmation, walking past the judge.  The judge is going to watch 
their gate; their backs are straight.  Then they are going to check their fibers, see how 
dense they are, how soft that individual animal is.”  

April 23, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the fight against synthetic marijuana was 
boosted with a donation from a pharmaceutical company.  The Bausch Foundation 
donated nearly 800,000 Vitamin K tablets to the Department of Public Health.  Vitamin K 
can help restore blood clotting when taken over several months.  Health officials said 
this will help people who have suffered extreme bleeding, a side effect of synthetic 
marijuana.

May 14, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the Illinois governor’s race between two wealthy 
candidates could be the most expensive governor’s race in U.S. history.  Critics said it 
illustrates the need for a “campaign finance system” that isn’t rigged in favor of the rich.  
Legislators are pushing for a system that would match small campaign donations with 
public funds.  J.B. Pritzker has contributed 76.5-million-dollars toward his campaign and 
Governor Rauner has contributed 50-million-dollars towards his own.

May 15, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the foundation that supports the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum is selling a black dress once owned by Marilyn 
Monroe.  It’s to raise money to repay a loan used to buy artifacts relating to Abraham 



Lincoln.  The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Foundation is putting nine items up 
for auction in Las Vegas.  Julien’s Auctions said the wool dress could sell for more than 
$60,000.

May 18, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the Boys and Girls Club unveiled a new playground.  
The equipment was paid for by a $50,000 grant from Lowe’s.  Along with the 
playground, the grant paid for other renovations including outdoor signs and 
thermostats.

May 21, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that a natural gas leak in Campustown forced an 
evacuation of an apartment building.  Construction crews on John and Locust struck a 
gas line and caused a leak.  Champaign Fire Department and Ameren crews responded 
to the leak and cleared the area.

May 22, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Attorney General Lisa Madigan is leading a coalition to end the opioid crisis.  The 
coalition is pushing for Congress to pass bills to hold opioid manufacturers accountable.  
That includes creating harsher penalties for companies who fail to report suspicious 
activity or keep proper reporting systems.

May 24, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that United Way is offering a new program to help the 
community with whatever problems they may be facing.  It’s called 2-1-1, which is a toll-
free number that connects you with a person who can provide a caller with resources to 
help with their crisis.  United Way said that sometimes people call 9-1-1 when they don’t 
know who to call for their specific crisis.  Katrina Hays, Director of Community Impact, 
said “I’ve heard people call 9-1-1 for the time or where a homeless shelter is.  9-1-1 is 
not equip to do that.  So we’re using community resources as far as fire and police in a 
way that we shouldn’t be using them.”  

June 5, 2018



Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported the Illini 4000 arrived in Champaign after traveling 
more than 1300 miles during a cross country bike ride.  The group was welcomed by 
family and friends.  The cross country ride from New York City to San Francisco is to 
raise money for cancer research and patient support services.  The club has raised 
more than $100,000 and they have only completed about one-third of the trip.  

June 12, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Sergeant Anthony Mannino received the Naperville, 
Illinois Police Department’s life saving award because of his heroic act.  A toddler was 
running by himself in the right lane of a busy highway.  The sergeant pulled over 
immediately and began chasing the boy, who ran away from him.  He finally caught up 
to the boy and pulled him out of harm’s way.  No one was hurt in the incident.

June 14, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that CWLP asked for public comment on a new energy 
plan.  The plan will focus on finding the best way to use resource to provide low cost 
power to meet the communities needs for the next 20 years.

June 27, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that a homeless program held a conference to educate 
people on how to help end homelessness.  Representatives from non-profits, housing 
authorities, and county and local government were present.  To learn more about how 
to help others, such as landlords, to be able to work with those who are underprivileged 
in order to keep people off the streets.  David Esposigo, Executive Director for 
Supportive Housing Providers Association of Illinois, said “It is an epidemic throughout 
the entire state.  I mean, according to the 2017 Illinois supportive work group report, 
there’s over 20,000 households in Illinois that need affordable, supportive housing.   

Crime and Court

April 3, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds



Rachel Pierson reported that 25-year-old Christopher Hutton was arrested for 
allegedly attacking his brother in the 1300 block of Marietta Street in Decatur.  There is 
no word on what official charges he’s facing.

April 5, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Crime Stoppers warned people about reports of 
fake money used to buy items from Facebook and Craigslist sellers.  Police said there 
are two main types of fake bills to look out for.  One bill has pink Chinese symbols on 
the face and the back of the bills.  The other form is movie money and the words Motion 
Picture Use appear somewhere on the bill.  Viewers are asked to call Crime Stoppers if 
they have any information.

April 6, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that conservation officers asked for help finding the person 
who is responsible for the death of five white pelicans.  The pelicans were found shot at 
Newton Lake.  Another pelican was injured, but if recuperating at the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine.  White pelicans are protected by the federal 
Migratory Bird Act and by state law.

April 10, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Jaclyn B. Harris, of Taylorville, was arrested during a 
traffic stop after police found 41 packages of suspected synthetic cannabis in her 
possession.  

April 12, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that 28-year-old Billie Farmer was arrested after 17 
bags of synthetic drugs were found in her vehicle during a traffic stop in Charleston.  
Farmer faces charges of possession of a controlled substance and the manufacture and 
delivery of a controlled substance.

April 13, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds



Doug Quick reported that Lonnie Smith, of Pekin, was arrested and charged with 
drug-induced homicide and unlawful possession of a controlled substance with intent to 
deliver.  The charges are in connection to the death of Anthony Phillips.  Police 
retrieved 3500 packets of K2 spice because of this investigation.

April 17, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Doug Quick reported that 71-year-old Letha Dean was accused of selling 
synthetic marijuana and being held in the Sangamon County Jail on a federal hold.  
Dean is the manager of Mystic Enchantments in Springfield.  A criminal complaint filed 
in federal court showed the Drug Enforcement Agency began investigating an alleged 
drug-ring nearly three years ago.  12 kilograms of synthetic cannabinoids were found at 
her shop.  Dean’s neighbors said they’re shocked by her arrest.  Dean is the eighth 
person to be charged in the federal investigation into the distribution of synthetic 
cannabinoids in Central Illinois. 

April 18, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that former U.S. Representative Aaron Schock’s 
lawyers are seeking to have his charges dismissed.  Schock was indicted in 2016 for 
misusing government and campaign funds, most notably redecorating his office to 
resemble the style of the television series Downtown Abbey.  Schock resigned in 2015.

April 19, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that 29-year-old Colton Figgins faces charges of 
predatory sexual assault involving a 5-year-old girl.  Figgins was arrested on April 17th 
and is being held at the Cole County Jail.  

April 25, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that bond for Dylan Nunn, a Decatur Public Schools 
coach, was reduced from $100,000 to $60,000.  Nunn is accused of sexual misconduct 
and was charged with indecent solicitation of a child and grooming.

May 1, 2018
News Channel at Nine



9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Mattoon police arrested Tytia Cushman and Brooke 
Beltz for domestic battery.  Police allege that during a domestic argument Cushman 
struck Beltz numerous times with a closed fist and a frying pan.  Beltz also struck 
Cushman many times on the head with a frying pan lid.  Both women were taken to 
Coles County Jail.

May 2, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that 30-year-old Travis Vandiver was arrested for allegedly 
setting fire to an Urbana apartment building.  Fire crews responded to a building on the 
800 block of East Kerr, to find a fire had been intentionally set in the hallway.  

May 3, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Justin Carter reported that according to an FBI report, Springfield is the 19th most 
dangerous city in America when you look at the amount of crime compared to the city’s 
population.  They said 1,301 violent crimes, 1250 burglary reports and 947 aggravated 
battery reports were reported in 2016.  Springfield Police Chief Kenny Winslow said the 
number may be deceiving because the stats are related to the number of victims, not 
cases.  

May 4, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that a 17-year-old from Danville was shot on May 3rd 
after an argument between a group of teenagers.  Police said the group was arguing in 
the area of Schultz and Main Street.  An officer patrolling the area saw the group running 
off saying shots were fired.  Police later learned a 17-year-old was at the hospital with 
gunshot wounds to his legs.  Police arrested a 21-year-old for possession of a firearm but 
said it’s unclear whether he was involved with the shooting.

May 7, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that James Marchese and Drew Murtaugh were 
arrested in connection with stealing a deer sculpture from Scott Park. They were 
charged with theft over $500. Police received a tip that someone saw the sculpture at 



an apartment complex on 500 South 2nd Street.  Police returned the sculpture to the 
Champaign Park District.  

May 8, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported that more than 30 grave stones in Danville have been 
vandalized within the last three weeks.  The manager of Spring Hill cemetery said over 
the weekend about a dozen grave stones were pushed off their bases.  The staff 
spotted the first set of damaged headstones back in mid-April.  Anyone with information 
is asked to call Danville police.

May 13, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Amanda Henderson reported that police the remains of Theresa Cox were found 
in the 1100 block of West Cook Street in Springfield.  Police and officials from the 
Sangamon County Coroner’s office were called to the home due to a foul odor.  While 
no foul play is suspected, officials hope the discovery can be the beginning of closure 
for the family.  

May 15, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Mattoon police are investigating a burglary that 
happened at Walgreens.  Two people allegedly broke into the store while it was closed 
and stole prescription drugs.  

May 15, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that 43-year-old Justus Clinton, a former 
Champaign police officer, was arrested for being involved in at least 10 vehicle 
burglaries happening in his own community.  Authorities said the burglarized vehicles in 
Fisher were unlocked and none were damaged.  Prosecutors said surveillance footage 
showed Clinton committing the string of burglaries.  Fisher residents said they are 
disappointed and shocked to learn the news involving a former police officer and 
community member.  Clinton was employed as a police officer with the City of 
Champaign for 14 years.  Clinton was placed on administrative leave in March for a 
violation unrelated to his arrest.  

May 17, 2018



News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the mother of the accused gunman who 
opened fire in a school building is who police said is responsible for purchasing the 
weapon.  As seniors were rehearing for graduation police said 19-year-old Matthew 
Milby used a semi-automatic rifle in firing several shots at Dixon High School.  
Authorities said Milby’s mother purchased the weapon in 2012, but investigators don’t 
know how he acquired the rifle.  Mark Dallas, school resource officer and 15-year 
veteran of the Dixon Police Department, praised as a hero for confronting the shooter 
head-on.  Milby was transferred from the hospital to the Lee County Jail.  Milby was 
charged with aggravated discharge of a firearm, aggravated discharge at a school 
employee and aggravated discharge at a school building.

May 22, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that 22-year-old Kendale Stevenson and 23-year-
old Michael Smith of Chicago were arrested for chasing and shooting another man.  
Police said another victim was walking with the man being shot at, but none of them 
were struck by bullets.  The two men in custody face charges of attempted murder and 
aggravated discharge of a firearm.

May 30, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Danville police are investigating a robbery that 
allegedly happened on May 29th.  Police responded to a robbery of a Jimmy Johns 
employee as he was delivering food.  The victim said he was in the 900 block of 
Franklin Street, when two black men approached him, began punching him and 
demanded money.  

June 4, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Justin Carter reported that formal charges are being filed on 53-year-old Kevin 
Casey, a truck driver accused of shattering windows of vehicles driving on I-74 by using 
a slingshot and metal bearings.  The Champaign County State’s Attorney said Casey 
was arrested June 1st.  Illinois State Police obtained a search warrant for phone records 
and his semi-truck.  They found a slingshot and ball bearings.  Casey later admitted to 
shooting at cars and said he aimed for vans because they were a bigger target.  Casey 
is being held on a 2-million-dollar bond.  Charges include criminal damage to property, 
aggravated battery in a public place and aggravated battery to a child.



June 8, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Miles and Phillip Hensley were arrested after a 
traffic stop on June 7th.  The two were found with an undisclosed amount of meth.  Miles 
Hensley was also charged with possession of a firearm by a felon.  Both men were 
taken to Coles County Jail.

June 11, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that jury selection is set for August 20th in the case against 
19-year-old Matthew Milby, who is accused of opening fire at Dixon High School.  Police 
reported that Milby brought a semi-automatic rifle to the high school.  Milby is charged 
with aggravated discharge of a weapon after exchanging gunfire with a school resource 
officer and is being held without bail.

June 15, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that there’s a large police presence on the corner of 
3rd and Washington in Champaign, where neighbors said they heard shots fired.  
Champaign police are investigating the area and searching for evidence of a shooting.

June 18, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 15 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that according to a police report, three people were 
shot at Untouchables Motorcycle Club in Danville on June 16th.  2 victims, 17-year-old 
Tahji McGill and 23-year-old Albert Gardner died from the incident.  The third victim, a 
36-year-old male, was treated and released from the hospital.  The police are unsure of 
how the victims knew one another or the suspect.  

June 20, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that two suspects were arrested in connection with the 
attempted robbery at the KFC on 9th and Division.  Clarence Jones and Seath Frazier 
were both charged with multiple crimes including armed robbery and armed violence.  



Police said the men walked into the restaurant armed and demanded money from 
employees. In the process, four people were injured, including three who were shot.

June 21, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Decatur police are searching for a suspect accused 
of attempted murder in connection to a shooting.  The suspect has been identified as 
30-year-old Cory Marquis.  Police responded to the 1000 block of East Main Street on 
June 17th for reports of gun shots.  The male victim suffered life-threatening injuries.

Economy

April 6, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 47 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that according to a new USDA report Illinois farmers are 
expected to continue planting more corn than soybeans despite the trend changing 
nationally.  Experts said farmers across the United States have been shifting away from 
corn and towards soybeans since 2012 because of higher returns on soybeans.  Some 
Central Illinois farmers said they’re sticking with their same crop ratio because it often 
gets higher yields even though it may not bring in extra money.  Gary Niemeyer, corn 
and soybean farmer, said “Most farmers understand if you have one crop, corn, you get 
diseases that follow.  Same with the soybeans and I think they’ve found that they get 
better yields going a 50-50 rotation.”  The USDA predicted that farmers nationwide will 
plant 88-million corn acres and 89-million soybean acres this year.

April 6, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that President Trump announced a possible 100-billion-
dollars of additional tariffs against Chinese goods, after an initial proposed tariff of 50-
billion-dollars.  Trump cited concerns with China stealing American intellectual property.  
China has fought back with tariffs of their own, targeting fruits, nuts, wine and steel 
pipes.  The U.S. Retail Federation accused Trump of playing a game of chicken with the 
nation’s economy.  Chinese officials already stated that they don’t want to fight a trade 
war, but they’re not afraid to fight it.  

April 11, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds



Rachel Pierson reported that the Boys and Girls Club hosted a teen employment 
workshop for area teenagers.  The event covered topics such as searching for a job, 
filling out an application and preparing for a job interview.  Organizers said the 
workshop is a chance for teens to learn things they may not know about the workforce.

April 27, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that a new report showed Illinois’ unemployment rates 
dropped in every metropolitan area in March, compared to the same time last year.  The 
statewide unemployment also dropped from 5% to 4.4%.  10 metropolitan areas saw an 
increase in non-farm jobs.  However, Springfield was one of three areas to see some 
job losses.

May 13, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Rockwell Automation will be consolidating its locations 
in Champaign and Memphis, Tennessee to a facility in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The 
Champaign location was last reported to have 200 employees.  The Champaign County 
Economic Development Corporation will help those people find jobs in the area.  No 
date has been set yet but the company said the employees can apply for jobs in the 
Indianapolis facility.

May 23, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Justin Carter reported that Springfield city council voted to recommend cancelling 
money for a downtown renovation project.  They said they want to protect taxpayer 
dollars and make sure their money is well spent.  The project is for two downtown 
buildings at Sixth and Monroe Streets owned by Bright New Day.  The owner, Rick 
Lawrence, wants to turn them into high end apartment complexes.  Some alderman said 
Lawrence is not meeting the deadlines and they’re done giving him chances.  Alderman 
Jim Donelan said the millions of dollars could go to other projects.  Lawrence fell behind 
on his bills and tax credit issues.  Mayor Langfelder said he supports Lawrence and 
wants him to move forward with the project.  

May 31, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Sears announced that they will be closing more stores 
and sales plunge and losses mount.  The company said that at least 72 Sears and K-



Mart “non-profitable” stores are set for closure “in the near future.”  The Sears at White 
Oaks Mall in Springfield is one of the 72.  Sears has lost more than 11-billion-dollars 
since 2010.

June 25, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the zoning board of appeals approved the company 
Advanced Seed Solutions to move its headquarters just north of I-72 in Springfield.  
Neighbors said the business will create more traffic on roads that can’t handle it.  They 
also worry property values will suffer and more businesses will move in.  

Education

April 9, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that charter school organizers said they are very 
concerned about the state of education for black children in Champaign.  The 
organizers said the school’s mission is to better serve students who are performing 
below state standards and bridge cultural differences.  They submitted the proposal to 
the school board in February.  Organizers said this school is a chance for a fresh start 
for students at risk.  

April 10, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the University of Illinois system launched its 
statewide marketing campaign to raise awareness of its three campuses.  It is part of 
the system’s multi-billion-dollar five-year fundraising campaign.  Officials said it’s also in 
response to recent surveys where many respondents were not able to identify the main 
university campuses in Champaign, Springfield and Chicago.

April 10, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that some University of Illinois journalists are suing 
university officials and an instructor for allegedly violating their constitutional rights.  The 
students said the lawsuit comes after the school allegedly punished them for reporting 
an anti-Trump rally on campus last November.  During the rally the students said Tariq 
Khan, university instructor, assaulted one of them while video recording the event.  The 



students said the university violated their rights after issuing restraining orders 
preventing them from publishing reports about Khan.

April 13, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that University of Illinois at Springfield students 
surveyed and cleaned up garbage along Lake Springfield for environmental studies.  
Educators said it’s not just to clean up the lake, but to teach students how this garbage 
can affect the community.  Anne-Marie Hason, Assistant Professor at UIS, said “So we 
really want students to have the hands-on opportunity to see this is what specific 
research is about.  This is how we start collecting information that can really help people 
here in Illinois learn about environmental health and all these topics.”  Students will 
conduct the same survey at Thompson Lake and along the Illinois River in Fulton 
County.

April 26, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 28 seconds

Justin Carter reported that teachers across Arizona are expected to walk out of 
class.  Arizona’s governor pledged a 20% pay increase for teachers but they said that’s 
not good enough.  They want their pay and school funding to reach the national 
average.

May 13, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Tiffani Sanders, mother of D’Nija Sanders, a Danville 
High School student who passed away in 2016, held a protest in front of the Danville 
School District administrative building.  Sanders is protesting to get an honorary diploma 
for her daughter.  Danville School District 118 said they will not be “awarding diplomas 
to anyone who has not finished their high school careers.”  Sanders said walking on 
stage in a cap and gown was D’Nija’s goal in life.

May 15, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the Urbana School District Board of Education is 
meeting to discuss the approval of a request to increase substitute teacher’s pay rates 
for the 2018-2019 school year.  

May 16, 2018



News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Bement Community Unit School District passed a 
resolution that changes Illinois’ concealed carry law.  The change would allow teachers 
to carry firearms at schools.  But that decision lies with school boards.  Bement’s school 
board voted 4 to 3.  The superintendent said while many teachers do not support the 
resolution, the vote was not taken with the intent for school staff to carry firearms.  The 
district’s security measures include cameras, buzz-in systems and shooting drills.  The 
board said the resolution will now go to the Illinois Association of School Boards, giving 
them a chance to legislate and lobby for a change in the law.

May 21, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 40 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that Lincoln’s Challenge takes in teens who need that 
extra push or guidance to succeed.  When Alison Franklin is recruiting new students, 
she said they have to be up for the challenge.  The 120 cadets enrolled all have their 
own stories.  

June 4, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the University of Illinois is partnering with 
Microsoft to launch the accessibility lighthouse program.  Microsoft is investing 
$200,000 into the program, which will go towards enhancing classroom technology to 
meet the needs of all students.  The program looks to help students with disabilities 
pursue careers in science, technology, engineering and math.  

June 13, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the University of Illinois is getting a financial boost 
for agriculture research projects.  The university if getting $200,000 as part of a U.S. 
Agriculture Department grant.  The funds will be split between two projects.  One 
focused on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and the other is working to develop a 
longer lasting vaccine to keep livestock healthier.

Government

April 9, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.



Segment was 35 seconds
Doug Quick reported that Urbana city council will decide whether or not to 

proceed with a dock less bike sharing system.  If passed, Urbana will join Champaign 
and the University of Illinois in planning the bike sharing system together.

April 10, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds

Michelle Macaluso reported that the Senate had a chance to hear from Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg about how to address vulnerabilities on his social media platform 
after the data of 87-million-people was allegedly misused by Cambridge Analytic for 
political purpose.  

April 11, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Doug Quick reported that President Trump taunted Russia via a tweet.  Trump 
tweeted “Russia vows to shoot down any and all missiles fired at Syria.  Get ready 
Russia, because they will be coming, nice and new and “smart!”.  You shouldn’t be 
partners with a gas killing animal who kills his people and enjoys it!”  Russia’s foreign 
ministry spokeswoman immediately responded to Trump’s threat saying missiles should 
fly toward terrorists and not the legal Russian government.  

April 12, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Governor Bruce Rauner asked President Trump to 
approve federal assistance to help Vermillion, Iroquois and Kankakee counties recover 
from storms and flooding in February.  Nearly 1100 homes were impacted, including 
157 sustaining major damage.  If the request is approved, residents and businesses 
would be eligible to apply for grants and low-interest SBA loans.

April 13, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Senate Bill 2590 started as a way to make it easier to 
assign and pay fees that is owed to the state, but some are concerned about the 
change.  There are concerns that this could mean less money to fund training for police.  
Law enforcement agencies want some clarification to find out if they will be taking a 
major reduction in their finances for training officers.  Senate sponsor John Mulroe said 
legislators are not looking to cut any funding for law officials throughout the state.  
Mulroe said “If there is some problem with their funding, we have a mechanism in place 



to make sure to bring them up to the current funding.”  If the bill passes, it will go into 
effect July of 2019.

April 17, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the Village of Rantoul council voted on the 
2019 budget.  Mayor Charles Smith broke the 3-3 tied vote passing the revised plan b 
budget with some amendments.  The original plan called for a cost reduction from the 
maintenance department, which included laying off a part-time employee.  The revised 
plan includes a reduction of maintenance vehicles to be leased from 18 to just 6 
allowing for employment of the employees for a full year.  

April 18, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that in the State of Illinois, a plan to put restrictions on 
insurance companies writing workers’ compensation policies has passed the Senate.  
The bill would require insurers to file intended rates and justify any requested changes. 
The plan is identical to one that Governor Bruce Rauner vetoed last year.  A 
spokesperson for Rauner said the bill is not real reform, but he hopes for a bipartisan 
solution.  

April 20, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that with the unofficial marijuana holiday, 4/20, HCI 
Alternatives used it as a day to advocate for patients that could use cannabis to fight a 
bigger battle.  Many at HCI believe it can help those struggling with opioid addiction.  
Senate Bill 336 would allow cannabis to be used as an alternative to opioids.  Illinois is 
one of the most restricted states when it comes to medical marijuana cards.  Right now, 
you must have one of 41 medical conditions to qualify.

April 27, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Senator Dick Durbin called for congressional support of 
a resolution that would block the FCC’s decision to get rid of net neutrality.  The 
Congressional Review Act would require 51 votes in the Senate to reverse the FCC’s 
decision and Durbin said that 50 Senators already support it.  The Senator visited the 
University of Illinois, and asked the public to reach out to Senators who don’t support 



the act to change their minds.  Once the resolution is presented to both the House and 
Senate they will have 60 legislative days to force a vote.

May 2, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 46 seconds

Justin Carter reported that Governor Rauner’s Administration released a plan for 
the Quincy veteran’s home.  Since 2015, 13 residents have died from Legionella 
bacteria.  The recommendations for the home include a new facility that could house up 
to 300 residents.  Currently there are capped pipes underneath the building, causing 
sitting water, which can contain the bacteria.  Rauner said he wants to take out those 
pipes and reconstruct the 130-year-old building.  Rauner said “Legionella bacteria breed 
in the Mississippi River water and then come into the system, so we want to change the 
source as well as change the plumbing and build a new modern facility because the 
needs of our veterans are evolving.”  The cost for the new reconstruction could be up to 
250-million-dollars.  The report must be approved by legislature.

May 4, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 21 seconds

Amanda Henderson reported that a new bill would require every school in the 
state to give lunch to a student even if they can’t afford it.  If the parents cannot afford to 
pay the lunch bill, the bill, if passed, would allow the state to withhold the parents’ 
income tax returns once the debt reaches $500.  That money would be given back to 
the school district.  

May 8, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 10 seconds

Doug Quick reported that lawmakers are optimistic a budget deal can be reached 
by the May 31st deadline.  Legislative leaders met with Governor Rauner to continue 
negotiations.  Senate President John Cullerton said the meeting was productive and the 
governor was receptive of his parties’ request.  Republicans agree progress was made 
at the meeting but they said Democrats still won’t agree to certifying a revenue 
estimate.  Cullerton said he doesn’t intend to propose any tax increases this year.  
Governor Rauner said he’s meeting with the legislative leaders every few days until 
there’s a compromise.  If that doesn’t happen by the deadline, a super majority will be 
needed in each chamber.

May 15, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute



Senait Gebregiorgis reported that a bipartisan group of lawmakers introduced a 
new measure to stop the sale of illegal guns.  The bill is trying to regulate gun sales by 
making gun dealers get licensed by the state.  The new measure is pending Senate 
approval.  

May 21, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the City of Urbana’s budget proposal is 
threatening to shut down a community center that’s been around for nearly 50 years.  
Urbana Mayor Diane Marlin said the civic center is operating at a loss of around 
$40,000 per year.  Marlin said she’s hoping the budget proposal could save the city 
around $600,000.  If the budget is approved, the center will be closed at the end of the 
year.

May 23, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute 

Doug Quick reported that the Trump Administration said it’s trying to make sure 
Russia doesn’t interfere with the upcoming midterm elections.  Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo told the House Foreign Affairs Committee that the administration is working 
diligently every day to reduce the threat.  Some lawmakers have concerns that the 
federal government has not done enough to protect states from other countries trying to 
meddle in elections.

May 31, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the House passed the budget bills and the next move 
is up to Governor Rauner.  Lawmakers on both sides said the 38-billion-dollar budget is 
a true compromise and is balanced.  While not everyone got everything they wanted, 
they all got something out of it.  Both sides said they wish they could have done more to 
cut down the backlog of unpaid bills in this budget.  They cut down around 500-million-
dolalrs of the 6.6-billion-dollar backlog.  Governor Rauner said he plans to act quickly to 
enact the fiscal year 2019 budget into law.

June 4, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that for the first time since taking office Governor 
Rauner signed a budget.  The budget includes a 38.5-billion-dollar spending plan.  Both 



sides agree that a lot of great compromises came out of the bipartisan deal, one of them 
being extra funding to improve education.  

June 5, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that J.B. Pritzker, Democratic candidate for Governor, 
responded to the new budget.  Pritzker’s campaign released a statement saying “Bruce 
Rauner finally agreeing to sign his name on a budget crafted by the general assembly, 
three years into his time in office, won’t change the massive amounts of damage this 
failed governor has done to this state.”

June 6, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Illinois Senator Dick Durbin said he would 
support President Trump’s idea to commute the sentence of former Governor Rod 
Blagojevich.  Illinois Representative Darin LaHood disagrees.  Blagojevich is serving a 
14-year prison term on corruption charges that also led to his removal from office.  
LaHood said Trump shouldn’t pardon Blagojevich.  Trump said he thinks Blagojevich’s 
sentence is too harsh.  

June 8, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that a bill is heading to Governor Rauner’s desk 
that hopes to raise the age of being able to buy tobacco products from 18 to 21.  The bill 
is being met with controversy.  The American Lung Association said the bill will instantly 
benefit the health of many, local cigar shops are worried about what this could mean for 
business.  Shop owners said it’s a financial risk the state will be taking if they choose to 
sign the bill into law.

June18 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 50 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Effingham County board members approved a 
resolution that stirred up controversy, reflecting the belief that life starts at conception.  
The county officials declared a sanctuary for the life of unborn human beings.  The final 
vote was 7 to 1, with the only woman on the board voting against it.  The resolution 
condemns voluntary abortion practices except if the life of the mother or child is at risk.

June 19, 2018



Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that House Speaker Michael Madigan and eight other 
lawmakers announced a former state executive inspector general will investigate the 
House of Representatives.  Maggie Hickey has been appointed to investigate house 
operations and procedures.  This comes after harassment complaints against 
Democratic Senator Lou Lang and Madigan’s former Chief of Staff.

June 22, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that Chad Hays served in the general assembly since 
2010 and assistant minority leader since 2013, but now he wants to return back to the 
private sector, as Executive Director of Crosspoint Human Services in Danville.  His 
new role will focus on people with developmental disabilities and those who struggle 
with mental illness.  Hays announced he wouldn’t seek a fifth term last July pointing to a 
changing political climate in Springfield. 

Health and Wellness

April 4, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that a preliminary report showed it would cost the state 
up to 278-million-dollars to replace the residential building at the Illinois Veterans Home 
in Quincy.  The Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs said that replacing the building is 
the best way to deal with the outbreak of Legionnaires’ Disease that has caused 13 
deaths since 2015.

April 17, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that veterinarians across the state join the fight against 
the opioid epidemic, looking for owners abusing their pets’ prescriptions.  In January a 
new law went into effect requiring veterinarians who subscribe controlled substances to 
enroll in the Illinois Prescription Monitoring Program.  They have to look up a client’s 
prescription history before writing out a prescription to owners who may be trying to get 
opioids to use or sell illegally.  Dr. Thomas Antonini of Capitol Hill Veterinary Services 
said “The prescription monitoring program basically has been implemented to help 
veterinarians also fight the national opioid crisis that we have here in the U.S. and it’s a 
way for us to monitor abuse as well.”  The new prescription monitoring program doesn’t 



just apply to veterinarians.  All physicians prescribing controlled substances are 
required to use the database.

April 19, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
warned against the consumption of chopped, store bought romaine lettuce.  They said 
an E. coli outbreak linked to chopped romaine lettuce has affected 53 people in the last 
month.  Illnesses were reported in 16 states.  Symptoms of E. coli include severe 
stomach cramps, diarrhea and vomiting and can become life threatening.

May 11, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 16 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that a bill was introduced after the Legionnaires 
outbreak is headed to Governor Rauner’s desk.  The Senate passed the measure, 
would require state veteran’s home administrators to notify the public of a case within 
24 hours of the diagnosis.  Governor Rauner said he supports the proposal.  

May 21, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the National Weather Service reported heat as 
number one in weather-related deaths in the United States.  Tips for staying safe in the 
summer include: staying hydrated and drinking plenty of water even if you don’t fell 
thirsty, minimize time spent outdoors on a hot day and never leave children in the car.

May 31, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that a University of Illinois professor has created a new 
technology to help prevent bed sores from forming.  The sensor is about the size of a 
penny, and is placed in areas where pressure would be.  The sensors pick up any signs 
of pressure and will alert a caregiver.  Sensors will be tested for the first time this 
summer.  After the sensors are perfected, they will start using them throughout the 
hospital.

June 15, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 5 seconds



Lauren Kostiuk reported that experts said that number one mistake people make 
is not drinking enough water.  With temperatures into the 90’s, they said water is your 
best friend.  In the heat, doctors said it’s best to listen to your body, especially if it’s 
telling you to get out of the sun.  If you are feeling a fever, excessive thirst, nausea or 
fainting, get somewhere with air conditioning.  If heat exhaustion isn’t treated properly, it 
can develop into a heat stroke.

June 26, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the Illinois Department of Public Health reported 
more cases of severe bleeding from synthetic cannabinoids, which is also known as 
spice or K2.  More than 160 cases in 15 counties have now been reported since late 
March and four people have died.  Many of the cases tested positive for a chemical 
found in rat poison.

Public Service Announcements

Goodwill Industries International 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 85 times
• PSA sponsored by Goodwill Industries International  

The campaign strives to raise awareness to the direct link between the donations of 
used clothes and household items to Goodwill and job creation.  Goodwill is the leading 
non-profit provider of job training and career and community services.  Goodwill uses 
the revenue earned from the donations to fund job training and development programs.  
Viewers can visit www.goodwill.org for more information on their job training and 
employment programs.

Hospice Support Fund
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 17 times
• PSA sponsored by Hospice Support Fund 

This campaign strives to raise awareness of end of life issues and the options 
Americans should have.  Hospice Support Fund is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting end of life care at home rather than in a hospital.  Viewers can 
visit www.hospicesupportfund.org for more information or to donate to help make end of 
life home care available to all Americans.

Susan G. Komen Organization
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 13 times

http://www.goodwill.org
http://www.hospicesupportfund.org


• PSA sponsored by the Susan G. Komen Organization
The campaign strives to help reduce breast cancer deaths.  The organization uses 
donations for research, community health outreach, advocacy and programs in more 
than 60 countries.  To date, their efforts have reduced breast cancer deaths by 38%.  
Viewers can visit www.komen.org to donate or for more information on breast cancer.

http://www.komen.org

