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WCCU’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 3rd Quarter of 2018:

• Community
• Crime/Court
• Economy
• Education
• Goodwill 
• Government
• Health and Wellness
• Hospice Support Fund
• Susan G. Komen Organization 

Programs that provided coverage of these community issues: 

Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week.

Fox News at 5:30 p.m.—airs Monday-Friday 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

NewsChannel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

Public Service Announcements 



WCCU airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  
Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 3rd quarter of 2018 are listed in 
this report. 

TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY 

Community

July 4, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Justin Carter reported that Sidney Walton, a 99-year-old American WWII Veteran 
is traveling the country.  Walton made a stop in Springfield and met Governor Bruce 
Rauner.  His plan is to meet with the governor of every state he visits.  His goal is to 
raise awareness for the decreasing number of WWII Veterans.  His son said he couldn’t 
be happier about this opportunity.

July 5, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that community members read the Declaration of 
Independence in Chatham.  This time-honored tradition happens around the United 
States every Independence Day.  Four years ago, the tradition was brought back to 
Chatham, reciting the words our forefathers used to declare America’s freedom from 
England.

July 6, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was .20 seconds

Thomas Patrick reported that governor’s office announced that nominations are 
now being accepted for the “Hometown Awards.”  The awards are part of Illinois’ 
Bicentennial celebration.  The awards are given to recognized people volunteering their 
time to make the community a better place.  The deadline for nominations is August 1st.  

July 6, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that sometimes fire departments in rural communities don’t’ 
have enough water to put out a fire.  Williamsville Fire Chief said depending on the 
situation, he will sometimes immediately call for back-up.  



July 12, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that the governor’s mansion will reopen on July 13th.  
Emergency responders are getting prepared.  Springfield fire departments toured the 
mansion to see where every fire alarm was located.  The mansion will have tours on 
July 13th from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

July 13, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Urbana city engineers hope a new road design 
could help cyclists make left turns safely.  The engineers painted and implemented “bike 
boxes” on the intersection of Green Street and Goodwin Avenue.  

July 17, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Justin Carter reported that the annual backpack drive hosted by the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum is being held until July 31st.  They are looking 
for new backpacks for all ages.  Community members can donate by dropping the 
backpacks off at the museum, the Real Estate Group on Wabash Avenue or at News 
Channel 20 station.  

July 23, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that after months of trying to save the Burnham 
Mansion in Champaign, the structure will be demolished.  The buyer did not meet the 
deadline to show proof of purchase for the lot where the mansion would be moved.  

July 27, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the “Ask Abe” app will launch on August 6th.  The 
app will have information about events happening in Springfield, such as local spots to 
eat and shop.  Users can also take a self-guided tour through historic sites and post 
specialty services they might want to offer locals and visitors.  The app will be available 
through the Apple store and Google Play.



August 27, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that after losing his wife and kids in a tragic car accident, 
Jeffrey Brokish helped update a playground at Kenwood Elementary School in their 
honor.  Brokish said the old playground was out of date and needed to be improved.  He 
said he knows his wife and kids would have loved the new one.  Brokish worked with 
Unit 4’s PTA to raise the funds.

September 4, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that eight libraries across Illinois will benefit from a half-
million-dollar grant.  The money will support middle and high school students and the 
push to learn new technology in the classroom.  Decatur, Carbondale and Peoria are 
among the eight libraries who will receive grant money.

September 4, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Firehaus and Clybourne bars in campustown closed 
their doors.  The buildings will be torn down to make way for a new high-rise.  Staff and 
students said the places became a family.  As of now, the bar owners do not have plans 
to reopen somewhere new.

September 13, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that 23-year-old Shana Outlaw was hit when a 
truck rear-ended her vehicle while she was standing outside waiting for Illinois State 
Police to arrive to assist her.  Outlaw later died of her injuries.  Outlaw’s 3 children, ages 
8 months, 4-years-old and 6-years-old were inside the car as well.  They were taken to 
the hospital and expected to recover.  

September 18, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported the Urbana fire officials ordered the Garden Hotel to be 
closed due to a faulty fire alarm system.  Officials have been working with the hotel’s 



general manager for several weeks to address the malfunctions.  The hotel can reopen 
when the fire alarm system is fully operational.

Crime and Court

July 1, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that 21-year-old Zachary Machnikowski plead guilty to 
stabbing the parents of a girl who called him ugly.  Machnikowski faces up to 60 years 
in prison for attempted first degree murder charges.  Police said the man believed a girl 
called him ugly while they were at a party in 2015.  He got angry and left the party to 
sneak into the girl’s home.  Once inside, he grabbed a kitchen knife and stabbed the 
girl’s parents while they were in bed.  

July 3, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that the Champaign County CrimeStoppers asked for 
the community’s help to find three women who allegedly shoplifted from Market Place 
Mall.  The theft happened at Macy’s on June 28th.  The clothing the women stole was 
worth more than $1,000.  Police said the women went to the fitting room and hit the 
clothing before leaving the store. 

July 3, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes

Lauren Kostiuk reported that in June, close to 10 bikes were stolen on the 
University of Illinois campus.  On average, 100 bikes worth up to $25,000 are reported 
stolen on campus every year.  Police said bikes are stolen because people use cheap 
locks or don’t secure them properly.  Mike Nauheimer, who works at Neutral, the local 
campus bike shop, said people can get a good lock for $30-$40.  Last summer campus 
police started an anti-theft program, which has led to 13 arrests.  

July 6, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Jacqueline Francis reported that 49-year-old Leonard Kirkpatrick was in court 
after an Illinois State Police investigation accused him of offering a person money to 
perform sexual acts while he was on duty during two separate occasions.  Kirkpatrick is 
due back in court for a pre-trial hearing on August 21st.  Kirkpatrick was on the Illinois 



State Police force for 14-years, until recently when he was relieved of duty and placed 
on administration leave.

July 9, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Champaign County CrimeStoppers asked for the 
community’s help to find two men who were involved in an armed robbery.  On July 1st, 
the two men ordered the clerk and customers at Circle K to move into the restroom.  
They then proceeded to steal cash and cigarettes before leaving.

July 13, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that 66-year-old George Henderson was arrested 
for allegedly molesting a child.  The Champaign County Sheriff’s office said a girl under 
the age of 13 told her mother about Henderson’s actions.  The victim claimed that he 
engaged in sexual acts with her for several months.  Henderson was arrested in his 
home in Savoy on preliminary charges of criminal sexual assault of a child.

July 13, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 15 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that a man started walking towards Brenton Barnes 
apartment complex with what appeared to be a gun.  Minutes later, he heard officers 
yelling.  According to the police report, this all started when a 9-1-1 call came reporting 
a man loading a semi-automatic handgun on the street.  Responding officers 
encountered the man, ordering him to drop the gun.  That’s when police say the man 
pointed the weapon at them causing three officers to fire.  It was later discovered that 
the weapon was an air pellet pistol that police said closely resembles a handgun.  

July 16, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that Samuel Applebaum, the man who called 9-1-1 
on July 13th saying a man was loading a semi-automatic handgun, plead not guilty to 
the felony charge of disorderly conduct.  Prosecutors said the call was a false complaint 
because Applebaum made the report about himself knowing it was untrue, since he was 
carrying a pellet gun.  His attorney said he plans to check into the mental health of his 
client.

July 19, 2018



News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Rachel Droze reported that the State of Illinois fined Christian Village in Lincoln 
$50,000.  A report released alleged that Christian Village was responsible for one 
patient’s death.  The report claimed a 64-year-old woman died because the nursing 
home didn’t call her doctor about worsening asthma symptoms.  

July 20, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Danville police arrested 26-year-old Quintan 
Morton and 18-year-old Deontre Davis, both of Danville, for 2 armed robberies.  The 
first robbery happened at Circle K gas station and the second at Family Video.  Morton 
and Davis robbed each business at gunpoint and took an undisclosed amount of cash.  

July 23, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the Sangamon County Coroner identified the 
woman killed during a hit-and-run as 52-year-old Tracey Lewis of Springfield.  Lewis 
was hit on Walnut and Canedy Street on 20th.  

July 24, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that over $3,000 worth of power tools were stolen from the 
future home for the Danville Re-Store.  Jonathan Gibson, Executive Director of the 
Danville Habitat for Humanity, said he noticed multiple electric power tools missing from 
the building.  Gibson asked anyone with information or who sees the items being sold to 
notify him or the Danville police.  The tools have “habitat” marked on them in purple and 
yellow.

August 1, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that 36-year-old Calvin Dooley was sentenced to four years 
in prison after pleading guilty for possession of a stolen firearm.  The judge dismissed a 
second count of possession of a weapon by a felon, an unrelated retail theft case and 
traffic tickets from 2015.

August 13, 2018



Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that according to Chicago Sun-Times, Illinois House 
Speaker Mike Madigan is accused of winning elections by recruiting “sham” candidates.  
It was reported that Governor Bruce Rauner and Madigan are scheduled for depositions 
in a federal lawsuit which claims Madigan recruited fake candidates with Hispanic 
names to split the Hispanic vote in the March 2016 Democratic primary.  

August 23, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that former Congressman Aaron Schock is trying to move 
his corruption trial from Urbana to Peoria.  Schock’s attorneys said since most of the 
allegations occurred in Peoria, the trial should be held in that city.  Schock resigned in 
2015 and was indicted on allegations of misusing funds in 2016.

August 24, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that 57-year-old Patricia Mora from Charleston was 
arrested for possession of methamphetamine.  Police stopped Mora for a traffic stop 
and she admitted being in possession of the drug.  Officers seized over one gram of 
meth.

August 24, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that 64-year-old Ronald Blankenship was found dead in 
his home and his sister, Christie Brown and nephew, Mason Brown, as well as Justin 
Tatman, Power of Attorney, were arrested and charged with criminal abuse of an elderly 
person.  Police said the living conditions were deplorable, which led to an upper 
respiratory infection, which caused Blankenship’s death.  The police reported that four 
dogs and three cats also lived in the residence and the Brown’s were charged with 
animal cruelty as well.

August 27, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Jacqueline Francis reported that the attorneys for accused kidnapper Brendt 
Christensen filed dozens of pre-trial motions that reveal new details in the investigation.  
The document referenced an investigation report that claimed the police dog was 



alerted to the smell of a dead body upon searching Christensen’s apartment.  In the 
motion, the defense challenged the findings, questioning the reliability and training of 
the dog.  In another motion, it revealed that an FBI biologist will testify that “she 
identified DNA belonging to Yingying on swabs taken in Mr. Christensen’s bedroom.”  
Another motion argues the government’s intent to seek the death penalty against 
Christensen is unconstitutional.  

August 30, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that a female juvenile in in custody after a threatening note 
led to a lockdown at Taylorville High School on August 29th.  The note was deemed not 
credible.  The district released a statement that said in part “We would like to thank our 
students, staff and cooperating agencies for their prompt response and support.”

September 5, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that a Dominoes delivery driver was robbed at gunpoint on 
September 4th while making a delivery in the 1000 block of Glenwood Street in Danville.  
The driver told police four men demanded his money and the food he was delivering.  
The victim said three more men showed up and took an undisclosed amount of cash 
before running away.

September 6, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that there is an ongoing investigation of a 63-year-old man 
who drowned in Clinton Lake.  The Illinois Conservation Police said it appears to be an 
accident but they will continue to investigate.

September 10, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that a judge sentenced 31-year-old Elizabeth Gonzalez 
to an extra six months in prison after learning about a ‘letter or support’ she submitted to 
the court was falsified.  Gonzalez was sentenced to 15 months in prison for embezzling 
more than $47,000 from a bank where she worked.  At the September 7th hearing, her 
boss testified that he never wrote the letter. 

September 10, 2018
News Channel at Nine



9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that 14-year-old Marcus Perry was shot near Garfield 
Park in Danville around midnight on September 8th.  The police have no clear motive.  
The family said Marcus has been in and out of surgeries and has not woken up.  Police 
are still searching for suspects and asked anyone with information to call.

September 13, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Priest Barry Harmon resigned at a Vandalia parish 
over allegations of misusing church money and pornography.  Harmon went on medical 
leave last October and church staff found evidence where he misused almost $30,000 
of the church’s money.  They also found porn on his computer and turned it over to 
police.  

September 17, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the trial for Officer Jason Van Dyke started in Chicago.  
Van Dyke was charged in the 2014 shooting death of 17-year-old Laquan McDonald.  A 
judge denied the defense’s request to move the trail out of the city.  Prosecutors 
showed jurors video of Van Dyke shooting McDonald 16 times as he walks away from 
officers.  Van Dyke’s wife said her husband did what he was trained to do.

September 17, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the victim in the Danville shooting on September 
15th was identified as 29-year-old Tyrell Henderson.  Police said they found Henderson 
lying in the street when they arrived.  Anyone with information is asked to call Danville 
Police Department.  

September 19, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 15 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that anonymous tips led police to 29-year-old Tyrell 
Henderson’s killer.  Henderson was murdered on September 15th in Danville.  Yuri 
Lillard was arrested in Colorado Springs for Henderson’s murder.  

Economy



July 2, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that as of July 1st, Springfield shoppers and cell phone 
users started paying more.  The sales tax increased from 8.5% to 8.75%.  The 
Telecommunications Tax will increase from 11% to 13%, which applies to both cell 
phones and landlines but does not apply to date or internet-based phone services.  
Mayor Jim Langfelder proposed the increases along with nearly 4-million-dollars in 
budget cuts after two years of deficits.

July 16, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that a new state program will automatically deduct money 
from 1.2-million workers paychecks to put directly into their retirement account.  The 
Illinois Treasurer said that could reduce the waste of food stamps, Medicaid and other 
publicly funded programs.  The law passed three years ago and is finally being 
implemented.  The program will also work with businesses that don’t offer savings 
plans.

July 25, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that Mark Janus, the state employee behind the Supreme 
Court case over union dues, will be joining the Illinois Policy Institute.  Janus gained 
national attention for his case against a ruling that allowed states to require public 
workers to pay some union fees, even if they chose not to join.  The Supreme Court 
overturned the ruling in June. 

July 26, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Coca-Cola Company CEO James Quincy announced 
the nationwide price increase for Coca-Cola products.  Quincy said the increase is due 
to recent tariffs implemented by President Trump on steel and aluminum imports.  The 
cost of the increase has not been announced yet.

August 3, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 41 seconds



Rachel Pierson reported that two Central Illinois Kroger’s are closing their doors, 
putting 150 people out of work.  Kroger reported that the stores in Lincoln and Decatur’s 
west side have shrinking sales and they don’t see that changing so they’re letting the 
building leases run out and closing for good.  Lincoln Mayor Seth Goodman said 
“Unfortunately we’re going to lose some more jobs.  We’ve had a lot of people that’ve 
worked at this Kroger for a long time that have become staples in the store.  People 
would go there, they’d look forward to seeing them and they served our community 
welfare for year, so it’s truly unfortunate.”  Kroger said they’re helping the Decatur 
employees find positions at the other Decatur Kroger stores. 

August 9, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that William McCarty, Director of the Office of Budget 
and Management, announced he’s found a way to save the city more than 1.5-million-
dollars per year by changing the way city workers cash in on unused vacation days. City 
employees used to be able to sell their unused days for their rate of pay but now they 
are only able to do that when they retire.  McCarty estimates this will save the city more 
than 40-million-dollars over the next 25 years.

August 15, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Justin Carter reported that the increase in rail shipping is forcing Norfolk 
Southern to expand.  They are looking to fill 30 train conductor positions along with 10 
electrician and diesel mechanic positions.  Job training is provided.  The company 
requires all applicants to be 18 years old with a valid driver’s license and have at least a 
GED.  Starting salary for a conductor is $51,000.  

August 22, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Justin Carter reported that Decatur is going to receive a 1.8-million-dollar grant 
from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to be used towards 
housing and community development.  

September 13, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the Landmark Hotel in Urbana sold for 1.3-million-
dollars.  City officials said they cannot release any information on the sale or the new 
owner’s plans until it’s finalized.  The hotel has been closed for nearly two years, which 



is why many community members are excited about the potential economic 
opportunities the sale could bring to the downtown area.  The sale is expected to take 
around 30 days to close.

September 18, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Frasca International, an Urbana company that creates 
flight simulators, secured the largest contract in company history.  The company signed 
a deal worth 73-million-dollars and includes building 10 helicopter simulators for pilot 
training at a naval air station in Florida.  Frasca expects to have the project completed in 
22 months.

September 18, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 36 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the Wendy’s restaurant located on Prospect Avenue in 
Champaign is temporarily closed after an inspection.  A sign on the door from the 
Champaign-Urbana Health District notified the public that the restaurant was found to 
have violations.  The online report said Wendy’s was given a critical score related to 
uncontrolled foodborne illness risk factors.

Education

July 6, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that kids in Danville are using their summer vacation to 
keep learning in the district’s summer school program.  The program was extended two 
more weeks, making it six weeks long.  

July 19, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that students from Southern View and Graham Elementary 
had their first day of school on July 18th.  Both schools are on a balanced calendar 
where they take three week breaks after each nine-week quarter and have six weeks off 
in the summer.  Martha Jordan, 1st grade teacher at Graham Elementary, said “When 
they come back, it’s pretty much where you left off.  I have 1st graders that were 
previously in kindergarten, they came in this morning, they knew the rules, they knew 
the routine.  They were reading.”  Both schools have been on balanced calendars for 



more than 15 years.  The principal said a parent can apply for a transfer if they want 
their student to attend either school.  

July 19, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that in May Champaign School District’s balance from 
unpaid student lunches was about $25,000.  Go Fund Me pages for Carrie Busey, 
South Side and Barkstall Elementary schools were all started to raise money to pay off 
each school’s unpaid lunch balance.  Each school quickly exceeded their goal and gave 
the extra money to the district for kids who may need it next year.  The district said it 
isn’t uncommon to have debt from unpaid lunches at the end of the year, and since the 
financial responsibility falls on the families, the schools offer free or reduced lunch 
programs.

July 20, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the University of Illinois wants to create more 
guaranteed-admission partnerships with community colleges statewide.  The university 
claims they want to improve access for potential transfer students.  Executive Vice 
President Barbara Wilson said the university wants to continue improving its pathways 
programs, advising and other support programs as well as raise money for more 
scholarships.

August 1, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that students are going back to school and the state is 
behind on payments.  The state is paying most of their education bills on time but 
districts are left hesitant when making their budgets.  

August 22, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Doug Quick reported that according to the Department of Education, teachers 
spend an average of $470 on school supplies and 94% of public school teachers spend 
their own money to purchase the supplies.  

August 27, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.



Segment was 1 minute and 31 seconds
Lauren Kostiuk reported that the average cost of tuition at the University of Illinois 

is $15,000, but with a new program, Illinois Commitment, some students can go for free.  
The program is for any freshman or transfer student in the state with a household 
income of $61,000 or less.  The university is pulling money from tuition and alumni 
donations to pay for it.  Currently they spend 138-million-dollars on student aid and this 
new program will add 16-million-dollars.  

September 11, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the University of Illinois made it to the Top 50 list for 
this year’s national university rankings.  The U of I was placed in a three-way tie with 
Pepperdine University and the University of Georgia at number 46.

Government

July 3, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that a White House official said the Trump Administration is 
working on a bill that would grant Trump to boost tariffs without Congress’ consent.  The 
proposed bill will also state that the U.S. will stop abiding by some key standards put 
into place by the World Trade Organization. 

July 10, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the Illinois State Dental Society said across Illinois, 
the state still owes dental practices 50-million-dollars.  In November of 2017, they were 
150-million-dollars behind.  Dr. Albert Capati of Capati Dental said, “We know that 
there’s a budget so we know we’re going to get some sort of payment, but yeah, before 
we didn’t know when exactly we were going to get paid so there was a lot of uncertainty 
so you couldn’t make many investments.”  While the payments are still backlogged, the 
Illinois State Dental Society said dental offices are in a much better spot now that 
there’s a full budget in place.

July 16, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute



Doug Quick reported that Illinois is the sixth state to pass the red flag bill into law.  
House Bill 2354 allows family or law enforcement to ask courts to take away one’s guns 
if they think that person may be in danger.  Those who back the bill said this will prevent 
future tragedies from happening, but others are not convinced it will be used correctly.  
If someone is shown to pose a major threat, they can be kept from purchasing or 
possessing guns for up to one year.

July 19, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Vermilion County Board Chairman Mike Marron will be 
filling Representative Chad Hays’ seat as of September 7th. Hays is stepping down to 
take a job in the private sector.  

July 20, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Attorney General Lisa Madigan is cracking down on 
fake charities claiming to help veterans.  Madigan is joining all 50 states that the FTC for 
“Operation Donate with Honor.”  The coalition announced action has been taken against 
more than 100 charities, fundraisers and individuals.  

July 24, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that Governor Bruce Rauner signed a bill to help 
consolidate some local government bodies.  The legislation allows county boards to 
take over the functions of the county election commissions in counties where they 
operate separately.  

July 31, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the Vermilion County board nominated Larry Baughn 
for county board chairman.  Baughn was chosen by Republicans to succeed Mike 
Marron in a unanimous vote.  Baughn is a former one-term Hoopeston city council 
member and current morning radio show DJ at WHPO in Hoopeston.  

August 2, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds



Rachel Pierson reported that Illinois Senator Dick Durbin continues to push to 
regulate e-cigarettes, particularly among teens.  Durbin introduced a bill telling the FDA 
to establish standards to stop marketing products to children.  Durbin said “More and 
more kids are using these products believing they are harmless.  They are not.  It is an 
addictive product creating a nicotine addiction and the way these companies are doing 
this is by selling these flavors that only kids will be attracted to—sugar cookies, bubble 
gum and berry crush.  We’ve got to put an end to that.”

August 22, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Congressman Rodney Davis donated blood in 
Champaign at the local blood bank.  Davis was on the field when a gunman opened fire 
at the Republican Congressional baseball practice last summer and he said it made him 
realize the importance of having emergency blood on hand.  

September 4, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that Teshome Campbell will receive 3.5-million-
dollars from the City of Champaign for serving 18 years in prison for a 1997 murder he 
didn’t commit.  Campbell’s conviction was reversed in 2016 and he was released from 
prison.  He then filed a lawsuit against the city, accusing Champaign police officers of 
coercing witnesses to falsely testify against him.  

September 5, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported that New Jersey Senator Cory Booker defended his 
remarks during Judge Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation hearing.  Booker said he is 
releasing an email that includes comments by Judge Kavanaugh about racial profiling 
that has been deemed confidential.  Booker said Americans have a right to know 
despite the theatrics.  

September 7, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that officials in Monticello heard from opioid recovery 
advocates who discussed ideas on how to address addiction issues in Illinois.  
Lieutenant Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti hopes to cut down the overdose deaths in 
Illinois and increase recovery services.  Those who shared their stories said treatment 
and therapy helped them recover. 



September 10, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Champaign-Urbana MTD would like to expand.  
They’re calling the project “The Yards” as a nod to Champaign’s history as a railroad 
town.  The 11-acre project includes a hockey arena where the Illini could bring a 
Division 1 team.  It also includes office space, a luxury hotel and conference center and 
an expansion of the Illinois terminal to improve local transportation.  The team of 
developers said the project could bring more jobs, tax revenue, more visitors and fans 
and can have a great economic impact.  One of the concerns is the impact of traffic 
during events and overtime pay for officers who work those events.  The city and project 
team plan to discuss funding for the project but as now, 200-million-dollars will come 
from a variety of sources and MTD is working on federal grant proposals.  

September 18, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that citizens of the “Don’t Punish Pain” movement 
protested because they can no longer get medication they need for their chronic pain 
symptoms due to the recent restriction placed on prescription pain killers.  This is after 
the CDC created stricter guidelines for prescribing opioids to combat the growing opioid 
epidemic.  The group said the new rules are hurting those who have a medical need for 
the drug and are not abusing it.

September 19, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported that according to a report released by Bellwether 
Education, every adult in Illinois would have to pay $14,000 to cover retired teachers’ 
pension and healthcare costs.  Illinois owes around 50-billion-dollars in future 
healthcare costs and have 130-billion-dollars of unfunded teacher pensions.  If the state 
does not get back then schools could see less funding.

Health and Wellness

July 3, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was .20 seconds



Rachel Pierson reported that experts said high temperatures can be dangerous 
to your health.  Emergency room personnel said during this time of year, they see an 
increase in the number of cases of heat exhaustion and heat stroke and the best 
strategy to avoid a trip to the hospital is prevention.

July 11, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Justin Carter reported that doctors are warning the community to keep 
themselves and animals away from rabbits, because a simple touch could lead to death.  
Rabbits are showing up in dozens across Springfield, usually in places like meadows 
and grassland, and often burrowed.  Illinois health officials said don’t touch the rabbits, 
they carry a deadly disease called Tularemia.  The disease can cause headaches, 
swollen lymph nodes, hallucinations and even lead to death.  The disease is usually 
caused by a tick biting a rabbit. 

July 13, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Justin Carter reported that the Illinois Department of Public Health is investigating 
McDonald’s salads for cyclophorias, which is an intestinal illness caused by a parasite.  
90 cases have been confirmed, with a quarter of those cases linked to McDonald’s 
salads.

July 13, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
said there are at least 100 confirmed cases of salmonella illness connected to Kellogg’s 
Honey Smack cereal.  33 people have been hospitalized due to the outbreak, but there 
are no reports of any deaths.  The FDA urged retailers to immediately pull all boxes of 
the cereal from their shelves.

July 18, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that Hy-Vee recalled its spring pasta salad due to 
salmonella concerns.  The voluntary recall covers the one pound and three pound 
containers of the pasta salad that were produced between June 1st and July 13th.  About 
20 salmonella cases with possible links to the product has been reported in multiple 
states.  Customers who purchased the pasta salad should throw it out or return it to the 
store for a refund.



July 24, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes

Jacqueline Francis reported that local Uber drivers reported that many 
passengers are calling them for a ride to the hospital instead of calling am ambulance.  
Anthony Jones said that as a driver they don’t know the destination until the passenger 
is in the car.  A recent study showed that once Uber comes to a city, the area will see at 
least a 7% drop in the rate of ambulance use.  
  
August 7, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Piatt and Dewitt County health departments 
announced 14 cases of McDonald’s linked to cyclosporiasis illness in their counties.  An 
alert was sent to the public stating that it can be found in McDonald’s salads.

August 8, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that OSF Healthcare added drug disposal boxes at 
its Urbana and Danville hospitals.  The boxes can be found in the main entrance lobbies 
where they are locked and monitored.  

August 14, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the blue light beaming from smartphones and 
tablets is changing cells in individuals’ eyes.  A new study found that it could speed up 
blindness.  The study found that blue light triggers toxic reactions in retinal molecules 
that sense light and signal the brain.  Results showed blue light helps generate 
poisonous chemical reactions killing photoreceptors, which can’t be restored once they 
die off. 

August 17, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said 
one in three people sleep with their contacts in, which increases your risk of a serious 



eye infection by creating perfect conditions for a bacterial eye infection.  There are 
various cases of where people almost lost their eyesight.

August 21, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that having milk at breakfast may help manage blood 
sugar throughout the day.  Researchers studies the effects of blood sugar levels after 
people ate an oat-based breakfast and a second meal of pizza.  They found that milk 
with the morning meal, especially the high-dairy protein milk, helped regulate blood 
sugar.  

August 31, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Justin Carter reported that the Iroquois County Department of Public Health is 
offering free water sample test kits.  The department is testing to see if the water supply 
may be contaminated with infectious organisms.  Residents can pick the kits up Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

September 5, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the Illinois Emergency Management Association 
unveiled a new tool to teach people about preparing and responding to earthquakes.  
The mobile earthquake kiosk uses resources like videos and virtual reality.  

September 9, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that a study showed more than 40% of teenage drivers in 
Illinois admitted to texting while driving.  In 2016, there were 309 car accidents in the 
state due to that situation.  Illinois’ average is not much higher than the 38% national 
average, but the Secretary of State’s office said they want to see that number decrease 
until it’s at zero.

September 11, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds



Rachel Pierson reported that a new study claimed 1 in 4 older adults prescribed 
drugs for sleep issues and depression become addicted.  Researchers followed almost 
600 adults averaging 78 years old.  About 1 in 4 who were prescribed sedatives ended 
up using them for at least a year, despite warnings against long-term use.

September 12, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Leslie Moreno reported that according to numbers from the statewide 
prescription monitoring program, doctors prescribed fewer opioids to patients in 2017 
than 2016.  The database can’t track illegal narcotic use but the decrease in 
prescriptions is a good sign since most of heroin users said their first experience with 
opioids came from a prescription drug.  

September 14, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the Department of Agriculture recalled more than 
46,000 pounds of Bob Evans sausage links.  The sausage may contain bits of hard 
plastic.  Bob Evans said the concerns were related to five specific products distributed 
in 12 states.  Fox Illinois website has a list of affected products.

Public Service Announcements

Goodwill Industries International 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 85 times
• PSA sponsored by Goodwill Industries International  

The campaign strives to raise awareness to the direct link between the donations of 
used clothes and household items to Goodwill and job creation.  Goodwill is the leading 
non-profit provider of job training and career and community services.  Goodwill uses 
the revenue earned from the donations to fund job training and development programs.  
Viewers can visit www.goodwill.org for more information on their job training and 
employment programs.

Hospice Support Fund
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 17 times
• PSA sponsored by Hospice Support Fund 

http://www.goodwill.org


This campaign strives to raise awareness of end of life issues and the options 
Americans should have.  Hospice Support Fund is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting end of life care at home rather than in a hospital.  Viewers can 
visit www.hospicesupportfund.org for more information or to donate to help make end of 
life home care available to all Americans.

Susan G. Komen Organization
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 13 times
• PSA sponsored by the Susan G. Komen Organization

The campaign strives to help reduce breast cancer deaths.  The organization uses 
donations for research, community health outreach, advocacy and programs in more 
than 60 countries.  To date, their efforts have reduced breast cancer deaths by 38%.  
Viewers can visit www.komen.org to donate or for more information on breast cancer.

http://www.hospicesupportfund.org
http://www.komen.org

