
July 8, 2013 

 

Subject: Issues/Programs list 

 

For:  Public Inspection File 

 

The attached is a list of issues/programming for the period April 1 through June 30, 2013 

telecast on KYTV, Springfield, Missouri. 

 

1. SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2013 – 5:00-6:00AM 

“U.S. FARM REPORT”  

  

2. SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2013 9-10AM 

“MEET THE PRESS” 

 

3. SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2013 5:00-6:00AM 

“U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

4. SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2013 9-10AM 

“MEET THE PRESS” 

  

5. SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2013 5:00-6:00AM 

“U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

6. SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 2013 9-10AM 

“MEET THE PRESS” 

 

9. SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2013  5:00-6:00AM  

 “U.S. FARM REPORT”  

 

10. SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2013  9-10AM  

 “MEET THE PRESS” 

 

11. SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2013  5:00-6:00AM 

 “U.S. FARM REPORT”  

 

12. SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2013  9-10AM  

 “MEET THE PRESS” 

 

13. SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2013  5:00-6:00AM 

 “U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

14. SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2013  9-10AM  

 “MEET THE PRESS” 

 

15. SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2013  5:00-6:00AM 

 “U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

16. SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2013  9-10am 

       “MEET THE PRESS” 



 

17. SATURDAY, MAY 25, 2013  5:00-6:00AM 

 “U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

18. SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2013  9-10AM  pre-empted for French Open Tennis 

 “MEET THE PRESS”   

 

19. SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2013  5:00-6:00AM 

 “U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

20. SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2013  9-10AM pre-empted for Children’s Miracle Network Telethon 

 “MEET THE PRESS”     

 

21. SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2013  5:00-6:00AM 

 “U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

22. SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2013  9-10am pre-empted for French Open Tennis 

 “MEET THE PRESS”  

 

23. SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 2013 5:00-6:00AM 

 “U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

24. SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2013  9-10AM 

 “MEET THE PRESS” 

 

25. SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2013  5:00-6:00AM 

 “U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

26. SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 2013  9-10AM 

       “MEET THE PRESS” 

 

27. SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 2013 5:00-6:00AM 

 “U.S. FARM REPORT” 

 

28.  SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 2013 9-10AM 

        “MEET THE PRESS” 

 

 

Program synopsis for U.S. Farm Report can be found at www.agweb.com 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

Janet Furneaux 

Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

 

  

 

 

  

http://www.agweb.com/
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NBCUNIVERSAL MEDIA, LLC 
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH 

CLOSED CAPTIONING REQUIREMENTS FROM 
APRIL 1, 2013 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2013 

 
 
 

I, Jean Dietze, Executive Vice President, Affiliate 
Relations, NBC Television Network, a division of NBCUniversal 
Media, LLC, (the “Network”), hereby certify that, during the 
above-titled calendar quarter, all programming transmitted by 
the Network pursuant to the Network’s affiliation agreement 
complied with the rules and policies relating to closed 
captioning of the Federal Communications Commission         
(47 C.F.R. §79.1, et al). 

 
 
 
 

 Date: JULY 2, 2013 



Health Watch 

2
nd

  Quarter 2013 

Topic Show Date Duration Synopsis 

Breast Cell Research 
Ozarks 

Today 
4/1 3;36 

It's a game-changing discovery from researchers in 
San Francisco.  
And it could lead to a treatment, or possibly a cure, 
for people with diabetes, parkinson's and alzheimer's.  
     Marianne Favro takes a look. 

Colon Cancer Cure 
Ozarks 

Today 
4/3 3:14 

In this morning's family healthwatch... 
Cancer screenings and new surgical techniques are 
revolutionizing treatment. 
And now patients are seeing cancer stopped in its 
tracks with a 100-percent cure rate. 

Surgery Questions 5pm 4/3 4:21 

Facing surgery? 
get ready to talk to your doctor. 
     K-y-3's Lisa Rose joins us now with the family 
health watch. 
     Every year, more than 15-million americans have 
some kind of surgery.  
     Experts say there are some important questions to 
ask, before you schedule the procedure. 

Elective C-Sections 5pm 4/8 4:20 

Any mom can tell you-- 
the last few weeks of pregnancy can be tough and 
uncomfortable. 
     It can be hard to wait for nature to start the birthing 
process.. but experts say that's usually best. 
     KY3's Lisa Rose joins us now with the family 
health watch. 
     In recent years... Doctors have often scheduled 
early c-sections or induced deliveries 
     But a recent push by the March of Dimes has 
more moms waiting to give birth. 

Antibiotic Overuse 

Changes 

Ozarks 

Today 
4/15 4:01 

in this morning's family healthwatch... 
A new study found U-S doctors are prescribing 
enough antibiotics to give 4 out of 5 Americans every 
year. 
And that overuse is one reason antibiotics are losing 
their strength -- but new changes are on the way that 



will change how we prescribe antibiotics. 

Coping with Tragedy 5pm 4/16 4:08 

It's been 
difficult to comprehend the horrific bombings in 
Boston. 
     And that makes explaining it to kids even tougher. 
     K-y-3's Lisa Rose joins us now with the family 
health watch. 
     It takes awhile to come to grips with tragedies like 
this that we see unfold on T-V. 
     Some may be wondering if they can feel safe at 
public events ever again. 

Sun Screen Use 
Ozarks 

Today 
4/17 4:07 

In this morning's family healthwatch... 
A little sunshine can do wonders for the mind and 
body after a long winter. But too much can be 
dangerous. New regulations on sunscreen products 
are now required to help people make educated 
choices to protect their skin. 

Smoking and Women 

Ozarks 

Today 

Weekend 

Edition 

4/21 3:04 

In this morning's family healthwatch... 
Whether or not we smoke is a choice we all make. 
     But women who smoke... or are around those who 
do... face the risk of a number of health problems. 
     Susan Hendricks has more. #### 

Dead Peoples Nerves 5pm 4/22 3:30 

Doctors are finding a new way 
     way to use a particular donor organ from a person 
who has died. 
     K-y-3's Lisa Rose joins us now with the family 
health watch. 
      Pain, numbness, and loss of sensation are 
common effects of nerve damage. 
      fixing damaged nerves used to mean patients had 
to sacrifice another nerve from their body,  
     but now there's an easier way. 

Smile Surgery 
Ozarks 

Today 
4/25 3:43 

A new pediatric facial procedure is allowing one Utah 
teen the ability to do something she hasn't been able 
to in more than a decade -- smile. 

Lungs Coils Emphysema 5pm 4/26 3:10 
Emphysema destroys the air sacs in your lungs, 
making it harder and harder to breath. 
      Millions of people struggle with it every day, but a 



new treatment could help many advanced cases. 

Fitness Apps 
Ozarks 

Today 
4/29 3:48 

We're finally welcoming some warm spring-like 
weather to the Ozarks and that means more time 
spent outdoors. 
NBC's Mike Wendland has some fitness apps that will 
keep you motivated as they track your progress. 

Pups in Health Care 5pm 5/2 4:14 

Sometimes the best 
medicine does *not* come out of a bottle. 
     KY3's Lisa Rose joins us now with the family 
health watch. 
     From autistic kids to people with chronic pain, 
they've been shown to be beneficial without any real 
side effects. 
     they aren't miracle pills, they're pups. 
     and they're making a difference in health care. 

Grill Brush Danger 5pm 5/8 5:15 

Nothing more fun 
a backyard cookout. 
     But it resulted in a very bad experience for one 
teenager. 
     K-y-3's Lisa Rose joins us now with the family 
health watch. 
     It's one of the first signs of summer... a barbecue 
with family and friends. 
       but a little known grilling hazard has re-surfaced -
- and even sent a washington state teenager to the 
hospital. 

Body after Baby 

Ozarks 

Today 

Weekend 

Edition 

5/12 2:51 

In this morning's family healthwatch... 
Being a mother is very busy--- especially with little 
ones. 
     But experts say exercise is a part of a healthy 
lifestyle for mom and baby.  
     So how soon is too soon for exercising? 

Underage Drinking 5pm 5/13 4:19 

There's a new push to 
educate kids on the dangers of underage drinking. 
          KY3's Lisa Rose has your Family health watch. 
     the time for parents to begin that conversation 
might be sooner than you think. 
     A new report shows about a third of 8th graders in 



the United States have tried alcohol. 
     Health experts say the time to start talking about 
drinking should start around age eight or nine-- when 
parents still have quite a bit of influence. 

Deadly Brain Drain 5pm 5/15 2:53 

Sinus infections and allergies affect more than 31-
million americans every year.  
     one woman thought her non-stop running nose 
was a symptom of that, but it was something far more 
serious. 
      a warning, this story does contain graphic surgery 
video. 

Bionic Hands 5pm 5/17 4:31 

Some amazing technology 
     is helping a woman from Georgia learn -- again -- 
to do the things she once took for granted. 
     K-y-3's Lisa Rose joins us now with the family 
health watch. 
Aimee Copeland survived a rare flesh eating bacteria 
last year and lost her hands as a result. 
     But now she's hit a milestone... With new bionic 
hands. 

Wearable Difibrillator 5pm 5/20 3:51 

/it's 
a fashion statement that could save the life of 
someone you love. 
     KY3's Lisa Rose joins us now with the family 
health watch. 
     Medical experts believe nearly one in three 
sudden deaths due to cardiac problems happen 
overnight when a person is asleep. 
     Now a wearable device is helping some wake up 
and live to see another day. 

Exercise in School 5pm 5/23 3:34 

The school year is over or winding down for most 
kids. 
     Maybe the grade card this year left a little to be 
desired. 
     Some experts say more physical activity should be 
in the mix. 

Invisible Hearing Aid 5pm 5/24 3:18 

Hearing loss is the third most common physical 
condition after heart disease and arthritis. 
      hearing aids used to be the only option for those 
with moderate to severe hearing loss, but now an 



invisible device is giving patients a new choice. 

Knocking Out 

Neuropathy 
5pm 5/28 3:53 

About 20-million people in the united states, including 
more than half of all people with diabetes, suffer from 
the condition called neuropathy.  
     it can cause weakness, numbness, and pain in 
hands and feet. 
      now, a new therapy is helping people get back on 
their feet.  

Family Focused C 

Sections 

Ozarks 

Today 
5/30 3:19 

C-Sections can make moms feel like they're having 
an organ removed rather than bringing a life into the 
world. 
     In this family healthwatch--- a look at what 
hospitals are doing to make them more like natural 
deliveries. 

Sunscreen Aging 5pm 6/3 3:23 

   It turns out sunscreen is one of the most effective 
anti-aging creams there is. 
     Research shows using it every day can 
significantly slow skin aging... Even after the first 
wrinkles pop up. 

Kidney Stone Myths 5pm 6/4 4:03 

  if a sharp pain hits your back or side, beware. 
      it could be a warning sign of a kidney stone.     
     every year one million people in the U-S are 
treated for them. 
      and there's a lot of mis-information about the very 
painful condition. 

Depression Blood Test 5pm 6/6 4:28 

A blood test can detect all kinds of disorders--- 
cholesterol, cancer, even infectious diseases. 
     Now a blood test is being used to detect what's 
going on inside your head. 

Gastric Bypass 5pm 6/7 3:39 

From cutting meals to going under the knife, there are 
lots of ways to lose weight.  
     some work, some don't, 
      but we found a couple who says they fooled their 
brains into thinking they had bariatric surgery. so is it 
hype or can it really help? 

Amniotic Fluid Saves 

Feet 
5pm 6/10 3:05 

Nerve disease caused by type-2 diabetes accounts 
for half of all amputations in the United States. 
     but a new treatment is helping patients keep their 



limbs and it comes from pregnant women. 

Supreme Court Gene 

Test 
5pm 6/13 3:46 

A ruling from the 
U-S Supreme court could increase access to life-
saving research. 
     KY3's Lisa Rose joins us now with the family 
health watch. 
     The supreme court ruled today that *human* D-N-
A cannot be patented. 
     The case focused on two genes that help detect 
breast cancer. 

Drowning Prevention 5pm 6/14 4:43 

With swimming comes the danger of drowning.   
     But there are some steps to take to keep your kids 
safe.  
     In real life, drowning often doesn't look like what 
we think.. and new high-tech tools can be used to 
keep swimmers  safe. 

Laser for Cataracts 5pm 6/17 3:04 

the lens of the eye helps us focus, but as we age, 
cataracts can develop. 
      more than 22-million americans over the age of 
40 have cataracts, and that number is expected to 
rise by 50-percent in the next decade. 
     Now a new high-tech laser is giving some patients 
a new option to get their sight back. 

Fruit Flies for Cancer 5pm 6/18 3:08 

A childhood cancer called rab-doe myo-sarcoma 
often turns deadly.  
     it only affects a couple hundred kids in the u-s 
each year, but a diagnosis can be devastating. 
      now, doctors are close to a treatment and they 
have fruit flies to thank for it. 

Blood Pressure IQ 5pm 6/20 3:39 

About one in three americans has high blood 
pressure, and nearly one-third doesn't know it. 
     Misinformation is abundant when it comes to this 
common condition. 

New Heart Procedure 5pm 6/21 4:06 

Atrial fibrillation is the most common form of irregular 
heartbeat...and the leading cause of stroke. 
     Now, there's a new way to treat what can be a 
deadly problem. 



Spider Bite Test Noon 6/24 6:00 

In family healthwatch...  
University of Missouri cattle researchers are helping 
doctors develop a better test to diagnose spider bites.  
Kent Faddis explains why they're turning to animal 
scientists in Rolla for help. 

Stopping Seizures with 

Lasers 
5pm 6/24 2:46 

One in five children with epilepsy does *not* respond 
to medication. 
     So some patents with uncontrollable seizures are 
now getting a new treatment using lasers. 

Better Ankle Surgery 5pm 6/25 3:19 

when arthritis affects the ankle, simply walking can be 
excruciating.  
     Fusing the ankle joint or putting in a metal implant 
can help, but for active patients, they could wear out 
quickly. 
     Now one doctor is using a procedure that has the 
potential to last a lifetime.   

Test for Heart Disease 5pm 6/26 3:24 

Heart disease is the leading cause of death 
worldwide.  
     while there have been great strides in preventing 
it, the hardest part has been figuring out who is at 
high risk, especially since men and women often 
have different symptoms. 
 now, a new sex-specific blood test is helping answer 
that. 

Train your Brain 5pm 6/27 3:46 

Sometimes a person has memory problems... Even 
the early stages of Alzheimers... But can still function 
well in everyday life. 
     But doctors say a form of mental re-hab can 
actually help these patients retrain their brain. 

Pellet Gun Dangers 5pm 6/28 3:43 

In our family healthwatch... 
      A family from Doniphan, Missouri is keeping vigil 
by the bedside of their son who was critically injured 
this week. 
       He was shot in the head by a pellet gun that went 
off accidentally. 
     Reporter Betsy Bruce talked with his family. 

Test for Heart Disease 5pm 6/30 3:26 

In health news now... Heart disease is the leading 
cause of death worldwide.  
     while there have been great strides in preventing 
it, the hardest part has been figuring out who is at 



high risk, especially since men and women often 
have different symptoms. 
      As K-y-3's Lisa Rose reports, a new gender-
specific blood test is helping answer that. 

 

 



 

Awards received in 2nd Quarter 2013 

 

Who Won Type of Award Group  

Jay Scherder Man of the Year 
Leukemia and Lymphoma 

Society 

Paul Morehouse 
Writing – The matt Stephens Story:  “How 

Thankful I Am” 
Regional Murrow 

Steve Grant & Tom 

Schultheis 

Bronze - Business Reporting Category – 

Cooked Corn 
Kansas City Press Club 

Emily Wood & Tom 

Schultheis 

Honorable Mention - Business Reporting 

Category – Branson Business:  Before and 

After the Tornado 

Kansas City Press Club 

Emily Wood & Jerrod 

McCully 

Bronze – Feature – Ozarks Couple Offers 

help for others dealing with loss 
Kansas City Press Club 

Emily Wood & Jerrod 

McCully 

Silver – Profile - Age Old Remedy Creates 

Hope for Cancer Patients 
Kansas City Press Club 

Dori Olmos Silver – News Program – KY3 News at 6 Kansas City Press Club 

Paul Adler, Thomas 

Leonard, Justin Haase, 

Jerrod McCully 

Silver – General – Church Battles Trash 

Dumpers 
Kansas City Press Club 

Dori Olmos 
First Place – Complete Newscast – KY3 

News at 6 

Missouri Broadcasters 

Association 

Jay Scherder, Tim 

Leimkuhler, James 

Holmes 

Certificate of Merit – Feature Reporting – 

General Lee—Beacon of Hope 

Missouri Broadcasters 

Association 

Sara Forhetz & Tom 

Schultheis 

First Place – Investigative Reporting – 

Crooked Car Dealer Confronted 

Missouri Broadcasters 

Association 

Jay Scherder & Tim 

Leimkuhler 

First Place – News Series – The Lyme 

Disease Controversy 

Missouri Broadcasters 

Association 

Chad Plein Certificate of Merit – Sports – Breaking 100 
Missouri Broadcasters 

Association 

Paul Adler, Thomas 

Leonard, Justin Haase, 

Jerrod McCully 

First Place – Feature Reporting - Church 

Battles Trash Dumpers  

Missouri Broadcasters 

Association 

   

   

 



Community Issues 
2nd Quarter 2013 – KY3 

Description of 
Issue 

Show Date Duration Synopsis 

School 
Construction 

KY3 News at 
Six 

4/4/2013 1:21 

They are finishing their last semester in this building. 
In the fall, they'll head over to Westport. 
Construction is wrapping up on a 2009 bond issue that called to 
expand Westport Elementary to a K through 8th grade campus. 
Study opened its doors in the late 1940's. 
Next Thursday night the community is invited to an open house 
for a farewell party. 

School Money 
KY3 News at 

Ten 
4/2/2013 2:39 

Money issues...mayors...school board members...and a 
legislative race...plenty of issues being decided all across the 
Ozarks tonight. 
   Updating results from your community on the bottom of your 
screen...at KY3 dot...and with the KY3 news app on your smart 
phone. 
   Decision 2013 coverage begins in Springfield...with voters 
saying yes to a 71-and-a-half million dollar bond issue dubbed 
classrooms for kids...to add classrooms and remodel schools in 
the R-12 district. 
   R-12 voters also approved what was called teachers for kids...a 
20-cent tax levy increase to hire more teachers to keep class 
sizes down. 
   Ky3's Mike Landis is at Portland elementary with how the 
money will be spent...and reaction to today's vote. 

Education 
Ozarks 
Today 

5/8/2013 :33 

Ky3's  Ready To Learn series shined a light on what local 
educators see as serious problems. 
Some of those key issues included children entering kindergarten 
already behind and the cost of pre-K programs for children. 
Tonight, we will host a Ready to Learn Town Hall meeting. Area 
administrators, teachers and community leaders will discuss the 
importance of these education issues. 
The event is a collaboration between Ky3 and the Springfield 
News- Leader. 
Tune in to the Ozarks C-W at 9 for the one-hour special 
presentation. 



Education 
Ozarks 
Today 

5/8/2013 :20 

Tune in to the Ozarks C-W tonight at nine for the Ready To Learn 
town hall. 
Area administrators, teachers and community leaders will talk 
about education issues -- including the growing costs of Pre-K 
programs. The event is a partnership between Ky3 and the 
Springfield News- Leader. Once again that's nine tonight on the 
Ozarks C-W. 

Education 
KY3 News at 

Noon 
5/8/2013 :34 

Ky3's  Ready To Learn series shined a light on what local 
educators see as serious problems. 
Some of those key issues included children entering kindergarten 
already behind and the cost of pre-K programs for children. 
Tonight, we will host a Ready to Learn Town Hall meeting. Area 
administrators, teachers and community leaders will talk about 
the importance of these education issues. The event is a 
collaboration partnership between Ky3 and the Springfield News- 
Leader. Tune in to the Ozarks C-W at 9 for the one-hour special 
presentation. 

Education 
KY3 News at 

Six 
5/8/2013 :29 

Ky3's Ready To Learn series highlighted issues with the 
education system in Missouri...in particular, the importance of 
pre-kindergarten education. 
Tonight, we will host a Ready to Learn Town Hall meeting.  
Area administrators, teachers and community leaders will discuss 
several education issues.  
     The event is a collaboration between Ky3 and the Springfield 
News- Leader.  
     Tune in to the Ozarks C-W at 9 for the one-hour special 
presentation...it's also streaming at KY3 dot com. 

Education 
KY3 News at 

Ten 
5/8/2013 1:13 

Earlier tonight, KY3 News -- in partnership with the Springfield 
News Leader -- hosted a Ready to Learn Town Hall meeting... 
Which continued our series of reports highlighting the importance 
of pre-Kindergarten education in the Springfield area.  
     I moderated the meeting with Lisa Rose on the Ozarks C-W.. 
And Lisa is in our community room to give us a recap. 
Ky3's Ready To Learn series highlighted issues with the 
education system in Missouri...in particular, the importance of 
pre-kindergarten education. 

Fire Prevention 
for Kids 

KY3 News at 
Five 

5/29/2013 1:43 
Each year dozens of kids end up *here because of fire related 
accidents. 



"We see a lot of children burned from various reasons all the way 
from incidental to intentional and some of the house fires are 
unfortunately from fire setters that something went terribly terribly 
wrong." 
In fact, for every 100 people who die in fires in the U.S,  24 of 
them are killed because kids were playing with fire. 
It's a government statistic local fire departments know all too well.  
It may be that curiosity but then it catches a house on fire, a 
school on fire, lives may be lost. 
"Basically we wanted to develop a program that would help kids 
who have a desire to play with fire." 
And that sparked the idea for the Southwest Missouri Youth Fire 
Intervention Coalition... or Y-F-I. 
It's program for anyone....parents, family members, or community 
organizations to turn to if they know a child who needs help. 
We want to make sure that we are able to evaluate them, what 
are their needs? Is it simply a cutiosity to fire set or is there some 
type of deeper level behavioral issue that needs to be addressed 
with some professional counseling (13) 
This new initiative is paid for through a community partnership… 
between the fire departments and the very place some burn 
victims end up.   
The resources need to be provided to help these kids get into the 
counseling and the education and it's not a huge cost but there is 
some money spent on it.  
Mercy Hospital's burn unit is covering the cost of counseling for 
kids in the program....that's one hundred dollars a session.   
Depending on the needs of the child some could attend up to 
three of those 30-minute sessions.   

Square Task 
Force 

KY3 News at 
Six 

6/4/2013 :25 

Today a task force pitched a few ideas on how to improve park 
central square to make it more user-friendly. 
     Among them...tweaking laws that would prohibit skateboarding 
and panhandling. 
     The task force took four months to collect information from the 
community on how to improve the area... one of the biggest 
complaints is too many people loitering at night. 
     Other issues include updating the square as a whole. 

Health KY3 News at 6/10/2013 :37 A call for help from area blood banks...as the summer shortages 



Ten hit earlier than usual. 
     The Community Blood Center of the Ozarks issued a code 
yellow alert for ALL blood types. 
     That means there is less than a two day reserve supply of 
blood for area patients. 
     Donors are urged to give immediately at a center near you. 
     There are two Community Blood Center donation sites in 
Springfield...one on south Glenstone and the other on west 
Plainview Road. 

Sexual Equality 
KY3 News at 

Six 
6/13/2013 1:25 

Those in the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community 
plan to celebrate Saturday in the annual Pridefest. 
it's a way to let the rest of the community know how diverse and 
how large our community is in the area. 
They consider this good timing as they wait for a final report from 
the sexual orientation and gender identity task force. 
This is a good opportunity to talk about what's going on. This is a 
good time for the community to talk against homophobia, to fight 
prejudges and really see the community for what it is.  
City council tabled the issue last August and formed a 15 
member task force. Retired Judge J. Miles Sweeney is the 
chairman. He cannot vote with the group. 
we will try to identify options for city council and prioritize those 
options and also try to give city council some indication of a need 
for such an ordinance.  
The task force meets on Monday and hopes to have a final report 
in August. 
what I tell people is this is not an advocacy committee. This is 
study committee. We are taking the time to study the information 
that's available so council will have opportunity to make a 
decision on real information and not who just talks the loudest. 
L-G-B-T folks consider Pridefest an event for all and believe this 
will keep the momentum going.  
we are all part of the same community. Everybody is welcome. 

     

     

     

     

 



April 05, 2013  
COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 

"MEET THE PRESS" 
WEEKEND LISTINGS (4/7/13) 

* * *  

 
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
Senate Budget Committee 
 
* * *  
 
Fmr. Gov. Bill Richardson (D-NM) 
Fmr. U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
 
Michèle Flournoy 
Fmr. Undersecretary of Defense Policy 
Co-chair of the Board of Directors, Center for a New American Security 
 
* * *  
 
Mike Murphy 
Republican Strategist 
 
Maggie Haberman 
Senior Political Writer, Politico 
 
Andrea Mitchell 
Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent, NBC News 
 
* * *  
 
This Sunday: The bipartisan Senate group known as the Gang of 8 is preparing to unveil their 
immigration legislation this week and we’ll talk with one of the group’s key members: Sen. 
Lindsey Graham (R-SC). He’ll also weigh in on the upcoming budget fight, as well as the new 
jobs numbers out Friday as employers hired the fewest number of workers in nine months. 
Plus, tensions have been escalating on the Korean peninsula for days with threats of nuclear 
war coming from the North. Is armed conflict on the horizon or is it all for show? What do we 
know about the young North Korean leader? We’ll have insights and analysis from Fmr. Gov. 
Bill Richardson (D-NM), who traveled to North Korea earlier this year, and Michèle Flournoy 
who served as undersecretary of defense policy under President Obama from 2009-2012. 



 
Then: The political speculation has already begun: Could Hillary Clinton and Joe Biden end up 
becoming political rivals vying for the same job in 2016? Plus, why is there such a political 
disconnect between Congress and the public on gun control? How will that affect the prospect 
of anything getting passed? And as the president prepares to release his budget next week, 
new jobs numbers show that hiring may be slowing. How will this affect the rhetoric about 
what to do to boost the economy? Bill Richardson, who faced off against Clinton and Biden in 
2008 during the Democratic presidential primary, re-joins the conversation, as well as GOP 
strategist Mike Murphy; Politico’s Maggie Haberman; and NBC News Chief Foreign Affairs 
Correspondent Andrea Mitchell. 
 
David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer Martin is the executive 
producer, Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus Drimmer are 
producers. 
 
"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 
New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 
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APRIL 14, 2013 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with David Gregory” featured an interview with 
Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL); a conversation with Senators Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) and Mike 
Lee (R-UT), New York Times columnist David Brooks, the BBC's Katty Kay, and NBC News 
political director and chief White House correspondent Chuck Todd; as well as a special 
discussion about the legacy of Jackie Robinson with documentary filmmaker Ken Burn, Jackie 
Robinson's wife, Rachel Robinson, and actor Harrison Ford, who has a starring role in the new 
Robinson film "42.” 
 
Below are highlights, video, and a rush transcript of today’s program. All content will be 
available online at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
 
# # # 
 
Rubio: “I have avoided making the political calculus on this issue” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/Yn4Mon  
 
MARCO RUBIO: Now, you talk about the political calculus? I, quite frankly, have avoided making 
the political calculus on this issue because, for me, and this may sound, you know, new to 
people or what have you, in terms of how politics works today, but what we have now isn't 
good for anybody. What we have in place today, the status quo, is horrible for America. 
 
 
Rubio defends immigration plan: “It's not amnesty, because you pay serious consequences 
for having violated the law” 
 
MARCO RUBIO: What I said throughout my campaign was that I was against a blanket amnesty. 
And I was and this is not blanket amnesty. On the contrary, this is not blanket anything. And 
secondly, it's not amnesty, because you pay serious consequences for having violated the law. 
 
 
Rubio: “it'll be cheaper, faster and easier to leave and wait ten years than it will be to go 
through this process that we've designed” for those who entered illegally 
 
MARCO RUBIO: What I've said in the past is that there is a pathway to citizenship, and that is 
the legal immigration system. And all this bill does is give people access to the legal immigration 
system. It allows them to earn an access to the legal immigration system. And so what we are 
doing is we are creating an alternative to that path that exists now. And quite frankly, it'll be 



cheaper, faster and easier to leave and wait ten years than it will be to go through this process 
that we've designed. 
 
 
Rubio pushes back against Colin Powell’s comments from January: “I don't agree with the 
Republican Party as characterized by intolerance” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/130BrXJ  
 
MARCO RUBIO: I don't agree with the Republican Party as characterized by intolerance or 
looking down on anybody. ... I think Republicans need to do a better job of reaching out to 
everyone in the United States. Politics is always about getting the support of the majority of our 
people. 
 
And I think the best way to do that is for the Republican Party to prove, as I think we can, that 
we are the party of upward mobility. We are not the party of the people who have made it. ... 
But we are the party that stands for the people who are trying to make it, the people who are 
trying to start a business out of the spare bedroom of their home, who are trying to give their 
kids a better life. And the only way that's possible is through the America free enterprise 
system which the Democrats on the left are undermining. 
 
 
Rubio on the amendment process: “What we’re working on is a starting point” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/15dm0vI  
 
MARCO RUBIO: What we're working on is a starting point. It is not the take-it-or-leave-it offer. 
It is a starting point of reform. ... We are going to get ideas that make it better. And I welcome 
that. Now, there are amendments designed to undermine this. There are amendments that will 
be designed to make this thing undoable. And obviously, I'll oppose those, especially if that's 
the intent of them. 
 
 
Rubio on guns: “We have a violence problem in America. Guns are what people are using. But 
violence is our problem.” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/17zmv2z  
 
MARCO RUBIO: We are spending all of our time talking about background checks as if, 
somehow, criminals will no longer getting guns because they have to undergo a background 
check. We're lying to people. That isn't true. 
 
The fact of the matter is that we have a violence problem in America. Guns are what people are 
using. But violence is our problem. And no one is having a debate about the violence problem. 
And I think this is a missed opportunity to have an honest and open conversation in this country 
about why these horrifying things are happening, not simply what they're using to carry this 
out, but why are people doing this to begin with? And all the focus is on laws that only law 



abiding people are going to follow. 
 
 
Rubio on North Korea: “it's a mistake to view North Korea as a government. It really is more 
like a criminal syndicate” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/Zutdzj  
 
MARCO RUBIO: The truth of the matter is that I think it's a mistake to view North Korea as a 
government. It really is more like a criminal syndicate. And this young man who's now in charge 
of government there is even more erratic, as hard as it is to believe, than his predecessors. So 
it's a very dangerous situation. I'm glad to see that Secretary Kerry visited China yesterday. I 
think it's important that the Chinese weigh in on this.  
 
 
Rubio: “It was hypocritical for Jay-Z and Beyonce to go down to Cuba.” 
 
MARCO RUBIO: I thought it was hypocritical for Jay-Z and Beyonce to go down to Cuba. ... You 
know, Jay-Z's a guy that wears the Che Guevara t-shirt and he doesn't realize Che Guevara was 
a racist. Che Guevara was a murderer and a killer. ... Beyond that, I would say that the 
fundamental problem is not Jay-Z and Beyonce. The fundamental problem is that these trips to 
Cuba are being abused. They are not people to people trips. They are tourist trips that are 
providing hard currency for a dictatorial, tyrannical regime to get hard currency that it uses to 
oppress its people. And that's why these trips need to be carefully scrutinized. 
 
 
Lee outlines concerns about comprehensive immigration reform 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/Zqc6Q4  
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: What I'm most concerned about is the fact that I think we need to undertake 
this in a step by step fashion. I agree with 70 or 80% of what they've been talking about. But I 
think we're best served if we start with border security and move onto decent modernization, 
the entry/exit system. We can get those things passed. There's broad-based bipartisan 
consensus for those things. It'll be a lot easier to deal with the 11 million once those are in 
place. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: But is the pathway to citizenship the real deal breaker for you? 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: The pathway to citizenship, right now, before those other element are in place, 
is the deal breaker for me. It's not necessarily something that would be a deal breaker down 
the road. I just think we need to get the other things in place first. It's a matter of sequencing. 
 
 
Gillibrand: “the national debate has changed” since Bush immigration effort in 2007 
 



SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: I think the national debate has changed. The country has shifted. 
And we know that if you have comprehensive immigration reform, you're going to strengthen 
the economy. ... We want to see economic growth. This is an economic engine. And again, I 
mean we believe that diversity strengthens our nation. It's what our country was founded on. 
So this comprehensive approach and this really balanced approach that does really focus on 
national security issues, as well, is something that I think will garner long term bipartisan 
support. 
 
 
Gillibrand on gun reform: “This is not about the NRA” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/Zqc3E5  
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: This is not about the NRA. This is about families. This is about 
America. 70% of NRA members like the background check bill, like the straw-purchase bill. They 
even support things like assault weapons ban. So if you're talking about people, and you're 
talking about America and what Americans want, Americans want these reforms. You just saw 
that mother who lost her child. You cannot do nothing in the face of that tragedy. 
 
 
# # #  
 
Video clips from today’s program: 
 
Full interview with Sen. Rubio 
http://nbcnews.to/132YBJd 
 
Full conversation with Sens. Gillibrand and Lee 
http://nbcnews.to/YFqXus 
 
Full discussion about Jackie Robinson 
http://nbcnews.to/15dm66L  
 
Full PRESS Pass interview with Harrison Ford 
http://nbcnews.to/ZpUPGP  
 
# # # 
 
Below is a RUSH transcript of this morning’s broadcast -- mandatory attribution to NBC News’ 
“Meet the Press.” A final transcript of the program will be available at 
www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
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DAVID GREGORY: This Sunday, a critical phase for the Obama agenda: guns, immigration and 
the budget. Can the gridlock in Washington be broken? 
 
My lead guest this morning is the key GOP player in the immigration debate, Florida senator 
and prospective 2016 presidential candidate, Marco Rubio. 
 
Also this morning, the gun debate: High emotion as Newtown families lobby for tighter gun 
restrictions. What chance does a new compromise on background checks have in a divided 
Congress? 
 
(Videotape) 
 
President Obama: What's more important to you: our children, or an A grade from the gun 
lobby? 
 
(End videotape) 
 
The debate this morning as part of our political roundtable: with us Democrat from New York, 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand and Republican from Utah, Senator Mike Lee. 
 
Finally, Jackie Robinson, baseball, and race in America. A new film about his life is out this 
weekend. Why his story is so meaningful even to a younger generation in the age of President 
Obama. 
 
Joining us for a special conversation: Jackie Robinson’s wife of 26 years, Rachel Robinson, and 
historian and documentary filmmaker Ken Burns. 
 
ANNOUNCER: From NBC News in Washington, the world’s longest running television program, 
this is MEET THE PRESS with David Gregory. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
And good Sunday morning. Excuse my laryngitis. On Tuesday a bipartisan group of senators will 
present its long-awaited plan for immigration reform. The so-called Gang of Eight has wrapped 
up months of negotiations and will present a bill that includes a pathway to citizenship for 
many of the 11 million immigrants who are here without documentation. With us now, the man 
at the center of bringing this group together, Republican senator from Florida, Marco Rubio. 
Senator, welcome back to Meet the Press. 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Thank you. Thanks for having me. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
I have to apologize for sounding like Peter Brady from The Brady Bunch this morning. I'm a little 
under the weather, so bear with me. 



 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Thank-- that's fine. (CHUCKLE) I just thought you were getting emotional. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Yeah. (LAUGHTER) Let's get right to the issue of immigration and the so-called "Gang of Eight." 
If we were to sum up this proposal, it would be to beef up border security, at the same time, 
create a pathway to citizenship for illegal immigrants now in the country. Why would you 
support this, given the obvious political risk that this carries in your own party? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well, three things. First of all, even if we didn't have a single person in this country in violation 
of immigration laws, we'd still have to do immigration reform, because our legal immigration 
system is broken. It's not good for anybody, the way it works right now. And this bill 
modernizes it in a way that's going to get broad-based support. 
We also have to be able to enforce our laws. And this bill will pass a ser-- this bill once 
introduced, as we've agreed to, I think, will show that a broad base of enforcement measures, 
unlike anything this country's ever seen. And what it does is it creates a way for us to address 
the millions of people that are here undocumented in a way that's compassionate, but also, in a 
way that's responsible. 
It will allow them to ultimately earn access to our legal immigration system. They will still have 
to apply. It doesn't reward, or it doesn't award them anything. But it does give them access to 
our legal immigration system through a process that will not encourage people to come here 
illegally in the future, and then through a process that isn't unfair for people that have done it 
the right way. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
So-- 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Now, you talk about the political calculus? I, quite frankly, have avoided making the political 
calculus on this issue because, for me, and this may sound, you know, new to people or what 
have you, in terms of how politics works today, but what we have now isn't good for anybody. 
What we have in place today, the status quo, is horrible for America. 
The only people benefiting from the status quo in immigration today are the people trafficking 
human beings across the border, and the people who are hiring illegal labor for cheap 
purposes. You know, so they've got to pay them very little. These are the only people benefiting 
from the status quo. It's bad for (VOICE) everybody else. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
As you well know, and the criticism is fast and furious from conservatives like Ted Cruz from 
Texas, your fellow Senator, who says, for those who are going through the legal process, they'll 
feel like chumps who are outside this country. His word, "Because those who are here illegally 
would get on this legal path to citizenship, even if they would pay a penalty, even if they would 



pay a fine and have to go through other checks. Why isn't it tantamount to amnesty, as your 
critics say? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well first of all, amnesty is the forgiveness of something. In fact, there will be consequences for 
having violated the law. And they'll be reasonable consequences. But the type of consequences 
(SIC) that-- consequences that ensure that there's no incentive to do it this way again. 
Here's my second point. If you're waiting to come legally to the United States now, no one who 
has done it the wrong way will get it before you. In fact, it will be much cheaper, faster, easier 
and less bureaucratic if you're doing it the right way. In no way will having done this the wrong 
way be a reward, in comparison to the people that are waiting to come here legally, or the ones 
who have come here legally in the past. So I can't wait for the details of this to be available, 
because I think people will find that we've addressed that concern specifically and effectively. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Three years ago in a debate, you were clear on this. You said to earn a pathway to citizenship, 
you would have to leave this country if you were here illegally, go back home, and then you 
could come back in. You said an earned pathway was amnesty. Yet, you've changed your mind 
here. Why? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well first of all, what I said throughout my campaign was that I was against a blanket amnesty. 
And I was and this is not blanket amnesty. On the contrary, this is not blanket anything. And 
secondly, it's not amnesty, because you pay serious consequences for having violated the law. 
Third, we need to understand the existing law. The existing law does not prohibit someone-- 
the law today does not prohibit someone who violated the immigration laws from getting a 
green card. It simply says you have to leave the United States and you have to wait ten years. 
What we have done is created an alternative to that, that forces you to wait more than ten 
years, that forces you to pay an application fee, that forces you to pay a significant fine, that 
forces you not to qualify for any federal benefits of any kind, that forces you, tells you you have 
to work and be gainfully employed so that you're not a public charge. 
And ultimately, none of the-- even with all of that, you don't gain access to the green card 
process. You have to apply for it. It's not, you know, it's not awarded to you. And you don't gain 
access to any of that until there's a universal e-Verify system in place, until there's a universal-- 
(OVERTALK) 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
--entry/exist system in place. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
But there's still a change, isn't there, Senator? I mean you said that you would have to leave the 
country before you could come back. And you've changed on that. 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 



But that's not necessarily what I've said in the past. What I've said in the past is that there is a 
pathway to citizenship, and that is the legal immigration system. And all this bill does is give 
people access to the legal immigration system. It allows them to earn an access to the legal 
immigration system. And so what we are doing is we are creating an alternative to that path 
that exists now. And quite frankly, it'll be cheaper, faster and easier to leave and wait ten years 
than it will be to go through this process that we've designed. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
The political problem the party faces, Republicans face among minority communities, is so large 
if you look at the results from the 2012 election. You've spoken to it, as have others. And I 
wonder whether this is enough. The party's repositioned, you're leading the way on 
immigration, is enough to overcome some of those difficulties. As you know, Colin Powell was 
on the program earlier this year. He had some comments about the plight for the Republican 
Party. And I want to get your response to them. 
(Videotape) 
COLIN POWELL: 
I think what the Republican Party needs to do now is take a very hard look at itself and 
understand that the country has changed. The country is changing demographically. And if the 
Republican Party does not change along with that demographic, they're going to be in trouble. 
There's also a dark-- a dark vein of intolerance in some parts of the Party. What I do mean by 
that? I mean by that is they still sort of look down on minorities. 
(End videotape)  
DAVID GREGORY: 
Do you agree with that? And do you think that these efforts on immigration are enough to 
overcome it? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well first of all, I don't agree with the Republican Party as characterized by intolerance or 
looking down on anybody. And I respectfully disagree with someone who I think has served our 
country admirably. I will say this to you. Obviously, there's political ramifications to everything 
we do in Washington. But it's not the reason to do it. 
And it certainly isn't the reason why I'm involved in doing this. I'm involved in doing this 
because I think what we have now is terrible for the United States of America. We have a legal 
immigration system that does not work. It does not reflect the economic needs of this country 
in the 21st century. 
It needs to be modernized. And our agreement will do that. It will modernize the legal 
immigration system in a way that is more merit-based and jobs-based and less based on 
whether you know someone who already lives here. And that's an important development, 
along with the ability for people to access the workforce and the high-tech field, et cetera. 
The second thing this does is it puts in place effective enforcement mechanisms unlike anything 
we've ever had in the history of this country before. My last point on this: I think Republicans 
need to do a better job of reaching out to everyone in the United States. Politics is always about 
getting the support of the majority of our people. 
And I think the best way to do that is for the Republican Party to prove, as I think we can, that 



we are the party of upward mobility. We are not the party of the people who have made it. 
Certainly we don't begrudge people who have made it. We celebrate what they've done. And in 
America, we've always celebrated success. 
But we are the party that stands for the people who are trying to make it, the people who are 
trying to start a business out of the spare bedroom of their home, who are trying to give their 
kids a better life. And the only way that's possible is through the America free enterprise 
system-- 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
But it-- 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
--which the Democrats on the left are undermining. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Isn't the hole rather deep? I mean look at-- based on our recent poll, favorable/unfavorable 
ratings among Hispanics in this country, comparing you to Hillary Clinton here, look it. She's at 
63-13. You're at 23-12. Similar advantages that the president has over you. Isn't that a sign of 
just how big the hole is, even among Hispanics in this country, between-- 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
I don't-- 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
--you and-- 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
You know-- 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
--and two top tier Democrats? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
I don't know anything about these polls. And, quite frankly, I don't spend a lot of time analyzing 
them. This is not about improving anyone's poll number numbers. This is (CHUCKLE) very 
simple. I'm a Senator. I get paid not to just give speeches. 
I get paid to solve problems. This is a serious problem here in Florida. We have million-- this is a 
serious problem in America. We have millions of people in this country who are illegally here. 
We don't know who they are, where they are. Some of them aren't-- most-- many of them 
aren't paying taxes. It's not good for them, obviously, either. It's not good for our economy. We 
have a legal immigration system that our business community is telling us is keeping them from 
creating jobs-- 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 



Understood. 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
--not to lead the economic-- 
(OVERTALK) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
But Senator-- 
(OVERTALK) 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
We have immigration laws that aren't being enforced. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Is there something that happens in this debate, the amendment process, additional opposition 
from conservatives, that causes you to step back and say, "I can no longer support this 
compromise agreement?" 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well, I've been very clear about my principles of what reform needs to look like. And if this bill 
were to somehow to abandon those principles via the amendment process or what have you, 
certainly I wouldn't support that. But I don't anticipate that. 
Now look, there are amendments. Okay? Amendments designed to make a bill better. And I 
think that's important. What we're working on is a starting point. It is not the take-it-or-leave-it 
offer. It is a starting point of reform. We spent a lot of time crafting it. I think it's a very good 
piece of legislation, a very good law. But obviously, there are 92 other senators who have ideas 
of their own. And I think that, from them, we are going to get ways to improve this. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Yet-- 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
We are going to get ideas that make it better. And I welcome that. Now, there are amendments 
designed to undermine this. There are amendments that will be designed to make this thing 
undoable. And obviously, I'll oppose those, especially if that's the intent of them. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
All right. 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
And so certainly, I mean I'm looking forward to an open process of debate on this. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
I want to get to a couple of other issues, including the gun control debate. Striking moment this 



weekend when you had one of the family members of the victims in Newtown actually give the 
weekly address that the president normally gives. Francine Wheeler had this to say. I want to 
play a portion of it and get your response. 
(Videotape) 
FRANCINE WHEELER:  
We have to convince the Senate to come together and pass commonsense gun responsibility 
reforms that will make our communities safer and prevent more tragedies like the one we 
never thought would happen to us. 
(End videotape) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
How do you answer Francine Wheeler when you are opposed to expanded background check, 
when you voted even to oppose this debate coming forward in the Senate? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well first of all, let me say that my heart, as everyone else's, goes out to these families. I 
actually met with these families, including her and her husband. And it was, I can just tell you, 
the most emotional meeting I've ever had in all my public service, for multiple reasons. 
I also admire these families. Because, quite frankly, their agenda's not a political one. They are 
trying to turn this horrifying tragedy into a positive in some way, in terms of getting some 
changes in public policy. And I applaud them for that. 
Here's my point, and has always been my point on gun laws. They are highly ineffective in terms 
of accomplishing the following goal: And that is to protect the right of law abiding citizens to 
possess weapons, which the second amendment guarantees, a constitutional right. And they 
are ineffective of keeping guns out of the hands of dangerous criminals who, quite frankly, 
because they're criminals, don't care what the law is. So I'm not opposed to all gun laws, I'm 
just opposed to the ones that don't do those two things. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
All right, but-- 
(OVERTALK) 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
--the right of people to possess firearms and to keep it out of the hands of criminals. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
But what would you need to be challenged here? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
And I don't think these proposals accomplish that. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
But Senator, there are existing background checks-- 
 



MARCO RUBIO: 
Go ahead. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
--at the federal level. You know that. This would expand those checks-- 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Yes. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
--in order to shore up certain loopholes. How is it that those additional checks would 
undermine the second amendment? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well first of all, we have, for example, concealed weapon permits across this country, like my-- I 
have one. These are people that are pre-approved in terms of getting concealed weapons 
permits. So perhaps there's a way to accommodate that across all 50 states, where a concealed 
weapons permit is treated as a de facto background check. 
But ultimately, the reason why we are doing this, in essence, we are spending all of our time 
talking about background checks as if, somehow, criminals will no longer getting guns because 
they have to undergo a background check. We're lying to people. That isn't true. 
The fact of the matter is that we have a violence problem in America. Guns are what people are 
using. But violence is our problem. And no one is having a debate about the violence problem. 
And I think this is a missed opportunity to have an honest and open conversation in this country 
about why these horrifying things are happening, not simply what they're using to carry this 
out, but why are people doing this to begin with? 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Senator? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
And all the focus is on laws that only law abiding people are going to follow. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
You know the political analysis right now as a prospective 2016 nominee. You've got to be 
careful not to stray too far from the Republican Party on guns, particularly when you're 
stepping out and trying to be a leader on immigration. So you've got to pick your areas where 
you're going to stand up. 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well David, I disagree with that analysis. My position on guns is the same they've always been. 
The second amendment is a constitutional right. I didn't write that into the constitution. That's 
in there. And any time that you're going to do anything that impacts a constitutional right, the 
scrutiny should be very, very high. 



And that's what I'm applying to this. If someone can produce the law that keeps guns out of the 
hands of criminals but protects the right of law-abiding citizens to possess them, and doesn't 
infringe on those rights, I would consider that. But the proposals I've seen so far, and I haven't 
fully read the Toomey/Manchin Compromise. But all the proposals I've seen so far do not 
achieve that goal. And quite frankly, they are over-promising. And we are missing a golden 
opportunity to have an important debate about violence in our society. Violence in our society 
is the problem. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
I want to ask you about North Korea, as the administration waits for a potential missile launch 
from Kim Jung Un. How do you think the administration's handled this. How do you diffuse this 
crisis? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well, I don't have much qualms with the way they've handled it, to be quite frank. I think 
they've taken the appropriate steps in terms of repositioning assets to the region to protect the 
United States and to make very clear that we are going to live up to our security obligations to 
our allies in the region. 
The truth of the matter is that I think it's a mistake to view North Korea as a government. It 
really is more like a criminal syndicate. And this young man who's now in charge of government 
there is even more erratic, as hard as it is to believe, than his predecessors. So it's a very 
dangerous situation. 
I'm glad to see that Secretary Kerry visited China yesterday. I think it's important that the 
Chinese weigh in on this. I think, in the long term it's in the goal of everyone to see a unified 
Korea that actually provides for the people of North Korea the kind of life that they need. 
And I think certainly, in the short term, what we have to ensure is that all of our allies in the 
region clearly understand that we are going to live up to our security commitments, that we are 
positioned militarily to be able to defend the United States if, in fact, these guys carry out an 
irrational or irresponsible act. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Is-- 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
And long term, to make them understand that this pattern of irresponsible behavior, followed 
by some sort of reward in the form of food aid, that those days are over. And that is what's very 
important, that we not reward that behavior with any sort of aid. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
You were critical of the administration this week after a trip down to Cuba by Beyonce and Jay-
Z. They were seen, you know, vacationing there, walking through the streets. It was sanctioned 
by The Treasury Department. Isn't the broader issue here, Senator, what, if anything will it take 
to get more normal relations with Cuba and the United States? 
 



MARCO RUBIO: 
Well, that's up to Cuba. If Cuba wants normal relations, there's certain things they need to do 
like become a normal country that respects the rights of their citizens. I thought it was 
hypocritical for Jay-Z and Beyonce to go down to Cuba. There is, in fact, a rapper right now in 
Cuba who's and a hunger strike and has been persecuted because of his lyrics. 
You know, Jay-Z's a guy that wears the Che Guevara t-shirt and he doesn't realize Che Guevara 
was a racist. Che Guevara was a murderer and a killer. So look, he's an entertainer, obviously. 
He's not in the middle of any public discourse here. But I think it's important to point out when 
people take stances like this that are absurd. 
Beyond that, I would say that the fundamental problem is not Jay-Z and Beyonce. The 
fundamental problem is that these trips to Cuba are being abused. They are not people to 
people trips. They are tourist trips that are providing hard currency for a dictatorial, tyrannical 
regime to get hard currency that it uses to oppress its people. And that's why these trips need 
to be carefully scrutinized. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Senator, final question on politics. Can the nominee of the Republican Party in 2016 be a 
champion for an immigration reform policy that provides a pathway to citizenship for illegal 
immigrants in this country? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
I think that the nominee of our party needs to be someone that has answers to the problems 
our country faces. And immigration is a serious problem. The 11 million people, or supposedly, 
the 11 million people that are here undocumented, is not a theory. No one is talking about 
bringing 11 million people here illegally. They are here now. They will be here for the rest of 
their lives. That needs to be addressed. 
Unless if someone believes we can round them up and deport them, they should advocate that. 
I don't think that's a reasonable goal. If someone thinks that we should basically make life 
miserable for them so that they self deport, they should advocate that. That hasn't gone over 
well in the past because it doesn't work. 
Or we can leave things the way they are. That is status quo, and that is amnesty. Or we can try 
to address it in a way that's responsible. And that's what I'm attempting to do. And that's what I 
hope I can convince my fellow Republicans to be supportive of. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Senator, thank you, as always. Thanks for not making fun of my voice. 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Thank you. 
DAVID GREGORY: 
And coming up here a personal plea from the families of Newtown victims this week. New gun 
control legislation moves forward on Capitol Hill but will controversial measures like expanded 
background checks get through a divided congress. Joining me for a debate, Democratic 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand of New York and Republican Senator from Utah, Mike Lee. Later my 



special conversation about the legacy of Jackie Robinson with his wife of 26 years Rachel 
Robinson and documentary filmmaker Ken Burns. 
 
(COMMERCIAL) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
And we are back with our roundtable. Joining me this morning, Republican Senator from Utah, 
Mike Lee and Democratic Senator from New York, Kirsten Gillibrand, columnist for The New 
York Times, David Brooks, Washington correspondent and anchor for BBC World News America, 
Katty Kay, and NBC News Chief White House correspondent, our political director, Chuck Todd, 
who might just have to take over at any time. Thank you all (CHUCKLE) for being here. 
Senator, let me begin with you and get some reaction to Senator Rubio. Senator Lee, on 
immigration, what is the bottom line here? Are there going to be poison pills that ultimately kill 
this legislation? Or do you see it surviving? 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
I don't know. It's something that might well survive the Senate with a few Republican votes that 
appear to be on it. It could get through, especially if a few others join it. What we don't yet 
know is the details, the fine print of the bill. Some have suggested it could be as-- as long as 
1,500 pages. We have yet to see it. I look forward to seeing it. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
What are you concerned about as you hear Senator Rubio? 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
What I'm most concerned about is the fact that I think we need to undertake this in a step by 
step fashion. I agree with 70 or 80% of what they've been talking about. But I think we're best 
served if we start with border security and move onto decent modernization, the entry/exit 
system. We can get those things passed. There's broad-based bipartisan consensus for those 
things. It'll be a lot easier to deal with the 11 million once those are in place. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
But is the pathway to citizenship the real deal breaker for you? 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
The pathway to citizenship, right now, before those other element are in place, is the deal 
breaker for me. It's not necessarily something that would be a deal breaker down the road. I 
just think we need to get the other things in place first. It's a matter of sequencing. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
And so I mean some of that is very process-y. But Senator Gillibrand, it seems that what 
conservatives want it a real down payment, literally and figuratively, on border security, before 
they're willing to open up the pathway to citizenship peaceably. 
 



SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
I think this conversation's so important. Because the bottom line is immigration reform will 
strengthen our economy, strengthens our security, and really honors our tradition as Americans 
that this country was founded on immigrants. It's the richness and the diversity that 
strengthens our country. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
But what's different now than when President Bush pursued this, when Senator McCain, when 
he was for the idea of a pathway to citizenship, what has changed fundamentally that can get 
conservatives to a place they don't appear to be, which is to support the pathway to 
citizenship? 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
I think the national debate has changed. The country has shifted. And we know that if you have 
comprehensive immigration reform, you're going to strengthen the economy. You're going to 
have more people pay into the system, paying into Social Security, paying their taxes. 
You're going to raise wages so you have more people invest in their local communities in our 
small businesses. We want to see economic growth. This is an economic engine. And again, I 
mean we believe that diversity strengthens our nation. It's what our country was founded on. 
So this comprehensive approach and this really balanced approach that does really focus on 
national security issues, as well, is something that I think will garner long term bipartisan 
support. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
We’re talking about immigration, but we're also talking about the gun debate this weekend. 
Saturday Night Live had a pretty poignant, with a laugh, criticism of what is being debated 
about these background checks. Here's a portion of their open last night. 
 
(Videotape) 
 
Jay Pharoah (as President Obama): Good evening, my fellow Americans. As you know, over the 
past few months, I have made gun control legislation a top priority in my administration, which 
is why I’m so excited to announce that this week, the Senate voted 68-31 to begin debating the 
idea of discussing gun control. Let me say that again, they’ve agreed to think about, talking 
about gun control. Amazing! 
 
 
(End videotape) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Senator Gillibrand, isn't that really the problem? Despite all the emotion, despite the push, 
despite the public opinion polls, not a lot is about to be accomplished here? 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 



I disagree. I think moving forward on this debate is so important because we have Republicans 
who say this is important for the country. And we have gun reform legislation that is bipartisan 
already. We have a background check bill that is now bipartisan. We have an anti-trafficking, 
anti-straw-purchaser bill that I helped to write that is bipartisan. 
We have a lot of bipartisan support on mental health investment. I think we have a very good 
start on beginning to crack down on gun crime. And the bottom line is the families of Newtown, 
the families all across America who lost children every single day to gun violence, they deserve 
a vote. They deserve an answer. They deserve leadership-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
 
All right, but-- 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
And that is what is happening. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
It appears they'll get that, Senator Lee. Do you think what is called Manchin/Toomey here in 
Washington, which is an expanded background check bill, can it pass the Senate? 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
It remains to be seen whether it can pass the Senate. It was introduced just the other day. It 
was interesting, it wasn't introduced until after we had voted to proceed to the bill. You know, 
following the tragedy at Sandy Hook, Americans have been rightfully focused on how to 
prevent such tragedies from occurring in the future. 
But unfortunately, the proposals we've seen would serve primarily to limit the rights of law-
abiding citizens while doing little, if anything, to actually prevent tragedies like this from 
occurring in the future. So Toomey/Manchin does contain some carve-outs. But we know that 
today's carve-outs are tomorrow's loopholes. And that's of concern to us. This bill, I believe, 
would do more to limit the rights of the law-abiding than it would to actually prevent violent 
crime. And that's why I can't support it. 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
And I disagree. Because there's so much in thee bills that have nothing to do with law-abiding 
citizens, they have specifically work to do with criminals. So for example, my anti-trafficking-
straw-purchasing bill, in New York State, 85% of the weapons used in crimes come from out of 
state, and 90% of those weapons are illegal. So you're talking roughly nine out of ten of these 
guns used in crimes are being trafficked by straw-purchasers with the intent on selling them 
directly to gangs. And David, there's 30 people who die every single day because of gun 
violence. We have to answer-- 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 



Let me get-- I want to-- 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
--the pleas of their parents and the communities that are suffering. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
I want to get everybody involved here. But there is-- this is a tough vote for members of your 
own party, for fellow senators. Even you, as a Congresswoman from upstate New York, talked 
about guns much differently and the power of the gun lobby back in 2008 in your campaign 
website. It had this: "Congresswoman Gillibrand grew up in a family of hunters and strongly 
supports the rights of all hunters and gun owners. She's been an ardent opponent of legislation 
that will curb the second amendment for responsible gun owners, and currently has a 100% 
voting record with The National Rifle Association." You were touting that back in 2008 as a 
Congresswoman from a more conservative area. This is tough for Democrats. 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
But that's why I know this bill will work, and this compromise will work. Because it is making 
sure that you protect second amendment rights while not undermining second amendment 
rights by saying, "Criminals have to go through a background check before they can buy that 
weapon," or, "Straw purchasers and traffickers can't be stemming these guns-- " 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
But the NRA doesn't believe that. The NRA does not agree. 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
This is not about the NRA. This is about families. This is about America. 70% of NRA members 
like the background check bill, like the straw-purchase bill. They even support things like assault 
weapons ban. So if you're talking about people, and you're talking about America and what 
Americans want, Americans want these reforms. You just saw that mother who lost her child. 
You cannot do nothing in the face of that tragedy. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
David Brooks, from immigration to guns to the budget. Do you see the parties finding mutual 
self interest to get something done? 
 
DAVID BROOKS: 
Yeah. If you woke up this week, you would be under the illusion we're in a functioning 
democracy. (LAUGHTER) You know, things are working well, especially on immigration. And I've 
got to salute the Gang of Eight. The gang, so far, in the Senate, haven't worked so well. 
But they're actually working well. The administration gave them space. I think Marco Rubio's a 
hero. You know, he said earlier today he's not thinking about the politics. I hope he's thinking 
about the politics. The politics are going to be tough for him if he runs for the president with 



this. But it's heroic what he's doing. 
And so it's senators acting in prudent and courageous ways that we've seen this way. And I 
think that's true on guns, but especially on immigration. So this has been a good week for those 
of us who watch these. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Chuck Todd, question for the senators, or comment on what he's saying? 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, I would just say, I mean I agree with-- I do think the difference between immigration and 
guns is, in immigration, I think the emotion's been taken out of it. And that's why you're seeing, 
I think, a whole bunch of people attack it as public policy rather than getting-- the gun issue, 
because it's so emotional, I think actually makes it harder. 
But Senator Lee, I guess my one question is do you not believe the metric that they're going to 
have with the border security? Do you not believe-- because that supposedly, that has to-- 
there's going to be an amount that they have to come up with and say, "Okay, the border is 
secure. Then the path to citizenship begins." Do you just not believe that's going to be the case? 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
You know, it's not so much that-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Because that's what you were just arguing for. 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
Right. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And that's supposedly in that bill. 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
I mean it's not so much that I don't believe the metric. It's that I think it's a matter of political 
reality. And also is a matter of the practical implementation of these laws. We can pass things 
right now that would deal with border security, and that will implement the entry/exit system, 
and will update and modernize our visa system. We can get that done. There is broad-based 
bipartisan support for all those things in both houses of Congress. We can get that done. 
There is a lot less consensus on what to do with the 11 million. So what I'm saying is let's get 
those things done right now. We will deal with the 11 million once those things are done. And I 
think we'll be able to convince a lot more people to support addressing the 11 million that way. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Katty? 
 
KATTY KAY: 



On the immigration question, it seems that if the border security can be secured, there is no 
reason for the Republican Party nationally not to jump on board on this. And actually, aren't we 
looking in your party at conflicting pools between House districts and House races and what is 
clearly right for the Republican Party in terms of presidential and even Senatorial politics? 
What November revealed about the changing demographics of this country is something that is 
clear from a policy-party point of view, but which, when you talk to individual members of the 
House, it's still going to be the sticking point. I mean I would love to agree with David that we 
are at a time of, you know, functioning government. 
I mean America had got to the stage where it was almost ungovernable recently. But I wonder, 
when these things get out of the Senate and into the House, are we going to hit that roadblock 
again where individual Congressional districts, whether it's on the immigration or whether it's 
on gun control, are still going to gum up the process? 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
But Katty, to your point, you know, if you're just saying that border security's the most 
important issue, we've come a long way on broader security. President Obama's made a big 
commitment on that. He has 21,000 boots on the ground to do the work. They have aerial 
surveillance technology that they've never had before. They've done a lot. The number of 
confiscations that have taken place have continued to decrease over time because they're just 
getting it done. 
So I think to say you can't do immigration reform before you do border security I think is not 
only a red herring, but so short-sighted. Because, again, immigration is such an economic 
issues. As you said, if you're taking the emotion out of it, it's a huge economic engine. If you 
want to put the emotion back in, I'm happy with that, too. (CHUCKLE) Because I like The Dream 
Act. And I think these young children who were brought here by their parents should be able to 
live the American dream. 
 
KATTY KAY: 
But it gets used by House members in the hundred House districts where there isn't an 
immigration-- a cause for having immigration reform, there are not big Hispanic voters, then 
that gets used. It gets used as the reason to gum up the process. 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
If there's one thing we learned from the last comprehensive immigration debate we had in 
2007, it's that when we play politics with this area of the law, everyone loses. We stalled out 
further immigration efforts for, effectively, six years. What I'm saying is not necessarily that you 
have to do border security first because it's the most important. These are all important issues. 
What I'm saying is that it's a matter of sequencing. You've got to deal with border security. 
You've got to have an entry/exit system. And you've got to update and modernize our visa 
system so that it works. And that way, we'll be in a better position to implement and enforce 
whatever laws we have-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 



DAVID GREGORY: 
I've only got a couple minutes left. I want to throw the budget out here, as well, during its part 
over Washington's deal with-- David Brooks, the criticism from Republicans of President Obama 
was that he wasn't taking entitlements seriously. Now he's talking about reducing the benefits 
of Social Security over time. And here was a key Republican who had called upon him to do that 
this week, and his response to the President's budget was the following. 
 
(Videotape) 
 
Rep. Greg Walden (R-OR): His budget really lays out kind of a shocking attack on seniors if you 
will. 
 
(End videotape) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
(LAUGHTER) Here's the head of the Republican Committee to Reelect Republicans in the House 
saying, "We asked you to do this, but now you've done it, and why are you going after seniors?" 
 
DAVID BROOKS: 
Well, that was opportunism on stilts. (CHUCKLE) But I think he was more or less alone. I talked 
to some House leadership people. And they're still, "We should do reform." And so I think what 
Obama did is the right thing to do, but it was too small. 
Essentially, we've got this widening inequality problem. We've got wave stagnation. 52% of the 
kids born out of wedlock to moms under 30-- are born out of wedlock. And discretionary 
spending, all the domestic programs, health, education, welfare, that's going down to 
Eisenhower levels under this budget. 
So I wish you'd be a little more aggressive on entitlements so we can be spending the money on 
young families instead of affluent seniors. And he does do that. He gets-- he goes-- takes a tiny 
step in that direction-- 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
Well-- 
 
DAVID BROOKS: 
--but not a big enough one. 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
I think you make a good point. And then the quickest way to pay down the debt and reduce the 
deficit is create a growing economy. That's why the investments matter to David. Because, for 
example, investing in universal Pre-K makes a difference. Investing in high-tech manufacturer, 
research and development, makes a difference. Increasing the minimum wage makes a 
difference. Those are all priorities in the President's budget that are about economic growth. 
But I think he goes a long way to entitlement reform, particularly in the Medicare/Medicaid 
area, where they're harmonizing rebates. 



 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
Senator-- 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
--that's smart. But I do not-- 
 
SEN. MIKE LEE: 
--you say "against the Social Security-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
But I do not agree with the Social Security cuts. And the reason why I don't agree with the 
Social Security cuts is because why, why, why are we cutting benefits for seniors and veterans 
where Social Security is not a driver of the debt? 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
But-- 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
It's just, for me, it's the wrong priority. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Let me get, I want to get a comment from Chuck, too, about 20 seconds left here, to sort of-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
No, I mean, you know, watching what happened with Greg Walden, okay, the White House, it 
couldn't have gone any better for them. Because here they were, about to take incoming on the 
left. This is exactly what Republicans thought was going to happen. The minute they wanted-- 
they desperately wanted the president to put (UNINTEL PHRASE) on the pad paper. Go own it, b 
they thought, yeah, one of the side benefits will be left, and he'll have this divisive fight. And 
then Walden does what he did. It gave the president a "walk away free from the talks" card. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
All right, I've got to leave it there. 
 
SEN. KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND: 
But he doesn't want to walk away from the talks. 
 
DAVID BROOKS: 
I don't think he does. But if he's not-- but now he's got-- 



 
DAVID GREGORY: 
All right. 
 
DAVID BROOKS: 
--he can claim that they're not-- 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
I've got to get a break in here. Thank you all very much. We're going to take a quick break. 
When we come back, my voice is going to get remarkably better, as you're going to hear my 
special conversation that I taped on Friday about the legacy of baseball legend Jackie Robinson 
and what his story of struggle means today. Joining me, the woman who stood by his side 
through all of it, his wife of 26 years, Rachel Robinson, as well as documentary filmmaker Ken 
Burns. We'll also here from Harrison Ford, who stars in the new Robinson film 42, playing the 
man who made Robinson's story possible, all coming up after this short break. 
 
(COMMERCIAL) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
And we're back. It has been 66 years since Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in baseball. It 
was a big moment then and it is just as important now, even for a generation coming of age 
with President Obama. A new movie is out about his life called 42. It's Jackie Robinson Day 
throughout Major League Baseball tomorrow. In a moment we're going to hear from Harrison 
Ford who I spoke with for Press Pass this week. He plays Dodger owner Branch Rickey in the 
film. Here now with me, documentary filmmaker Ken Burns and Jackie Robinson's wife of 26 
years, Rachel Robinson. Mrs. Robinson, it is just an honor to have you here. Thank you very 
much. 
 
RACHEL ROBINSON: 
Oh, thank you for having me. I'm so thrilled about the film that I love talking about it. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
And Ken, it's always great to see you. Let me start with you, Mrs. Robinson. It struck me that 
you were recently at the White House and the first lady spoke so enthusiastically about the 
film. And she made the observation about how much has changed since Jackie Robinson broke 
the color barrier in baseball. What strikes you about how relevant Jackie Robinson's story is 
even today? 
 
RACHEL ROBINSON: 
Oh, I think it is relevant. I think that particularly young people need to know the history of that 
era so that they can make comparisons between then and now. And we have made a lot of 
progress in America but we still have a long way to go before we can say that we have equality 
of opportunity for everywhere. 
 



DAVID GREGORY: 
It is amazing, Ken Burns. The first African American president and first lady. And yet the 
relevance of this story is perhaps underlined by the fact that there are so many people who 
don't know this story. Even those who are in Major League Baseball. Younger African American 
players. 
 
KEN BURNS: 
Yeah, that's been the tragedy of it. And I think we've overcome a lot of that in recent years and 
the MLB has reached out. But we have to put Jackie in the historical context. He's the first real 
progress in civil rights since the Civil War. You know, this is happening not at a lunch counter, 
not in a bus in Montgomery, Alabama, but on the diamonds of our so called national pastime. 
 
He single handedly transforms American social life that April afternoon in 1947. He is as 
important in many ways as Martin Luther King. His example is timeless. Because isn't just a 
good story about sports. And those of us who love baseball love the story of Jackie Robinson. 
This isn't just a good American story. This is almost a biblical story of such human importance 
about a man who could exhibit the kind of forbearance that Jackie Robinson did and do the 
things he did for so long against such formidable odds. 
Thousands of racial slights, threats and abuse that he faced every single day in a game that 
requires, as George Will calls it, a kind of equipoise. You can't hit a ball with a bat, the hardest 
thing in sports, if you're worried about your wife being hurt. You're worried about your baby 
boy being kidnapped. You're worried about somebody shooting you or putting black cats out on 
the field. Your own teammates are spiking you or the opposing guys are throwing at your head. 
And he does it all. And to me he's one of the greatest heroes in all of American history. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Mrs. Robinson, to what extent did your husband feel that weight, that responsibility, that sense 
of significance real-time? Martin Luther King wrote in 1962 of your husband, "He was a sit inner 
before the sit ins. A freedom rider before the freedom rides." He talked about how much what 
Jackie Robinson did was important to what he, Martin Luther King, Junior, was able to do. 
 
RACHEL ROBINSON: 
He certainly felt the responsibility that goes with being a pioneer. He wanted to not only focus 
on his role in playing the game but also in being out front with this process of fighting 
discrimination, fighting racism and doing it in a dignified and a positive way. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
How difficult was it for him? You know, he was on this program, on Meet The Press, back in 
1957. And you got a sense of the importance of civil rights and politics to him when he was 
asked a question by Lawrence Spivak on this program. Listen to it. 
 
(BEGIN VIDEO) 
 
LAWRENCE SPIVAK: How do you answer those people who insist that the NAACP is moving very, 



very fast to get the rights for the Negro but seems to be doing not enough to impress upon the 
Negro his own responsibility as he gets these rights? 
 
JACKIE ROBINSON: I think if we go back and check our record the Negro has proven beyond a 
doubt that we have been more than patient in seeking our rights as American citizens. Be 
patient, I was told as a kid. I keep hearing that today. Let's be patient; let's take our time; things 
will come. It seems to me, the Civil War has been over about 93 years; if that isn't patience, I 
don't know what is. 
(END VIDEO) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
There's a natural sense that I pick up from that, Mrs. Robinson, of activism. Of his impatience 
that propelled him forward. How did he reconcile that with the incredible patience that was 
necessary to endure everything he did back in 1947 and beyond? 
 
RACHEL ROBINSON: 
Well, he was a passionate advocate for change and social change. However, he also understood 
that anything he did that was contrary to what was expected might destroy the opportunity. So 
he was careful and patient in his behavior on the field and off the field. 
 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Ken Burns, the other big piece of this film, of course, is Branch Rickey, played by Harrison Ford. 
An incredibly important figure as well. And I asked Harrison Ford as part of our Press Pass 
conversation about Rickey. Listen to what he said and I'll get your reaction. 
 
(BEGIN VIDEO) 
 
HARRISON FORD: He was led by very strong religious conviction and moral conviction to break 
the color barrier in baseball. And what he did took enormous savvy and courage, because he 
was resisted by all of the other owners of Major League white baseball. Many will not 
remember that at that time there was white baseball and the 'Negro League.' And Branch 
Rickey was compelled by the opportunities he saw in the talent in the Negro Leagues to want to 
bring some of those men on to his team. He wanted to win, he wanted to make money; he was 
a baseball businessman. And he thought he could improve his team -- and to right a wrong that 
he felt he'd lived with. 
 
(END VIDEO) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
And what did he see, Ken, in Jackie Robinson? 
 
KEN BURNS: 
Well, it's interesting. There was huge debates about why Jackie was picked, because they knew 



he had a fiery temper. Would he be able to control it? But he knew that, by going to UCLA, had 
been with other white players in other sports and could handle it. And that he had this 
intelligence. And part of that passion could also be restrained. He could also understand the 
moment. 
And Rickey's an important, important figure because he's doing it not just for business. And a 
lot of people want to play that up. And not just for this moral thing that ate at him since he was 
a young teacher at Ohio Wesleyan when he saw a young man try to pull his black skin off. He 
says, "Mr. Rickey, it's my race. If I could just change it." Denied a room at an Indiana hotel. 
This lived with Rickey and ate away with him. It was his Methodist faith was a lot of that. And I 
think he connected, and Rachel can correct me, with Rachel and Jackie on the level of that as 
well. This was a great moral question to. And in some ways what's so remarkable about 
Harrison Ford's portrayal of Rickey, because it feels like he's just walked out of the photograph, 
is that he's the original method actor. As in Methodist. That is to say his faith is part of his 
everyday conversation 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Mrs. Robinson, what did you think of the movie? 
 
RACHEL ROBINSON: 
I am very pleased by the movie. Actually, thrilled by it because I waited almost 30 years to see 
this film made. And one of the concerns I had from the very beginning was that it should be 
authentic and it is very authentic as well as powerful. And I think that it's also very inspiring. 
One of the things I hope will come from this is the fact that young people will be educated 
about the period. Will be inspired to think about their own lives in this context. And that they 
will want to be more productive and more linked to the society and I think beyond their own 
professions and beyond their own lives. So I'm very thrilled about it and I hope it will have a 
strong impression, particularly on young people. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
It's significant. It's also very tender. And I want to show a clip and get your reaction to it. 
 
(Videotape) 
 
RAY (RACHEL): Promise me you'll write? 
 
JACKIE: When have I ever not written? 
 
RAY (RACHEL): I want you to know I'm there for you even if it's words on paper. 
 
JACKIE: Ray you're in my heart. 
 
RAY (RACHEL): You're getting close now and the closer you get the worse they'll be. Don't let 
them get to you. 
 



JACKIE: I won't. God built me to last. 
 
(End video) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
That of course you and your late husband as portrayed in this film. Yours was a beautiful love 
story against a very difficult backdrop, wasn't it? 
 
RACHEL ROBINSON: 
Yes. It was. We had waited five years to get married. We were engaged for five years. And 
when Mr. Rickey called Jack and made this offer to him, the excitement we felt was as much 
about being able to get married as well as his having this job opportunity. 
 
But I want to emphasize the notion of commitment, because I think commitment is something 
that comes through in this film. That we were committed to each other regardless of what 
happened in the outer world. And drew on our own love and the depth of our love and our 
determination to protect it and our family. 
 
And also we shouldn't lose sight of the fact that we did have a family right away. And having a 
child and being connected and loved and loving him was an important part of the motivation 
that Jack felt for being very careful about how he conducted himself. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
And Ken Burns, your film about Jackie Robinson is in the works coming out in 2015. So there's a 
lot more to learn about all of this. 
 
KEN BURNS: 
Always. He's an endlessly important and fascinating character. The relationship that you were 
just talking about between him and Rachel is central to it. Without Rachel there's no Jackie 
Robinson in a way, because she was that rock and that backstop for him. 
 
And my only complaint with the movie, which I think is otherwise great, is that the woman, who 
is incredibly attractive who plays Rachel, isn't quite as beautiful as Rachel is herself. And that's 
my only small nitpick on that. And we're looking forward to filling out-- this covers a relatively 
short period in his life and we plan to delve into what brought him to baseball and what he did 
afterwards, because at the very end of his life, in his last public appearance at the 1972 World 
Series where he's being honored and feted, the 25th anniversary year of his arrival and 
integrating Major League Baseball, and therefore integrating the United States, he is saying, 
"I'm very pleased and proud but I'm going to be more pleased and proud when I see more black 
faces down on the third base line." 
 
He would die 10 days later. To the very end he was doing what Frederick Douglass was doing. 
Agitate, agitate, agitate. Remind us that we've got a goal ahead of us and let's aim for that 
always. And I love that about Jackie. I love the fact that Rachel has not hesitated in any of these 



years since Jackie's been gone, and it's way more years than she was with him, I am so sorry to 
say, in keeping up that fight. In keeping up that awareness for the quality and pushing for the 
scholarships that the foundation does. And this is a huge part of moving forward in the face of 
what is inevitable troubles. We're still struggling with race today. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
And, indeed, your film, The Central Park Five, is on PBS on Tuesday. As you say, not unrelated. 
 
KEN BURNS: 
The story just continues. 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Ken Burns, Rachel Robinson, thank you both very much. And we'll be right back after this. 
 
(COMMERCIAL) 
 
DAVID GREGORY: 
Thanks to all of you for bearing with my voice today. That's all for us today. 
A reminder, you can see more of my special press pass conversation with Harrison Ford who 
stars in the new Jackie Robinson biopic "42"-- that's at MeetthePressNBC.com. 
And a quick programing note, an important one, on Tuesday Savannah Guthrie will have a wide-
ranging exclusive interview with President Obama at the White House. That's Tuesday on 
TODAY. 
 
For us here, we'll be back next week. If it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
 
* * * END OF TRANSCRIPT * * *  

  



April 19, 2013  
COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 

"MEET THE PRESS" 
WEEKEND LISTINGS (4/21/13) 

* * *  
 
Rep. Mike Rogers (R-MI) 
Chairman, House Intelligence Committee 
Former FBI Agent 
 
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) 
Assistant Majority Leader 
 
* * *  
 
Pete Williams 
NBC News Justice Correspondent 
 
Michael Leiter 
Former Director of the National Counterterrorism Center 
NBC News National Security Analyst 
 
* * *  
 
Michael Chertoff 
Former Secretary of Homeland Security 
 
Tom Brokaw 
NBC News Special Correspondent 
 
Doris Kearns Goodwin 
Historian 
 
Peggy Noonan 
Columnist, The Wall Street Journal 
 
Jeffrey Goldberg 
National Correspondent, The Atlantic 
 
* * *  
 
This Sunday: a special edition of “Meet the Press.” We’ll have the latest on the investigation 



into the Boston marathon bombings from the chairman of the House Intelligence Committee 
and former FBI agent, Rep. Mike Rogers (R-MI), and the Assistant Majority Leader in the 
Senate, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL). Plus, the latest reporting and analysis from NBC’s Justice 
Correspondent Pete Williams and former Director of the National Counterterrorism Center, 
Michael Leiter. 
 
Then, protecting the homeland: As a major American city is targeted and its residents are 
ordered to stay indoors, how secure are we? Insights and analysis about what the Boston 
bombing means: Is this a new kind of terrorism? Were there warning signs? And what can be 
gleaned about how to better protect the country? Joining the conversation: Former Secretary 
of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff, NBC's Tom Brokaw, historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, 
the Wall Street Journal’s Peggy Noonan, and The Atlantic’s Jeffrey Goldberg. 
 
David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer Martin is the executive 
producer, Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus Drimmer are 
producers. 
 
"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 
New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 
 
The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. 
ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air 
on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 
 
Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.MeetThePressNBC.com) for 
television and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and 
@NBCNewsPR. 

  



April 26, 2013  
COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 

"MEET THE PRESS" 
WEEKEND LISTINGS (4/28/13) 

* * * 

 
Senator John McCain (R-AZ) 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
 
* * *  
 
Rep. Peter King (R-NY) 
House Homeland Security Committee 
House Intelligence Committee 
 
Rep. Keith Ellison (D-MN) 
 
* * *  
 
Tony Blair 
Former British Prime Minister 
 
* * *  
 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
 
Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-TX) 
 
Karen Hughes 
Fmr. Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs  
Fmr. Counselor to President George W. Bush 
 
Mike Murphy 
Republican Strategist 
 
Chuck Todd 
NBC News Political Director and Chief White House Correspondent 
 
* * * 



 
This Sunday: New intelligence suggests that the Syrian government has used chemical weapons 
against its own people. Has President Bashar al-Assad crossed President Obama’s red line? If so, 
how should the U.S. respond? We’ll hear from a key voice on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Sen. John McCain (R-AZ).  
 
Then: In the wake of the Boston bombings, the focus now shifts to the investigation. Were 
warning signs missed? Plus, how do authorities walk the fine line between keeping our country 
safe, and defending personal liberties? We’ll talk with two congressmen at the center of the 
debate, Rep. Peter King (R-NY), who serves on both the intelligence and homeland security 
committees in the House, and Minnesota Democratic Congressman Keith Ellison.  
 
Also Sunday: As the George W. Bush presidential library prepares to open its doors to the 
public, how will history judge the 43rd president? What is the Bush legacy and what will 
President Obama need to accomplish in his second term on issues like guns, immigration, and 
foreign policy, to reserve his place in the history books? Joining us, Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-
MN), Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-TX), GOP strategist Mike Murphy, NBC’s Chuck Todd, and former 
counselor to the president, once described as “the most influential woman ever to serve an 
American president,” Karen Hughes. 
 
Plus: Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, a key ally to President Bush during his time in 
office, joins us exclusively to reflect on the time he spent working with the 43rd president. Also: 
what can the international community do in response to the Syrian regime’s alleged use of 
chemical weapons?  
 
David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer is the executive producer, 
Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus Drimmer are producers. 
 
"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 
New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 
 
The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. 
ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air 
on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 
 
Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.mtp.msnbc.com) for television 
and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and 
@NBCNewsPR. 

  



May 03, 2013  

COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 

"MEET THE PRESS" 

WEEKEND LISTINGS (5/5/13) 

* * * 

 

Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT) 

Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 

 

Rudy Giuliani 

Fmr. Mayor of New York City (R) 

 

Fmr. Rep. Jane Harman (D-CA) 

Director, President and CEO, the Wilson Center 

Former Ranking Member, House Intelligence Committee 

 

Rep. Tom Cotton (R-AR) 

Veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan Wars 

 

* * * 

 

Fmr. Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-GA) 

Former Republican Presidential Candidate 

 

Fmr. Rep. Harold Ford Jr. (D-TN) 

Professor, New York University 

 

Rich Lowry 

Editor, National Review 

 

Joy-Ann Reid 

Political Columnist, Miami Herald 

Managing Editor of TheGrio.com and MSNBC Contributor 

 

* * * 

 



Brendon Ayanbadejo 

Fmr. Baltimore Ravens All-Pro Linebacker 

 

* * * 

 

This Sunday: Were the Boston bombings a failure of intelligence? Could the FBI and other 

government agencies have done more to prevent an attack on domestic soil? What is the right 

balance between national security and civil liberties? Plus, how do U.S. anti-terror policies like 

the use of drones overseas and the detention of terror suspects at Guantanamo Bay affect our 

security at home? A special discussion with the head of the Senate panel that has oversight of 

the FBI, Judiciary Committee Chairman Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT), former New York City mayor 

Rudy Giuliani, former Rep. Jane Harman (D-CA), and Rep. Tom Cotton (R-AR). 

 

Then: This week, President Obama passed the 100-day mark of his second term. How is the 

Obama agenda faring on issues like immigration reform, guns, and the budget? Who’s to blame 

for inaction in Washington? How will the implementation of the new health care law play into 

electoral politics in 2014 and beyond? Joining us: former House Speaker Newt Gingrich; former 

Democratic Congressman Harold Ford, Jr.; Editor of the National Review, Rich Lowry; and 

MSNBC contributor and Miami Herald political columnist Joy-Ann Reid. 

 

Also Sunday: Professional basketball player Jason Collins this week became the first active 

professional athlete in a major American team sport to publicly come out as gay. What impact 

will his announcement have on other professional athletes and the gay rights movement as a 

whole? Former Baltimore Ravens All-Pro linebacker and gay rights supporter Brendon 

Ayanbadejo joins us. 

 

David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer Martin is the executive 

producer, Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus Drimmer are 

producers. 

 

"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 

New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 

 

The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. 

ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air 

on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 

 

Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.MeetThePressNBC.com) for 



television and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and 

@NBCNewsPR. 

 

  



May 10, 2013  
COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 

"MEET THE PRESS" 
WEEKEND LISTINGS (5/12/13) 

* * * 
 
Rep. Darrell Issa (R-CA) 
Chair, House Oversight and Government Reform Committee 
 
* * * 
 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) 
Chair, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence 
 
* * * 
 
Amb. Thomas Pickering 
Co-Chairman, State Department Accountability Review Board on Benghazi 
 
* * * 
 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL) 
Iraq and Afghanistan War Veteran 
 
David Brooks 
Columnist, The New York Times 
 
Katty Kay 
Washington Correspondent and Anchor, BBC World News America 
 
Wes Moore 
Author, “The Other Wes Moore” 
Afghanistan War Veteran 
 
* * * 
 
This Sunday: New testimony this week from government whistleblowers in the September 11th 
Benghazi attack reignited debate on the issue. Was there a failure of leadership? Could more 
have been done to save American lives? We’ll talk exclusively with House Oversight Committee 
Chairman Darrell Issa (R-CA) and Senate Intelligence Chair Dianne Feinstein (D-CA). 
 
Then: Ambassador Thomas Pickering, the man who led the State Department’s investigation of 



the Benghazi attack, joins us to respond. 
 
Also Sunday: What is the political fallout from the Benghazi attack? How will the increased 
scrutiny and criticism of Hillary Clinton’s tenure at the State Department affect her chances in 
2016? Plus: the debate over immigration, the economy, and an issue that got a lot of attention 
this week: how to stem the alarming number of sexual assaults in the military. We’ll have 
insights and analysis from Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL) who is a veteran of both Iraq and 
Afghanistan; New York Times columnist David Brooks; the BBC’s Katty Kay; and Afghanistan 
veteran and author Wes Moore. 
 
David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer Martin is the executive 
producer, Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus Drimmer are 
producers. 
 
"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 
New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 
 
The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. 
ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air 
on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 
 
Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.MeetThePressNBC.com) for 
television and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and 
@NBCNewsPR. 

  



May 17, 2013  

COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 

"MEET THE PRESS" 

WEEKEND LISTINGS (5/19/13) 

* * *  

 

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 

Senate Republican Leader 

 

* * * 

 

Dan Pfeiffer 

White House Senior Adviser 

 

* * *  

 

Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI) 

Chairman, House Ways and Means Committee 

 

Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-CA) 

Chairman, House Democratic Caucus 

House Ways and Means Committee 

 

Peggy Noonan 

Columnist, The Wall Street Journal 

 

Bob Woodward 

Associate Editor, The Washington Post 

 

* * *  

 

Fmr. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 

Author, “Rumsfeld’s Rules” 

 

* * *  

 



This Sunday: Controversies this week involving the IRS, Department of Justice, and lingering 

questions over the attack in Benghazi have the Obama administration playing defense as 

Republicans call foul. What will the response be on Capitol Hill? We’ll talk exclusively to the 

Republican Leader in the Senate, Mitch McConnell of Kentucky. 

 

Then: How does the White House respond after a rough week? We’ll get the view from the 

White House this Sunday with President Obama’s senior adviser Dan Pfeiffer. 

 

Also Sunday: Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI), the chairman of the powerful House Ways and Means 

committee, which is taking the lead in the investigation into the IRS and holding hearings this 

week, joins us exclusively for the latest. 

 

How will the latest controversies surrounding the administration affect President Obama’s big 

agenda items like health care, immigration, and the budget? What impact will they have on his 

legacy? Rep. Camp joins the discussion along with the chairman of the Democratic Caucus, Rep. 

Xavier Becerra (D-CA); Wall Street Journal columnist Peggy Noonan; and the Washington Post’s 

Bob Woodward. 

 

Plus: Former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld joins us exclusively to talk about his new 

book, “Rumsfeld’s Rules,” and to weigh in on the Obama administration’s handling of U.S. 

foreign policy. 

 

David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer Martin is the executive 

producer, Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus Drimmer are 

producers. 

 

"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 

New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 

 

The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. 

ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air 

on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 

 

Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.MeetThePressNBC.com) for 

television and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and 

@NBCNewsPR. 

 

# # # 



MEET THE PRESS DID NOT AIR ON MAY 26TH. 

May 30, 2013  
COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 

"MEET THE PRESS" 
WEEKEND LISTINGS (6/2/13) 

 

* * *  
 
Rep. Mike Rogers (R-MI) 
Chairman, House Intelligence Committee 
 
* * * 
 
Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
Chairman, Democratic Policy Committee 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
 
* * * 
 
David Axelrod 
Former White House Senior Adviser and Obama Campaign Strategist 
NBC News Senior Political Analyst 
 
Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) 
 
Jonathan Alter 
Author, “The Center Holds: Obama and his Enemies” 
 
Ana Navarro 
Republican Strategist 
 
Tom Friedman 
Columnist, The New York Times 
 
* * *  
 
This Sunday: The debate over national security and freedom of the press takes center stage as Attorney 
General Eric Holder and the Justice Department are under fire for trying to tamp down on leaks by 
targeting journalists. Should there be limits on what the government can do in the name of national 
security when it comes to core constitutional freedoms? Plus, how worried should the U.S. be about 
recent hacking of military programs by the Chinese? We’ll discuss it all with chairman of the House 
Intelligence Committee and former FBI Agent, Rep. Mike Rogers (R-MI). 
 



Then: The Obama legacy is in a high stakes moment as the rollout of the president’s health reform law, 
the Affordable Care Act, goes full steam ahead. What political consequences will it have on the 2014 
midterm elections? Plus, what comes next in the battle for comprehensive immigration reform? Will it 
pass this year? We’ll talk with a key member of the immigration “Gang of 8” and Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY). 
 
Also Sunday: Our political roundtable joins us for insights and analysis on the politics behind the 
controversies surrounding the president: former top adviser to President Obama, David Axelrod; Rep. 
Marsha Blackburn (R-TN); author of the new book, “The Center Holds: Obama and his Enemies,” 
Jonathan Alter; Republican strategist Ana Navarro, and New York Times columnist Tom Friedman. 
 
David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer Martin is the executive producer, 
Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus Drimmer are producers. 
 
"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In New York 
City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 
 
The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. ET/11 
p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air on SIRIUS 
channel 90 and XM channel 120. 
 
Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.MeetThePressNBC.com) for television 
and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and @NBCNewsPR. 
 
# # # 

 

  



MEET THE PRESS DID NOT AIR ON JUNE 9TH. 

 

June 15, 2013  
UPDATED: COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 
"MEET THE PRESS" UPDATED WEEKEND LISTINGS (6/16/13) 

* * * 
 
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) 
 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
 
* * * 
 
Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) 
 
Vice-Chair, Senate Intelligence Committee 
 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
 
Sen. Mark Udall (D-CO) 
 
Senate Intelligence Committee 
 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
 
* * * 
 
Rep. Bobby Scott (D-VA) 
 
Gen. Michael Hayden 
 
Former NSA Director 
 
Former CIA Director 
 
Principal, The Chertoff Group 
 
David Ignatius 
 
Columnist, The Washington Post 
 



James Risen 
 
National Security Reporter, The New York Times 
 
Andrea Mitchell 
 
Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent, NBC News 
 
* * * 
 
This Sunday: Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) joins us to talk about the Obama administration’s 
decision to arm Syria rebels. Does more need to be done and what comes next? 
 
Then: Has government surveillance gone too far? And have recent leaks put the country’s 
national security at risk? Plus, how should the U.S. respond in Syria after the White House 
confirmed the Assad regime has used chemical weapons? We’ll talk exclusively Sunday with 
two key members of the Senate Intelligence committee: Vice-Chair Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) and 
Mark Udall (D-CO). 
 
Also Sunday: What does privacy mean in the 21st century? Will there be a serious debate about 
the measures the government has put in place in the name of national security?  Is the NSA 
leaker, Edward Snowden, a hero or a traitor? Plus, the developing situation in Syria: What’s the 
endgame for the U.S.? Joining us: Rep. Bobby Scott (D-VA), former Director of the NSA and CIA 
– now a principal of The Chertoff Group -- Gen. Michael Hayden, Washington Post Columnist 
David Ignatius, New York Times national security reporter James Risen, and NBC’s foreign affairs 
correspondent Andrea Mitchell. 
 
David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer is the senior executive 
producer, Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus Drimmer are 
producers. 
 
"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 
New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 
 
The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. 
ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air 
on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 
 
Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.mtp.msnbc.com) for television 
and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and 
@NBCNewsPR. 

 



 

  



June 21, 2013  
COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 
"MEET THE PRESS" WEEKEND LISTINGS (6/23/13) 

 

* * * 
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) 
Assistant Democratic Leader 
Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK) 
Ranking Member, Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee 
Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
Rep. Mike Rogers (R-MI) 
Chairman, House Intelligence Committee 
* * * 
Mayor Kasim Reed (D) 
Mayor of Atlanta, GA 
Robert Gibbs 
Former White House Press Secretary 
NBC News Political Contributor 
Mike Murphy 
Republican Strategist 
Carly Fiorina 
Former CEO, Hewlett Packard 
Chuck Todd 
NBC News Political Director and Chief White House Correspondent 
* * * 
This Sunday: Can a new breakthrough on border security improve the chances for immigration 
reform? And when it comes to government surveillance, are the right safeguards in place to 
ensure Americans’ right to privacy? We’ll break it all down Sunday with our bipartisan panel of 
lawmakers: Assistant Democratic Leader Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL); Ranking member of the 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee and immigration “Gang of 8” 
member, Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK); Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-CA); and Intelligence Committee 
Chairman Rep. Mike Rogers (R-MI). 
Then: The dysfunction continues on Capitol Hill after a farm bill that was expected to pass with 
broad bipartisan support surprisingly fails in the House. Plus, as the president returns from his 
overseas trip, the administration is still struggling to find their footing. Is there a leadership 
vacuum in Washington? What will it mean for the future of immigration reform and the 
budget? We’ll have insights and analysis on the politics behind the legislative battles on Capitol 
Hill from our roundtable: NBC News Political Contributor Robert Gibbs; Republican Strategist 
Mike Murphy; Democratic Mayor of Atlanta Kasim Reed; Fmr. Chair and CEO of Hewlett 
Packard, Carly Fiorina; and NBC News Political Director and Chief White House Correspondent 
Chuck Todd. 
David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer Martin is the senior 



executive producer, Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus 
Drimmer are producers. 
"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 
New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 
The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. 
ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air 
on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 

 
Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.MeetThePressNBC.com) for 
television and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and 
@NBCNewsPR. 

  



June 28, 2013  
COMING UP ON "MEET THE PRESS" 
"MEET THE PRESS" WEEKEND LISTINGS (6/30/13) 

 

* * * 
 
Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) 
House Democratic Leader 
 
* * * 
 
Wendy Davis (D-Fort Worth) 
Texas State Senator 
 
* * * 
 
Rep. Tim Huelskamp (R-KS) 
 
* * * 
 
Ralph Reed 
Chairman, Faith and Freedom Coalition 
 
Michael Eric Dyson 
Professor, Georgetown University 
 
Fmr. Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC) 
President, Heritage Foundation 
 
Rachel Maddow 
Host, MSNBC’s “The Rachel Maddow Show” 
 
Pete Williams 
Justice Correspondent, NBC News 
 
* * * 
 
This Sunday: The House prepares to take up immigration reform after the Senate passed its 
version this week. We’ll talk exclusively with House Democratic Leader Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) 
about the prospects for passage as well as what this week’s historic Supreme Court rulings on 
the Voting Rights Act and Same-sex Marriage mean for the country. 
 



Texas State Senator Wendy Davis made headlines this week with a nearly 11 hour filibuster 
against a bill that would tighten abortion laws in the Lone Star State. She won round one, but 
the fight is far from over. And now - it's gotten personal. Senator Davis joins us Sunday. 
 
Congressman Tim Huelskamp (R-KS) announced this week that he will file a constitutional 
amendment to restore the Defense of Marriage Act. Will it gain any traction on the Hill? We'll 
talk with Rep. Huelskamp Sunday. 
 
This week the Supreme Court rekindled debates at the heart of American politics: civil rights, 
equality, and the powers of the federal government. Sunday, we'll talk about the role of the 
Court and discuss whether these debates, as well as clashes over abortion rights and 
immigration, signify a return of the culture wars. We'll break it all down with our roundtable: 
MSNBC's Rachel Maddow; chairman of the Faith and Freedom Coalition, Ralph Reed; author 
and professor at Georgetown University, Michael Eric Dyson; President of the Heritage 
Foundation, Fmr. Sen. Jim DeMint; and NBC's Pete Williams. 
 
David Gregory is the moderator of “Meet the Press.” Betsy Fischer is the senior executive 
producer, Adam Verdugo is the senior producer, Chris Donovan and Ilana Marcus Drimmer are 
producers. 
 
"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 
New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 
 
The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. 
ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air 
on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 
 
Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.mtp.msnbc.com) for television 
and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and 
@NBCNewsPR. 
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