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WAMU 88.5 American University Radio 
Quarterly Issues-Programs Report 

January 1, 2022 through March 31, 2022 
 
 

Overview 
 

WAMU 88.5 American University Radio is Washington D.C.'s NPR station 

serving the District of Columbia, Northern Virginia, and Suburban Maryland. 

The listening area comprises a population of six million people. The station has 

consistently ranked among the country's top public radio stations in audience 

share and size. Nielsen ratings put WAMU at the top of radio stations that 

serve the Washington D.C. region. The station supports diverse, equitable, and 

relevant award-winning programming and puts us among the most respected and 

trusted voices in the world of traditional and emerging media. 

 

 

Issues of importance addressed by locally produced programs 

 
 

The 1A Program 

 

1A is a show for a changing America. Every weekday, host Jenn White convenes a 

conversation about the most important issues of our time. The show takes a deep 

and unflinching look at America, bringing context and insight to stories unfolding 

across the country and the world. Issues of local importance are inherent in the 

discussions because the nation's capital is the heart of our listening area. 

 

With a name inspired by the First Amendment, 1A explores important issues such as 

policy, politics, technology, and what connects us across the fissures that divide the 

country. The program also delves into pop culture, sports, and humor. The goal 

of 1A is to act as a national mirror, taking time to help America look at itself and 

to ask what it wants to be. 

 

The 1A Program features “News Roundup - Domestic and International” 

every Friday spanning two hours. Guests include subject matter experts in news 

gathering, politics, economics, and international relations. 
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The 1A program is produced by WAMU and distributed by NPR to over 440 

public radio stations throughout the United States. 

 

During this reporting period, there were 128 editions of the program totaling over 

7,000 hours. Programming became more varied and less dominated by a few topics 

such as in prior periods. Nevertheless, there were 4 issues of importance that 

accounted for a substantial amount of programming time. They are detailed below 

with examples of the programs that addressed those issues. 

 

COVID 19 and its variants continue to concern our listeners 

 

January 3: 10:06 a.m. 52 minutes: “Vaccination Nation” (Part of a Series). Host Jenn 

White focuses on the coronavirus pandemic that shows no sign of stopping in the new 

year. Some epidemiologists think this month could be the worst yet. She puts 

questions to Virologist Angela Rasmussen of the Georgetown University Center for 

Global Health and Dr. Paul Offit, Director of the Vaccine Education Center at 

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, and a member of the FDA’s Vaccine Advisory 

Committee. 

 

January 10: 10:06 a.m. 52 minutes: “How the CDC’s new COVID guidelines affect 

American workers”. New CDC guidance says those who have tested positive only 

need to quarantine for 5 days. However, some in the medical community don’t think 

that’s enough. The American Medical Association criticized the new guidelines. Expert 

guests include Dr. Leana Wen, Public Health Professor at George Washington 

University; Dr. Celine Gounder, Epidemiologist at New York University School of 

Medicine; and Dan Diamond, Health Reporter, The Washington Post. 

 

February 7: 10:06 a.m. 51 minutes: “Politics, money, and COVID at the 2022 Winter 

Olympics in Beijing”. The 1A program assembled a panel of experts to discuss 

politics, finances, and COVID concerns at the games. China is battling the spread of 

COVID-19 by implementing mandatory daily screenings, a special fleet of taxis to 

shuttle athletes, and meal-serving robots. Guests include Jules Boykoff, Politics and 

Government Chair at Pacific University and Susan Brownell, Professor of 

Anthropology at the University of Missouri St. Louis. 
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February 21: 11:06 a.m. 51 minutes: “The Scientific Method: How we understand 

anxiety”. Many know what it feels like to have anxiety with that fear of something that 

has yet to happen. The pandemic has made this fear worse. The CDC reports the 

number of adults experiencing anxiety symptoms grew more than 5% between 2020 

and 2021. Jenn White talks about anxiety and the science behind it with neuroscientist 

Dr. Jud Brewer and Joseph LeDoux, Professor of Neural Science and Psychology at 

New York University. 

 

March 9: 10:06 a.m. 51 minutes: “The pandemic is making America’s dismal 

pregnancy-related death rate even worse”. A doctor, journalist, and a member of 

Congress discuss the new report from the CDC that reveals pregnancy-related deaths 

are surging and that black people are dying at three times the rate of white people. 

 

March 15: 11:06 a.m. 18 minutes: “Two years into the pandemic, where are we headed 

next?” Host Jenn White talks with Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National 

Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases about the current state of the pandemic 

and what could happen next. 

 

The January 6, 2021 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol is a regular news story and 

part of a series “After the Riot” 

 

January 4: 11:06 a.m. 51 minutes: “After the Riot: Republicans, the ‘big lie’, and the 

future of the GOP”. Republicans’ belief in a stolen election has become a litmus test 

for the party. This segment dives into how the GOP got here and what this means for 

the 2022 midterm elections. Panelists include Alison Dagnes, political science 

professor; Hunter Walker, political reporter; Stan Barnes, former Arizona state 

legislator; and Shelley Kais, chair of the Republican Party of Pima County, Arizona. 

 

January 5: 11:06 a.m. 51 minutes: “After the Riot: The extremism that fueled the 

Capitol Insurrection”. Though only 13 percent of those arrested are part of groups or 

militias like the Proud Boys, those groups have helped sow the false beliefs that have 

taken hold. Heath Druzin, Heather Williams, and Robert Pape review how these 

groups evolved in the year since the insurrection and what it means for the extremism 

that fueled the insurrection to become more mainstream. 

 

 

 



4 
 

February 15: 10:06 a.m. 51 minutes: “The threat of political violence in the United 

States”. Nearly half of American adults think another civil is likely and the belief is 

even stronger among young people. Barbara Walter, professor of political science at 

University of California-San Diego; Kate Masur, professor of history, Northwestern 

University; and Alexandra Stark discuss how we should be talking about the threat of 

political violence and how useful, accurate, or harmful is the language of civil war in 

discussing where we are headed. 

 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine becomes a dominant topic and cause for concern 

 

February 14: 10:06 a.m. 20 minutes: “The window for a diplomatic solution to Russia’s 

aggression toward Ukraine may be closing” Amy Mackinnon, national security 

reporter at Foreign Policy, provides a status report of where the two countries are 

positioned and what efforts are being launched by western countries to avert a full-

scale invasion. 

 

March 7: 10:06 a.m. 51 minutes: “How Ukrainian and Russian Americans are 

supporting victims of the invasion”. Thousands of people attended rallies in support 

of Ukraine in cities across the United States over the weekend. There are more than a 

million Ukrainian-Americans living in the U.S. A panel of Ukrainian and Russian- 

American leaders describe how they are supporting humanitarian efforts in Ukraine. 

 

March 14: 10:06 a.m. 30 minutes: “The latest from Ukraine” This is just one of over 

ten programs in the month of March relating to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

NPR’s Pentagon correspondent Tom Bowman and NPR correspondent Eric 

Westervelt provide up to the minute reports on the current situation. 

 

Arts and Culture programs return to prominence 
 
January 31: 11:20 a.m. 37 minutes: “Javier Bardem on ‘Being the Ricardos’, his mother, 
and his dream roles”. Javier Bardem has wanted to play the role of Desi Arnez for years. 
The film’s director, Aaron Sorkin, tapped Bardem to play the role in January of 2021 with 
co-star Nicole Kidman. The film has been nominated for 3 Golden Globe Awards. Jenn 
White talks with Bardem about “Being the Ricardos”, how his acting career intersected 
with his mother’s, and the roles he dreams of playing. 
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February 2: 11:20 a.m. 37 minutes: “Actors Marlee Matlin and Troy Kotsur make movie 
history in “CODA”. This film centers on a family all of whom are deaf, except for one 
daughter. Marlee Matlin stars as Jackie Rossi and Troy Kotsur stars as Frank Rossi. Host 
Jenn White talks with both stars about authentic representation of deaf culture and why 
this film breaks barriers. 
 
March 17: 11:30 a.m. 28 minutes: “Soul Singer Daryl Hall on his new songs and tour”. 
The legendary singer-songwriter of Hall and Oates which sold over 40 million records 
worldwide is looking forward to getting back out on the road. Hall talks about what lies 
ahead for him, doing what he and his audience enjoy. He shares some advice for his 
younger self.  
 
 
Other notable 1A Programs that address issues of importance include: 
 
January 5: 10:06 a.m. 51 minutes: “Voting rights reform takes center stage” 
 
January 31: 10:06 a.m. 51 minutes: “Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer is retiring. 
What’s next?” 
 
February 1: 11:06 a.m. 52 minutes: “The legacy of Reconstruction reverberates. So 

why aren’t students learning about it?” 

 

February 24: 10:00 a.m. 51 minutes: “Texas is still feeling the fallout from two 

controversial sets of restrictions” (Voting and Abortion) 

 

March 7: 11:06 a.m. 52 minutes: “The 1A Movie Club: The Batman” 

 

March 14: 10:30 a.m. 28 minutes: “Tim Marshall explains the geography of war” 

 

 

The Politics Hour with Kojo Nnamdi 

 

This program focuses exclusively on issues of importance in our listening area 

and connects the dots between events happening in Washington, D.C., and the 

state houses in Annapolis, Maryland and Richmond, Virginia. With resident 

analyst Tom Sherwood, the program maintains a vital forum for the public to engage 

with elected officials and hold them accountable. 

. 
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Every Friday in this reporting period, Kojo and resident analyst Tom Sherwood 

hosted governors, statewide office holders, city and county elected officials, regional 

appointed officials, and candidates for public office. There were 12 locally produced 

editions of The Politics Hour totaling 648 minutes of programming involving over 30 

guests. 

 

In addition to probing the guests on their views, listeners are encouraged to call in and 

ask questions directly of the guests.  

 

Examples of programming to address issues of local importance include: 

 

The debate over masking mandates in public schools: 

 

January 28: 12:30 p.m. 27 minutes: Katie Cristol, Arlington County Board Chair, talks 

about the School Board’s lawsuit contesting Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin’s 

controversial executive order allowing parents to choose whether kids mask or not in 

school. 

 

February 11: 12:35 p.m. 22 minutes. The Virginia Senate passed a bill that would make 

masking optional in schools. State Senator Adam Ebbing shares his views on the issue. 

 

The move to decriminalize recreational use of marijuana:  

 

February 25: 12:40 p.m. 20 minutes. Maryland House of Delegates Majority Leader, 

Eric Luedtke (D) talks about Democrats’ priorities in the current session which 

include legalizing recreational marijuana. 

 

Where will the Washington Commanders football team build its new stadium? 

 

February 4: 12:40 p.m. 20 minutes. D.C. Council member Vincent Gray offers his 

perspective on Mayor Bowser’s renewed calls to bring the newly renamed team back 

to the district.  

 

March 11: 12:40 p.m. 20 minutes. Chair of the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors, 

Phyllis Randall, is asked what she thinks of Virginia’s offering a billion-dollar incentive 

package to lure the Washington Commanders to the state. 
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Aftermath of the January 6, 2021 attack on The Capitol: 

 

January 7: 12:00 p.m. 30 minutes. On the one-year anniversary of the insurrection at 

the U.S. Capitol, Kojo and Tom discuss the long lasting and personal impact for local 

Washingtonians especially for those inside the Capitol, including U.S. Representative 

Jamie Raskin. He talks about the year since the insurrection and about the loss of his 

son by suicide, as well as his new book, Unthinkable: Trauma, Truth, and the Trials 

of American Democracy. 
 

 

 

COVID 19 Vaccinations: 

 

January 14: 12:32 p.m. 26 minutes. D.C.’s COVID-19 case numbers remain high and 

the region is seeing record-breaking numbers of hospitalizations. D.C. Council 

Chairman Phil Mendelson describes the city’s response, and how D.C. Public Schools 

have handled the transition from winter break. 

 

February 18: 12:06 p.m. 15 minutes. D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser ended the vaccine 

mandate for bars and restaurants. Now, some councilmembers are trying to reinstate 

it. Today’s guest is Kathy Hollinger, the president and CEO of the Restaurant 

Association of Metropolitan Washington who offers her perspective on the current 

debate. 

 

 

 

 

 

WAMU also produces The Big Broadcast with Murray Horwitz and Hot Jazz      

Saturday Night with Rob Bamberger. 


