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WAMU 88.5 American University Radio 

Quarterly Issues-Programs Report 

July 1, 2022, through September 30, 2022 
 

Overview 
 

WAMU 88.5 American University Radio is Washington D.C.'s NPR station serving the District of 

Columbia, Northern Virginia, and Suburban Maryland. The listening area comprises a population of six 

million people. The station has consistently ranked among the country's top public radio stations in audience 

share and size. Nielsen ratings put WAMU at the top of radio stations that serve the Washington D.C. region. 

The station supports diverse, equitable, and relevant award-winning programming and puts us among the 

most respected and trusted voices in the world of traditional and emerging media. 
 

Issues of importance addressed by locally produced programs 
 

The 1A Program 
 

1A is a show for a changing America. Every weekday, host Jenn White convenes a conversation about the 

most prominent issues of our time. The show takes a deep and unflinching look at America, bringing context 

and insight to stories unfolding across the country and the world. Issues of local importance are inherent in 

the discussions because the nation's capital is the heart of our listening area. 
 

With a name inspired by the First Amendment, 1A explores prominent issues such as policy, politics, 

technology, and what connects us across the fissures that divide the country. The program also delves into 

pop culture, sports, and humor. The goal of 1A is to function as a national mirror, taking time to help 

America look at itself and to ask what it wants to be. 
 

The 1A Program features “News Roundup - Domestic and International” every Friday spanning two hours. 

Guests include subject matter experts in news gathering, politics, economics, and international relations. 
 

The 1A program is produced by WAMU and distributed by NPR to over 445 public radio stations throughout 

the United States. 

During this reporting period, there were 151 editions of the program totaling over 6000 hours. Programming 

became more varied and less dominated by a few topics such as in prior periods. Nevertheless, there were 

four issues of importance that accounted for a substantial amount of programming time. They are detailed 

below with examples of the programs that addressed those issues. 
 

Health Care Trends  

July 5: 11:06 a.m. 46 minutes: After Roe: The risk to reproductive healthcare access. From cervical cancer 

screenings to STD testing, many clinics that offer abortion are also the only accessible healthcare option in rural 

and low-income communities. As more pregnant people will have no choice but to give birth, prenatal and 

pregnancy-related care will be even more vital. Yet the U.S. already has the highest maternal mortality rate of any 

developed country. And according to the CDC, Black women are three and a half times more likely to die giving 

birth than their white counterparts. National Institute for Reproductive Health President Andrea Miller said, 

“There’s no question that pregnancy-related deaths will rise.” Other experts agree. So, how much worse could 

maternal mortality rates get in a post-Roe world? Host Jenn White is joined by the following experts to discuss 

this important issue: Dr. Jamila Perritt - Board-certified OB/GYN in Washington, D.C.; president and CEO of 

Physicians for Reproductive Health, which supports access to abortion; Rachel Hardeman - Founding Director, 

Center for Antiracism Research for Health Equity; Professor, University of Minnesota’s School of Public Health; 

https://msmagazine.com/2022/06/18/abortion-clinics-closed-post-roe-v-wade/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/jun/27/roe-v-wade-overturned-maternal-mortality-rate-will-rise
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/no-question-us-maternal-mortality-rate-will-rise-post-roe-experts-say-rcna35741
https://the1a.org/guests/dr-jamila-perritt-2/
https://the1a.org/guests/rachel-hardeman/
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Marva Sadler - Senior Director of clinical services, Whole Woman's Health in Texas; Katie Quinonez - Executive 

Director, Woman’s Health Center of West Virginia. 
 

August 2: 10:06a.m. 46 minutes: Combatting forever chemicals in our drinking water: At least one water 

system in every state across the U.S. contains forever chemicals known as PFAS, according to the Environmental 

Working Group. PFAS are widely used chemicals present in everything from cosmetics to fast food wrappers. 

They also don’t break down in the environment. Because they stick around for so long, low levels of PFAS can 

be found almost everywhere – in water, soil, wildlife – and in us. In fact, the CDC found that these chemicals are 

in nearly everyone’s blood. PFAS exposure has been linked to a host of health issues including cancer and birth 

defects. A new advisory from the EPA effectively eliminates any safe level of PFAS found in water. Host Jenn 

White is joined by Carol Kwiatkowski – Senior Associate, Green Science Policy Institute’ adjunct assistant 

professor, North Carolina State University; Sandy Wynn-Stelt – Co-Chair, Great Lakes PFAS Actin Network; 

and Kyle Burton – Field Operations Director at the Bureau of Drinking Water and Groundwater, Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resource.  
 

August 15: 10:06a.m. 46 minutes: The concerns looming over the 988 mental health hotline: Dialing for help in a 

mental health crisis just got shorter. Now, Americans can dial 988 instead of a previous 10-digit number directing 

them to the national suicide prevention hotline. The Biden administration is giving local call centers $432 million 

to beef up support via additional staffing and Spanish-speaking call takers. However, some concerns emerged 

during the service’s rollout. There are questions about how local call centers will continue to fund these efforts 

long-term after the initial funding runs dry. With call centers already stretched thin and staff burnt out, how long 

can these scaled-up centers operate? Questions about police intervention have spurred fears, especially in the 

queer and Black communities. Host Jenn White talks with her guests, Aneri Pattani – Reporter, Kaiser Health 

News and Xavier Becerra – Secretary, Health, and Human Services, about the new hotline and how local call 

centers are addressing these concerns.  
 

September 8: 10:52a.m. 46 minutes: Why suicide is the leading cause of death in jails and what we can do about 

it: Millions of people enter jail in the U.S. every year. They’ve become a revolving door for those with mental 

health issues or substance-abuse disorders. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that inmates are entitled to life-saving 

medical care, but that isn’t quite guaranteed. Jail deaths rose 11 percent since 2000 when the U.S. Department of 

Justice began tallying these deaths. Suicides are the leading cause of jail deaths. Fatal drug overdoses are the 

fastest growing cause of death. Maggie Luna spent time in and out of jails in Texas. She was left feeling 

despondent when she asked for help with her mental health and addiction to opioids. “[Staff] feel a need that it’s 

their job to perpetuate punishment instead of looking at it as a place where you are there to help this person 

become better,” Luna said. In this segment Host Jenn White and her guest look at why jail can be so harmful and 

what mental health and substance abuse resources are available to inmates. Guests: Roberto Roldan – Politics and 

government reporter, WFPL in Louisville, KY; Jerry Collins – Jail director, Louisville Department of 

Corrections; and Bethe Schwartzapfel – Staff writer, The Marshall Project. 

Education in America 

August 22: 11:06 a.m. 46 minutes: Philosopher William MacAskill on how to do the most good. In his new book, 

“What We Owe The Future,” philosopher William MacAskill makes the case for the moral theory known as 

“longtermism.” The philosophy posits that the well-being of future generations matters and the decisions we 

make now affect whether they suffer or thrive. Longtermism encourages people to invest in curbing future 

catastrophic threats like artificial intelligence even at the cost of present ones. The idea builds upon a previous 

concept of MacAskill’s known as effective altruism. It encourages the use of critical thinking to figure out how to 

do the most good. For example, someone motivated to alleviate the world’s suffering might do more good by 

pursuing a high-paying career and donating much of their salary, rather than working directly for a charity. In the 

15-or-so years since its inception, the philosophy of effective altruism has spawned a movement, with meet-ups 

on college campuses and across the globe. Host Jenn White discuss with her guests about MacAskill about 

https://the1a.org/guests/marva-sadler/
https://the1a.org/guests/katie-quinonez/
https://www.ewg.org/interactive-maps/pfas_contamination/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/07/28/health/pfas-testing-guidelines-wellness/index.html
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-new-drinking-water-health-advisories-pfas-chemicals-1-billion-bipartisan
https://apnews.com/article/mental-health-hotline-988-ac50f02b74b8b89be5592be3f3605ff5
https://khn.org/news/article/988-mental-health-suicide-prevention-hotline-network-rural-areas-service-shortages/
https://khn.org/news/article/social-media-posts-criticize-988-suicide-hotline-calling-police/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2022.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2724445/#:~:text=The%20Supreme%20Court%20has%20held,%2C%20yet%20disregard%2C%20a%20%E2%80%9Csubstantial
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2724445/#:~:text=The%20Supreme%20Court%20has%20held,%2C%20yet%20disregard%2C%20a%20%E2%80%9Csubstantial
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/mlj0019st.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/mlj0019st.pdf
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2021/06/23/jail_mortality/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/08/15/the-reluctant-prophet-of-effective-altruism
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/09/opinion/ezra-klein-podcast-will-macaskill.html
https://time.com/6204627/effective-altruism-longtermism-william-macaskill-interview/
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2022/8/8/23150496/effective-altruism-sam-bankman-fried-dustin-moskovitz-billionaire-philanthropy-crytocurrency
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longtermism and effective altruism. Guests: William MacAskill - Author, “What We Owe The Future”; associate 

professor of philosophy, Oxford University; Sofya Lebedeva – President, Effective Altruism at U.C. Berkeley 

and Spencer Greenberg – Founder, Clearer Thinking. 

September 13: 11:06 a.m. 46 minutes: The teacher shortage is testing America’s schools. Annie Tan was a special 

education teacher for a decade in public schools in Chicago and in New York City. She knew she wanted to be a 

teacher when she was 6 years old. “I had a teacher Mrs. Sheridan who really inspired me because she made it 

joyous to learn,” Tan says. “I wanted every kid to find themselves and to self-actualize like I did”. But two years 

into the pandemic as thousands of students got sick, standardized testing increased, and teachers’ workloads 

grew, Tan had had enough. She resigned in August of this year and is now working as an activist and author 

focused on making schools safer. The National Education Association estimates there’s a shortage of roughly 

300,000 teachers and staff across the U.S.  The teacher shortage is particularly pronounced in rural school 

districts, where the need for special education teachers and STEM teachers is high. We hear from current and 

former teachers about the challenges of the profession. Host Jenn White talks with guest about teacher shortage in 

America. Guests: Anya Kamenetz – Longtime education reporter; author of “The Stolen Year” about children and 

COVID; Alberto Carvalho – Superintendent of Los Angeles Unified School District; Paul Bruno – Assistant 

professor of education policy, organization, and leadership at the University of Illinois; Annie Tan – Former NYC 

Public School Teacher Author and Activist and Kathryn Vaughn – Elementary school art teacher in West 

Tennessee. 

September 28: 10:06 a.m. 46 minutes: The strain of censorship on public libraries. This summer, a library in 

Lafayette, Louisiana, was forced to remove a Pride Month display after conservative Christian activists joined the 

board. They also refused to fund a program about voting rights and attempted to fire a librarian for speaking out 

about the changes. In Iowa, a proposed bill would give city councils the power to overturn librarians’ decisions 

about what books to buy and where they’re displayed. And librarians in Missouri canceled their bookmobile to 

several schools after a law passed in the state criminalizing anyone who makes visually explicit content available 

in schools. The American Library Association has reported 681 challenges to more than 1,600 titles this year. 

That puts 2022 on track to see the highest number of book challenges in decades. What future do public libraries 

and library workers have in this climate of unprecedented censorship? And what role do larger, out-of-state 

libraries play in combatting it? Host Jenn White and her guest discuss answers to these questions. Guests: 

Deborah Caldwell-Stone – Director, American Library Association’s Office for Intellectual Freedom; Kimber 

Glidden – Former director, Boundary county Public Library in Bonners Ferry, Idaho; Deborah Mikula – 

Executive director, the Michigan Library Association; Kiese Laymon Author, “How To Slowly Kill Yourself and 

Others in American”, professor of English, the University of Mississippi and Connor Goodwin – Freelance; 

literary critic.  

Environmental Happenings 

July 7: 10:06 a.m. 46 minutes: The impact of the Supreme Court’s environmental ruling. In a 6-3 decision, the 

Supreme Court found the Environmental Protection Agency does not have the authority to regulate greenhouse 

gas emissions from power plants. In the majority opinion issued last week by Chief Justice John Roberts, he 

argued “it is not plausible that Congress gave EPA the authority” to make drastic changes to the nation’s power 

grid. In a written response, EPA administrator Michael S. Regan argued, “As a public health agency, EPA’s 

number one responsibility is to protect people’s health, especially those who are on the front lines of 

environmental pollution.”  The ruling was a repudiation of the 2015 Clean Power Plan proposed by the Obama 

administration. The six Conservative members of the court followed a legal doctrine known as the “major 

questions doctrine,” which requires federal agencies to get explicit authorization from Congress to decide on 

issues of “major economic and political significance.”  Host Jenn White and guest discuss the ruling and the 

impact. Guests: Patrick Morrisey – West Virginia Attorney General; Jody Freeman – Director of Environmental 

and Energy Law Program at Harvard University; Laura Benshoff – NPR Reporter Covering Climate and Energy 

and Jim Barnes – Professor Emeritus of Public and Environmental Affairs Indiana University. 

https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-20220910-xlpxgsg7xjhfbjjshkcomzaimy-story.html
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-nightly/2022/08/15/the-teacher-shortage-problem-is-bad-really-bad-00052053
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-nightly/2022/08/15/the-teacher-shortage-problem-is-bad-really-bad-00052053
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/tackling-teacher-and-principal-shortages-in-rural-areas.aspx#:~:text=A%20shortage%20of%20teachers%20and,the%20causes%20and%20seek%20solutions.
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/tackling-teacher-and-principal-shortages-in-rural-areas.aspx#:~:text=A%20shortage%20of%20teachers%20and,the%20causes%20and%20seek%20solutions.
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/30/1120023684/conservative-christian-groups-are-targeting-louisiana-libraries
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/30/1120023684/conservative-christian-groups-are-targeting-louisiana-libraries
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/21/1106320865/why-states-are-changing-the-laws-that-govern-libraries-serving-communities
https://time.com/6211350/public-libraries-book-bans/
https://www.ala.org/news/state-americas-libraries-report-2022
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/30/1107260645/the-effect-the-supreme-courts-climate-decision-may-have
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-regan-issues-statement-west-virginia-v-environmental-protection
https://archive.epa.gov/epa/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/07/06/supreme-court-epa-ruling-was-beginning-something-bigger/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/07/06/supreme-court-epa-ruling-was-beginning-something-bigger/
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August 17: 11:06a.m. 18 minutes: States missed a federal deadline for Colorado River cuts. What now? As 

climate change ravages the water supply in the west, the federal government is forcing states to cut back on the 

water they take from the Colorado River. Or, at least, it’s trying. Seven states and Mexico have a water-sharing 

agreement dating back 100 years that says how much water they each can take from the Colorado river, an 

agreement that left out Native American nations entirely despite tribes having a right to as much as a quarter of 

said water. These seven states were supposed to have a plan to cut at least 15 percent more of their water use by 

this week. They all missed the deadline. “The solution to our challenges relies on the bedrock of a century of 

collaboration and partnership in the Colorado River Basin,” said Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Camille 

Calimlim Touton in a press release Tuesday. “But as water stewards, it is our responsibility to protect the system 

and the millions of Americans who depend on it.” Host Jenn White and her guests Luke Runyon – Colorado 

River basin, managing editor and reporter, KUNC discuss how much power does the federal government have to 

get the states to an agreement? And what happens if they don’t cut back? 

September 01: 11:06a.m. 46 minutes: Scientific Method: What does a black hole sound like? More than a century 

ago, physicist Albert Einstein predicted the existence of black holes—points in space where gravity is so 

powerful nothing, not even light, can escape their pull. Since then, black holes have become fixtures in science 

fiction. They’re potent symbols of mystery in part because we know so little about them. But a lot has changed in 

the past decade. We understand more about these cosmic phenomena than ever before, including what they sound 

like. NASA originally released audio of the sounds black holes make in May. A tweet featuring the sound from 

the agency last week received millions of listens, sparking renewed interest in the subject. “The misconception 

that there is no sound in space originates because most space is a ~vacuum, providing no way for sound waves to 

travel. A galaxy cluster has so much gas that we’ve picked up actual sound. Here it’s amplified, and mixed with 

other data, to hear a black hole!” the account wrote. Host Jenn White speak to the scientist who led the project to 

capture the sound and two astrophysicists to better understand black holes the one place where the laws of 

physics don’t apply. Guests: Priyamvada Natarajan – Astrophysicist; professor of astronomy and physics, Yale 

University; a principal investigator, Harvard’s Black Hole Initiative; Kimberly Arcand – Visualization scientist 

and emerging technology lead, NASA’s Chandra’s X-Ray Observatory and Janna Levin – Professor of Physics 

and Astronomy, Barnard College of Columbia University; author “Black Hole Survival Guide.”  

Government  

July 5: 10:06a.m. 46 minutes: Is it time for a 28th constitutional amendment? America wouldn’t be the country it 

is today without its 27 constitutional amendments. It was these later additions to the founding document that 

ended slavery in the U.S. and granted Americans the right to bear arms. It also protected the right for a show like 

ours to exist—and gave us our name—1A, after the First Amendment. But the last time a new one was added was 

30 years ago. We’ll hear from the person who got the 27th amendment ratified. The push to add a 28th is 

happening now. Three-fourths of the states must ratify an amendment before it gets added to the Constitution. In 

today’s divided nation, could any issue realistically gain that level of support? Host Jenn White discuss with 

guests the possibility of a 28th amendment. Guests: Russ Feingold – President, American constitution Society; 

former U.S. Democratic Senator from Wisconsin form 1993-2011; Aziz Rana – Professor of law, Cornell 

University; Zakiya Thomas – President, ERA Coalition and Gregory Watson – Legislative policy analyst; got the 

27th amendment ratified. 

July 13: 10:06a.m. 46 minutes: J6: “Trump can’t escape responsibility.” The latest public hearing from the 

January 6th committee has presented new evidence. This time, it explored the relationships between members 

of President Trump’s inner circle and extremist groups in the lead-up to the attack on the U.S. Capitol. The panel 

included testimony from former White House Counsel Pat Cipollone and a former spokesperson for the Oath 

Keepers, Jason Van Tatenhove. Special attention was paid to a presidential tweet. After a rancorous meeting at 

the White House in December, the former President called on his supporters to rally on January 6th in the 

nation’s capital. Donald Trump has dismissed past witness testimonies as “fake and made-up stories”. On 

Tuesday he also repeated his false claims of voter fraud in the 2020 presidential election. Host Jenn White and 

https://apnews.com/article/mexico-arizona-lakes-colorado-river-cc37e49759fabe8236a081286dfc61ee
https://www.cpr.org/2021/12/07/tribes-historically-excluded-colorado-river-policy-use-want-say-clean-water-access/
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-announces-actions-protect-colorado-river-system-sets-2023
https://www.cnn.com/videos/business/2022/08/24/black-hole-audio-nasa-new-day-michio-kaku-sot-vpx.cnn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioR5np1fmEc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioR5np1fmEc
https://twitter.com/NASAExoplanets/status/1561442514078314496
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xxvii
https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/597491-the-unratified-undead-democrats-move-to-declare-the-era-the-28th-amendment/
https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/597491-the-unratified-undead-democrats-move-to-declare-the-era-the-28th-amendment/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/07/12/us/jan-6-hearing-today-trump?smid=url-share
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/12/1109999639/jan-6-hearing-livestream-how-to-watch-live-updates
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/12/us/politics/pat-cipollone-jan-6-trump.html
https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3553468-who-is-oath-keepers-spokesperson-jason-van-tatenhove/
https://twitter.com/lbarronlopez/status/1546916944682549255?s=20&t=KYAOaAflySzJChwQfjJ2ag
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/trump-again-lashes-out-at-jan-6-committee-as-panel-breaches-his-inner-circle/ar-AAZuWe8?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=067f6655a5d94bd8b61827a36b00594b
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guests examines these latest findings and considers the next steps look like for the committee. Guests: Chris 

Whipple – Documentarian and Author of “The Gatekeepers: How the White House Chiefs of Staff Define Every 

Presidency.”; Mary McCord – Executive Director at the Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection, 

visiting Professor of Law at Georgetown University Law Center, former Acting Assistant Attorney General of 

National Security at the Department of Justice; Cassie Miller – Senior Researcher Southern Poverty Law Center 

and Jason VanTatenhove – Journalist and Former Spokesperson with the Oath Keepers. 

August 4: 10:06a.m. 47 minutes: The Pentagon established an office to track UFOs. What could we learn? In 

May, Congress held its first hearing on UFOs in over 50 years. The Pentagon has created a new office to track 

what they call UAPs, or unidentified aerial phenomena. NASA has begun its own investigation. The new office is 

the result of various disclosure of unidentified aerial phenomenon (UAP) by the DoD after lobbing and leaks 

from groups like Tom Delonge’s “To the Stars Academy” credible witnesses, including “Navy pilots, have come 

forward and describe their experiences with UFOs. Under pressure form congress and the public, the Pentagon’s 

Director of National Intelligence released a nine-page report on the phenomenon in June of 2021. Host Jenn 

White and her guests discuss, what’s behind Americans’ obsession with UFOs? And what role can and should the 

government play in tracking them? Guests: Seth Shostak – Senior astronomer, SETI Institute; Kate Dorsch – 

Science and technology historian; professor, University of Pennsylvania, and Shane Harris – Intelligence and 

National security reporter, The Washington Post; future of War fellow, New American; author, “At War: The 

Rise of the Military – Internet Complex” and “The Watchers: The Rise of America’s Surveillance State.” 

September 7: 10:06a.m. 46 minutes: The IRS is getting $89 billion. For what? When President Joe Biden signed 

the Inflation Reduction Act into law, he allocated an infusion of $80 billion to the Internal Revenue Service. The 

IRS says the money will help close the yearly deficit of $600 billion between the taxes the IRS collects and the 

taxes owed. The agency plans to spend the money on hiring new enforcement agents, modernizing 

technology, auditing the wealthiest Americans, and improving the taxpayer experience. But the plan has attracted 

partisan pushback.  Host Jenn White discuss what obstacles has the IRS historically faced? And how far will the 

new money go to help the beleaguered agency? Guests: John Koskinen – Former commissioner, Internal Revenue 

Service; Nia Olson – Former national taxpayer advocate, Internal Revenue Service; Executive director, the Center 

of Taxpayer Rights; Richard Rubin – U.S. tax policy reporter, The Wall Street Journal; and Natasha Sarin – 

Counselor for tax policy and implementation, U.S. Treasury. 

Arts and Culture programs  

July 18: 11:06a.m. 46 minutes: Native Americans are the highlight of this summer’s TV Slate. It took 30 years for 

“Dark Winds” to be adapted for television. The Tony Hillerman series revolves around the Navajo Nation and 

two tribal policemen trying to solve the murder of a Navajo woman. The show has already made history for its 

predominant Native cast and crew, already cinching up a second season. “Rutherford Falls” and “Reservation 

Dogs” are both returning for second seasons. The Guardian called the first season of “Reservation Dogs” “a 

stereotype-smashing, Tarantino-esque triumph.” And “Rutherford Falls” is full of “Native joy” and comedy. Last 

year, UCLA’s Hollywood Diversity Report found that indigenous people made up less than one percent of acting 

roles. They were virtually nonexistent in creative roles behind the camera. Host Jenn White and guest discuss, 

how much has the representation of Native people in movies and TV evolved? And what’s next for Native stories 

on screen? Guests: Chris Eyre Director, Smoke Signals; director and executive producer, Dark Winds; 

Cheyenne/Arapaho; Maya rose Dittloff – Staff write, Darke Winds; Mandan, Hidatsa, and Blackfeet and Kiowa 

Gordon – Actor; Hualapai 

August 11: 11:06a.m. 46 minutes: Is it still worth staying up for late-night TV? For more than 60 years, late-night 

TV hosts have been putting Americans to bed. From Johnny Carson, the “king of late night,” to Letterman and 

the Jimmy’s, late-night talk shows have swayed pop culture and “watercooler” talk. But the landscape 

has mostly sounded and looked the same: all male and mostly white. That slowly started to change with the 

premieres of The Amber Ruffin Show, Desus and Mero, and Full Frontal with Samantha Bee. But recently, Desus 

https://www.npr.org/2022/05/17/1099410910/ufo-hearing-congress-military-intelligence
https://www.space.com/department-of-defense-new-office-ufos
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/air-space-magazine/ufos-uapswhatever-we-call-them-why-do-we-assume-mysterious-flying-objects-are-extraterrestrial-180978374/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/with-new-study-nasa-seeks-the-science-behind-ufos/
https://the1a.org/segments/little-green-people-unlikely-but-the-navy-says-ufos-are-real/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/what-80-billion-more-for-the-irs-means-for-your-taxes-11660901409?mod=article_inline
https://www.npr.org/2022/04/18/1093380881/on-tax-day-the-treasury-department-urges-for-more-funding-to-the-irs
https://www.wsj.com/articles/irs-revenue-boost-from-stronger-enforcement-is-scaled-back-in-cbo-estimate-11661463017
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/08/24/irs-80-billion-answer-phones/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/irs-readies-security-review-for-employees-after-backlash-to-new-law-11661311342
https://www.wsj.com/articles/irs-readies-security-review-for-employees-after-backlash-to-new-law-11661311342
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-features/amc-series-dark-winds-tony-hillerman-1235156491/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-features/amc-series-dark-winds-tony-hillerman-1235156491/
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2021/oct/13/reservation-dogs-review-a-stereotype-smashing-tarantino-esque-triumph
https://www.today.com/popculture/tv/rutherford-falls-season-2-native-sitcom-sierra-teller-ornelas-rcna32205
https://socialsciences.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/UCLA-Hollywood-Diversity-Report-2021-Television-10-26-2021.pdf
https://mndaily.com/247286/uncategorized/late-night-tv-hosts-lack-diversity/
https://www.theringer.com/tv/2022/7/19/23270224/desus-mero-bodega-boys-podcast-showtime-breakup
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and Mero and Samantha Bee announced the ends of their multi-season runs. James Corden is also leaving his host 

position on The Late Show on CBS next year. These open spots have some TV critics like NPR’s Eric 

Deggans asking what this could mean for the future of late-night television.  Host Jenn White and Guests Eric 

Deggans – TV Critic, NPR; Bill Carter – Author, “The War for Late Night” & “The Late Shift”, podcast host, 

“Behind the Desk: The story of Late Nigh; Robert Kornhauser – Writer, Desus & Mero and Claire Friedman – 

Write, Desus & Mero; SNL; My Next Guest Needs No Introduction with David Letterman.  Host Jenn White and 

guest discuss, how much more opportunity is there to expand the diversity of late-night TV? And how much 

staying power does it have in the age of streaming?  

September 6: 11:20a.m. 35 minutes: The Science of adult friendship. Making friends past the age of 22 can be 

difficult. and while connections with friends are essential for building community and fostering self-

worth, friendships are often the relationships we put on the back burner as we get older. Last year, the American 

Perspectives Survey found that 12 percent of Americans say they have no close friendships, compared with 3 

percent in 1990. And nearly half of Americans reported losing touch with friends during the pandemic. Adult 

friendship is the subject of a new book, “Platonic: How the Science of Attachment Can Help You Make–and 

Keep–Friends” by psychologist and friendship expert Marisa Franco. Host Jenn White is joined by Marisa franco 

– Psychologist and friendship expert, to answer your friendship questions. 

Other notable 1A Programs that address issues of importance include: 
 

July 12: 10:06a.m. 46 minutes: A public health emergency for abortion access? 

 

July 14: 10:06a.m. 46 minutes: Does religious freedom protect abortion access? 

 

July 25: 11:06a.m. 46 minutes: Everything about the metaverse you were too afraid to ask. 

 

August 1: 10:06a.m. 47 minutes: Vaccination Nation: Monkeypox and the BA.5 variant 

 

August 1: 10:41a.m. 11 minutes: Remembering Nichelle Nichols 

 

August 10: 11:06a.m. 11 minutes: Serena Williams next chapter 

 

August 17: 10:06a.m. 11 minutes: Liz Cheney leaves Washington 

 

September 07: 10:52a.m. 47 minutes: These museums are working to protect Ukraine’s cultural heritage.  

 

September 21: 10:52a.m. 46 minutes: Vaccination Nation: Is the pandemic over? 

 

September 27: 11:30a.m. 23 minutes: How the Biden administration is tackling pandemic fraud 

 

The Politics Hour with Kojo Nnamdi 
 

This program focuses exclusively on issues of importance in our listening area and connects the dots 

between events happening in Washington, D.C., and the state houses in Annapolis, Maryland and Richmond, 

Virginia. With resident analyst Tom Sherwood, the program maintains a vital forum for the public to engage 

with elected officials and hold them accountable. 
 

Every Friday in this reporting period, Kojo and resident analyst Tom Sherwood hosted governors, statewide 

office holders, city and county elected officials, regional appointed officials, and candidates for public office. 
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There were thirteen locally produced editions of The Politics Hour totaling 707 minutes of programming 

involving over forty guests. 
 

In addition to probing the guests on their views, listeners are encouraged to call in and ask questions directly 

of the guests.  
 

Examples of programming to address issues of local importance include: 
 

Recent Gun Violence 

August 5: 12:25p.m. 21 minutes: In the past week, D.C. has experienced a mass shooting in Northwest D.C. and 

a police shooting in Brightwood Park. D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) joins Host Kojo Nnamdi and 

Resident Analyst Tom Sherwood to talk about the recent gun violence. 
 

August 26: 12:12p.m. 37 minutes: In the District, residents are still reeling from this week’s mass shooting in 

Northwest D.C. Metropolitan Police Department Chief Robert J. Contee III joins Host Kojo Nnamdi and Resident 

Analyst Tom Sherwood to talk about the shooting and how the department is addressing summer violence overall. 

We ask Contee about the appeals court decision to uphold a law that limits the police union’s involvement in 

disciplinary decisions. How will a new contract with the union help attract and retain officers to the department? 
 

2022-2023 School Year 

August 19: 12:01p.m. 40 minutes: Just over a week away from the start of D.C.’s school year, students and staff 

will be required to submit a negative COVID-19 test before returning to the classroom. Plus, courts upheld a D.C. 

requirement for early childhood educators to have certain higher education degrees. D.C. Councilmember 

Christina Henderson (I-At Large) joins Host Kojo Nnamdi and Resident Analyst Tom Sherwood to talk about the 

latest education news and the District’s handling of monkeypox. 
 

September 2: 12:24p.m. 24 minutes: On Monday, D.C. kicked off the school year. D.C. Public Schools 

Chancellor Lewis Ferebee joins Host Kojo Nnamdi and Resident Analyst Tom Sherwood to reflects on the first 

week and concerns over school building conditions, delaying enforcement of the COVID-19 vaccine mandate for 

students, and teacher turnover. 
 

September 23:12:13p.m. 22 minutes: In Virginia, Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s administration has proposed a new 

school policies that would, among other things require school staff to refer to students by their legal name and by 

pronouns that match their sex assigned at birth. Supporters of the plan call it a win for parental rights in schools. 

Critics say it would result in restrictions for transgender and nonbinary students, who would be most affected by 

the policies. Host Kojo Nnamdi and Resident Analyst Tom Sherwood talk with both a Republican and a 

Democratic Northern Virginia lawmaker, Del. Dave LaRock (R-Loudoun) and Del. Marcus Simon (D-Falls 

Church), to get their take. 

 

 

Maryland’s Primary Elections 

July 8: 12:06p.m. 26minutes: We’re less than two weeks away from Maryland’s July 19 primary, and many likely 

voters are still undecided as to who they’ll support for governor, according to recent polling. On the Democratic 

side, Peter Franchot, Wes Moore, and Tom Perez have pulled ahead as frontrunners in a crowded field. On the 

Republican side, Dan Cox and Kelly Schulz are in the lead. Maryland Matter’s Bruce DePuyt gives us the latest 

on the primary races and how early voting is going. Host Kojo Nnamdi and Resident Analyst Tom Sherwood talk 

about the showdown between former Congresswoman Donna Edwards and former Prince George’s County 

State’s Attorney Glenn Ivey to secure the Democratic nomination in Maryland’s 4th Congressional District.  
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July 22: 12:06p.m. 26 minutes: Maryland’s July 19 primary may be over, but mail-in ballots are still being 

counted. We don’t know who has won the Democratic nomination for governor, the projected Republican 

nominee for governor is Dan Cox, a Trump-endorsed state delegate. He bested Hogan-supported Kelly Schulz, 

with help from the Democratic Governors Association. The Democratic primary race remains too close to call as 

ballots continue to be counted, with celebrity author Wes Moore leading former labor secretary Tom Perez and 

state comptroller Peter Franchot join Host Kojo Nnamdi and Resident Analyst Tom Sherwood too talk about the 

results, and what we’re waiting on. 
 

Maryland Attorney General Race 

September 30 12:01p.m.23 minutes: Michael Peroutka, the Republican candidate for Maryland attorney general, 

faces an uphill battle to beat his Democratic opponent, Maryland Congressman Anthony Brown. The latest poll 

shows Peroutka behind by more than 20 points. What will it take for him to bridge that gap? We talk with the 

former Anne Arundel councilman about his priorities, which include election integrity and opposing abortion. 

And we ask whether he’ll follow through on his campaign promise to prosecute public officials responsible for 

COVID lockdown measures. 
 

Migrant Emergency 

September 16: 12:01 10 minutes: In the past five months, the governors of Texas and Arizona have been sending 

migrants to D.C. On Thursday, migrants were dropped off near Vice President Kamala Harris’ residence. The 

influx of migrants in the District has created a crisis, with the mayor declaring a public emergency. Host Kojo 

Nnamdi and Reporter Martin Austermuhule talk with Ward 1 D.C. Councilmember Brianne Nadeau (D), who 

chairs the Human Services Committee, about how D.C. is working to assist migrants, specifically with housing 

and education. We get her thoughts on Amazon’s plan to invest $150 million dollars in affordable housing. 
 

D.C. Transportation News 

September 23: 12:01p.m. 12 minutes: The D.C. Council is poised to make some significant traffic law changes, 

including banning right on red for drivers and allowing cyclists to treat stop signs as yield signs. WAMU and 

DCist’s transportation reporter Jordan Pascale breaks down the latest news. 
 

September 30: 12:25p.m. 23 minutes: A D.C. council committee approved a bill that, if it passes the full council, 

would give District residents up to $100 each month for Metro. Host Kojo Nnamdi and Resident Analyst Tom 

Sherwood talk to the bill’s mastermind, Councilmember Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), about the proposal and how it 

would work in practice. Plus, what are his priorities as chair of the council’s judiciary committee? We know that 

one of them will be a massive rewrite of the city’s criminal code. 

 

 

WAMU also produces The Big Broadcast with Murray Horwitz and Hot Jazz      Saturday Night with Rob 

Bamberger. 

 


