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January 5, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. Children’s media use in America.  A new study finds that children as young as two can swipe into 
an iPhone and scroll through pictures.  A four-year old knows how to take pictures with a 
smartphone and delete the ones she doesn’t want to keep.  How tech savvy are our young 
children, and is it good for them?  Guest is Sue Thotz, Chicago Program Manager for Common 
Sense Media, a not-for-profit (that is non-political and non-religious) that did the study, Zero to 
8:  Children’s Media Use in America.  Ms. Thotz discusses the results of the study, how Common 
Sense Media rates apps, websites, movies, TV shows and other media for children’s use, and 
when and how a family might consider going on a “media diet.”   

Issues covered:  family issues; parenting issues; education; technology and media; consumerism; 
culture and society; early childhood education and development.   

 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 

January 12, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 

1. Teaching our kids to be innovative thinkers.  Guest Bette Fetter, Chicago mother, artist, art 
teacher and author believes our schools have “left brain” teaching methods that don’t work for 
children who are “right brain” thinkers or visual learners.  Same for children who are special 
needs.   Ms. Fetter also believes “left brain” teaching doesn’t help our kids be creative or 
prepare them for a world where thinking “outside the box” is in high demand.  Ms. Fetter has 
written a book about this, Being Visual: Raising a Generation of Innovative Thinkers.  

Issues covered:  education; the arts and art education; special needs children; parenting issues; culture 
and society; technology and society. 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 

January 19, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 

1. Pink Power Mom and Imerman Angels.  Today’s show brings us full circle.  Last summer, we 
introduced listeners to Pink Power Mom, a nationwide non-profit that honors breast cancer 
survivors who are reaching out to help others.  That interview led to the first Chicago-area 
woman being named a Pink Power Mom and her charity of choice, Imerman Angels, receiving a 
$25,000 donation.   Unfortunately, the newly crowned Pink Power Mom lost her battle before 
the December gifting ceremony.  Guests are Heidi Floyd, Executive Director of Pink Power Mom, 
and Jonny Imerman, founder of Imerman Angels, a Chicago-based not-for-profit that pairs 
cancer patients with survivors of similar cancers.  



Issues covered:  breast cancer and breast cancer awareness; women’s issues; not-for-profit 
organizations; corporate good citizenship; society and health; personal health; public health; 
volunteering.  
 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. “Heart and Soul.”  A special performance celebrating the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Junior featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 
Square. 

Issues covered:   civil rights; patriotism; African-American history; religion; spirituality. 
 

January 26, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.   

1. Addictions and the teenage brain.  Heroin, pot and alcohol are easy for Chicago teens to get and 
they have a powerful effect on the young brain.  When you hear the science behind addiction, 
it’s a wonder more of our kids don’t get hooked.  With the heroin epidemic raging in Chicago, 
it’s time for parents to have “the talk,” and we have expert advice and tips on getting the 
conversation started.  Guest is Dr. Dan Lustig, Vice President of Clinical Services for Haymarket 
Center, an addiction treatment facility with several centers in Chicago and suburban 
Schaumburg.   

Issues covered:  teen health; teen issues; addiction; youth at risk; family issues; parenting issues; 
education; community issues; crime; substance abuse. 

 
7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  

1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 
Square. 

Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 

February 2, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager  

1. Unlikely friendships.   If animals can do it, why can’t humans? Throughout the animal kingdom, 
there are stories of animals bonding in unusual ways: a cat befriending a bird; a snake hanging 
out with a hamster; the lion, the tiger and the bear.  Science journalist and National Geographic 
magazine writer Jennifer Holland has written a book about some of the most unique odd-
couples in the animal kingdom.  She discusses her book, Unlikely Friendships, 47 Remarkable 
Stories from the Animal Kingdom, and a series of children’s books she’s also written, Unlikely 
Friendships for Kids. 

Issues covered:  animals and the animal kingdom; education; science news; the environment; nature. 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 
 
 



 

February 9, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 

1. Social sklz for kids.  Our children may be brilliant when it comes to using technology or playing 
video games but can they hold a conversation with someone?  Now, maybe more than ever, our 
tech savvy kids might need a little help when it comes to face-to-face communication and other 
social skills.  An expert walks us through the steps to help our children become confident and 
better skilled at navigating social situations with adults and others.   Guest is Faye De 
Muyshondt, public relations specialist, professor at New York University and Fordham Graduate 
School of Business, and author, Social Sklz :-) for Success:  How to give children the skills they 
need to thrive in the modern world.  

Issues covered:  education; communication; technology and social media; business; culture and society; 
employment; teen issues.  

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 

February 16, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 

1. The silent crisis of runaways.  It’s estimated that one in five American teens will run away from 
home this year. A national not-for-profit organization, the National Runaway Safeline, offers 
them a lifeline and we can thank Hugh Hefner for making it possible.  The Safeline, formerly the 
National Runaway Switchboard is based in Chicago and changed its name last year, in part, 
because today’s teens have no idea what a switchboard is.  Executive Director Maureen Blaha 
explains the operation, its services for runaways and their families, and the connection to Hef. 

Issues covered:  youth at risk; family issues; parenting matters; teen issues; crime; housing; education; 
personal health; mental health; not-for-profit organizations; volunteering.  

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 

February 23, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 

1. Protecting our trees and shrubs during the long, hard winter.  Sub-zero temperatures, vicious 
winds gusting to 60 miles-an-hour, and 80 inches of snow have made this a harsh winter for 
people and for plants.  Two experts from the non-profit Morton Arboretum in suburban Lisle 
discuss the winter’s impact on our trees and shrubs and what we can do to minimize the 
damage.  Guests are:  Plant Education expert Megan Dunning and tree specialist Joe 
Rotheluthner.   



Issues covered:  the environment; nature; weather issues; the science of snow; the impact of snow and 
ice melting products on the environment; not-for-profit organizations; education; community issues; 
neighborhood issues.  

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 

March 2, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 

1. The benefits of arts education for children.  Educators have been encouraging children to study 
the STEM subjects of science, technology, engineering and math but there’s a new movement to 
make that STEAM, to add an “A” for the arts.  Growing evidence, such as higher test scores, 
supports the benefits of music education for children.  Chicago’s Ravinia Music Festival has been 
doing this for years with its Reach*Teach*Play program.  A not-for-profit organization, Ravinia 
brings free music lessons and band and orchestra programs, including teachers and instruments, 
to thousands of Chicago Public Schoolchildren every year.  Combined with other free classes and 
events for students, Ravinia’s music programs annually reach 70,000 Chicago kids and their 
families.  Guests are:  Ravinia President/CEO Welz Kauffman and Ravinia Associates Board 
Member Alyssa Quinlan.  

Issues covered:  the arts; cultural awareness; education; community involvement; not-for-profit 
organizations; teen issues; special needs children; youth at risk; performing arts; entertainment. 

 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 

March 9, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 
1. Preparing our trees, shrubs, lawns and gardens after the harsh winter.   After the long, cold, snowy 

winter, Chicagoans are ready to get dirty and start digging in their gardens.   Two experts from the 
non-profit Morton Arboretum in suburban Lisle discuss the winter’s impact on our yards, what we 
can expect from the spring growing season and how we can best prepare our lawns and gardens.  
The Arboretum also offers a host of classes and seminars for nature lovers.  Guests are:  Plant 
Education expert Megan Dunning and tree specialist Joe Rotheluthner.   

Issues covered:  the environment; nature; weather issues; the science of snow; the arts;  not-for-profit 
organizations; education; community issues; neighborhood issues.  

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 



March 16, 2014 
6:30am-6:46am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 

1. Support for Chicago’s troubled schools.  Low test scores, high dropout rates, overcrowding, 
crime, and now consolidation.  Chicago Public Schools have their share of challenges but one 
not-for-profit organization has been tapped to help students and teachers in the classrooms: 
City Year.  With 200+ volunteers in their Corps, City Year is the “boots on the ground,” providing 
one-on-one tutoring and mentoring as well as teacher support in the city’s most troubled 
schools.  City Year Corps members are between 17 and 24 years of age and for those interested, 
the Corps is now accepting applications for the new school year.  Guest is City Year Executive 
Director Lisa Morrison Butler.   NOTE: Due to technical difficulties this program was interrupted 
and cut short; it will air in its entirety next week.   

Issues covered:  education; volunteering; community issues; youth at risk; poverty issues; the arts; 
employment; not-for-profit organizations; government funding; city government.  

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 

March 23, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 

1. Encore presentation of our program on support for Chicago’s troubled schools.  Low test scores, 
high dropout rates, overcrowding, crime, and now consolidation.  Chicago Public Schools have 
their share of challenges but one not-for-profit organization has been tapped to help students 
and teachers in the classrooms: City Year.  With 200+ volunteers in their Corps, City Year is the 
“boots on the ground,” providing one-on-one tutoring and mentoring as well as teacher support 
in the city’s most troubled schools.  City Year Corps members are between 17 and 24 years of 
age and for those interested, the Corps is now accepting applications for the new school year.  
Guest is City Year Executive Director Lisa Morrison Butler.   NOTE: Due to technical difficulties 
last week this program cut short; this week the program aired in its entirety.  

Issues covered:  education; volunteering; community issues; youth at risk; poverty issues; the arts; 
employment; not-for-profit organizations; government funding; city government.  

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 

March 30, 2014 
6:30am-7:00am  “Mix Matters” 
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager. 

1. Concealed carry: how does it affect you and your kids? Late last year, Illinois became the last 
state in the nation to allow people to carry concealed firearms.  Since becoming legal, state 
police been flooded with applications for Firearm Owners Identification cards and concealed 
carry permits; the first concealed carry permits have just been issued.  What does it mean for 



those who are gun enthusiasts and those who are not?  And what should all of us be telling our 
children about guns?  Two gun safety experts, who are also police officers discuss.   Guests are:  
Valerie Davis and Raimond Pavey, Winnetka Police Officers and co-owners of Precision Firearms 
Education and Training in suburban Morton Grove.   

Issues covered:  personal safety; public safety; parenting issues; family issues; crime; legal issues; 
women’s issues; education; government regulation.  

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square. 
Issues covered:   religion; spirituality. 
 


