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LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 

 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during this 

reporting period are listed on the following pages. 

 

 

 

Local issue/concern    Brief description of local issue/concern 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Local school systems struggle to provide the best education with 

limited resources.  Innovation and public private partnerships have 

proven to be important initiatives. 

 

 

The economy The impact of sequestration is just beginning to be felt and there is 

a lot of concern about how it will affect federal employees, the 

military, contractors and local economies.  

 

Helping the needy Local non-profits are reporting the need for assistance is growing 

at a time when resources are shrinking. 

 

 

Healthcare Health care costs are steadily increasing in the local area with its 

high incidence of diabetes, childhood obesity, and breast cancer 

morbidity. 

 

 

 

Transportation/Traffic The Washington area has the worst traffic congestion in the 

country so transportation issues are always top of mind whether it 

be mass transit or local highways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Local Issue:  Education 

 

Cool Schools: Argyle Middle School 

6:00 AM and 5:00 PM Jan. 10, 2013 

2:33 

 

SILVER SPRING, Md. (WUSA) -- Math matters in this week's cool school.  

It's time to fire up the bus and head to Silver Spring where at Argyle Middle School. Their love of video games 

is making fractions a lot more fun.  

Fractions are a big part of math in 6th grade. What's cool about this lesson is how Danyail and her classmates at 

Argyle Middle School are learning math, but also playing a pretty fun video game.  

"When a fraction hits its equivalent, the equivalent will get destroyed in the game, but the fractions won't so it's 

kind of like that, that's what I like," explained Reynald Oliveria.  

Principal Bobby Dodd says this team teaching approach is something you can expect more and more schools to 

adopt, because it works!  

"All the research shows that kids don't learn in isolation that the curriculum and the instructional strategies that 

teachers use need to be integrated, that's the way they get a really good depth of understanding," said Principal 

Bobby Dodd.  

Almost without realizing it, 6th grade math gets easier with a 'fraction' of the stress.  

"What we are trying to do is teach these students to become digital producers so they can create their own 

games, by doing so we're teaching them programming skills but we're also teaching them artistic skills," 

explained Tech Teacher, David Heller.  

 

Cool Schools: Montgomery Blair High School 

6:00 AM and 5:00 PM Feb. 7, 2013 

3:00 minutes 

 

Cool schools time is here and this big yellow bus is stopping in Silver Spring on University Boulevard.  

 

That's where you'll find Montgomery Blair High School.  

 

The Four Corners area is a very busy intersection, and this week the students we are profiling are literally 

saving lives on the streets near their school by starting a campaign named The Blair Walk Project.  

 

"Texting and walking, listening to music and walking, you're just distracted. We need to get the word out that 

it's not safe," explained junior, Celeste Smith.  

 

The campaign, created by Hillary Yeboh who is a senior at Blair High School, promotes student awareness by 

making sure students aren't distracted when crossing the busy streets.  

 

The students also received real world experience as they had the opportunity to work with a local marketing 

firm to put together their campaign message "Be Seen & Be Safe."  

 

In addition to the campaign message, students made wristbands to help the cause and keep the message "cool", 

which seemed to really help.  

 

"We've actually had a 45 percent reduction in pedestrian collisions in these high incidence areas where we've 

been doing this education," said Jeff Dunckel, DOT Montgomery County Safety Coordinator.  

 

Students received real world marketing experience and saved some lives in the process, pretty cool. 



 

 

Cool Schools: Thomas Jefferson HS 

6:00 AM and 5:00 PM Feb. 14, 2013  

3:00 minutes 

 

Imagine being able to control some of the symptoms of autism by wearing a bracelet. 

There are still so many questions when it comes to diagnosing and treating autism, but seniors at Thomas 

Jefferson High School have created a piece of jewelry that may provide some answers. 

Their invention is getting the attention of parents and the autism community alike. 

The bracelet records a conversation then analyzes it. Once this happens, a corresponding face icon shows up on 

the bracelet with the words happy or angry. 

The students have received funding from Lemelson Foundation at MIT and others. 

If their math works, a true breakthrough could take place in finding the missing piece of autism. 

The students are already receiving positive feedback from local families and organizations like Autism Speaks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cool Schools: The Lab School 

6:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Feb. 28, 2013 

3:00 minutes 

 

Brilliant, creative, and motivated are words that describe the students at this week's cool school: The Lab 

School in Northwest, DC.  

The sixth graders in Sarah Lowenberg's class are learning about the five major religions in the world. To help 

the students learn, they're making a prayer rug for a lesson on Islam where they are always moving.  

In class, the teachers like to keep the students moving as they believe it helps productivity and learning.  

"All brains work a little differently," explained Lowenberg. "Either you're a visual learner or kinesthetic 

learners. we all learn differently. Here, we're going to help you be successful and find how you learn the best." 

The Lab School has been using these teaching methods to get students ready for college  since the 1960's.  

The students set their projects up at a museum exhibit in the school so they can teach other students and adults 

what they have learned. Each student receives a job title of someone who works on a museum staff, and then 

they divide the duties. 

 

 

Cool Schools: Thurgood Marshall Elementary 

6:00 AM and 5:00 PM Mar. 14, 2013  

3:00 Minutes 

 

At Thurgood Marshall Elementary, the whole school is involved in a competition where the winner gets to 

breathe a little fire. 

Some students are focused on fiction while others are focused on facts, but everyone is focused on becoming 

better readers thanks to a hot new contest. 

One scale at a time, each class is building a dragon by reading.  

"My goal was to get the most scales in second grade and help my class win fire breathing dragon status," shared 

second grader Sammy Krimstein. 

Fellow second grader Madison Monkevich explained, "Once a second grader reads 15 minutes they get one 

scale and when you're a third grader and up you have to read for 30 minutes to get one scale." 

The hallways are bursting with color and pride as they go for their goals. One student reached 105 scales. 

"Do you not sleep? Do you just read all the time?" asked Mike Hydeck. 

http://www.wusa9.com/news/morning/CoolSchools/article/245933/377/Cool-Schools-The-Lab-School


 

 

"Whenever I have a break I read!" said Maya Ramamurthi.  

The enthusiasm for the project started with second grade teacher Ms. Digiovani in January, but it didn't stop 

there. Top classes get recognized each week for their progress. Students have individual goals as well. 

The contest has proven to be a real page-turner if you ask Jayden Armour: "I probably read about 23 different 

books." 

"Do you read more now than you ever did?" Hydeck asked Sammy Krimstein. 

Sammy replied, "Yes, definitely! This program really fired me up for reading!" 

 

Cool Schools: Students Design Inventions In 3D 

6:00 AM and 5:00 PM Mar. 28, 2013  

3:00 Minutes 

 

Engineers of the future can not only design their inventions they can manufacture them in 3D. 

A little machine called a 3D printer at Kenmore Middle School in Arlington works more like a piece of high 

tech manufacturing equipment. Design whatever you want on a computer-aided drafting program called 

Mastercam and it makes it come to life. Plastic tread the size of a weed whacker string is fed through the 

machine. Then, Jeb Berger explained, "The platform heats up so the plastic will melt. Also this extruder will 

heat up so the plastic will melt."  

Layer by layer it builds your design. Students are working on this windmill for a competition called "Kid 

Wind." 

Katie Heaton told us, "We made the ribs in the wings, we made the nose cone, we made the gearbox itself." 

The more electricity the windmill generates, the better the students do in the competition. 

"The judges come to talk to us, they ask us about our background of wind knowledge, then we actually go into 

the wind tunnel where it will be tested," shared Katie Heaton. 

The limits of their imagination are also being tested. 

Cassidy Nolen, the design teacher, said, " I'm starting to hear kids talk in terms of 'oh Mr Nolen I need to make 

a blank.' It isn't 'I need to find,' 'you need to help me,' 'you need to do this' 'you need to do that.' Students are 

grabbing the keys to Mastercam making the parts they need and building them."  

They're not buying  it, they're building it, and in the process they are building a career. 

Katie Heaton told us, "I plan to be a biomedical engineer when I grow up so it was a nice start to have the 

experience to build this thing." 

By the way, the team of seventh and eight graders came in second in the statewide Kid Wind competition. 

 

 

HERO CENTRAL: Edu-Futuro Guides Latinos To Higher Education 

12:00 noon and 5 :00 PM, Feb. 4, 2013 

2:30 minutes 

 

"One of the things I found about Edu-Futuro to be really amazing is the fact that they actually reach out to the 

Latino community," said Marisela Lara, 17,  junior at Washington Lee High School. She is the first in her 

family preparing to go to college. 

Edu-Futuro is helping Lara go through the college application process. The non-profit organization was 

founded by Bolivian Americans in 1998. Its current mission is to mentor Latino middle and high school 

students to be prepared for higher education and leadership roles. 

 

Edu-Futuro addresses the academic needs of a growing population. In 2015, an estimate of 57.1 million 

Latinos will be in America, according to the U.S. Census Bureau (table 4). 

"The Latino community, as many immigrant communities, have unique needs and barriers-language, cultural, 

that come with being an immigrant," said Eneida Alcalde, Executive Director of Edu-Futuro (aka. Educación 

Para Nuestro Futuro). 

http://www.wusa9.com/news/morning/CoolSchools/article/251633/377/Cool-Schools-Students-Design-Inventions-In-3D
http://www.edu-futuro.org/
http://www.edu-futuro.org/
http://www.census.gov/population/projections/data/national/2012/summarytables.html


 

 

Lara participates within Edu-Futuro's Emerging Leaders Program where she is paired with a mentor. The 

mentor helps her with homework, the SAT's and other college paperwork. Meanwhile, the mentorship builds 

Lara's confidence. 

"I feel like I've grown in my leadership skills. I'm now taking on bigger roles, I started my own club at school, 

I'm more out going now, not shy to speak in front of people," said Lara. 

Lara's first mentor was a working professional. For the second part of the Emerging Leaders Program, Lara is 

currently mentored by a local Latina college student.  

In about 40 years, nearly one in three U.S. residents will be Hispanic, according to the  estimates from the U.S. 

Census Bureau. 

"As a Latina, I really envision our community to be engaged, compassionate, educated community members. 

Because I really believe in the United States. I'm an immigrant myself," said Alcalde. 

 

Lara wants to study medicine, and she is preparing to become a strong college applicant. 

"I'm taking all of the required classes in high school, that will help me get better knowledge on how the 

medicine field will be like," said Lara. 

Lara said she is not only being proactive about her future, but her actions are meant to encourage her younger 

brother. 

"I hope to inspire my brother to attend college." 

 

  

 

 

Local Issue:  The Economy 

 

Pentagon prepares to furlough civilian workers 

11:00 PM Jan. 26, 2013 

2:30 minutes 

 

With no deal on the horizon to prevent the automatic across-the-board budget cuts known commonly as 

sequestration, the Pentagon is preparing contingency plans that could lead to one-day-a-week furloughs for 

civilian workers for five months,a move aimed at saving five billion dollars by the end of the fiscal year in 

September.  

Some workers wrote of their displeasure on WUSA-9's Facebook page.  

"We have one income, a kid in college , another in sixth. I have stage three colon cancer and (am) having 

chemotherapy. No. We can not afford any pay cut now," wrote one.  

What is the consequence of the potential furloughs? Military analysts see risks in the plan.  

"Well, we haven't done this in awhile so the answer is catastrophic and bad. It's going to create enormous 

inefficiencies because people are going to have to figure this out as we go along. There is no plan for this and 

the irony here is this is exactly what we aren't supposed to be doing. We want to save money, We want to be 

more efficient  but the way they're to do this, it's actually going to drive inefficiencies and, in the end, it's going 

to cost us all a lot more to solve the same problems," said James Carafano of the Heritage Foundation.  

"At the very best, we're going to waste a lot of money and we're going to mae a lot of things harder because this 

congress and this president failed us with an idea we all knew was stupid to begin with," Carafano told WUSA-

9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edu-futuro.org/?page_id=313
http://www.edu-futuro.org/?page_id=313
http://www.wusa9.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=239864
http://www.wusa9.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=239864


 

 

Possible Sequestration has area employers on edge 

7:00 PM and 11:00 PM Feb. 5, 2013 

2:30 

 

President Obama Tuesday called on congress to pass a temporary alternative fix to the coming sequestration 

cuts that threaten recession and, according to the Congressional Budget Office, a million jobs.  

"We should give them the chance to come up with this budget instead of making indiscriminate cuts now that 

will cost U.S. jobs and significantly slow down our recovery," President Obama said.  

Washington, DC area contractors who do business with the federal government say the potential of those 

across-the-board sequestration cuts is causing uncertainty that makes business planning nearly impossible.  

"It's very uncertain. People are not sure whether they are going to have new opportunities to go through because 

of all the delays  

and the uncertainty of what's going to get funded and, most importantly, the people who are employed now 

don't know whether they're going to have a job tomorrow because we don't know where the cuts are going to 

come from," said Managing Partner Cos DiMaggio of Alexandria's The Tauri Group. 

The Tauri Group provides analytical decision support and program management to primarily federal clients who 

are involved in very technically-oriented programs in national defense, homeland security and aerospace.  

Not knowing what the government is going to do makes business planning impossible, he says.  

"It means we have to plan for a much greater variety of scenarios,  

everything from normal planning, you plan on a certain level of success based on past history, to everything 

imploding, and what do you do then," DiMaggio said.  

He says the worst part of the uncertainty is "if there are going to be cuts that come through sequestration, as 

opposed to some measured process, they're indiscriminate. They are without regard to priorities. Everything 

gets cut, and everything gets cut in a significant way."  

Some contractors have begun to act in anticipation of the worst.  

"One of the things that we have already started seeing is that some companies, in fact one of our subcontractors, 

issued a preemptive layoff notice just yesterday. In other words they sent letters to about 15 of their employees 

saying you're out of a job in a couple of weeks unless things get better, even though there is funding right now 

for that work." 

 

 

 

How Sequestration Will Affect the US Navy 

6:00 AM Feb. 13, 2013 

4 minutes 

 

Anthony Wallis, the Legislative Director for the Association of the United States Navy, talked to us in studio on 

Wednesday morning about some big cuts coming to the Navy. 

 

 

Sequestration: Separating fact from fiction 

11:00 PM Feb. 25, 2013 

3:00 minutes 

 

The countdown to sequestration is on and you have been warned about what "may" happen at the end of the 

week.  

A lot has been said and a lot of claims have been made on both sides. So far, there seems to be no compromise.  

So WUSA9 reporter Ko Im went out to separate fact from fiction. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sequestration will hit small businesses hard 

7:00 PM Feb. 22, 2013 

3:00 Minutes 

 

Economists and politicians have been saying for years that small businesses are key to  American economic 

recovery.  

But sequestration could smack small businesses hard, costing them billions of dollars and hundreds of 

thousands of jobs.  

The looming budget cuts already have one local business leader re-thinking his hiring plans.  

"It's been a horrible four years for small businesspeople. I mean, the worst," says Andy Stern, owner of Andy 

Stern's Office Furniture, and chairman of the Greater Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chamber of Commerce.   

Before the Great Recession, Stern says he sold $8-million dollars of office furniture a year from four locations 

across the region. "I've been in business 36 years, and this is the worst four years I've ever seen." 

The recession cut his sales in half. "You didn't pay yourself for a year?" "No, a whole year, nothing." "Geez." 

"That's what you do when you're a small business." 

He had to lay off an employee and he says it was the hardest thing he's ever done. 

Now, just sales are starting to pick up, sequestration threatens. "The last several months, we've been thinking 

about that." "Hiring someone?" "Yes." "And with this?" "No! Absolutely not. The risk is too great, too 

uncertain. And again, uncertainty in business is a bad thing." 

Federal plans for billions in across the board spending cuts reversed what had been slowly growing confidence 

among millions of small businesses. "This, I think, just puts a big wall between that," says Stern.  

Maryland has 130,000 federal employees alone, a facilities like the massive FDA complex. Those workers are 

looking at furloughs that could cost them 20% of their pay. And federal contracters are facing similar cuts. 

"This is a meat ax," says Gigi Godwin, president and CEO of the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce. 

"And the devastation to our innovation economy cannot be overstated."  

Many businesspeople, including Stern, worry about the federal debt -- but Stern says sequestration is the wrong 

way to deal with it. "You can't sort of slash across the board. No business does that. No one says, ok, I'm going 

to cut everything 10%. You're not going to cut your best salesman by 10%." 

He says that's bad business -- and bad government. 

Economist Stephen Fuller at George Mason estimates sequestration might cost the country 1.4 million jobs -- 

and he says half of them will come from small business. 

 

 

 

Sequestration cut hit the University of Maryland 

5:00 PM Mar. 1, 2013 

3:00 minutes 

 

Students have received letters warning them of cuts to their financial aid, and the University could lose more 

than $100 million in research grants. Scott Broom reported the story live from UMD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Local Issue  Helping the needy 

 

 

Hero Central: A Wider Circle 

Jan. 7, 2013 

12 noon and 5:00 PM 

2;30 minutes 

 

The empty apartment was "very devastating," according to Yvette Sharps.  

She and her family were recovering from a period of homelessness in 2009.  Living in an apartment, Sharps 

said her husband worked to provide for the family's most basic needs. 

"It was empty. No furniture. My stuff was all over the place. Yeah, it was not organized." 

Furniture and Christmas presents became unaffordable. Sharps' daughter explained her desire for presents to her 

teacher during the holiday season one year. The teacher's help led Sharps to A Wider Circle. 

A Wider Circle brings the home spirit to the needy. The non-profit organization provides donated furniture to 

clients in the Washington-Metropolitan area. 

Mark Bergel founded A Wider Circle in 2001, after he realized many people did not have furniture when they 

were struggling to eat. 

"You sat on the floor, you ate your meal on the bath tub or the toilet seat, because if you don't have any 

furniture, there is no other place off the ground to get a meal, if you even have a meal.  Imagine what it would 

be like to sleep on the floor every night," said Bergel. 

At the organization's warehouse, Sharps selected items like mattresses, a crib for her infant son and a bed for 

her six-year-old daughter. 

"It's more comfortable, more homey," said Sharps. 

The 25-thousand-square-foot warehouse fills up with donated items daily. Furniture stays for 24 to 48 hours 

before going to a client's home. Over 10,000 volunteers contribute to the organization. 

Bergel said his work allows him "to be fully human" every day.  The demand remains high. 

"I'd say in the 11 years, demand has gone up steadily. The last three or four years, the recession, demand has 

gone up higher, but people who are in poverty were in poverty before the recession," Bergel said. 

A Wider Circle also offered Sharps classes on financial literacy and job search skills. Her participation in the 

classes led to a job at the University of Maryland's dining services. She says she is also going to school in the 

evenings to prepare for a nursing career.  

Through the years A Wider Circle has recycled over eight million pounds of furniture. The program has helped 

more than 85,000 people in our area. 

 

 

Hero Central: CASA helps foster children thrive 

Jan. 15, 2013 

12 noon and 5:00 PM 

2:30 

 

"It meant a lot to me," said Shumeka Moore as she tears up.   

Moore, 22,  gets emotional talking about her relationship with her Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA). 

Moore was in foster care for four and a half years. During that time she received guidance from Kristal 

Wortham, her CASA volunteer. 

"It has been such a transformation. The person that she is now. I wish I could show you a video clip of what she 

was when we first met. She was so quiet," said Wortham about Moore's growing confidence.  

The District has over 1,400 open cases of child neglect and abuse on any given day. Children facing abuse 

move through the DC Family Court system. To maximize the welfare of these children, CASA's represent the 

children in court. 

http://www.awidercircle.org/index.html
http://www.awidercircle.org/index.html
http://www.awidercircle.org/index.html
http://www.awidercircle.org/index.html
http://www.awidercircle.org/index.html
http://www.casadc.org/


 

 

 

"There's actually a person there that can care for you, if you may not have that loving or nurturing or caring 

relationship with your foster parents or someone else in your independent living home or group home or where 

ever you are," Moore explained. 

Through CASA DC, Kristal Wortham got trained and certified to represent Moore in the District's family court 

system. Wortham says being a CASA volunteer was a "perfect blend" of doing meaningful work related to law. 

"The CASA volunteer only has one child so that allows the volunteer to get a unique insight into the young 

person, so that way they can be supported and connected to the types of services that they need," said Richard 

Harris, Executive Director of CASA DC. 

Wortham gradually developed a strong bond with Moore, who was navigating her life as a young mother 

earning her college degree on a scholarship. 

"And Ms. Kristal was there with me every step of the way. I was stressed out, I could call her, talk to her. [It] 

didn't matter if it was 2 o'clock in the morning." 

Moore says she always wanted to work in the criminal justice system. But she wasn't always sure she would be 

able to attend college. 

"Having CASA and having Ms. Kristal with me kind of helped push me further."  

Starting the CASA relationship was tough for Moore.  But Wortham would not give up trying to reach out. The 

CASA volunteer was a professional working parent who had also been a young mother. 

"She definitely sounded reluctant and I was able to just encourage her to just have the first meeting. 'Let's have 

that meeting and see if you're still interested,'" said Wortham. 

After the ice was broken, the two ladies established a connection that continues to thrive. 

"I didn't really think that I was able to develop a life-long connection with her. But I didn't want her to leave 

once I left foster care so I chose to still keep a connection with her," said Moore. 

To celebrate Moore's college graduation in Winter, 2012, Wortham booked a horseback riding and wine tasting 

day in Virginia. 

"It was absolutely wonderful. Just very, very nice," said Wortham.  

Moore has a job at a non-profit organization. Meanwhile she is actively looking be hired in the criminal justice 

field. She also plans to be a CASA volunteer. 

 

 

Hero Central: Top Banana delivers groceries to the home 

Jan. 29, 2013 

12 noon and 5 PM 

2:30 

 

"Somebody made a report one time,  I'll be sitting in a wheelchair for the rest of my life. That was four years 

ago. No way, Jose!" 

Katherine Yowell lifts hand weights to keep herself fit,  although she can't get to the grocery store as easily. The 

nearly 80-year-old lady is recovering from surgery.  

So Top Banana delivers groceries from their storehouse to her. The non-profit organization steps in to make 

sure people with mobility issues will not have to miss out on basic necessities. 

"You call them and say 'I need milk and eggs and bread'...It's a very easy organization to be connected with." 

Yowell orders her items from the Top Banana Storehouse Shopping Guide, a regularly updated booklet filled 

with grocery items and their prices. 

Jean Guiffre founded Top Banana 31 years ago, after she realized her aging mother no longer had a favorite 

item in the kitchen - coffee.  

"I really, really can't tell you how much I love it. It is my mission in life," said Guiffre, Executive Director. She 

explains the name 'Top Banana' refers to the best act in the show during Vaudeville days. 

At Yowell's  house Roy Kiser brings the groceries and puts them away in the kitchen.  Kiser volunteers as a 

driving specialist, becauase he is a retired man looking to help people while getting a chance to interact with 

http://www.casadc.org/
http://www.topbananagroceries.org/


 

 

people. Guiffre says there is a thorough background check for driving specialists who make multiple deliveries 

in one day. 

Yowell pays Kiser for the groceries with a check. There is a service charge of $15. But, about one third of the 

clients pay a reduced service charge of $5, according to Guiffre. 

"This is about independence and dignity and helping people stay in their homes for as long as it's safe." 

Top Banana serves the District, Prince George's County, a large part of Montgomery County and northern 

Charles County. 

Top Banana gets its groceries from a wholesaler in Pennsylvania. 

To order food, the number for Top Banana is 301 372 FOOD 

 

 

 

Hero Central: Companions for heroes 

Feb. 11, 2013 

12 noon and 5 PM 

2:30 

 

Military personnel are committing suicide at an alarming rate. In fact, their death numbers are higher than 

service personnel who die in combat, according to the Associated Press. 

Four years ago, a non-profit organization was established to fight against suicide by people suffering from Post-

Traumatic  Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

"Unconditional love. It doesn't answer. I could tell him anything. I don't have to worry about it being repeated. 

It's love and it's kind," U.S. Army veteran Raymond Crook describes his best friend, Meyer, a puppy from the 

local animal shelter.   

When Crook left the military after serving in the Cold War, he developed PTSD. Eventually he wanted to 

commit suicide.   

 

In 2009 he learned about Companions for Heroes, a non-profit organization that led him to Meyer, an Akita-

Shepherd mix puppy. 

 

"I'd been in school and served in the military. But there was a dark side of me that no one could touch. I 

wouldn't't let anyone in," said Crook. 

But Meyer has made a breakthrough. Bonding with Meyer helps to heal Crook from his psychological traumas. 

"Here's an animal that's lonely and needs love. And here's a veteran that's lonely and needs love. And truly it's 

God-sent. And what happens is that you learn to love again," said Crook. 

Companions for Heroes (C4H) matches shelter animals with veterans, active military and first responders. 

There have been 149 matches nation-wide thus far.   

"It's the best work I have ever done in my entire life," said Lynne Gartenhaus, the executive director of C4H.  

"It's a completion of everything I've ever done because what you are doing is saving two lives at once." 

Interested clients start with C4H by applying online. The prospective pet owner works with adoption counselors 

to find the compatible pet within the local animal shelters. 

Companions for Heroes reimburses the pet adoption fees. The new owner also gets a year-long pet health 

insurance provided by C4H. In addition, the pet owner has access to a professional dog trainer who may address 

any behavior issues or train the pet for additional skills. 

 

"Our founder, David Sharpe, has such a wonderful idea from his own experience to pair veterans and sheltered 

pets for mutual healing. And the thing is that it works. Animals really are magic," said Gartenhaus. 

David Sharpe launched C4H after leaving the U.S. Air Force and suffered from PTSD. 

 

Sharpe's loved ones gave him a puppy, Cheyenne, who would come to his rescue.  

https://t2health.org/sites/default/files/dodser/DoDSER_2011_Annual_Report.pdf
https://t2health.org/programs/dodser
http://hosted2.ap.org/APDEFAULT/3d281c11a96b4ad082fe88aa0db04305/Article_2013-01-14-Military%20Suicides/id-8836267b23914abcbc8b24eb2db2d2bc
http://www.ptsd.va.gov/
http://www.ptsd.va.gov/
http://www.army.mil/
http://companionsforheroes.org/
http://companionsforheroes.org/apply/
http://www.af.mil/


 

 

"There was a time when I wanted to take my own life. And she walked in, the little puppy that she then was. 

She walked in and licked my face." 

Sharpe's near-death experience spurred him to create the non-profit organization. He shared his personal story to 

other veterans including Crook.   

"Still wasn't able to put all the pieces together, when I met David. I was like, if it worked for him, it'll work for 

me," Crook explained. 

Today, Meyer not only touches Crook's life, but he is an important part of the family. 

"My father hated dogs. But he loves Meyer. And even when I had to work, Meyer was still there. So Meyer's 

been there for my granddaughter['s birth]. Now the next girl is born.  I have two granddaughters now, since 

Meyer has been around. My grandson adores him." 

 

 

Hero Central: Kids in Need Distibutors 

Feb. 18, 2013 

12 noon and 5 PM 

2:30 

 

"One of the richest places in the U.S., Montgomery County, has 47,000 children on free-and-reduced meal 

plan," said Jeremy Lichtenstein, founder of Kids in Need Distributors, a non-profit organization helping to feed 

children on the weekends in Montgomery County. 

Kids in Need Distributors (KIND) started in 2012, when Lichtenstein learned children in his home county face 

regular bouts of hunger on the weekends, a time when they do not have subsidized meals from their schools. 

"One of the things we found in speaking to our families, that many of our students on the weekends go hungry. 

They tell us about it Monday morning when they come in the school," said Luis San Sebastian, Acting Principal 

of Broad Acres Elementary School in Silver Spring. 

"In terms of impact of food, the research is very clear; that if kids are well nourished, then they are going to be 

better able to learn and be focused in school," said San Sebastian. 

"We are fortunate at Broad Acres. All of our students receive a free breakfast every morning. Then students, 

about 95 percent of our students do receive a free and reduced meal in terms of their lunch. So it's very 

impacted." 

Lichtenstein says his non-profit organization currently feeds about 600 children in 13 Montgomery County 

public schools. Broad Acres Elementary School has 100 students receiving food from the all-volunteer 

organization. 

One hundred percent of the donations go toward food at Kids In Need Distributors, according to Lichtenstein. 

Volunteers shop and send food to schools every six weeks, so children get nourished every weekend. 

"We give them quite a bit of protein," said Lichtenstein. "We give them tuna fish, applesauce, raisins, things 

like that to help them get through the weekend." 

At Broad Acres Elementary School, a group of volunteers and IMPACT Silver Spring package and then 

distribute the food directly to the children's households. 

"This school really serves as kind of a nerve center or hub for what is happening in our community. And so we 

pick the food up here. We bring together a group of volunteer neighbors who then help us distribute the food to 

families in need," said Ronald Galvin, Executive Director of IMPACT Silver Spring. 

San Sebastian describes Kids in Need Distributors as "a miracle to Broad Acres." 

"It's been an incredible message to send to the community, in that, not only are they receiving food that they so 

desperately need, but the message that Jeremy is sent with KIND is that, they're important, that they have not 

been forgotten. And that's the message that I think is important," said San Sebastian. 

 

 

 

 

http://kindinmd.org/
http://montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/broadacreses/
http://kindinmd.org/donatekind.html
http://kindinmd.org/gettinginvolved.html
http://www.impactsilverspring.org/


 

 

 

Hero Central: Thrive DC 

Feb. 25, 2013 

12 noon and 5 PM 

2:30 

 

"No matter who the president is, no matter who the mayor is, city council -- in order to get things done, you 

have to get that initiative and motivation to get some things done for yourself." 

Chearie Phelps-El chops onions to prepare for a Teriyaki catfish meal at Thrive DC. She is about to start the 

final phase of her job training program, an externship with Dos Gringos cafe. 

Phelps-El has faced tough personal challenges such as homelessness. But Thrive DC has given her the mental 

strength to move forward and learn new culinary skills. 

"We really cater to those who have been out of the work force for quite some time. Who are really in need of a 

little bit more intense case management and job training and life skills building," said Alicia Horton, Executive 

Director of Thrive DC. 

Phelps-El participants in the Real Opportunity Training and Employment Support program within Thrive 

DC. The program is divided into three phases:  developing a positive mental attitude, learning culinary skills 

and working at a restaurant as part of an externship. 

"The first week was about anger management, the right attitude to have at work, we do money management. We 

do so much. And I really appreciate that portion," said Phelps-El. 

Through the job training, Phelps-El says her ambitions have grown. She has already taken a test to earn a 

ServSafe Professional Food Safety Manager's License.  

 

UPDATE: As of March 7, 2013, Phelps-El has successfully passed the test and has earned the ServSafe 

Professional Food Safety Manager's License. 
"I learned to accept that I can't change things that I have no control of. I'm not going to sit here and worry. I'm 

just gonna have to thrive harder and do the best that I can, you know and with the help from Thrive DC, it's 

working." 

Horton says Phelps-El is a shining example of success because she has a strong positive outlook along with the 

cooking chops.  

"With this opportunity I'm gonna use it so that I can get a good job so that I can get affordable housing cause 

right now that's just an issue for me," said Phelps-El. 

Thrive DC not only offers its clients job training, but the non-profit organization provides basic needs like food, 

friendship and a place to take a shower. 

In tough economic times, Thrive DC says they are seeing a 10 percent increase in the number of people walking 

through its doors within the last three months. 

 

 

 

Hero Central: Mary House for families in crisis 

Mar. 4, 2013 

12 noon and 5 PM 

2:30 

 

"When I go to work, I feel safe.  When I go to school, I feel safe. When I go to all the place,  I know, in my 

house my family is safe. This is the reason...we stay here." 

Gustavo Guerrero, Elisa Guerrero, and three sons escaped a violent neighborhood and have been living at Mary 

House since 2012. The non-profit organization offers families a safe place to live when they face a life-

changing crisis. 

http://www.thrivedc.org/
http://www.dosgringoscafe.com/
http://www.thrivedc.org/what-we-do/programs-2/#Real Opportunity
http://www.thrivedc.org/donate/
http://www.maryhouse.org/
http://www.maryhouse.org/


 

 

"When the family was referred to Mary House, the youngest son was refusing to go to school because he 

wanted to make sure he was keeping his dad safe. The mother quit her job. They were already struggling 

financially," said Sharon Murphy, deputy director at Mary House. 

"Last year was bad for our family,  but in this organization we think that we have a new future," said Elisa. 

Murphy opened the doors of her home 30 years ago to one family at a time.  Since then Mary House has grown 

to offer transitional housing to nearly 50 families in the District and Takoma Park.  

"We have had one year here and it's become so much clearer," said Elvis Guerrero, 17, a high school senior who 

plans to major in graphic design in college. 

"We see so much more and my wonderful parents are here helping us get places. And we are moving forward," 

he said smiling. 

The family has gained a peace of mind after leaving the violence behind them. Now the focus is on achieving 

life goals. 

"The son is trying to get into college, You saw the 18-year-old believes the world is just waiting for him to 

capture, so in such a short amount of time offering such simple basic pieces that the family can reclaim their 

sense of direction, because I think the violence took so much from them," said Murphy.  

Not only does Mary House provide housing, but the non-profit organization offers food, an after-school 

program and career counseling.  

"I feel like we have a new opportunity and fresh start,"  said Elvis who is considering a few out-of-state 

colleges. 

Mary House families pay between a third and a half of the rent costs on the open market. 

"Circumstances and family income impact agreements with each family. Families are able to establish credit 

reference during their time at Mary House for housing after moving out of Mary House," Murphy stated. 

The Guerrero's are saving up for their next home. 

 

 

Hero Central: House of Ruth helps abuse victims 

Mar. 11, 2013 

12 noon and 5 PM 

2:30 

 

"A lot of times we have a hard time being able to understand what our children are saying to us or trying to 

figure out what it is they want. And I don't have that problem." 

Dorothy Tramun loves how her two-year-old son, Rassan, is growing while attending Kidspace, a child 

development center within the House of Ruth, a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization fighting abuse and 

homelessness. 

"If he's crying, he can tell me why. If he's upset, he can tell me why," Tramun explains of Rassan's clear 

verbal communication skills.   

Kidspace is a nationally-accredited center currently serving 55 children who have escaped domestic violence 

and experienced homelessness. Children attending are six weeks to 5 years old. 

 

"Being born into a homeless family is really hard on a child. It's chaotic, unstable and those environments really 

impede development across all the developmental domains," said Carolyn Stevens, director of development at 

the House of Ruth. 

Teachers use therapeutic and nurturing techniques on the children. 

"We don't use the simple time-out; we're working directly working with the child to engage with that child and 

ensure them that everything is going to be okay," said Stevens. 

Kidspace encourages children to reach normal stages of development before entering school: socially, 

emotionally and intellectually. 

 "Our goal here is to get the children on a developmental level, if they go beyond that, that's great. But because 

they are from homeless families, most are behind their peers," said Stevens. 

http://www.maryhouse.org/Services.aspx
http://www.maryhouse.org/Services.aspx
http://www.maryhouse.org/
http://www.houseofruth.org/index.php/2012-10-05-07-24-39/kidspace
http://www.houseofruth.org/


 

 

Two of Tramun's oldest children have done exceptionally well after attending Kidspace. The two children have 

skipped a grade in school. 

Years ago Tramun left an abusive home with her children. The House of Ruth was able to get her temporary 

housing and enrolled her children in Kidspace. 

"Without Kidspace, I may be unemployed. I think I could because I think, there is no one else, in all these years 

that I have run across that I trust," said Tramun. 

She currently lives independently with all four children. 

"Kidspace definitely is a place where your child will get the best care that there is and not only for the children 

but for us parents. They help us become more patient with learning and understanding our children," said 

Tramun. 

 

Kidspace is one of 14 programs offered by the non-profit organzation dedicated to the recovery process of 

people suffering from chronic abuse. The House of Ruth receives donations from the government and private 

donors.  

 

 

 

 

 

Local Issue  Health Care 

 

 

Buddy Check 9: Road to recovery 

Jan. 9, 2013 

6 AM and 5 PM 

4:30 

 

Every day thousands of cancer patients need a ride to treatment, but some may not have a way to get there. 

Filling that need is the American Cancer Society's Road to Recovery Program.  

In the January edition of Buddy Check 9, WUSA 9's Andrea Roane shows how you can help the American 

Cancer Society in its mission as a volunteer driver. 

One person the program helped was Frances Harrell. Frances Harrell is a wife, mother, skilled seamstress, and a 

breast cancer survivor. But she prefers to call herself "God's work in progress." 

"When I found out I had breast cancer and got over the shock, I thought 'okay, God. If this is one way that's 

gonna get me closer to you - here I am,'" remembered Frances. 

That was in 2010. The diagnosis, early stage HER 2 NU breast cancer, means the cancer tends to grow faster 

and is more likely to spread.  

 

Frances had a lumpectomy. Then, to help prevent a recurrence, doctors prescribed an aggressive multi-treatment 

regimen of chemotherapy and radiation. Some treatments took at least four hours a visit. This process went on 

for a period of 6 and a half months. 

In order to keep those life saving appointments, Frances got a FREE ride from her home in Prince George's 

County to Walter Reed in Bethesda, thanks to the American Cancer Society's Road To Recovery program.  

"The first person who came to greet me was Delores. It's been a happy thing with her ever since," said Frances. 

 

Delores Browder worked 42 years in the federal government. Once she retired, she volunteered to drive for 

Road To Recovery after the ACS made an appeal at her church. 

 

In 2 years, Delores had logged more than 6,000 miles. Using her own car, plus footing the gas bill, she's 

traveled all over the National Capital region and Baltimore -- taking 34 local patients to their cancer treatments. 

http://www.houseofruth.org/index.php/2012-10-05-07-24-39/kidspace
http://www.cancer.org/treatment/supportprogramsservices/road-to-recovery


 

 

But lately, because of overwhelming patient demand, she's had to turn down rides to care on a regular basis.  

 

"The need is really critical. We have a few drivers, we always need more..." shared Gloria Pender with Road to 

Recover. 

Pender says access to care is the number one priority of the ACS, but lack of transportation is a serious barrier 

to follow up care. 

"All the medical technology, modern medicine we have is useless if that patient can't get there," said Pender. 

To be a Road To Recovery volunteer driver you must have a vehicle, a valid driver's license, liability insurance, 

pass a background check, and go though a brief training process. If you're interested, go to the American Cancer 

Society's Road to Recovery home page: 

 

 

Buddy Check 9: Cycle for survival 

Feb. 8, 2013 

6AM and 5 PM 

3:00 

 

Saturday is the 9th of the month. But you don't have to wait until then to call your Buddies.  A monthly BSE, 

annual mammogram, and a visit to a doctor or nurse practitioner can make a difference when it comes to your 

breast health. 

Two months into the New Year, how are you doing with your resolutions? Next week, on Valentine's Day, 

instead of chocolate, show your love by giving a beautiful basket of fruits and veggies. 

A new study finds micro-nutrients in these foods can reduce your breast cancer risk. They help keep tumors 

from growing. Something else you can do today to fight cancer is support a special bike ride this weekend in 

Bethesda.  

"From that mirror all the way over there a sea of bikes---a vision to behold," said Adin Alai, DC Metro Area 

Manager of EEEquinox in Bethesda. He's excited about hosting Sunday's Cycle For Survival. Nearly 200 bikes 

will span the entire length of the gym's second floor. Riders will be cycling all day long in two shifts. 

Mary Dolbashian, a survivor, told us, "Every bike is full with people who put themselves out there willing to 

stand for the possibility for a cure for cancer." 

Dolbashian will be on one of those stationary bikes Sunday. She and her 16-member team will be getting a 

strenuous workout and celebrating months of successful fund raising to help finance therapies into rare cancers. 

"My individual goal is $10,000, which I'm $35 short of at the moment. And my team goal was 3$30,000 And 

I'm at $27,036 right now," shared Dolbashian. 

This is Dolbashian's second year Cycling For Survival. One hundred percent of all the funds raised will benefit 

the most promising research and clinical trials into rare cancers at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in 

NY. 

It's not just a worthwhile cause for Mary; it's highly personal. After being misdiagnosed in 2009, she endured 9 

surgeries to fight Stage 3 Metastatic Breast Cancer. She still faces severe side effects from the toxic cancer 

treatments she received aimed at preventing a recurrence. 

Dolbashian says she had 34 radiation treatments, developed chronic lung disease and has heart damage.  "If 

you're not strong-- it's not good," said Dolbashian. 

Today that stronger, determined Dolbashian is not content to just sit on the sidelines. She is fully engaged in the 

fight against breast cancer, and all rare cancers and she's asking for your support her. 

Dolbashian told us, "We're all in this together. No one beats cancer unless we all beat cancer." 

Registration to be a DC Cycle For Survival team member this year is closed. But you can still support Team 

Mary. Make your donation to Team Mary until April at cycleforsurvival.org 

100% of your donation will benefit research into rare cancers at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in 

NY. 

 



 

 

 

Buddy Check 9: Delaying treatment is risky 

Feb 22, 2013 

6 AM and 5 PM 

2:00 

 

Timing is everything. When it comes to treating late stage breast cancer, a new study shows timing is crucial. 

Researchers have found that delaying treatment even for a few months, could put thousands of women at risks. 

What started as a way of taking her mind off of breast cancer treatment, turned into a passion for Jean Lipovich. 

She makes cards of encouragement for others. It reminds her how fortunate she is for the decisions she made 

about her own health care. 

"You've got to take care of it. You can't sit back and think and worry about 'oh what if this, what if that.' You've 

got to step forward and do it," said Jean. 

Jean was treated for breast cancer just two weeks after being diagnosed, and a new study shows how crucial 

prompt treatment can be. 

According to Electra Pasket, Ph.D. Of Ohio State's Comprehensive Cancer Center, "If women waited 60 days or 

longer to start their breast cancer treatment, they had a worse outcome, meaning a higher rate or a higher chance 

of dying." 

In fact, in the later stages of breast cancer, waiting for two months or longer for treatment, increased a woman's 

risk of dying a staggering 85%. Those treated earlier had no increased risk. Electra Paskett of Ohio State's 

Comprehensive Cancer helped conduct a study that followed nearly 2,000 women over 3 years. Paskett says 

whether it was where a woman lived or how much she earned, whatever kept those patients from getting timely 

treatment, took a substantial toll and should be a factor in future cases. 

"The effect was the strongest in the women with the most advanced cancer so that is another lesson, that if you 

have an advanced cancer, you need to start your treatment soon," said Dr. Paskett. 

It's a message Jean believes in and shares with others every chance she gets.  

"I've seen four of my grandchildren born and I know it's because I did quick treatment," shared Jean. 

Doctors say even if they are diagnosed in later stages, most women have time to consider their options and even 

get a second opinion. But waiting two months or longer proved risky. The study is published in the Journal of 

Clinical Oncology. 

 

 

 

 

Buddy Check 9; Cold cap Project 

Mar. 8, 2013 

6 AM and 5 PM 

2:00  

 

For breast cancer patients who receive chemotherapy, the thought of losing their hair is really devastating. But 

maybe going bald is no longer inevitable.  

At Medstar Harbor Hospital in Baltimore, Md., patients are being offered a safe and effective system called cold 

cap therapy. 

It uses super cold technology to prevent chemo from reaching hair follicles. 

Cold Cap is only effective if started with that very first chemo session. Even with the device, there's still a 20% 

hair loss.  

For more information contact MedStar Harbor Hospital at 410-350-3386, Penguin Cold Caps or the Rapunzel 

Project. 

 

 

http://www.wusa9.com/buddycheck/article/247549/45/www.medstarharbor.org/
http://www.msc-worldwide.com/indexusa.html
http://nm3.wusa9.com/www.rapunzelproject.org/
http://nm3.wusa9.com/www.rapunzelproject.org/


 

 

 

Colon Cancer can be detected early 

Mar. 28, 2013 

5 PM 

 

 

There are only a few days left in March, which happens to be Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. 

Colonoscopy is one of the few medical tests that can catch cancer before it starts.  

WUSA 9's Anita Brikman is very passionate about this issue, because she lost her own father to colon cancer 

when he was just 58 years old.  Anita says once her dad was diagnosed, his siblings were tested, and two of the 

the three had polyps removed that could have developed into cancer.  Colonoscopies may have very well saved 

their lives, and the same is true of a young Virginia woman Anita recently interviewed named Caitlin O'Dwyer. 

 

Last summer, she was experiencing symptoms of a stomach ulcer, and Caitlin's gastroenterologist performed 

not just an endoscopy to check her stomach lining, but a colonoscopy as well.   She had not only a stomach 

ulcer but a polyp, found by doctors in the lowest section of her colon. 

 

Dr. Lawrence Stern, M.D., a colorectal surgeon with theInova Health System says, "It was an extremely benign, 

average looking polyp.  For all the world, you would have thought this was a completely benign polyp. 

Typically, its removed and that's the end of the story." 

 

It was actually cancerous.  And in fact, although it was an early malignancy, the cancer cells came right up to 

the edge of the tissue removed. Caitlin needed surgery, but had to decide how aggressive  she wanted the 

procedure to be. 

 

Caitlin says, "In the end, I took the most aggressive option because I'm 28 years old and the less aggressive 

option left too much chance in my opinion for the cancer to come back." 

 

Dr. Stern performed a colon resection procedure, and Caitlin  needed to take a month off from work for the 

recovery.  Now, she is is healthy and cancer-free.  Caitlin knows she has to undergo colonoscopies more often, 

something that doesn't bother her in the least. 

 

She reasons, "People say it's annoying to have a colonoscopy, but it saved my life. So I have no problem having 

one every year; its not that big of a deal!" 

 

If you don't have a family history of this disease, the first screening is recommended at age 50. Symptoms that 

would signal an earlier evaluatino is needed include changes in bowel habits, constipation that doesn't go away, 

or rectal bleeding. 

 

 

 

No Link between vaccines and autism 

Mar. 29, 2013 

5 PM 

2:00 

 

At least 10% of parents of young children skip or delay routine vaccinations, often out of concern that kids are 

getting "too many shots, too soon." 

 

A new study finds that children who receive the full schedule of vaccinations have no increased risk of autism.  

http://www.cdc.gov/features/colorectalawareness/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Anita-Brikman/122748601356?ref=hl
http://www.fairfaxcolorectal.com/
http://www.inova.org/
http://www.wusa9.com/health/article/251697/28/Colon-Cancer-It-Can-Be-Caught-Early-And-Stopped


 

 

 

"This is a very important and reassuring study," says Geraldine Dawson, chief science officer at Autism Speaks, 

who wasn't involved in the new paper. "This study shows definitively that there is no connection between the 

number of vaccines that children receive in childhood, or the number of vaccines that children receive in one 

day, and autism." 

The study, published today in the Journal of Pediatrics, is the latest of more than 20 studies showing no 

connection between autism and vaccines, given either individually or as part of the standard schedule. The 

paper is the first to consider not just the number of vaccines, but a child's total exposure to the substances inside 

vaccines that trigger an immune response. 

Study authors say they sought to address the fear that multiple vaccines are "overwhelming" children's immune 

system, possibly contributing to long-term problems. Twenty years ago, children were vaccinated against nine 

diseases. Today, they're vaccinated against 14, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

which funded the study. 

 

 

Local Issue  Transportation/Traffic 

 

 

Dulles toll road rate increase 

Jan. 2, 2013 

6 AM 

1:00  

 

The new year means new higher rates on the Dulles Toll Road. 

Tolls went up by a quarter on January 1st.   That brings the rate to a $1.75 for a standard two axle vehicle. Next 

year, the charge at the main toll plaza will jump another 75 cents. 

Tolls are also up by a quarter at the on and off ramps -- bringing them to a dollar apiece.  A one-way trip on the 

toll road is now $2.75, or a total of $1,430 a year. 

This will help pay for the $6 billion new Silver Metrorail line in the Dulles Corridor.  

 

 

Metro testing Silver Line 

Feb. 5, 2013 

6 AM 

1:00 

 

Metro's Silver Line is scheduled to open at the end of 2013, and crews have started testing a portion of the third 

rail.  

The plan is to test through March using a "clearance car."   

After last week's Green Line third rail debacle in Southeast during the evening rush hour, Metro does not want a 

repeat of that situation. 

 

 

Traffic Congestion Solutions 

Feb. 6, 2013 

6 AM 

2:00 

 

 You hear me say it every day: "give yourself extra time"... and we all heard about the first prize our area won 

on Tuesday. 



 

 

The Texas Transportation Institute says D.C. has the worst congestion in the nation. It tops Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, New York and Boston.   

We spend an average of 67 hours and 32 gallons of gas stuck in traffic every year. It's costing us $818 annually, 

and the prediction is that could go up to $1,000 a year by 2020. 

So what are the solutions? 

1. Transit Use  

2. Telecommuting  

3. Tow Trucks poised on major routes  

4. Signal Light Timing  

5. Adjustable Toll Lanes (like the 95 Express Lanes)   

6. Biking  

Our problems include high volume, lack of lanes available, constuction, weather, bad crashes, and special 

events such as the Ravens Parade Tuesday morning that was delayed due to gridlock. 

 

New mass transit app 

Feb. 7, 2013 

6 AM 

1:00 

 

Attention bus commuters, there's a brand new app in town! It's called BusTrackDC.  

 

The App uses iPhone's mapping system to find the nearest stops. 

 

Tapping on one of the pins prompts a menu of the available bus routes, along with the estimated arrival times of 

the next five buses. 

 

 

New Beltway Express lanes 

Feb. 20, 2013 

6 AM 

1:00 

 

As traffic continues to pick up Wednesday morning, many of you will be taking the 495 Express Lanes.  

The opening of the 495 Express Lanes in Virginia was chaotic. The very first Monday were four crashes at the 

Springfield entrance. There were several near-misses that day.  

The Express Lanes team wanted to know drivers first impressions of the road. It surveyed 1700 people about 

their experiences and why they use the Express Lanes. 

 71 percent said they use it to be on time  

 45 percent said they want to avoid all of that congestion the Beltway is known for.  

 22 percent said they just want a reliable trip.  

Some drivers still refuse to use the 14 mile stretch of road. They say they would rather sit in traffic. 

An Express Lanes team's survey found 41% of drivers they won't use the lanes because they are confusing to 

get on while 46% say getting off seems like the problem, and haven't tried the lanes. 

 

We're doing our own informal survey and want to know your experience. Let Monika Samtani know about your 

experiences with the Express Lanes at http://facebook.com/monikasamtanitv. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

New ICC speed limit 

Mar. 29, 2013 

12 noon 

1:00 

 

Friday morning, crews were out changing speed limit signs on the westbound Intercounty Connector (ICC) in 

Maryland. 

Maryland Transportation Authority officials say crews are changing speed limit signs on the Intercounty 

Connector on Friday and Saturday to show the increase from 55 mph to 60 mph. 

Officials say signs on the eastbound ICC will be changed on Saturday. Crews will also add signs warning 

drivers about curves. 

Traffic engineers used data from the first year of the ICC to determine that the speed limit could be raised to 60 

mph, say officials. You can see the study and crash analysis at mdta.maryland.gov. 

 

Metro expansion plans 

Mar. 7, 2013  

5 PM 

3:00 

 

There's an effort underway to extend Metrorail's Orange, Blue and Yellow lines. They would bring Metrorail to 

Centreville, Woodbridge, and through Fort Belvoir into Prince William County.  

Congressmen Jim Moran and Gerry Connolly have introduced a bill to study  the three Metrorail extensions.  

Commuters like Phillip Mitchell like the idea. He works in Lorton as a federal contractor . He spends a total of 

3 hours a day commuting back and forth to his home in Upper Marlboro. "It's a lot of wasted time and a lot of 

gas money. Metrorail would help a lot," said Mitchell.  

The blue line would be extended from Springfield, along the CSX rail right-of-way and the orange line down 

the center median of I-66 to Centreville, both routes along those existing corridors will help alleviate the need to 

buy up land for the projects, said Sen. George Barker.  

"Prince William commuters have the longest commutes of anywhere  in the Metropolitan area, and virtually 

the longest of anywhere in the entire country. And part of that is because we don't have a jobs base down here. 

Getting Metrorail down here helps with economic development as well as providing benefits to commuters. It's 

helps the community as a whole," said Barker. 

Barker says the reason Prince William commuters are saddled with the longest commutes in the nation is 

because there aren't enough jobs in the county.   He says half of all workers in Prince William commute out of 

the county to their jobs.  

Woodbridge is already served by Virginia Railway Express, but because those CSX rails are shared with 

Amtrak and freight trains, the commuter service is limited and at it's maximum capacity.  

And, given VRE's limitations, Barker says it does not help generate economic growth like Metrorail would.  

Critics argue extending metro rail is too expensive and they say there won't be enough riders.  

"The ridership will be there. I have no doubt about that," said Barker. The feasibility study will determine the 

number of potential riders and its economic benefits.  

Connolly says it took 47 years to get the Silver Line to Dulles under construction . He said he doesn't think it 

should take that long to bring Metrorail to the  I-66 or I-95 corridor.  

Rep. Moran said in a statement, "Every $1 invested in public transit, yields  $4 in economic benefits.  As the 

population in this region continues to grow, so must our transportation infrastructure." 
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DC has worst traffic 

Mar. 5, 2013 

6 AM 

1:00 

 

New data from the Census Bureau shows the Washington, D.C., region has the nation's second-worst commute. 

The Census report Tuesday comes a month after a respected report from the Texas Transportation Institute 

ranked the D.C. area with the nation's worst traffic. 

Tuesday's Census report lists the average one-way commute in 2011 for the D.C. region at 34.5 minutes. The 

greater New York region had the nation's longest commute at 34.9 minutes. 

The national average is 25.5 minutes. 

In addition, the report states that 27 percent of the workers in the District of Columbia itself have one-way 

commutes of an hour or more. 

The report found a strong correlation between long commute times and a region's reliance on public 

transportation. 

 

Virginia plans Hybrid tax 

Mar. 1, 2013 

6 AM 

1:00 

 

Northern Virginia has one of the highest number of hybrid owners in the country. But now they're being 

charged with a $100 tax in the new transportation plan, and they're feeling singled out for doing the right thing.  

Electric vehicle drivers have already been paying $50 annual fees since the year 2000. Now they want to have 

all hybrid vehicles  pay $100 a year. 

 

 

 

 

 

New Virginia traffic management system 

Feb. 26, 2013 

12 noon 

1:30 

 

Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell says the Virginia Department of Transportation will create an active traffic 

management system for Interstate 66 from Washington, D.C. to Gainesville, Va.  

According to a press release from the governor's office, VDOT will begin building the $34 million system this 

spring. Officials hope to have it completed by early 2015. 

The system will include "dynamic message and lane control signs" to notify drivers of incidents and delays, 

travel times and give directions on merging traffic on 34 miles of I-66, according to the governor's office. 

Officials also expect improved road monitoring and information to help emergency crews to clear crashes and 

other incidents more quickly. 

According to Secretary of Transportation Sean T. Connaughton in the press release on Tuesday, "The ATM 

system will continuously monitor traffic and road conditions using technology such as vehicle-detection sensors 

and closed-circuit television cameras." 

Tools to help with traffic flow and safety include "advanced lane-control signals, queue warning, dynamic use 

of shoulder lanes, adaptive ramp metering and speed harmonization strategies," according to the press release. 

According to officials, construction will begin with six emergency pull-off areas inside and outside the Capital 

Beltway. Then VDOT will add other features such as dynamic message signs, ramp meters, sensors and new 

http://www.wusa9.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=246151


 

 

traffic cameras. Crews will place gantries every half-mile with lane-control signals and queue warning systems 

from I-495 to Route 29 in Centreville, say officials. 

VDOT is using technology and lessons from ATM projects in Europe and Seattle, according to the press 

release. The design-build contract was awarded to TransCore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CBS Network Public Affairs program List: 

 
FACE THE NATION 
 

01/06/13 Guests: Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), House Minority Leader (1); Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), 

Senate Minority Leader (2); Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ) (3); Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT) (3); Representative Mike 

Kelly (R-PA) (3); Representative Matt Salmon (R-AZ) (3); Representative Rick Nolan (D-MN) (3); David Sanger, 

The New York Times (4); Rana Foroohar, TIME magazine (4) 

1) Topics include: Representative Pelosi‟s disagreement with Senate Republican leader McConnell‟s opinion that 

the tax revenue debate is over and that Congress must now focus on spending / tax reform / specifics on entitlement 

reform as a way to cut spending / reaction to Representative Boehner‟s assessment that every dollar that goes to 

raising the debt ceiling must be matched with a dollar of spending cuts / upcoming fiscal deadlines / reasons behind 

the partisanship in Washington, which keeps both parties from working together, resulting in these looming 

deadlines 

2) Topics include: reaction to comments from Representative Pelosi regarding tax revenues / support for tax reform; 

criticism of President Obama for his lack of leadership; disagreement with Democrats regarding their suggestions 

for entitlement reform; decision to not comment on gun control until Vice President Biden‟s committee on gun 

violence has released its report 

3) Topics include: reaction from Senators Flake and Murphy to comments from Representative Pelosi and Senator 

McConnell; Representative Kelly‟s thoughts on what has been accomplished since he first entered office two years 

ago / opinions from the returning Congressmen on the panel as to what Congress has been doing wrong since they 

left office; reaction to Texas Republican Senator John Cornyn‟s op-ed piece asking fellow Republicans to be willing 

to shut down the government in order to secure spending cuts; thoughts on gun control from members of the panel 

4) Topics include: impact the fiscal cliff negotiations have had on the rest of the world‟s perception of the United 

States / opinion that the upcoming vote on raising the debt ceiling will be left to the last minutes; tomorrow‟s 

possible nomination by President Obama of former Republican Senator Chuck Hagel as Secretary of Defense 

 

01/13/13 Guests: Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services Committee (1); Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV), 

Senate Armed Services Committee (2); General Stanley McChrystal, author, “My Share of the Task” (3); Mayor 

Antonio Villaraigosa (D-Los Angeles, CA) (4); Rajiv Chandrasekaran, The Washington Post (5); Amy Walter, Cook 

Political Report (5); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (5) 

1) Topics include: Friday‟s announcement from President Obama regarding American troop withdrawal from 

Afghanistan; President Obama‟s choices for his cabinet; gun control 



 

 

2) Topics include: Friday‟s announcement from President Obama regarding American troop withdrawal from 

Afghanistan / approval of drone strikes in Pakistan, al Qaeda‟s safe haven; President Obama‟s choices for his 

cabinet, specifically Chuck Hagel for Secretary of Defense; gun control 

3) Topics include: Friday‟s announcement from President Obama regarding American troop withdrawal from 

Afghanistan / thoughts on Pakistan, al Qaeda‟s safe haven; story behind General McChrystal‟s resignation; President 

Obama‟s nomination of former Republican Senator Chuck Hagel as Secretary of Defense; impact the war in 

Afghanistan is having on U.S. service personnel / support for the draft; near term and long term threats to national 

security 

4) Topics include: outline of Mayor Villaraigosa‟s upcoming speech on immigration reform; gun control / level of 

police presence in Los Angeles public schools; diversity of President Obama‟s choices for his cabinet 

5) Topics include: American troop withdrawal from Afghanistan; upcoming debt ceiling negotiations; President 

Obama‟s choices for his cabinet, specifically Chuck Hagel for Secretary of Defense 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

01/20/13 Guests: David Plouffe, White House senior adviser (1); Dr. Condoleezza Rice, CBS News Contributor, former 

Secretary of State, George W. Bush Administration (2) (3); Bob Woodward, The Washington Post (2); Dee Dee 

Myers, Vanity Fair (2); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (2); Joseph Califano, former aide, Lyndon Johnson 

administration (3); Taylor Branch, author, “The King Years: Historic Moments in the Civil Rights Movement” (3); 

Dr. James Peterson, Lehigh University (3); Mayor Julian Castro (D-San Antonio, TX) (4); Representative Joaquin 

Castro (D-TX) (4) 

1) Topics include: terrorist situation at a natural gas plant in Algeria; atmosphere of political divisiveness in the U.S. 

/ offer from House Republicans to extend the nation‟s debt ceiling for three months / gun control legislation 

2) Topics include: lack of collaboration between the White House and Congress / belief held by many Republicans 

in Congress that President Obama “doesn‟t like them”; gun control legislation; offer from House Republicans to 

extend the nation‟s debt ceiling for three months; foreign policy challenges facing President Obama 

3) Topics include: former President Lyndon Johnson‟s accomplishments / thoughts on the 1964 civil rights bill from 

Dr. Rice, Mr. Branch, and Dr. Peterson; advice for President Obama as he begins his second term; consensus that 

“education is the civil rights issue of the era”; problems within the Republican Party 

4) Topics include: economic competitiveness as the most important issue for Mayor Castro / Mayor Castro‟s 

keynote address at the Democratic National Convention; repairing America‟s fiscal situation as the most important 

issue for Representative Castro; belief that the changing demographics within the state of Texas will ultimately 

transform it from a Republican state to a Democratic one 

 

01/27/13 Guests: Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) (1); Commissioner Ray Kelly, Police Commissioner of the City of New 

York (2); Representative Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) (3); Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the House of 

Representatives (3); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (4); Stephanie Cutter, Democratic Strategist (4); Kevin 

Madden, Republican Strategist (4); David Sanger, The New York Times 

1) Topics include: Senator Feinstein‟s legislation to ban assault weapons / differences between this new legislation 

and the existing laws in New York State and California / strength of the National Rifle Association today versus 

twenty years ago when the original assault weapons ban was passed; real and ongoing threat from terrorism, as 

evidenced by the recent turmoil in Mali 

2) Topics include: support for Senator Feinstein‟s legislation as a move in the right direction / the handgun as the 

main gun problem in New York City / list of what Commissioner Kelly would like to see from Congress regarding 

gun control / NYC Police Department‟s plans to implement Terahertz technology / civil liberties versus Terahertz 

technology and tighter gun control 

3) Topics include: reaction to comments made related to gun control from Senator Feinstein and Commissioner 

Kelly / disapproval for Senator Feinstein‟s legislation to ban assault weapons / Representative Blackburn‟s call to 

stop looking at symptoms and instead start looking at the root causes of gun violence, such as mental health; 

reaction to recent criticism from Republicans against their own party; Mr. Gingrich‟s reaction to his own statement 

from 1995, in which he spoke out against women in combat; examples of mistakes made by the Republican Party 

during the presidential election 

4) Topics include: President Obama‟s inaugural address / thoughts on the tactical measures President Obama must 

incorporate in order to have a successful second term; need for the Republican Party to acknowledge the changing 

American electorate; real and ongoing threat from terrorism, as evidenced by the recent turmoil in Mali and the 

nuclear threat from North Korea; Ms. Cutter‟s predictions as to what President Obama will address in the upcoming 

State of the Union 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: the Space Challenger disaster which took place twenty-seven years ago -- 

January 28, 1986 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

01/06/13 “The Paper” - a report on the controversial decision by Advance Publications (owned by the Newhouse family) to 

reduce the heretofore daily publication of the print edition of the New Orleans Times-Picayune newspaper to three 

days a week, and to focus instead on the paper‟s digital version and twenty-four hour website.  Includes interviews 

with: Mitch Landrieu, mayor of New Orleans; David Carr, reporter, The New York Times; Jim Amoss, editor, The 

Times-Picayune; and comments by Anne Milling, New Orleans philanthropist; Lolis Elie, writer and former Times-

Picayune columnist; Gregory Aymond, Archbishop of New Orleans.  (C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran) 

“Design Thinking” - an interview / profile of product design innovator David Kelley, and his Silicon Valley 

company, IDEO.  His philosophy of mindfully incorporating human behavior into design has resulted in the creation 

of some of the word‟s most iconic products, like the stand-up toothpaste tube and the computer mouse for Apple. (C: 

Charlie Rose - P. Katherine Davis) 

“Barca” - a report on Barca, the professional soccer team of Barcelona, Spain, and the training system of La Masia, 

its youth academy, which has produced many gifted players.  Includes interviews with: John Carlin, Spanish football 

columnist; Barca players Cesc Fabergas, Gerard Pique, Lionel Messi; and Sandro Rosell, president of the club. (C: 

Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon)  See also “Messi”, OAD: 01/09/13 on 60 MINUTES SPORTS (on 

SHOWTIME) 

 

01/13/13 “March of the Machines” - a report on technological advances in automation, especially in robotics, that are both 

revolutionizing the workplace and eliminating more jobs than these advances create.  Includes interviews with: Erik 

Brynjolfsson and Andrew McAfee, professors, MIT; Bruce Welty, CEO, Quiet Logistics; Rodney Brooks, founder, 

iRobot; John Dulchinos, CEO, Adept Technology. (C: Steve Kroft - P: Harry A. Radliffe II, Maria Gavrilovic) 

“Justice Sotomayor” - the first broadcast interview with U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor.  The 

daughter of Puerto Rican immigrants, she is the first Hispanic on the Court.  She discusses her life and career, 

including the role that affirmative action played. Includes brief comments by her mother, Celina Sotomayor.  (C: 

Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster) 

“Free Diving” - a report on the increasingly popular extreme sport called free diving, in which divers, on one 

breath, and without swim fins, descend hundreds of feet down into the sea, and then return to the surface -- still on 

that same one breath. Includes interviews with: William Trubridge, free diver; Tanya Streeter, free diver.  (C: Bob 

Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon, Paul Bellinger) 

Update: “The Wasteland” (OAD: 11/09/08) 

 

01/20/13 PREEMPTION 

 

01/27/13 “President Obama & Secretary Clinton” - a joint interview with President Barack Obama and departing Secretary 

of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, conducted on Friday, January 25.  Topics include the evolution of their 

relationship, both professional and personal; foreign policy achievements of the past four years; the security failure 

in Benghazi, Libya; and the ongoing factors and considerations involved in the creation and implementation of U.S. 

involvement on the world stage.  (C: Steve Kroft - Producers: Part I: L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky, Maria 

Gavrilovic; Part II: Michael Radutzky, L. Franklin Devine, Maria Gavrilovic) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

“The Fall of Lance Armstrong” - an interview with U.S. Anti-Doping Agency CEO Travis Tygart, who claims 

that cyclist Lance Armstrong, in a recent interview with Oprah Winfrey, withheld the full truth about his doping and 

lied on key issues. Also includes an interview with Tyler Hamilton, a former teammate of Armstrong. (C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Michael Radutzky, Michael Rey, Oriana Zill de Granados)  See also: "Miracle Man", OAD: 05/23/00 on 

60 MINUTES II; “Armstrong”, OAD: 05/22/11; and “The Fall of Lance Armstrong”, OAD: 01/09/13 on 60 

MINUTES SPORTS (on SHOWTIME) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS 
 

01/05/13 48 HOURS: “Ransom” (9:00-10:00p) - A report on the mysterious 2008 disappearance of Robert Wiles, the son of 

millionaire business owner Tom Wiles, who received an e-mail ransom note demanding $750,000 for the safe return 

of the 26-year-old, who had been working at the family business, National Flight Services in Lakeland, Florida, an 

aircraft maintenance company with offices and clients worldwide.  On April 3, Tom Wiles opened an e-mail from 

his son Robert. It was a ransom demand signed, “Group X”, and asked for Tom to put $750,000 in Robert‟s office if 

he ever wanted to see his son alive again.  Robert was last seen by his co-worker Stobert (Toby) Holt on April 1, 

2008, and the kidnappers set a deadline of April 8th to receive the money. Tom involved the FBI with the ransom 

note, and when Tom arrived in Florida they set up a sting operation in Robert‟s office to try to find out who the 

kidnappers were. After monitoring a box placed in Robert‟s office filled with coffee that weighed the same as 

$750,000, days started to pass by with no one entering the room. Toby Holt, Operations Manager, was handpicked 

by Tom to assist the FBI in monitoring Robert‟s office. There were no leads in the case until agents tracked Robert‟s 

phone records to see which cell towers were used, and this lead them to subpoena the Florida Turnpike Authority to 

view video of toll booths on the Polk Parkway. When Tom viewed the tape, he recognized Toby Holt‟s car pass 

through a toll. In the picture Toby‟s right arm looks to be in a position of holding a phone, and when agents went 

through Holt‟s phone record, it showed his number was not in use while going through the tolls, piquing the FBI‟s 

interest. This is when the investigation, which had been focused on the Wiles‟ family and an alcoholic ex-employee, 

Steve Lindsey, turned solely towards Toby Holt. When agents brought Holt in for questioning they determined his 

whereabouts on the night of Robert‟s disappearance were unsubstantiated and he lied when he said he didn‟t have 

any guns in his car when they found a handgun under the hood. Moreover, Holt was cheating on his wife with at 

least a dozen women. The FBI called in reinforcements to help move along the case with local police and detectives, 

and this group discovered Holt and Robert‟s phones were traveling together to make for a good circumstantial case. 

On December 19, 2009 agents arrested Toby Holt for extortion, kidnaping, and first-degree murder. 48 HOURS 

MYSTERY spoke with Holt while he was in South County Jail through television cameras and monitors, and he 

maintained his innocence. The trial opened in January 2012 and the prosecution used phone records as evidence in 

addition to work e-mails, showcasing a contentious relationship between Robert and Holt as a motive.  Holt‟s lawyer 

said he was taking a sip of Diet Dr. Pepper when the photo was taken of him going through the toll booth, not using 

a phone; he pinned everything on ex-worker Steve Lindsey. However, Steve Lindsey died of lung cancer while the 

case was under investigation. The jury spent four hours deliberating and the judge read, “...the defendant is guilty of 

manslaughter.” Holt was sentenced to 30 years in prison for manslaughter and extortion. Robert‟s body has yet to be 

found. On Screen Text Graphics: Toby Holt is appealing his conviction based on insufficient evidence. Holt is 

currently scheduled for release in 2039. He will be 72 years old.  Interviewed: Tom Wiles, Robert‟s father; Audra 

Wiles, Robert‟s sister; Pamela, Robert‟s mother; Tierney Wiles, Robert‟s sister; David Palmisano, Robert‟s friend; 

Jim Bucenell, FBI Special Agent; Dan Kelly, FBI Special Agent; Janie Beard, Robert‟s barber; Joel Valle, airplane 

engine repair company owner; Tommy Ray, Florida Special Agent; Cass Castillo, prosecutor; Howardene Garrett, 

Assistant Public Defender; Stobert (Toby) Holt, NFS worker; Beverly Holt, Toby‟s ex-wife.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: 

Allen Alter, Paul LaRosa) (OAD: 05/12/12) 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

01/05/13 48 HOURS: “Shattered Dreams” (10:00-11:00p) - A report about David Ditto, a husband accused of killing his 

wife, Katrina Ditto and possibly drugging his children. In March 2011, David Ditto called 911 to say his wife had 

fallen down a flight of stairs in their Mira Mesa, California home and slammed her head on a tile floor. First 

responders were suspicious of  Ditto‟s version of what happened because of the extent of Katrina‟s injuries and the 

positioning of the body. Ditto said he tried to administer CPR, which they also doubted. Katrina Ditto died two days 

later. The Medical Examiner ruled that Katrina was beaten and strangled; Ditto was charged with murder. 

Investigators discovered that the image of the couple‟s seemingly perfect marriage was a facade. Katrina met David 

while he was on a vacation in Mexico in 1993, married him and moved to the U.S. knowing little English. They had 

two children. She had written letters to her mother in Mexico, detailing the fact that  David was very controlling and 

she often wondered why she had married him. She had recently tried to break free, getting a job and having control 

of her own money for the first time in her life. Investigators also questioned why the teenage children, asleep in the 

home that night, never woke up, given the number of people in the house that night.  They suspected the children 

had been drugged. David Ditto took the stand during the trial, giving emotional testimony; however, he was found 

guilty. On screen text graphic: David Ditto will be eligible for parole in 2037. He will be 70 years old. To this day, 

Ditto insists he‟s innocent and has hired a new defense attorney to file an appeal. Fours months before Katrina 

Ditto‟s death, David took out a life insurance policy for his family in the event of his wife‟s death, he would have 

collected $150,000. He never did.  Interviewed: David Ditto; Pat Doughty and Maggie Cascio, Ditto‟s mother and 

sister; Silvia Benitez, Katrina Ditto‟s mother; Lisa Chandler, first responder; Jonathan Mota, co-worker of Katria 



 

 

Ditto; Claudine Ruiz, San Diego prosecutor; JC Smith, San Diego homicide detective; Dr. Othon Mena, San Diego 

City Medical Examiner; Keith Rutman, Ditto‟s defense attorney; jurors Francine Foman-Maisel, Christine Ellis, 

Patricia Woelk. (C: Maureen Maher - P: Deborah Grau, Gayane Keshishyan, Alec Sirken) 

 

01/12/13 48 HOURS: “The Perfect Family” - Bernie Pyne returned home one day in May 2011 with his young daughter to 

find his wife Ruth in the garage, brutally beaten and stabbed to death. To outsiders, the Pyne‟s appeared to be an all-

American family. Bernie Pyne was a successful auto engineer who, with his wife, had raised a seemingly happy 

family in Highland Township, a suburb of Detroit, Michigan. They had two children, the oldest, Jeffrey, was his 

high school‟s valedictorian and on his way to college. After Ruth was murdered, police learned the Pyne‟s were not 

as perfect as portrayed. The investigation immediately turned to those who lived with Ruth, and they learned Ruth 

had some psychiatric issues, including arguments and confrontations about taking her medications. Investigators 

also learned Ruth and Bernie‟s marriage was fractured, and Bernie had had an affair. They also found Ruth‟s 

relationship with their son, Jeffrey, was strained. Ruth‟s sister Linda Jarvie thought Bernie was responsible for the 

murder, and given his affair, Bernie understood the suspicions, but he had an ironclad alibi backed by his boss and 

four witnesses, ruling him out as a suspect. Five months into the investigation, Jeffrey Pyne was charged with his 

mother‟s murder. Police had circumstantial evidence against Jeffrey -- blisters on his hands, lies about gardening at 

his neighbor‟s home and his detached demeanor when authorities told him what had happened to his mother. In 

addition, there was no sign of Ruth being sexually assaulted and no sign of a break-in. Before the case went to the 

jury, Prosecutor John Skrzynski asked the judge for another option for the jurors; a charge of second-degree murder, 

rather than the original charge of first-degree murder. Skrzynski believed it would make it easier for the jury to 

convict him. Jeffrey‟s defense attorney, James Champion, argued against it, but the judge granted the motion. After 

three days of jury deliberations the verdict was announced, and Jeffrey Pyne was found guilty of second-degree 

murder. On Screen Text Graphics: Jeffrey Pyne will be sentenced on January 29th. Under Michigan law, he could 

receive as much as life in prison with parole or as little as a year. Interviewed: Greg Glover, Oakland County Det. 

Sgt.; Dave Hendrick, Oakland County Det. Sgt.; Bernie Pyne, father of defendant; Linda Jarvie, Ruth Pyne‟s sister; 

James Champion, defense attorney. (C: Tracy Smith - P: Liza Finley, Marc B. Goldbaum, Ruth Chenetz) 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

01/19/13 48 HOURS: “Picture Perfect: The Trial of Jodi Arias” - An updated report on Jodi Arias, accused of murdering 

her boyfriend Travis Alexander in 2008. The murder was first reported on in 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Picture 

Perfect” (OAD: 03/07/09). In that report, Arias initially told police she knew nothing of the killing, then later 

blamed it on masked intruders. Now she has admitted her involvement in his murder, but claims it was in self-

defense. Travis Alexander, a successful businessman and devout Mormon, was found murdered in his Mesa, 

Arizona home.  He had been shot and then repeatedly stabbed.  For a little more than a year, he had been involved 

with Jodi Arias, an aspiring photographer. She adopted his Mormon beliefs, which forbid premarital sex -- but they 

did become sexually involved. They supposedly ended their relationship when Jodi found out that Travis was 

interested in other women. Police investigation of the murder scene recovered a digital camera with electronically 

dated, sexually explicit photos Travis and Jodi had taken of themselves -- and photos of Travis during the time he 

was being killed or soon after.  Further police investigation resulted in the arrest of Jodi Arias on charges of first-

degree murder. Now, portions of her interviews with 48 HOURS from 2008 are being used in her death penalty trial 

by both the prosecution and the defense. Last Thursday (01/17/13), the prosecution rested.  On screen text graphic: 

The trial of Jodie Arias is expected to conclude sometime next month. She faces the death penalty.  Includes 

interviews with Jodi Arias; Chris and Sky Hughes, friends of Travis Alexander; Samantha and Steve Alexander, 

Travis‟ sister and brother; Travis‟ friends Taylor Searle, Brint Hiatt, and Aaron Mortenson; Esteban Flores, 

detective, Mesa Police Department; Deanna Reid, former girlfriend to Travis Alexander. (C: Maureen Maher - P: 

Josh Gelman) (See also: 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Picture Perfect”, OAD: 03/07/09; 1st rebroadcast: 06/23/09) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

01/26/13 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “An Officer and a Hero” (9:00-10:00p) - A report on the October 5, 2009 botched 

robbery and home invasion that left off-duty St. Louis Police Officer Isabella Lovadina and her then-boyfriend, 

firefighter Nick Koenig grievously wounded and his cousin Gina Stallis dead.  Lovadina and Koenig were taking an 

EMT class together in October 2009 in St. Louis, Missouri, and after class one evening they went to Nick‟s 

grandmother‟s house to study. When Nick walked Isabella to her car at 12:30am, she placed her gun and bulletproof 

vest inside and went to give Nick a hug goodbye.  Two males approached them with guns drawn demanding 

whatever they had, and when Isabella said she didn‟t have anything they pointed to Nick‟s grandmother‟s house and 

directed them to go inside. Isabella and Nick were forced to their knees in the hallway upon entry. One of the 

gunmen, described as wearing a red hoodie with two gold teeth, went upstairs where Ida Rask, Nick‟s grandmother, 

his Aunt Rose, his cousin Gina Stallis and her two young sons were sleeping. The gunman forced Gina to carry a 

large TV down the stairs and the three women were then pressured to kneel next to Nick and Isabella while the two 

boys were left alone. Isabella decided to lunge up against the gunman described as wearing a black hoodie and 

started fighting with him, while Nick fought with the other man. Rose ran out the front door and started approaching 

neighbor‟s houses for help, with no avail. Shots rung out and Isabella was struck by the man in the black hoodie five 

times, point blank; Nick was shot three times, and Gina suffered shots that killed her.  Gina‟s son Sam, 9-years old 

at the time, called 911 and soon after police and EMT‟s arrived. The intruders ran away before cops arrived. Isabella 

and Nick were rushed to the hospital.  Nick had a bullet stuck in the back of his neck, too close to the spinal cord to 

operate on. A short time after the robbery a man checked into the ER at Barnes Hospital across town with a gunshot 

wound in his hand, and the ER technician tending to him noticed his gold teeth, the red hoodie covered in blood, and 

told the cops immediately. Police arrived at Barnes Hospital and arrested Ledale Nathan when they identified his red 

hoodie, and chased the man in the black hoodie, Mario Coleman, into a park and arrested him. Police found Nick‟s 

grandmother‟s jewelry and a black gun tossed in the park nearby.  After Isabella identified the two men they were 

charged with first degree murder. Nathan was 16-years old at the time of the incident but he stood trial as an adult 

and the jury found him guilty. Coleman‟s trial was next and he was also found guilty of murder. Rose Whitrock has 

taken custody of her grandchildren. Two and a half years after the incident Nick was in a car accident and soon after 

he coughed up the bullet that was lodged in his cervical spine. Isabella retired from the Police Department and at her 

final roll call Mayor Francis G. Slay of St. Louis proclaimed February 6, 2012 as Police Officer Isabella Lovadina 

day. On Screen Text Graphics: Mario Coleman and Ledale Nathan Jr. were sentenced to life without the 

possibility of parole. Nick hopes to one day finish the class he started and become an EMT. On screen text graphic 

for the 01/26/13 rebroadcast: Mario Coleman and Ledale Nathan Junior were sentenced to life without the 

possibility of parole. Isabella Lovadina recently found a new calling. She now works as victim‟s court advocate in 

St. Louis. Interviewed: Isabella Lovadina, victim; Nick Koenig, victim; Rose Whitrock, Nick‟s aunt, victim; Ida 

Rask, Nick‟s grandmother, victim; Sgt. Roger Engelhardt, St. Louis Police Dept.; Officer Lori Brewer, St. Louis 

Police Dept.; Beth Orwick, prosecutor; John Bird, prosecutor.  (Producers: Shoshanah Wolfson, Sara Rodriguez) 

(OAD: 05/19/12) 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

01/26/13 48 HOURS: “Crazy Love” (10:00-11:00p) - A report on the investigation into the 2009 murder of millionaire Ben 

Novack, Jr. in Rye Brook, New York. Novack was the son of Bernice and Benjamin Novack, Sr., who once owned 

the famed Miami hotspot, The Fontainebleau Hotel, where the rich and famous came to stay in the 1960s. When the 

family lost their fortune and the hotel in the 70's, Benji was inspired to start his own business planning conferences 

for corporate clients, which earned him millions. Friends described him as a brat who ruled his empire by fear and 

who had a lot of enemies. Police suspected his wife Narcy, but did not have enough evidence to charge her; then 

they received a letter, in Spanish, which stated that Narcy Novack and her brother Cristobal Veliz were responsible 

for the crime. Police believed that Veliz had hired two men, Alejandro Garcia and Joel Gonzalez to kill Benji 

Novack. After arresting the two, Gonzalez implicated Novack and Veliz, along with Garcia. They were arrested on 

murder charges. A year later, reporter Julie Brown began looking into the circumstances of  Bernice Novack‟s death, 

said to be from a fall. Convinced she had discovered a murder, she took her findings to the Fort Lauderdale police 

department. And as investigators were making a deal with Alejandro Garcia to testify against Narcy and Cristobal, 

he revealed he had also been hired to attack Bernice. Novack and Veliz were once again charged with murder. The 

motive: Narcy Novack knew Benji was having an affair and the pre-nuptial agreement only guaranteed her $65,000 

in the event of a divorce. She had to kill Benji and his mother to get all the money. On screen text graphic: Narcy 

Novack and her brother Cristobal Veliz were sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole. Detective 

Alison Carpentier retired from Westchester County Police after the arrests. Ben Novack‟s fortune is still tied up in a 

Florida probate court. Interviewed: Joe Mathews, Miami Beach homicide detective; Westchester County (NY) 

Detective Alison Carpentier; Michael Allen, director of tourism, Miami, FL; reporter Julie Brown; Charlie Serayder, 



 

 

former Miami, FL police officer and a friend of Ben Novack; Det. Sgt. Terry Wilson, Rye Brooke, NY Police; Ben 

Novack‟s aunt Maxine Fiel; Novack‟s girlfriend Rebecca Bliss; Cristobal Veliz. (C: Troy Roberts - P: Chuck 

Stevenson, Dena Goldstein) 

 

 

 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

02/03/13 Guests: Roger Goodell, Commissioner, National Football League (NFL); Jim Nantz, CBS Sports; Phil Simms, CBS 

Sports; Shannon Sharpe, CBS Sports 

Topics include: concerns over football player safety / link between the game, brain injures, and other ailments dealt 

with later in life, such as Alzheimer‟s / NFL‟s decision to donate thirty million dollars to the National Institute of 

Health and join General Electric in their research initiative / lawsuits against the NFL, claiming that it hid the 

dangers of the game from players / addressing concerns over the safety of young players / defense of youth football, 

citing danger in other sports / expressed distrust of team doctors and medical staff from current NFL players; 

Commissioner Goodell‟s warm reception by the people of New Orleans, in light of the fines and suspensions levied 

against the New Orleans Saints for the bounty scandal; optimism regarding the longevity of the game of football / 

changes to game rules and procedures being implemented by the NFL; thoughts on Super Bowl XLVII and the host 

city of New Orleans 

 

02/10/13 Guests: Governor Deval Patrick (D-MA) (1); Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), Senate Armed Services Committee (2); 

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate Armed Services Committee (2); Representative Mike Rogers (R-MI), 

Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (3) (4); James Lewis, Director and Senior Fellow, 

Technology and Public Policy Program, Center for Strategic and International Studies (4); Jane Harman, Director, 

President, and Chief Executive Officer, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars (4); Bob Orr, CBS News 

Justice Correspondent (4); David Leonhardt, The New York Times (5); Kevin Merida, The Washington Post (5); 

Terrell Brown, CBS News Correspondent (6) 

1) a report on the conditions in Massachusetts after the blizzard 

2) Topics include: the conditions in Rhode Island after the blizzard; Senator Graham‟s displeasure with the Obama 

administration and his perceived lack of information related to the September 11, 2012 attack in Benghazi, Libya / 

determination to put a hold on voting for the nominations of former Senator Chuck Hagel for Secretary of Defense 

and John Brennan for Director of the CIA, as a way to force the release of information regarding the attack in 

Benghazi / support from Senator Reed for the nominations of Mr. Hagel and Mr. Brennan, as well the belief that 

President Obama was indeed “engaged” and aware of the situation in Benghazi / ramifications of not voting to fill 

two key positions in President Obama‟s cabinet 

3) Topics include: Representative Rogers‟ reaction to Senator Graham‟s comments made related to the Benghazi 

investigation; last night‟s comments from former Vice President Dick Cheney criticizing President Obama‟s choices 

to staff the national security team; concerns over the current situation in Syria; controversy over the Obama 

administration‟s use of drones / argument from civil liberties groups that American citizens killed in drone attacks, 

even if they have allied themselves with terrorist organizations, possess certain rights under the Constitution 

4) Topics include: threat of cyber attacks in the United States and the need to view them as the new form of 

terrorism / little protection or legislative action from the United States government, making the U.S. vulnerable to a 

catastrophic cyber attack / lack of disclosure from American companies to their consumers after an attack / examples 

of cyber attacks / call for legislative framework from Congress, in order to provide oversight and security with 

regards to cyber attacks and the use of other intelligence-based security, such as drones / prediction of an executive 

order from the White House, dealing with cyber security and the subsequent resistance from Congress / suggestions 

on how to deal with this increasing threat 

5) Topics include: reaction to Senator Graham‟s determination to put a hold on voting for the nominations of former 

Senator Chuck Hagel for Secretary of Defense and John Brennan for Director of the CIA; President Obama‟s 

upcoming State of the Union address; the media‟s recent handling of the hacking scandal affecting the Bush family 

e-mails 

6) a report on the conditions in Boston and the Northeast after the blizzard 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

02/17/13 Guests: Denis McDonough, White House Chief of Staff (1); former Governor Haley 

Barbour (R-MS) (2); Mayor Cory Booker (D-Newark, NJ) (2); Cardinal Donald Wuerl, 

Archbishop of Washington (3); Jeffrey Kluger, TIME magazine (4); Tom Ricks, Foreign 

Policy magazine (5); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS 

News State Department Correspondent (5); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (6); 

Amy Walter, Cook Political Report (6); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (6) 

1) Topics include: across-the-board “sequestration” cuts slated to take effect March 1st / 

President Obama‟s commitment to stabilize the debt problem / resistance from the 

Republican-controlled House of Representatives to President Obama‟s proposals; 

President Obama‟s immigration plan which includes a path to citizenship; response to the 

Republican perception that President Obama was disengaged regarding the September 

11, 2012 attack in Benghazi, Libya / Congress‟ decision to hold up the nominations of 

former Senator Chuck Hagel for Secretary of Defense and John Brennan for Director of 

the CIA, as a way to force the release of information regarding the attack in Benghazi / 

ongoing effort between the Obama administration and the intelligence committees to 

provide the necessary documents / support for the nominations of Mr. Hagel and Mr. 

Brennan, as well the potential ramifications of not voting to fill two key positions in 

President Obama‟s cabinet 

2) Topics include: opinions from Governor Barbour and Mayor Booker on whether or not 

the sequester will occur and the potential consequences should these cuts go into effect; 

Mayor Booker‟s interest in seeking the Democratic nomination for the New Jersey Senate 

seat to be eventually vacated by longtime Senator Frank Lautenberg; advice from 

Governor Barbour for both Republicans and Democrats on how to avoid the sequester 

3) Topics include: Pope Benedict XVI‟s decision to resign, effective February 28th / the 

papal conclave / need for the next pope and the Catholic church to address the 

“overwhelming influence of secularism” 

4) Topics include: Friday‟s meteorites strike in Russia / potential dangers from a 

meteorite strike / praise for NASA‟s technology and work at cataloging and protecting 

the Earth 

5) Topics include: foreign policy challenges of 2013; Secretary of State John Kerry‟s 

upcoming visit to Syria; President Obama‟s foreign policy positions on Syria, 

Afghanistan, and Iran; opinions regarding the nominations of former Senator Chuck 

Hagel for Secretary of Defense and John Brennan for Director of the CIA; continuing 

questions over President Obama‟s response to the September 11, 2012 attack in 

Benghazi, Libya 

6) Topics include: opinions from the panel on whether or not the sequester will occur and 

the potential consequences should these cuts go into effect; President Obama‟s 

immigration plan which includes a path to citizenship / division within the Republican 

Party and their need to win over Hispanic voters 

 

02/24/13 Guests: Arne Duncan, Secretary of Education (1); Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA) (2); 

Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) (2); Governor Bob McDonnell (R-VA) (3); Governor 

Martin O‟Malley (D-MD) (3) (4); Governor Jan Brewer (R-AZ) (3) (4); Governor John 

Hickenlooper (D-CO) (3) (4); Tim Winter, Parents Television Council (5); Chris 

Ferguson, Professor of Psychology, Texas A&M University (5); Mary Ellen O‟Toole, 

former FBI Senior Profiler (5); Representative Tim Murphy (R-PA) (5); Michael 

Fitzpatrick, National Alliance on Mental Illness (5) 

Guest Moderator: Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent 

1) Topics include: impact the sequester could have on education funding and programs 

such as Head Start; ongoing gun control debate 

2) Topics include: Senator Kaine‟s explanation of the response to and plans for avoiding 

the sequester from Senate Democrats / Senator Ayotte‟s opinion that Republicans should 

have an alternative to the plan proposed by the Democrats / potential risks to the 

economy 



 

 

3) Topics include: threats to the economies of Maryland, Virginia, Arizona, and Colorado 

should the sequester take effect / differing opinions as to whether or not the Obama 

administration is overly dramatizing the consequences of the spending cuts 

4) Topics include: Governor Brewer‟s opinion of Florida Republican Senator Marco 

Rubio‟s efforts to draft comprehensive immigration reform / differing opinions on 

whether or not security of the border and comprehensive immigration reform can and 

should be achieved in tandem, instead of security before reform; Governor 

Hickenlooper‟s top priority regarding gun control legislation; Governor O‟Malley‟s 

recent disagreement with New Jersey Governor Chris Christie‟s claim of reformist 

innovations  

5) Topics include: connection between video games and gun violence / Entertainment 

Software Rating Board (ESRB) system for rating video games / need to focus on and 

rethink the American mental health system, so that parents and educators are able to 

identify the first signs of mental illness / call for more parental involvement 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

02/03/13 PREEMPTION 

 

02/10/13 “Attack in Algeria” - an interview with three of the five Americans who survived the 

January 16 al-Qaeda terrorist attack on an Algerian natural gas facility in North Africa 

that resulted in the deaths of 37 foreign workers.  Interviewed are Mark Cobb, Steve 

Wysocki and Nick Frazier; all are employees of the oil company BP. (C: Charlie Rose - 

P: Howard L. Rosenberg, Julie Holstein) 

“40 Million Mistakes” - a report on the incidence of errors in consumers‟ credit reports, 

as issued by Equifax, Experian and TransUnion -- the three major credit reporting 

agencies -- and the difficulties encountered when people attempt to have these mistakes 

expunged.  Includes interviews with: Jon Leibowitz, Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 

chairman; Mike DeWine, Ohio Attorney General; Judy Thomas, inaccurate report victim; 

former Experian employees Enzo Valdivia, Carolina Herrera, Rodolfo Carrasco; Sylvia 

Goldsmith and Len Bennett, inaccurate report victims.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: James 

Jacoby, Michael Karzis) 

“Lincoln” - an exploration of the character of Abraham Lincoln, the president and the 

man, as seen through the eyes of three members of the team that made the Oscar-

nominated film “Lincoln”: director Steven Spielberg, actor Daniel Day Lewis, and 

historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, on whose book the movie was based.  (C: Lesley Stahl - 

P: Ruth Streeter) 

The Mail - selected viewer comments about the segment “President Obama & Secretary 

Clinton” (OAD: 01/27/13) 

 

02/17/13 “Iron Dome” - a report on Israel‟s “Iron Dome”, a sophisticated defense system whose 

missiles can, with radar and computer assistance, intercept and destroy incoming rockets 

in mid-air. Includes interviews with: Ehud Barak, Israeli defense minister; Shai 

Kogensky, commander of an Iron Dome battery; Didi Ya‟ari, CEO of Rafael, the lead 

manufacturer of the system; Husam Zomlot, PLO diplomat and a professor at Birzeit 

University.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Andy Court)   

“Africa Mercy” - a report on the Africa Mercy, the world‟s largest civilian hospital ship, 

which takes volunteer medical staff to the ports of some of the poorest countries on earth, 

along the arc of the West African coast, where they restore sight to people blinded by 

cataracts, remove disfiguring facial tumors, and correct cleft palates.  Includes interviews 

with: Gary Parker, a maxillofacial surgeon; Ali Chandra, a nurse; Don Stephens, a Texas 

philanthropist and founder of the charity he calls „Mercy Ships‟; Susan Parker, wife of 

Gary Parker.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster, Rachael Kun Morehouse) 

"Dame Maggie" - an interview / profile of British actress Dame Maggie Smith, now 

appearing in Downton Abbey, the popular PBS series.  Also includes comments by 



 

 

actor/director Dustin Hoffman; and by Julian Fellowes, writer and creator of Downton 

Abbey. (C: Steve Kroft - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran) 

Update: “In Search Of The Jaguar” (OAD: 01/30/11) 

 

02/24/13 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Killing Bin Laden” 

60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Killing Bin Laden” - the first interview with a retired 

Navy SEAL who was part of the team that carried out the raid on Osama bin Laden‟s 

compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan, and who was in the room when bin Laden, the leader 

of al Qaeda and the world‟s most wanted terrorist,  died from American bullets.  In the 

interview, “Mark Owen” (a pseudonym used for security) recalls each step of the mission 

and the preparation which he and the nation's elite force had made for it.  “Mark Owen” 

has just written a book about this, entitled “No Easy Day”.  This interview is divided into 

four segments and comprises the whole hour.  (Parts I, II, IV: C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry 

Schuster; Pt. III: C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster, Rachael Kun Morehouse) (OAD: 

09/09/12 on 60 MINUTES) 

 

 

48 HOURS 
 

02/02/13 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “The Stranger You Know” (8:00-9:00p) - a report 

about Marti Hill, who was savagely beaten in her Prairie Village, Kansas home -- and her 

attacker, who refuses to say why. Hill did not show up for work one day in September 

2010, and her co-workers grew concerned when she did not answer texts or phone calls. 

Police were summoned after Hill‟s boss drove to her home and found her car still in the 

driveway. She was found by police, at the bottom of the basement steps, barely breathing 

and covered in blood. Believing she was dying, Prairie Village Police Officer Bill 

Baldwin tried to coax out of her who was behind the vicious attack. Doctors were not 

sure that she would survive; she was beaten and her throat slashed open. They spent 

hours treating her. Police found out that Marti was a workaholic, and if she was not 

working, she was at home. Her ex-husband was ruled out as a suspect. Hill‟s mother 

alerted police towards Brian Pennington, a construction worker whom both she and Marti 

had hired to do work. Police questioned him and became suspicious, but needed to hear 

Marti‟s side of the story. They soon learned she was recovering and able to talk to police. 

She confirmed to police that Brian Pennington had attacked her; he was arrested for 

attempted first-degree murder. Frustrating to police was the fact that Pennington 

apparently had absolutely no motive.  However, they found that he had a record of over 

sixty contacts with law enforcement officers, including several domestic violence 

incidents involving women. During the preliminary hearing, Pennington eventually 

agreed to a plea deal; the only issue would be how long he would be held in the Kansas 

State prison system. It took months, but finally a twenty-eight-and-a-half year prison 

sentence was agreed upon. To this day, no one knows why Pennington attacked Marti 

Hill. Onscreen text graphic: We wrote to Brian Pennington to ask why he attacked 

Marti Hill. He did not respond. Marti has created a website to help women recover from 

traumatic events. Interviewed: Marti Hill; Tom Mai, Marti‟s boss; co-workers Stephanie 

Scheibler, Jan Schul; Dr. Harry Wilkins III, trauma surgeon; Prairie Village Police 

Officer Bill Baldwin; Prairie Village Police Detectives Luke Roth and  Jason Wakefield; 

Shirley Roth, Marti‟s mother; Mackenzie Hill, Marti‟s daughter; Cami Gill and Monica 

Gill, Marti‟s sisters; Dr. Kim Poecker; Prosecutor Vanessa Riebli.  (P: Chris Young-

Ritzen, Stephen A. McCain) 

 

02/09/13 48 HOURS: “Desperate Measures” - a report about a wealthy married couple, Dennis 

and Merna Koula, who were found shot dead in their Wisconsin home, and the questions 

that arose surrounding the circumstances of their May 2010 murder. Though elderly, both 

continued to work, Dennis at a pharmacy and Merna as a teacher, even after Dennis sold 

his car dealership and the chain of pharmacies he owned. Eric Koula and his sister, Cindy 

Cowell, each with families of their own, were close to their parents. Both received money 



 

 

from their wealthy father: Eric received hundreds of thousands of dollars to start a career 

as a day trader, but Cindy received less compared to her brother. At first, police believed 

that the couple was targeted for assassination. Days later, police received their first clue: 

neighbor Steve Burgess, the president of a local bank, had received death threats. The 

police initially suspected a case of mistaken identity when, after checking an Internet map 

site, the Koulas‟ house was identified as the Burgess residence.  A timeline was 

established, and a time of death was determined from the last keystroke Merna Koula 

made on her computer. Police kept this information a secret. The lead regarding possible 

mistaken identity turned into a dead end and attention turned to the Koula children. Cindy 

Cowell and her husband had alibis. Then Eric Koula claimed to have received a shocking 

note in the mail saying “fixed you”. Following protocol, police examined bank records 

and discovered that Eric Koula had received a check from his father and had cashed it 

after their deaths. Investigators started to take a closer look at Eric‟s entire story. They 

discovered that Eric was in financial trouble. Helen Van Roo, a co-worker of Dennis, told 

police that Dennis had told her that he was going to stop giving his children money. Eric 

Koula became the target of the investigation and was eventually arrested and charged 

with two counts of first-degree intentional homicide. In June 2012, the trial began. Eric 

Koula was found guilty of murdering his parents and the additional charge of forging his 

father‟s name on a check. Onscreen Text Graphic: Eric Koula received nothing from 

his parents‟ estate. His children have filed suit to claim a portion of the money that 

should have been their father‟s.  Interviewed: Eric Koula and Cindy Cowell, the Koula 

children; John Christophersen, former special agent, Wisconsin Department of Justice; 

Christine Koula, Eric‟s wife and Dexter Koula, Eric‟s son; Helen Van Roo, Dennis 

Koula‟s co-worker; Tim Gruenke, prosecutor; Gary Freyberg, co-prosecutor; Jim Koby, 

lead defense attorney; Keith Belzer, defense attorney.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Susan 

Mallie) 

 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

02/16/13 48 HOURS: “Honor and Dishonor” - a report on Sgt. Brent Burke, who was court-

martialled for the 2007 murders of Tracy Burke, his estranged wife and his former 

mother-in-law, Karen Comer.  Four civilian trials, with no physical evidence, had already 

led to three mistrials and a hung jury; but the military decided to move forward with 

action under the uniform code of military justice. Tracy Burke and Karen Comer were 

discovered shot to death in Comer‟s Rineyville, Kentucky home.  When it was 

discovered that Tracy was in the process of going through a divorce, Sgt. Brent Burke 

was taken into custody and booked for murder. There was little physical evidence and no 

murder weapon, but during an interview, Eion Burke, a young child of four, said that Sgt. 

Burke was the killer. When charges were dropped and he was released from jail, 

Kentucky State Police spoke to the Army and they came to the same conclusion: a case 

for murder, this time to be tried by the Army‟s Judge Advocate Generals Corps (JAG) 

because Burke on active duty at Fort Campbell when the crimes were committed. He 

would face a court martial trial which is very different from a civilian court trial -- there 

is always a verdict and never a hung jury.  The trial commenced and the JAG prosecution 

team was able to present physical evidence -- a tiny piece of glass taken off of Burke‟s 

coat, which was similar to the shattered glass door at the crime scene.  The panel decided 

that Sgt. Burke was guilty and that he would serve a life sentence without parole. He 

would also be dishonorably discharged and stripped of his rank. Onscreen text graphic: 

Tracy Burke‟s children visit each other regularly. According to military law, Brent Burke 

will get an automatic appeal. Interviewed: JAG prosecution team members: Lt. Colonel 

Matthew Calarco, Major Sondra Smith, Captain Janae Lepir; U.S. Army Defense 

Attorney Nathan Brown; JAG attorney Major Rebecca Kliem; Kentucky State Police 

Detective Larry Walker; Kentucky State Police Investigator Mark Gillingham; Tracy 

Burke‟s father and step-mother David and Gractia Wilburn; Tracy Burke‟s sister-in-law 

Hillary Wilburn; defense attorneys Chris Davenport and David Broderick; Brent Burke‟s 



 

 

parents Stan and Irene Burke; Master Sergeant Michelle Kerstetter, Karen Comer‟s 

daughter.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Marcelena Spencer) 

 

02/23/13 48 HOURS: “The Accuser” (9:00-10:00p) - a followup to “Dream Killer” (OAD: 

02/18/06) and “The Lost Night” (OAD: 03/26/11). Correspondent Erin Moriarty and the 

48 HOURS team have been investigating the murder of sports editor Kent Heitholt and 

the bizarre circumstances that have put Ryan Ferguson in prison for the crime. Heitholt 

was found bludgeoned and strangled in 2001. Two years later, police got a tip that 

Charles Erickson had told a friend that he and Ryan Ferguson may have committed the 

crime because they were out drinking the night of the murder and had decided to rob 

someone, but his memory of the incident was foggy. Based on Erickson‟s confession, 

both were arrested and tried for murder.  During the trial, Erickson offered key details in 

his testimony that were not part of his initial confession. Both were found guilty. Ryan 

Ferguson received a forty year sentence. Ferguson‟s father‟s unceasing efforts to prove 

his son‟s innocence led to the discovery of evidence contradicting Erickson‟s story. Then 

Jerry Trump, a trial witness, recanted his testimony. With the assistance of attorney 

Kathleen Zellner, a new hearing was secured. Then Erickson‟s story changed again. He 

agreed to speak exclusively to 48 HOURS to reveal new details about how his confession 

put both men in prison. He said he has lied before and exonerated Ryan Ferguson, but his 

new version of the story also had its problems. Jerry Trump said he felt pressured to lie 

during the trial and was haunted by his testimony. The appeal commenced. It was denied; 

the judge sided with the Missouri attorney general and said that Erickson was far more 

credible seven years ago than he is today. The conviction stands. On screen text 

graphic: Kathleen Zellner has appealed this latest decision. It‟s Ryan Ferguson‟s 

thirteenth attempt to overturn his conviction.  Interviewed: Ryan Ferguson; his father, 

Bill Ferguson; the accused Chuck Erickson; sports writer Michael Boyd; janitor/witness 

Shawna Ornt; attorney Kathleen Zellner; forensic pathologist Dr. Larry Blum. (C: Erin 

Moriarty - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman) (See also: 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Dream 

Killer”, OAD: 02/18/06; and 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Lost Night”, OAD: 03/26/11, 

which is a followup to “Dream Killer”) 

 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 
 

02/12/13 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: STATE OF THE UNION 2013 - live coverage of 

President Obama‟s State of the Union Address to a joint session of Congress.   Includes: 

(1) Correspondents‟ preview commentary about the address, v/o live video of the House 

Chamber. (2) President Obama‟s entrance into the Chamber. (3) President Obama‟s 

Address. (4) Correspondents‟ commentary, v/o video of President Obama exiting the 

House Chamber. (5) Republican response by Senator Marco Rubio (R- Florida) (from the 

Speaker‟s Conference Room at the Capitol). Followed by Correspondents‟ commentary 

about Rubio. (6) Correspondents‟ commentary about the President‟s remarks about gun 

control legislation during his address, and then general commentary about the President‟s 

Address. CORRESPONDENTS: Scott Pelley (anchor, Washington, D.C.); Bob Schieffer, 

Norah O‟Donnell (both with Pelley); Nancy Cordes (on Capitol Hill); Major Garrett (at 

the White House). 

 

02/23/13 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “Vanity Fair’s Hollywood” - the pages of Vanity Fair 

magazine‟s annual Hollywood issue are brought to life in this special broadcast, featuring 

segments reflective of several articles from the March 2013 issue, and including 

commentary by magazine staff members.  Segments include: (1) a review of 

photographer Bruce Weber‟s creative efforts for the issue, including comments by Weber 

himself and by some of the actors who were his subjects; (2) a profile of producer Megan 

Ellison, who has used her wealth to become one of Hollywood‟s most important 

financiers.  Includes comments by directors Kathryn Bigelow and John Hillcoat; (3) a 

profile / interview of former entertainment mogul Merv Adelson, once the head of 



 

 

Lorimar Productions.  Includes comments by comedian Shecky Greene, and television 

producer George Schlatter; (4) an account of the creation of Quentin Tarantino‟s 

groundbreaking film, “Pulp Fiction”, including comments by actors John Travolta and 

Harvey Keitel; (5) an account of the evolution, over the years, of what has become the 

annual Vanity Fair Oscar party, now celebrating its 20th anniversary this year.  Includes 

comments by several Vanity Fair staff members and by several actors who have attended 

past parties.  Senior Executive Producer: Susan Zirinsky.  Supervising Producer: Josh 

Gelman.  Senior Producer: Peter Schweitzer.  Editor, Vanity Fair: Graydon Carter. CBS 

Producers: James Stolz, Paul LaRosa, Liza Finley. 
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