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Attached are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this station during the 
reporting period. 
 
The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times indicated.  
Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues of concern to viewers in 
the area where the station is located. 
 
LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 
The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues 
during this reporting period are listed on the following pages.   
 
Local Issue/Concern and Brief Description  
 
 
For The Culture WUSA 9 continued its series on For The Culture.  Producing 

stories that highlight DC area history, traditions, and cultural 
issues. Most importantly, we speak to people who are doing the 
work to push their communities forward. 

Washington, DC was once nicknamed Chocolate City because of 
its majority African-American population. The demographic 
makeup of the city has changed because of the effects of 
gentrification. Along with the black population decreasing, 
many native Washingtonians felt their history, traditions, and 
culture were being wiped out. This segment celebrates DC 
natives, educates viewers about history in the District, and 
shines light on some of the most important social and economic 
issues people of color are currently facing.  

 

 



All About HER In WUSA 9’s new “All About HER” series, Nicole DiAntonio 
highlights inspiring women across the DMV who are making a 
difference. This series showcases trailblazing women who are 
paving the way for others. From the first female fire chief in 
Prince George’s County to a woman who donates her free time 
to provide meals to thousands of students in Fairfax County. 
Most importantly, these women donate their time and money 
to push their communities forward.  

Black History: Dream Makers WUSA 9 celebrates Black History Month by not only recognizing 
the achievements of African Americans who’ve made their mark 
on history but celebrating modern-day “dream makers”. We 
highlight those making an impact on the DMV today, and how 
they are working to make things betters for future generations. 

Big Rigs, Big Risks Since 2017, WUSA 9 has been reporting on concerns about 
trucks and safety guards.  There is a push to strengthen rear 
guards, which are already called for by law, and to add side 
guards to big semis, which are currently not required of 
truckers.  The reason for the call of better underride protective 
devices is to prevent deadly accidents when vehicles crash into 
the back or sides of trucks.  In some of these crashes,  cars have 
gone under trucks causing death, sometimes with decapitations 
of drivers. 

There is a bill in Congress to force truckers to add side guards 
and to strengthen rear guards already on trucks. The bill has yet 
to come up for a vote. 

Military: Vehicle Emissions This is the 4th story in an ongoing series of reports about the 
struggle of some enlisted military personnel and the Maryland 
Department of Motor Vehicles.  It started with Madelaine 
Waltjen Shedlick's story. Her son was stationed in Texas and 
deployed to the Middle East, when his truck was scheduled for 
emissions testing in Maryland. The problem was the truck was 
legally in Texas while her son was deployed. The DMV told 
Madelaine she had a few options:  fly down to Texas herself and 
drive the car back to Maryland, or her son could send in 
paperwork, while he's fighting a war in the Middle East.  

Madelaine felt deployed members of the military should get an 
exemption from auto emissions testing while they were 
stationed overseas. After bringing this issue to the attention of 
the DMV and told WUSA 9 they would support a measure, that 
had to be passed by the Maryland legislature. Due to our 
reporting, legislation was introduced.  



Public Safety: Dangerous Roads Police records show more than 30 traffic collisions involving 
cyclists or pedestrians have happened already this year in the 
District. That statistic got WUSA 9 to investigate what some of 
the most dangerous roads are in our area for people who do not  
use cars but have to share the road with them. WUSA 9 looked 
through the data to determine some of the most accident-
prone areas in Maryland, Virginia, and DC.  

Military: Feres Doctrine For several months, WUSA 9 has been covering something 
called the Feres Doctrine. This law prevents military personnel 
from suing the military for things that most civilians can sue for. 
In this installment of our series on the Feres Doctrine, we look 
at the issue of workplace violence in the military. 

Military: Kids and Tricare Military family advocates have heard stories for years: those 
who serve are concerned about the health coverage their kids 
get in the military system.  For the first time, there is now data 
to support those anecdotes. A new study uncovered by  
WUSA 9’s investigative reporter, Laura Geller says while military 
health insurance, called Tricare, works well for many, there are 
barriers, and those barriers are above and beyond what others 
experience with private insurance. 

Military:  Housing   For over a year, WUSA 9 has been reporting on the 
                                                                        deplorable conditions in military housing in the DC  
     area.  This includes mold, rodents and lead paint, to  
     name a few.  This is part of our continued series 
     about helping to make things better for military 
     families who have given so much. 

Local Issue:  Military Spouse  Reporter Laura Geller shines light on something many have 
College Degrees   not thought about when it comes to the challenges of serving 
     our country. Military spouses say the military lifestyle makes  
     getting a college education a challenge and that has   
     repercussions for their families.  
 

Local Issue: Education   WUSA 9 visited Statesmen College Preparatory Academy to  
Statesmen College Preparatory  learn about their mission to address the graduation disparities 
Academy    among DC's black and brown students. A big part of the   
     school's  method is a Black History-focused curriculum that tries  
     to ensure black and brown kids see their role in history in a  
     positive way from the start. This was a 2-part series done by  
     WUSA 9's Lorenzo Hall, who spent months at the school getting  
     an up-close look at the school's philosophy.    
 



Local Issue: Public Safety  WUSA 9 reporter, Jess Arnold, reports on the chronically bad  
Poor Living Conditions in Rental  housing conditions that are causing chronic illnesses in DC kids. 
Housing Causes Illness in Children Mold, rodent infestations, poor ventilation – all happening now. 
    
 
Local Issue: Public Health  UM Prince George's Hospital Trauma Center is the closest  
Prince George's Trauma Center  hospital for DC residents east of the Anacostia. But that   
     won't be true for much longer. In 2021,  the Center is moving. 
  
Local Issue: Policing and Public Safety Are DC police being up front about how much crime we have  
DC Crime Underreporting  have here in Washington, DC and what types of crime? Two  
     police officers are accusing their MPD superiors of rigging crime  
     stats to make them look better. WUSA 9’s Eric Flack obtained  
     internal documents the whistleblowers say proves their case. 
 
Local Issue: Children: Maryland and Child Marriage. Right now, girls as young as 15 years old can 
Underage Marriage   get married in the state of Maryland.  But as other states pass  
     landmark reforms to stop child marriage, Maryland has failed to 
     act.  And as Chief Investigative Reporter Eric Flacks discovered,  
     that could mean devastating consequences for young girls all  
     around our region.   
 
Local Issue:  Health Matters  Health matters, and WUSA 9 is committed to helping   
     our community live stronger, healthier lives. During the   
     month of February, we highlighted health issues and solutions 
     right here in the DMV. On February 19,  WUSA 9 hosted a free 
     health expo with the Prince George’s County Health   
     Department and Prince  George’s County Parks and Recreation.  
     We offered free medical tests, demos and exercise classes. 

Local Issue: Coronavirus:  WUSA 9 has done extensive coverage of the coronavirus  
Fact Not Fear     pandemic.  We followed this story from the time there were  
     some small rumblings about an outbreak of a strange virus in  
     China, until the present day. Our coverage has moved from  
     reporting about the international goings on, to news at   
     a national and local level. Our stories have covered the   
     economic impact nationally and locally, everything from  
     businesses shuttering, to the personal impact.  Human interest 
     stories and how the pandemic is affecting all aspects of life. 
     Also good news stories, the best of the human spirit as well  
     as the human toll of the COVID-19 pandemic. WUSA 9 also  
     aired a 30 minute special on March 5 on the coronavirus. Our  
     VERIFY  team answered questions from the community about  
     COVID-19 with vetted experts, original documents and fact- 
     checking to get to the truth. 

 



Local Issue: Women’s History Month Women's History Month is an annual declared month that  
     highlights the contributions of women to events in history and  
     contemporary society. On Great Day Washington, we worked  
     to bring the history, culture and achievements of women to  
     light.  

 

Local Issue                                                                 For The Culture 
 
January 9, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air)/2:20 length) 
Black Teen Racial Discrimination 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
This week’s For The Culture segment is taking a deep dive into a viral study that found black teens face 
racial discrimination – on average – five times a day. It is leading many of them to have symptoms of 
depression. This has special interest to our audience because the pool of participants are all from DC – 
mostly wards 7 and 8. 
 
January 16, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:25 length) 
Portraits for the Culture 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
This week’s For The Culture segment is about an artist who created a portrait series called ‘Portraits for 
the Culture.’ It began as a self-discovery quest but grew into a way to help the black community 
preserve its history and legacy. Robert Stevenson aka Rohaun gives the portraits away for free in 
exchange for people sharing their families’ history stories on camera. 
 
January 29, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air)/2:24 length) 
Sugarhill Gang and Black Culture 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
This week’s For The Culture segment is our one on one interview with Master Gee from the Sugarhill 
Gang. He discussed the impact the group’s music had on black culture and hip hop music. Master Gee 
expressed how group members felt a responsibility to carry the African-American community on their 
back and represent them in a positive light. 
 
February 6, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:01 length) 
DC Principal of the Year 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
This segment is about DC’s Principal of the Year. Dorothy Height Elementary School Principal  
Masi Preston has an amazing story of courage and is loved by the Dorothy Height community. She grew 
up in Ward 4 (where the school is located), is also Coolidge High School alum, and has helped transform 
the former charter school that was forced to close in 2015 into a public school. 
 
 
 



February 13, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:48 length)  
DC Dancing Kids 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
This week’s For The Culture segment is a follow up to video of boys dancing on the metro featured on 
the “Most DC Thing” segment. They’re three brothers and have a dance group called MOD. They film 
their dance videos and post them on YouTube. They are all from the Capitol Hill area of DC. 
Grandmother said the kids lost everything when there was a big building fire/explosion back in 2013 on 
Isherwood Street NW. Now they make dance videos and compete in and win dance competitions. 
(Interviewee: Shaun Walton) 
 
February 20, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:11 length) 
Black and Missing 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
Nearly 40% of missing people are persons of color, but African-Americans make up only 13% of the 
population (according to census data). Black and Missing Foundation is a non-profit organization based 
in the DMV whose mission is to bring awareness to missing persons of color, provide vital resources and 
tools to missing person's families and friends, and to educate the minority community on personal 
safety. (Interviewee: Natalie Wilson) 
 
February 27, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:04 length) 
White House Slaves 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
This week’s For The Culture segment is about an exhibit from the White House Historical Association, a 
nonprofit organization, that shines a spotlight on the enslaved black people who helped build and serve 
inside of the White House. 
 
March 5, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:51 length) 
Flyshikis 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
This For The Culture segment is about an immigrant from Ghana who created the Flyshikis clothing line 
to honor his heritage, connect African-Americans to their African roots, and break down barriers 
between Africans and Black Americans. (Interviewee:  Isaac Appiah) 
 
March 12, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:07 length) 
Officer Tate 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
This week’s For the Culture segment is about a DC native who wrote two books to inspire children in the 
communities he was raised, but here’s the catch – he’s also a DC police officer. We talked about what it 
was like growing up in DC and the strained relationship between law enforcement and communities of 
color. (Interviewee:  Hakim Tate) 
 

 



Local Issue                                                                 All About Her 

January 7, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
Head Wrestling Coach 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
Women's wrestling is one of the fastest-growing sports in the country. But in Virginia, girl's high school 
wrestling is still not considered to be a sanctioned sport. Now, one local high school coach (Falls Church  
High School) wants to change that. Head coach Warry Bonney is one of the first female high school head 
wrestling coaches in Virginia.  

 
January 20, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:50 length) 
Rosie Riveters-Inspired STEM Program  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
There are still few women working in fields like science, technology, engineering, and math. One local 
non-profit wants to change that. The Rosie Riveters-inspired STEM program is known for its unique 
science projects, bright red headbands and inspiring the next generation of young women. The 
program places an emphasis on science, technology, engineering, and math. Brittany Greer is the 
Executive Director and Founder of Rosie Riveters. 
  

January 29, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:40 length) 
Fairfax Auto Repair 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
A woman in Fairfax County, VA is a trailblazer in the automotive industry. Not only is Rebecca Hoyos the 
only woman to work at Fairfax Auto Repair, but she also owns the shop.  
 

February 3, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:05 length) 
Dare To Dream: DC's Female Battalion Chiefs Share Journey To The Top 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
Only about 7 percent of firefighters nationwide are women, according to the National Fire Protection 
Association. At the DC Fire Department, two female fire battalion chiefs are inspiring the next 
generation. Kishia Clemencia and Queen Anunay, Battalion Chiefs, DC Fire Department. 

 

February 10, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:50 length) 
Boolean Girl  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
With more technology in today's world, coding programs continues to grow in importance. 
Unfortunately, girls can sometimes be left out of the school curriculum. Non-profit Boolean Girl wants to 
change that. The instructors share a common mission, educating young girls to code, build and invent. 
As the program Boolean Girl continues to expand, it's inspiring the next generation of young women. 
Grace Mikus Boolean Girl and Doctor Robert K Johns, RIA Community Center. 
 
 



February 19, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:15 length) 
Food for Neighbors  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntionio 
 
One in five children struggle with hunger in America. In Fairfax County, VA,  one in four students are 
eligible for free or reduced price meals, according to the Virginia Department of Education. Karen Joseph 
started the organization Food For Neighbors to change this statistic one student at a time. 

 

February 24, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
Prince George’s Fire Chief  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
History will be made in Prince George's County, MD,  Tuesday as the first female fire department chief, 
Tiffany Green, is set to be sworn in. With over 20 years of experience, Green has worked as a firefighter, 
paramedic, station commander and more. 
 
March 9, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:45 length) 
Judy Kopff  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
Retired Pentagon employee transforms into clown, bringing smiles to children across the community. 
Judy Kopff, who previously worked in government, has found fulfillment in retirement by entertaining 
kids as a clown. 
 

Local Issue                                                                 Black History: Dream Makers 

February 3, 2020 (9am/4:00 length) 
Alvin Ailey Dance Company 

Interview with Hope Boykin, dancer, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, Sela Thompson Collins, Alvin 
Ailey Board Member and DC Gala Co-Chair and Anthony A. Lewis, Alvin Ailey Board Member and DC Gala 
Vice-Chair about the historic dance company and their engagement at the Kennedy Center.  

February 3, 2020 (9am/4:00 length) 
Duke Ellington Performing Arts School 

Students from the Duke Ellington Performing Arts School performed Impact, which is the force of 
impression of one thing on another with significant and major effect.  

February 3, 2020 (9am/4:00 length) 
Black History Before Slavery 

Interview with Jay Cameron, Creator, Black History Before Slavery. Black History Before Slavery was 
designed to encourage learning about the African culture, art, customs and cuisine that existed prior to 
the transatlantic slave trade. The initiative was created to shine a positive light on pre-American black 
history while telling less-known stories about the African diaspora. 

 



February 5, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:08 length) 
JaBen Early 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
JaBen Early is black actor who lives in the DMV and recently appeared in the movie, ‘Harriett’, which 
documented the life and journey of Marylander Harriett Tubman.  Early talks about the importance of 
having movies, such as, ‘Harriett’ in mainstream Hollywood. He also discussed the challenges (past and 
present) of black Hollywood and for black actors and filmmakers. 
 
February 10, 2020 (9am/4:00 length) 
Black History Month Legacy  

Interview with Dr. Tasheka Green, President, CEO and Founder Chief Educational Strategy Consultant, 
about the men and women who have paved the way in black history. Dr. Green encourages us all to 
consider the following: How are you carrying out African Americans legacy and building one for your 
family and others?  Dr. Green also has five fundamental principles that will support you with carrying 
out a legacy while building one for your family and others. 

February 11, 2020 (6am and 12pm re-air/1:46 length) 
STEM Teacher 
Reporter: Mikea Turner  
 
William Islar is a Prince George’s County, MD,  teacher who goes above and beyond to help the next 
generation of engineers, pilots and scientists. For the last two years, Islar has taught all-things aviation 
at DuVal High School as a chief flight instructor in the  Aerospace Engineering and Aviation Technology 
Program. He commutes from Atlanta every day and flies his own plane to get here. 
 
February 12, 2020 (9am/4:00 length) 
Black Movie Association 

Interview with Agnes Moss, Founder, National Black Movie Association, Susan Leigh, Director of 
Marketing, National Black Movie Association and Adia Moss, Community Outreach Manager, about 
National Black Movie Day, February 15, 2020. The ladies explain that the day is to commemorate over 
100 years of African American excellence in film. 

February 14, 2020 (5am/2:10 length) 
Gregory Jackson 
Reporter: Megan Rivers 
 
Gregory Jackson Jr. is hoping to rid communities of gun violence through his work. He works directly 
with The Community Justice Action Fund to eradicate the issues plaguing so many communities. As a 
group, they’ve secured $25 million to fund federal research to address gun violence, and $33 million to 
start investing in programs from a federal level. Jackson said this is the first time in over 20 years the 
federal government has funded any type of research to address gun violence. 
 
 
 
 



February 25, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:45 length) 
Nee Nee Taylor 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
Nee Nee Taylor is a black history dream maker because she is one of the soldiers on the front lines 
fighting for black rights in the DMV. While some people fight for equality in political officers or in 
courtrooms, it is not uncommon to find Nee Nee leading a protest, community training, or advocating 
on behalf of the voiceless. She is an active member of DC’s Black Lives Matter Movement. 
 
February 25, 2020 (9am/4:00 length) 
Celebrating African Inspired Foods 

Jay and Jayson Cameron share a recipe of jollof rice, a classically African dish and compare it to the 
classically southern dish of red beans and rice. The Cameron’s share how many African dishes correlate 
to many southern dishes which are rich in the African American community.  

Friday, February 28, 2020 (9am/4:00 length) 
Financial health for older African Americans  

Interview with Anna Maria Chavez, Executive Vice President and Chief Growth Officer, National Council 
on Aging. Statistics show that African Americans are significantly behind compared to other populations 
when it comes to saving for retirement. So, we asked why it’s important to find solutions to help bridge 
the gap.  
 
Local Issue                                                                 Big Rigs, Big Risks: Truck 
          Underrides Series 

January 21, 2020 (11pm/5:17 length) 
January 22, 2020 (5pm re-air/5:17 length) 

In this part of WUSA 9’s ongoing series of stories on truck underrides, we reported on major 
developments in the fight to require lifesaving equipment on big rigs.  One of the nation's largest 
trucking groups, Owner-Operated Independent Truck Driver Association,  now say they may be ready to 
agree to at least some change. The vice president of the largest independent truck organization, which 
represents more than 160,000 members nationwide, told WUSA 9 they support laws strengthening rear 
guard standards, which WUSA 9's prior reporting found don't always hold up in accidents.  

The group, however, remains opposed to requiring guards on the sides of big rigs. This despite tests 
done by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety showing side guards can stop side underrides and 
possibly save lives. The vice president of the OOIDA tells WUSA 9 he is not convinced side guards will be 
worth the investment.  Telling us, "My last semi-trailer was $42,000 just with that trailer.  So now we're 
looking at upping the price another $2,000 to $3,000.  That's hard for a little guy to eat. There's not that 
much profit in this business and if you want me to buy this technology, you're going to need to show me 
it works."  

 

 



People interviewed for this story include: 

Lois Durso:  Mother of 2 daughters killed in a side underride accident 
Marianne Karth:  Mother of daughter killed in a side underride accident 
Lewie Pugh: Executive Vice President, Owner-Operated Independent Truck Driver Association 

Local Issue                                                                 Military:  Vehicle Emissions 

February 6, 2020 (6pm and 11pm re-air/2:06 length) 

A military mom, who came to WUSA 9 with a problem getting her soldier son's vehicle tested for 
emissions, has landed at the Maryland State House. The legislation generated by her story could help 
others in the military. House Bill 133 allows service members to be exempt from Maryland emissions 
requirements if they are deployed or stationed in a state without a vehicle emissions program.  There 
were no questions or objections from House lawmakers at the hearing for this bill, which WUSA 9 
covered. Next steps include: a vote of the full committee, then onto the full House and Senate for votes. 
After that, it is up to the Governor to sign into law. 

People interviewed for this story include: 
Madelaine Waltjen Shedlick:  Mother of Deployed Soldier 
Chrissy Nizer: Director, Maryland Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Administration 
 

Local Issue                                                             Public Safety: Dangerous Roads 
for Cyclists and Pedestrians 

January 24, 2020 (11pm/5:55 length) 
January 27, 2020 (5pm re-air/5:55 length) 
 
WUSA 9 looked through police and traffic records from 2017 to 2019 to see which streets had the most 
collisions between cyclists, pedestrians and vehicles in the DMV.  Then we created a heat map to show 
where those accidents were most common.   
 
In Virginia, Arlington County had the two most dangerous roads for cyclists. Fifteen collisions involving 
cyclists and drivers occurred on North Lee Highway between Veitch and Lynn Streets.  That was only 
topped by a stretch of road between Clarendon and Wilson Boulevards between North Washington 
Boulevard and Fort Myer Drive. Eighteen collisions between bikers and cars happened in that area. 
 
In Maryland, the victims of vehicle collisions were overwhelmingly pedestrians, not cyclists.  The second 
most dangerous roadway we found for pedestrians was in Wheaton. Drivers struck twenty-three people 
along Georgia Avenue from Spring Street to Sligo Avenue. But, this number pales in comparison to the 
most dangerous road we found in Maryland: University Boulevard East in Prince George's County.  
Sixty-three pedestrians were hit along this stretch between New Hampshire Avenue and West Park 
Drive in the 3-year period. 
 
 
 
 
 



In the District, 14th Street, NW in Columbia Heights, near Target, was a big hot spot. Especially 
dangerous for cyclists. This stretch of road ranked number 2 for cyclist collisions with vehicles. A total of 
52 were reported.  But the most dangerous roadway in DC for both pedestrians and cyclists was 
composed of a few blocks north and south of the U Street corridor in Northwest. In the last 3 years 
drivers struck sixty-eight cyclists and another sixty-five pedestrians.  
 
WUSA 9 talked with the District Department of Transportation about the issues in DC.  He told us the 
city already has plans to improve things:  addressing cars blocking bicycle lanes and working on cutting 
down car congestion by creating dedicated bus lanes around the city. The city is also looking at adding 
more than 20 miles of protected bike lanes to the eleven miles already in the city. 
 
People Interviewed For This Story: 
Tim Babatz: Bicyclist 
Rachel Maisler: DC Families for Safe Streets 
Jeff Marootian: District Department of Transportation 
 

Local Issue                                                                 Military: Feres Doctrine  

January 30, 2020 (11pm/5:34 length) 
January 31, 2020 (5pm re-air/5:34 length) 
 
Army nurse Katie Blanchard warned her command something was going to happen to her. She'd tell 
coworkers she was afraid of the civilian employee she supervised. Then, court records show he almost 
killed her. But WUSA 9’s investigation uncovered she has no way to do what almost every other citizen 
can do -- hold her employer accountable. She is not allowed to sue the military for what she says they 
failed to do, protect her. 
 
On September 7, 2016,  First Lieutenant Katie Blanchard was in her office when Clifford Currie, a civilian 
employee Blanchard supervised, doused her with gasoline and set her on fire.  
 
Blanchard warned her supervisors before this date she was worried something was going to happen.  
Sworn statements in an Army investigation show Blanchard reported her fears to her supervisors. The 
investigation also says she was told "without tangible evidence that something 'bad' was going to 
happen, the sentiment by (redacted) seemed to be nothing more could be done." 
 
Less than a month later, her entire head and face were burned. 
 
Blanchard wants to sue her employer but she can't because of the Feres Doctrine. It's the Supreme 
Court ruling that prohibits active duty military from suing the government for something brought on by 
their service. This includes negligence and workplace violence. The Department of Defense explains 
repealing the Feres Doctrine would essentially create a special class within the military. It would allow 
some military members to sue, while others who are, say, injured in combat, could not.  
 
After almost seven decades, Congress finally agreed to reform part of the Feres Doctrine, following 
earlier WUSA 9 reporting -- the legislation, which the president signed, allows service-members to be 
compensated for medical malpractice. They were motivated by the green beret, who told us his story in 
September. Blanchard hopes it is a first step to changing the entire system. 



People Interviewed For Story: 
First Lieutenant Katie Blanchard  
 
Local Issue                                                                 Military: Kids and Tricare  

February 3, 2020 (11pm/4:47 length) 
February 4, 2020 (5pm re-air/4:47 length) 
 
A new study by Children's Hospital of Philadelphia reveals getting consistent care is a challenge many 
military families face. They move every two to three years, so every two to three years, they have to 
redo paperwork and find all new doctors.  
 
Chelsay Long is a military spouse with a son who has autism. When she moved to Virginia from Texas, 
she ran into all sorts of problems getting the help her son needed.  As a result, the 2-and-a-half-year-old 
has not been getting his therapies which has resulted in him taking developmental steps backwards. He 
does not talk as much, he is reverting to his old ways in social situations, and he is more withdrawn. 
 
The Philadelphia study looked at more than 87,000 children with all different kinds of health insurance. 
It found that military families with Tricare are less satisfied with access and quality of care, when 
compared to families covered by private health plans. Their satisfaction is more comparable to those 
covered by government insurance or even those who are uninsured.  
 
According to the study, some of these findings can be attributed to the challenges that are unique to 
military families -- their stresses and access to care can be different than their civilian counterparts. For 
example -- long deployments create strain -- and those children can have more medical needs. Also, 
many military bases are located in remote areas, where specialty care is hard to find. 
 
TRICARE's chief clinical officer tells WUSA 9 "Our constant focus is ensuring we deliver timely and 
accessible care in accordance with the best available medical practice. The care and support of patients 
is of paramount concern to providers and facilities across the entire Military Health System and 
throughout the TRICARE network." 
 
Officials also note the study looked at data through 2015 and since then, they've made changes 
including increased case management for special needs families and expanded coverage for autism 
services. 
 
But Chelsay experienced these issues in just the last few months. She wants Tricare to streamline 
process for moves to make it easier for families to get the care. 
 
People Interviewed For Story: 
Chelsay Long: Military Spouse 
Karen Ruedisueli: Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, Study Coordinator 
Edward Simmer: Tricare Chief Clinical Officer 
 

 

 



Local Issue                                                                 Military: Housing 

February 12, 2020 (11pm/3:02 length) 
 
"We have a long way to go." That's the message from a nonprofit working to make sure military families 
have a safe place to live. The topic was at the center of a round table meeting to discuss what WUSA 9 
been reporting on for over a year -- service-members are living in dangerous conditions with mold, pests 
and lead paint--conditions no one should have to live in, especially those who put their lives on the line 
to protect our way of life. Yet military families tell WUSA 9 it's still happening. 
 
On this day a roundtable discussion was held. Organized by M-FAN, the Military Family Advisory 
Network.  Advocates, leaders within the Department of Defense, the different branches, business and 
financial experts came together; but, the private companies that own and run the problematic base 
housing weren't invited so there could be a free-flowing conversation, say organizers, without the 
feeling of retribution. 
 
Virginia's U.S. Senator Mark Warner helped make this meeting happen. Telling WUSA 9 he believes the 
nature of military life makes this problem even harder to solve, because these families move every two 
to three years. "A lot of these private companies realize if they can out-wait the family, if they can keep 
jerking them around and putting off the repairs then ultimately that family will move away."  
 
The round table will keep working on solutions, with more discussions to come after the kickoff. And 
WUSA 9 will continue reporting on the problem until it's solved. 
 
People Interviewed For Story: 
Sen. Mark Warner: (D) Virginia  
Shannon Razsdin: Military Family Advisory Network 
 
February 24, 2020 (11pm/4:23 length) 
February 25, 2020 (5pm re-air/4:23 length) 
 
It has been a year since military families made their voices heard on Capitol Hill -- describing in painful 
detail the dangerous conditions they're living in on bases across the country. Tonight, WUSA 9 is 
questioning the Army leader brought in to fix military housing and make sure those families are safe at 
home. 
 
The man in charge, Gen.  Gus Perna is the Commander of the U.S. Army Materiel Command. He's one of 
only about a dozen four-star generals.  A big deal, having someone of that high rank focused specifically 
on this military housing conditions. 
 
Photos from bases like Virginia's Fort Belvoir show the disgusting and sometimes dangerous conditions 
military families face inside their homes. Gen. Perna has seen them firsthand when he visits families and 
tells WUSA 9 he is committed to solving the problem and holding people accountable. 
 
In order to ensure a safe future, the Army has to counter problems revealed in data WUSA 9 has been 
going through. It shows specifics from each base across the country-- for example, on Ft. Belvoir 75 
percent of the people who responded to a survey said they had issues with maintenance. Thirty-percent 
said they had concerns about mold. 



 
In the last year, Gen. Perna says he has inventoried concerns in all 87-thousand Army privatized homes, 
tracked issues and their fixes and monitored displaced families. He also has monthly calls with the CEOs 
of the seven private companies that own and run the base housing.  
 
People Interviewed for Story: 
Gen. Gus Perna: U.S. Army 
 
Local Issue                                                                 Military:  Spouse College  
         Degrees 

 
March 10, 2020 (11pm/4:05 length) 
March 11, 2020 (5pm re-air/4:05 length) 
 
When you marry into the military, you know it's going to be a different kind of life -- there will be lots of 
starting over. Most of these families change locations every two to three years. So, something seemingly 
simple becomes more complicated.  How can you get a four-year degree if you'll only be in one place for 
two years?  How can you decide what classes to take when you don't know if your credits will transfer?  
How can you help support your family if you can't get your education? 
 
Jenilyn Hatch's quest to do something that matters started about eight years ago. She's always wanted 
to be a NICU or Neonatal Intensive Care Unit nurse and began school for it. The first time in Arizona. 
Then, her husband joined the Army and they were moved to Alabama. Then came South Korea. 
Followed by Washington state and now Virginia. Each time the Army moving her family, each time her 
records show, new schools wouldn't accept many of her credits. 
 
For Jeni, a mother of five, like many military spouses, it's not only about wasted time or wasted money, 
but her family's future. She tells WUSA 9, "That's heartbreaking because I can imagine my life without 
my spouse alone but add in that now, I'm left alone with these girls that depend on me. And how are 
you going to do that without an education? You know, to be able to get any job that's acceptable." 
 
It's a tricky problem to solve.  Different schools have different requirements, there are state regulations 
to consider, certain professions ask for practical hours. It can be different everywhere you go. 
 
People Interviewed For Story: 
Jenilyn Hatch: Military Spouse & Student 
Jennifer Davis: National Military Family Association 
 
Local Issue                                                                 Education:  Statesmen College  
         Preparatory Academy 

February 13, 2020 (11pm/5:34 length) 
February 14, 2020 (5pm re-air/5:34 length 
 
When Statesmen College Preparatory Academy was enrolling students for the fall of 2018, Kevin and 
Satira Corbitt weren't completely sold on the new school. 
 



"It was a startup and what we know about startups is, it's hard. Those first couple of years, you don't 
have any cred. There's no history. No test scores," Satira said. 
 
After several meetings with Statesmen's founders, the Corbitts decided to take a risk and let their oldest 
son, Kiye, be part of the school's inaugural class. 
 
Statesmen College Preparatory Academy begins in fourth grade and will add a new class each fall, up 
until eighth grade. 
 
One of the school's founders, Shawn Hardnett, started as a teacher but spent the last decade training 
dozens of principals in DC.  
 
"Boys in Washington, DC, in our nation's capital, where resources are better than they are in other 
places, were struggling more than in other places where there are considerably less resources," 
Hardnett told WUSA 9’s Lorenzo Hall. 
 
Only 74% of black boys and 60% of Hispanic boys in DC graduated on time last school year – compared 
to 95% of their white classmates – according to data from the DC Board of Education. 
 
Hardnett and Statesmen's other founder, Rictor Craig, promised to change the way boys of color are 
educated in the District. The school went viral on the first day of class when 80 black men showed up to 
welcome the boys. 
 
They have traditional English and math lessons, but they're infused with popular black culture to help 
students better understand the subject. 
 
With 130 students, it's mandatory for teachers to keep them active most of the day. There's required 
reading between classes and, in the classroom, competitions are a key part of the curriculum. 
 
There are plenty of incentives for students who excel in class and demonstrate good behavior. A golden 
ticket to the game room is what many scholars look forward to earning daily.  
 
Though movement and momentum are priorities at Statesmen, sitting still is just as important. Students 
and teachers have scheduled mindfulness sessions each week with Student Life Director Nicole Mayes.  
 
Statesmen teachers said the way black boys behave is often misinterpreted, and that's where the 
disconnect begins. But at Statesmen, only two students were suspended during all of last year. 
 
Statesmen says it has a 96% attendance rate, and that nearly all fourth graders returned for fifth grade. 
 
People Interviewed For Story: 
Kevin and Satira Corbitt: Parents 
Kiye Corbitt: Student 
Rictor Craig: Co-Founder, Statesmen College Preparatory Academy 
Shawn Hardnett: Co-Founder, Statesmen College Preparatory Academy 
 
 
 



February 14, 2020 (11pm/6:27 length) 
February 17, 2020 (5pm re-air/6:27 length) 
 
Kevin Arnold is only in the fourth grade and dreams of becoming a math teacher and scientist. 
His grandmother, who's helping her son raise him, wants to make it reality.  The obstacles are stacked 
against her grandson, says Ms. Arnold because of where they live --- in Southeast DC – where crime and 
poverty are high.  Getting the job done at his old school was tough because Kevin says he couldn't focus. 
Ms. Arnold transferred Kevin to this startup school for black and brown boys. Statesmen College 
Preparatory Academy opened in Southeast in the fall of 2018. 
 
Shawn Hardnett is one of the founders of this public-charter school and promised to change the way  
young men of color are educated in DC. 
 
Last school year only 74 percent of black boys and 60 percent of Hispanic boys in DC graduated on time. 
This is compared to their white classmates at 95 percent according to data from the DC school system.  
 
Hardnett started as a teacher more than 20 years ago. For the last decade he's trained dozens of 
principals in DC.  He says many schools and programs are reaching students too late. 
 
Some of the school system's data shows a 96% attendance rate and nearly all students returned for year 
two. 
 
Academically, only 11-percent of students are proficient in English and about 17-percent in math.  
An indication of what teachers are up against. Half of Statesmen's students are considered at-risk of 
failing by the District. A quarter are deemed special education and a smaller fraction started at grade 
level.   
 
The young men who attend Statesmen are smothered in attention and support, including free uniforms, 
shoes, supplies and backpacks for all families. And teachers work to keep them dialed-in outside the 
classroom with camp when school's not in session.  
 
The school does have its critics.  The ACLU says "the rationale behind sex-segregated academic programs 
is bad for kids. These programs are often based on questionable science about how girls' and boys' 
brains develop and on disturbing gender stereotypes." 
 
At the end of the day, Ms. Arnold says this appears to be the right answer. She points to Kevin's progress 
in the classroom and the biggest change of all, his level of confidence.  
 
People Interviewed For Story: 
Kevin Arnold: Student 
Debra Arnold: Kevin's Grandmother 
Shawn Hardnett: Co-Founder, Statesmen 
 
Local Issue                                                                 Public Safety: Poor Living 
         Conditions in Rental 
         Housing Causes Illness in  
         Children 
 



February 19, 2020 (11pm/6:45 length) 
February 20, 2020 (5pm re-air/6:45 length) 
 
Your home should be a SAFE place -- for you and your family. For some of our neighbors -- that's not the 
case.  They're dealing with mold, mice, and bed bugs. And these conditions are leading to health 
problems for children. Some parents tell us they feel trapped. WUSA 9's Jess Arnold spent time with one 
DC family, who has spent years trying to get out. 
 
Yolanda Pinkney lives in Forest Ridge Apartments with her 8-year-old daughter, Trinity.  Trinity struggles 
to breathe because of severe asthma.  
 
The conditions at their Forest Ridge Apartment, which provides subsidized housing in DC's Ward 8, has 
already taken their toll on Trinity, says her mother. "The doctor told me she had bronchitis, asthma, you 
know eczema, allergies." 
 
Their apartment is full of mold growing on ceilings and all around the bathroom. There are also clogged 
vents with mold. Something Trinity's doctor says are asthma triggers.  
 
The DC Attorney General filed a lawsuit against the landlord in October 2018, citing multiple health and 
safety violations. DCRA said they issued $18,000 in fines against the landlord. 
 
Trinity is one of thousands of DC kids suffering from asthma. In 2018 Children's National reported nearly 
2,700 kids going to their emergency room for asthma complications. Their study reveals that about one-
quarter of their clinic's asthma patients were living in unhealthy homes, like Yolanda and Trinity's. 
 
People Interviewed For This Story: 
Yolanda Pinkney: Mother 
Trinity Johnson: Suffers from Asthma 
Dr. Shilpa Patel: Children's National 
Kathy Zeisel: Attorney, Children's Law Center 
 
 
Local Issue                                                                 Public Health:  Prince George’s 
          Trauma Center  
 
February 20, 2020 (11pm/3:35 length) 
February 21, 2020 (5pm re-air/3:35 length) 
 
Nearly 3,400 trauma patients came through the doors of UM Prince George's Hospital Center last year -- 
the second-busiest trauma center in the state. Staff said sometimes they barely have time to think 
between moving from one critical patient to the next. 
 
Because of the hospital's location in Cheverly, Maryland, hundreds of the trauma patients it treats every 
year come from DC.   It's the closest trauma center for tens of thousands of DC residents who live east of 
the Anacostia River.  But that may change soon.  Next year the hospital is scheduled to close and reopen 
in a new location in Largo, Maryland which is 10 miles away. 
 



Most patients are taken to the trauma center with life-threatening-injuries from car crashes. The second 
most common reason: gunshots and stabbings. 
 
Even though doctors are often required to deliver devastating news, most patients at the trauma center 
do survive. Hospital data shows a 96 percent survival rate for trauma patients who make it through the 
front door. 
 
The surgeons at Prince George's Hospital are worried about some of those living in DC and across the 
line in southern Maryland because in traumatic cases, every second dictates the outcome.  
 
The four primary hospitals treating trauma victims in the District -- Children's National Health, George 
Washington University Hospital, Howard University Hospital and MedStar Washington Hospital Center -- 
are all located in Northwest Washington. 
 
A research initiative is underway to figure out the specific DC neighborhoods from which victims are 
transported. 
 
A new hospital is planned for the city's east end in 2023. 
 
People Interviewed for Story: 
Kim Grady: Director of Nurses, Prince George's Hospital Trauma Center 
Dr. Brandon Bruns: Director, Prince George's Hospital Trauma Center 
Roy'Nall Hill: Patient, Prince George's Hospital Trauma Center 
 
Local Issue                                                                 Policing and Public Safety: 
         DC Crime Underreporting 
 
February 25, 2020 (11pm/4:02 length) 
February 26, 2020 5pm re-air/4:02 length) 
 
A woman standing outside a liquor store. Next thing she knows a man allegedly slashes her face and 
neck.  That might sound like an "assault with a dangerous weapon."  A felony charge that can get you 
ten years in prison.  But that's not the way investigators reported it. Instead, classifying the alleged 
crime as a "simple assault." "Simple Assault" is a misdemeanor that only carries a maximum of 6-months 
in jail. 
 
Months later, a night of drinking between a man and his boyfriend ends in domestic violence. 
The suspect grabbing his partner and putting a knife to his neck while screaming profanities at him. 
Does that sound like an assault with a dangerous weapon? Or even an aggravated assault – also a 
felony? Not according to a police report obtained by WUSA 9 which shows investigators on the scene 
once again opted to classify the alleged attack as that less serious: misdemeanor "simple assault." 
In the end - those police reports showing - neither case ended up being prosecuted. 
 
So why would MPD seemingly downplay crimes in the district by labeling them less serious than they 
were? Two veteran officers say it is all by design.   
 
 



WUSA 9 has now obtained the internal police reports and emails Sargent Charlotte Djossou and Officer 
Tabitha Knight handed over to DC Council last month.  When they took the extraordinary step of going 
public with claims: some DC Police supervisors are ordering investigators to downgrade crime 
classifications from more serious crimes…to less serious ones.  To make the city's crime stats look better. 
 
In addition to those two assault cases, the paperwork WUSA 9 obtained includes evidence non-violent 
crimes are being downplayed as well. We found an email from a MPD Captain in the Fourth District. He 
instructs officers to stop using the classification of Theft in the second degree where the value of the 
property stolen is under $25. Instead - the Captain writes - officers should use a charge you've probably 
never heard of. "Taking Property Without Right."  An obscure crime designation which carries a 
maximum of three months in jail rather than the six-month sentence that could come with a theft 
charge. Subsequent emails show three separate cases where officers followed that Captains directive -
reclassifying theft charges to that lesser known "Taking Property Without Right" charge.  In two of those 
cases, citing a "lack of solvability factors" as part of the reason.  That didn't sit well with Sgt. Djossou and 
Officer Knight, and apparently, it didn't sit well with the District Commander either.  Who, months later, 
stepped in to reverse that Captain’s order in another email. 
 
If you look at MPD's crime data webpage, only the most serious offenses, like assault with a dangerous 
weapon, and theft, are highlighted and reported. What you won't find are those less serious crime 
classifications like "simple assault" or "Taking Property Without Right." Which the officers say, not only 
skews public perception on how safe DC is, but also, impacts how the city uses it resources to fight 
crime. 
 
People Interviewed for Story: 
Sgt. Charlotte Djossou: Metropolitan Police Dept 
Officer Tabitha Knight: Metropolitan Police Dept 
Sandra Jackson: Executive Director, House of Ruth 
 
March 4, 2020 (11pm show/4:23 length) 
 
A whistleblower from DC Police Department in her first interview.  She's talking openly about the crime 
underreporting she says she's witnessed inside MPD.  Chief Investigative reporter Eric Flack sits down 
one-on-one with that whistleblower.  Asking the question, why she came forward.  
 
Sergeant Charlotte Djossou, a 15-year MPD veteran previously honored for her service by Police Chief 
Peter Newsham is going public with stunning allegations about what she says is going on in her own 
department. She claims DC police supervisors are ordering investigators to downgrade crime 
classifications form more serious crimes to less serious ones. All to make the city's crime stats look 
better. 
 
The Sergeant says internal documents she handed over to DC Council, now obtained by WUSA 9, suggest 
DC police commanders regularly instructed patrol officers to underreport crimes. Included in those 
internal MPD documents two different police reports.  One which said the victim had her throat slashed. 
A second, which reported a man had a knife held to his neck in a case of domestic violence.  But instead 
of "assault with a dangerous weapon." A felony charge that can get you ten years in prison.  
Investigators classified both alleged crimes as a "simple assault."  A misdemeanor that only carries a 
maximum of 6-months in jail. 
 



Djossou also showed DC Council an internal email which shows a shooting victim, who walked into 
Washington Hospital Center on his own for treatment, had his case changed from assault with a 
dangerous weapon to pending investigation.  Likely, she said, because that gunshot victim wouldn't 
cooperate with police.  But here's the thing. She says if a shooting is classified as a pending investigation, 
instead of a firearms or assault case, which she says it should be regardless of whether a victim 
cooperates, that once again doesn't get reflected in crime stats.  Making it one more case of violence 
Sgt. Djossou says is hidden from the public. 
 
Djossou says she first went to her supervisors to complain about crime underreporting in 2015. 
And claims she faced retaliation from her supervisors for coming forward.  Poor reviews. Longer shifts. 
Missed promotions.  In a statement, MPD flatly denied Djossou was retaliated against.  
 
WUSA 9 sent a list of more than a dozen questions to DC Police about those internal documents the 
whistleblowers handed over to DC Council. MPD never responded.  But in response to a couple of new 
questions based off our interview , the department sent WUSA 9 these responses:  
 
We asked: Was Sgt. Djossou retaliated against by her supervisors for bringing alleged crime 
underreporting to light? 
 
MPD's Answer? "No. If any member of the Metropolitan Police Department feels they are the subject of 
retaliation, we urge them to contact our Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Investigations Division so 
they may conduct an investigation. At the MPD, each protected class is afforded a workplace free of 
retaliatory and discriminatory behavior."  
 
We also asked DC Police: Do DC Police Supervisors and Commanders receive awards and promotions 
based on lower crime stats, as Sgt. Djossou alleges in our interview as the motivation for crime 
underreporting? 
 
MPD's Answer: "A Crime Reduction Award is presented annually to the entire Police District that 
experienced the highest percentage of crime reduction. Promotions are based on a number of factors, 
but the member must exhibit a career worth of integrity, vision, accountability and leadership skills.  In 
regard to our District Commanders and supervisors, we have some of the top law enforcement leaders 
in the country."  
 
March 5, 2020 (11pm/3:16 length) 
 
In this story,  DC Police Chief Peter Newsham is confirming – multiple internal investigations into crime 
underreporting in his own department. The admission came in front of a DC Council committee hearing, 
and after a WUSA 9 investigation into whistleblower allegations that DC Police Supervisors are 
downgrading crimes to make the city's crime stats look better. 
 
Under questioning by Councilmember Charles Allen, Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary and 
Public Safety, which has oversight over MPD, Chief Newsham denied a department wide effort to 
downgrade crimes. But Chief Newsham said, it's not unheard of either. 
 
 
 



WUSA 9 got ahold this email, written by a Captain in the Fourth District, instructing officers to stop using 
the classification of Theft in the second degree where the value of the property stolen is under $25. 
Instead, the Captain said officers should use a charge you've probably never heard of: "Taking Property 
Without Right." An obscure crime designation which carries a maximum of three months in jail rather 
than the six-month sentence that could come with a theft charge. 
 
Newsham said an internal investigation found just shy of 200 cases in the Fourth District ended up with 
that lesser crime designation.  And that the Captain who gave the order felt it was unfair for low level 
offenders to face the more serious theft charge.  That's an idea the Chief is open to, but, he said it's also 
a policy change that would need to be made city wide not by a district captain.   
 
After that internal review, Newsham says all the cases that got that lower crime designation were 
returned to the more serious theft charges. But what about violent offenses? The whistleblowers also 
handed over cases they say should have been charged as felony assault with a dangerous weapon, that 
were classified as misdemeanor simple assault.  The Chief didn't talk about those cases specifically, but 
did tell Councilmember Allen, there have been a number of other internal investigations into alleged 
down grading of crime classifications within MPD.  Chief Newsham did not know the exact number of 
cases, or the details.  But he did tell Councilmember Allen, his staff would pull all that information and 
get it to him, as soon as he could.   
 
Chief Newsham said there is always going to be a gray area with some crime classifications.  
And that part of a police supervisors job is to review how a crime was classified, especially in cases 
handled by less experienced officers.  If an officer feels like their case was downgraded incorrectly, it's 
up to that officer to take it up the chain of command. 
 
Local Issue                                                                 Children: Maryland and 
         Underage Marriage 
 
 
March 13, 2020 (11pm show/5:02 length) 
March 16, 2020 (5pm re-air/5:02 length) 
 
Sasha Taylor tries to block out the memories of her childhood. Which she says was taken from her, way 
too soon. There are only two photos she still has from that time in her life. The rest, she destroyed, 
trying to wipe away the pain of a forced arranged marriage when she was just 15 years old. Sasha says 
her home life was abusive. And her mother decided arranging a marriage to a 22-year-old man was her 
daughter's only way out. 
 
Research from the Tahirih Justice Center shows child marriage happens for a variety of reasons.  From 
forced arranged marriages based on cultural traditions.  To teens, mostly young girls, who are preyed 
upon by older men.  Convinced to marry, then left without any resources to escape the relationship if 
and when things go bad. 
 
Tahirih Senior Policy Counsel Jeanne Smoot said since 2016, 21 states have passed laws to end or limit 
child marriage.  Including Maryland's neighbors: Virginia and Delaware. But year after year, Maryland 
lawmakers have failed to enact similar legislation. 
 



Not only can you still legally marry in Maryland at age 16, Maryland is now one of only 6 states that still 
has what's known as a "pregnancy exception." Allowing a 15-year-old girl to get married if she is 
pregnant and has consent from a parent.  Even if the man she's marrying is considerably older. 
 
WUSA 9 looked into the numbers and discovered since 2016, when lawmakers had their first chance to 
pass child marriage reform, more than 250 minors have gotten married in the Maryland. Many, coming 
from out of state to take advantage of the state's lax laws. Including a 16-year-old girl who came all the 
way from Pennsylvania to marry a 33-year-old man. And a 15-year-old girl who crossed the border from 
Delaware to marry her 22-year-old boyfriend under that pregnancy exception. 
 
On this day,  Sasha Taylor took her story to the Maryland State House. Pleading with lawmakers to 
change the marrying age in the state. Taylor, who moved to our area to escape her abusive past, it was a 
chance to show lawmakers firsthand the toll child marriage can take. She says, it took her three 
devastating years before she was finally able to get out. 
 
People Interviewed For This Story: 
Sasha Taylor: Married at 15 
Jeane Smooth: Senior Counsel for Public Policy and Strategy, Tahirih Justice Center 
 
Local Issue                                                                 Health Matters 
 
January 30, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:53 length) 
Healthier Food Options  
Reporter: Megan Rivers 
 
The "chicken sandwich wars" have provided plenty for us to chew on - but there's a more serious food 
fight brewing east of the Anacostia. This is over Church's Chicken.  The company wants to build a 
restaurant in Ward-7. But, community leaders are fighting for healthier options. 
 
According to America’s Health Rankings, about 26 percent of people have been diagnosed with high 
blood pressure in Washington, D.C.  If you break those numbers down by race—17 percent of white 
Americans have the disease, just over 9 percent of Hispanics and nearly 41 percent of African Americans 
have the disease. That’s more than the national average and that is why leaders in Ward 7 want 
healthier food options. 
 
 Interviews include Tyrell Holcomb, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 7 F Chair and Tiffany Johnson, 
Ward 7 Resident.   
 
February 5, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air)/2:03 length) 
Only Make Believe 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
Only Make Believe is a non-profit arts organization that serves children in hospitals, care-facilities, and 
special education programs by engaging them through interactive theatre. They create and perform 
scripts that allow children to tap into the transformative power of their imagination.  One study found 
smiling can help reduce stress in tense situations, and another study linked smiling/happiness to living a 
longer life. 
 



February 12, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:58 length) 
Black Men’s Health 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
A DC man transformed his body and mind losing 100-pounds. Aaron Lindsay made the decision to get 
healthy to break the cycle of black men dying from health disparities that come from being overweight. 
He now works to inspire others to eat better and work out as a fitness instructor. He has dedicated his 
life and career to helping other men become healthier. 
 
Feb. 19, 2020 (9am/60 minutes length)  

Kristen Berset-Harris was live at the Kentland Community Center in Prince George’s County where she 
reported on the available tests, screenings and health information available at WUSA 9’s Health Matters 
event.  Show included interviews with health specialists, live demonstrations and sharing of health 
information.  WUSA 9 partnered with Prince George's County Health Department and Prince George’s 
County Parks and Recreation.    

February 27, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:43 length) 
District Running Collective  
Reporter: Megan Rivers  
 
Established in 2013, District Running Collective is a free community-based organization that uses 
running to promote wellness, culture, and community. 
 
Local Issue                                                                 Coronavirus:  Fact Not Fear 
 
February 28, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:40 length) 
Japanese father talks about living in Japan amid Covid-19 outbreak 
Reporter: Mikea Turner 
 
A Japanese local, Mike Suzuki, explains what life is like living under quarantine one day after Japanese 
government shut down schools for a month there.  
 
March 2, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Coronavirus’s effect on college study aboard programs  

Former president of Brandeis University and Secretary/CEO of The Phi Beta Kappa Society, Frederick M. 
Lawrence, discussed the difficult situation both universities and students are dealing with concerning 
study abroad programs and the coronavirus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 4, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:00 length) 
Cherry Blossoms x Coronavirus Concerns 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
The official start of Spring is on March 19, but people in the DC area are already talking about cherry 
blossoms. Organizers of the National Cherry Blossom Festival announced their plans for the festival this 
year, and the National Park Service is forecasting when the cherry blossom trees will be in peak bloom. 
However, concerns about the coronavirus outbreak in other parts of the world could have an impact on 
attendance. (Mike Litterest/NPS) 
 
March 6, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
Japanese Exchange Program Cancels Trip  
Reporter: Mikea Turner 
 
Popular Japanese exchange program canceled host experience for students. Interviewee: Ogawa Tetsuo, 
Clinton Shand and Samuel Anotado.  
 

March 10, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Coronavirus In Pets 

Interview with Dr. Christine Klippen, veterinarian at Friendship Animal Hospital. Dr. Klippen discusses 
COVID-19 in pets. She also discusses preparing with adequate food and medication for your pet while 
social distancing.  

March 11, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:15 length) 
Title: Coronavirus and Travel Restrictions 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
The travel and tourism industries have been impacted by the coronavirus outbreak. A lot of people are 
bailing on trips after the U.S. State Department advised against cruise travel, and as big tourism events 
are canceled across the country. Travel agents in the DC area said if the coronavirus outbreak gets 
worse, it could really upset their businesses. (Vanessa Bowling Ajavon) 
 
March 17, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:25 length) 
Online Yoga  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
Restaurants and fitness centers are all feeling the impact from the coronavirus. Now many small 
business owners are trying to get creative. Some of them turning to delivery services, others forced to 
move their business 100 percent online. Dan Carter, Danimal Yoga Studio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 17, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:04 length) 
Coronavirus Businesses  
Reporter: Matt Gregory 
 
Several automotive repair and service stations have changed their business model to deal with the 
coronavirus. They are doing essentially delivery and takeout of vehicles to stay open. WUSA 9  talked to 
Bryan Jewitt of Casey’s Automotive and Jason Yates of Yates Auto service. 
 
March 18, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:13 length) 
Coronavirus NCAA Tournament Financial Losses 
Reporter: Gio Insignares 
 
A look at the financial losses from the lack of an NCAA Tournament this year.  
 
March 18, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:00 length) 
Mobile Hope 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
Schools across the DMV are closed for the foreseeable future over concerns of the coronavirus. This 
closure leaves thousands of students without access to a meal each day.  One local non-profit wants to 
help. Mobile Hope plans to feed 17-hundred kids every day across Loudoun County. Donna Fortier, 
Mobile Hope Founder. 
 
March 18, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:40 length) 
DC Mutual Aid Network 
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
The DC Mutual Aid Network helps to create a rapid response to some of their community's most 
pressing needs during the coronavirus outbreak. (Samantha Davis) 
 
March 18, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
AARP advice on caregiving  

Interview with Bill Walsh, AARP’s Coronavirus Response Lead shares while many Americans are focused 
on personal and public health concerns during the coronavirus crisis, AARP shines a light on the 40 
million unpaid family caregivers in the United States. Many caregivers routinely carry out difficult health 
care tasks without adequate training, and coronavirus is likely to exacerbate their stress. 

March 19, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:24 length) 
Homeless Population More Vulnerable to COVID-19 Exposure 
Reporter: Megan Rivers 
 
People experiencing homelessness can get screened for the coronavirus by Unity Healthcare. Megan 
spoke with Catherine Crossland, the director of Unity Healthcare. 
 
 
 
 



March 19, 2020 (4:30am and 5am re-air/:45 length) 
Coronavirus Netflix Watch Party 
 
With the virus keeping most people at home, a new feature by Netflix lets you hang out with friends 
while still applying social distancing. 
 
March 20, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:47 length) 
DC Hostel Owner  
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
The economic blow from coronavirus impact is not only crippling the hotel industry. Small businesses, 
such as hostels in the DC area could be forced to shut down. Linas Matiukas, U Street Hostel. 
 
March 20, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:26 length) 
Wedding Planning 
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
Coronavirus impact on brides and the wedding industry. Kawania Wooten, Event planner  
 
Fridays, March 20 and March 27, 2020 (4:30am and 5:30am re-air/1:40-2:00 length) 
Coronavirus Weekly Streaming Picks 
Reporter: Gio Insignares 
 
Quarantine life means no movie theaters in the foreseeable future. So WUSA 9 picks 3 things to stream 
for you and the family this weekend. 
 
March 20, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length)  
Grocery store supply chain during COVID-19  

Interview with Leslie Sarasin, President and CEO of The Food Industry Association gives an update on 
how the grocery supply chain is flexing and demonstrating its resilience during this crisis and provide 
food to Americans.  
 
March 21, 2020 (7am/1:14 length) 
Shamrock Social Distancing  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
As we all cope with the coronavirus outbreak, a lot of families are coming up with new ways to keep 
their kids active while everyone's at home. Neighbors in Fairfax County came up with a fun way to pass 
the time with a shamrock scavenger hunt. Shawna Garrett, Parent. 
 
March 21, 2020 (7am/1:28 length) 
LGBTQ Homeless Shelter 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
A homeless shelter for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning LGBTQ youth said it is seeing 
an increase in clients since the coronavirus hit the DC area. Larry Villegas, Casa Ruby. 
 



March 22, 2020 (7am/1:30 length) 
Virtual Church Services  
Reporter: Mikea Turner  
 
Churches moving worship online because of covid-19. Interviewee: Rev. Omari Hughes 
 
March 22, 2020 (7am/1:30 length) 
DC Teacher Tips  
Reporter: Mikea Turner 
 
Local DC teacher/mom gives tips on help small children with instruction. Interviewee: Ariel Horton  
 
March 23, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:01 length) 
Funerals and Social Distancing  
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
You may not be allowed to attend your loved ones' funeral during coronavirus pandemic. 
Federal recommendations on mass gatherings limit the number of people who can show up to funerals 
to say their final goodbyes. Andre Thompson and Michael Post, Funeral Home Owners. 
 
March 23, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Kevin Bacon Starts The #IStayHomeFor  
 
Interview with actor Kevin Bacon who started the social media challenge #IStayHomeFor to encourage 
people to stay home during the coronavirus pandemic.  
 
March 24, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:05 length) 
Special Needs Students  
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
As students in the District prepared to be out of school for at least another month, some parents raised 
concerns over what is being done to help children with special needs. Cathy Miler, parent of special 
needs student. 
 
March 24, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:23 length) 
Olympic Impact Athletes 
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
It's looking likely that athletes hoping to compete in the Tokyo Olympic Games will have to wait. The 
games will probably be postponed until next year because of the coronavirus -- that's according to the 
longest serving member of the IOC. Canada and Australia already pulled its athletes out because of 
health concerns. We spoke with some local Olympic hopefuls about how they feel about all of the 
uncertainty. Thaddeus Babiec, Team USA Rowing; Changa Anderson, Trampoline athlete; Angela 
Anderson, Changa’s mother. 
 
 
 
 



March 24, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:37 length) 
Lessons from South Korea 
Reporter: Matt Gregory 
 
One government that seems to have the coronavirus outbreak under control is South Korea. Matt 
Gregory spoke to Jennifer Dahlgren Lodge, an American living in South Korea, to find out how the nation 
slowed the spread--all without a full lockdown. 
 
March 24, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:06 length) 
Coronavirus Impact on Loneliness 
Reporter: Gio Insignares 
 
Isolation can lead to loneliness, and it’s an aspect of mental health we should all take seriously. What’s 
the impact of this pandemic on loneliness and what are some of the ways you can help yourself? 
 
March 25, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:07 length) 
Coronavirus Internet Bandwidth 
Reporter: Gio Insignares 
 
With almost everyone at home working, playing, and streaming – the internet is handling a lot at the 
moment. Will internet performance decline while we stay at home or is it something we don’t need to 
worry about? 
 
March 24, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Conflict Resolution During Quarantining  
 
Interview with conflict resolution expert, Damali Peterman, about ways to resolve tension between 
family members who are experiencing prolonged time together during self-quarantining and social 
distancing.  
 
March 24, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
How To Support Tipped Workers  
 
Interview with Angel Wallace, Founder and CEO of TIPNPOST about how she’s created a way to help 
support workers without a job who relied heavily on tips.  
 
March 25, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:42 length) 
Quarantine Parties  
Reporter: Mikea Turner  
 
DJs around the country are throwing virtual parties. Interviewee: DJ Quick Silva 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 25, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:24 length) 
DC Native Living in China 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
China was the first country to be hit with the coronavirus outbreak and still has the most amount of 
cases in the world. Tens of thousands of Americans live and work in China. Julian Quander told WUSA 9 
what it was like living and working in China when the coronavirus first surfaced in December 2019. 
(Julian Quander) 
 
March 25, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Wellness Tips During Social Distancing 
 
Interview with fitness expert Bianca Jade who shared her tips for working out when you can’t go out. 
Jade emphasized with the spread of coronavirus, our daily routines are being impacted, including our 
workouts. But there are a few things Americans can do to stay healthy and fit at home. 
 
March 25, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
At Home Learning With Steve Hartman   
 
Interview with Steve Hartman of CBS News about his Kindness 101 online classes he’s been hosting on 
Facebook Live to help parents with online learning and entertainment while kids are out of school due 
to the coronavirus.  
 
March 26, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:32 length) 
Red Cross Blood Shortage 
Reporter: Mikea Turner 
 
Pastor Charlie Dawes turned the sanctuary at Metro Church in Fairfax into a site for people to donate 
blood. Since the outbreak of Covid-19, the American Red Cross has struggled to find facilities that would 
house blood drives. Pastor Charlie Dawes, Metro Church;  Lisa Futterman, American Red Cross. 

 
March 26, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:26 length) 
Meals for Seniors 
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
Restaurant in Fredericksburg came together with community support to feed the elderly and hospital 
staff during the coronavirus. They make daily deliveries with the help of staff and customer volunteers. 
Maria Martin-Juan More Taco owner  
 
March 26, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:19 length) 
Parents Teaching from Home 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
Because schools are closed for the foreseeable future, parents have been forced to get creative as they 
bring the classroom into the house. We spoke with several parents who have a background in education 
to get advice. Brittany Greer, Parent & Founder of “Rosie Riveters”; Shawna Garrett, Parent. 
 
 



March 26, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:54 length) 
NBA Potential Lost Revenue  
Reporter: Gio Insignares 
 
Upwards of $1 billion could be lost for the NBA if play doesn’t resume, according to some analysis. That 
money could affect how teams sign players next year.  
 
March 26, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Helping Kids Connect With Nature 
 
Interview with David Mizajewski, a naturalist at the National Wildlife Federation, about their free 
resources to help kids learn about the outdoors while they are out of school due to the coronavirus.  
 
March 26, 2020 (9am/3 minutes length) 
At Home Workout With Denise Austin   
 
Fitness instructor and author, Denise Austin shares an at home workout with our viewers to help them 
stay healthy and fit while everyone is self-quarantining and social distancing during COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
March 27, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:10 length) 
Beauty Industry 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
Hair salons, barbershops, and places people go to get their nails done are all shut down in DC, Maryland, 
and Virginia. The shut down of some businesses in the area is an effort by local leaders to help stop the 
spread of the coronavirus. Chet Bennett, Bennett Career Institutes 
 
March 27, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:09 length) 
Sweat DC Online 
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
Sweat DC and other boutique gyms are having to reinvent themselves to stay alive. Many of them have 
turned to virtual classes to keep their staff employed and their members together. Gerard Burley, Sweat 
DC . 
 
March 28, 2020 (7am/1:37 length) 
NOVA Therapeutic Riding  
Reporter: Nicole Di Antonio 
 
For years, the Northern Virginia Therapeutic Riding Program has been a staple in Clifton Virginia. It’s a 
non-profit bringing strength and joy to the community. But following the spread of the coronavirus, 
they've had to suspend operations at the farm and look for new ways to serve their community. 
Executive Director Kelsey Gallagher say they decided to bring the services online as a way to stay 
involved with the community while they practice social distancing.  
 
 
 
 



March 30, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:54 length) 
Domestic Violence 
Reporter: Megan Rivers 
 
During a health crisis like the one we're in now… we're finding ourselves trapped inside. But for people 
living in an abusive relationship… they can find themselves trapped with their abusers. Social distancing 
can make it more difficult to get out of a bad situation. Aisha Braveboy, Prince George's County State's 
Attorney; Lisalyn Jacobs, Move to End Violence 
 
March 30, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:27 length) 
Food Photographer 
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
The coronavirus pandemic has been devastating for many businesses.  Some restaurants have been 
forced to close their doors completely--others are hanging on --thanks to carry out orders. There's a 
local photographer who is doing everything she can to save these restaurants. Laura Chase De Formigny 
is offering free food photography for businesses that need help. 
 
March 30, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:00 length) 
Mama Angelinas  
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
When the coronavirus hit the DMV, it shut down a lot of the traffic around Angelina Pappas’ restaurant, 
which left her to grapple with some of her worst fears. Kouzina Angelina's relied on foot traffic from 
bars and lounges to help contribute to its business’ success. The pizza shop is the family’s only source of 
income. (Angelina Pappas) 
 
March 30, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/1:56 length) 
Toilet Paper Hoarding 
Reporter: Matt Gregory 
 
Where has all the toilet paper gone? Dr. Mary Alvord, a psychologist from Bethesda, explains why 
people hoard toilet paper and other staples during times of uncertainty. 
 
March 30, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Biggest Loser Host Shares Tips To Stay Healthy During COVID-19  
 
Interview with host of Biggest Loser, Bob Harper, who shared health and wellness ideas to do from 
home in the age of COVID-19, including at-home workouts, mindfulness, meditation and good nutrition.   
 
March 31, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:03 length) 
Religious Traditions 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
The Death of a loved one and religious traditions that usually follow may be impacted with DMV’s stay-
at-home orders and stricter national guidelines on mass gatherings amid the coronavirus pandemic. The 
regulations are forcing some families to break away from religious traditions. Michael Post, Funeral 
Home Owner 



 
March 31, 2020 (5am and 6am re-air/2:20 length) 
$1200 Coronavirus Stimulus Check: Is it Enough? 
Reporter: Gio Insignares 
 
Millions of Americans will get a $1200 check within the next few weeks, thanks to the coronavirus relief 
package passed by congress. But how far can that money actually go? 
 
March 5, 2020 (7pm/30 minutes length) 
The Q&A Coronavirus Special  

Our news team recognized early on that Coronavirus was going to soon be a major issue in our 
community.  

WUSA9’s half hour special was centered around several key subject matter experts who could answer a 
wide-variety of questions from our audience.  

They included, Infectious Disease Specialist, Dr. Linda Nahba, who answered questions on everything 
about who is most vulnerable to the virus to how to protect yourself from infection.  Peter Greenberg, 
CBS Travel Expert provided tips on how to travel safely with your family during this time.  

The show also featured local restaurant workers who were concerned about where they could seek 
financial help, if they miss work because they are sick.  

WUSA 9 Data Investigator Jordan Fischer used statistics to help explain to viewers why the focus on 
coronavirus is greater than concerns over the flu.  

MARCH VERIFY ON-AIR QUESTIONS 

With so many rumors and misinformation out there,  it can be hard to know what’s real and what’s 
not.  WUSA 9’s VERIFY team answered questions from the community about the coronavirus with vetted 
experts, original documents and fact-checking to get to the truth.  Segments were from :45-2:15 in 
length. 

Answered Questions: 

Can having asthma put me at a greater risk for COVID? 
Is this diagram of a COVID test real? 
Are quarantine orders enforceable? 
Can taking ibuprofen make COVID worse?  
If I donate blood will they test it for COVID? 
Is loss of smell/taste a symptom of COVID? 
Are homemade masks going to put me at a greater risk? 
Is it possible to make my own hand sanitizer? 
Is hand sanitizer dangerous for pets?| 
Can you test positive twice for COVID?| 
Can warming your nostrils with a hair dryer help prevent against COVID? 
Do hand dryers spread COVID? 
Can I get free baby formula if my grocery store ran out during the rush on the stores?| 



Will gargling with warm water get rid of the virus? 
Do mosquitos spread COVID? 

 
Local Issue                                                                 Women’s History Month 
 
March 5, 2020 (9am/4 minutes length) 
“The Firsts” 

Interview with Jennifer Steinhauer author of “THE FIRSTS: The Inside Story of The Women Reshaping 
Congress.”  Steinhauer discusses that the 116th Congress boasts the greatest number of female 
members ever: 106 women in the House of Representatives and 25 in the Senate. And beyond gender, 
22 percent of the House and Senate in 2019 were members of racial or ethnic minorities, a percentage 
that has steadily increased over the last decade. 

Friday, March 6, 2020  (9am/60 minutes length) 
One hour show dedicate to International Women’s Day 

BGR!FEST (9am-4 minutes length)  

Interview with Simone Eccleston, Director of Hip Hop Culture & Contemporary Music, The Kennedy 
Center and Beverly Bond, Founder and CEO of BLACK GIRLS ROCK! The guests discuss how The Kennedy 
Center and BLACK GIRLS ROCK!™ collaborated to co-produce the second annual BLACK GIRLS ROCK! 
Festival™ (BGR!FEST™), an immersive multi-day live experience curated to celebrate the cultural 
contributions of Black women artists, thought leaders, and creatives. The festival took place during 
International Women’s Day weekend, March 5-8, across the Kennedy Center.  

WE ARE NOT HERE TO BE BYSTANDERS (9am-4 minutes length)  

Author and civil rights activist Linda Sarsour talked about her new book “WE ARE NOT BYSTANDERS”.  
The book shares her life as a Brooklyn, as a Palestinian Muslim American, feminist, and empowered 
moved her to become a globally recognized activist on behalf of marginalized communities across the 
country. 

The She Suite Summit (9am-4 minutes length)  

Interview with Melissa Dawn Simkins CEO, Velvet Suite and Founder, The She-Suite Summit about 
personal branding to become a successful woman. Melissa Dawn Simkins has worked with celebrities 
such as Shania Twain and Mary J. Blige, as well as Fortune 100 companies like Procter & Gamble and 
Kraft. She offered leadership and personal branding tips, as well as helping you uncover your own 
definition of success, no matter where you are in your career 

She is … women’s empowerment lunch (9am-4 minutes length) 

Interview with Vic Jagger from Majic 102.3 and 92.7 and Cheryl Jackson from Praise 104.1  The radio 
hosts discuss “She is...” an afternoon of elegance to celebrate the “SHE“ in you. This is a Women's 
empowerment luncheon in honor of Women's History Month. They honored women who are 
committed to public service, community activism, ministry, sports, and making amazing strides in 
business.  



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

JANUARY 2020 

 

FACE THE NATION 

01/05/20 Guests: Holly Williams, CBS News foreign correspondent (1); David Martin, CBS News 
chief national security correspondent (1); Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Trump 
administration (2); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Senate Foreign Relations Committee (3); 
Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT), Senate Foreign Relations Committee (4); General David 
Petraeus (retired), former director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), Obama 
administration (5); Tom Perez, chairman, Democratic National Committee (DNC) (6) 

1) Topics include: Iran’s preparations for a possible response to the U.S. drone strike 
that killed their top military general, Qasem Soleimani / threat to restart their nuclear 
program / President Trump’s tweets threatening retaliation / reactions from the region 

2) Topics include: decision to eliminate Soleimani / continuing threats posed by Iran / 
President’s threats should Iran retaliate / criticism of the Obama administration / 
debate in Iraq over the presence of U.S. troops / diplomatic efforts / reactions from the 
region / classified threat behind the President’s decision for the drone strike 

3) Topics include: defense of the U.S. drone strike that killed Soleimani / support for the 
Trump administration’s Iran strategy 

4) Topics include: lack of consultation with Congress before the drone strike / potential 
risks associated with the killing of Soleimani / criticism of Trump’s Iran policy / reason 
why he uses the words ‘execute’ and assassinate’ when referring to Soleimani’s death / 
why the Trump administration has the responsibility to get authorization from Congress 
before taking action 

5) Topics include: U.S. drone strike that killed Iran’s top military general, Qasem 
Soleimani / Iran’s possible response / Iran’s economy / importance of not 
underestimating the regime / need for a strong U.S. strategy 

6) Topics include: CBS News Battleground Tracker poll results / lack of minority 
candidates on the next debate stage / standards to make the debate stage / grassroots 
fundraising versus self-financing campaigns 

01/12/20 Guests: Mark Esper, Secretary of Defense, Trump administration (1); Representative 
Adam Schiff (D-CA), chairman, House Intelligence Committee (2); Senator Mike Lee (R-
UT) (3) (5); Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA) (4); John Kerry, former Secretary of State, Obama 
administration (6); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (7) 

 

 

 



1) Topics include: current situation in Iran / protests in Iran against the Ayatollah / 
Trump administration’s standing offer to negotiate / unintentional downing of a 
Ukrainian passenger jet by Iran / classified briefing of the ‘Gang of Eight’ / Esper’s lack of 
knowledge regarding President Trump’s claim of an imminent threat against U.S. 
embassies / expressed frustration at his briefing / U.S troop presence in Iraq; news 
related to Saudi Arabia -- investigation of the shooting in Pensacola and ‘burden sharing’ 
in exchange of U.S. troop deployment 

2) Topics include: reaction to Esper’s claims about the ‘Gang of Eight’ classified briefing, 
of which he is a member / CIA director Gina Haspel; impeachment investigation / 
possibility of subpoenaing John Bolton / need for witnesses in the Senate trial 

3) Topics include: opinion that the threat assessment should have been shared with the 
rest of Congress / praise for the President / support for the U.S. drone strike that killed 
Iran’s General Qasem Soleimani 

4) Topics include: President Trump’s claim of an imminent threat against U.S. embassies 
/ need to get authorization from Congress / proposed Iran war powers resolution with 
Senator Lee 

5) Topics include: proposed Iran war powers resolution with Senator Kaine / assurance 
he received that Congress will be consulted if there are future plans for military action 
against Iran 

6) Topics include: support for Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden / criticism 
from fellow candidate Bernie Sanders on Biden’s vote to help authorize the war in Iraq / 
Biden’s foreign policy on Iran / reaction to President Trump’s tweet from this morning 
criticizing the Iran nuclear deal, Kerry, and the release of a cash settlement to Iran 

7) a reporter’s notebook from Tehran, on the week in Iran   

01/19/20 Guests: Representative Jerry Nadler (D-NY), chairman, House Judiciary Committee (1); 
Senator John Cornyn (R-TX) (2); Gary Cohn, former director, National Economic Council 
(3); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (4), Susan Page, USA Today (4), Weijia Jiang, 
CBS News White House correspondent (4), Ed O’Keefe, CBS News political 
correspondent, (4); Jan Crawford, CBS News chief legal correspondent (5) 

1) Topics include: White House response to House impeachment articles: abuse of 
power and obstruction of justice / upcoming Senate impeachment trial / witnesses / 
Trump’s legal team 

2) Topics include: impeachment trial rules / Democrats’ legal brief; removal of 
Ambassador Yovanovitch 

3) Topics include: possibility of an upcoming recession; Phase One trade deal with China; 
USMCA trade deal; corporate tax rates / income inequality / proposed tax policies from 
Democratic presidential candidates Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren; his undecided 
2020 vote 



4) Topics include: Senate impeachment trial / potential political impact on Democrats 
and Republicans / senators running for the Democratic presidential nomination 

5) Topics include: Chief Justice Roberts’ impact on the impeachment trial; Virginia 
legislature’s vote ratifying the Equal Rights Amendment 

01/26/20 Guests: Ramy Inocencio, CBS News Asia correspondent (1); Senator Tom Cotton (R-AR) 
(2); Representative Jason Crow (D-CO), Impeachment manager (3); Anthony Salvanto, 
CBS News Elections and Surveys director (4); Pete Buttigieg, former Mayor of South 
Bend, Indiana, 2020 Democratic presidential candidate (5); Kelsey Snell, NPR (6), 
Ramesh Ponnuru, National Review, Bloomberg Opinion (6), David Nakamura, The 
Washington Post (6); Phil Rucker, The Washington Post, co-author, “A Very Stable 
Genius: Donald J. Trump's Testing of America” (6) 

 Guest Correspondent: Ed O’Keefe, CBS News Political correspondent (5) 

1) a report from Beijing, China on the spread of the coronavirus 

2) Topics include: spread of coronavirus in China / potential U.S. response to outbreak; 
Senate impeachment trial / Senate Republicans’ votes on impeachment witnesses / 
foreign election interference / his support for the conspiracy theory that it was Ukraine, 
not Russia, that meddled in the 2016 election / removal of Ambassador Yovanovitch; 
U.S. soldiers injured in Iranian ballistic missiles attack 

3) Topics include: Senate impeachment trial / House Democrats’ impeachment case / 
Senate Republicans’ votes on impeachment witnesses 

4) Topics include: CBS News Battleground Tracker poll results from Iowa and the Super 
Tuesday states / Iowa caucus / Democratic primary / Joe Biden, Bernie Sanders, 
Elizabeth Warren’s appeal to different voting demographics 

5) a report from Des Moines, Iowa, which includes recorded excerpts of Mr. O’Keefe’s 
interview with Mr. Buttigieg on the upcoming caucus, Hillary Clinton’s relevancy to the 
Democratic Party, and his military service 

6) Topics include: Senate impeachment trial / Senate Republicans’ votes on 
impeachment witnesses / Republicans’ reluctance to cross or criticize the President in 
any way / foreign election interference / President Trump’s desire to repeal the 
prohibition against paying bribes to foreign leaders; Middle East peace plan; Secretary 
Mike Pompeo’s clash with NPR’s Mary Louise Kelly / Republican Party’s attacks on 
freedom of the press 

  



60 MINUTES 

01/05/20 “Inside Jeffrey Epstein’s Cell” – a report on the controversy surrounding wealthy 
financier Jeffery Epstein’s death. Epstein, a convicted sex offender accused of assaulting 
innumerable teenage girls, was found dead weeks after his arrest. Though the death has 
been ruled a suicide, many question the circumstances surrounding the incident. 
Includes unseen photos of the cell. Includes interviews with Dr. Michael Baden, the 
forensic pathologist investigating Epstein’s death; Bruce Barket, lawyer for Epstein’s first 
cellmate; Cameron Lindsay, a former federal prison warden; and Tyrone Covington, 
president of the union representing the prison guards. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Oriana Zill 
de Granados) 

 “On the Farm” – a report on the prevalence of antibiotic use on farm animals and its 
impact. More than 12 million pounds of antibiotics sold in the U.S. are used for 
livestock. Many feel these antibiotics drive the spread of drug resistant bacteria in 
animals which can be passed onto us through food. Due to a lack of accessibility, 
however, scientists say it is difficult to stop infection outbreaks from spreading amidst 
already unregulated conditions. Includes interviews with Dr. Scott Lindquist, 
epidemiologist; Dr. Liz Wagstrom, chief veterinarian; and Dr. Lance Price, microbiologist 
and leading expert in drug-resistant bacteria. (See also: “Superbugs”, OAD: 04/21/19) (C: 
Lesley Stahl – P: Sarah Koch) 

 “Shakira” – a profile of Shakira, the award-winning Colombian singer. With a 
multifaceted successful career, the artist details the difficulties of finding balance while 
striving for perfection. A philanthropist, she feels her music career is a vehicle which 
allows her to work as an advocate for early childhood education. Now preparing for the 
Super Bowl LIV halftime show, Shakira remains one of the best-selling music artists. 
Includes an interview with Gerard Pique, famed soccer player and Shakira’s husband. (C: 
Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman) 

01/12/20 “Venice is Drowning” – a report on Venice, the northeastern Italian city made up of a 
group of 118 small islands separated by canals and surrounded by water. Due to 
unprecedented rising sea levels caused by climate change, flooding in Venice has 
become worse and more frequent; climate scientists warn this should be a global 
example. This last November, record breaking tides and dangerous winds caused much 
destruction in the city. Venetians worry their homes and cultural landmarks face 
increasing risk due to this manmade climate change. Includes interviews with Toto 
Bergamo Rossi, who is known as the unofficial mayor of Venice; Luigi Brugnaro, mayor 
of Venice; Pierpaolo Campostrini, who helps manage the Basilica of St. Mark; Fortunato 
Ortombina, artistic director of La Fenice theater; Michael Oppenheimer, a professor of 
geosciences at Princeton University; Alessandro Soru, lead enigineer of project Moses; 
and Shaul Bassi, a professor of English literature at Venice’s Ca’Foscari University. (See 
also: “The Death of Venice”, OAD: 06/24/69; “Ciao Venezia”, OAD: 10/30/88; "Ciao 
Venezia", OAD: 03/19/00 - a followup to the original "Ciao Venezia"; “Parting The 
Waters”, OAD: 02/06/01 on 60 MINUTES II; and “Saving History”, OAD: 10/19/14) (C: 
John Dickerson – P: Draggan Mihailovich) 



 “Joaquin Phoenix” – a profile of actor Joaquin Phoenix. The enigmatic star earned 
critical acclaim for playing dark, intense characters. Shying away from fame, Phoenix 
abstains from social media and is notoriously tough to interview. Though widely 
considered one of the most talented actors of his generation, he says he deals with 
performance anxiety and also dislikes rehearsing. Phoenix remains close with his family, 
who he says has helped him stay grounded throughout his unconventional career. 
Includes interviews with Rain Phoenix, his brother; and Heart Phoenix, his mother. (C: 
Anderson Cooper – P: Nichole Marks, David M. Levine) 

 “Rafa” – a profile of Rafael Nadal, the world’s top tennis player. Considered by many to 
be the greatest player of all time, he has won 19 Grand Slam titles. Nadal’s intensity and 
dominant playing style seemingly contradict the easygoing nature of his scenic home, 
the island of Mallorca. Growing up in a tennis family, he finds the close-knit community 
helped shape his work ethic. Includes interviews with Toni Nadal, his uncle and local 
tennis instructor; Carlos Moya, his coach; and Maria Francisca Perello, his wife. (C: Jon 
Wertheim – P: Nathalie Sommer) 

01/19/20 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Whitaker’s Wildlife Tour” 

 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Whitaker’s Wildlife Tour” 

 “Great White” – a report on great white sharks and their movement closer to U.S. 
coasts. The correlation between increased sightings and attacks on people is examined, 
along with common misconceptions about the animal. Whitaker follows scientists on an 
exhibition to explore the intricacies of tracking sharks. Includes interviews with Dr. Greg 
Skomal, chief shark scientist for the Massachusetts Department on Marine Fisheries; 
Wayne Davis, a pilot for the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy; researcher Megan 
Winton; Chris Fischer, founder of the research ship Ocearch; Ocearch chief scientist Bob 
Hueter; and Ocearch Fishing Master Brett McBride. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome 
Hartman) (OAD: 09/29/19 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “The Wolves of Yellowstone” – a report on the reintroduction of wolves to Yellowstone 
Park and its environs by the U.S. Park Service. Though initially met with skepticisms, the 
wolves have had unforeseen and positive impacts on everything from tourism to the 
park’s ecological system. Includes interviews with: Doug Smith, Yellowstone wolf 
research program; Glen Mai, retired FBI agent; Kathy Lombard retired cop; Rick 
McIntyre park service employee; Randy Newberg, Montana hunter; Erik Kalsta, 
Montana rancher. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman, Sara Kuzmarov) (OAD: 12/23/18 
on 60 MINUTES) 

 “The Photo Ark” – a profile of National Geographic photographer Joel Sartore who 
travels the world to try and capture a photo of every living species in captivity. Includes 
comments by his daughter Ellen. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Robert G. Anderson, Aaron Weisz) 
(OAD: 10/14/18 on 60 MINUTES; 1st Rebroadcast: 06/16/19 on 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: 
“Working Dads”) 

 

01/26/20 PREEMPTED 



 

48 HOURS 

01/04/20  PREEMPTED 

01/11/20  PREEMPTED 

01/18/20 48 HOURS: “Death by Text” (9:00 – 10:00p) – an updated rebroadcast on the death of 
Conrad Roy III and the case against Michelle Carter, who is scheduled to be released 
from jail next week. Prosecutors say she influenced Roy, via text messages, to kill 
himself. On July 12, 2014, Conrad Roy died of carbon monoxide poisoning after sitting in 
his truck with a gas-powered water pump running in the backseat. Prosecutors say Roy 
was driven to kill himself through hundreds of incessant messages from Carter, who was 
more than 30 minutes away at the time he died. Carter was later charged with 
involuntary manslaughter. Her defense team maintains Roy decided to kill himself on his 
own. As seen through his own videos, Conrad Roy talked about his own struggles with 
social anxiety, depression and thoughts of suicide. His mother Lynn Roy, also talks about 
the death of her son and the pain she lives with. Though they lived an hour apart in 
Massachusetts, the couple communicated almost exclusively via texts, online and by 
phone. The prosecution maintained Carter could have done something to stop Roy. The 
heart of the case is the question of whether Carter’s texts and messages pushed Roy to 
take his life, or would he have done it anyway. Prosecutors argued Carter played on 
Roy’s mental health and her actions were reckless; she knew what she was doing and 
just wanted attention. The defense maintains Carter had her own psychological 
problems and was involuntarily intoxicated by the antidepressant drug Celexa: she was 
enmeshed in the delusion that it was a good thing to help him die. The prosecution 
hoped the judge paid attention to the text Carter sent to her friend a week after his 
death, in which she admitted she could possibly go to jail. After three days of 
deliberation, the judge rendered his verdict, completely rejecting Carter’s defense and 
finding her guilty. At sentencing, Michelle Carter could receive twenty years behind 
bars. The Roy family knows words have power, and they can forever change lives. 
UPDATE for the 08/05/17 updated rebroadcast: Nearly seven weeks after being 
convicted, Michelle Carter, arrives for sentencing. The prosecution asked that Carter 
serve 7-12 years in prison. Her attorney requests probation. Judge Lawrence Moniz 
sentences Michelle Carter to fifteen months behind bars – a sentence that does not 
please the defense, who will appeal the conviction. Her attorneys request to stay the jail 
sentence. The judge grants the stay, meaning Michelle will be out on probation until the 
appeal makes its way through the Massachusetts court system. Neither Michelle nor her 
family, have reached out to the Roy family. UPDATE for the 01/18/20 updated 
rebroadcast: In February of 2019, Michelle Carter’s conviction was upheld and she 
began serving her 15-month sentence. Her lawyers appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
This week, the court declined to hear her appeal. Lynn Roy’s focus now is on changing 
laws. On-screen text graphic for the 08/05/17 updated rebroadcast: Lynn Roy has filed a 
4.2 million wrongful death suit against Michelle Carter. The goal is to establish a 
memorial for Conrad. On-screen text graphic for the 09/22/18 rebroadcast: Lynn Roy 
has filed a 4.2-million-dollar wrongful death suit against Michelle Carter.  



 On-screen text graphic for the 01/18/20 updated rebroadcast: Conrad’s Law, 
criminalizing suicide coercion, has been introduced in the Massachusetts legislature. 
Interviewed: Lynn Roy, Conrad’s mother; Camdyn and Morgan Roy, Conrad’s sisters; 
Aryanna Taylor, friend of Conrad Roy; Ed McFarland, Michelle Carter’s softball coach; 
Bob McGovern, legal columnist, Boston Herald; and Harold Koplewicz, child and 
adolescent psychiatrist. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Ruth Chenetz, James Stolz, Marcelena 
Spencer, Liza Finley, Susan Mallie, Alec Sirken – Producers for the 01/18/20 Updated 
Rebroadcast: Ruth Chenetz, James Stolz, Marcelena Spencer, Liza Finley, Susan Mallie) 
(OAD: 06/16/17; 1st Updated Rebroadcast: 08/05/17; 2nd Rebroadcast: 09/22/18) 

01/18/20  48 HOURS: “Chacey Poynter: Witness to Murder” (10:00 – 11:00p) – In September 
2016, University Park Fire Department Captain Robert Poynter was shot and killed while 
sitting in his wife Chacey Poynter’s Jeep on a deserted county road in Royse City, Texas. 
Chacey told police she called her husband for help after her Jeep got stuck in the mud 
and when Robert got in to help move her vehicle, he was shot by an unknown man. 
Investigators were skeptical of her story. When questioned by the police, Chacey 
admitted to multiple affairs and ongoing marital problems, including abuse. She 
eventually confessed to knowing the identity of the man who killed her husband -- 
Michael Garza, one of her lovers. Chacey claimed it was Michael who set the trap, so he 
could confront Robert and demand he leave her alone. On September 10, 2016, Chacey 
was arrested and charged with conspiracy to commit murder. Michael turned himself in 
and was charged with murder. The shotgun used to murder Robert belonged to 
Michael’s brother and was recovered by a farmer near where Robert was shot. 
Recovered digital evidence proved Chacey had groomed Michael. On July 10, 2018, 
Michael went on trial and testified that he believed Robert was abusing Chacey and 
implicated her as the shooter. On July 20th, Michael was found guilty and sentenced to 
99-years in prison. At Chacey’s trial, prosecutors maintained she was the mastermind 
and her motive was to collect Robert’s life insurance policy; she was found guilty of 
murder and sentenced to life in prison, with the possibility of parole in 30-years. On-
screen text graphic: Robert Poynter’s life insurance benefits were split among his three 
daughters. Chacey’s mother and stepfather share custody of the couple’s daughter with 
Robert Poynter’s parents. Interviewed: Chacey Poynter, Robert’s wife and convicted 
murderer; Detective Michael Burk, Royse City Police Department; Sergeant Shane Meek, 
Royse City Police Department; Jason Salisbury, Paul Falkenhagen, Mark McAdams, and 
Earl Starnes, firefighters, University Park Fire Department and friends of Robert’s; 
Natalie and Nicole Poynter, Robert’s daughters; Amy Poynter, Robert’s ex-wife; Jeff 
Kovach, Assistant Hunt County District Attorney; Calvin Grogan, First Assistant District 
Attorney, Hunt County; Scott Cornuaud and Frank Hughes, Chacey’s defense attorneys. 
(C: Peter Van Sant – P: Asena Basak) 

01/25/20 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “Murder on Prom Night” – On Sunday, April 30, 1989, police 
responded to a crime scene at the Lakeville, Indiana home of the Pelley family. 
Reverend Bob Pelley was found in an upstairs hallway; wife Dawn and young daughters 
Janel and Jolene were in the basement -- all shot at close range with a shotgun. Nine-
year-old Jessica Pelley – now known as Jessi Toronjo - returned from a sleepover at a 
friend’s house to the news that her mother, stepfather, and sisters were murdered. 



Police questioned Bob’s 17-year-old son Jeff and later learned Bob had grounded him 
over the prom; police believed they had a clear motive, but no forensic evidence to 
prosecute. Thirteen years after the crime, a new prosecutor believed there was enough 
evidence and Jeff was arrested and charged with four counts of murder. In 2006, he was 
found guilty and sentenced to a hundred and sixty years in prison. Jeff’s defense lawyer 
filed an appeal and his convictions were set aside on a number of procedural grounds. 
He remained in custody and in February 2009, the Indiana State Supreme Court upheld 
the conviction. Currently, Jeff’s new defense team is working on his release by filing a 
motion for post-conviction relief. Jessi changed her name and appearance as a way to 
cope with the tragedy. After she tried to kill herself, Jessi was diagnosed with DID, 
dissociative identity disorder. On April 29, 2019 -- the thirty year anniversary of the 
murders -- I am Jessica was published. On-screen text graphic: The Indiana University 
McKinney Wrongful Conviction Clinic is representing Jeff Pelley. Interviewed: Jessi 
Toronjo, survivor; Stephanie Fagan, Jessi’s childhood friend; Jamie Collins, Jessi’s cousin; 
Mark Sender, former Indiana State Police detective; John Botich, former St. Joseph 
County detective; Frank Schaffer, former chief deputy prosecutor; Alan Baum, Jeff 
Pelley’s defense attorney; and Dakota Toronjo, Jessi’s daughter. (Anchor: Jim Axelrod – 
Producers: Chris O’Connell, Stephanie Slifer) 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL 

01/23/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “The Gayle King Grammy Special” (10:00 – 11:00p) – a series of one-
on-one interviews with GRAMMY nominees: Billie Eilish; Lizzo; Blake Shelton (includes an 
appearance by three-time GRAMMY winner Gwen Stefani); Lil Nas X; and the Jonas 
Brothers. Also includes interviews with Patrick O’Connell and Maggie Baird, Billie’s 
parents; and Finneas O’Connell, Billie’s brother. (C: Gayle King, co-anchor, CBS THIS 
MORNING – P: James Stolz, Liza Finley, Chris Young Ritzen, Mead Stone, Elena DiFiore, 
Dana Brewington, Mary Ann Rotondi) 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS 

In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs regarding the conflict with Iran, 
CBS News provided the following live coverage: 

01/02/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (08:56 – 08:59p) - chyron ID: Iraqi State TV: Top Iran 
General Soleimani Killed in Baghdad Strikes –  the U.S. Military has launched a missile 
strike in Iraq, as possible retaliation for the Tuesday attack on the U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad. Iraqi State TV is reporting that Iranian General Qasem Soleimani is among the 
dead. Soleimani, considered a terrorist by the United States, was responsible for 
hundreds of American deaths at the height of the Iraq war. The United States 
government and CBS News has not confirmed the reports of Soleimai’s death. 
Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: Margaret Brennan (anchor, CBS 
News Washington); and David Martin (Pentagon). 

 

 



01/02/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (10:18 – 10:19p) – (CRAWL) “The Department of Defense 
confirmed that at the direction of President Trump, the U.S. launched a powerful strike 
that killed Qasem Soleimani, the head of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps-Quds 
Force. The Department of Defense says Soleimani was actively developing a plan to 
attack Americans in Iraq and throughout the region.” 

01/03/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (03:14 – 03:24p) - initial chyron ID: President Trump 
Addresses U.S. Strike That Killed Top Iran General –  live coverage of President Trump 
speaking for the first time since the U.S. strike in Iraq that killed one of Iran’s top 
leaders, General Qasem Soleimani. Coverage includes: (1) President Trump’s statement 
to the media from his Mar-a-Lago Resort, Palm Beach, Florida; (2) correspondents’ 
commentary, including Paula Reid’s report from Miami; and (3) a report that Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo sent a letter to Iran’s regime yesterday, in advance of the strikes. 
Correspondents: Margaret Brennan (anchor, CBS Washington); and Paula Reid (Miami, 
FL).  

01/07/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (07:00 – 07:11p) - initial chyron ID: Rockets Strike Al Asad 
Air Base Home To U.S. Troops – tonight Iran has launched multiple missiles at Iraq’s Al 
Asad Air Base, northwest of Baghdad. The Al Asad Air Base houses multiple U.S. troops; 
the attack appears to be in retaliation for the U.S. drone strike last week in Baghdad that 
killed Iran’s General Qasem Soleimani. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ 
commentary; (2) a report from the Pentagon, confirming that a rocket attack was 
launched against the Al Asad Air Base; (3) read statement from the IRGC, taking credit 
for the missile attacks; (4) a report from Baghdad; (5) a report from the White House; 
and (6) read statement from the Secretary of Defense confirming attacks in Iraq against 
two Iraqi military bases that house U.S. troops and coalition personal. Origination: CBS 
News Washington. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); 
David Martin (Pentagon); Holly Williams (Baghdad, Iraq); and Weijia Jiang (White 
House).  

01/08/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (11:24 – 11:43a) - initial chyron ID: President Trump To 
Address Iran Attack On U.S. Bases In Iraq – live coverage of President Trump speaking 
publically for the first time since Iran’s missile attacks against U.S. troops last night in 
Iraq. Iraq’s military says no one was hurt after Iran fired more than a dozen missiles at 
two U.S. bases. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary, including a report 
from the White House; (2) Trump’s statement to the media from the White House; and 
(3) correspondents’ final commentary and analysis, including reports from the Pentagon 
and Tehran. Correspondents: Gayle King (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); 
Anthony Mason (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); Tony Dokoupil (co-anchor, CBS 
Broadcast Center, NY); Paula Reid (White House); David Martin (Pentagon); and 
Elizabeth Palmer (Tehran, Iran). 

 

 

 



01/09/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (11:39 – 11:41a) - chyron ID: U.S. Officials: Confident Iran 
Shot Down Passenger Jet / U.S. Intelligence Shows Two Missile Launches Shortly Before 
Plane Exploded – U.S. officials are confident that Iran shot down a Ukrainian jetliner in 
the hours after Iran’s missile attacks on U.S. targets. U.S. Intelligence picked up signals 
of a radar turned on and satellites detected two missile launches shortly before the 
plane exploded. Correspondent: Major Garrett (anchor, CBS News Washington).  

01/09/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (12:00 –12:05p) - initial chyron ID: U.S. Officials Confident 
Iran Shot Down Passenger Jet Carrying 176 People – U.S. officials are confident that Iran 
shot down a Ukrainian jetliner over Tehran in the hours after the Iranian missile attacks 
on U.S. targets in Iraq. U.S. Intelligence picked up signals of a radar turned on and 
satellites detected two missile launches shortly before the plane exploded. Coverage 
includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary, including analysis by Kris Van Cleave; (2) 
brief recorded excerpt of  President Trump speaking moments ago at the White House; 
and (3) a report from Tehran. Correspondents: Major Garrett (anchor, CBS News 
Washington); Kris Van Cleave (CBS News Washington); and Elizabeth Palmer (Tehran, 
Iran).  

In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs regarding the impeachment 
hearings, CBS News provided the following live coverage: 

01/15/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (10:09 – 10:21a) – chyron ID: House Speaker Pelosi 
Announces Impeachment Managers For Senate Trial – live coverage of House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s announcement of the Impeachment Managers for the Senate trial. They 
include: Lead House Manager Adam Schiff (D-CA); Jason Crow (D-CO); Val B. Demings 
(D-FL); Sylvia R. Garcia (D-TX); Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY); Zoe Lofgren (D-CA); and Jerrold 
Nadler (D-NY). Coverage includes: (1) Pelosi’s announcement, (JIP); (2) questions from 
the media; (3) and correspondents’ commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill. 
Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents: Gayle King (anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); 
and Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill).  

01/15/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (05:18 – 05:50p) - initial chyron ID: House Prepares To 
Deliver Articles Of Impeachment To Senate - for the third time in U.S. history, the House 
of Representatives will deliver articles of impeachment to the Senate Majority Leader 
McConnell refused House Democrats’ prerequisites for the articles. Coverage includes: 
(1) House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s statement and signing of the resolution, transmitting 
the articles of impeachment to the Senate; (2) live coverage of the House Clerk, 
Sergeant at Arms, and Impeachment Managers walking through Statuary Hall to deliver 
articles of impeachment to the Senate; (3) delivery of articles of impeachment to Senate 
Chamber; (4) unanimous consents raised by Kentucky Republican Senator and Mitch 
McConnell; (5) reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; and (6) a brief recorded 
excerpt of President Trump signing the trade deal at the White House. Proceeded and 
followed by correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. 
Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes 
(Capitol Hill); Margaret Brennan (CBS News Washington); and Ben Tracy (White House). 

 



01/16/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (12:03 – 12:30p) - initial chyron ID: House Managers Walk 
Articles Of Impeachment To Senate – live coverage of the seven House Managers who 
will formally present the articles of impeachment against President Trump to the United 
States Senate. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary with split screen of 
the procession of House Managers to Senate Chamber; (2) voiceover correspondents’ 
commentary during the procession, including breaking news: the Government 
Accountability Office, a non-partisan federal watchdog has ruled that the Trump 
Administration violated the law by withholding the military aide to Ukraine for a political 
reason; (3) split screen of procession, with a report from Capitol Hill; (4) presentation by 
the Sergeant at Arms of (JIP) the House Managers to the Senate; (5) Lead House 
Manager, California Democrat and House Intelligence Committee Chair Adam Schiff 
presents the articles of impeachment against President Trump to the U.S. Senate; (6) 
voiceover correspondents’ commentary as the House Managers exit the Senate 
Chamber, including a report from Capitol Hill; (7) split screen coverage of the House 
Managers procession and analysis by Jan Crawford; (8) in-studio correspondents’ 
commentary and analysis; and (9) a report from the White House with Trump 
Administration reactions. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell 
(anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Jan Crawford (CBS News 
Washington); and Ben Tracy (White House).  

01/16/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (02:02 – 02:18p) - initial chyron ID: Senate Committee 
Escorts Chief John Roberts Into Senate Chamber – live coverage of the swearing in 
ceremony for Chief Justice John Roberts and Senators for the Senate Impeachment Trial. 
Includes a report from Capitol Hill, in addition to a report on the reaction from the 
Trump administration from the White House. The ceremony is proceeded and followed 
correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents: 
Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Jan 
Crawford (CBS News Washington); and Paula Reid (White House). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



01/21/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (12:30 – 03:00p): initial 
chyron ID: Senate Impeachment Trial Of President Trump To Begin Momentarily – live 
coverage of the beginning of the Senate Impeachment Trial of President Donald Trump, 
including resolutions determining trial rules. Coverage includes: (1) Senate Majority 
Leader and Kentucky Republican Senator Mitch McConnell’s formal introduction of 
organizing resolution to the Senate floor, (JIP); (2) Senate Minority Leader and New York 
Democratic Senator Chuck Schumer’s remarks on proposed resolution; (3) Senate 
recess, including correspondents’ commentary and reports from the White House and 
Capitol Hill; (4) Senate Impeachment Trial resumes with Chief Justice of the United 
States John Roberts swearing in Senator James Inhofe (R-OK); (5) Senator McConnell 
proposes impeachment resolution; (6) House Managers and White House Counsel 
debate impeachment resolution; (7) Senator Schumer proposes amendment to the 
impeachment resolution; (8) recess called ahead of the debate on the Schumer 
amendment to the impeachment resolution; and (9) final correspondents’ commentary 
and analysis, including reports from Capitol Hill and the White House. Origination: 
Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); 
Chip Reid (Capitol Hill); Major Garrett (CBS News Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS 
News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Kim Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, CBS 
News Washington); and Ben Tracy (White House). 

01/21/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (05:18 – 05:21p): initial 
chyron ID: Debate Over Amendment To Impeachment Trial Rules – Majority Leader and 
Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY) has proposed a plan for both sides to present opening 
arguments, each for 24 hours spread out over three days and followed by additional 
time for questions. Of Minority Leader and Senator Chuck Schumer’s (D-NY) two 
amendments, one was defeated, and the second is being debated. Includes 
correspondents’ commentary and split screen coverage of the debate on the Senate 
floor. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); and Major 
Garrett (anchor, CBS News Washington). 

01/21/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (10:58 – 10:59p): 
chyron ID: Debate Continues Over Amendments To Impeachment Trial Rules – the 
Senate is debating Democratic amendments preceding a vote to set the rules for the 
Senate Impeachment Trial. Includes earlier footage of Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
introducing amendments and the debate over procedural rules for the trial. 
Correspondent: Chip Reid (anchor, Capitol Hill). 

01/22/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (06:48 – 07:00a): chyron ID: President Trump Addresses 
Senate Impeachment Trial From Davos –  live coverage of the question and answer 
portion of President Trump’s news conference at the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland. Correspondents: Tony Dokoupil (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); 
Gayle King (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); and Anthony Mason (co-anchor, CBS 
Broadcast Center, NY).  

 

  



 

01/22/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (12:57 – 05:00p): initial 
chyron ID: Soon: House Managers Deliver Opening Statements – live coverage of House 
Managers’ opening statements in the Senate Impeachment Trial Of President Donald J. 
Trump. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary, including a brief video 
excerpt of President Trump’s remarks on the trial during news conference in Davos, 
Switzerland; (2) reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; (3) analysis provided by 
Lesley Stahl, John Dickerson, and Margaret Brennan; (4) a report from the White House 
on the Administration’s reaction to the trial; (5) Lead House Manager and 
Representative Adam Schiff’s (D-CA) opening statement; (6) Senate recess, including 
correspondents’ commentary, analysis by Reince Priebus, and a report from Capitol Hill 
– includes a brief excerpt of Nancy Cordes questioning Senator Chuck Schumer; (7) 
coverage resumes (JIP) of additional opening statements by House Managers: Jerry 
Nadler (D-NY); Sylvia Garcia (D-TX); Jason Crow (D-CO); (8) trial (IIP) for final 
correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. 
Correspondents/analysts: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy 
Cordes (Capitol Hill); Lesley Stahl (CBS News Washington); John Dickerson (CBS News 
Washington); Margaret Brennan (CBS News Washington); Ben Tracy (White House); and 
Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS News Washington).  

01/22/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (09:56 – 09:58p): 
chyron ID: House Managers Conclude First Day Of Opening Arguments – opening 
arguments have concluded for the first day of the Senate Impeachment Trial. Coverage 
includes correspondents’ commentary including at 09:57p a report from Capitol Hill. 
Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS 
News Washington); and Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill).  

01/23/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 03:30p): initial 
chyron ID: Soon: House Managers Begin Second Day Of Opening Arguments – live 
coverage of the second day of opening arguments by the House Managers in the Senate 
Impeachment Trial of President Trump. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ 
commentary, including a brief video excerpt of South Carolina Republican Senator 
Lindsey Graham’s comments on the trial, a report from Capitol Hill, and analysis by 
Major Garrett; (2) Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts resumes the trial and 
recognizes Senate Majority Leader and Kentucky Republican Senator Mitch McConnell; 
(3) House Managers begin second day of opening arguments, including: Lead House 
Manager and California Democratic Representative Adam Schiff, House Manager and 
New York Democratic Representative Jerry Nadler, and House Manager and Texas 
Democratic Representative Sylvia Garcia; (4) trial is called into recess; (5) 
correspondents’ commentary and analysis provided by Kim Wehle, Jonathan Turley, 
Major Garrett, and Jamal Simmons; includes live footage of Senate Trial Counsel for 
President Trump Jay Sekulow taking questions from the media, reports from Capitol Hill 
and the White House; also includes a video excerpt of President Trump departing the 
White House, followed by live footage of President Trump departing Marine One and 
boarding Air Force One; (6) correspondents’ concluding commentary and analysis. 
Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts/contributors: Norah O’Donnell 



(anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Major Garrett (CBS News 
Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Kim 
Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News 
contributor, CBS News Washington); and Paula Reid (White House). 

01/23/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (09:55 – 09:56p): 
chyron ID: Opening Arguments Continue From House Managers – the second day of 
opening arguments in the Senate Impeachment Trial of President Trump has concluded. 
Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS 
News Washington); and Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill).  

01/24/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 04:30p): initial 
chyron ID: Soon: House Managers Begin Final Day Of Arguments – live coverage of the 
House Managers third and final day of arguments in the Senate Impeachment Trial of 
President Trump. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary, including a 
report from Capitol Hill, and analysis by Margaret Brennan, Jamal Simmons, Kim Wehle, 
and Jonathan Turley; (2) Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts resumes Senate 
Impeachment Trial; (3) House Managers present final arguments, including: Lead House 
Manager and California Democratic Representative Adam Schiff, Representative Jason 
Crow (D-CO), Representative Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY); (4) the trial is called into recess; 
(5) correspondents’ commentary and analysis, including reports from Capitol Hill and 
the White House; (6) South Carolina Republican Senator Lindsey Graham addresses the 
media from the Senate subway; (7) Senate Trial Counsel for President Trump Jay 
Sekulow addresses the media from the Senate subway; (8) House Managers resume 
arguments, including Representative Val Demings (D-FL) and Representative Sylvia 
Garcia (D-TX); (9) live coverage is (IIP) for final correspondents’ commentary and 
analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts/contributor: Norah 
O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Margaret 
Brennan (CBS News Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS News 
Washington); Kim Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Jonathan 
Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); and Paula Reid (White House).  

01/24/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (10:16 – 10:17p): 
chyron ID: House Managers Conclude Final Day Of Arguments – the House Managers 
have concluded their final day of opening arguments in the Senate Impeachment Trial of 
President Trump. Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell 
(anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill). 

01/25/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (10:00a – 12:15p): 
initial chyron ID: Soon: Senate Hears Arguments From Pres. Trump’s Defense Team – live 
coverage of the first day of rebuttals by President Trump’s defense team in the Senate 
Impeachment Trial. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary and analysis by 
Major Garret, Paula Reid, and Terry Sullivan; (2) the President’s defense team begins 
their opening arguments, includes: Lead Counsel Pat Cipollone, Senate Trial Counsel 
Michael Purpura, Senate Trial Counsel Jay Sekulow, Senate Trial Counsel Patrick Philbin; 
(3) trial is (IIP) for correspondents’ final commentary and analysis, including reports 
from Capitol Hill and the White House. Origination: Capitol Hill. 



Correspondents/analyst/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); 
Major Garrett (CBS News Washington); Paula Reid (White House); Terry Sullivan (CBS 
News political contributor, CBS News Washington); Kim Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, 
CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); and Weijia Jiang (White House).  

 

01/25/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (03:28 – 03:29p): 
chyron ID: President Trump’s Defense Team Concludes First Day Of Arguments – the 
abbreviated Saturday session of the Senate Impeachment Trial has concluded. 
Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondent: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 
Washington).  

01/27/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 03:14p): initial 
chyron ID: Soon: President Trump’s Defense Team To Begin Second Day Of Arguments – 
live coverage of the second day of rebuttals by President Trump’s defense team in the 
Senate Impeachment Trial. Coverage includes correspondents’ commentary, including a 
report on former National Security Adviser John Bolton’s unpublished manuscript 
summarizing the Ukraine affair and the President’s tweet and response; (2) brief video 
excerpt of Senator Mitt Romney (R-UT) taking questions from the media about Mr. 
Bolton and the possibility of witnesses during the trial; (3) a report from Capitol Hill, 
including analysis by Major Garrett, Jan Crawford, and Jamal Simmons; (4) the 
President’s defense team begins their opening arguments, includes: Senate Trial 
Counsel Jay Sekulow, Senate Trial Counsel Ken Starr, and Senate Counsel Michael 
Purpura; (5) trial is adjourned for recess; (6) includes correspondents’ commentary and 
analysis by Reince Priebus; (7) Norah O’Donnell’s interview with Minnesota Democratic 
Senator and 2020 presidential candidate Amy Klobuchar from Capitol Hill; (8) reports 
from Capitol Hill and the White House, including Trump Administration reactions on the 
Senate Impeachment Trial and Mr. Bolton’s Ukraine claims. Origination: Capitol Hill. 
Correspondents/analyst/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); 
Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Major Garrett (CBS News Washington); Jan Crawford (CBS 
News Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS News Washington); 
Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS News Washington); and Weijia Jiang 
(White House). 

01/27/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (09:10 – 09:12p): 
chyron ID: Trump’s Defense Team Concludes Second Day Of Arguments – the White 
House Counsel has concluded its second day of arguments in the Senate Impeachment 
Trial of President Trump. Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: Norah 
O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill).  

 

 

 

 



01/28/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 03:01p): initial 
chyron ID: Soon: President Trump’s Defense Team To Begin Final Day Of Arguments – 
live coverage as the President’s Defense Team presents its third and final day of 
arguments in the Senate Impeachment Trial. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ 
commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill, and analysis provided by Terry 
Sullivan, Robby Mook, Kim Wehle, and Jonathan Turley; (2) Third and final day of 
opening arguments by the President’s defense team, includes: Lead Counsel Pat 
Cipollone, Senate Trial Counsel Patrick Philbin, and Senate Trial Counsel for President 
Trump Jay Sekulow; (3) trial is adjourned for recess; (4) correspondents’ commentary 
and analysis, including reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; (5) Live coverage 
of the trial resumes with final arguments presented by Mr. Cipollone; (6) unanimous 
consent raised by Kentucky Republican Senator and Majority Leader Mitch McConnell; 
(7) the trial is adjourned; (8) correspondents’ final commentary and analysis, including a 
report from Capitol Hill. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts/contributors: 
Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Terry 
Sullivan (CBS News political contributor, CBS News Washington); Robby Mook (CBS 
News political contributor, CBS News Washington); Kim Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, 
CBS News Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News 
Washington); and Weijia Jiang (White House). 

01/29/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 04:00p): initial 
chyron ID: Senate To Begin 16-Hour Q&A Process – live coverage of the Senate 
Impeachment Trial, as Senators question House Managers and White House Counsel. 
The Senators will submit their written questions, to be read by Chief Justice of the 
United States John Roberts. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary, 
including a report from Capitol Hill, a graphic of President Trump’s morning tweet about 
witnesses, analysis provided by Lesley Stahl and John Dickerson, a report from the 
White House on the letter sent to John Bolton and his attorneys, sent by White House 
attorneys blocking publication of his upcoming book; (2) Question and Answer process 
in the Senate Impechment Trial (01:17 – 03:38p); (3) trial is adjourned for recess; (4) 
correspondents’ commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill, analysis provided by 
Jamal Simmons and Reince Priebus, and a report from the White House. Origination: 
Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analyst/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 
Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Lesley Stahl (CBS News Washington); John 
Dickerson (CBS News Washington); Weijia Jiang (White House); Jamal Simmons (CBS 
News contributor, CBS News Washington); and Reince Priebus (CBS News political 
analyst, CBS News Washington).  

01/30/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 03:30p): initial 
chyron ID: House Managers & Pres. Trump’s Counsel To Resume Q&A Process – live 
coverage of  day two of the Senate Impeachment Trial, as Senators question House 
Managers and White House Counsel. The Senators will submit their written questions, 
to be read by Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts. Coverage includes: (1) 
correspondents’ commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill and analysis by John 
Dickerson and Margaret Brennan; (2) question and answer process in the Senate 
Impeachment Trial (01:09-03:13p); (3) (IIP) for correspondents’ commentary, including 



reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; (4) analysis by Robby Mook and Reince 
Priebus; (5) a report from Capitol Hill on Democratic Senators Jones and Manchin 
considering voting to acquit President Trump. Origination: Capitol Hill. 
Correspondents/analyst/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); 
Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); John Dickerson (CBS News Washington); Margaret Brennan 
(CBS News Washington); Ben Tracy (White House); Robby Mook (CBS News political 
contributor, CBS News Washington); and Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS 
News Washington).  

01/31/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 01:45p) initial 
chyron ID: NYT: John Bolton Claims President Trump Directed Him To Pressure Ukraine 
For Information on Democrats – breaking news as the Senate begins the debate on the 
motion to call witnesses. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary, including 
a report on The New York Times article on claims about Ukraine in former National 
Security Adviser John Bolton’s new book, that President Trump directed him as early as 
last May to help pressure Ukraine for damaging information on Democrats, including 
Joe Biden; (2) breaking news: a car tried to breech two security gates not far from 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago Resort; (3) analysis provided by Margaret Brennan, Jonathan 
Turley, Reince Priebus and Jamal Simmons; (4) Trump’s read statement denying Mr. 
Bolton’s claims; (5) reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; (6) House Managers 
begin the debate on the motion to call witnesses: Lead House Manager Rep. Adam 
Schiff (D-CA) and House Manager Rep. Val Demings (D-FL) (01:19-01:39p); (7) live 
coverage (IIP) for correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. 
Correspondents/analysts/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 
Washington); Margaret Brennan (CBS News Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News 
legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS 
News Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS News Washington); 
Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); and Weijia Jiang (White House). 

01/31/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (03:42 – 04:29p) initial 
chyron ID: Pres. Trump’s Counsel Patrick Philbin Debates Motion To Call Witnesses - live 
coverage as President Trump’s Counsel and the House Manager debate the motion to 
call witnesses. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary; (2) Senate Trial 
Counsel For President Trump debates the motion to call witnesses: Senate Trial Counsel 
Patrick Philbin and Senate Trial Counsel Jay Sekulow (03:42-04:08p); (3) Lead House 
Manager Rep. Adam Schiff debates the motion to call witnesses (04:09-04:24p); (4) live 
coverage (IIP) for correspondents’ commentary and analysis by Margaret Brennan, 
Jonathan Turley, Reince Priebus and Jamal Simmons. Origination: Capitol Hill. 
Correspondents/analysts/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 
Washington); Margaret Brennan (CBS News Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News 
legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS 
News Washington); and Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS News Washington).  

 

 



01/31/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (05:38 – 05:50p) initial 
chyron ID: Vote Underway On Whether To Allow Witnesses & More Evidence – live 
coverage as Senators vote to decide on whether to allow witnesses and additional 
evidence in the Senate Impeachment Trial. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ 
commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill – includes split screen split screen 
coverage of the Senate Chamber as Senators cast votes; (2) continuing coverage of the 
senate vote, including voiceover commentary; (3) Chief Justice John Roberts reads the 
final vote count, with the motion to subpoena witnesses failing 51 - 49; (4) (JIP), Senate 
Minority Leader and New York Democratic Senator Chuck Schumer addresses the media 
from the Senate subway. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell 
(anchor, CBS News Washington); and Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill). 

In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs regarding President Trump’s 
proposed Mideast Peace Plan, CBS News provided the following live coverage: 

01/28/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (12:09 – 12:35p): initial chyron ID: President Trump To 
Announce Proposed Mideast Peace Plan – live coverage of President Trump’s 
announcement of his proposed plan for peace in the Middle East, with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in attendance. The Palestinians are rejecting the 
proposed plan and are calling for protests against it. Followed by a report from Tel Aviv. 
Origination: White House. Statement preceded by correspondents’ commentary and 
analysis. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Major 
Garrett (CBS News Washington); and Seth Doane (Tel Aviv, Israel). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

FEBRUARY 2020 

FACE THE NATION 

02/02/20 Guests: Ambassador Robert O’Brien, National Security Adviser (1); Representative Adam 
Schiff (D-CA), chairman, House Intelligence Committee (2) ; Pete Buttigieg, former 
mayor, South Bend, IN, 2020 Democratic Presidential candidate (3); Ronna McDaniel, 
chairwoman, Republican National Committee (4); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections 
and Surveys director (5); Ed O’Keefe, CBS News political correspondent (6) 

 1) Topics include: China and the World Health Organization’s handling of the 
coronavirus outbreak / reaction to comments made by Secretary Wilbur Ross, on the 
economic effect of the coronavirus; National Security Council vetting of John Bolton’s 
book 

 2) Topics include: impeachment of President Trump / potential voting of Republican 
senators / potential subpoena of John Bolton 

 3) Topics include: Iowa caucus / Super Tuesday / diversity of candidates in the 2020 
Democratic presidential nominee race 

 4) Topics include: President Trump’s 2020 re-election campaign / campaign fundraising / 
Michael Bloomberg’s campaign spending 

 5) Topics include: Democratic Presidential campaign / Iowa caucus 

 6) a report from Des Moines, IA about the Iowa caucus 

02/09/20 Guests include: Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 2020 Democratic presidential candidate 
(1); Pete Buttigieg, former mayor, South Bend, IN, 2020 Democratic presidential 
candidate (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
(3); Ambassador Cui Tiankai, Chinese ambassador to the U.S. (4); Jeffrey Goldberg, The 
Atlantic (5), Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (5), Leslie Sanchez, CBS News political 
contributor (5), Jamal Hill, Hill.TV, CBS News political contributor (5) 

 1) Topics include: New Hampshire primary / effect of large donations on campaigns / 
Iowa caucus irregularities / Mr. Sanders’ “Medicare for All” plan 

 2) Topics include: New Hampshire primary; Mr. Buttigieg’s record as mayor of South 
Bend, IN 

 3) Topics include: investigating Joe and Hunter Biden’s activities in Ukraine / FISA court 
warrants / Rudy Giuliani in Ukraine / President Trump’s firing of Lt. Col. Alexander 
Vindman and Amb. Gordon Sondland 

 4) Topics include: coronavirus outbreak in China / China not accepting aid from the CDC 
/ origins of the coronavirus outbreak / death of Dr. Li Wenliang / disappearance of Chen 
Qiushi; detention of Uighur peoples in Xinjiang 



 5) Topics include: detention of Uighur peoples in Xinjiang; FISA courts warrants; Mr. 
Trump’s retaliation after his impeachment acquittal; 2020 Democratic presidential 
campaign / President Trump’s reelection campaign / President Trump’s attempt to 
appeal to African-American voters 

02/16/20 Guests include: Dr. Anthony Fauci, director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (1); Senator John Kennedy (R-LA) (2); Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), 2020 
Democratic presidential candidate (3); Tom Steyer, 2020 Democratic Presidential 
candidate (4); Ed O’Keefe, CBS News political correspondent (5), Amy Walter, The Cook 
Political Report (5), Eliana Johnson, The Washington Free Beacon (5), Paula Reid, CBS 
News White House correspondent (5); Holly Williams, CBS News correspondent (6) 

 1) Topics include: Americans under coronavirus quarantine on a Japanese cruise ship / 
potential involvement of the CDC in China / WHO response to outbreak in China / 
potential vaccine manufacturers 

 2) Topics include: President Trump potentially interfering with Department of Justice 
cases / AG William Barr’s running of the Department of Justice; President Trump asking 
for investigations of Joe and Hunter Biden’s activities in Ukraine 

 3) Topics include: President Trump potentially interfering with Department of Justice 
cases; Nevada Democratic caucus / Mrs. Klobuchar’s appeal among immigrant voters; 
racial biases in the criminal justice system  

 4) Topics include: Nevada Democratic caucus / South Carolina Democratic primary / Mr. 
Steyer’s economic policy 

 5) Topics include: Michael Bloomberg joining the 2020 Democratic Presidential race / 
accusations of racism against Mr. Bloomberg from President Trump and others; 
comparison of Trump and Obama administration policy on migrants; Joe Biden’s appeal 
among voters / President Trump potentially interfering with Department of Justice cases 

 6) a report from Istanbul, Turkey about the refugee crisis in Syria 

02/23/20 Guest include: Joe Biden, former Vice President, 2020 Democratic presidential 
candidate (1) (5); Robert O’Brien, National Security Adviser (2); Senator Bernie Sanders 
(I-VT), 2020 Democratic Presidential candidate (3); Anderson Cooper, 60 Minutes 
contributor (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections and Surveys director (4), Ed 
O’Keefe, CBS News political correspondent (4); Susan Page, USA Today (6), Lanhee Chen, 
Hoover Institution (6), Dan Balz, The Washington Post (6), Jamelle Bouie, The New York 
Times, CBS News political analyst (6) 

 1) Topics includes: South Carolina Democratic Primary; Trump Administration’s 
immigration policies; running against Senator Bernie Sanders / potential Russian 
election interference 

 2) Topics include: potential Russian election interference; the Taliban withdrawing from 
Afghan peace negotiations 



 3) Preview of Anderson Cooper’s interview with Senator Bernie Sanders for tonight’s 60 
MINUTES 

 4) Topics include: South Carolina Democratic Primary / Joe Biden’s popularity among 
African-American voters / Senator Sanders’s lead in national polls / Senator Elizabeth 
Warren’s performance in debates  

 5) Topics include: the Taliban potentially signing an Afghan peace deal / limiting U.S. 
military intervention abroad 

6) Topics include: potential Russian election interference / South Carolina Democratic 
Primary / Senator Sanders’s appeals to his supporters; new Director of National 
Intelligence, Rick Grene 

 

60 MINUTES 

02/02/20 60 MINUTES SPECIAL EDITION 

“Frontotemporal Dementia” – a report on frontotemporal dementia, or FTD, the most 
common form of dementia among people under 60. FTD is always ultimately fatal and 
attacks the frontal lobe of the brain and manifests itself in patients slowly losing the ability 
to speak or make decisions and control impulses. Tracey Lind from Cleveland, a prominent 
preacher and civic leader, has slowly lost her ability to find the right words and will 
eventually lose the ability to speak completely. Mark Johnson suddenly stopped caring 
about the well-being of his wife and four children and now lives in an assisted living 
facility. Includes interviews with Reverend Tracey Lind; Lind’s spouse Emily Ingalls; Dr. 
Bruce Miller, the world’s leading expert on FTD; FTD patient Thomas Cox and his wife Lori; 
and Amy Johnson and her husband Mark, who has FTD. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome 
Hartman, Sara Kuzmarov) (OAD: 05/05/19; 1st Rebroadcast: 09/15/19) 

 “Pleistocene Park” – a report on Sergey Zimov, a Russian geophysicist, who decades ago 
warned that frozen soil -- permafrost -- contained enough greenhouse gas to pose a threat 
to the climate if it ever melted. Now that global warming is thawing the Arctic permafrost, 
Zimov hopes to recreate the Ice Age in an area he named Pleistocene Park in Siberia. The 
Zimovs project aims to cool the permafrost by returning the land to its Ice Age appearance 
and reviving the extinct woolly mammoth using DNA. Interviewed: Sergey Zimov; Max 
Holmes, leading climate scientist and deputy director at the Woods Hole Research Center 
in Massachusetts; Nikita Zimov, Sergey’s son; George Church, geneticist at Harvard 
University, who is assisting the Zimovs. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster) (OAD: 
03/31/19; 1st Rebroadcast: 07/07/19) 

  

 

 

 



 “John Green” – an interview/profile of writer John Green, best-selling author of 
numerous young adult novels. Green discusses his YouTube stardom, success, and mental 
illness (OCD and anxiety), a topic that his books attempt to destigmatize and normalize 
for teenagers. Includes interviews with: Sarah Urist Green, wife; five unidentified but self-
labelled “nerd fighters,” young attendees at the VidCom conference created by Green; 
Hank Green, brother. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Sarah Koch, Chrissy Jones) (OAD: 10/07/18; 
1st Rebroadcast: 07/14/19) 

02/09/20 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Great Adventures” 

 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Great Adventures” 

 “Ultra Deep” – a report on Moab Khotsong, an ultra-deep gold mine in South Africa and 
how it is attracting a new kind of miner. Scientists who study extreme life have found 
organisms that survive and withstand these seemingly uninhabitable conditions.  Includes 
interviews with Leroy Lee, miner; Monga Kasongo, mine engineer; Tullis Onstott, 
Princeton geoscientist; Gaeton Borgonie, biologist; and Bernard Swanepoel, owner of 
Moab Khotsong. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Heather Abbott) (OAD: 11/11/18 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “Fly Like An Eagle” – a profile of falconer Lauren McGough, a young woman from 
Oklahoma who travelled to the Mongolian steppe in Central Asia to learn the traditional 
ways of hunting with eagles from Kazakh nomads, themselves a dying breed. Includes 
interviews with Chukan, eagle hunter; and Ouni, eagle hunter. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole 
Young, Katie Kerbstat) (OAD: 10/21/18 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “Easter Island” – a report on the Moai, the giant, human-like statues built hundreds of 
years ago on Easter Island, detailing the efforts to preserve the slowly disintegrating 
statues and the effects of tourism on the relationship the indigenous people, whose 
ancestors built the Moai, have with the statues. Includes interviews with Pedro Edmunds 
Paoa, the mayor of the only town on Easter Island; Jo Anne Van Tilburg, a professor of 
archaeology at the University of California, Los Angeles; and Cristan Moreno Pakarati, a 
historian and tour guide on the island. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Keith Sharman) (OAD: 
04/21/19 on 60 MINUTES) 

 (60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Great Adventures” OAD: 12/01/19, 8:30 – 9:30p) 

02/16/20 “A Continent On Fire” – a report on the Australian bush fires. While bush fires have always 
occurred in Australia, the scale is unprecedented. With the rise of poor air quality in cities 
and an estimated one billion animals killed, the fires impact the entire country. Scientists 
blame climate change for the extended fire season, saying the environment has become 
increasingly hot and dry at an alarming rate. Includes interviews with Marilyn Mills, bush 
fire victim; Greg Mullins, a fire captain; Joelle Gergis, climate scientist at the Australian 
National University; and Malcolm Turnbull, former Australian prime minister. (C: Holly 
Williams – P: Draggan Mihailovich, Jacqueline Williams) 

 “The Server” – a report on President Trump’s phone call to President Zelensky of Ukraine 
regarding a Democratic National Committee server, which ultimately led to his 
impeachment. After the 2016 election and Russian hack of DNC servers, U.S. intelligence 
agencies found the Russian government aided in Trump’s win. When the DNC submitted 



a copy of the server data to the FBI, Trump attempted to discredit the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence’s findings. The Republican-led Senate Intelligence 
Committee’s report on Russian interference was approved unanimously. Trump 
continues to deny any Russian involvement in his victory; he has since referred to this as 
the “Russian Hoax.’ Includes interviews with Ambassador Bill Taylor, who led the U.S. 
embassy in Ukraine; Andrea Kendall-Taylor, former deputy national intelligence officer 
and CIA Russia analyst; Senator Mark Warner, Democrat vice-chairman; and Robert 
Johnson, investigator of the DNC hack for CrowdStrike. (See also: “Investigating the 
President”, OAD: 02/17/19; “The Impeachment Inquiry”, OAD: 09/29/19; “The 
Impeachment Debate”, OAD: 10/06/19; and “The Russian Hack”, OAD: 11/24/19) (C: Scott 
Pelley – P: Maria Gavrilovic, Alex Ortiz) 

 “West Side Story” – a report on an updated production of the classic American musical 
West Side Story. Based on The groundbreaking 1957 musical, which itself is based on 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, it tells the story of two rival New York City Street gangs 
and a couple caught between the discord. This modern spin involves stripping down the 
original piece; there is no intermission and features a simple ‘black box’ performance 
space. A challenge to update due to its highly regarded status among musical lovers, the 
new musical attempts to meet expectations with a high performance quality – dances 
have been revamped to reflect street style and the cast reflects the city’s diversity. 
Includes interviews with Ivo Van Hove, director; Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker, 
choreographer; Scott Rudin, producer; Shereen Pimentel, who plays Maria; and Isaac 
Powell, who plays Tony. (See also: “Sondheim”, OAD: 03/13/88; and "West Side Story", 
OAD: 12/14/97) (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Ruth Streeter, Kaylee Tully) 

02/23/20 “Bernie Sanders” – a profile of Bernie Sanders, the 78-year-old Vermont senator currently 
leading the polls for the Democratic presidential nomination. Sanders calls himself a 
Democratic socialist and maintains he’s had the same message since his start in politics. 
He believes in higher taxes for the wealthy and feels it would allow all Americans access 
to jobs, healthcare, and education. Many who oppose him feel Sanders has communist 
leanings. Sanders urges participation in the political process and his support comes mostly 
from young voters. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Andy Court, Evie Salomon) 

 “298 Counts of Murder” – a report on the downing of Malaysia Flight 17. Six years ago, a 
missile took the aircraft down over Ukraine, killing 298 people on the flight traveling from 
Amsterdam to Malaysia. The Dutch found the crash unsettling – a small country, most 
people knew someone connected to the tragic event. Using civilian internet investigators, 
the authorities found the location from where the missile was shot: the Russian town of 
Kursk. Phone calls discussing the plane were also intercepted between Russia and their 
allies, and an eyewitness to the missile launch is set to come forward. The trial begins in 
the Netherlands next month for four men believed to be involved. Includes interviews 
with Samira Calehr, whose sons died; Mika Calehr, whose brothers died; Piet Ploeg, 
whose brother died; Andy Kraag, lead investigator for the Netherlands; Fred Westerbeke, 
chief prosecutor; Eliot Higgins, online detective; and Igor Girkin, a retired colonel who was 
in charge of the pro-Russia militia in Ukraine.  (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster) 



 “Vision of Music” – a profile of Matthew Whitaker. Whitaker, a blind jazz pianist, has 
been called a prodigy and has performed globally since the age of 11. His parents say he 
always had an ear for music, playing at an advanced level without being taught. After a 
complicated birth, Whitaker underwent eleven surgeries in an attempt to restore his 
eyesight with no success. With the help of teacher Dalia Sakas, a classically trained concert 
pianist and director of music at a school for the visually impaired, Whitaker learned to 
hone his skills. Neuroscientists have studied his MRIs to find a link between brain 
simulation and creativity. Includes Moses Whitaker, Matthew’s father; May Whitaker, 
Matthew’s mother; Dalia Sakas, director of music studies at the Filomen M. D’Agostino 
Greenberg Music School in New York City; and Dr. Charles Limb, a surgeon and 
neuroscientist. (Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Katy Textor) 

 The Mail – selected viewer comments on “The Server” (OAD: 02/16/20) 

48 HOURS 

02/01/20 48 HOURS: “The Death of Todd Stermer” – Linda Stermer, a Michigan woman accused of 
setting fire to her family home and murdering her husband, Todd Stermer, speaks out for 
the first time. On January 7, 2007, the Stermers’s house caught fire. Linda got out safely 
and went to the family’s van to get help. Todd made it out of the house but was horribly 
burned. After escaping the fire, Todd was run over by Linda. Though Linda maintains it 
was an accident, investigators were suspicious of her account. After the death of Todd 
Stermer, allegations of domestic abuse, battles over money, and accusations Linda was 
having an affair surfaced. In June 2009, Linda was charged with arson and murder. On 
January 5, 2010, Linda went on trial and maintained she doesn’t know how the fire 
started, and the running over of her husband was an accident. Prosecutors built their case 
on circumstantial evidence focusing on Linda’s actions before and after the fire. Her sons 
testified that on the day of the murder she pushed them out of the house and believe she 
drugged their father. A former friend of Linda’s testified she was having an affair with a 
co-worker. Linda was convicted of arson and murder and sentenced to life without parole. 
After serving 5 years, her appeal was denied in the Michigan Supreme Court. In 2016, her 
new attorney submitted her amended petition to the Federal Courts, blaming her 
conviction on her trial attorney’s decision to not hire a fire expert. In 2018, a Federal Judge 
Tarnow held Linda’s evidentiary hearing and two months later issued his ruling; after 
serving almost nine years in prison, Linda was released and her conviction overturned. 
The Michigan State Attorney General is appealing the Federal Court decision. Linda 
attended her hearing on December 3, 2019 and is currently awaiting the Federal Court’s 
decision. On-screen text graphic: FORTY-EIGHT HOURS will bring you the Federal Court’s 
decision as soon as it’s handed down. Interviewed: Linda Stermer, wife and convicted 
murder of Todd Stermer; Trevor and Trenton Stermer, Todd and Linda’s sons; Cory Pierce, 
Linda’s nephew; Brittany and Ashley Gibson, Linda’s daughters; Marti Bakhuyzen, Linda’s 
mom; Jeffrey Getting, Linda’s trial attorney; Stephen Berry, Kate Fox’s brother; Robert 
Trenkle, fire investigator; Wolfgang Mueller, Linda’s attorney. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Judy 
Rybak) 

 

  



02/08/20 48 HOURS: “Karrie’s Choice” (9:00 – 10:00p) – a report on the death of Michele Neurauter 
– a parent in the midst of a bitter custody battle who was possibly killed by her daughter. 
In 2017, Michele Neurauter was found hanging in her home in Corning, New York in what 
appeared to be a suicide. Police were troubled because a rope mark was found on her 
chin. Michele’s mother, Jeanne Laundy, pointed the finger at Michele’s ex-husband, Lloyd 
Neurauter, though he was in California at the time. Police later learned he stopped less 
than 100 miles away from the crime scene before he flew to California, after helping his 
daughter Karrie move into an apartment in Rochester, NY. Police began listening in to 
their conversations, which led to the father and daughter being charged with murder 
months later. Michele had accused Lloyd of trying to turn Karrie against her. Police 
believed Karrie was manipulated and brainwashed. Karrie pleaded guilty to second-
degree murder charges. Weeks before the trial, Lloyd plead guilty and was sentenced to 
life without parole. The District Attorney had Karrie’s charges reduced to second-degree 
manslaughter and she was sentenced to 1-3 years in prison. On-screen text graphic: 
Shortly after her sentencing in December 2018, Karrie Neurauter went before the parole 
board. Her parole application was denied. Karrie will be eligible to apply again in February 
2020. On-screen text graphic for the 02/08/20 rebroadcast: Karrie Neurauter was 
released from prison on parole on January 16, 2020. Interviewed: Jeanne Laundy, 
Michele’s mother; Brooks Baker, Steuben County District Attorney; Cynthia and Mina Raj, 
mother and daughter/friends of the Neurauter’s; Susan Betzjitomir, Michele’s divorce 
attorney; Jon McDivitt, Corning Police Sergeant; Jeff Spaulding, Corning Police Chief; Jeff 
Heverly, Lieutenant, Corning Police; James Volpe, Investigator, Corning Police. (C: Erin 
Moriarty – P: Christopher Gidez) (OAD: 03/23/19) 

02/08/20 48 HOURS: “The Case Against Ezra McCandless” (10:00- 11:00p) – an investigation into 
the 2018 death of Alex Woodworth. On March 22, 2018, Ezra McCandless appeared at 
the home of dairy farmer Don Sipple, near Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Ezra claimed she was a 
victim of assault and Sipple called 911. Ezra’s details were hazy at first, but eventually 
named ex-boyfriend Alex Woodworth as her attacker. Police discovered Woodworth’s 
body on a deserted road near the dairy farm. Ezra told investigators Alex carved the word 
“boy’ into her arm and then attacked her. The evidence did not match Ezra’s account. 
Ezra was arrested and charged with first-degree intentional homicide. At the trial, Ezra 
took the stand in her own defense and tried to portray herself as a meek and timid young 
woman incapable of murder. Prosecutors believed Ezra committed the crime to attract 
the attention of her former boyfriend, Jason Mengel. Ezra is found guilty of first-degree 
intentional homicide and sentenced to life in prison. Ezra must serve a minimum of 50-
years before she is eligible for release. Interviewed: Don Sipple, dairy farmer; Andrea 
Nodolf, Dunn County District Attorney; Jason Mengel, Ezra’s ex-boyfriend; Marv 
Woodworth, Alex’s grandfather; John Woodworth, Alex’s father; Detective Ryan Prock, 
Eau Claire Police Department; Julia Post, Ezra’s childhood friend; Woman #3, juror. (C: 
Jamie Yuccas – P: Jonathan Leach, Paul LaRosa) 

 

 



02/15/20 48 HOURS: “The Plot to Kill Dr. Sievers” – a follow-up to “Eleven Hundred Miles to 
Murder” (OAD: 02/18/17), a report on the 2015 murder of Dr. Teresa Sievers, murdered 
in her Bonita Springs, Florida home and the subsequent investigation. Police initially 
suspected her husband Mark Sievers, but he had an airtight alibi. A tip led police on a 
1,100-mile trek that took the case in an unexpected direction. Mark Sievers believed 
there might be a tie to other suspicious deaths of doctors around the country.  
Eventually, Mark Sievers became a person of interest. Two months after the murder, 
police arrested two men in Missouri and charged them with Dr. Sievers’s murder: Curtis 
Wayne Wright and Jimmy Ray Rogers traveled from Missouri to Florida and murdered 
Dr. Sievers.  Wright, a close friend of Mark Sievers, told police that Mark had taken out 
five life insurance policies on Dr. Sievers, had an open marriage, money problems, and 
other serious issues. Eight months after the murder, Wright admitted to killing Dr. 
Sievers and accused Mark Sievers of being the mastermind behind the crime. Mark 
Sievers was then charged with the murder of his wife. Curtis Wayne Wright plead guilty 
to the second-degree murder of Teresa Sievers and testified that it was Mark’s idea to 
kill Teresa.  In exchange for his testimony, he will serve 25-years in prison. In October 
2019, Rodgers went on trial and was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced 
to life in prison. A month later while still maintain his innocence, Mark Sievers went on 
trial and was convicted of first-degree murder in the death of his wife. In addition to the 
guilty verdict, the jury asked the judge to sentence Sievers to death. On January 3, 2020, 
Mark Sievers was sentenced to death. On-screen text graphic: The Sievers daughters, 
now teenagers, are being raised by Teresa’s family. The judge denied Mark Sievers’ 
request for a new trial. Interviewed: Jessica Lipscomb, crime reporter, Naples Daily 
News; Sandra Hoskins, Dr. Sievers’s medical assistant; Connie Reiss Landy, Mark 
Sievers’s stepsister; Jennie Weckelman, Mark Sievers’s stepmother; Frank Pais, Dr. 
Sievers’s co-worker; Greg Bolin, childhood friend of Mark Siever and Curtis Wayne 
Wright; Tyler Juliette and Jeff Conway, Jimmy Ray Rodgers bosses. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: 
Marcelena Spencer, Susan Mallie, Lisa Freed) (See also: 48 HOURS: “Eleven Hundred 
Miles to Murder”, OAD: 02/18/17; 1st rebroadcast: 08/12/17) 

02/22/20 48 HOURS: “In Jason’s Name” (9:00 - 10:00p) – a report on the 2015 death of Jason 
Corbett, an Irish businessman, killed by his American au-pair-turned-wife and her father. 
After his wife died, Corbett hired American Molly Martens to care for his children. Their 
relationship soon turned romantic and they married, moving to the United States. Tracy 
Lynch, Corbett’s sister, says that before his death, Jason professed his unhappiness in 
the marriage. She believes Molly acted in fear of the family’s separation. Both Molly and 
her father, former FBI agent Tom Martens, maintain Jason had become abusive and 
they acted in self-defense when he tried to strangle Molly during an argument. The 
prosecution said it was murder. They were both convicted of second-degree murder in 
2017, but have maintained their innocence. Lynch and the children went back to 
Ireland. In 2019, the state appeals court moved to allow oral arguments in the case. 
Lynch waits for the appeals court’s decision and has written a book about the case. On-
screen text graphic for 08/17/19 rebroadcast: A wrongful death lawsuit on behalf of 
Jason's children was settled by Tom Martens. There was no admission of wrongdoing by 
Tom or Molly. On-screen text graphic for 02/22/20 rebroadcast: On February 4, 2020, 
the North Carolina Court of Appeals reversed Tom and Molly’s convictions and ordered 



a new trial. They remain in prison. A wrongful death lawsuit on behalf of Jason's children 
was settled by Tom Martens. There was no admission of wrongdoing by Tom or Molly. 
Interviewed: Tracy Lynch, Jason’s sister; Wayne Corbett, Jason’s twin brother; Lynn 
Shanahan, Jason’s long-time friend; Mike Earnest, Molly’s uncle; Paul Dillon, Jason’s best 
friend; Keith Maginn, Molly’s former fiancé; Connor Martens, Molly’s brother; Assistant 
District Attorney Alan Martin, Davidson County, North Carolina. (C: Maureen Maher – P: 
Susan Mallie, Jennifer Terker) (OAD: 04/20/19; 1st Rebroadcast: 08/17/19) 

02/22/20 48 HOURS: “The Life and Death of Amie Harwick” (10:00 - 11:00p) – a report on the 
death of Hollywood family therapist and author, Amie Harwick. On the morning of 
February 15, Los Angeles police responded to a call of a “women screaming;” they found 
38-year-old Harwick lying unresponsive beneath the third-floor balcony of her home. 
Police found evidence of a struggle and forced entry. The cause of death was ruled to be 
blunt force injuries to the head and torso, with medical examiners finding evidence of 
strangulation. Harwick’s friends led investigators to her ex-boyfriend, Gareth 
Pursehouse. After dating in 2011, the relationship allegedly turned abusive. In 2012, a 
restraining order was filed against Pursehouse by Harwick. At the time of her death, the 
restraining order against Pursehouse had expired. Four days after Harwick’s death, 
Pursehouse was charged with one count of murder and first-degree residential burglary 
with a special circumstance allegation of lying in wait. He could face a minimum 
sentence of life in prison without the possibility of parole, and possibly the death 
penalty. He has not yet entered a plea. The death of Harwick, who was once 
romantically linked to THE PRICE IS RIGHT host Drew Carey, has put a spotlight on 
domestic abuse. This broadcast also contains follow-up interviews with stalking victims 
Peggy and Katherine, both former 48 HOURS subjects. On-screen text graphic: Amie’s 
parents, Penny and Tom Harwick, provided this statement: “We are heartbroken. We 
lost a daughter, but the world lost one incredible woman. We would like to thank 
Amie’s amazing friends for all of their support. We consider them our family.” Learn 
more about stalking, what you can do to prevent it and what you can do if you’re being 
stalked. Go to 48hours.com. Interviewed: Robert Coshland, Amie’s best friend; 
Moushumi Ghose, therapist, friend and mentor of Amie’s; Hernando Chaves, therapist, 
friend of Amie’s; Ashley Williss, friend of Amie’s; Kris Mohandie, forensic psychologist; 
Glenn Francis, photographer, friend of Gareth’s; Rudy Torres, friend of Amie and 
Gareth’s; Danny Beck, Amie’s ex-boyfriend; Peggy and Katherine, stalking victims; 
Supervisor Detective Eric Reade, Los Angeles Police Department’s Threat Management 
Unit; Jessica Everleth, true-crime television Executive Producer. (See also: 48 HOURS: 
“Stalking: Out of the Shadows” (9:00-10:00p) and “Stalked” (10:00-11:00p), OAD: 
02/25/17; 1st Rebroadcast: 09/09/17) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: James Stolz, Liza Finley, Paul 
LaRosa, Susan Mallie) 

 

  



 

02/29/20 48 HOURS: “Find Yura – Manhunt On The Dark Web” – a report on global hunt to track 
down Yura, the mastermind behind several hitman-for-hire websites, and the alleged 
plot to kill Alexis Stern. In July 2018, police informed Big Lake, Minnesota teen Alexis 
Stern that someone had gone dark web looking to have her killed. In 2017, 48 HOURS 
began investigating murder-for-hire websites and using information from sources to tip 
authorities leading to arrests, convictions and prison terms. The hunt for “Yura,” whose 
identity and location is unknown, has led 48 HOURS to England, India, and the Eastern 
European country of Moldova and eventually culminated in an encounter in Queens, NY. 
Alexis believes ex-boyfriend Adrian Fry paid Yura for her murder. Alexis, then fifteen 
years-old, met twenty year-old Adrian online and began a relationship with him. After 
meeting, Alexis felt Adrian was controlling; after two years of dating the relationship 
ended. After finding out Alexis had a new boyfriend, he sent threating messages. 48 
HOURS searched for Adrian in London. With the help of Lisa, a dark web intelligence 
analyst, 48 HOURS continues its search. Last November, Alexis received a letter from the 
FBI, stating that her case was closed because the “United States Attorney’s Office has 
declined to prosecute.” Interviewed: Alexis Stern, dark web murder-for-hire victim; Lisa, 
dark web intelligence analyst, CBS News consultant; Chris Monteiro, dark web hacker; 
Sergeant Daniel Murray, Woodridge, Illinois Police Department; Detective Michael 
Ulrey, Clarksville, Tennessee Police Department; Sydney Minor, dark web murder-for-
hire victim; Ilan Funke-Bilu, Beau Brigham’s defense attorney; Arshad Zargar, producer, 
48 HOURS; Santosh Sharma, marketing specialist; Man #1, suspected of being “Yura”. 
On-screen text graphic: FORTY-EIGHT HOURS has alerted the NYPD to the new 
developments in our dark web investigation. (See also: 48 HOURS: “Murder on the Dark 
Web” (9:00 – 10:00p) and “Click For A Killer” (10:00 – 11:00p), OAD: 09/29/18) (C: Peter 
Van Sant – no producers listed.) 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS  

02/04/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: STATE OF THE UNION – live coverage of President Donald 
Trump’s State of the Union Address to a joint session of Congress. Includes: (1) President 
Trump’s address. Preceded and followed by Correspondents’ commentary. (2) 
Democratic Response: Governor Gretchen Whitmer (D - Michigan). Followed by 
Correspondents’ commentary. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, Washington, 
D.C. studio); John Dickerson (D.C. studio); Margaret Brennan (D.C. studio); Nancy Cordes 
(Capitol Hill); Ben Tracy (White House); Ed O’Keefe (Manchester, NH). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs regarding the impeachment 
hearings, CBS News provided the following live coverage: 

02/03/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (11:00a – 12:15p) - 
initial chyron ID: Soon: House Managers & Pres. Trump’s Counsel Present Closing 
Arguments – live coverage of the Senate Impeachment Trial of President Donald Trump. 
The House Managers and White House Counsel will each have two hours to present 
closing arguments. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary and analysis, 
with reports from Capitol Hill and the White House - includes split screen video footage 
(no audio) of Senate Chambers; (2) live coverage of the Senate Impeachment trial, with 
House Managers presenting closing arguments: Rep. Jason Crow (D-CO); Rep. Val 
Demings (D-FL); Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY); Lead House Manager Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
CA); (3) Trial is adjourned for recess, with correspondents’ commentary and analysis 
including reports from the White House and Capitol Hill. Origination: Capitol Hill. 
Correspondents/analysts/contributors: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 
Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Paula Reid (CBS News Washington); former 
Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ) (CBS News contributor); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal 
analyst, CBS News Washington); Weijia Jiang (White House). 

02/03/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (12:52 – 03:14p) - 
initial chyron ID: President Trump’s Counsel Presents Closing Arguments – live coverage 
of White House Counsel’s presentation of closing arguments in the Senate 
Impeachment Trial of President Trump. Coverage includes: (1) trial resumes, with White 
House Counsel presenting closing arguments: Lead Senate Trial Counsel Pat Cipollone; 
Senate Trial Counsel Ken Starr; Senate Trial Counsel Michael Purpura; Senate Trial 
Counsel Patrick Philbin; Senate Trial Counsel Jay Sekulow; (2) House Managers present 
closing arguments: House Manager Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA); House Manager Rep. Sylvia 
Garcia (D-TX); House Manager Rep. Jason Crow (D-CO); House Manager Val Demings (D-
FL); House Manager Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY); Lead House Manager Rep. Adam Schiff 
(D-CA); (3) trial is adjourned, including correspondents’ commentary and analysis with 
reports from Capitol Hill and the White House. Origination: Capitol Hill. 
Correspondents/analysts/contributors: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 
Washington); Former Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ) (CBS News contributor, CBS News 
Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Kim 
Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News 
political analyst, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Paula Reid (White 
House). 

02/05/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (04:01 – 05:00p) - 
initial chyron ID: Lawmakers To Hold Final Vote On Articles Of Impeachment – live 
coverage as the United States Senate’s final vote on the articles of impeachment against 
President Donald Trump: abuse of power and obstruction of congress. This is the third 
time in American history that the Senate will vote to remove a president from office. In 
order for President Trump to be removed from office, 2/3 or 67 of the 100 Senators 
would need to vote yes. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary and 
analysis including reports that Utah Republican Senator Mitt Romney will vote to 
remove President Trump from office; West Virginia Democratic Senator Joe Manchin 



and Alabama Democratic Senator Doug Jones will vote to remove President Trump from 
office; with reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; (2) trial resumes; reading of 
Article 1 (Abuse of Power) and roll call vote; (3) Chief Justice of the United States John 
Roberts reads the verdict of not guilty as charged in the first article of impeachment; (4) 
reading of Article 2 (Obstruction of Congress) and roll call vote; (5) Chief Justice Roberts 
reads the verdict of not guilty as charged in the second article of impeachment; (6) 
President Trump is acquitted of charges in both articles of impeachment; (7) Senate 
Clerk reads an order sent to the desk by the Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY); (8) McConnell addresses the Senate floor and presents the Chief Justice Roberts 
with the golden gavel; (9) Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) address the 
Senate floor; (10) Chief Justice Roberts addresses Senate floor; (11) trial is adjourned, 
includes correspondents’ commentary and analysis with a report from the White House 
with a reaction from the Trump/Pence campaign and a report from Capitol Hill. 
Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts/contributors: Norah O’Donnell 
(anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Major Garrett (White 
House); John Dickerson (CBS News Washington); Margaret Brennan (CBS News 
Washington); Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS News Washington); Joel 
Payne (CBS News political contributor, CBS News Washington). 

02/06/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (12:17 – 01:31p) – initial chyron ID: President Trump To 
Deliver Remarks After Acquittal On Articles Of Impeachment – live coverage of President 
Trump’s scheduled remarks after he was acquitted Wednesday by the Senate on two 
articles of impeachment. The President expressed no contrition and called Democratic 
leaders ‘vicious and mean’. Coverage includes: (1) Commentary from O’Donnell, Garrett, 
and Tracy, including recorded footage (no audio) of this morning’s National Prayer 
Breakfast in Washington, DC, of Mr. Trump holding up copies of newspapers with 
banner headlines about his acquittal; (2) The President’s remarks; (3) Correspondents’ 
commentary, including: a report from Capitol Hill on House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 
weekly press briefing from this morning, which includes a recorded excerpt; a report 
from the East Room; and news that the Democratic chairman calls on the Iowa 
Democratic Party to begin a recanvas of caucus results. Origination: White House East 
Room. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Major 
Garrett (CBS News Washington); Ben Tracy (White House East Room); Nancy Cordes 
(Capitol Hill). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CBS NEWS CAMPAIGN 2020 

02/25/20 CBS NEWS: DEMOCRATIC DEBATE 2020 (8:00 – 10:08p) - live coverage of the debate 
between seven of the eight candidates for the 2020 Democratic presidential 
nomination. This debate is the last before the South Carolina primary and Super 
Tuesday. Participants: former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg; former South 
Bend, Indiana Mayor Pete Buttigieg; Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren; Vermont 
Senator Bernie Sanders; former Vice President Joe Biden; Minnesota Senator Amy 
Klobuchar; and businessman Tom Steyer. Origination: Gaillard Center, Charleston, SC. 
Moderators: Norah O’Donnell (anchor and managing editor, CBS EVENING NEWS); Gayle 
King (co-host, CBS THIS MORNING). Panelists: Margaret Brennan (moderator, FACE THE 
NATION, CBS News senior foreign affairs correspondent); Major Garrett, CBS News chief 
Washington correspondent); and Bill Whitaker (correspondent, 60 MINUTES). 

02/25/20 CBS NEWS: DEMOCRATIC DEBATE 2020: CBSN IN THE SPIN ROOM (10:08 – 11:00p) – 
special live coverage following the conclusion of the tenth Democratic primary debate. 
Includes panel discussions and analysis of the debate, interspersed between interviews 
with some of the 2020 Democratic presidential candidates: Minnesota Senator Amy 
Klobuchar; former Vice President Joe Biden; Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders; 
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren; and businessman Tom Steyer. Origination: 
Charleston, SC. Correspondents / contributor: Elaine Quijano (anchor, CBSN); Ed O’Keefe 
(CBS News political correspondent); Caitlin Huey-Burns (CBSN political reporter); 
Antjuan Seawright (CBS News political contributor, Democratic strategist); and Major 
Garrett (CBS News chief Washington correspondent). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

MARCH 2020 

FACE THE NATION 

03/01/20 Guests: Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections and Surveys director (1) (6); Senator 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 2020 Democratic presidential candidate (2); Alex Azar, Secretary 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) (4); Mike Pompeo, Secretary of State (5); Ed 
O’Keefe, CBS News political correspondent (6); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA 
Commissioner (7); Michael Crowley, The New York Times (8); Edward Wong, The New 
York Times (8) 

 Guest Interviewer: Scott Pelley, 60 MINUTES correspondent (3) 

 1) Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden’s win in last night’s South Carolina 
primary 

 2) Topics include: 2020 Democratic presidential primary / Super Tuesday / running 
against Joe Biden; Mr. Sanders’ disagreement with the pro-Israel lobby AIPAC; his 
foreign policy views 

3) a brief videotaped excerpt of Mr. Pelley’s interview with Democratic presidential 
candidate Michael Bloomberg for tonight’s 60 MINUTES 

 4) Topics include: spread of the coronavirus in the U.S. / potential panic among 
Americans / whistleblower complaint against HHS / potential disruptions to medical 
supply chains 

 5) Topics Include: timeline for U.S. troop withdrawal from Afghanistan / potential 
negotiations between President Trump and the Taliban / potential release of captured 
Taliban fighters / transparency with Congress 

 6) Topics include: 2020 Democratic presidential primary / Super Tuesday / enthusiasm 
among Sanders supporters / Michael Bloomberg’s campaign spending  

 7) Topics include: the Trump administration’s handling of the coronavirus outbreak / 
potential coronavirus treatment or vaccine 

 8) Topics include: Representative John Ratcliffe’s nomination as Nation Intelligence 
director / China’s transparency about the coronavirus / President Trump’s credibility in 
handling the coronavirus outbreak  

03/08/20 Guests: Governor Jay Inslee (D-WA) (1); Charlie D’Agata, CBS News foreign 
correspondent (2); Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT), Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee (4); Dr. Jerome Adams, U.S. Surgeon General (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former 
FDA Commissioner (6); Amy Walters, The Cook Political Report (7); Dan Balz, The 
Washington Post (7); Joel Payne, CBS News contributor (7); Leslie Sanchez, CBS News 
political contributor (7) 

 Guest Interviewer: Dr. John LaPook, CBS News chief medical correspondent (3) 



 1) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – Topics include: coronavirus cases in Seattle and 
greater Washington State / federal government response to outbreak / social distancing 
policy / potential quarantine measures / strain on the public health system / comments 
from Vice President Pence and President Trump 

 2) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – a report from Rome on the quarantine in place 
in Italy 

 3) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – a videotaped excerpt of Dr. LaPook’s interview 
with Dr. Anthony Fauci of the National Institute of Health for tonight’s 60 MINUTES 

 4) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – Topics include: lack of testing resources in 
Connecticut / potential school and business closures / Secretary Pompeo’s criticism of 
the Chinese government; President Trump’s negotiations with the Taliban 

 5) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – Topics include: Princess Cruise ships arriving in 
California / potential isolation of infected at military bases / advice to high-risk 
demographics / states’ response to outbreaks / HIV outbreak in Indiana under Vice 
President Pence 

 6) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – Topics include: potential quarantines in the 
U.S. / Trump administration outbreak plans / deadliness compared to seasonal flu / 
recovery rates in South Korea 

 7) Topics include: 2020 Democratic Presidential primary / Joe Biden’s Super Tuesday 
wins / African-American voter preferences; President Trump’s reelection efforts; 
potential Social Security and Medicare cuts 

03/15/20 Coronavirus: The Race to Respond 

Guests: Paula Reid, CBS News White House correspondent (1); Meg Oliver, CBS News 
correspondent (2); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (3); Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (4); Dr. 
Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (5); Larry Kudlow, director, National Economic 
Council (6); Brian Moynihan, CEO, Bank of America (7); Kris Van Cleave, CBS News 
transportation correspondent (8) 

 1) a report on President Trump being tested for coronavirus 

 2) a report from New Rochelle, NY on the quarantined areas in New Rochelle, NY and 
Washington State 

 3) a report from London on quarantined European cities 

 4) Topics include: coronavirus infection rates / U.S. response to coronavirus / 
coronavirus mortality rate / travel restrictions / social distancing / New Rochelle, NY 
quarantine / possibility of medical supply shortages / effects of coronavirus on children / 
availability of test kits 



 5) Topics include: availability of test kits / possibility of hospital room shortages / 
potential quarantines of more cities / social distancing / possibility of medical supply 
shortages 

 6) Topics include: paid leave bill passed by the House / corporate paid leave / availability 
of groceries / potential layoffs / potential travel industry bailout / Russian and Saudi 
Arabian oil production 

 7) Topics include: possibility of a financial crisis / deferred mortgage and credit card 
payments / consumer confidence / lowered consumer spending / predictions of a 
recession / potential travel industry bailout 

 8) Topics include: coronavirus impact on the airline industry / crowding at airports / 
potential domestic travel restrictions / keeping subways open in cities 

03/22/20 Coronavirus: The Race to Respond 

Guests: Jamie Yuccas, CBS News correspondent (1); Nancy Cordes, CBS News chief 
Congressional correspondent (2); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign 
correspondent (3); Dr. Anthony Fauci, director, National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases (4); Gary Cohn, former director, National Economic Council (5); Dr. 
Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (6); Richard J. Pollack, president & CEO, 
American Hospitals Association (7); Frederick K. Smith, chairman & CEO, FedEx (8); Kris 
Van Cleave, CBS News transportation correspondent (9); John Dickerson, 60 MINUTES 
correspondent (10) 

 1) a report from Los Angeles on the stay-at-home restrictions in several states 

 2) a report from Capitol Hill on economic rescue package negotiations in Congress 

 3) a report from London on the world-wide impact of the pandemic 

 4) Topics include: coronavirus infection rates in the U.S. / potential viral mutation / 
effects of coronavirus on younger people / companies volunteering to make personal 
protective equipment (PPE) / potential PPE shortages / disagreement with President 
Trump over drug treatment 

 5) Topics include: economic rescue package negotiations in Congress / potential 
economic impact of coronavirus / lost wages for the self-employed / potential financial 
crisis 

 6) Topics include: infection mitigation plans / states’ responses to outbreaks / potential 
drug treatments / potential coronavirus vaccine 

 7) Topics include: emergency funding for hospitals / delaying elective surgeries / need 
for ventilators and PPE 

 8) Topics include: increases in shipping business / difficulties in international shipping / 
protecting delivery workers and customers from coronavirus  

 9) Topics include: potential bailout of hotel and aviation industries / potential 
suspension of international and domestic flights 



 10) “Reporter’s Handbook” – a report on presidential leadership in times of national 
crisis 

03/29/20 Coronavirus: The Race to Respond 

Guests: Mark Strassman, CBS News correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News 
senior foreign correspondent (2); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (3); 
Secretary Steve Mnuchin, Department of the Treasury (4); Governor John Bel Edwards 
(D-LA) (5); Dr. Gianrico Farrugia, president and CEO, Mayo Clinic (6); Dr. David Heymann, 
special adviser, World Health Organization (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on the overtaxed healthcare system in states and shortages of 
personal protective equipment (PPE) and ventilators 

 2) a report from the U.K. on coronavirus infections internationally 

 3) Topics include: possible coronavirus death toll in the U.S. / potential White House 
order to loosen quarantine and isolation restrictions / effectiveness of homemade 
masks / speed of the FDA in approving new testing kits and mask sterilization guidelines 

 4) Topics include: $1,200 stimulus checks being sent to Americans / potential effects of 
the economic relief package / oversight of corporations receiving aid / potential 
unemployment levels 

 5) Topics include: possible shortage of ventilators and PPE in Louisiana / effectiveness of 
economic relief package / decision not to cancel Mardi Gras festivities  

 6) Topics include: shortage of ventilators and hospital beds nationally / potential 
effectiveness of antibody symptoms / possible use on contact tracing in the U.S. / new 
coronavirus testing methods in development 

 7) Topics include: comparing the effects of the coronavirus in the U.S. and abroad / 
effectiveness of early mitigation strategies in Asia / loss of taste and smell as a symptom 
/ possible immunity following infection / disease transmission between humans and 
animals / China closing borders to foreign entry 

60 MINUTES 

03/01/20 “Mike Bloomberg” – an interview/profile of former New York City Mayor and Democratic 
presidential candidate Mike Bloomberg. The 78- year-old is the ninth richest person in the 
world and has spent nearly $500 million on his campaign so far. Bloomberg, a latecomer 
to the race, believes his pragmatic approach and strategies would differ from Trump. He 
also hopes to overcome controversy surrounding his stop and frisk policy and allegations 
from his female employees. (See also: “Protecting New York”, OAD: 03/23/03; “The 
Impossible Dream?”, OAD: 04/27/03; “Tunnel Number Three”, OAD: 04/24/05; “The 
Billionaire”, OAD: 04/24/11; “Bloomberg”, OAD: 04/23/17) (C: Scott Pelley – P: Maria 
Gavrilovic) 

  



 “The Trial of a Navy Seal” – an interview with Edward Gallagher. The decorated Navy 
SEAL faced life in prison for crimes committed at war in Iraq, though he was acquitted 
after intervention from President Trump. Answering questions for the first time, 
Gallagher discusses people’s varied perceptions of him and the events leading up to this 
highly publicized controversy. Includes interviews with Tim Parlatore, Gallagher’s lawyer; 
Andrea Gallagher, his wife; and Marc Mukasey, an attorney for the Trump Organization 
who joined Gallagher’s defense team. (C: David Martin – P: Mary Walsh)  

“Array Of Hope” – a report on Category 5 hurricanes in the Bahamas. Scientists say the 
increase in the devastating storms is due to climate change. Though costly to install, solar 
power energy can help slow the changing weather patterns. Includes interviews with 
Vernon Malone, a resident of Hope Town; Brian Malone, Vernon’s son; Matt Winslow, a 
seasonal resident; Hubert Minnis, Bahamian Prime Minister; Chris Burgess and Justin 
Locke, who run the Islands Energy Program; Burlington Strachan, engineer; and Whitney 
Heastie, CEO of Bahamas Power and Light. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman) 

03/08/20 “COVID-19” – a report on the coronavirus. As the U.S. struggles to stop its spread, the 
disease continues to expand globally. Doctors are preparing pandemic respiratory virus 
plans for what they believe will be a surge in serious COVID-19 cases. Officials urge social 
distancing, while a shortage of diagnostic testing kits available to doctors has helped 
spread the disease. Includes interviews with Dr. Lisa Maragakis, infectious disease doctor; 
Sophia Henry, triage nurse; Dr. Tom Inglesby, director of the Johns Hopkins Center for 
Health Security; and Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. (C: Dr. Jon LaPook – P: Denise Schrier Cetta, Howard L. Rosenberg) 

“Fiona Hill” – a profile of Dr. Fiona Hill. The former official at the U.S. National Security 
Council specializing in Russian and European affairs gave testimony on Capitol Hill which 
greatly impacted the impeachment inquiry. One of the world’s leading experts on 
Vladimir Putin, she discusses his relationship with President Trump and its effect on 
American politics. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“Elfstedentocht” – a report on traditional Dutch ice skating race Elfstedentocht. Since 
1909, winning the 125 mile test of endurance has garnered national fame and honor. 
While the race is held in the Austrian Alps due to climate change, thousands of Dutch 
skaters travel to take part in the culturally significant competition. Includes interview with 
Wiebe Wieling, chief organizer; Erben Wennemars, world champion skater; Henk 
Angenent, brussels sprouts farmer and race winner; Norbert Jank, who decided the site 
of the race based on ice; Charit, Janika, Flores, Farika, Jenrique, Stunni, Hetti, Leonard, 
and Johan Blom, a family who competes in and/or watches the race yearly; and Howard 
Morris, an American librarian and race participant. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Heather Abbott) 

The Mail – selected viewer comments on “The Trial of a Navy Seal” (OAD: 03/01/20) 

 

 

 



03/15/20 “On The Frontline” – a report on New York’s response to the coronavirus. The outbreak 
of the virus has forced the state into quarantine, with Westchester County having one of 
the highest concentrations of coronavirus in the country. Public health nurses risk their 
health and safety in an effort to stop the spread. Includes interviews with Chevon Jones, 
Caitlin Doyle-Goldsmith, and Cathy Gomez, nurses from the Westchester County Health 
Department; Andrew Cuomo, the governor of New York; Dr. Sherlita Amler, Westchester 
County Health Commissioner; Noam Bramson, mayor of New Rochelle; Tamar Weinberg, 
a quarantined resident; and George Lattimer, County Executive of Westchester County. 
(See also: “COVID-19”, OAD: 03/08/20) (C: Scott Pelley – P: Guy Campanile) 

“Children of Flint” – a report on the impact of the Flint, Michigan water crisis. Five years 
ago, a nearly bankrupt Flint switched water supplies; after, the water in Flint was linked 
to dangerous lead levels in children. Residents, many of whom were exposed to the 
poisoned water, still fear the tap. Though publicity has subsided, the city still faces many 
of the same challenges along with long-term damage. Includes interviews with Sandra 
Jones, First Lady of the Greater Holy Temple Church of God in Flint; Larry Marshall and 
Kenyatta Dotson, residents of Flint; Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, a pediatrician in Flint; Rick 
Snyder, former Governor of Michigan; and Dr. Manish Arora, a doctor at Mount Sinai 
Hospital. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Guy Campanile, Lucy Hatcher) 

“King of the Road” – a report on driverless truck technology. Truckers move 70% of the 
nation’s goods and many are at risk of losing work due to the rapid expansion of 
autonomous rigs. With major advances in sensor technology, experts say driverless trucks 
will be widespread by 2021. Includes interviews with Jeff and Tanner Widdows, Linda 
Allen, and Eric Richardson, all truckers; Chuck Price, chief product officer at TuSimple; 
Maureen Fitzgerald, a trucker testing autonomous vehicles; John Panttila, who monitors 
software in driverless trucks; Steve Viscelli, a sociologist at the University of Pennsylvania 
and an expert in freight transportation and automation; and Sam Loesche, legislative 
representative with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. (See also: “Hands Off 
The Wheel”, OAD: 10/04/15; and “Artificial Intelligence”, OAD: 10/09/16) (C: Jon 
Wertheim – P: Michael Karzis) 

03/22/20 “Stopping the Virus” – a report on the global effort to develop a coronavirus vaccine. 
Currently, there is no vaccine or treatment for the virus. The rapid spread has caused a 
race to stop the disease, with scientists expediting research efforts to create a vaccine. 
Includes interviews with Carl Goldman, a patient in a biocontainment room; Dr. Angela 
Hewlett, medical director of the biocontainment unit at University of Nebraska Medical 
Center; Kate Broderick, senior vice president of Research and Development at Inovio 
Pharmaceuticals; and Stephen Hodge, president of Moderna. (See also: “COVID-19”, OAD: 
03/08/20; and “On The Frontline”, OAD: 03/15/20) (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman, 
Ali Rawaf) 

“The Economic Emergency” – a profile of Neel Kashkari. President of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Minneapolis and former Assistant Treasury Secretary, he was in charge of the 
program which helped end the Great Recession. He gives insight into coronavirus related 
layoffs, what he believes to be an impending recession, and the role of the Federal 
Reserve in bailing out the economy. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster) 



“A Populist Movement” – a report on Hungary’s populist movement and its new program 
to stimulate birth rate in an attempt to thwart the population’s steep decline. The Family 
Protection Action Plan rewards couples – deemed eligible by the right-wing government 
– for having children, and was developed in an effort to shape public policy and stop 
immigration into Hungary. Includes interviews with Katalin Novak, Hungary’s Minister of 
State for Family and Youth Affairs; Zoltan Benko, a recently married man; Anna Donath, a 
Hungarian member of the European Parliament and a leader of the Momentum Party; 
Peter Kreko, a social psychologist and head of the Political Capitol Institute; and Laszlo 
Toroczkai, mayor of Asotthalom. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Michael H. Gavshon) 

“Ender” – Due to coronavirus restrictions, for the first time in 52 years, 60 MINUTES will 
not be broadcast from the CBS Broadcast Center in New York City. (C: Bill Whitaker) 

03/29/20 “The Epicenter” – a report on the rise of coronavirus in New York City. With hospitals 
overwhelmed by the aggressive disease, New York State has almost half the known cases 
in the U.S. Critical care doctors and nurses are attempting to handle the massive waves 
of patients as supplies and space are diminishing. Includes interviews with Dr. Gul Zaidi, 
a critical care specialist at Long Island Jewish Medical Center in Queens; Dr. Mangala 
Narasimhan, chief of critical care at Long Island Jewish Medical Center; Dr. Eric 
Gottesman, a doctor at North Shore University Hospital on Long Island; Lieutenant 
General Todd Semonite, commander of the Army Corps of Engineers; Bill de Blasio, mayor 
of New York; Mike Dowling, CEO of Northwell Health System; Elyse Isopo, a critical care 
nurse practitioner at North Shore University Hospital on Long Island; and Dr. Sameer 
Khanijo, a doctor at Long Island Jewish Medical Center in Queens. (See also: “COVID-19”, 
OAD: 03/08/20; “On The Frontline”, OAD: 03/15/20; and “Stopping the Virus”, OAD: 
03/22/20) (C: Scott Pelley – P: Maria Gavrilovic, Alex Ortiz) 

 “Brené Brown” – a profile of Professor Brené Brown. The researcher turned author and 
speaker uses her experience studying human behavior and emotion to relate to her 
audience. Brown doesn’t consider herself a ‘self-help’ author and instead feels people 
need others, preaching that vulnerability is not a weakness. She also discusses how her 
methods to quell anxiety can help people during the uncertain times of quarantine. 
Includes interviews with Air Force Colonel Dede Halfhill, spokeswoman for the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and Karen Walrond and Laura Mayes, friends of Brown. (C: Bill 
Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman) 

 “The African Basketball Trail” – a report on the Africa to U.S. basketball trail. Recruited 
African teens are brought to the U.S. under the guise of a better life playing basketball. 
Questionable organizations and suspect recruiters often mistreat and exploit the young 
players while disregarding visa laws, which can result in deportation and financial loss. 
Includes interviews with Tacko Fall, NBA rookie; Blessing Ejiofor and Souley Doumbia, who 
were recruited; Scott Rosner, a sports management professor at Columbia University; 
Evelyn Mack, head of the Evelyn Mack Academy; Kenny Smith, assistant U.S. attorney; 
and Aris Hines, a recruiter. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Oriana Zill de Granados, Emily Gordon) 

 

 



48 HOURS 

03/07/20 48 HOURS: “The Case Against Sandra Garner” – a report on the murder of Jon Garner 
and the trial of his wife, Sandra, accused of the crime. In January 2018, Maypearl, Texas 
police responded to Sandra Garner’s 911 call about her husband, Jon, having been shot 
by a home intruder. Officer Boyd Norton was aided in the investigation by Ellis County 
Sheriff Shane Thompson. After questioning Sandra and her son Wes, police began to 
consider her a suspect. They found suspicious search queries on her electronic devices 
as well as a gun matching the one used to kill Jon stashed under the front seat of her 
car. Sandra was arrested for Jon’s murder. In September 2019, Sandra’s trial began. In 
court, prosecutor Lindy Beaty mocked Sandra’s story, but privately she and co-
prosecutor Ricky Sipes, were unsure of the strength of their cases based on errors in the 
police’s investigation: police took too long to respond to Sandra’s call and secure the 
crime scene, they failed to fingerprint Sandra’s car, and a series of crime scene photos 
Officer Norton took disappeared from his phone. Prosecutors also lacked a motive for 
Sandra, but could ascribe a financial motive to Wes, whose alibi also turned out to not 
be valid and proved much of the information against Sandra. After three hours of 
deliberation, the jury returned a not guilty verdict. Sandra was released, but much of 
her family still believes she is Jon’s killer. Sandra and her daughter no longer speak to 
Wes. On-screen text graphic: Jon Garner’s family believes Wes was not involved in Jon’s 
murder. They remain close to him. Interviewed: Sandra Garner; Chief Boyd Norton, 
Maypearl Police investigator; Sheriff Shane Thompson, Ellis County Sheriff’s Office 
investigator; Andrea Miller, Sandra’s daughter; Jessica Garner, married to Jon’s cousin; 
Tom Pappas, Sandra’s trial attorney; Lindy Beaty, trial co-prosecutor; and Ricky Sipes, 
trial co-prosecutor. (C: Richard Schlesinger – P: Lisa Freed, Matthew Goldfarb) 

03/14/20 48 HOURS: “Broken Hearts” – a report on how the death of Karen Ermert was 
connected to a lifesaving heart transplant for Eva Baisey. Gene Weingarten, a writer for 
The Washington Post, had the idea that reporting on any single day could encapsulate 
the entire human experience. He and Editor Tom Shroder, placed twenty years of dates 
into a hat and randomly chose December 28, 1986. This led Weingarten to Detective 
Tommy Lee, who had been holding onto the file for Karen Ermert’s case for decades. In 
Fairfax County, Virginia in the 1980s, Karen was in a relationship with Mark Willey. 
According to Mark’s friend Rich Lieb, Mark was very possessive and jealous; he stalked 
Karen and committed acts of physical violence against her. In 1986, Karen broke up with 
Mark. On the evening of December 26th, an intoxicated Mark climbed a tree and entered 
Karen’s apartment in an attempt to reconcile; she refused. Mark retrieved a rifle from 
his car and killed her and then himself. Elsewhere in the county, Eva Baisey -- a 20 year 
old nursing student at Fairfax Hospital -- needed a heart transplant. At the time, it was 
illegal to perform the surgery at any Washington D.C. area hospitals. Dr. Ed Lefrak, chief 
of cardiac surgery at Fairfax Hospital, recruited celebrated surgeon Dr. Christiaan 
Barnard to lobby the state health commissioner on Lefrak’s behalf. Barnard was 
successful -- all that was left was to wait for a donor. On December 27, 1986, a viable 
heart became available from Mark Willey, whose suicide had left him braindead, but his 
heart was still beating. The next day, Dr. Lefrak replaced Eva’s heart. Though her 
procedure was successful, Eva was told she would never be allowed to work in 



healthcare due to fears over her susceptibility to disease. However, as Eva’s life 
expectancy projection climbed, that restriction was removed and she was able to begin 
a career in nursing. Eva continues to have a celebratory anniversary call with her 
transplant team every December 28th. She finally learned the source of her heart when 
Gene Weingarten published his book in 2019; Eva expressed remorse and gratitude 
toward Mark’s family. Rich Lieb was happy that Karen Ermert’s death allowed Eva to 
live. On-screen text graphic: To sign up to be an organ donor visit the National Donate 
Life Registry at Registerme.org. Interviewed: Gene Weingarten, writer for The 
Washington Post; Detective Tommy Lee, Fairfax Police; Rich Lieb, friend of Karen 
Ermert; Dr. Ed Lefrak, chief of cardiac surgery, Fairfax Hospital; Mary Dellinger, surgical 
nurse; Deidre Carolan Doerflinger, Eva’s primary care nurse; Eva Baisey, heart transplant 
recipient; Mary Beth Maydosz, transplant coordinator; Antonio Baisey, Eva’s son. (C: Jim 
Axelrod – P: Liza Finley, Richard Fetzer) 

03/21/20 48 HOURS: “The Troubling Case Against Kevin Cooper” (10:00 - 11:00p) – an update to 
a 2019 report on the controversial murder case against California death row inmate 
Kevin Cooper, who was convicted of the 1983 murder of Doug and Penny Ryen, their 
daughter Jessica, and friend Christopher Hughes in Chino Hills, California. Eight-year-old 
Josh Ryen, though seriously wounded, survived the attack. 48 HOURS has been 
investigating Kevin Cooper’s case ever since he wrote to Erin Moriarty two decades ago, 
proclaiming his innocence. After the June 4, 1983 murders, Josh indicated to police 
three white people were responsible. Police eventually decided Josh was wrong with his 
identification and recent prison escapee Kevin Cooper seemed to fit the bill because he 
had hidden near the Ryen home. Cooper was paraded before cameras and the trial 
became racially charged because Cooper is black. Blood evidence, but none of Cooper’s 
fingerprints, were found at the scene. The trial was moved to San Diego and Josh 
testified by video, but his memory was hazy and he no longer remembered the 
attackers. Cooper, who always denied the murders, was convicted and sentenced to 
death. Dr. Mary Howell, Josh’s grandmother, was not convinced that Cooper was guilty. 
By 2000, Cooper was still on death row. Questions remained and Josh, then eighteen-
years-old, was still unsure Cooper was there. Private investigator Paul Ingels felt the 
case deserved a second look; his investigation led to a number of new leads, including 
potential suspect Lee Furrow, who the police initially discounted. Furrow denied 
responsibility. In 2001, an agreement was made for additional DNA testing, but the 2002 
post-conviction DNA test results did not exonerate Cooper, and significant issues were 
raised regarding the process. In 2008, Dr. Mary Howell died. After the state of California 
agreed to DNA testing, the lab results all pointed to Cooper, but many maintain the 
evidence was tampered with. After nineteen years on death row, the 9th Circuit federal 
appellate court stayed Cooper’s execution. New York Times journalist Nicholas Kristof 
wrote an Op-Ed article about the case and former FBI agent Tom Parker was hired by 
Norman Hile, Cooper’s defense attorney, to re-investigate. New attention was given to 
Lee Furrow, following information from witnesses that three white men splattered with 
blood, were seen in a nearby bar on the night of the crime. At the end of 2018, 
Governor Jerry Brown ordered new DNA testing and a retired judge was appointed to 
make sure the tests are done properly. 03/21/20 UPDATE: In March 2019, new 
California Governor Gavin Newsom ordered additional DNA testing, including a vial that 



contained Cooper’s blood; he also suspended all state executions. The tests were 
carried out, however the DNA on the items -- except for on an orange towel -- was too 
degraded to provide conclusive results. The results from the towel did not match 
Cooper, Lee Furrow, or anyone in the CODIS national database. Defense attorney and 
DNS specialist Bicka Barlow discovered the vial containing Cooper’s 1983 blood sample 
was empty. Investigator Tom Parker found two new witnesses who claim Furrow 
confessed to the crime. Cooper’s defense team has asked Governor Newsom to look 
into their claims of evidence tampering. On-screen text graphic: Further test results are 
expected within the next few months. Interviewed: Paul Ingels (private investigator); Dr. 
Mary Howell Josh Ryen’s maternal grandmother); Floyd Tidwell (former San Bernardino 
County Sheriff); Josh Ryen (survivor, interviewed as a 28-year old); Dale Sharp (Deputy 
Sheriff); Dennis Kottmeier (District Attorney); Norman Hile (Cooper’s defense attorney); 
Lee Furrow (suspect); Diana Roper (Furrow’s former girlfriend, now deceased); Christine 
Slonaker and Mary Wolfe (witnesses at the bar); Nicholas Kristoff (journalist, The New 
York Times); Tom Parke (former FBI Agent); Judge William Fletcher; Michael Ramos 
(current District Attorney); Dr. Paul Krane (DNA expert); Kevin Cooper (telephone 
interview with Correspondent Erin Moriarty); and Bicka Barlow (Defense attorney / DNA 
specialist) (See also: (48 HOURS MYSTERIES) "A Grandmother's Mission", OAD: 
10/26/00; 1st rebroadcast: 08/03/01; 48 HOURS MYSTERY: "Deadly Truth", OAD: 
09/17/03 - a follow-up to “A Grandmother’s Mission”; and 48 HOURS: “Letter from San 
Quentin” (9:00 - 10:00p) and “Was Kevin Cooper Framed?” (10:00 - 11:00p), OAD: 
01/26/19 - a two-part report.) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Marcelena Spencer, Dena Goldstein, 
Lisa Freed) 

03/28/20 48 HOURS: “Lizzie Borden Took an Axe…” – a report detailing the 1892 murder 
accusations against Lizzie Borden and a mock trial with modern forensics experts, 
attorneys, and jurors. The Borden family lived in Fall River, Massachusetts. Despite his 
wealth, Andrew Borden was known to be very frugal. He lived in a house that lacked 
indoor plumbing and gas lighting, with daughters Emma and Lizzie, and second wife 
Abby. On August 4th, 1892, Lizzie alerted her neighbor that her father had been killed. 
The neighbor noted that there was no blood on her. When police arrived, they found 
Andrew in the sitting room and Abby in an upstairs room – both had been hacked to 
death. Emma had been away visiting friends and was not at the house. Five days later, 
Lizzie was able to give her version of events during the police inquest. Police were able 
to construct a timeline for the murders and when looking for a motive, focused on how 
Lizzie and Emma begrudged their father for his frugality and for buying a house for his 
wife’s sister, rather than the two of them. Other than around the bodies, the only blood 
found in the house was a spot on one of Lizzie’s undergarments and the bloody rags in 
the basement. Lizzie explained both were the result of her menstruating, and the 
primitiveness of forensics at the time did not allow for further testing. Police were also 
suspicious that the day after her father’s funeral, Lizzie burned a dress in the stove and 
claimed it was ruined from paint. Initially lacking a murder weapon, police later found a 
hatchet head covered with ash in the basement; the handle appeared to have been 
freshly broken off. Witnesses claimed to have seen Lizzie’s failed attempt to buy prussic 
acid, a powerful poison. Lizzie was arrested for murder at the close of the inquest On 
June 5, 1893, Lizzie’s trial began in New Bedford, MA. Over the course of a week, the 



prosecution laid out their case with expert witnesses and medical testimony, but the 
judge did not allow them to mention Lizzie’s attempt to buy poison. The defense teams 
spent two days attempting to raise reasonable doubt. After two hours of deliberation, 
the all-male jury returned with a not guilty verdict. Following her acquittal, Lizzie and 
Emma used their inheritance to buy a large house in the rich part of town, however, 
Lizzie was shunned from the church that had brought her solace and Emma too 
eventually left her. She lived as a recluse until her death in June of 1927. Emma would 
pass away nine days later. Both were laid to rest near Andrew and Abby. Nevertheless, 
popular culture has cast Lizzie Borden as one of America’s most notorious killers. Los 
Angeles author Cara Robertson first became interested in Lizzie Borden when searching 
a subject for her college thesis; thirty years later, Simon & Schuster published her book, 
“The Trial of Lizzie Borden.” Using a jury recruiting firm and paid jurors, a modern Lizzie 
Borden trial is staged with Anna-Sigga Niccolazzi as prosecutor; Matthew Troiano for the 
defense; and Erin Rubas and Andrew Schweighardt as expert witnesses. Both attorneys 
would only be able to use evidence presented at the original trial. The eight jurors 
deliberated, with attorneys allowed to listen in. After one hour, a vote was taken: on the 
first count, the murder of Abby Borden, it was a hung jury with only one juror voting not 
guilty; on the second count, the murder of Andrew Borden, it was again a hung jury, 
with two not guilty votes. Interviewed: Cara Robertson, author; Anna-Sigga Niccolazzi, 
former prosecutor, Brooklyn district attorney; Matthew Troiano, defense attorney; Erin 
Rubas, crime scene investigator, former homicide detective; and Andrew Schweighardt, 
criminalist, New York City Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: 
Josh Gelman) 

CBS NEWS CAMPAIGN 2020 

03/03/20 CBS NEWS: SUPER TUESDAY 2020 – live coverage of the results of the fourteen 
Democratic presidential primaries - Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Vermont, and Virginia - and the Democratic caucus in American Samoa. Former vice 
president Joe Biden; former New York City mayor Mike Bloomberg; Representative Tulsi 
Gabbard (D-HI); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT); and Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) are 
all vying for the 1,344 delegates at stake. In addition to the commentary and analysis, 
coverage will include exit poll results, voter maps, and reports from campaigns and key 
states. Coverage includes: (1) live report from the Biden campaign - includes a recorded 
excerpt (no audio) from earlier today of Mr. Biden in East Los Angeles; (2) live report 
from the Sanders campaign; (3) Chip Reid’s live report from Charlotte, NC; (4) live 
coverage of Mike Bloomberg addressing supporters at his campaign headquarters in 
West Palm Beach, FL; (5) Jonathan Vigliotti’s live report from Kirkland, WA on the 
coronavirus outbreak; (6) live report from West Palm Beach, FL on the Bloomberg 
campaign; (7) live report from Houston, TX; (8) live report from Cookeville, TN on the 
tornadoes; (9) live report from the Bloomberg campaign in West Palm Beach, FL; (10) 
live report from the Warren campaign headquarters in Detroit, MI; (11); live report from 
Houston, TX on the long lines for voting; (12) live report from the Sanders campaign 
headquarters in Essex Junction, VT, including live coverage of Senator Sanders 
addressing supporters; and (13) live coverage of Joe Biden addressing supporters in Los 



Angeles, CA. Correspondents / contributors / analysts: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS 
News Election Headquarters, Washington); Major Garrett (CBS News chief Washington 
correspondent, CBS News Election Headquarters, Washington); Ed O’Keefe (CBS News 
political correspondent, CBS News Election Headquarters, Washington); Jamal Simmons 
(CBS News political analyst, Democratic strategist, CBS News Election Headquarters, 
Washington); Margaret Brennan (moderator, FACE THE NATION, CBS News Election 
Headquarters, Washington); John Dickerson (CBS News senior political analyst, 
correspondent, 60 MINUTES, CBS News Election Headquarters, Washington); Jamie 
Yuccas (CBS News correspondent, Los Angeles, CA - with the Biden campaign); Nancy 
Cordes (Essex Junction, VT - with the Sanders campaign); Anthony Salvanto (CBS News 
Elections and Surveys director, New York); Chip Reid (CBS News national correspondent, 
Charlotte, NC); Jonathan Vigliotti (CBS News national correspondent, Kirkland, WA); 
Nikole Killion (Bloomberg Campaign HQ, West Palm Beach, FL); Maria Elena Salinas (CBS 
News contributor, CBS News Election Headquarters, Washington); Reince Priebus (CBS 
News Political analyst, CBS News Headquarters, Washington); Omar Villafranca (CBS 
News correspondent, Houston, TX); David Begnaud (CBS News lead national 
correspondent, Cookeville, TN); Manuel Bojorquez (CBS News National correspondent, 
Detroit, MI – with the Warren campaign); Caitlin Huey-Burns (CBSN political reporter, 
Houston, TX); Robby Mook (CBS News political contributor, CBS News Election 
Headquarters, Washington); and Terry Sullivan (CBS News political contributor, CBS 
News Election Headquarters, Washington). 


