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Attached are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this station during the 
reporting period. 
 
The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times indicated.  
Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues of concern to viewers in 
the area where the station is located. 
 
LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 
The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues 
during this reporting period are listed on the following pages.   
 
Local Issue/Concern and Brief Description  
        
 
Capitol Riots    On January 6, 2021,  the US Capitol was stormed during a riot  
     and violent attack against the United States Congress. A mob  
     of supporters of President Trump attempted to overturn his  
     defeat in the 2020 presidential election by disrupting a joint  
     session of Congress who were in the process of formalizing the  
     electoral vote count for Joe Biden’s victory. The Capitol   
     complex was locked down and lawmakers and staff were  
     evacuated while rioters occupied and vandalized the building  
     for hours. More than 140 people were injured in the storming  
     of the Capitol, and four people died during or shortly after— 
     including police officers.  After this historic event, there were  
     stories to be told. Who was responsible, the police response,  
     security going forward and the cost of pubic defenders. 
     Coverage also included a WUSA 9 half hour special titled:  
     Democracy Matters. 
 
 



Coronavirus    Covid-19 continues to impact the way we work and live.   
     WUSA 9 reported on medical updates including the   
     vaccination and rollout, information from medical experts,  
     lasting impacts of the virus, herd immunity and mental health.   
     Topics also included Inauguration during a pandemic, covid and  
     housing relief, teletherapy, vaccine diversity, DC’s financial  
     future, college sports being cut and impact on local businesses.  
     WUSA 9 also aired a 30 minute special titled: The Pandemic  
     Continues: One Year Later. 
     
Equality Matters   Following the death of George Floyd, WUSA 9 started an  
     ongoing campaign called Equality Matters. The purpose of  
     Equality Matters is to shed light on wrongs when people are not 
     treated with equal rights, liberties, status, and equal access. In  
     addition to exposing wrongs, we also share the good people are 
     doing in our communities to right wrongs and show how they  
     are making sure equality matters for all.  WUSA 9 also    
     celebrated Black History  Month by not only recognizing and  
     celebrating the achievements of black Americans who have  
     made their mark on history, but also highlighting individuals  
     who are making an impact today by working to make things  
     better for future generations.       
 
Inauguration Prime Special  WUSA 9 Live & Local Perspective: Inauguration Day was a one  

     hour special giving context to this historic day.  What lies  

     ahead for the Biden Administration and the swearing-in of the  

     first female, black and Asian Vice President Kamala Harris. 

Military Accidents   It is a statistic that almost seems unbelievable. More active duty 
     service members die in training, than in combat fighting  
     America’s wars. This is according to a Congressional report. The  
     training deaths include those killed when their military vehicles  
     rollover. 
 
Crime and Policing   Investigation on the MGM Grand shooting, not on police  
     blotters and this crime information was never released 
     to the public. Also, Lesli Foster’s interview with Chief  
     Robert Contee, acting Chief of the Metropolitan Police   
     Department.  His philosophy on policing and focus on riots 
     going forward.  
 
Public Safety/Housing-DCRA  For nearly 3 years, WUSA 9 has been reporting on the troubled  
     DC government agency DCRA—the District Department of  
     Consumer Regulatory Affairs. This agency is responsible for  
     keeping people safe. They do elevator inspections, building  
     code inspections and other safety measures. But the agency  
     has been lax in their inspection process causing safety   
     nightmares for residents and visitors to our city.  



Ongoing Investigative Stories  WUSA 9’s investigative team continued to update and report  
     on the following issues:  military housing and big rigs, big  
     risks – concerns about trucks and safety guards.  
 
Heart Health     Heart health matters, and WUSA 9 is committed to helping our  
     community live stronger, healthier lives. During the month of  
     February, we highlighted heart health stories and solutions  
     right here in the DMV.  
 
Women’s History Month  Women's History Month highlights the contributions of women  
     to events in history and  contemporary society. On Great Day  
     Washington, we worked to bring achievements of women  
     to light.  
 
For The Culture    Ongoing series that highlights DC area history, traditions and  
     cultural issues.  We speak to people who are doing the work 
     to push their communities forward.     
             
     Washington, DC was once nicknamed Chocolate City because of  
     its majority African-American population. The demographic  
     makeup of the city has changed because of the effects of  
     gentrification. Along with the black population decreasing,  
     many native Washingtonians felt their history, traditions, and  
     culture were being wiped out. This segment celebrates DC  
     natives, educates viewers about history in the District, and  
     shines light on some of the most important social and economic 
     issues people of color are currently facing. 
 

All About Her    Ongoing series that highlights inspiring women across the DMV  

     who are making a difference. The stories showcase trailblazing  

     women who are paving the way for others. Most importantly,  

     these women donate their time and money to push their  

     communities forward. 

Verify     WUSA 9’s VERIFY team answered questions from the   

     community with vetted  experts, original documents and  

     fact-checking to get to the truth.  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Local Issue        Capitol Riots 
 
January 8, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:30 length) 
US Capitol Police Response 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
The world watched major security breaches happen when a pro-Trump mob wreaked havoc inside and 
around the Capitol. Just about everything you can think of went wrong on Capitol Hill when it came to 
security, according to experts. A WUSA 9 source, who is a former USCP official, said what appeared to be 
a slow response should not have happened. The source explained the exhaustive process the 
department uses to prepare for potential threats. 
 
January 8, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:46 length) 
25th Amendment  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
WUSA 9 explains the 25th Amendment and whether President Trump could actually be removed from 
office before the inauguration. Interview with Larry Sabato, UVA Center for Politics Director. 
 
January 8, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/3:16 length) 
Trump Rioters Met With Minimal Force In Comparison To Black Lives Matter Protesters 
Reporter: Megan Rivers 
 
The difference in the way the pro-Trump rioters were treated in comparison to Black Lives Matter 
protests from over the summer.  WUSA 9 spoke with Trump protesters on Thursday after they 
witnessed a mob of people take over the Capitol. 
 
January 11, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
Violence at US Capitol brings Horrific Memories Of Charlottesville Riots 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
The violence at the United States Capitol brought back horrific memories for those who witnessed the 
white supremacist violence in Charlottesville, Virginia four years ago. For this story, WUSA 9 interviewed 
the University of Virginia Center for Politics Director Larry Sabato about the events. He explained that 
while there are similarities between the two events, there really is no comparison to this dark day in our 
nation’s history. 
 
January 12, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:14 length) 
DC Resident Who Attended US Capitol Riot Details Experience In Social Media Video 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
A DC man who was outside of the US Capitol when a pro-Trump mob rioted on January 6, described 
what he saw and how he felt in a video.  This video has garnered more than 500,000 views on social 
media. Cirilo Manego III considers the Capitol Hill area to be a part of his neighborhood and decided to 
go to the Capitol to figure out what was going on in his own backyard. Conversations have begun on 
social media platforms around some people feeling that race and privilege played a factor in how the 
mob was treated by law enforcement. 
 



 
 
January 13, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:05 length) 
Artist Creates Paintings Revealing Stark Differences Between Capitol Riot, Racial Equality Protest 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
After the insurrection at the US Capitol, one DC area artist is telling the story through paint. He  
captured two different realities through his eyes and put them to canvas. The artist compared his most 
recent piece to a painting he created over the summer and how they show two Americas.  A Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. speech, which birthed the term ‘two Americas’, discussed the connection between 
racism, privilege, and economic inequities. Many argue the term still rings true more than 55 years later 
through images captured in the nation’s capital.  The creator hopes his work will get people talking and 
help move the country toward making some real change.  Interview with artist Shawn Perkins. 
 
January 13, 2021 (7pm/30 minutes length) 
Show: Democracy Matters 
Leslie Foster - host 
 
30 minute WUSA 9 News Special.  The events that happened at the US Capitol on January 6,  2021 shook 
our democracy.  WUSA 9 takes an in-depth look at how a mob of rioters managed to break their way 
into the Capitol for an insurrection. This special included interviews with US Representative Gerry 
Connolly, Representative Joyce Beatty and Retired FBI Official Thomas O’Connor.  
 
January 18, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:44 length) 
Businesses In The Secure Zone  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
These unprecedented security measures are having a big impact on our local businesses. The 
inauguration is typically a time when sales skyrocket with so many people visiting DC, but not this year. 
WUSA 9 spoke with The Hamilton and Old Ebbit Grill’s David Moran and also a spokesperson for the 
Downtown Business Improvement District. 
 
February 4, 2021 (11pm/4:15 length) 
February 5, 2021 (5:30p  re-air/4:15 length) 
Capitol Security Then and the Future 
 
Following the January 6th insurrection, questions started being asked about how to protect the US 
Capitol and the people there in the future. Is it best to protect it with permanent high fencing, gates and 
a more visible police force? Are there alternatives? And what about the other buildings that comprise 
the Capitol complex? The building itself is 6 floors with 600 rooms and half a million square feet. In this 
story, investigative reporter Nathan Baca examines how we interact with the so-called “People’s House” 
could change forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WUSA 9’s Nathan Baca reviewed the riot video with security expert Everett Sesker.  One thing that 
Sesker noticed right away was how easy it was for protesters to shatter windows of the Capitol. Sesker 
believes clear laminates, similar to car windshields, could prevent this.  He also suggested rolldown 
gates, similar to what stores use, that can be activated to come down in case of emergencies—without 
ruining the beauty of the building. 
 
Sesker also noted once the rioters got in, there were few officers inside to stop them from approaching 
the House and Senate chambers. Sesker says it is important to buy time in situations like this, so 
lawmakers can escape. The people that work there know the building and the layout. Sesker believes 
the automatic dimming of lights to throw off the protesters would have helped. He also believes security 
alarms should have been sounded so as to confuse rioters. 
 
People Interviewed for Capitol Security Then and the Future: 
Everett Sesker: Security Expert, Fmr. Exec Director for the Maryland Police Training Academy 
 
February 12, 2021 (11pm/4:02 length) 
February 15, 2021 (5:30pm show/4:02 length) 
Military Service Member Role in Insurrection 
 
WUSA 9 investigative reporter, Laura Geller, uncovered that some of the extremists who stormed the 
Capitol on January 6th were active duty service members; however, the Department of Defense tells 
Geller they are not aware of any active duty troops being indicted by law enforcement yet. 
 
Members of the military take an oath and live by a written rule that states “Military personnel must not 
actively advocate extremist ideology or causes,” and they can’t participate in demonstrations where 
“violence is likely to result.” The rule goes on to say if service members do, they’ll face punishment from 
commanders. 
 
WUSA 9 got documentation from the new Secretary of Defense, Lloyd Austin, issuing a Stand Down 
Order, which directs commanding officers to hold discussions about extremism in the ranks. WUSA 9 has 
learned over the next 60 days, leaders will choose one day to drop everything and talk about this issue 
with those in their commands. The discussions are to include talk about “….the importance of our oath 
of office, a description of impermissible behaviors; and procedures for reporting suspected, or actual, 
extremist behaviors.” 
 
People Interviewed for Military Service Member Role in Insurrection: 
Major Mike Lyons (retired): U.S. Army & Military Analyst 
Rep. Anthony Brown: US Congressman, (D) Maryland 
 
February 19, 2021 (11pm/3:59 length) 
February 22, 2021 (5:30pm re-air show/ 3:59 length 
Changes In Store for US Capitol Police 
 
The riot at the US Capitol will have a permanent impact on the lives of more than 2,000 men and women 
who work for the US Capitol Police. They lost co-workers to injury and death. Their boss is gone and 
their union wants more to leave. In this story, WUSA 9 investigative reporter, Nathan Baca, examines 
what changes are in store for this troubled police force. 
 



At the time of this report, the US Capitol Police was under investigation by four congressional 
committees and an inspector general. At the same time the union was calling for a vote of  
“no-confidence” in senior leadership and Acting Police Chief Yogananda Pittman. She’s acting chief 
because Police Chief Steven Sund resigned after the Capitol attack. Plus 35 individual Capitol Police 
officers are under internal investigation for alleged misconduct according to the agency. 
 
In WUSA 9’s reporting, we discovered the 1200 officers on duty at the Capitol complex on January 6th 
faced a surprising restriction. They were under assignment not to use legal force, according to 
Congressman Tim Ryan of Ohio. His committee oversees Capitol Police. It took protester Ashli Babbit 
nearly breaking into the House Chamber for a Capitol Police officer to use their weapon.  
 
Rep. Ryan told WUSA 9, rank and file members told him there was a great deal of confusion on what to 
do on January 6th among officers, including where to go, what the posture was and where the backup 
was. 
 
While Acting Police Chief Yogananda Pittman did not speak to WUSA 9 directly, she did release a video 
statement previously to the media stating the agency has reinstituted critical emergency training and 
will provide officers with additional training base on lessons learned from January 6th.  
 
People Interviewed for Changes In Store for US Capitol Police: 
Rep. Nancy Pelosi: (D) House Speaker 
Rep. Tim Ryan: (D) Ohio 
Everett Sesker: Security Expert, Fmr. Exec Director for the Maryland Police Training Academy 
Acting Police Chief Yogananda Pittman: US Capitol Police 
 
February 25, 2021 (11pm/4:35 length) 
February 26, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/4:35 length) 
Cost of Public Defenders 
 
In this WUSA 9 investigation, reporter Eric Flack looks at the staggering financial cost to taxpayers to 
prosecute the alleged insurrections of January 6th on the US Capitol, including the financial cost of 
providing public defenders to the alleged rioters.  
 
At the time of this reporting,  WUSA 9 data analysis revealed federal prosecutors had brought more than 
50 different criminal charges against more than 200 defendants. Many of the suspects, 102 at the time 
of this reporting, now asking the government they are accused of trying to overthrow, for a taxpayer 
funded defense attorney, also known as a public defender or court appointed attorney. The right to a 
lawyer guaranteed to every criminal defendant in the United States under the Sixth Amendment to the 
Constitution. 
 
Bernie Grimm, who worked as a federal public defender, told WUSA 9 after you add in the price of all 
those taxpayer funded defense attorneys to everything else the public has to pay for—prosecutors, 
investigators, jurors, judges—the total price tag for American taxpayers will be in the “millions-of-
millions of dollars.” 
 
People Interviewed for Cost of Public Defenders: 
Bernie Grimm: Former Public Defender 
Glenn Ivey: Former Prince George’s County State’s Attorney 



Local Issue        Coronavirus 
 
January 16, 2021 (11pm/3:41 length) 
Can Your Employer Mandate You Take The Covid Vaccine 
 
This report focused on a current health and labor issue:  Can your employer mandate you take the 
COVID vaccine?  Our expert interviews included Peter Meyers with the George Washington University 
Law School, Aaron Goldstein, a labor and employment attorney and Dr. Arthur Caplan, Professor of 
Bioethics at NYU. 
  
January 20, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length)  
Inauguration During A Pandemic   
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 

 

Viewing Inauguration Day will look very different this year. Due to the global pandemic and heightened 

security, the public has been asked to stay away from the National Mall. Instead, Mayor Muriel Bowser 

is asking the public to participate by watching the events virtually. For this story, WUSA 9 spoke with 

local families about the creative ways they decided to watch the historic inauguration. 

 

January 25, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:29 length) 

Inova Vaccine Rollout 

Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 

 

As more and more Americans continue to get vaccinated, we are getting an inside look at how the team 

at one local hospital is handling the vaccine rollout. Nicole DiAntonio spoke with several doctors at Inova 

who have been on the frontlines of the pandemic from the very beginning. 

 

January 27, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:05 length) 

Information Renters, Homeowners Need To Know About COVID-19 Housing Relief 

Reporter: Michael Quander 

 

Many of President Joe Biden’s first acts in office have been related to the COVID-19 pandemic. He 

extended the federal moratorium on evictions and foreclosures. The presidential order may help offer 

some relief in the short term, but what will happen after is still up in the air. Housing experts told  

WUSA 9 when this current moratorium ends, it is projected that renters will be $70 billion behind in 

rent. With about 2.8 billion homeowners in forbearance currently, they said the recovery is going to be 

an uphill battle.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 8, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:40 length) 
New Data Reveals Unprecedented Spike In Killings During COVID-19 Pandemic 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
New findings from a study on COVID-19 and crime revealed an unprecedented spike in homicides across 
the country last year. Researchers with The National Commission on COVID-19 and Criminal 
Justice found homicide rates were 30% higher in 2020 compared to 2019. The organization looked at 
crime data in 34 cities including Washington, DC. Overall, it found property crimes are down, but more 
people were killed. 
 
February 8, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
School Sports Return in Fairfax County, Virginia 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
For the first time in more than a year, students in Fairfax County, Virginia returned to a condensed 
sports season. WUSA 9 went to W.T. Woodson High School to talk with the football coach about the 
upcoming season and what it meant to be returning to the football field for the first time since 
November 2019. Interview with Head Varsity Football Coach Jared Van Acker. 
 
February 8, 2021 (11pm/2:08 length) 
Once Vaccinated-Safe To See Loved Ones? 
 
This report focused on a current health issue: Once I’m vaccinated, when is it safe to see loved ones? 
Our interviews included: Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of NIAID, Dr. William Schaffner, Professor of 
Preventative Medicine at Vanderbilt University, and Dr. Stephen Kissler, the Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health. 
 
February 9, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:26 length) 
Howard Deli Forced To Close After Nearly One Century In Business Due To COVID-19 Pandemic 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
An iconic DC business was forced to close because of the coronavirus pandemic and the owner’s medical 
issues. Howard Deli on Georgia Avenue Northwest had been open for nearly a century. However, 
between a drop in business due to the pandemic and the owner facing a series of health problems, the 
family-run store made the difficult decision to close.  Darryl “Pepe” Diaz and his brother Kent “Kenny” 
Gilmore, who is a 41-year Army veteran, were the owners of Howard Deli which stands across from 
Howard University. 
 
February 9, 2021 (11pm/2:25 length) 
When Will Children Be Able To Get A Covid Vaccine 
 
This story focused on a current health issue:  When will children be able to get a COVID19 vaccine?  Our 
experts included, Dr. Kawasar Talaat of Johns Hopkins Medicine and Dr. Anthony Fauci, the Director of 
NIAID. 
 
 
 
 



February 11, 2021 (11pm/3:58 length) 
February 12, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/3:58 length) 
Vaccine Diversity 
 
In the battle of life and death, those hit first and worst by COVID-19 are the last in Maryland to get the 
vaccine. Among black and brown communities, what little supply there is, is not getting to the people 
the virus has decimated the most. So, Governor Hogan launched a new campaign reaching out to 
trusted leaders to help close the vaccine gap with faith at the forefront. 
 
WUSA9’s Lesli Foster visited with Rev. Matthew Watley, the Senior Pastor at Kingdom Fellowship AME 
Church in Silver Spring, MD. COVID-19 has impacted this house of worship that serves nearly 6,000.   
Rev. Watley and First Lady Shawna Watley—who came down with COVID-19 and is still battling side 
effects- are part of the new push by Maryland Governor Hogan to reach people in black and brown 
communities with leaders they trust. Their church will serve as a vaccination pilot site in the state of 
Maryland. 
 
Last Spring, Rev. Watley made calls to clergy around the nation. They teamed up to help educate their 
congregations, hoping to tear down fear and build up confidence in the vaccines. Rev. Watley even 
rolled up his own sleeves for science and took the shot. 
 
As for those who want to wait and see what happens before taking the vaccine, Rev. Watley told  
WUSA 9 and his church members, “Every day you wait, you keep yourself susceptible to the virus, and 
not just you. You’re more likely to infect your friends and family members. It also suggests a moral 
challenge. Because if you say you want to wait to see how it works, what you’re really saying is I want to 
use others as guinea pigs.”  
 
People Interviewed for Vaccine Diversity:  
Rev. Matthew Watley: Sr. Pastor, Kingdom Fellowship AME Church, Silver Spring, MD 
Shawna Watley: First Lady, Kingdom Fellowship AME Church, and recovering from COVID-19 side 
effects. 
 
February 16, 2021 (11pm/3:47 length) 
February 17, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/3:47 length) 
Kids Missing From School 
 
For some students in our area, virtual learning means no learning. School districts are seeing a drop in 
attendance—kids just not logging into their virtual classrooms. In this report, WUSA 9’s Laura Geller 
talked with parents, students and administrators in Charles County, Maryland about why this is 
happening and what they are doing to get kids back to learning. 
 
One of the parents Laura spoke with was Melissa Swann. She and her son, Ryan, live in a rural part of 
the county with very little internet connectivity. This meant Ryan, a 4th grader, could not log into his 
virtual classes. He wasn’t getting an education. 
 
The school district tried to work with the Swanns, and other families like them. Giving them tablets, 
laptops, hot spots, but still many of the children were not logging on.  Nine-year-old Ryan explaining the 
process was still frustrating with web crashes still happening.  
 



WUSA 9 learned that when the schools first went to remote learning, Charles County had over 1,700 
students who were disconnected or unable to access classes.  Charles County Public Schools reached out 
to parents via phone, email and even went door knocking. They found the biggest challenges for 
parents, needing to work full-time, was being able to supervise their children with online classes and 
helping them with internet issues. 
 
To assist families, the Charles County Public Schools created Internet Cafes at four schools in the county. 
The kids were able to get reliable internet service and have supervision by school personnel. Plus the 
county even bussed some students to the cafes. Ryan Swann is one of those kids being bused to a 
school. He goes to classes now 5 days a week, and he is enjoying learning again.  
 
As for the 1,700 students not attending classes, that number is now only at 300 since the Internet Cafes 
started running. 
 
People Interviewed for Kids Missing From School: 
Melissa Swann: Charles County, MD Parent 
Ryan Swann: Charles County, MD Student 
Kathy Kiessling: Charles County, MD Public Schools, Director of Student Services 
Neal Bankenstein: Charles County, MD Public Schools, Pupil Personnel Worker 
 
February 18, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:50 length) 
Vaccine Breast Cancer Symptoms Side Effect  
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
A small percentage of patients reported seeing swollen lymph nodes in the days and weeks after 
receiving their COVID-19 vaccinations. Some of those patients were concerned that it may be breast 
cancer, but doctors say it is actually a common side effect to the vaccine.   
 
February 26, 2021 (11pm/2:41 length) 
When Might We Reach Herd Immunity 
 
This story looked at an important tipping point in the COVID health crisis:  When might we reach Herd 
Immunity?  This story fact-checked an OpEd which suggested we would have herd immunity by April.  
Our experts, Dr. Saad Omer, PHD for Yale Institute for Global Health, Dr. Ali Mokad, PHD at U. of 
Washington Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation tell us why that prediction is overly optimistic. 
 
March 2, 2021 (11pm/4:35 length) 
March 3, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/ 4:35 length) 
Coach Rob 
 
As the DC area approached the one year anniversary of the first confirmed case of COVID-19 in the 
region, WUSA 9 focused on one family’s story and loss. 
 
Robert James Hill, III was a well-known coach in Montgomery County, MD. He was an all-around athlete 
himself-playing football, baseball, basketball and running track. He also won a medal in the Penn Relay 
Games. Hill was the founding member of the South Germanton Football Association and coached teams 
at Northwest, Gaithersburg, and Magruder High Schools in Montgomery County.  
 



But then came COVID-19.  On social media, Coach Rob wrote about back pain, body aches, and the virus 
attacking his organs. The father of four, including 9-year-old twins “welcomed all prayers.”  
 
Coach Rob’s family felt if anyone could beat COVID-19 it would be Rob. He would be coming home. Two 
weeks before Christmas Coach Rob died. 
 
Coach Rob’s family had just one message for people. “People are dying,” his mother told WUSA 9’s  
Eric Flack. “How many more people have to die before you believe this is serious. You have to take it 
serious.” His mom went on to say that her son, even as he was battling COVID, constantly pushed 
everyone to wear a mask, wash their hands and social distance. 
 
People Interviewed for Coach Rob:  
Gloria Hill: Coach Robert Hill’s Mother 
Dorne Hill:  Coach Robert Hill’s Sister 
Rayann Hill: Coach Robert Hill’s Daughter 
Ryson Hill:  Coach Robert Hill’s Son 
 
March 5, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:36 length) 
One year later: COVID-19 Survivors Share Their Story 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
March 2021 marked one year since the coronavirus changed lives of those living in the DMV. Residents 
lost so much, including loved ones, jobs and everyday ways of life. However, thousands of people also 
fought to survive, and it is worth also sharing their stories of perseverance. Kiawanna Leaf and Kenneth 
Fishe described what it was like when the coronavirus overtook their bodies last year. 
 
March 5, 2021 (7pm/30 minutes length) 
The Pandemic Continues: One Year Later 
Lesli Foster - Host 
 
This WUSA 9 news special, offered commercial-free, focused on current health and economic issues in 
Virginia, Maryland and Washington DC,  one year after the first case of COVID19 was detected in the 
area.  This included the latest vaccine numbers, information on how the audience could access the 
vaccine, a look at the disparity and inequities in the vaccine process, the continuing issues around 
remote learning and the struggles of small businesses.  Interviews included Dr. Anthony Fauci,  
Director of NIAID, Dr. William Schaffner, Professor of Preventative Medicine at Vanderbilt University,  
Dr. Reed Tuckson with the Black Coalition against COVID-19 and Dr. John T. Brooks, an epidemiologist 
with the CDC. 
 
March 9, 2021 (11pm/3:14 length) 
March 10, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/3:14 length) 
Teletherapy 
 
The pandemic has a lot of people dealing with depression and isolation. Therapy can help. Many 
therapists want to try to help people with online therapy. WUSA 9 investigative reporter, Nathan Baca, 
uncovered state laws may prevent people from getting the help they want and need. 
 
 



Elizabeth Brocamp has been a license therapist in Burke, Virginia for 25 years. Before the pandemic, 
people would drive from all over the DC metropolitan area to see her.  However the pandemic has 
forced her practice online. She sees her clients on teletherapy sites, but she cannot see new patients 
from DC or Maryland that could have simply driven to her office before. That is because state laws 
forbid licensed therapists from seeing new patients online across state lines. The laws are on the books 
because each state has its own coursework requirements for online certification. 
 
Because she has had to turn away several prospective patients from DC, Brokamp sued the District, 
demanding the right to see new clients virtually across state lines. 
 
The Institute for Justice teamed up with Brokamp on the lawsuit. It points out unlicensed life coaches 
are not regulated by the state and can see whoever they want online across state lines. 
 
The work-around for licensed therapists, like Brokamp, is to get licensed in multiple states. But 
therapists tell WUSA 9 with different training requirements from state-to-state, that is not practical or 
affordable. 
 
People Interviewed for Teletherapy: 
Elizabeth Brocamp: Licensed Therapist, Burke, Virginia 
Robert Johnson: Attorney, Institute for Justice 
Lynn Linde: American Counseling Association 
 
March 10, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:42 length) 
Information For Those Who Borrowed From Their 401(k) During The Pandemic 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
For those who needed cash during the pandemic last year, the CARES Act made it easy to tap into their 
nest eggs early and without penalty. Normally, borrowers would have to pay a 10% tax penalty if they 
pull from their 401(k) plans before retirement age. However, the CARES Act waved that penalty in 2020 
as long as the withdrawal was coronavirus-related. A tax expert said while few people tapped into their 
401(k) plans during the pandemic, those who did have options when filing taxes.  Includes interview 
with Atiya S. Brown, owner of The Savvy Accountant Firm. 
 
March 11, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
Local Organization Researches How Women Are Unequally Burdened By The Pandemic  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
WUSA 9 spoke with the Loudoun Commission on Women and Girls about how the pandemic has 
unequally affected women. They gave great perspective about a new study that is shining a light on this 
exact topic. They plan to host a virtual job fair this summer to help support women in the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 12, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
Covid and Mental Health 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
With mental health a big topic during the pandemic, WUSA 9 spoke with Porsche Williams, a Navy 
veteran who has been providing free suicide intervention training for families across the community. 
She gave perspective about why the need for mental health support is greater than ever right now.  
In addition, since grant money was temporarily stopped during the pandemic, Williams started a 
fundraiser to provide free training. 
 
March 18, 2021 (11pm/3:35 length) 
March 19, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/3:35 length) 
DC’s Financial Future 
 
Studies show even after pandemic restrictions end, downtown DC may still be far emptier than we are 
used to as employees continue to telework. WUSA 9 investigative reporter, Nathan Baca, explained in 
this report, how what happens downtown affects residents District-wide and commuters in surrounding 
states. 
 
448. That is the number of businesses that moved out of downtown DC or went out of business from 
October to December 2020.  According to a study by The Greater Washington Partnership there’s 
concern, after the pandemic ends, up to 30-percent of all workers may work remotely two days a week 
or more. Thirty percent of downtown workers staying home could mean serious consequences for small 
business owners used to counting on foot traffic. 
 
Numbers from DC’s Chief Financial Officer show a 9-percent drop in commercial tax revenues this fiscal 
year, compared to last year.  By law, the District must balance its budget. That could create a domino 
effect of budget cuts. We are talking DC Public Schools, DC funding for METRO, the DC Metropolitan 
Police, Child and Family Services, and other agencies residents and commuters rely on daily.  
 
People Interviewed for DC’s Financial Future:  
Christine Miller Langemak: Salesperson 
JB Holston: CEO Greater Washington Partnership 
Ben Wilson: Greysteel Real Estate 
Cedric Simons: Structural Engineer 
 
March 19, 2021 (11pm/4:01 length) 
March 22, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/4:01 length) 
Cuts to College Sports Programs 
 
As COVID-19 upended 2020, college athletes across the country were forced to abandon their seasons. 
But WUSA 9’s Zach Merchant reports some athletes are now facing the end of their athletic careers as 
financially bruised schools cut varsity sports. Among them George Washington University’s Varsity 
Men’s Rowing.  
 
GW announced its decision to cut the varsity status of men’s rowing, and six other sports, by the end of 
this spring 2021. For many students this could also mean sports careers suddenly cut short. 
 



And it is not just in DC. Citing budgets tightened by COVID-19’s financial impact, colleges nationwide 
have taken the axe to varsity teams. In all, dozens of American schools have cut a total of nearly 100 
varsity programs during the pandemic. Frequently the sports on the chopping block are the type that 
rarely ever make money for their schools. At GW that means in addition to men’s rowing, co-ed sailing, 
men’s and women’s squash, men’s indoor track, men’s tennis and women’s water polo were all cut. 
 
GW would not go on camera with us, but in a statement said they had to make some hard decisions and 
said athletic programs were already under review before the pandemic struck, but the roughly  
$200-million amount COVID punched in its bottom line made the work more urgent.  GW said factors 
like NCAA participation, Title 9 compliance, expense savings and others were all weighed when deciding 
which sports to drop. 
 
GW said for student-athletes on cut programs, scholarships will still be honored through graduation and 
any athlete choosing to transfer will get school support. 
 
While GW is the only DC area school, so far, to announce team cuts, to our south, Hampton University 
discontinued its men’s and women’s golf teams and Old Dominion cut its wrestling team. In September, 
William and Mary announced plans to discontinue seven varsity sports, but later reversed course and 
reinstated them all. 
 
People Interviewed for Cuts to College Sports Programs: 
Paddy George: GW Rowing Team Captain 
Oliver Peacock: GW Men’s Rowing, Junrio 
 
March 21, 2021 (7am and 8am re-air/1:45 length) 
Title: Vaccine Testing In Children  
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
Moderna recently announced it was testing vaccines in children as young as 6 months.  
Dr. Berhnard Wiedermann from Children’s Hospital discusses the importance of vaccines in children, and 
what those trials look like.    
  
March 25, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:31 length 
Title: College Admissions Tests 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
The college application process still looks very different because of the pandemic, and some college 
counselors say these changes could have long-term impacts on the application process. 
WUSA 9 spoke with Neha Gupta, Founder of College Shortcuts, to learn how to best be prepared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Local Issue        Equality Matters 
 
February 1, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:09 length) 
Virginia Mother Promotes Diversity In Children’s Books 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
Books can serve as windows that give readers a chance to see and explore new ways of thinking. 
Literature can also act as mirrors that encourage people to see themselves immersed in the stories and 
find a sense of belonging between the pages.  But black children and other kids of color are often 
robbed of those opportunities. According to the latest data from the Cooperative Children’s Book Center 
at the University of Wisconsin, more than 40% of main characters in children’s books in 2019 were 
white, 12% were black, and representation was even lower among other racial and ethnic groups.  
That is one of the reasons Carylee Carrington created Read With Carylee.  
 
Read with Carylee is a weekly show, which is now exclusively on YouTube because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, that promises to introduce children to diverse authors, books, and characters.  
 
Carrington was inspired by one of her two sons to write her first book, Everyone, Just Like Me, followed 
by her second book, Pretty Hair.  The messages in both of Carrington’s books remind kids, and adults, 
that diversity and equality matter. 
 
February 1, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:15 length) 
Artist Creates Visual Interpretations of African-American Spirituals 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
Along with his sons, artist Aaron Henderson decided to use his painting skills to visually tell the stories of 
enslaved Africans and bring the spirituals to life in a book containing nearly 60 paintings. Aaron 
Henderson created the art, and his sons Omari and Onaje assisted in producing the book where the 
pieces are bound together. Spirituals were vital during times of slavery serving as a way to heal, gain 
spiritual connection, and a tool for communication. 
 
February 3, 2021 (11pm/2:23 length) 
February 4, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/2:23 length) 
Black Advancement in the US Military 
 
In early 2021,  WUSA 9 did a story about how people of color, particular people who are black, are not 
getting promoted in the US military. Our reporting uncovered that 77-percent of higher ranking officers 
are white, but only 8-percent are black. 
 
This story is a follow up to this reporting by looking at a report just released by the US Navy about 
inclusion and diversity among its ranks. The report, compiled by Task Force One Navy, compiled their 
information from listening sessions, focus groups and surveys conducted over 6-months. 
 
The report came up with 56 recommendations. Among them: a focus on recruiting, retention, 
professional development, and innovation. How? WUSA 9 reported the Task Force recommended 
strengthening outreach to under-represented communities, reviewing career development, increasing 
visibility in minority groups, and providing training. 



 
People Interviewed for Black Advancement in the US Military: 
John Nowell: Chief of Naval Personnel 
Force Master Chief Huben Phillips, US Navy 
 
February 9, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:39 length) 
Black Developers Build Affordable Luxury Apartments In DC 
Reporter: Megan Rivers 
 
New properties are being developed across Washington, DC, and the surrounding metro region. 
Minorities make up just 1% of all commercial real estate developers across the nation, according to 
Buwa Binitie, Founder and CEO of Dantes Partners. His company is trying to change that narrative and 
the face of affordable housing with their new projects. 
 
February 9, 2021 (11pm/4:14 length) 
February 10, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/4:14 length) 
Homegrown Hate: Extremist Groups in DMV 
 
As a follow up to the January 6th insurrection on the US Capitol, Eric Flack looks at whether or not the 
threat from extremist groups is growing in our country. 
 
Months before the January 6th siege on the Capitol building, President Trump’s FBI Director warned of 
the growing domestic threat posed by violent extremism.  
 
WUSA 9 uncovered 14 defendants tied to right wing domestic extremist organizations, or espoused 
white supremacist arrested (by the time of this reporting) and charged by federal prosecutors. Their 
radical ties often touted in government news releases full of headlines seemingly sending the message: 
domestic extremism designated the Proud Boys as a terrorist entity, noting the group played a “pivotal 
role” in the insurrection at the US Capitol.  
 
WUSA 9 also reported more than 150 others arrested in the attack identified as radicalized militants 
without specific ties to any one organization. 
 
We also reported that the Southern Poverty Law Center identified 838 hate groups operating across the 
United States in 2020. The SPLC tracking 15 different hate groups operating in Maryland, 19 in DC and 
34 in Virginia. 
 
People Interviewed for Homegrown Hate: Extremist Groups In DMV: 
Doron Ezickson, Director, Anti-Defamation League: DC Regional Office 
 
February 10, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
Salute to Black Soldiers 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
During Black History Month, WUSA 9 honors the black Americans who came before us and still serve 
now, making a difference for us all. A few men and women from different branches of the military 
shared their experiences about their time and service. They shared stories of their service to this country 
which spans generations.  



 
People interviewed: 
Lt. Colonel Haggins 
Master Sergeant Kenneth Preuitt  
Master Sergeant Allen Wrenn 
Lt. Colonel Ronald Blakely 
Lt. Colonel Bridgette Bell 
 
February 16, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Culturally Responsible Mental Health   
 
Interview with Reshawna Chapple, PhD, LCSW on providing culturally responsive mental health 
treatment for Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities and deaf individuals. 
 
February 16, 2021(11pm/3:58 length)  
Should The Washington Memorial And Other Dedications Be Renamed 
Reporter: Gabe Cohen  
 
This report focused on a current social issue:  Should the Washington Memorial and other dedications to 
our first President be renamed because of George Washington’s ties to slavery?  WUSA 9 spoke with 
Jessie McLeod, an associate curator at Mount Vernon, Mary Elliott, the curator of American Slavery at 
the National Museum of African American History and Culture and professor and writer Jesse Holland. 
 
February 17, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
AllBlk  
 
Interview Brett Dismuke, AllBlk & WEtv, General Manager, to talk about the need for black content and 
how far black TV has come since the founding of BET. 
 
February 22, 2021 (5am and 5am re-air/2:04 length) 
Jones-Haywood Dance School celebrates 80 years in DC 
Reporter: Megan Rivers 
 
Jones-Haywood Dance School is one of the most historic dance companies in DC. The school has broken 
barriers in the world of ballet for the last 80 years. WUSA 9 explored the strides they are making for girls 
and boys and the complex business of ballet. Interview with Sandra Fourtune-Greene, Artistic Director 
and Brandye Lee, Dancer  
 
February 25, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
APA Apologizes to the BIOPIC community 
 
Interview with Sarah Harte, LICSW and Director at the Dorm DC about the American Psychiatric 
Association. The oldest national physician association in the country wrote an “apology” to Black, 
Indigenous and people of color for its “support” of structural racism in psychiatry.  
 
 
 



March 4, 2021 (11pm/3:43 length) 
March 5, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/3:43 length) 
White Supremacists in U.S. Military 
 
In this story, WUSA 9’s Laura Geller exposed concrete examples of white supremacy in the US military.  
Geller uncovered a Pentagon report from October 2020 that documents specific cases in all the military 
branches, the Reserves and the National Guard. 
 
For example: the report shows a screen shot of a chat with a solider in the Florida National Guard who is 
also the co-founder of Atomwaffen Division, according to the report. The neo-Nazi group advocates for 
the collapse of society through violence A member asks him if he is worried about being found out by 
someone now that he is in the military.  The soldier replies, “I was 100-percent open about everything 
with the friends I made at training. They know about it all.” 
 
The DOD report also goes on to give details about another AWD member stationed at Camp Lejeune, 
who was discharged from the Marines. It came after his involvement in the Unite the Right rally in 
Charlottesville in 2017. During this rally, Heather Heyer was killed after a car plowed into the crowd. 
 
The National Defense Bill required DOD to study how it screens for extremist and gang-related activity in 
those who are trying to enlist. Maryland US Congressman Anthony Brown told WUSA 9 he did not feel 
the military was doing enough to screen out extremists.  Right now in order to join the US Armed Forces, 
you have to go through a screening process and pass a background check. These measures include 
extensive contact with recruiters and investigator interviews, fingerprinting and a physical.  
 
Officials say they are exploring the ability to check social media as part of background checks, something 
they do not do now. In the report WUSA 9 uncovered, it says it would be difficult to do this for the 
hundreds of thousands of people DOD vets each year. 
 
The report gives seven recommendations to weed out supremacists, including collaborating with the FBI 
on checks, and its data base on symbols and tattoos to better identify red flags. 
 
People Interviewed for White Supremacists in U.S. Military: 
Rep. Anthony Brown: (D) Maryland 
 
March 14, 2021 (11pm/3:59 length) 
March 15, 2021 (5:30pm/3:59 length) 
Stormiyah’s Bill 
 
How much is a black girl’s life worth? It is a difficult and painful question for many, but lawyers and 
judges all around our community must come up with an answer in wrongful death lawsuits. In this 
WUSA 9 report, done by Delia Goncalves and Stephanie Wilson, they highlight a bill before the DC 
Council named after a 12-year-old who took her own life at her DC boarding school. Advocates say the 
bill aims to change the way the justice system values Black lives. 
 
 
 
 
 



Stormiyah Denson-Jackson attended the SEED Public Charter School back in 2018. The little girl took her 
own life at the boarding school. Her mother says she sent her daughter to the school to get away from 
the crime and violence on the streets in her Woodland Terrace neighborhood.  Instead it was later 
learned Stormiyah was bullied by students at the school and she bullied them back. On January 23, 2018 
DC Police say the 12-year-old was found in her dorm room, unresponsive. 
 
Stormiyah’s family filed a wrongful death lawsuit, alleging that the charter school did not do enough to 
prevent her death, even after she told school staff she was contemplating suicide. The case was settled 
in October 2020 for an undisclosed amount. 
 
When families seek damages in civil lawsuits, forensic economists help judges determine how much 
money their loved one would have earned in his or her lifetime. Robert Johnson, a forensic economist, 
told WUSA 9 the formula often used is rooted in racism and sexism.  Johnson has worked to remove 
race and gender in determining lifetime worth. 
 
For instance, according to the National Education Attainment Table, the median lifetime earnings of a 
white doctor is $1.7-million more than an Asian woman doctor. It is $1.9-million more than a white 
woman doctor, and $2.7-million more than a black woman doctor.  
 
Ward 8 councilmember Trayon Wite used Johnson’s research as a guide to introduce legislation to 
remove discrimination to the standard used in DC for determining lifetime worth. The bill is named after 
Stormiyah. 
 
People Interviewed for Stormiyah’s Bill 
 
Pastor Gary Hill: Emmanuel Baptist Church 
Robert Johnson: Forensic Economist 
Drewnaya Holmes: Stormiyah’s Friend 
James Chavis: Stormiyah’s Friend 
Jasmine Norris: Stormiyah’s Friend 
 
Local Issue        Inauguration Day Prime Special 
 
January 20, 2021 (10pm/1 hour length) 
WUSA 9 Live & Local Perspective: Inauguration Day 
 
WUSA 9 Live & Local Perspective: Inauguration Day was a one hour special highlighting how the DC 
metro area marked an Inauguration Day like no other. We gave viewers perspective on the security 
efforts, updates on when street and bridge closures would end and how businesses found innovative 
ways to host the public while adhering to covid-19 restrictions and stepped up security.  
WUSA 9 also gave context to this historic day as the nation watched the swearing-in of the first female, 
black and Asian Vice President Kamala Harris. We were joined by Dr. Wayne Frederick, the President of 
Howard University who helped explain the significance of Harris’ accomplishments and preview the 
challenges that lie ahead for her and all of the Biden administration to find common ground in his 
divided country.  
 
 
 



Local Issue        Military Accidents 
 
March 12, 2021 (11pm/4:16 length) 
March 15, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/4:16 length) 
Rollovers 
 
In this report, WUSA 9 investigative reporter, Laura Geller, has the story of one local Marine, whose 
family is fighting to protect other service members from training accidents.  
 
First Lt. Conor McDowell grew up in DC and was training at Camp Pendleton. In journal writings,  Conor 
expressed concerns about rollover accidents he was seeing during training missions. In May 2019, Conor 
was killed when the light armored vehicle he was commanding hit a hidden ditch and rolled over. He 
was crushed under the weight of the vehicle. Six crew members were injured. The official report, 
obtained by WUSA 9, says Conor was not at fault in the accident.  
 
A Congressional Research Service Report shows over a 14-year period, the number of service members 
killed in accidents is double the number of those killed in action. Specifically 31.8-percent killed in 
accidents compared to 15.5-percent killed in action. In fact, accidental deaths account for one third of all 
active duty deaths from 2006-2020. Almost 2,000 of them involved vehicles. 
 
Conor’s parents and fiancé have learned about problems including the age of the vehicles and often 
parts are taken from vehicles when something is broken. There is also concern some of the vehicles are 
top heavy.  
 
No one with the Department of Defense would go on camera with WUSA 9, but a spokesperson told us 
they are phasing in new vehicles as quickly as possible, and they believe legacy vehicles are safe when 
operated within design parameters.  They also told WUSA 9 training continues to be reviewed and 
refined. 
 
People Interviewed for Rollovers: 
Kathleen Bourque: Lt. Conor McDowell’s Fiancé 
Michael McDowell: Lt. Conor McDowell’s Father 
Susan McDowell: Lt. Conor McDowell’s Mother 
 
March 23, 2021 (11pm/2:03 length) 
March 24, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/2:03 length) 
Rollovers Congressional Hearing 
 
The focus of a WUSA 9 investigation by reporter Laura Geller was in the spotlight on Capitol Hill this day. 
A congressional hearing was held to examine why more US military service members are killed in 
training exercises, than in combat fighting America’s wars. Lawmakers questioned military officials 
about these accidents. 
 
At the hearing US Army General Joseph Martin told a congressional committee that every single one of 
the accidents he has seen are preventable.  
 
 



US Marine Corp General Gary Thomas telling lawmakers one of the things that needs to be done to 
prevent accidents is increasing the number of driver training events and making sure personnel 
understand the hazards on training ranges. 
 
People Interviewed for Rollovers Congressional Hearing: 
Kathleen Bourque: Lt. Conor McDowell’s Fiancé 
Michael McDowell: Lt. Conor McDowell’s Father 
Rep. John Garamendi: (D) California 
Rep. Vern Buchanan: (R) Florida 
Gen. Gary Thomas: US Marine Corps 
Gen. Joseph Martin: US Army 
 
Local Issue        Crime and Policing 
 
February 22, 2021 (11pm/3:38 length) 
February 23, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/3:38 length) 
MGM Grand Shooting 
 
Prince George’s County Police say two gunmen snuck a rifle into MGM National Harbor, burst into a 
hotel room of a recent casino winner, and shot the man twice in a hallway before walking away. This 
brazen robbery in August 2020 has not been publicly reported until WUSA 9 investigative reporter, 
Nathan Baca, started asking questions. 
 
Nathaniel Nagbe, from Gaithersburg, Maryland, won $60,000 playing blackjack at the MGM Grand in 
Prince George’s County.  He went back to his hotel room at the hotel and next thing he knew someone 
was entering his room with a key. According to the police report, obtained by WUSA 9, a woman 
entered, followed by two gunmen. Nagbe says he was pinned down and forced to give the hotel safe 
combo to the trio. But when the robbers couldn’t open the safe, Nagbe made a run for it into the 
hallway, where he was shot. Nagbe made his way outside the hotel, and he was taken to the hospital 
with bullet wounds in his abdominal area. 
 
How did the intruders get his room number? How did they get a key to his room without his permission? 
All questions and reasons why Nagbe is suing the hotel.  
 
MGM declined to tell WUSA 9 whether it increased security after this August shooting. They did tell 
WUSA 9 in a statement they are aware of this incident and are fully cooperating with police authorities. 
Going on to say safety of their guests is their highest priority.   
 
As for the people who committed the crime, two were arrested and charged with attempted first-
degree murder. One gunman is still on the loose. 
 
Meanwhile Nagbe’s attorney is perplexed why this crime information was never released to the public. 
WUSA 9 reached out to MGM and police with the same question, but neither would comment on the 
record. 
 
 
 



People Interviewed for MGM Grand Shooting: 
Nathaniel Nagbe: Crime Victim 
Alexander Bush: Nagbe’s Attorney 
MGM Spokesperson 
 
March 16, 2021 (11pm/6:00 length) 
March 17, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/6:00 length) 
Chief Robert Contee - Part 1 
 
A week before his confirmation hearings before the DC Council, Acting Police Chief Robert Contee 
revisited his old neighborhood in northeast DC with WUSA 9 anchor, Lesli Foster. He talked about his 
philosophy on policing. 
 
Contee has experienced some of the worst things in the city he calls home.  He came of age during the 
80’s crack epidemic, a time when terror and violence reigned.  
 
Violence and drugs touched his own family. His father was stabbed and survived. His father also beat a 
drug addiction.  
 
When it comes to crime fighting, Contee believes everybody has to be involved in the effort, it cannot  
just rest on the police department. He does not believe we can arrest ourselves out of situations either. 
Investments have to be made in communities to try and change lives. Contee tells WUSA 9 we need to 
create a new kind of ecosystem. One where the police and community work in tandem to stop crime 
before it starts, and help solve it when it does happen, to make the city safer for all. However, Contee is 
also a believer that when killers and other law breakers are caught, there has to be accountability in 
order to stop the cycle. 
 
People Interviewed for Chief Robert Contee Part 1: 
Acting Police Chief Robert Contee 
 
March 17, 2021 (11pm/5:02 length) 
March 18, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/5:02 length) 
Chief Robert Contee - Part 2 
 
DC’s Acting Police Chief, Robert Contee, had been on the job for just four days, when the unthinkable 
happened. The insurrection on the US Capitol. It would be the very first test of his new leadership. He 
told WUSA 9 anchor, Lesli Foster, after 31 years of serving, protecting and enforcing laws, he thought 
he’d seen just about everything, until January 6th. 
 
Contee says the first call to send help came at 12:58. He says his officers responded in minutes. MPD 
sent in 1200 officers to assist US Capitol Police to defend the Capitol and the people inside the building. 
 
Contee says some of his officers are still dealing with the physical and emotional toll of that day. Contee 
telling Lesli Foster, when it comes to mental health, he is trying to lead by example. That it’s okay to not 
be okay. Contee saying he is still experiencing anger and disappointment, along with disbelief.  
 
 



In the wake of the Capitol riots, Contee says there’s also a new posture within the ranks. Including doing 
background checks to root out potential extremism with the ranks of MPD. When asked if he’s 
concerned there’s a space where that exists in the MPD, Contee said, “I have certainly not seen any 
outward signs of that, but I think that you know, in this new normal, those are things we need to be 
concerned about. And I certainly intend on doing everything that I possibly can to make sure we don’t 
have those types of individuals.” 
 
In his interview Contee also addressed the calls to “defund” the police. He said with the added 
responsibilities for his officers, his job is to make sure the city is secure. 
 
People Interviewed for Chief Robert Contee Part 2: 
Acting Police Chief Robert Contee 
 
Local Issue        Public Safety/Housing-DCRA 
 
February 2, 2021 (6pm/2:43 length) 
DCRA Break-Up 
 
The DC Council overrode Mayor Muriel Bowser’s veto --- and voted to break up the DC Department of 
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA). Breaking up the agency has been a focus of past reporting by 
WUSA 9 over the last 3 years.  
 
District Councilmembers voted to break up the agency calling it “too big” and too dysfunctional.”   
 
Also joining the list of people concerned about DCRA and their ability to protect the citizens of DC was 
Audrick Payne, an inspector with DCRA and a whistleblower; plus, homeowner Mamie Preston whose 
13th Street home is barely standing after DCRA allowed crews renovating a rowhouse next door to dig 
under her foundation without a permit back in 2020.  
 
The bill now calls for two agencies: one for housing code enforcement, another for building code 
enforcement. 
 
Mayor Muriel Bowser told WUSA 9 DCRA had improved under new leadership change. Change that 
happened in 2020 after reporting by WUSA 9. The Mayor also saying the reason she vetoed the bill was 
because of cost. A price tag of $33-million over 4 years. DC Council Chair, Phil Mendelson, after the 
council vote, said District residents had already paid too high a cost for DCRA’s failures. 
 
People Interviewed for DCRA-Break-Up: 
Audrick Payne: DCRA Inspector & Whistleblower 
Mamie Preston: DC Resident/Home Damaged by Shoddy Construction Next Door 
Phil Mendelson: DC Council Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 23, 2021 (11pm/2:58 length) 
February 24, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/2:58 length) 
House Structural Problems 
 
Some first-time homebuyers reached out to WUSA 9 saying they are living in fear as they watch cracks in 
their homes’ foundations. The women are suing their developer for discrimination, fraud, and neglect 
after they say they were sold unsafe homes. All the first-time homebuyers are black women. The 
women also want to know how the house construction was signed off on in the first place—something 
DCRA does for housing construction. 
 
The women all took advantage of DC’s first-time homebuyer program to purchase newly built condos on 
Talbot Street in southeast DC. They purchased the condos in 2017. But the women say they all started 
seeing problems with their units-weeks after moving into them. Some of the items included cracks in the 
foundations and crawling up the outside of their units, gaps on the floors and walls inside. The women 
also allege they have serious shifts in their homes’ foundation, which in some of their cases, lead to 
water damage and mold. One of the women showed WUSA 9 video taken by her plumber showing 
problems which was leading to constant sewage backups in her home. 
 
According to the lawsuit, filed by the women, the developer-Stanton View and River East- failed to post 
the required warranty security to ensure against structural defects. WUSA 9 also learned the developer 
is pointing the finger at the contractors and is suing them. 
 
People Interviewed for House Structural Problems: 
Jaztina: Homebuyer 
Indiah: Homebuyer 
Ladonna May: Homebuyer 
Cierra: Homebuyer 
Denine Edmonds: Homebuyer 
Robin: Homebuyer 
 
Local Issue        Ongoing Investigative Stories 
WUSA 9’s investigative team continues to update and report on the following issues:  military housing 
and big rigs, big risks – concerns about truck and safety guards. 
 
Military Housing 
For nearly 2 years,  WUSA 9 has been investigating the deplorable living conditions in some military 
housing units at bases throughout the country, including our area. Items such as lead based paint, 
rodents, severe water damage and mold. Some of the families in these units blame their housing 
conditions for health problems in their families.  The Department of Defense uses private companies to 
maintain the units, and families say it has been near impossible to hold these companies accountable for 
the issues—meanwhile they continue to collect rent from the military families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 26, 2021 (11pm/2:18 length) 
January 27, 2021 (5:30pm re-air/2:18 length) 
Congressional Hearing on Military Housing 
 
Congress is still working to fix issues WUSA 9 has been investigating for 18 months. In the Defense Bill, 
Congress just made law, elected leaders are hoping to protect servicemembers and their families from 
dangers including mold, rodents, water damage, and lead paint. 
 
Darlena Brown says her family will never be the same. Medical records detail her son JC’s life-long 
disabilities after records show her military housing tested positive for lead paint. JC now has autism, 
intellectual and language impairments.  
 
In this story, WUSA 9 reported concerns of families, like the Browns, are addressed in the National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDDA). Congress voted to override President Trump’s veto and make it law. 
The legislation mandates the Department of Defense Inspector General do an audit of medical 
conditions of service members and their families, who have been stationed in any unsafe or unhealthy 
military housing. 
 
At a congressional hearing, the issue of incentive fees the military pays private companies for running 
the problematic housing was discussed. This is an issue WUSA 9 brought to light in earlier reporting in 
2020. Now the NDAA requires DOD to be transparent in how it measures company performance and 
how it pays the private companies. 
 
The Inspector General has 3 months to get the audit started, and a year to do the investigation before 
reporting back to Congress. 
 
People Interviewed for Congressional Hearing on Military Housing: 
Sen. Tim Kaine (D) Virginia 
Darlena Brown: Military Wife 
 
Transportation & Public Safety  - Big Rigs and Big Risks – Trucks and Safety Guards 
Since 2017,  WUSA 9 has been reporting on concerns about trucks and safety guards.  There is a push to 
strengthen rear guards, which are already called for by law, and to add side guards to big semis, which 
are currently not required of truckers.  The reason for the call of better underride protective devices is 
to prevent deadly accidents when vehicles crash into the back or sides of trucks.  In some of these 
crashes, cars have gone under trucks causing death, sometimes with decapitations of drivers. 
 
March 4, 2021 (11pm/2:26 length) 
March 5, 2021 (5:30 pm re-air/2:26 length) 
Big Rigs, Big Risks 
 
The Stop Underrides Act was introduced for the third time on Capitol Hill on this day. Underrides are 
some of the most deadly and violent accidents on our highways. WUSA 9’s Chief Investigative Reporter, 
Eric Flack, looked at the proposed new law, and the lives it could save. 
 
While exact numbers aren’t tracked, the trucking industry acknowledged in a lawsuit that at least 200 
people die in side-underride crashes every year. The number of rear-underride deaths is estimated to be 
even greater. 



 
In the midst of WUSA 9’s series of earlier reports on this issue, US Senators Kirsten Gillibrand and  
Marco Rubio introduced bi-partisan legislation which would strengthen standards on rear guards, which 
are already required by law. And require underride guards on the sides and fronts of tractor trailers, 
currently not required by law.  
 
But after two failed attempts to even get the bill passed, underride safety advocates have made a major 
concession they hope will push the law through on this third try. This new underride standard would 
only be required on the roughly 300,000 newly built tractor trailers every year, not the millions already 
on the road. 
 
The trucking industry has opposed the proposed safety changes calling them ineffective and too costly, 
despite studies from research groups that say otherwise. 
 
In this story, WUSA 9 interviewed two mothers who lost daughters to these horrific accidents. The 
women have spent years fighting for the changes hoping to prevent others from suffering the same loss. 
 
People Interviewed for Big Rigs, Big Risks: 
Lois Durso: Daughter Killed in Underride Accident 
Marianne Karth: Two Daughters Killed in Underride Accident 
 
Local Issue        Heart Health 
 
February 1, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length)  
Founder of Wear Red Day  
 
Interview with Dr. Nieca Goldberg, Medical Director of NYU Women’s Heart Program, Senior Advisor 
Women’s Health Strategy NYU Langone Health, the founder and former Medical Director of the Joan H. 
Tisch Center for Women’s Health at the NYU Langone Medical Center and Clinical Associate Professor, 
NYU Grossman School of Medicine. Dr. Goldberg shares the top things women need to know about their 
cardiovascular health. 
 
February 4, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:45 length) 
Heart transplant: 25 years later  
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
Larry Slagle received a heart transplant 25 years ago. At the time, without a transplant, doctors told him 
he only had a few years to live. Since then, he has been able to live a long healthy life. Larry Slagle spoke 
with us about the gift of a second chance. His doctors at MedStar Washington Hospital discussed why 
organ donations are so important.  Interview included Dr. Samer Najjar, MD,  who is Slagle's doctor at 
MedStar Washington Hospital Center. He is the Medical Director of the Advanced Heart Failure 
Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 5, 2021 (9am/1 hour length)  
Wear Red Day Show 
 
Great Day Washington dedicated the whole show to “Wear Red Day,” which is always the first Friday of 
February designated as American Heart Month.  The nation comes together to raise awareness about 
cardiovascular disease. We covered topics such as fitness, how dental health affects heart health, and 
heard a heart disease survivor’s story. 
 
February 12, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
Jarren Strong 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
For American Heart Month, Nicole interviewed the family of Navy offensive coordinator about their 
heart health journey. Son Jarren Jasper shared his experience of receiving a heart transplant and what 
he learned through the process. 
 
February 12, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:43 length) 
Love In The Heart Unit   
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
Steven and Samora Debnam were high school sweethearts. Unfortunately, after high school they went 
their separate ways. It was not until years later that the two reunited. Both were working in the Heart 
Unit at MedStar Washington Hospital Center. They are now married and are passionate about heart 
health and saving lives.  Samora is the Nursing Director in the Heart Unit and Steven is a Senior CT Tech 
there. The couple say they do their best letting their patients know about ways to keep their heart 
healthy and try to keep themselves healthy as well.   
 
February 23, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
 Heart Health survivor story 
 
Interview with 13-year-old Rosemary "Rosie" Veltz,  who has survived five open-heart surgeries due to 
her heart disease. 
 
February 27, 2021 (7am/1:49 length)  
COVID 19 and Heart Damage  
Reporter: Marcella Robertson 
 
Doctors say the coronavirus is leaving behind cardiac damage in patients. The heart issues can pop up 
weeks, even months after your initial COVID-19 diagnosis. Those post-coronavirus heart issues nearly 
killed Julie Petroff. She shares her story of nearly losing her life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 25, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:30 length) 
Two Women Share Their Life-Changing Heart Health Stories To Bring Awareness 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
For American Heart Month, WUSA 9  interviewed two women who shared their personal journeys with 
heart health. Cathy Backinger and Monique Acosta House know the importance of heart health  
firsthand. Together they shared an important message and helped champion other women to get 
checked. According to the nonprofit,  WomenHeart, heart disease is the number one killer of women in 
the United States. In addition, a majority of heart disease is preventable. 
 
Local Issue        Women’s History Month 
 
March 8, 2021 (9am/1 hour length)  
International Women’s Day Celebration  
 
Great Day Washington dedicated the entire one hour show to International Women’s Day with 
segments about body-image issues, celebrating female coaches in the NFL and women in the digital 
workforce.  
 
March 12, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
New kid’s book - Dear Mrs. President  
 
Interview with Ana Maria Medici about her new children’s book “Dear Mrs. President,” which is an 
inspiring story of a future female President of the United States.  
 
March 15, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Women in Sports Series: Lindsay Czarniak  
 
Interview with Lindsay Czarniak, former sportscaster who is now hosting a podcast about famous 
athletes and famous musical artists.  
 
March 16, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Local Breast Cancer Survivor Wins National Art Contest  
 
Linda K. Stewart from Fort Washington, MD, is a breast cancer survivor who won a national artwork 
calendar contest. 
 
March 22, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Women in Sports Series: Julie Donaldson  
 
Interview with the Vice President of Media for the Washington Football Team, Julie Donaldson.  
 
March 24, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Local Restaurant Celebrates Women’s History Month   
 
Interview with Sara Quinteros Shilling, co-owner of the restaurant Shilling Canning Company about their 
Women’s History Month celebration and book event. 
 



 
March 29, 2021 (9am/4 minutes length) 
Women in Sports Series: Amber Nichols  
 
Interview with Amber Nichols, the General Manager of the Washington Wizards G League affiliate about 
being a GM in professional sports.  
 
Local Issue        For The Culture 
 
February 26, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:05am length) 
What About Me Documentary  
Reporter: Michael Quander  
 
What About Me is a new documentary that is shining a light on how African-American men are 
portrayed in the media. It was co-produced by a DC native and features men who live in the DMV. 
WUSA 9 spoke with co-producer Taroue Brooks and DC-based activist, Cirilo Manego. This documentary 
gives black men a stage to tell their stories and share their experiences so others can hear firsthand how 
they think and feel.  This new film wants to transform the negative portrayals of black men in media. 
 
March 15, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:15 length 
Black Broadway  
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
In the late 19th century to the mid-20th century, the U Street Corridor was known as Black Broadway. 
The area was filled with black-owned theaters, clubs, restaurants and bars that illuminated the 
neighborhood at night. We spoke with a DC journalist who is documenting the legacy and hoping to 
inspire future generations. Interview with Brianna Thomas, Author of “Black Broadway in Washington 
DC.” 
 
March 25, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/2:03 length) 
Black Box Theater 
Reporter: Michael Quander 
 
Despite the struggles of the pandemic and the impact it had on our local arts organizations, the Dance 
Institute of Washington was able to open a new Black Box Theater. The mission is to promote equity and 
representation. Interview with Kahina Haynes, Executive Director, Dance Institute of Washington. 
 
Local Issue        All About Her 
 
January 23, 2021 (5am/1:09 length) 
Howard Tribute to Harris  
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
The rise of Kamala Harris to Vice President is inspiring thousands of students who hope to follow in her 
footsteps. The Economics Department Alumni Association at Howard University shared a letter they sent 
to VP Harris to congratulate and show support. Interview with Hazel Robinson, VP Economics Dept.  
 
 



 
March 12, 2021 (5am/1:41 length) 
Title: Navy Veteran Suicide Prevention 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
Navy veteran Porsche Williams spent several years overseas serving our country, but says nothing could 
have prepared her for the transition back home. Her decision to go to therapy was not only life-
changing, but lifesaving. She started the organization "Restore Life Global” and is now using those tools 
to help others in a similar boat. Interview with Porsche Williams. 
 
March 23, 2021 (5am and 6am re-air/1:23 length) 
Title: Teacher Writes Vaccine Book 
Reporter: Nicole DiAntonio 
 
There has been a lot of talk lately about the COVID-19 vaccine and this topic can be scary for kids. One 
local Arlington, VA teacher is now using her story to help kids conquer this fear. Katherine Picarde has 
written a book called “The Little Ouch.” She hopes it will help take the fear out of getting the Covid 
vaccine. Interview with Katherine Picarde.  
 
Local Issue        Verify 
 
VERIFY ON-AIR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
 
With so many rumors and misinformation out there,  it can be hard to know what’s real and what’s 
not.  WUSA 9’s VERIFY team answered questions from the community with vetted experts, original 
documents and fact-checking to get to the truth.  Segments were from :45-2:15 in length. 
 
Questions Verified 
 
January 2021 
 
Why do COVID 19 vaccines need to be stored so cold? 
 
How big are the stimulus checks and who qualifies for them? 
 
Is it normal for viruses to mutate? 
 
Are vaccine cards legit? 
 
What should you do if your stimulus check does not arrive? 
 
Debunking 3 voter fraud claims. 
 
Would objected votes go to opposing candidate? 
 
What happens if the Electoral College doesn’t approve the results of the election? 
 
What is sedition? 



 
Fact checking President Trump’s Speech on 1/6/2021. 
 
Trump’s legal options concerning the electoral college count. 
 
Were congressmen expelled for rejecting Lincoln's win? 
And could that happen again? 
 
Can the Vice President evoke the 25th Amendment? Was this the first time the US Capitol was stormed 
and seized since 1814? 
 
If a president is removed either by the 25th Amendment or by impeachment - does that disqualify them  
from running again? 
 
Can Trump pardon the mob that attacked the Capitol? 
 
What would an impeachment trial look like with limited time? 
 
What is the process for impeaching a President? 
 
What is the insurrection act of 1807? 
And how does it work? 
 
Is the claim, "For those wondering if it's worth impeaching him this time, it means he loses his 200k plus 
pension for the rest of his life, loses his 1 million dollar a year travel allowance, loses lifetime full secret 
service detail and loses his ability to run in 2024" True? 
 
In an equally split US Senate, who becomes the majority leader? 
 
Are COVID deaths in nursing homes surging right now? 
 
Can the president preemptively pardon himself and his family? 
 
Can a former president be prosecuted? 
 
Have the articles of impeachment already been sent to the senate? 
Is the White House pardon meme accurate? 
 
Has the inauguration ever been held away from the Capitol? 
 
If you have not gotten a check by January 15th, what should you do? 
 
What types of punishment can members of Congress face regarding involvement in the insurrection? 
 
Can companies mandate their employees get vaccinated? 
 
What is the 14th amendment and how does it apply to President Trump? 
 



When are the new Senators from Georgia going to be sworn-in and will it happen before the Senate 
votes on whether to convict the President? 
 
What are the differences between a senate trial and a trial in criminal court? 
 
Who can president's pardon and for what crimes? 
 
What can Biden do immediately without Congress?  
 
Can President Joe Biden issue a national mask mandate on day one? 
 
Breaking down Biden’s 17 executive orders. 
 
Who owns the White House artifacts? 
 
Can DC get statehood with a simple majority? 
 
Has Biden proposed forgiving all federal student loans? 
 
What we know and not know about the South African strain of the virus? 
 
Do taxpayers front the bill for Trump’s legal fees? 
 
What is the approval process for coronavirus vaccine boosters? 
 
Is there now an official MAGA Patriot Party? And is former president Trump affiliated with it? 
 
Is “Covid lung” worse than “smoker’s lung?” 
 
Who decides when Maryland students return to the classroom? 
 
Did Merck really cancel its vaccine trials saying it's better to get COVID 19 and recover? 
 
Will we need a vaccine booster for every new strain of the virus? 
 
Is President Biden issuing executive orders at a faster pace than his predecessors? 
 
What is happening on Wall Street with Game Stop? 
 
When does Air Force One change its call sign? 
 
February 2021 
 
Is driving with snow on the roof of your car illegal?  
 
Did the US House of Representatives ban certain gendered terms? 
 
Do health experts recommend you swap out your mask if it gets wet? 



 
Why is Johnson & Johnson's vaccine needed to end the pandemic? 
 
What is Lying In Honor -- and how does it differ from Lying in State?  
And who has received this tribute in the past? 
 
Are side effects from the second dose really worse than the first dose? 
 
Should you get the vaccine if you are sick? 
 
What is the Defense Production Act, and how does it work?  
 
What is 'budget reconciliation' and how can it be used? 
 
Is Tampa Bay the first team to play a Super Bowl at home? 
 
Do taxpayers pay for impeachment trials? 
 
Do experts say you need to avoid alcohol once you get your COVID vaccine?   
 
When will it be safe to visit loved ones? 
 
Who can administer Covid vaccines? 
 
When will children be able to get the vaccine? 
 
Is President Trump the first person to be impeached for insurrection? 
 
Who are the impeachment managers? 
 
Who pays for the impeachment trial? 
 
Are senators supposed to be impartial jurors? 
 
Can senators vote on impeachment through secret ballot? 
 
What you work at home -  expenses you can and cannot deduct from your taxes. 
 
Should you wear two masks? 
 
Are sharks harvested for certain vaccines? 
 
Why a Senate rule could block the minimum wage hike? 
 
GameStop explained 
 
Could all the Covid-19 particles in the entire world fit inside a can of soda? 
 



Does working from home affect your tax filing? 
 
What was George Washington’s ties to slavery? 
 
Do younger adult get stronger side effects to the vaccine? 
 
Is CVS hiring more staff to give the vaccine? 
 
Should you avoid a mammogram right after the vaccine? 
 
How long do Covid-19 side effects last? 
 
Did the city government of Washington DC run a surplus in 2020? 
 
What is the XL Pipeline and did an executive 0rder from President Joe Biden revoke the permit for it? 
 
Can you live in one state and get vaccinated in another? 
 
What we know about masks and the best way to wear them. 
 
What is Biden’s new immigration policy? 
 
How do allergies compare with Covid-19 symptoms? 
 
If the vaccine is free, why do you have to show your insurance card? 
 
Why is Johnson and Johnson the only one dose vaccine? 
 
Is there a vaccine for pets? 
 
Was a Senator put in a plexiglass box because she refused to wear a mask? 
 
DNA vs MRNA: How the vaccine differ. 
 
How will unemployment affect your taxes? 
 
Will we reach herd immunity by April? 
 
March 2021 
 
Can you choose which vaccine to get? 
 
Does wearing eyeglasses make you less likely to contract Covid-19? 
 
Did Loudoun County Public School ban Dr. Seuss? 
 
Can you lose your tax return if you default on a student loan? 
 



Can pharmaceutical companies be sued over vaccine side effects? 
 
How to prevent eyeglasses from fogging up when wearing a mask. 
 
Did Vice President Kamala Harris say she wanted to shut down the Department of Veterans Affairs and 
give that money to refugee families? 
 
Were fetal cells used to develop the Johnson and Johnson vaccine? 
 
How is a vaccine’s efficacy measured? 
 
Is the Covid 19 vaccine free? 
 
Will you be able to travel if you have not been vaccinated? 
 
Should you post your vaccination card on social media? 
 
How long do Covid-19 side effects last – long haulers? 
 
Who decides mass vaccinations site locations? 
 
Will being vaccinated lead to a positive Covid test? 
 
Should you skip Johnson and Johnson vaccine and opt for Pfizer or Moderna? 
 
Do you need a vaccine if you have already had Covid? 
 
Is the image of a legal document ordering Americans with bank accounts and 401ks of a certain dollar 
amount to give up 25% of those funds legit? 
 
What is convalescent plasma? 
 
Breaking down the biggest child tax credit questions. 
 
Are zoo animals getting vaccinated against Covid? 
 
How much immunity do you get from having Covid? 
 
Can you get the vaccine if you are pregnant or want to become pregnant? 
 
Should you avoid getting other vaccines -- right before or after getting your COVID shot? 
 
What is Conservatorship? 
 
Do health experts say you should get the vaccine if you are pregnant or want to become pregnant? 
 
if you have recovered from coronavirus, do experts say you only need one shot? 
 



Can stimulus checks be garnished by either the government or private debtors? 
 
Are people with certain blood types at a lower risk of contracting COVID-19? 
 
Is the $25,000 World Bank Group Pandemic Unemployment Assistance grant legit? 
 
Is it true that the insurance company, Manulife would not pay out a policy if someone got a COVID-19 
vaccine and passed away from complications because  "the vaccine is experimental." 
 
What we know about mixing and matching vaccines? 
 
We look at a warning about look-a-like websites mimicking travel programs like TSA Pre-Check and 
Global Entry. 
 
Is there a way to test how protected you are after vaccination? 
 
What to do if you lose your COVID-19 vaccine record card. 
 
What other ingredients are in the Covid-19 vaccines? 
 
Will you get a stimulus check if you receive social security benefits? 
 
Should you avoid getting other vaccines around getting your Covid-19 shot? 
 
What is the process for adding a state to the United States? 
 
What does immunity against Covid-19 actually look like? And how do we measure it? 
 
Do you need an ID to get a Covid-19 vaccine? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCAST 

JANUARY 2021 
 

FACE THE NATION 
 
01/03/21 Guests: Carter Evans, CBS News correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior 

foreign correspondent (2); Moncef Slaoui, PhD., chief adviser, Operation Warp Speed 
(3); Mayor Eric Garcetti (D-Los Angeles, CA) (4); Governor Asa Hutchinson (R-AR) (5); Dr. 
Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (6); Jo Ann Jenkins, CEO, AARP (7); Mark 
Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (8) 

 1) a report from Los Angeles on issues slowing coronavirus vaccinations as cases 
continue to spike nationally 

 2) a report from London on the unequal distribution of the global coronavirus vaccine 
supply 

 3) Topics include: the appearance of the U.K. coronavirus strain in three states / 
difficulties distributing the vaccine despite ample supply / issues involved with altering 
vaccine dosages to inoculate more people 

 4) Topics include: surging coronavirus infection and death rates in Los Angeles County / 
population density and large households contributing to virus spread / the lack of 
federal guidance in vaccine distribution / efforts to distribute vaccines to homeless 
populations 

 5) Topics include: Republicans’ plan to contest the electoral vote count; limited supply 
and recipient reluctance hindering coronavirus vaccine distribution / the lack of trained 
personnel delaying vaccination beyond prioritized groups / the potential lowering age 
requirement to vaccinate more elderly 

 6) Topics include: slow vaccine rollout potentially extending the peak of coronavirus 
cases / the necessity of vaccinations to control the new strains of coronavirus / the 
benefits of distributing vaccines through private businesses to reach a wider population 
/ vaccine hesitancy among elderly and healthcare workers as a reason to focus more on 
the general population 

 7) Topics include: the failure to vaccinate nursing home residents at an acceptable 
speed / benefits of governors altering vaccine age requirements / confusion around 
finding the vaccine and seeing if one qualifies 

 8) a report from Atlanta on the upcoming Senate runoff races in Georgia 
 
01/10/21 Guests: Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO) (2); Mayor Muriel Bowser (D-Washington, D.C.) (3); 

Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) (4); Chris Krebs, former director, Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency (5); Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national 
correspondent (6); John Dickerson, correspondent, 60 MINUTES (7); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, 
former FDA Commissioner (8); Bob Schieffer, CBS News contributor, former moderator, 
FACE THE NATION (9) 

 Guest Interviewer: Lesley Stahl, correspondent, 60 MINUTES (1) 
 1) a brief videotaped excerpt of tonight’s 60 MINUTES interview with House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi 
  
 



 2) Assault on the Capitol - Topics include: deaths of Capitol Police officers following the 
Capitol riot / potential involvement of Capitol Police in the Capitol riot / Republican calls 
for sanctioning President Trump or his resignation / culpability of Republicans who 
promoted election fraud narratives in creating the Capitol riot 

 3) Assault on the Capitol - Topics include: increased security around Washington, D.C. 
following the Capitol riot / FBI investigations into pipe bombs and specific rioters / 
intelligence-gathering relationship between Washington, D.C. police and federal law 
enforcement agencies / the arrest of the Proud Boys leaders for possession of weapons 
and ammunition 

 4) Assault on the Capitol - Topics include: President-elect Biden’s feelings on prosecuting 
President Trump / potential prosecution of President Trump after he leaves office / 
culpability of Republicans who promoted election fraud narratives in creating the 
Capitol riot / potential second impeachment of President Trump / categorizing Capitol 
rioters as “domestic terrorists” 

  
 5) Assault on the Capitol - Topics include: FBI and Homeland security’s lack of 

information despite riot plans being shared online / the difference between how federal 
agencies surveilled Black Lives Matter protests versus right-wing protests / President 
Trump’s ban from Twitter / Parler being blocked by tech companies 

 6) Assault on the Capitol - a report from Atlanta on Trump supporters’ attacks on state 
capitols and support of the Capitol riot 

 7) Assault on the Capitol - Topics include: President Trump’s effect on the future of the 
Republican Party / Republicans’ fear of Trump supporters / President Trump’s treatment 
of Vice President Pence and Capitol rioter calls for Pence’s execution / state and local 
governments’ efforts to maintain an orderly presidential election 

 8) America in Crisis - Topics include: the new coronavirus strains identified in the United 
Kingdom and South Africa / the need to continue vaccination efforts to counter the rise 
of more coronavirus strains / issues with federal distribution of coronavirus vaccines / 
the Capitol riot as a potential super-spreader event 

 9) a report on the volatility and negative effects of the Trump presidency 
 
01/17/21 Guests: Jeff Pegues, CBS News chief justice and homeland security correspondent (1); 

Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), chairman, House Intelligence Committee (3); Mayor 
Melvin Carter (D-Saint Paul, MN) (4); Governor Jim Justice (R-WV) (5); Jamie Yuccas, CBS 
News correspondent (6); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (7); 
Rochelle Walensky, MD, MPH, incoming CDC director (8); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA 
commissioner (9); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys director (10) 

 Guest Interviewer: Scott Pelley, correspondent, 60 MINUTES (2) 
 1) a report from Washington, D.C. on domestic terror threats and the possibility of 

violence leading up to President-elect Biden’s inauguration 
 2) a brief videotaped excerpt of tonight’s 60 MINUTES interview with Ken Cuccinelli, 

acting DHS deputy secretary 
 3) Topics include: worries of violence in Washington, D.C. following the January 6th riot / 

potential QAnon supporters among lawmakers / investigations into the January 6th riot / 
potential foreign support of the January 6th riot / possible denial of classified intelligence 
to outgoing President Trump 



 4) Topics include: FBI warnings about violence in state capitols, including Saint Paul, MN 
/ racism as a contributing factor to the January 6th riot; difficulties distributing 
coronavirus vaccines in Minnesota 

 5) Topics include: President Trump’s influence on the Republican Party after he leaves 
office; advantages of using the National Guard to distribute coronavirus vaccinations 
over private businesses 

 6) a report from Los Angeles on the prevalence of coronavirus in California, including the 
strain first identified in the United Kingdom 

 7) a report from London on the coronavirus vaccination efforts in the United Kingdom 
 8) Topics include: likely high coronavirus death rates for the coming weeks / new 

coronavirus strains identified in the United Kingdom, Brazil and South Africa / overall 
national vaccine supply and issues distributing it to states / President-elect Biden’s plan 
to reopen schools within 100 days 

 9) Topics include: coronavirus death and infection rates rising nationally / the 
development of tests to detect new coronavirus strains / new travel restrictions to enter 
the U.S. / federal efforts to distribute vaccine supplies 

 10) Topics include: Americans’ fears of political violence / division among Republicans 
who want to work with the Biden administration and those who still consider his win 
illegitimate / President Trump’s influence on the Republican Party after he leaves office 

 
01/24/21 Guests: Dr. Anthony Fauci, Chief medical adviser to President Biden, director, National 

Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (1); Dr. Deborah Birx, former White House 
coronavirus response coordinator, CDC special adviser to the Center for Global Health 
(2); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (3) 

 1) Facing Challenges: COVID 19 - Topics include: the deadliness of the U.K. coronavirus 
strain / the effectiveness of coronavirus vaccines on new strains / the Biden 
administration’s efforts for 100 million inoculations in 100 days / the need for better 
healthcare coordination between federal, state and local governments 

 2) Topics include: the lack of understanding by the Trump administration in how to 
support states’ coronavirus efforts / the need for greater monitoring and intervention 
with coronavirus outbreaks / the federal government underestimating the impact of 
coronavirus in February 2020 / Dr. Birx’s desire to avoid working with the politicized 
White House / President Trump presenting graphs and information provided from 
outside the coronavirus task force / the Trump administration’s gated business 
reopening criteria / how conflicting information led to COVID denial / White House 
sources leaking conflicting coronavirus stories to the media / misinterpretations of April 
2020 press conference where President Trump asks about disinfectants as treatment / 
Dr. Birx’s concerns working on the coronavirus task force would be the end of her 
federal career / public perception of Dr. Birx because of her work on the coronavirus 
task force / attempts to promote mask wearing despite President Trump’s comments 
against it / Vice President Pence’s support of President Trump over the task force / 
governors’ responsibility in allowing coronavirus to spread / lack of mask wearing in the 
White House leading to President Trump catching coronavirus 

 3) a report from London on the coronavirus death rate in Britain as the vaccine rollout 
continues 

 
  



01/31/21 Guests: Manuel Bojorquez, CBS News national correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS 
News senior foreign correspondent (2); Cedric Richmond, senior adviser to the 
President, Biden administration (3); Governor Ned Lamont (D-CT) (4); Mayor Francis 
Suarez (D- Miami, FL) (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (6); Janice 
Jackson, EdD., CEO, Chicago Public Schools (7); Ramy Inocencio, CBS News foreign 
correspondent (8) 

 1) a report from Miami on the new CDC mask mandate and other attempts to control 
coronavirus spread 

 2) a report from London on vaccination efforts across Europe and new coronavirus 
strains 

 3) Topics include: President Biden’s commitment to reopen schools by April / President 
Biden’s coronavirus aid package; Republican lawmakers engaging in conspiracy theories 

 4) Topics include: Connecticut’s success in the distribution of coronavirus vaccinations / 
potential issues with federal vaccine supplies / potentially adopting racial considerations 
for vaccine candidates in place of age / designating occupations as essential workers for 
vaccine eligibility / the appearance of coronavirus variants in Connecticut 

 5) Topics include: measures to contain the spread of coronavirus variants in Florida / 
Governor DeSantis barring local governments from enforcing mask mandates / “vaccine 
tourism” resulting in doses going to people who aren’t Florida residents / vaccines 
disproportionately going to high income communities 

 6) Topics include: the risk of coronavirus variants spreading in southern California and 
southern Florida / declining coronavirus death rates nationally / effectiveness of 
vaccines on coronavirus variants / differences between coronavirus vaccines 

 7) Topics include: the scheduled February 1st reopening of Chicago public schools / 
ongoing negotiations with the Chicago Teachers Unions / effects of school closure on 
students, especially minorities / potential virus spread in Chicago from open schools 
alongside open bars and restaurants / potentially prioritizing teachers for vaccination 
when supplies increase 

 8) a report from Wuhan on scientists’ effort to find how COVID-19 jumped to humans 
 
60 MINUTES 
 
01/03/21 “Section 230” – a report on the spread of conspiracies via social media and tech 

companies' lack of legal responsibility. Section 230 is a federal law facing increased 
criticism because it protects companies from being liable for any content posted by an 
individual on their website. Includes interviews with Maatje Benassi, Matt Benassi, Lenny 
Pozner and Andy Parker, who have all been victims of internet harassment; and Jeff 
Kosseff, author and law teacher. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster)  
“The Case Against Curtis Flowers” – a report on Curtis Flowers, a Black man in Mississippi 
who was tried six times for the same crime by the same prosecutor. Investigative 
reporters for a podcast helped Flowers to clear his name and expose the injustices of the 
legal system. Includes interviews with Rob McDuff, an attorney at the Mississippi Center 
for Justice; Madeleine Baran, lead reporter for the “In the Dark” podcast; Samara 
Freemark, managing producer of the “In the Dark” podcast; Clemmie Fleming, who 
rescinded her original testimony against Flowers; and Doug Evans, the district attorney 
who prosecuted Flowers. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Draggan Mihailovich, Jacqueline Williams) 



“Notes of Grace” – a profile of pianist Igor Levit. After the closure of concert halls caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, Levit has been forced to explore new methods of bringing his 
unique compositions to an audience. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Michael H. Gavshon) 

 
01/10/21 60 MINUTES (8:02 – 9:02p) 
 “January 6th” – an interview with Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi about the January 

6th riots at the United States Capitol. Pelosi recounts what it was like being in the Capitol 
on that day and discusses what she expects going forward with a shifted political 
landscape. (See also: “Two Heartbeats Away”, OAD: 10/22/06; “The Bailout”, OAD: 
09/28/08; “Insiders”, OAD: 11/13/11; “The Capitol Dome”, OAD: 12/01/13; “The Leader”, 
OAD: 04/14/19; and “The Impeachment Inquiry”, OAD: 09/29/19) (C: Lesley Stahl – P: 
Richard Bonin) 

 “11,780 Votes” – a report on President Trump's efforts to overturn the election results in 
Georgia. Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger and chief operating officer Gabriel 
Sterling recount their efforts to defend the legitimacy of their state's vote counting 
procedures. Includes interviews with Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger (R-GA); and 
Gabriel Sterling, chief operating officer for the secretary of state. (C: Scott Pelley – P: 
Henry Schuster) 

 “American Independent” – a profile of the independent senator from Maine Angus King. 
Seen by many as a great defender of justice beholden to neither party, Senator King 
discusses his political career and the fractured state of American politics. (C: Jon 
Wertheim – P: Michael Karzis, Julie Holstein) 

 
01/17/21 “Against All Enemies” – a report on the efforts to ensure a peaceful transition of power 

during the inauguration of President Joe Biden. An increased military response has been 
employed in Washington D.C. to combat security threats. Includes interviews with Muriel 
Bowser, Democratic mayor of Washington, D.C.; Ken Cuccinelli, acting deputy secretary 
of the Department of Homeland Security; Robert Contee, Acting Chief of the Metropolitan 
Police in Washington, D.C.; and Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY). (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole 
Young, Aaron Weisz, Pat Milton) 

 “The Threat” – a report on the siege of the Capitol on January 6th and how law 
enforcement failed to keep the building safe. Individuals who forced their way into the 
building have been identified, while many officials feel the extremist attacks should have 
been better predicted. Includes interviews with Steven Sund, former chief of the Capitol 
Police; Oren Segal, who runs the Center on Extremism for the Anti-Defamation League; 
and Attorney General Dana Nessel (D-MI). (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman, Pat 
Milton, Sam Hornblower) 

 “The Comeback” – a profile of Alex Smith, quarterback for the Washington Football Team. 
Following a gruesome injury on the field, Smith underwent a rigorous rehabilitation 
process in order to regain the use of his leg and eventually return to the game. Includes 
interviews with Dr. Robin West, the Washington Football Team’s head physician; 
Elizabeth Smith, wife of Alex Smith; Johnny Owens, physical therapist at the Center for 
the Intrepid; and Dr. Joe Alderete, chief of orthopedic reconstructive surgery at the Center 
for the Intrepid. (C: Norah O’Donnell – P: Keith Sharman) 

 
01/24/21 PREEMPTED 
 



01/31/21 “Left Behind” – a report on the impact of COVID-19. As many have lost their lives, even 
more are left struggling to figure out their lives in the wake of a worldwide pandemic. 
Includes interviews with Lauren Thomas, Trish Phillips, Colin Phillips, Jamie Drezek, Caden 
Drezek, Emerick Falta, Jake Schoffstall and Jennifer Schoffstall, who all lost family to 
COVID-19. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Aaron Weisz) 
“The Biodata Race” – a report on Chinese efforts to collect biological data from American 
citizens. Personal health data has been identified as a lucrative resource for both 
developing medical technology and greatly increasing the power of whoever possesses 
the most data. The BGI Group, a global health group based in China, has made drastic 
efforts to obtain as much Biodata as possible. Includes interviews with Bill Evanina, former 
top counterintelligence official in the U.S.; Edward You, supervisory special agent for the 
FBI and former biochemist; and Sophie Richardson, director of the China program for 
Human Rights Watch. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Oriana Zill de Granados) 
“DNA For Sale” – a report on genealogy companies who collect user's DNA data to be 
shared with other companies and organizations. Law enforcement officials fear citizens 
are unaware of who exactly gains access to their DNA when they agree to give away the 
information. Includes interviews with Bill Evanina, former top counterintelligence official 
in the U.S.; Edward You, supervisory special agent for the FBI and former biochemist; 
Lisa Ikemoto, UC-Davis professor of law; and Anne Wojcicki, CEO and founder of 
“23andMe”.  (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Oriana Zill de Granados, Emily Gordon) 
UPDATE: “Putin’s Public Enemy” (OAD: 10/18/20) 

 
48 HOURS 
 
01/02/21 48 HOURS: “The Tara Grinstead Mystery” – an update on the case of Tara Grinstead 

and the tips ignored by law enforcement that could have closed her case years earlier. 
The Georgia schoolteacher was last seen in Ocilla, leaving a party on October 22nd, 2005. 
When she failed to turn up for work, police were contacted. Officers and Maria Woods 
Harber, Tara’s friend, entered her home to find it mostly undisturbed, save for a broken 
lamp. Outside, suspicions were aroused by a latex glove. Attention quickly turned to 
men Tara had been dating, including her former boyfriend who had recently returned to 
town. However, all the men had alibis. Weeks later Jannis Paulk, Tara’s neighbor, was 
told by an employee about overhearing two men - Bo Dukes and Ryan Duke - claiming to 
have burned Tara’s body. She reported this to police. In 2006, John McCullough was 
spending the holidays with Bo Dukes. After getting drunk, Dukes admitted his 
involvement with Tara’s disappearance. In February 2007, John reported this to three 
different police departments. Neither Jannis’ nor John’s tips were followed up on by law 
enforcement for years. In 2015, Bo Dukes began dating Brooke Sheridan. Eventually, he 
would tell her about his part in Tara Grinstead’s disappearance. At her urging, he 
confessed to the police that he had burned Tara’s body in a pecan orchard his family 
owned in an attempt to cover up her death at the hands of Ryan Duke during a botched 
robbery. Duke was arrested and confessed to Tara’s murder. DNA tests matched him to 
the latex glove found outside Tara’s home. In March 2019, Dukes went on trial for 
charges related to covering up Tara’s death. He would be convicted on all charges and 
sentenced to 25 years in prison. On-screen text graphic: Ryan Duke's trial has not been 
scheduled. It has been delayed by defense motions and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Interviewed: Jannis Paulk, Tara’s neighbor; Maria Woods Harber, Tara’s friend; Dana 
Wilder, Tara’s friend; Marcus Harper, Tara’s ex-boyfriend; Gary Rothwell, Georgia 



Bureau of Investigation Special Agent; John McCullough, Bo Dukes’ friend; Brooke 
Sheridan, Bo Dukes’ girlfriend; Maurice Goodwin, forensic investigator. (See also: 48 
HOURS VANISHED: “Stolen Beauty”, OAD: 07/01/08; Rebroadcast: 01/10/09 as 48 
HOURS SPECIAL PRESENTATION: “Stolen Beauty”) (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Alec Sirken, 
Lauren Clark) 

 
01/09/21 48 HOURS: “What Ever Happened to Mary Day?” (9:00 - 10:00p) – a report on the 

search to find a young girl who was last seen in 1981. In 2002, Sherrie Calgaro filed a 
police report about her sister Mary Day, who went missing in 1981 at the age of 13. 
Sherrie had been adopted by a foster family, while Mary and their middle sister Kathy, 
returned to their mother Charlotte and her new husband, William Houle. Mary was last 
seen at the Houle home in Seaside, California. William accused Mary of poisoning his 
dog, which led to a physical altercation. Charlotte and William claimed that Mary ran 
away, but they never filed a police report -- allegedly so they could continue claiming 
the Social Security checks Mary was receiving because of her deceased father. In March 
2003, authorities canvassed the former home of the Houles with cadaver dogs, all of 
which focused on one spot in the backyard. After digging, police found the decaying 
sneaker of a young girl, but no body. A month later, Detective Joe Bertaina interviewed 
Charlotte and William after locating them in Kansas. William recalled the altercation 
with Mary and admitted to striking her. He claimed he could not have killed her, but 
admitted to feeling “possessed” at the time and that the “demon” inside him could 
have. Detective Bertaina and Police Chief Steve Cercone took this as a confession, but 
the district attorney was not ready to bring charges. In November of that year, a routine 
traffic stop in Phoenix, Arizona, turned up a woman claiming to be Mary Day. 
Authorities performed a DNA test on “Phoenix Mary” and confirmed she was Charlotte 
Houle’s daughter. The police closed the case and Sherrie invited Mary to move in with 
her, but she soon began to question if this woman was her sister. Sherrie noticed Mary 
often went by the name “Monica Devereaux” and had a peculiar accent. Mary also sent 
an email to Detective Bertaina saying she had been lying about who she was. Despite 
this, the case remained closed. However, in 2008 Chief Cercone was informed that an 
unrelated investigation at Fort Ord had resulted in cadaver dogs focusing on a second 
home the Houles had lived in. Once again, police were unable to find a body. Chief 
Cercone hired private investigator Mark Clark to look into the case. Clark’s theory was 
that the Houles murdered Mary in 1981 and that “Phoenix Mary” was a previously 
unknown daughter of Charlotte’s that they enticed to impersonate Mary with the 
promise of money. In 2017, acting Police Chief Judy Veloz had further testing conducted 
that showed “Phoenix Mary’s” DNA matched Charlotte as well as the birth father. She 
further concluded that gaps in Mary’s memory were due to a traumatic life and 
alcoholism. Her report closed the investigation. On-screen text graphic: Mary Day died 
nine days after Judy Veloz interviewed her. There was no funeral. Interviewed: 
Detective Joe Bertaina, police officer; Steve Cercone, former police chief; Sherrie 
Calgaro, Mary’s sister; Kathy Pires, Mary’s sister; Mark Clark, private investigator; Judy 
Veloz, acting police chief; Shaun Moore, CEO, Trueface. (C: Maureen Maher – P: Chuck 
Stevenson) (OAD: 05/02/20) 

 
  



01/09/21 48 HOURS: "The Suspicious Death of Christian Andreacchio" (10:00 - 11:00p) – a report 
on the conflicting accounts of one young man’s death. On February 26th, 2014, Dylan 
Swearingen called 911 to report the death of his friend, Christian Andreacchio, in 
Meridian, MS. A police investigation concluded it was a suicide. However, Christian’s 
parents disputed this as they had never seen suicidal tendencies from him. They 
suspected Dylan and Whitley Goodman, Christian’s girlfriend, were involved. Four 
months later, new chief of police Benny Dubose noted issues with the investigation: 
police had spent just 45 minutes at the crime scene and taken photos there on cell 
phones; blood spatter associated with gunshots and fingerprints from Christian’s gun 
had been cleaned up. Investigators also ignored that earlier in the day, Dylan was seen 
at a credit union attempting to withdraw all of Christian’s funds. Dubose tasked Captain 
Jay Arrington to re-examine the case. Arrington determined that Christian’s body had 
been moved and his time of death was likely hours before Dylan’s 911 call. He 
concluded Christian’s death was a homicide. In October 2017, charges against Dylan and 
Whitley were brought to a grand jury, however Arrington’s report was not presented to 
jurors. They concluded there was not enough evidence to go to trial. In August 2020, 
Arrington’s report was made public. Learning that Arrington’s report was excluded, 
district attorney Kassie Coleman decided she would reconvene a grand jury and find a 
new prosecutor to present the case. On-screen text graphic: The Andreacchios are 
lobbying for a law named after their son. "Christian's Law" would restrict the public 
release of autopsy photos in Mississippi. Interviewed: Rae Andreacchio, Christian’s 
mother; Todd Andreacchio, Christian’s father; Kassie Coleman, Lauderdale County 
District Attorney; Christie Chatterton, Whitley’s mother; Chris Thompson, Christian’s 
uncle; Pam Swearingen, Dylan’s mother; Benny Dubose, Meridian, MS Chief of Police; 
Doctor Jonathan Arden, former medical examiner; Sheila Wysocki, Andreacchio family 
private investigator; Captain Jay Arrington, Meridian Police detective; Whitley 
Goodman, Christian’s girlfriend; “Woman”, grand juror; J. Stewart Parrish, Captain 
Arrington’s attorney; Bradley Clanton, Whitley’s attorney. (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Chris 
O’Connell, Emily Wichick) 

 
01/16/21 48 HOURS: “The Murder of Jackie Vandagriff” – a report on the murder of a Texas 

woman and its ties to the stalking of a college student. In the summer of 2016, Caitlin 
Mathis began a relationship with Charles Bryant in Grapevine, TX. She ended it in August 
as she was leaving for the University of North Texas in Denton. Charles attempted to get 
back together with her and continually showed up to her dorm and workplace 
unannounced. With the help of campus police, she filed a protective order, which he 
continued to violate, resulting in multiple arrests. On September 13th, 2016, Charles 
went to a bar he knew Caitlin frequented and met Jackie Vandagriff. The pair left 
together in his car. The next day, Jackie’s body was found burned in a kiddie pool in 
Grapevine. Police found Charles since he had given a business card to one of Jackie’s 
friends. They were again able to arrest him due to violation of the protective order. A 
search of Charles’ home turned up Jackie’s purse. Police also found footage of him 
buying a shovel late that same night. In police interviews, Charles eventually admitted to 
having consensual sex with Jackie that involved her being choked with a zip tie, which 
accidentally resulted in her death. He was arrested for murder and went on trial in April 
2018. Charles’ defense team continued to argue Jackie’s death was an accident and 
disposing her body was the result of intoxication. The prosecution presented the crime 
as an extension of the stalking Caitlin had endured. However, a judge would not allow 



the jury to hear her testimony. After deliberation, Charles was found guilty and 
sentenced to life in prison. On-screen text graphic: Jackie Vandagriff's family has 
endowed an internship in health and wellness at Texas Woman's University in her name. 
Interviewed: Captain John Luna, Grapevine Police officer; Jackie Ton, Jackie’s friend; 
Caitlin Mathis, Charles’ ex-girlfriend; Karen Hulsey, Caitlin’s mother; Captain Jeremy 
Polk, University of North Texas campus police officer; Jim Holland, Texas Ranger; Kristie 
Dixon, dated Charles; Glynis McGinty, Charles’ defense attorney; Lucas Allan, 
prosecutor; Anna Hernandez, prosecutor. (C: Jim Axelrod – P: Sarah Prior, Lauren A. 
White) 

 
01/23/21 48 HOURS: “The 30-Year Secret - The Tracey Harris Murder” – a report on the murder 

case of a young mother that had been cold since 1990 and the husband who was the 
prime suspect. Tracey Harris was last seen in Ozark, AL the evening of March 7th, 1990. A 
week later, her body was found in the Choctawhatchee River. An autopsy concluded she 
had drowned, but also noted marks on her neck consistent with strangulation. Suspicion 
quickly turned to her husband, Carl. Over a dozen witnesses told police they had seen 
him abuse her and that he had a young girlfriend that he wished to leave Tracey for. 
Police did not make any arrests and the case went cold until 2016 when the Ozark Police 
Department’s cold case unit re-examined it. After re-interviewing witnesses, police still 
considered Carl the prime suspect. On September 13th, 2016, he was arrested for 
murder. Carl was scheduled to go on trial January 13th, 2020. While preparing the case, 
prosecutor Jordan Davis contacted Dawn Beasley to testify about the domestic violence 
she witnessed. Dawn refused and eventually revealed that in 1990 her husband, Jeff 
Beasley, admitted to killing Tracey. Police tracked down Jeff who still lived in Ozark. In 
police interviews, he eventually confessed to accidentally killing Tracey as the two 
waded in the Choctawhatchee River after she threatened to reveal the affair he claimed 
they were having. Jeff was arrested and charged with murder. On what was to be the 
date of his trial, the prosecutor dropped the case against Carl. At his trial, Jeff pled guilty 
and received a 30-year sentence. Carl filed notice of his plan to sue the City of Ozark. 
On-screen text graphic: Dawn reached out to Carolyn to apologize. Carolyn responded, 
but says she isn't ready to talk. Interviewed: Kirke Adams, Dale County district attorney; 
Selina Dodson, Tracey’s childhood friend; Carl Harris, Tracey’s husband; Jordan Davis, 
Assistant Dale County district attorney; Dawn Beasley, Tracey’s friend; Carolyn 
Aznavour, Tracey’s daughter; David Harrison, Carl’s defense attorney. (C: Maureen 
Maher – P: Ruth Chenetz) 

 
01/30/21 48 HOURS: “The Murder of Haley Anderson” (9:00 - 10:00p) – a report on the murder 

of Binghamton University nursing student Haley Anderson by fellow nursing student 
Orlando Tercero. In early March 2018, Haley Anderson’s friends were concerned after 
she didn’t show up to a friend’s poetry reading. They tracked her iPhone to Tercero’s 
apartment, where her friend Josie Artin climbed through the window and found her 
body in Tercero’s bedroom. Footage from surveillance cameras around the home 
showed Anderson entering with Tercero on March 8th, but never leaving. Investigators 
believed Tercero attempted suicide, based on a tie hung in a doorway and a note he 
left, in which they believed Tercero admitted to killing Anderson. Tercero was seen 
leaving the home one last time before driving to New York’s JFK airport, where he 
boarded a flight to Nicaragua. Four days later, his mother drove him to a hospital after 
another failed suicide attempt, where he was arrested by Nicaraguan authorities. 



Because of Tercero’s dual citizenship, he was not extradited to the United States. In 
October 2019, he was tried for the crime of “femicide”; the Broome County District 
Attorney’s office aided the prosecution. Tercero’s attorney presented a temporary 
insanity defense, with a court appointed psychologist as his only witness. After a 90-
minute recess, the judge declared Tercero guilty. Two weeks later, he was sentenced to 
30 years in prison. On February 4, 2020, Tercero appeared in appeals court, where his 
attorney argued for a new psychological evaluation, to be conducted by a forensic 
psychologist. Magistrates quickly denied the request. Additionally, the defense argued 
that because Tercero was indicted in the U.S. for second-degree murder, the court was 
obligated to adhere to the lighter sentencing guidelines associated with it. On March 10, 
2020, the appellate court denied that part of the appeal as well. On-screen text graphic: 
Tonight’s 48 Hours is dedicated to Ana Real. Interviewed: Josie Artin, Haley’s friend; 
Karen Anderson, Haley’s mother; Kevin Ocampo, Haley’s boyfriend; Jesse Bua, Tercero’s 
friend and roommate; Sydney Matuszak, Haley’s friend; Lieutenant Cory Minor, 
Binghamton Police; Steve Cornwell, former Broome County (New York) district attorney; 
Daniel Urcuyo, Tercero’s friend (in Nicaragua); Juan David Aleman, Tercero’s friend (in 
Nicaragua); Ashley Lopez, Tercero’s friend (in Nicaragua); Estephanie Moroney, 
Tercero’s friend (in Nicaragua); and an unidentified female friend of Tercero, who asked 
to remain anonymous (in Nicaragua). (C: Maria Elena Salinas – P: Judy Rybak, Stephanie 
Slifer) (OAD: 04/25/20) 

 
01/30/21 48 HOURS: “The Search for Christie Wilson” (10:00 - 11:00p) – an update on the case of 

Christie Wilson, a 27-year-old from Sacramento, CA, who disappeared in October 2005. 
She was last seen at the Thunder Valley Casino in the company of Mario Garcia, a 53-
year-old married father of two. A lengthy investigation revealed that Mario had a prior 
criminal record including charges of rape and assault with a deadly weapon and spousal 
abuse. That information, as well as DNA evidence linking him to Christie, resulted in his 
arrest. His trial lasted two months and the jury deliberated for just three days. Despite 
the absence of a murder weapon and physical evidence to prove that Christie Wilson 
was dead, Mario Garcia was sentenced in January 2007 to a term of 25 years to life. 
Based on a serious prior conviction and other charges, his sentence was raised to 59 
years. The search for Christie’s remains continued as he filed appeals from prison. In 
2017, after Mario saw a television interview with Christie’s mother Debbie Boyd, he 
reached out and attempted to use the location of Christie’s remains as a bargaining 
chip. Instead, investigators re-interviewed Mario’s family regarding the days before his 
arrest and learned about extensive landscaping he did on his property at the time. In 
August 2020, ground penetrating radar revealed pockets around the property. 
Excavating these pockets turned up human remains, which were confirmed to be 
Christie Wilson. Debbie and Christie's father Dennis had Christie's remains cremated. In 
October 2020, to mark the anniversary of her death, Debbie visited the pier in Capitola 
where the family placed a plaque many years ago. On-screen text graphic: Mario Garcia 
died of pneumonia on December 24th, 2020. He died without ever admitting guilt. 
Interviewed: Tiffney Devries, Christie’s friend; Debbie Boyd, Christie’s mother; Danny 
Burlando, Christie’s boyfriend; Don Murchison, Placer County district attorney’s office 
investigator; Mario Garcia, Christie’s killer (interviewed 2006); George Malim, 
Investigations Commander (interviewed 2005); Stacie Wilson, Christie’s sister 
(interviewed 2005); Wendy Ward, Mario’s ex-girlfriend (interviewed 2006); Jean Garcia, 
Mario’s then-wife (interviewed 2006); Tom Davis, Wendy’s friend, brother of Mario’s 



girlfriend (interviewed 2006); Jon Cave, retired Oakland, CA police investigator 
(interviewed 2006); Garen Horst, Plaster County deputy district attorney (interviewed 
2005); Robert Royer, emergency room doctor, witness (interviewed 2006); Pat Boyd, 
Debbie’s husband and Christie’s stepfather; Nuno Tavares, Placer County district 
attorney’s office investigator; Morgan Gire, Placer County District Attorney; Cindy 
Arrington, archaeologist. (See also: 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Highest Stakes”, OAD: 
03/04/06; and 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Biggest Gamble”, OAD: 02/17/07 – a follow-up 
report, rebroadcast: 12/22/07 – included an update.) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Paul La Rosa, 
Dena Goldstein) 

 
CBS NEWS SPECIAL 
 
01/20/21 CBS NEWS: One Nation Indivisible – a primetime special on today’s inauguration of 

Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr. as the 46th President, Kamala Harris, the first female, Black 
and South Asian American as the 49th Vice President and the many challenges facing the 
new administration. Includes insight and perspective on (1) President Biden, through 
separate interviews with Cindy McCain, widow of the late Senator John McCain; 
Delaware N.A.A.C.P. President Richard “Mouse” Smith; and Fred Sears, a college friend; 
and on (2) Vice President Harris, through separate interviews with Stacey Johnson 
Batiste, a childhood friend; and Melanie Wilcox Miles, who attended Howard University 
with Ms. Harris. Includes an excerpt of Harris and husband Douglas Emhoff’s joint 
interview from the 01/17/2021 edition of CBS SUNDAY MORNING. Also includes: (3) a 
report on America’s deep divisions, focusing on Kenosha, WI, where in 2017, CBS News 
spoke to Trump supporters on his inauguration day. Includes interviews with: 
Georgianna Counterman, former Trump supporter; Pat Moran, Trump supporter and 
former Mayor of Kenosha; Lou Rugani, radio personality and Trump supporter; Atifa 
Robinson, community advocate; and Christie Coshki, teacher and Trump supporter. 
Includes footage from the original 2017 report; and (4) an update of a report from 2017, 
which featured interviews with Sina, Norah, Lynn and Larissa -- all children from 
immigrant families, reacting to Trump’s divisive rhetoric. This update includes footage 
from the 2017 report, as well as new interviews in which they react to the incoming 
Biden administration and the current state of affairs in America. Correspondents: Norah 
O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington) (1); Gayle King (co-anchor, CBS THIS 
MORNING) (2); Erin Moriarty (correspondent, 48 HOURS) (3); and Peter Van Sant 
(correspondent, 48 HOURS) (4). (Producers not listed for this broadcast). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCAST 

FEBRUARY 2021 
 

FACE THE NATION 
 
02/07/21 Guests:  Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); 

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) (3); Janet Yellen, Secretary of the Treasury (4); Elizabeth 
Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (5); Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove, World 
Health Organization COVID-19 Lead (6); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner 
(7); James Brown, CBS News special correspondent, host, The NFL Today (8) 

 Guest Interviewer: Norah O’Donnell, anchor, CBS EVENING NEWS WITH NORAH 
O’DONNELL (2) 

 1) a report from Tampa on coronavirus precautions at the Super Bowl 
 2) a brief videotaped excerpt of today’s pre-game interview with President Joe Biden 
 3) Topics include: Iran’s refusal to stop work on nuclear enrichment; potentially keeping 

troops in Afghanistan past May; the constitutionality of impeaching President Trump a 
second time 

 4) Topics include: the stalling of the national job market / the high number of women 
and people of color who have left the workforce / the potential for permanent paid 
leave and childcare benefits / the debate around the amount and timing of a third 
pandemic stimulus payment; forthcoming bills targeted at job creation; the rise in the 
price of GameStop stock 

 5) a report from London on international coronavirus vaccination efforts 
 6) Topics include: viral mutations and new strains of coronavirus / the measures most 

effective in containing coronavirus outbreaks / successful quarantine measures in 
countries like Australia and New Zealand / concerns over the effectiveness of 
AstraZeneca’s vaccine on the South African coronavirus strain / investigations into 
coronavirus’ origins in China 

 7) Topics include: the effectiveness of coronavirus vaccines on new strains / the 
importance of learning coronavirus’ origins in China / the prevalence of U.K. variant in 
Florida and California / mitigation steps necessary to safely reopen schools / the 
consistent coronavirus vaccination rates in the U.S. 

 8) Topics include: reduced capacity crowd at the Super Bowl / NFL players encouraging 
vaccinations among minority communities / lack of diversity among NFL coaches / 
continued social activism among NFL players 

 
02/14/21 Guests: Representative Joe Neguse (D-CO) (1); Boris Johnson, Prime Minister, United 

Kingdom (2); Dr. Rochelle Walensky, Director, Centers for Disease Control (3); Heyward 
Donigan, President & CEO, Rite-Aid (4); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (5); 
Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (6) 

 1) Topics include: President Trump’s second impeachment acquittal / working with 
Republicans following President Trump’s acquittal / House Managers choosing not to 
call trial witnesses / exclusion of Congress members’ January 6th comments from the 
impeachment trial 

  
 



 2) Topics include: the effect of President Trump’s impeachment acquittal on the U.S.’s 
global standing; U.S. and U.K. support of the Global Vaccine Alliance / World Health 
Organization investigations into coronavirus’ origins in China / plans to reopen British 
schools in March; relationship between President Biden and Prime Minister Johnson; 
Northern Ireland’s relationship with the European Union following Brexit 

 3) Topic include: the risks of reopening schools in areas where the U.K. coronavirus 
strain is prevalent; increase in mental health-related issues among children during the 
pandemic / potential trajectory for coronavirus infection and death rates / effectiveness 
of vaccines on new coronavirus variants 

 4) Topics include: benefits of vaccine distribution through private pharmacies / 
measures to ensure vaccine outreach to underserved communities / drop in coronavirus 
testing 

 5) Topics include: role of private companies in expanding vaccine distribution / vaccine 
manufacturing shift to combatting new coronavirus variants / effectiveness of vaccines 
on new coronavirus variants 

 6) a report on the January 6th Capitol riot and President Trump’s second impeachment 
acquittal 

 
02/21/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Jake 

Sullivan, National Security Adviser, Biden administration (2); Mayor Sylvester Turner (D-
Houston, TX) (3); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (4, 7); Matthew 
Pottinger, former Deputy National Security Adviser, Trump administration (5); Mayor 
Betsy Price (R-Fort Worth, TX) (6) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on the continued power and water issues in Texas following 
severe snowstorms 

 2) Topics include: World Health Organization investigations into the coronavirus 
pandemic / potential influence of China on the World Health Organization / the Trump 
administration’s response to the coronavirus pandemic; Americans being held hostage 
in Iran / opening discussions on nuclear enrichment with Iran; responding to Russia 
regarding SolarWinds hacking 

 3) Topics include: President Biden choosing not to visit Texas / Texas’ failure to winterize 
power lines and power plants / exorbitant power bills received by Texans; coronavirus 
vaccine distribution in Houston 

 4) Topics include: the possible resurgence in infection rates due to coronavirus variants / 
need to vaccinate children to reach herd immunity / success of the vaccine in preventing 
coronavirus transmission 

 5) Topics include: World Health Organization’s repeating of coronavirus misinformation 
from China at the start of the pandemic / relationship between the intelligence 
community and the CDC regarding coronavirus information / possibility that coronavirus 
was manufactured by China / mistake of not telling Americans to wear masks at the 
start of the pandemic / President Trump’s coronavirus diagnosis / potential of additional 
CDC centers to improve future outbreak response / need for the intelligence community 
to prioritize biological threats / Trump administration’s response to the coronavirus 
pandemic 

 6) Topics include: Republicans’ management of the Texas power grid / financial 
responsibility for Texans’ exorbitant power bills / federal response to the disaster in 
Texas; vaccine distribution in Fort Worth 



 7) Topics include: persistence of the theory that coronavirus was manufactured / 
information needed from China to determine coronavirus’ origins 

 
02/28/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Dr. 

Anthony Fauci, Chief Medical Advisor to President Biden, Director, National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (2); Governor Kristi Noem (R-SD) (3); Ronna McDaniel, 
chairwoman, Republican National Committee (RNC) (4); Representative Adam Kinzinger 
(R-IL) (5); Governor Andy Beshear (D-KY) (6); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA 
commissioner (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on coronavirus infection rates and vaccination efforts 
 2) Topics include: approval of Johnson & Johnson’s new coronavirus vaccine / logistical 

issues in vaccine distribution / new coronavirus strains in New York and California / risk 
of vaccinated people still spreading coronavirus / actions from Conservative leaders 
impeding virus mitigation efforts 

 3) Topics include: South Dakota’s lack of coronavirus mitigation policies / coronavirus 
infection and death rates in South Dakota / the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally as a 
superspreader event; President Trump’s failure to act in response to the January 6th 
Capitol riot 

 4) Topics include: RNC’s continued support of President Trump despite election losses / 
division within national and state Republican Parties / President Trump’s 2022 and 2024 
election efforts / effects of the January 6th Capitol riot on President Trump and the 
Republican Party / media bias against Republicans / the association between 
Republicans and White supremacists and QAnon 

 5) Topics include: divisions within the Republican Party / President Trump’s ability to 
motivate voters / Republican Senators considering a 2024 Presidential run; former 
President Trump and President Biden’s lack of action regarding the killing of Jamal 
Khashoggi 

 6) Topics include: efforts to open Kentucky schools by March 1st / unions preventing 
classification of teachers as essential to receive vaccines / vaccine rollout efforts in 
Kentucky / divisions within the Democratic Party / need for federal aid from a new 
COVID relief bill 

 7) Topics include: effectiveness of Johnson & Johnson’s new coronavirus vaccine / 
increased mobility keeping coronavirus infection rates from dropping / new coronavirus 
strains in New York and California / coronavirus death rates in states with least stringent 
mandates 

60 MINUTES 
 
02/07/21 PREEMPTED 
 
02/14/21 “SolarWinds” – a report on the Russian cyberattack that compromised heavily 

protected American computer systems last March. The malware gained entry to 
confidential computer systems across many government organizations and major 
corporations via the popular program SolarWinds. The breach is widely considered to be 
ongoing. Includes interviews with Brad Smith, president of Microsoft; Kevin Mandia, 
CEO of FireEye; Chris Inglis, former Deputy Director of the National Security Agency; and 
Jon Miller, CEO of Boldend. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Graham Messick, Jack Weingart) 
 



“Bill Gates 3.0” – an interview with Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates. Gates discusses the 
various innovations he believes will be necessary to eliminate greenhouse gas 
emissions. He also explains a variety of companies and technologies he has invested in, 
ranging from food to manufacturing and energy. Includes an interview with Lindsey 
Boles, director of engineering at TerraPower. (See also: “Bill Gates”, OAD: 11/09/99 on 
60 MINUTES II; “Out Of Control”, OAD: 04/11/04; “Giving Away A Fortune”, OAD: 
10/03/10; “Bill Gates 2.0", OAD: 05/12/13; “The Giving Pledge”, OAD: 11/17/13; and 
“The Price Of Admission”, OAD: 04/29/18) (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Denise Schrier 
Cetta, Katie Brennan) 
“Simone Biles” – a profile of gymnast Simone Biles. The 23 year-old explains her training 
regimen and how it has changed with the postponement of the 2020 Summer Olympics 
in Tokyo. Biles also discusses the adversity she's encountered in her career. Includes 
interviews with Laurent and Cecile Landi, her coaches; and Ron and Nellie Biles, her 
parents. (C: Sharon Alfonsi – P: Draggan Mihailovich) 
UPDATE: “11,780 Votes” (OAD: 01/10/21) 

 
02/21/21 “Attack on the Judiciary” – a report on calls for increased judicial security. Many federal 

judges have been the victims of threats, and in some cases fatal attacks, by disgruntled 
citizens who seek retribution. These judges feel it is the responsibility of the government 
to help protect them. Includes interviews with Judge Esther Salas, whose son was 
murdered; Judge James Robart, who received death threats after a tweet from 
President Trump; and Suzanne Spaulding, who ran top cybersecurity operations for both 
Democratic and Republican administrations. (See also: 48 HOURS: “The Deliveryman 
Murders”, OAD: 02/20/21) (C: Bill Whitaker - P: Heather Abbott) 
“Handcuffed to the Truth” – a report on the 10th anniversary of the Syrian Uprising. 
Efforts are still being made to hold the Syrian government and President Bashar al-Assad 
accountable for the war crimes in their country. Includes interviews with Stephen Rapp, 
American lawyer and former United States Ambassador-at-Large for War Crimes Issues 
in the Office of Global Criminal Justice; Caesar (alias), a former Syrian military 
photographer; Sami (alias), Caesar’s friend who uploaded photos; and Ali (alias), who 
was imprisoned in Syria. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young) 
“QAnon” – a report on the right-wing conspiracy theory QAnon and efforts to fight 
against it. The anonymous campaign of misinformation has given an increased platform 
to the claims of a deep state with secret government plots against Americans. Efforts to 
fight against QAnon have sought to discredit extremist ideologies. Includes interviews 
with Elizabeth Neumann, former Deputy Chief of Staff of the Department of Homeland 
Security for the Trump administration; Pastor Derek Kubilus, pastor of a small Methodist 
church in northeast Ohio; Joel Finkelstein, director of NCRI at Rutgers University; and 
Nate, a school psychologist in Minnesota whose mother is part of QAnon. (C: Lesley 
Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On, Natalie Jimenez Peel) 
UPDATE: “The Lincoln Project” (OAD: 10/11/20) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



02/28/21  “Progress & Patience” – a report on continued efforts to distribute the coronavirus 
vaccine in the United States. To increase immunity to the virus in the American public, 
officials must overcome low supply levels of the vaccine, as well as distrust for the 
inoculation process. Includes interviews with Jeff Zients, coronavirus coordinator for the 
Biden administration; Dr. Travis Gayles, chief public health officer for Montgomery 
County, Maryland; Sean Kirk, Executive Vice President of Manufacturing and Technical 
Operations for Emergent BioSolutions; Albert Bourla, CEO of Pfizer; Jason Kelly, CEO of 
Ginko BioWorks; and Becky Taylor, a public school teacher who is helping people find 
vaccine appointments. (C: Bill Whitaker - P: Marc Lieberman) 
“Incoming” – a report on the ballistic missile strike carried out by Iran against American 
troops in January 2020. The missiles were a response to an American drone strike that 
killed Iranian general Qasem Soleimani and threatened to start a war between the two 
countries. Includes interviews with Major Alan Johnson, General Frank McKenzie, 
Lieutenant Colonel Tim Garland, Lieutenant Colonel Staci Coleman, Master Sergeant 
John Haines, and Sergeant Kimo Keltz, who were all at the Al Asad Air Base during the 
missile strike. (C: David Martin - P: Mary Walsh) 
“Colson Whitehead” – a profile of Pulitzer Prize-winning author Colson Whitehead. 
Whitehead's books weave fantasy and historic underpinnings to tell vivid stories that 
comment on race and society. Includes an interview with Julie Barer, his wife. (C: John 
Dickerson – P: Sarah Koch) 
 

48 HOURS 
 
02/06/21  PREEMPTION 
 
02/13/21 48 HOURS: “What Does The Other Woman Know? The Disappearance of Jennifer 

Dulos" – a report on the disappearance of a Connecticut woman and the possible 
involvement of her estranged husband and his girlfriend. On May 24th 2019, Jennifer 
Dulos dropped her children off at their New Canaan, CT school, but could not be located 
afterwards. That evening she was declared a missing person. Police quickly located her 
SUV at a park near her home. Inside, they found blood that looked as if someone had 
tried to clean it up. Investigations eventually focused on Jennifer’s estranged husband, 
Fotis Dulos, with whom she was in a bitter divorce and custody battle with. Police 
obtained data from his cell phone, then located security camera footage for the various 
locations he visited the day of Jennifer’s disappearance. The footage showed Fotis 
driving around with his girlfriend, Michelle Troconis, dumping trash bags around 
Hartford, CT. The bags were recovered and contained items including zip ties, ponchos 
and women’s clothing, all covered in blood and traces of Jennifer’s DNA. On June 1st, 
Fotis and Michelle were arrested, but without a body, police could only charge them for 
tampering with or fabricating physical evidence and first-degree hindering prosecution. 
After being released on bail, Michelle cooperated with police investigations and 
eventually admitted that Fotis had not been with her the morning of Jennifer’s 
disappearance, as he had previously stated. On January 7th, 2020, Michelle and Fotis 
were arrested for conspiracy to commit murder. Police eventually identified a pickup 
truck belonging to one of Fotis’ workmen that was spotted travelling from his home to 
New Canaan the morning of May 24th. A search of the truck turned up a bloodstain on 
the seat, which matched Jennifer’s DNA. When Fotis did not turn up for a court date 
later that month, emergency responders were dispatched to his home where they 



found him unconscious from a suicide attempt. He died two days later. The state of 
Connecticut is moving forward with Michelle’s trial. The broadcast also includes footage 
from a 2019 visit to Fotis’ home around Christmas, with him and his family, just 10 days 
before he was arrested for murder, and an interview with his attorney, Norm Pattis, on 
the day his client died. On-screen text graphic: The children are being raised by 
Jennifer's mother in New York City. Interviewed: Carrie Luft, Jennifer’s friend; Sergeant 
Kenneth Ventresca, Connecticut State Police; Chief Leon Krolikowski, New Canaan 
Police; Rena Dulos Kyrimi, Fotis’ sister; Claudia Troconis, Michelle’s sister; Detective 
John Kimball, Connecticut State Police; Richard Colangelo Jr., Connecticut chief state's 
attorney; Thomas Patten, New Canaan police officer; Dave Altimari, reporter, Hartford 
Courant; Daniella Troconis, Michelle’s sister; Klelia Kyrimi, Fotis’ niece; Angelika Kyrimi, 
Fotis’ niece; Carlos Troconis, Michelle’s father; Jon Schoenhorn, Michelle’s attorney. (C: 
Erin Moriarty – P: Liza Finley, Elena DiFiore) 

 
02/20/21 48 HOURS: “Reuschel vs. Reuschel” (9:00 - 10:00p) - a report on the trial of Mike 

Reuschel for the attempted murder of his wife, Sue Reuschel. On February 3rd, 2018, 
police in Gainesville, Florida responded to a home invasion at the home of Mike and Sue 
Reuschel. According to Mike, an intruder entered the home and stabbed Sue, though 
Detective David Visconti did not find evidence consistent with that account. After 
waking up from emergency surgery, Sue revealed there was no intruder and claimed 
Mike was the assailant; he was arrested for attempted murder. Mike’s daughter, 
Caroline, asserted Sue fabricated her story and recalled Sue being a heavy drinker, who 
exerted control over Mike’s behavior and was jealous of her. Surprisingly, Sue took an 
active role in planning Caroline’s wedding and paid for an expensive wedding dress. At 
her wedding, Caroline noticed a scar on Mike’s face, and he revealed that Sue had been 
physically abusive for years. Sue was arrested for domestic battery in November 2017, a 
fact that only came out during Mike’s trial. According to Sue, Mike revealed that 
Caroline’s wedding went over budget by $150,000, which led to an argument that 
became physical. Afterwards, Sue agreed to move to a condo they owned and get 
counseling for anger and drinking problems. In February 2018, Sue returned to 
Gainesville to attempt a reconciliation. At dinner, a text from Caroline led to a fight. 
Mike and Sue drove home separately, with Sue sending Mike angry texts the whole way, 
including ones asking for a divorce. Sue stated that she was in the guest room when 
Mike came in, got on top on her and stabbed her in the stomach, cut her fingers, and 
slashed her wrists. He then laid in the bed next to her until she agreed to the story 
about an intruder. In Mike’s version of the events, he entered the guest room to find 
Sue holding a knife and in an ensuing struggle, the knife entered her stomach without 
him realizing; they then laid in bed and discussed future vacation plans. Mike further 
claimed Sue cut her own wrists and came up with the intruder story for fear she would 
be arrested. Defense expert Michael Berkland testified the blood splatter around the 
bed was consistent with Mike’s statements. Prosecutors contested Berkland’s testimony 
and his credibility; they pointed to his fear of losing half of his fortune in a divorce as 
motive. After four hours of deliberation, the jury returned with a guilty verdict on all 
counts. Mike received additional charges after a jailhouse informant claimed he tried to 
hire a hitman to kill Sue. After family and colleagues testified at his hearing, Mike was 
sentenced to 30 years in prison. On-screen text graphic: The murder-for-hire charges 
against Mike Reuschel were dropped. Interviewed: Caroline Reuschel, Mike’s daughter; 
Detective David Visconti, Gainesville Police Department; Didi Hoffman, Mike’s first wife; 



David Byron, trial co-prosecutor; Sean Brewer, trial co-prosecutor; Michael Berkland, 
bloodstain pattern analyst; Mike Reuschel (by phone). (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Sarah 
Prior, Paul La Rosa, Dena Goldstein) (OAD: 04/04/20) 

 
02/20/21 48 HOURS: "The Deliveryman Murders" (10:00 - 11:00p) – a report on the connection 

between two similar murders committed on opposite sides of the country. On July 11th, 
2020, attorney Marc Angelucci was killed at the front door of his Cedarpines Park, CA 
home by a gunman posing as a FedEx delivery person. Police were unable to discern a 
motive. On July 19th, a similar attack occurred at the New Jersey home of federal judge 
Esther Salas, which resulted in her husband Mark Anderl’s hospitalization and the death 
of their son, Daniel Anderl. While federal and state agencies investigated the attack, 
New York State police found the body of attorney Roy Den Hollander dead from an 
apparent suicide in a rural part of Sullivan County. A search of his car turned up a FedEx 
envelope address to Judge Salas as well as an address for Marc. Additionally, the gun 
Den Hollander used to kill himself matched the caliber used in the two shootings. 
Investigators concluded that he was responsible for both. Den Hollander had devoted 
his career to lawsuits aimed at what he perceived as “female privilege” and FBI agents 
concluded he saw Marc, who focused on male gender discrimination cases, as a 
professional threat. They also uncovered a manifesto where Den Hollander blamed 
Judge Salas for slowing down one of his lawsuits. Agents contacted other names they 
found among Den Hollander’s documents, but believed he acted alone. On-screen text 
graphic: Legislation inspired by Daniel's Law has been introduced in the U.S. Congress. 
Interviewed: Cassie Jaye, Marc’s friend; Hermela Aregawi, reporter, CBS Los Angeles; Kat 
Haley, Daniel’s friend; Sarah Peterson, Daniel’s friend; David Oakley, Mark Anderl’s law 
partner; Joe Augustine, Daniel’s high school coach; Matthew Zeigler, Daniel’s friend; Joe 
Denahan, FBI Incident Commander; Captain Brian Webster, New York State Police; Joe 
Serio, Den Hollander’s former coworker. (See also: 60 MINUTES - “Attack On The 
Judiciary”, OAD: 02/21/21) (C: Tracy Smith – P: Chuck Stevenson, Gail 
Abbott Zimmerman) 

 
02/27/21 48 HOURS: "The Puzzle: Solving the Madeleine McCann Case" – an update on the 

search for Madeleine McCann, who went missing from a family vacation in Portugal in 
2007. On the evening of May 3rd, 2007, Kate McCann discovered her daughter 
Madeleine had disappeared from the family’s hotel room in Praia Da Luz, Portugal. The 
case quickly gained international attention, but little progress was made. Various leads 
led nowhere and suspects, including the McCanns themselves, were cleared. In 2010, 
the British government asked Jim Gamble, head of the U.K’s Child Exploitation and 
Online Protection Centre to review the case. He noted deficiencies in the Portuguese 
authorities’ tactics. Scotland Yard became involved in the investigations, but still no 
further progress was made. In 2017, German authorities received a tip that Christian 
Brueckner had drunkenly confessed to knowing what happened to Madeleine. 
Investigations revealed that he had a history of committing various crimes, some of 
which involved sexual abuse and child pornography. Cell phone data also placed him at 
the hotel the night of Madeleine’s disappearance. Due to German law, authorities were 
not allowed to reveal all of the evidence they had against Brueckner, but remain certain 
he was responsible. On-screen text graphic: If anyone has information about the 
disappearance of Madeleine McCann, please go to www.findmadeleine.com. 
Interviewed: Hans Christian Wolters, German prosecutor; Jim Gamble, former head, 



Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre; Jane Hill, BBC news anchor; Jon Corner, 
friend of the McCanns (2007 footage); Susan Healey, Kate McCann’s mother (2007 
footage); Mark Hoffman, German crime and intelligence analyst. (See also: 48 HOURS 
MYSTERY SPECIAL INVESTIGATION: “Where’s Maddie?”, OAD: 11/17/07; Updated 
rebroadcast: 08/09/08) (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Chris Young Ritzen, Josh Gelman, 
Anthony Venditti) 

 
CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS 
 
In January 2021, the House of Representatives voted to impeach former President Donald J. Trump for 
his role in inciting the deadly January 6th siege of the U.S. Capitol. Mr. Trump is the only U.S. President to 
be impeached twice. In February 2021, Mr. Trump was tried in the Senate, making him the first to have 
such proceedings while out of office. In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news 
programs, CBS News provided the following live coverage: 
 
02/09/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SECOND IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF DONALD J. TRUMP 

(12:57 – 05:12p) – initial chyron ID: Senate Impeachment Trial Of Fmr. President Donald 
Trump To Begin Shortly – live coverage of day one of the second impeachment trial of 
Donald J. Trump., who is the only president in American history to be impeached twice, 
and the first to be put on trial after leaving office. The House of Representatives 
impeached Mr. Trump on January 13, on a charge of inciting an insurrection for his role 
in the deadly January 6 siege by his supporters on the U.S. Capitol. Coverage includes: 
(1) correspondents’ commentary, including reports and analysis from Nikole Killion on 
Capitol Hill, John Dickerson, Nancy Cordes, and Major Garrett; (2) Senate Majority 
Leader Senator Chuck Schumer’s (D-NY) call for organizing resolutions, including roll call 
vote, and a break for commentary from Norah O’Donnell, Nancy Cordes, Major Garrett, 
and legal analysis by Jeffrey Rosen; (3) House Managers debate on the constitutionality 
of the impeachment trial by Lead House Manager Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD), 
House Manager Representative Joe Neguse (D-CO), and House Manager Representative 
David Cicilline (D-RI); (4) commentary and analysis by Norah O’Donnell, Nancy Cordes, 
Major Garrett, and John Dickerson, in addition to reports from Capitol Hill by Kris Van 
Cleave, and Nikole Killion; (5) Trump defense team debate on the constitutionality of the 
impeachment trial from Lead Counsel Bruce L. Castor, Jr., and David Schoen; (6) remarks 
from Lead House Manager Representative Raskin, ahead of the Senate’s vote on the 
constitutionality of the trial; (7) Senate roll call vote on the constitutionality of the 
impeachment trial, including commentary by Norah O’Donnell, Nancy Cordes, Major 
Garrett, and legal analysis from Jeffrey Rosen; (8) Senate’s vote that the impeachment 
trial is constitutional and will proceed, with the Senate impeachment trial adjourning 
until tomorrow; and (9) final correspondents’ remarks, including a report from Capitol 
Hill. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/Analyst: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS 
News Washington); Nikole Killion (Capitol Hill); John Dickerson (CBS News New York); 
Nancy Cordes (CBS News Washington); Major Garrett (CBS News Washington); Jeffrey 
Rosen (CBS News Constitutional law expert and analyst); Kris Van Cleave (Capitol Hill). 

 
  



02/10/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SECOND IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF DONALD J. TRUMP 
(11:57a – 5:38p) – initial chyron ID: Day Two Of Impeachment Trial To Begin Shortly – 
live coverage of day two of the second impeachment trial of Donald J. Trump. House 
Impeachment Managers will present their case that former President Trump incited an 
insurrection. Coverage includes: (1) breaking news that the District Attorney of Fulton 
County, Georgia has opened a criminal investigation into Mr. Trump’s attempts to 
influence the election; (2) Nikole Killion’s report from Capitol Hill, and commentary and 
analysis by Nancy Cordes and Major Garrett; (3) opening arguments from Lead House 
Manager Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD), House Manager Representative Joe 
Neguse (D-CO), House Manager Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX), and House 
Manager Representative Eric Swalwell (D-CA); (4) during a break in the Senate 
impeachment trial, commentary and analysis from Norah O’Donnell, Nancy Cordes, 
Major Garrett, Ed O’Keefe, Jeffrey Rosen, and Nikole Killion’s report from Capitol Hill; (5) 
continuation of House Managers’ opening arguments -- Representative Madeleine Dean 
(D-PA), Representative Ted Lieu (D-CA), and Delegate Stacey Plasket; (6) during the 
break in the Senate impeachment trial commentary by Norah O’Donnell, Major Garrett, 
Nancy Cordes, and Ed O’Keefe, legal analysis by Jeffrey Rosen, and Nikole Killion’s report 
from Capitol Hill; (7) continuation of House Managers’ opening arguments -- Delegate 
Stacey Plasket (D-VI), and Representative Eric Swalwell (D-CA); and (8) with the Senate 
impeachment trial called into recess for the day, commentary and analysis by Jeffrey 
Rosen, Ed O’Keefe, Nikole Killion’s report from Capitol Hill, and final remarks. 
Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/Analyst: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 
Washington); Nikole Killion (Capitol Hill); Nancy Cordes (CBS News Washington); Major 
Garrett (CBS News Washington); Ed O’Keefe (CBS News Washington); Jeffrey Rosen (CBS 
News Constitutional law expert and analyst). 

 
02/11/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SECOND IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF DONALD J. TRUMP 

(11:57a – 4:37p) – initial chyron ID: Third Day Of Impeachment Trial To Begin Shortly – 
live coverage of day three of the second impeachment trial of Donald J. Trump. 
Coverage includes: (1) Nikole Killion’s report from Capitol Hill, and analysis from Major 
Garrett and Nancy Cordes; (2) outline of today’s schedule by Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY); (3) opening arguments from Lead House Manager 
Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD), and House Manager Representative Diana Degette 
(D-CO); (4) correspondents’ commentary during a brief pause in the trial; (5) 
continuation of House Managers’ opening arguments -- Lead House Manager 
Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD), House Manager Representative Ted Lieu (D-CA), 
and House Manager Representative David Cicilline (D-RI); (6) during a 15-minute recess 
in the trial, commentary by Norah O’Donnell, Major Garrett, Nancy Cordes, reporting 
and analysis by Jeff Pegues at Capitol Hill, Jeffrey Rosen, and Nikole Killion on Capitol 
Hill; (7) continuation of the presentation of opening arguments from House Managers -- 
Representative Joaquin Castro (D-TX), Representative Joe Neguse (D-CO), Lead House 
Manager Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD), and House Manager Representative Ted 
Lieu (D-CA); (8) unanimous consent raised by Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-
NY) and the adjourning of the Senate impeachment trial for the day; and (9) 
commentary by Major Garrett and Nancy Cordes, with reporting and analysis from 
Jeffrey Rosen, Nikole Killion on Capitol Hill, Ed O’Keefe, and final remarks. Origination: 
Capitol Hill. Correspondents/Analyst: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); 
Nikole Killion (Capitol Hill); Nancy Cordes (CBS News Washington); Major Garrett (CBS 



News Washington); Jeff Pegues (Capitol Hill); Ed O’Keefe (CBS News Washington); 
Jeffrey Rosen (CBS News Constitutional law expert and analyst). 

 
02/12/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SECOND IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF DONALD J. TRUMP 

(11:58a – 4:33p) – initial chyron ID: Fourth Day Of Impeachment Trial To Begin Shortly – 
live coverage of day four of the second impeachment trial of Donald J. Trump. Coverage 
includes: (1) commentary by Norah O’Donnell, Ed O’Keefe, Nancy Cordes, and Major 
Garrett, with a report from Nikole Killion on Capitol Hill; (2) beginning of the Senate 
impeachment trial, with Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) recognized; (3) 
opening arguments from former President Trump’s defense team -- Michael Van Der 
Veen, and David Schoen; (4) commentary and analysis by Norah O’Donnell, Major 
Garrett, Nancy Cordes, Jeffrey Rosen, and Nikole Killion’s report from Capitol Hill, during 
a 15-minute recess; (5) continuation of opening arguments by Mr. Trump’s defense 
attorney Bruce L. Castor, Jr.; (5) commentary and analysis by Norah O’Donnell, Major 
Garrett, Nancy Cordes, Jeffrey Rosen, Nikole Killion’s report from Capitol Hill, and an 
interview via telephone with Senator Chris Coons (D-DE), during a 15-minute recess; (6) 
Senators’ questions directed at House Managers and Mr. Trump’s defense team, 
including questions from Senators Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 
Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Ted Cruz (R-TX), Roger Marshall (R-KS), Kevin Cramer (R-ND), 
Raphael Warnock (D-GA), Susan Collins (R-ME), Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Jacky Rosen (D-
NV), Bill Haggerty (R-TN), Tim Scott (R-SC), Ed Markey (D-MA), Tammy Duckworth (D-IL), 
and Mitt Romney (R-UT); (7) day four of the Senate impeachment trial was interrupted 
in progress for correspondents’ final remarks. Origination: Capitol Hill. 
Correspondents/analysts: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nikole 
Killion (Capitol Hill); Nancy Cordes (CBS News Washington); Major Garrett (CBS News 
Washington); Ed O’Keefe (CBS News Washington); and Jeffrey Rosen (constitutional law 
expert). 

 
02/13/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SECOND IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF DONALD J. TRUMP 

(10:00 – 11:20a) – initial chyron ID: Fifth Day Of Impeachment Trial To Begin Shortly – 
live coverage of day five of the second impeachment trial of Donald J. Trump. It is 
expected that the House Managers and Mr. Trump’s defense team will present closing 
arguments. Coverage includes: (1) commentary and analysis by Major Garrett, Nancy 
Cordes, and Ed O’Keefe, a report from Nikole Killion at Capitol Hill, and breaking news 
that Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) will vote to acquit former President 
Donald Trump; (2) Senate impeachment trial begins, with Lead House Manager 
Representative Jamie Raskin (D-MD) and Mr. Trump’s defense attorney Michael Van Der 
Veen, debating whether or not to allow witnesses and more evidence, resulting in a 
Senate roll call vote; (3) commentary and analysis by Major Garrett, Nancy Cordes, Ed 
O’Keefe, and David Becker. Includes a brief break in commentary for a reading of the 
votes, resuming with a report from Nikole Killion on Capitol Hill, and an interview via 
telephone with Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA); (4) results of the Senate vote, 
allowing witnesses and more evidence, thereby extending the trial; (5) Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer’s (D-NY) request for the absence of a quorum; (6) 
correspondents’ final remarks. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/Contributor: 
Major Garrett (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (CBS News Washington); 
Ed O’Keefe (CBS News Washington); Nikole Killion (Capitol Hill); and David Becker (CBS 
News election law expert and political contributor). 



 
02/13/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SECOND IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF DONALD J. TRUMP 

(3:50 – 3:52p) – chyron ID: Fmr. President Trump Acquitted Of Incitement Of Insurrection 
– the United States Senate has just found former President Donald Trump not guilty at 
his second impeachment trial. The vote was 57 – 43 to convict. Coverage includes 
correspondents’ commentary and analysis, as well as live footage from inside the Senate 
chambers. Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell 
(anchor, CBS News Washington); and Major Garrett (CBS News Washington). 

 
* * * * * 

 
CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCAST 
MARCH 2021 

 
FACE THE NATION 
 
03/07/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Dr. 

Anthony Fauci,  Chief Medical Advisor to President Biden, director, National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (2); Governor Phil Murphy (D-NJ) (3); Governor Jim 
Justice (R-WV) (4); Ben Crump, civil rights attorney, attorney for the family of George 
Floyd (5); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (6); Dr. Scott 
Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (7) 
Correspondent: Margaret Brennan, moderator, FACE THE NATION (8) 
1) a report from Atlanta on states beginning to reopen despite the slow distribution of 
vaccines 
2) Topics include: potential for a fourth wave in coronavirus infections / New York’s new 
strain’s resistance to existing treatments / forthcoming CDC guidelines for vaccinated 
people / need to continue vaccinations before ending mitigation procedures / 
vaccination timeline for elementary and high school students 
3) Topics include: New Jersey’s population density and proximity to New York City as 
reasons it experienced major coronavirus waves / accuracy of reported New Jersey 
nursing home deaths / Justice Department’s probe into the state’s nursing home deaths; 
sexual harassment allegations against New York Governor Andrew Cuomo 
4) Topics include: Republican opposition to the new COVID relief bill / reaction to 
Senator Manchin’s criticism of prior use of COVID relief funds on road repair in West 
Virginia; Republican criticism of masks as a violation of rights / vaccine hesitancy among 
West Virginians; sexual harassment allegations against Governor Cuomo 
5) Topics include: upcoming trial of former police officer Derek Chauvin for George 
Floyd’s death / potential for protests and violence in Minneapolis, MN during the trial / 
hope that the Biden administration will honor the promise of prioritizing police reform / 
need to address qualified immunity in the George Floyd policing reform bill 
6) a report from London on the total worldwide deaths from coronavirus and 
international vaccination efforts 
7) Topics include: vaccination timeline for elementary and high school students / 
forthcoming CDC guidelines for vaccinated people / dissemination of coronavirus 
variants in the U.S. / federal government’s mistake in not pushing masks earlier 
 



 8) an excerpt from a focus group conversation with Americans from across the country 
on the last year of living with the COVID-19 pandemic, thoughts on the vaccine and their 
hopes for the future 

 
03/14/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); 

Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys director (2); Mayor Bill de Blasio (D-
New York, NY) (3); Governor Asa Hutchinson (R-AR) (4); Dr. Marcella Nunez-Smith, chair, 
COVID-19 Health Equity Task Force (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (6); 
Michael Martin, Prime Minister, Ireland (7) 
1) a report from Atlanta on the American Rescue Plan, President Biden’s COVID relief bill 
2) Topics include: poll results indicating record high support of President Biden’s 
handling of the coronavirus pandemic / positive outlook for the economy due to the 
American Rescue Plan / persistent vaccine hesitancy in some communities despite 
growing willingness to be inoculated 
3) Topics include: effectiveness of the coronavirus vaccine on New York’s new variants / 
vaccine rollout in New York City / insufficient distribution of vaccine doses by New York 
state government for New York City / Mayor de Blasio’s delay in closing bars and 
restaurants in March 2020 / Governor Cuomo’s delay in issuing shelter-in-place orders / 
Cuomo’s responsibility for nursing home deaths; rise in anti-Asian hate crimes 
4) Topics include: sexual harassment allegations against New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo; resistance among younger Republicans to getting vaccinated / ongoing 
necessity of mask mandates / benefits and drawbacks of the American Rescue Plan for 
the state of Arkansas; rise in unaccompanied minors crossing the southern U.S. border 
5) Topics include: poll results indicating vaccine hesitancy has ebbed among Black 
Americans / politicization of basic health practices, including the reluctance of younger 
Republicans getting vaccinated / Biden administration’s decision to directly supply 
vaccine doses to community health centers / national expansion of vaccine eligibility; 
rise in unaccompanied minors crossing the southern U.S. border 
6) Topics include: concerning trends and the effectiveness of the coronavirus vaccine on 
New York’s new variants / accuracy of President Biden’s July 4th gathering comments / 
aggressive vaccination practices and prior infections providing more protection in the 
U.S. compared to Europe / importance of vaccines in controlling coronavirus spread 
7) Topics include: U.S. ban on travel from Europe / joint vaccine development and 
production between the U.S. and European Union; Northern Irish paramilitary groups’ 
decision to temporarily withdraw support for the Good Friday peace agreement / 
President Biden’s possible June visit to Ireland 

 
  



03/21/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Mayor 
Eric Garcetti (D- Los Angeles, CA) (2); Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) (3); Senator Rob 
Portman (R-OH) (4); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (5); Dr. 
Moncef Slaoui, former chief scientific advisor, Operation Warp Speed (6); Dr. Scott 
Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (7); Mireya Villarreal, CBS News correspondent (8) 
1) a report from Atlanta on spring break crowds in Florida and coronavirus-related 
assaults on Asian Americans, including the Atlanta spa shootings 
2) Topics include: Garcetti’s optimism that a fourth wave of coronavirus cases in Los 
Angeles won’t occur / two concerning coronavirus variants / reopening businesses in Los 
Angeles / Biden administration’s refusal to send vaccines directly to cities / use of zip 
codes for more equitable vaccine distribution; rise in hate crimes against Asian 
Americans 
3) Topics include: motivations of the Atlanta spa shooter / reporting of hate crimes in 
the Asian American community / exploitation and stereotyping of Asian women / lack of 
Republican support for the COVID Hate Crimes Act; President Trump’s responsibility for 
the migrant border crisis; possibility of President Biden leaving troops in Afghanistan 
following the scheduled pullout 
4) Topics include: Portman’s blame of President Biden for the migrant border crisis / 
need to reinforce the U.S.-Mexico border wall and support the Border Patrol / cost of 
the Biden administration’s aid package for Central America 
5) a report from Tel Aviv on vaccine rollout struggles in Europe 
6) Topics include: President Biden blame of the Trump administration for vaccine rollout 
issues /  vaccine supply failing to meet states’ demand / vaccine hesitancy among 
Republicans under 65 / President Trump’s refusal to publicly receive the coronavirus 
vaccine / need for vaccinated people to continue wearing masks / Dr. Slaoui’s issues 
with Senator Elizabeth Warren, who was critical of him because he had worked for 
Moderna / preparing America for future pandemics 
7) Topics include: spread of New York and South Africa coronavirus variants / likelihood 
of additional coronavirus infection waves due to variants / vaccines providing a backstop 
against the spread of new variants 
8) a report from the U.S.-Mexico border on unaccompanied minors entering the U.S. 

 
03/28/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Dr. 

Anthony Fauci, Chief Medical Advisor to President Biden, director, National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (2); Representative Henry Cuellar (D-TX) (3); 
Representative-elect Julia Letlow (R-LA) (4); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign 
correspondent (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (6); Anthony Capuano, 
CEO, Marriott International (7) 
1) a report from Atlanta on concerns that vaccinations may lead people to behave 
irresponsibly and cause coronavirus infection spikes 
2) Topics include: infection spikes in states with previously plateaued coronavirus 
infection rates / contribution of increased travel and a reduction in mitigation methods 
to infection rates / infection risks associated with children socializing / forthcoming 
relaxation of lockdown restrictions / forthcoming report from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) endorsing waiving intellectual property rights for pharmaceutical 
companies who manufacture the coronavirus vaccine / concerns regarding China’s 
influence on the WHO’s report of COVID-19’s origins 
 



 3) Topics include: surge of migrants crossing the southern U.S. border / unaccompanied 
minors held in custody beyond the legal limit due to processing volume / migrants 
expelled to Mexico under Title 42 / burden on border communities from released 
migrants / Mexico’s claim that President Biden made the U.S. more welcoming to 
migrants than President Trump 
4) Topics include: death of Representative-elect Luke Letlow from coronavirus; vaccine 
hesitancy from Republicans under 65; Biden administration’s plan to extend broadband 
access to rural areas; pay disparity for women, especially Black women, in Louisiana; 
coping with grief 
5) a report from Tel Aviv on the rise of coronavirus cases due to variants and struggling 
vaccine rollouts 
6) Topics include: continued vaccinations serving as a backstop to a fourth coronavirus 
wave / methods for combatting vaccine hesitancy / what happens if you appropriate the 
intellectual property and give it to other companies to manufacture vaccines / need to 
get more resources into expanding vaccine manufacturing / concerns regarding China’s 
influence on the WHO’s report of COVID-19’s origins 
7) Topics include: increase in spring hotel bookings / incentivizing employees to receive 
the coronavirus vaccine / timeline for Marriott’s economic recovery / potential impact 
of gas prices on drive-to destinations / bringing back employees in spite of pandemic 
shifts to technological solutions / implementation of vaccine passports / industries 
pushing the Biden administration to reopen international travel by the summer 

 
60 MINUTES 
 
03/07/21 “The Unequal Recession” – a report on the economic difficulties many have faced due 

to the coronavirus pandemic. The extreme shortage of available work has left families 
and individuals struggling to meet basic needs like food and shelter. Includes interviews 
with Courtney Yoder, Nathan Majeed, Shawnahlee Archey, and Sarah Archey, who are 
struggling due to the coronavirus; Steve Roth, a retired firefighter helping the homeless; 
Matt Habash, CEO of Mid-Ohio Food Bank; Major General John Harris, who commands 
the Ohio National Guard; and Ann Bischoff, CEO of Star House. (C: Scott Pelley – P: 
Nicole Young) 
“The Long Shot” – a report on fluvoxamine, a 40-year-old antidepressant being 
considered for use in coronavirus treatment. The drug is a surprising candidate to 
reduce the symptoms of the virus, though it could become a crucial option for 
treatment if clinical trials are successful. Includes interviews with Dr. David Seftel, the 
physician for employees and their families at Golden Gate Fields; Dr. Angela Reiersen, a 
child psychiatrist at Washington University in St. Louis; Dr. Eric Lenze, a psychiatrist at 
Washington University in St. Louis; Steve Kirsch, a Silicon Valley entrepreneur funding 
COVID research; and Dr. Francis Collins, director of the National Institutes of Health. (C: 
Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Guy Campanile) 
“Back to the Moon” – a report on Artemis, the first NASA program led mostly by 
women. The program, which aims to send a woman to the moon, has faced many 
setbacks from cost overruns to delays. Includes interviews with Charlie Blackwell-
Thompson, NASA’s first female launch director; Jody Singer, NASA’s first female to run 
Marshall Space Flight Center in Alabama; and Lori Garver, former deputy administrator 
of NASA under President Obama. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman) 



“Ender” – Another original 60 MINUTES+ story (about the domestic threat of White 
supremacy) is now available on the Paramount+ streaming service with correspondent 
Laurie Segall. (C: Scott Pelley) 

 
03/14/21 “Variants” – a report on the coronavirus mutations, called variants, which are being 

closely monitored and studied for new health threats. With the emergence of the U.K. 
variant and high rates of infection, scientists face a new series of quickly evolving 
challenges. Includes interviews with Smruthi Karthikeyan, an environmental engineer; 
Kristian Andersen, infectious disease researcher at Scripps Research; Dr. Francis Collins, 
director of the National Institutes of Health; Dr. Ghady Haidar, infectious disease 
specialist at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center; Paul Duprex, a virologist at the 
University of Pittsburgh; and Dr. David Ho, an AIDS researcher and virologist at Columbia 
University Irving Medical Center. (C: Dr. Jon LaPook – P: Denise Schrier Cetta) 
“The Prosecutor” – a report about St. Louis prosecutor Kim Gardner. As an African 
American woman attempting to reform the police and reduce the large number of 
police shootings in the city, Gardner has faced enormous resistance from the police 
union and its allies. Includes interviews with Jeff Roorda, spokesperson for the St. Louis 
police union; Megan Green, who is on the city council; and Sergeant Robert Ogilvie, a 
former police officer. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Heather Abbott) 
“Best Band in the Land” – a profile of Ray Johnson, the director of the St. Augustine 
High School marching band in New Orleans. The popular group has persevered through 
numerous obstacles, including Hurricane Katrina and the current coronavirus pandemic, 
and Johnson's own experience performing with the band uniquely qualifies him to lead 
the group. Includes interviews with Dr. Kenneth St. Charles, president of St. Augustine 
High School; Dr. Brice Miller and his son Brice Miller, who were both members of the 
marching band; and Kabrel Johnson and Lawerence Honore, who are part of the 
marching band’s drumline. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Laura Dodd) 
UPDATE: “SolarWinds” (OAD: 02/14/21) 

  
03/21/21 “Prosecuting the Riot” – an interview with federal prosecutor Michael Sherwin. As the 

leader of the investigation into the assault on the Capitol in January, Sherwin has 
charged hundreds for their role in the insurrection. Sherwin provides details about the 
individuals and groups who took part in the assault. Includes an interview with Brent 
Mayr, a criminal defense attorney who represents one of the defendants. (See also: 
“January 6th”, OAD: 01/10/21; and “The Threat”, OAD: 01/17/21) (C: Scott Pelley – P: 
Pat Milton, Aaron Weisz) 
“Race in the Ranks” – a report on the difficulties faced by minorities in the U.S. military. 
Overseen by the first African American Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, the military is 
working to address the racial disparities minorities have long struggled with in all ranks 
of the military. Includes interviews with Lloyd Austin, a former U.S. Army four-star 
general who is the current secretary of defense; General C.Q. Brown, the first African 
American to head the Air Force; Senior Master Sergeant Sapphira Morgan, a member of 
the Air Force; Chief Master Sergeant Michael Holland, a member of the Air Force; 
retired Admiral Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs during the Bush and Obama 
administrations. (C: David Martin – P: Mary Walsh) 
 
 



“Back to School” – a report on efforts to understand how coronavirus spreads in 
schools, and how children can safely return back to classrooms. The school district of 
Marietta, Georgia is one of the first to work with the Centers for Disease Control to 
study the transmission of coronavirus in schools. Includes interviews with Grant Rivera, 
superintendent of Marietta City Schools; Sarah Pulley, Andy Cole, and Shonray Brooks, 
teachers; and Richard Rowe, a student. (C: John Dickerson – P: Andy Court) 
“Ender” – John Dickerson discusses the one year anniversary of the coronavirus 

 pandemic. 
 
03/28/21 “What Happened in Wuhan?” – a report on the World Health Organization's 

investigation into the origins of the coronavirus in Wuhan, China. Medical experts have 
been limited in their inquiry because of the Chinese government's efforts to withhold 
information. Includes interviews with Jamie Metzl, former NSC official in the Clinton 
administration and member of a WHO advisory committee on genetic engineering; 
Peter Daszak, a member of the WHO team and an expert on how viruses can move from 
animals to humans; and Matt Pottinger, former deputy national security advisor. (C: 
Lesley Stahl – P: Richard Bonin)  
“Dynamic Robots” – a report on Boston Dynamics, a robotics company that focuses on 
making robots with the capacity for life-like movement and mobility. The company 
continues to increase the capabilities of their robots and add additional functions, 
making possible an expanding range of jobs the robots can perform. Includes interviews 
with Marc Raibert, founder and chairman of Boston Dynamics; Robert Playter, CEO of 
Boston Dynamics; Hannah Rossi, a technician; Kevin Blankespoor, a lead engineer; and 
Bill Washburn, a roboticist specializing in car mechanics. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: 
Nichole Marks) 
“Kindred in the Bleachers” – a profile of sports writer Dave Kindred. After a decorated 
career reporting on major professional athletes, Kindred has turned his focus to 
women’s high school basketball and the Morton, Illinois Lady Potters. Includes 
interviews with Bob Becker, coach of the Lady Potters, Josie Becker, Jacey Wharram, 
and Courtney Jones, Lady Potter alums; and Katie Krupa, Caitlyn Cowley, Raquel Frakes, 
and Maggie Hobson, current Lady Potters. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Michael Karzis) 
UPDATE: “Outbreak Science” (OAD: 04/26/20) 

 
48 HOURS 
 
03/06/21 48 HOURS: “Fighting for Aniah” – a report of the disappearance of Aniah Blanchard, the 

stepdaughter of UFC fighter Walt Harris. On October 23rd, 2019, Aniah was making the 
short drive to her Auburn, AL home after dropping off her brother Elijah. Shortly after 
11pm, her roommate Sarah O’Brien texted her and became concerned when Aniah 
responded with uncharacteristic language, that she was “smoking a blunt”. The next 
morning, Sarah discovered Aniah had never returned home. She and Elijah began 
searching for Aniah’s car and learned Aniah did not show up for her nanny job that 
morning. Word quickly spread of Aniah’s disappearance. Two days later, police located 
Aniah’s car 55 miles away in Montgomery, AL, as well as security camera footage of her 
stopping at a gas station convenience store the night of her disappearance. They zeroed 
in on Ibraheem Yazeed as a suspect. Yazeed appeared on the security footage and a 
witness stated Yazeed forced Aniah into her car and drove off. He was found the next 
day hiding in the woods in Florida and arrested. In November police also arrested 



Antwain Fisher and charged him with kidnapping; he cooperated and the charges were 
eventually dropped. Fisher informed police he and Yazeed drove to a wooded area in 
Macon County, where Yazeed dragged what appeared to be a body into the woods and 
confessed to shooting that person. A search of the area eventually produced Aniah’s 
body – cause of death: a gunshot wound. In December 2019, Yazeed was charged with 
capital murder; the pandemic has slowed all of Yazeed’s criminal cases. After learning in 
court that Yazeed has other serious charges against him, Aniah’s mother Angela Harris 
began campaigning for Aniah's Law, a bill - which if enacted - allows judges to deny bond 
to serious violent offenders. On-screen text graphic: In 2020, DA Hughes was indicted 
on charges unrelated to the Blanchard case. Among the counts: perjury and ethics 
violations. He has pled not guilty to all the charges. Interviewed: Angela Harris, Aniah’s 
mother; Walt Harris, Aniah’s stepfather; Hannah Crocker, Aniah’s friend; Elijah 
Blanchard, Aniah’s brother; Sarah O’Brien, Aniah’s college roommate; Corrina Thomas, 
Aniah’s employer; Brandon Hughes, Lee County district attorney. (C: James Brown – P: 
Murray Weiss) 

 
03/13/21 48 HOURS: “Tracking the Murders of Israel Keyes” (9:12 - 10:12p) – a report on the 

capture and interrogation of a confessed serial killer and the search for more of his 
victims. On the evening of February 1st, 2012 in Anchorage, AK, Samantha Koenig went 
missing from her job at a roadside coffee stand. Security footage showed what 
appeared to be an individual with a gun leading her away. Three weeks later, her 
boyfriend would receive text messages, which led to law enforcement finding a picture 
of Samantha and a ransom demand attached to a bulletin board at a local park. 
Samantha’s father deposited some of the ransom money in her account. A masked man 
was caught on camera making a withdrawal with Samantha’s ATM card, but police were 
unable to reach him in time. Subsequent withdrawals would occur a week later in New 
Mexico and Arizona; on March 13th, a Texas state trooper would spot the car seen in 
ATM surveillance footage. A search of it would produce Samantha’s ID, ATM card, a gun 
and the disguise seen in the Anchorage ATM footage. The driver was Israel Keyes; he 
was arrested and extradited to Alaska. Keyes was willing to give law enforcement 
information on his crimes, but asked for the promise of the death penalty and certain 
“treats” - such as a cigar, candy or Starbucks coffee - over the course of the 
investigation. Keyes confessed to chaining Samantha up in his shed, sexually assaulting 
her and eventually killing her and dumping her body in a lake. Over seven months of 
interviews, U.S. attorneys would eventually get him to reveal his part in the deaths of 
Bill and Lorraine Currier of Vermont in 2011, a woman in Bend, OR in the late 1990s and 
an individual in Washington State in 2005 or 2006. He also revealed the existence of “kill 
caches” of guns and ammunition he buried around the country. Though he did not take 
responsibility, he is also suspected in the death of Deborah Feldman in upstate New 
York. Keyes committed suicide December 1st, 2012. Based on drawings of skulls found in 
his cell and his travels through the U.S. and Canada, FBI agents believe there are more 
victims yet to be discovered. On-screen text graphic: If you have information about the 
Israel Keyes case, call the FBI at 1-800-CALL-FBI. Interviewed: Michelle Tasker, 
Samantha’s friend; Jolene Goeden, FBI special agent; Katherine Nelson, FBI special 
agent; Frank Russo, Anchorage assistant U.S. attorney; Ted Halla, FBI special agent; 
Colleen Sanders, FBI special agent; John Smith, Keyes’ former associate; Dezarae Smith,  



 Keyes’ former associate; Sherri Odegaard, mother of possible Keyes victim; Eric Jonson, 
Keyes’ former coworker. (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Chris O’Connell, Anthony Venditti) 
(OAD: 05/09/20) 

 
03/13/21 48 HOURS: “The Eye Drop Homicide” (10:12 - 11:12p) – a report on two murders linked 

to a common chemical found in eye drops – one in South Carolina, the other 12 miles 
away in North Carolina. (1) On July 21st, 2018 in Lake Wylie, SC, Lana Clayton ran outside 
to get help for her husband Steve. Neighbor Terry Floyd entered the home and realized 
Steve was dead. According to Lana, Steve had been feeling ill for days and fell down the 
stairs due to vertigo. Steve’s nephews, Kris Phagan and Nick French, became suspicious 
of her story; Nick noted Lana, a nurse who worked in several different VA hospitals, did 
not perform CPR. Additionally, Lana quickly moved to have Steve cremated and insisted 
he left no will. Unbeknownst to Lana, Kris and Nick requested an autopsy from the local 
coroner; Steve’s toxicology report showed the presence of tetrahydrozoline, an 
ingredient in eye drops. At first, Lana told the coroner and law enforcement that Steve 
regularly put eye drops in his coffee to induce bowel movements. Lana soon changed 
her story and claimed Steve was verbally and physically abusive; she tried to use the eye 
drops to give him diarrhea, rather than kill him. After a failed suicide attempt, Lana was 
charged with murder on August 31st, 2018. Prosecutors believed she hoped to inherit all 
of Steve’s wealth by killing him. Lana plead guilty to tampering with food and drugs and 
voluntary manslaughter. On January 16th, 2020, she was sentenced to 25 years in prison. 
(2) About three weeks after Lana was arrested, Stacy Hunsucker died in nearby Mount 
Holly, NC from what appeared to be a heart attack. The state insurance fraud 
department began investigating her husband, Josh Hunsucker, after they received a 
complaint from Stacy’s mother, Suzie Robinson. Stacy was cremated, but because she 
was an organ donor a vial of her blood had been collected and stored. Toxicology tests 
revealed the presence of tetrahydrozoline. On December 19th, 2019, Josh was charged 
with murder. He remains free on bail. On-screen text graphic: Lana Clayton has not 
been awarded any money from Steve's estate. Josh Hunsucker has not yet entered a 
plea and awaits trial. Stacy's parents say they have complete faith in the judicial process. 
Interviewed: James Blackledge, passerby; Terry Floyd, friend and neighbor of Lana and 
Steve; Kristi O’Connor, reporter and anchor, WBTV, Charlotte, NC; Rosie Clayton-Leslie, 
Steve’s sister; Kris Phagan, Steve’s nephew; Nick French, Steve’s nephew; Sabrina Gast, 
coroner, York County, SC; Dr. Nan Saye, Clayton family veterinarian; Demi Garvin, 
forensic toxicologist; Kevin Brackett, acting York and Union County prosecutor; Iliana 
Ivanova, Steve’s ex-girlfriend; Mike Causey, commissioner, North Carolina Department 
of Insurance; Kailyn MacDonald, Stacy’s babysitter. (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Asena Basak) 

 
03/20/21 PREEMPTION 
 
03/27/21 48 HOURS: "The Kidnapping of Jonelle Matthews" – a report on the cold case of a 

missing Colorado girl and the Idaho gubernatorial candidate linked to her 
disappearance. On the evening of December 20th, 1984, twelve-year-old Jonelle 
Matthews was dropped off at her Greeley home by friends. When her father, Jim 
Matthews, returned home less than two hours later, Jonelle was nowhere to be found. 
Police were unable to find any physical evidence related to Jonelle’s disappearance, 
except for footprints left in the snow which appeared to have been raked over, in an 
attempt to cover them up. Despite prominent attention, including a mention from 



President Ronald Reagan, the case went cold. On July 23rd, 2019, a crew digging a 
pipeline in a remote area southeast of Greeley uncovered human remains with a 
gunshot wound to the head; the coroner confirmed it was Jonelle. In September 2019, 
police in Twin Falls, ID searched the home of Steve Pankey, a serial candidate for 
governor and sheriff in Idaho. A former Greeley resident, Pankey was known to Greeley 
police, due to a prior arrest and other multiple allegations. Over the years, Pankey has 
intentionally inserted himself into the investigation of Jonelle’s disappearance – he even 
contacted the FBI in Fort Collins, CO one month after she went missing and mentioned 
her in a 1999 Idaho Supreme Court case. On October 12th, 2020 Pankey was arrested for 
kidnapping and first-degree murder. Details in his indictment included Pankey’s mention 
of raked footprints, a fact never publicized by the police. However, Pankey’s defense 
attorney, Anthony Viorst, claimed Pankey received that information directly from law 
enforcement and stated Pankey is merely obsessed with true crime. On-screen text 
graphic: Steven Pankey's trial is scheduled to begin on July 12, 2021. Interviewed: Darla 
Jentzsch, Jonelle’s friend; Deanna Ross, Jonelle’s friend; Jim and Gloria Matthews, 
Jonelle’s father and mother; Jennifer Mogensen, Jonelle’s sister; John Gates, current 
Greeley, CO mayor & former Greeley police officer; Kelly Werthmann, reporter and 
anchor, KCNC, Denver, CO; Anthony Viorst, Steve Pankey’s defense attorney; Kevin 
Schneider, former guardian of Steve Pankey’s son in Idaho; Ryan Horsley, political 
consultant and Steve Pankey’s fellow church member in Idaho. (C: Richard Schlesinger – 
P: Judy Rybak) 

 
* * * * * 

 
 
 
 
 
 


