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Programs 
 
News:  
 
National news updates once per hour 6:00 am – 6:00pm Monday through Friday. Sixty seconds in duration. 
 
Local, NC, & VA Regional news updates at 6:00am, 7:00am, 7:30am, 8:00am, 12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
Monday through Friday. Duration of 6-7 minutes. 
 
Weather:  

 
Updates 2 times per hour, Monday through Friday, 6:00 am – 6:00pm. One minute in duration. 
 
 
Quarterly Issues 
 
WSYD has determined that the following issues are important to the Mount Airy, Surry County, North 
Carolina community: Topics relating to  

 
 Live on-air interview with Thomas Harless, on April 4, 2018 member of the Surry 

Community College Paralegal Club. Length of the interview was 8.52. Staff 

announcer Tim Frye conducted the interview. 

 

The interview with Mr. Harless included a discussion of the purpose and mission of The 

Children’s Center and the abused and neglected young people it serves in Surry County. 

In a gesture of community outreach, the SCC Paralegal Club is actively selling raffle 

tickets for a variety of prizes with a total value of more than $2000.00. Proceeds from the 

raffle will be donated to The Children’s Center. Mr. Harless also talked about the 

Paralegal Club and its other efforts to assist and support local non-profit agencies.  

 

 

 

 Live on-air interview with Robin Testerman, on April 6, 2018 Executive Director 

of The Children’s Center of Surry County. Length of the interview was 

approximately 15 minutes. Staff Announcer Brack Llewellyn conducted the 

interview. 

 

The interview focused on several topics: the founding and structure of The Children’s 

Center; the need for a safe haven for abused and neglected children in Surry County, 

statistics on child abuse and neglect in the county; services provided by the center; the 

many partnerships the center has with local schools, agencies and businesses; special 

events and fundraisers either underway or in the planning stages; and contact 

information for those wishing to contribute to the center’s work. 

 



 Live on-air interview on April 19, 2018 with four students from Mount Airy High 

School who were part of a delegation of students and educators who visited 

Beijing, China in March 2018. The interview lasted 7 minutes and was conducted 

by Staff Announcer Brack Llewellyn. 

 

After introductions, the students related their experiences about their week-long visit to 

China. They commented on the culture, the history and the people. All four talked about 

their impressions as students, as teens and as U.S. citizens.  

 

 

 Live on-air interview with Pam Padgett, organizer for the Surry County Autism 

Walk on April 17, 2018. The interview lasted 15 minutes and was conducted by 

Staff Announcer Brack Llewellyn. 

 

The interview included the history and organization of the annual walk, its facilitators, 

major sponsors and the volunteers involved. Ms. Padgett also updated the listeners on 

the time, date and route for the 2.5 mile walk and how they can participate and 

contribute. She also spoke about the phenomenon of Autism, its many forms, the 

prevalence of Autism in North Carolina and the current research nationwide. 

 

 Live on-air interview with Janet Philips, on April 19, 2018, representative of the 

Yadkin Valley Economic Development District Incorporated, a multi-county, 

non-profit community service organization. The interview was 7 minutes long and 

was conducted by Staff Announcer Brack Llewellyn. 

 

 

Ms. Philips explained YVEDDI’s numerous programs and agencies, including low-cost 

or free transportation, Headstart (preschools), Senior Centers, Meals on Wheels, 

congregate meal sites for seniors, job readiness assistance, home weatherization, and 

domestic violence services. She also explained YVEDDI’s April 21 fundraiser (a classic 

car show), intended to raise money to help fund the various agencies.  

 

 

 On-air interview with Bristol Mitchem, on April 25, 2018 Manager of the Jones 

Family Resource Center, a re-purposed school that houses a number of non-profit 

service agencies for underserved populations. The interview lasted 12 minutes 

and was conducted by Staff Announcer Brack Llewellyn. 

 

 

Ms. Mitchem passed along information about the event (time, date, cost, concessions, 

parking, etc.) and spoke about the important of this fundraiser to the general operations 

of the Family Resource Center. She also talked about the various service agencies that 

are housed at the FRC, including a senior center, Headstart (preschool) classrooms and 

offices, a faith-based clothe closet, a medical equipment lending group, job readiness 

programs, and educational opportunities through the local community college.  

 



 Live on-air interview with Celena Watson, on April 25, 2018 Director of School 

Nutrition for the Mount Airy City Schools. The interview was 15 minutes long 

and was conducted by Staff Announcer Brack Llewellyn. 

 

Ms. Watson described and explained her duties as Director and how the School Nutrition 

Program serves more than 1000 meals each day. She also addressed the problem of food 

insecurity in our county (especially among children), and how some 60% of the local 

students receive free or reduced cost meals, plus afternoon snacks.  The interview also 

explained the schools’ Summer Nutrition Program, which offers free meals to more than 

700 children at various non-profit sites throughout the municipal limits. 

 

 

 Follow-up on-air interview with Paul Denny, on May 4, 2018 a local runner who 

participated in the 2018 Boston Marathon. The interview was 15 minutes long and 

was conducted by Staff Announcer Brack Llewellyn. 

 

Mr. Denny related his experience with the Boston Marathon, from his arrival in Boston, 

through race day and the following days, his celebrations with other participants and the 

local team of runners that accompanied him. 

 

 

 

On June 27 & 28, 2018 WSYD broadcast a local news feature addressing 
Potential Long Term Employment opportunities to help offset the rising 
unemployment rate in Surry County. Retired Mount Airy News Reporter 
Steve Welker discussed that Healthcare is on the verge of overtaking 
manufacturing as the second-largest employer in Surry County. Citing the NC 
Commerce Department Statistics, healthcare employment growth was up 30 
percent from 2014 to the present. Healthcare employers in Surry County 
have a demand for qualified workers. Local school systems have added HOSA 
(future health professionals) classes and activities for middle and high 
schoolers to help them better prepare for training in healthcare fields. These 
news features were aired at 6am, 7am, 8am, 12 Noon, and %:30pm both days 
by News Director Mark Brown. 


