
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

2nd Quarter 2021  (for programming aired April 1 through June 30, 2021)

This quarterly issues/programs list is a list of a non-entertainment programming which, in the
opinion of the management of the station, represents the most significant treatment by the station
of certain issues believed to be of community concern.

The list is not intended to be a comprehensive list of all of the station’s non-entertainment
programming. Nor is it designed to list every program broadcast by the station that is responsive
to the selected issues. Included are only those programs in which the station devoted significant
time or depth to these various issues. All of the below were produced by WORT.

ISSUES OF COMMUNITY CONCERN:
● FOOD & AGRICULTURE
● ENVIRONMENT
● HEALTH
● EDUCATION
● POLICING
● SOCIAL ISSUES
● HOUSING
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ISSUE: FOOD & AGRICULTURE
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Reinventing food banks. Katie Martin is the author
of Reinventing Food Banks and Panties. She argues
that the key to solving the problem of food
insecurity is addressing its root causes.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

April 5, 2021
at 12:06pm.

52 minutes,
36 seconds.

City pushes to shut down community fridge. The city
of Madison is pushing to shut down a grassroots
community fridge, citing zoning policy violations.
The fridge offers free food to food secure
individuals.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

April 8, 2021
at 6:15pm.

3 minutes,
41 seconds.

Animal, vegetable, junk: A history of food with Mark
Bittman. Mark Bittman is an author, and former
food journalist, columnist, opinion columnist, and
the lead magazine food writer at the New York
Times. We spoke to him about the intersection of
agriculture, food, public health and environmental
crisis.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

May 3, 2021 at
12:06pm.

53 minutes,
48 seconds.

A roadmap to a sustainable food system. Amanda
Starbuck is a contributor to Food & Water Watch.
She’s the author of a new report on increasing
corporate control of our food systems, which also
outlines solutions to problems facing small farmers’
sustainability challenges.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

May 19, 2021
at 8am.

19 minutes,
42 seconds.

As drought conditions continue, farmers in southern
Wisconsin face an uncertain financial future.
Southern Wisconsin is pushing through an
unseasonably dry summer. The arid, hot days could
spell trouble for the region’s farmers. We talk with
an agronomy professor at UW-Madison.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview.

June 10, 2021
at 6:20pm.

8 minutes,
41 seconds.

Fighting the fast food approach. We check in on
Madison-area farms and community gardens with
Liv Froehlich, Program Manager from FairShare
CSA Coalition that connects consumers to farmers.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

June 22, 2021
at 8:40am.

16 minutes,
46 seconds.
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ISSUE: ENVIRONMENT
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Madison ends plastic bag recycling. The City of
Madison is stopping the recycling of plastic bags,
which has always been somewhat problematic for
the city. According to a spokesperson, there’s no
longer a market for the plastic bags residents
consume and throw away.

6pm local news.

News story.

April 6th, 2021
at 6:10pm.

3 minutes.

Madison Water Utility recommends measures to
address PFAS contamination at Well 15. The city has
released a tentative plan to mitigate PFAS
contamination at one of its wells, which has been
shut down for two years due to concerns over
contamination.

6pm local news.

News story.

April 13, 2021
at 6:10pm.

4 minutes,
10 seconds.

How big oil lied about plastic recycling. The city of
Madison announced that it will no longer be
recycling plastic bags now that it doesn’t have a
buyer for them. This got us thinking: What happens
to recycled plastic anyway? Where does it go? We
speak with investigative journalist Laura Sullivan,
who has been reporting on this topic for NPR.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

April 13, 2021
at 12:06 pm.

52 minutes,
28 seconds.

On Earth Day, a pledge to plant more trees. Earth Day
was founded more than five decades ago, by former
Wisconsin Governor and Senator Gaylord Nelson.
This year, the governor pledged to plant 75 million
new trees over the next decade. For more on the
state’s tree-planting initiatives, we spoke with the
director of the Applied Forestry Bureau Director at
the Wisconsin DNR.

6pm local news.

News interview.

April 22, 2021
at 6:20pm.

7 minutes,
29 seconds.

Wisconsin’s old growth forests. What are old-growth
forests? And how did European settlement of
Wisconsin change our landscape -- and what
remains of our ancient forests? We speak with
naturalist John Bates.

Perpetual Notion
Machine,
half-hour science
news and talk
show.

Interview.

May 6, 2021 at
7:00pm.

31 minutes.

Budgeting the value of nature. Linda Bilmes is senior
lecturer in public policy and public finance at
Harvard. She joins us to talk about the concept of
environmental externalities - and attempting to put
prices or values on ineffable things in nature.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

May 17, 2021
at 8:15am.

18 minutes,
32 seconds.

Operation wolf patrol and Wisconsin’s controversial
wolf hunt. Wisconsin’s wolf hunt earlier this year

A Public Affair,
listener call-in

May 31, 2021
at 12:06pm.

53 minutes,
31 seconds.
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drew national criticism. We speak with Joe Brown,
director of the documentary film Operation Wolf
Patrol, which follows the story of eco-activist Rod
Coronado and his efforts to end wolf  hunting in the
US.

talk show.

Interview.

Wisconsin climate and energy broadcast: elevate
energy. Abigail Corso is  Chief Strategy Officer for
Elevate Energy, a nonprofit working to get heat,
power, and water into homes. She tells us how to
center equity in the climate and energy
conversation.

Perpetual Notion
Machine,
half-hour science
news and talk
show.

Interview.

June 17, 2021
at 7pm.

28 minutes.

State “Pollinator Protection Package” would target
harmful pesticides. Two Wisconsin lawmakers are
proposing three bills to help Wisconsin’s pollinators
- particularly, by more tightly regulating harmful
insecticides known as neonicotinoids.

6pm local news.

News story.

June 24, 2021
at 6:10pm.

3 minutes,
51 seconds.

ISSUE: HEALTH
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

State & local health departments pause rollout of
Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Public health agencies
are pausing distribution of the vaccine after
concerns over blood clots and guidance from
federal agencies. We speak with a local
immunization coordinator.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview

April 13, 2021
at 6:22pm.

Six minutes,
seven
seconds.

Ethical global COVID-19 vaccine distribution.
Roughly 12 percent of the world’s population has
been vaccinated - but the vaccination rate in wealth
nations is much higher than in poorer countries.
Some countries have yet to administer a single
dose. Dalindyebo Shabalala is a professor of law at
Dayton University, and joins us to talk about the
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

April 19, 2021
at 8am.

16 minutes,
16 seconds.

Pfizer vaccine opens up for teens and tweens. The
CDC just approved the Pfizer vaccine for children
aged 12-15. State and local health officials are
poised to reach an unvaccinated demographic.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

May 12, 2021
at 6:10pm.

Two minutes,
24 seconds.

Supporting Black men’s health and wellness. Aaron
Perry  is founder of the Men’s Health and Education
Center. He and Dr. Alvin Thomas, an assistant
professor and clinical psychologist in human

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

May 12, 2021
at 12:06pm.

53 minutes,
nine
seconds.
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development and family studies, spend the hour
talking Black men’s physical and mental health.

Interview.

Pregnancy and parenting during a pandemic. Social
work professor Tova Walsh interviewed dozens of
mothers who gave birth early in the pandemic. She
had a baby in March 2020, just as Wisconsin’s
stay-at-home orders went into effect. Dr. Walsh
spends the hour talking pregnancy, mental health,
and family life during the pandemic.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

May 19, 2021
at 12:06pm.

52 minutes,
54 seconds.

Dane County drops public health orders. Across the
state, local public health agencies are dropping
their public health orders and mask mandates,
including Dane County. We speak Ajay Sethi, a
professor of population health sciences at
UW-Madison.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview.

June 2, 2021 at
6:20 pm.

9 minutes.

The Tick app. It’s tick season. A new tool is gathering
data on tick bites to study the Lyme disease. We
talk about tick identification, how to avoid being
bitten by a tick, and how Lyme disease is
transmitted to humans.

Perpetual Notion
Machine,
half-hour science
news and talk
show.

Interview.

June 3, 2021 at
7:00pm.

29 minutes.

Get the lead out: Stoughton’s lead pipeline removal is
under way. The city of Stoughton is a month and a
half into replacing all of its lead pipelines.
Stoughton Utilities Director Jill Weiss says the city
is set to finish up with the project this fall - under
budget, and a bit ahead of schedule.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

June 23, 2021
at 6:10pm.

2 minutes,
28 seconds.

ISSUE: EDUCATION
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

In conversation with principal Devon LaRosa. Devon
LaRosa is the principal at Robert M. La Follette High
School. He joins us to talk about his educational
philosophy.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

April 20, 2021
at 8:15am.

25 minutes,
39 seconds.

Madison West High School faces pushback over
“affinity spaces.” A legal firm is challenging a high
school’s use of “affinity spaces” concerning police
brutality and the recent conviction of Derek
Chauvin. The two separate spaces were separated

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

April 27, 2021
at 6:10pm.

4 minutes, 9
seconds.

5



by race - one labeled for parents of color, and one
labeled for white parents.

The benefits of universal 4K. After receiving funding
to do so last fall, Madison schools will begin offering
full-day 4K programming for certain schools. We
talk about the possibility of universal 4K with the
Director of the Center for Research on Early
Childhood Education and the vice president of the
MMSD Board of Education.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

May 11, 2021
at 12:06pm.

52 minutes,
29 seconds.

Carolyn Stanford Taylor reflects on years of service in
education. We spend the hour with state
Superintendent Taylor, reflecting on her forty-one
year career in education, and what’s next for public
education in Wisconsin.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

May 26, 2021
at 12:06ppm.

52 minutes,
21 seconds.

Unpacking Wisconsin’s school funding formula. In
recent years, local funding referenda for schools
have surged. Investigative journalism outlet
Wisconsin Watch estimates about 70% have held a
referendum since 2016. We speak with a reporter
about the failures, and potential remedies, for
Wisconsin’s school funding formula.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview.

June 15, 2021
at 6:20pm.

9 minutes, 5
seconds.

Supporting LGBTQ+ youth. For four years, Tyrone
Creech Jr. has been an adult mentor for GSAFE, a
nonprofit organization that works with LGBTQ+
youth in schools across the state. We speak with
him about his leadership philosophy and supporting
queer youth.

Queery, weekly
LGBTQ+ talk
show.

June 23, 2021
at 7pm.

28 minutes

ISSUE: POLICING
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Debunking myths about mass incarceration. The
United States has the largest population behind
bars and the highest incarceration rate of any
country. Journalist Victoria Law joins us to talk
about the realities of mass incarceration, including
its intersection with gender and trans individuals.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

April 2, 2021
at 12:06pm.

54 minutes.

Dane County leaders weigh disavowing no-knock
warrants. Dane County leaders are weighing a
resolution to disavow the use of no-knock warrants
by the Dane County Sheriff’s office. The county
board can request the end of the practice, but can’t
demand it.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

April 14, 2021
at 6:15pm.

3 minutes,
45 seconds.
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Getting people the help they need: alternative model
for mental health responses. Last year, the city
council created a task force to pursue alternative
models to police response to mental health calls. A
pilot program, based on the CAHOOTs model in
Eugene Oregon, is set to start this summer.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

April 13, 2021
at 8:10am.

18 minutes,
50 seconds.

Council votes to move parking enforcement away
from the Madison Police Department. The council has
voted to shift the responsibility for parking
enforcement from the local police department to
the city’s parking division, though critics say that
there’s not enough information for the provision.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

April 21, 2021
at 6pm.

2 minutes, 9
seconds.

An alternative to policing. Over the past year, cities
across the nation have seen increased interest in
exploring alternatives to policing. We hear from a
city alder about her work launching Madison’s own
mental health first responder program. Then, we
speak with an EMT with a model program in
Oregon.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

April 27, 2021
at 12:06pm.

53 minutes,
31 seconds.

Incoming Dane County Sheriff Kalvin Barrett
discusses his new role. Kalvin Barrett was just
officially sworn into office as Dane County Sheriff.
We speak to him about his perspectives and major
policy items.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview.

May 11, 2021
at 6:10pm.

8 minutes, 3
seconds.

Assembly committee holds hearing on police reform
bills. A legislative committee is considering nine
bills that would reform policing in Wisconsin. The
proposals are the product of months of
consideration by a task force on racial disparities
and police reform.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

May 27, 2021
at 6:15pm.

4 minutes,
11 seconds.

Madison’s crisis response team pushes forward. For
nearly a year, local leaders have been collaborating
a crisis response team - a project to send trained
mental health emergency response teams to some
9-1-1 emergency calls. We speak with Deputy
Mayor Reuben Sanon to get an update on the
project.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview.

June 15, 2021
at 6:20pm.

8 minutes,
51 seconds.

City lands on final independent police monitor job
description. Alders have approved the job
description for Madison’s first independent police
monitor. Along with a civilian oversight board, it’s a
top-level reform recommended after years of
reports and deliberation over increasing
transparency and accountability with the Madison
Police Department.

6pm local
evening news

News interview

June 16, 2021
at 6:10pm.

1 minute, 52
seconds.
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ISSUE: SOCIAL ISSUES
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

The case for canceling student loan debt. More than
44 million Americans owe student loan debt. We
dig into the roots of the student loan debt crisis and
why it matters with sociologist Lousie Seamster.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

April 16, 2021
at 12:06pm.

54 minutes.

“Dream Bus” brings the library to the people. Called
by many names, bookmobiles or book wagons have
tried to expand the reach of public libraries into
communities. The Dane County Library Service, the
Madison Public Library, and their foundation’s
version of the bookmobile is called “The Dream
Bus.” We speak with Tracy Herold, Director of the
Dane County Library Service, for more.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

April 26, 2021
at 8:30am.

9 minutes,
19 seconds.

Protecting youth from sexual violence. Prenicia
Clifton is a youth advocate, and current Youth
Protection and Compliance Administrator at the
UW-System. She joins us to talk about the
intersections of violence, race, and gender; Title IX
and campus sexual assault; and protecting minors
through education.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

May 5, 2021 at
12:06pm.

52 minutes,
43 seconds.

Legislation would bar transgender students from
sports. Lawmakers heard public input on legislation
aimed at barring transgender students from
participating in women’s sports. Opponents of the
bills say they’re transphobic.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

May 26, 2021
at 6:10pm.

7 minutes,
10 seconds.

A vision of a Black cultural hub in Madison. Dr. Alex
Gee is Director of the Nehemiah Center for Urban
Development - and he has a vision for The Center
for Black Excellence and Culture in south Madison.
His fundraising goal of $25 million is moving
forward, with the help of many.

6pm local
evening news.

Interview.

May 26, 2021
at 8am.

22 minutes,
47 seconds.

Students rally for LGBT+ youth. Madison schools
faculty, students and administrators rallied today to
support LGBTQ+ students, as transgender youth
find themselves targeted by a wave of anti-trans
bills across the country.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

May 27, 2021
at 6:10 pm.

3 minutes,
28 seconds.

Indian nations of Wisconsin: histories of endurance
and renewal. We speak with journalist, educator
and author Patty Loew, formerly of Madison, about
her comprehensive and accessible account showing
the changes over time in the location and
population of Indigenous Nations.

Madison Book
Beat, hour-long
literary talk
show.

Interview.

May 31, 2021
at 1:06pm.

53 minutes.
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Digital misogynoir. Dr. Moya Bailey first coined the
term misogynoir in her dissertation as a way of
thinking about the intersection of sexism and
racism, and especially how anti-Black misogyny
functions in visual culture and digital spaces. She
never expected the term to go viral, but now it’s
making way into mainstream pop culture.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

June 2, 2021 at
12:06pm.

52 minutes,
44 seconds.

Reckoning with slavery in America. Slavery is not
deep in the past as some may think, argues Clint
Smith, author of the new book How the Word is
Passed. He joins us to talk about his work
documenting the history of slavery and its echoes in
present-day America.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

June 9, 2021 at
12:06pm.

52 minutes,
38 seconds.

Facing our hard history of “residential schools.” We
speak with survivors of residential schools that
allowed clergy to abuse Indigenous children. We
also speak with the National Native American
Boarding School Healing Coalition to talk about
pursuing truth and healing Indigenous survivors of
historical trauma.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

June 29, 2021
at 8am

41 minutes,
20 seconds.

ISSUE: HOUSING
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

New plan aims to address Madison’s housing crisis
The Mayor has announced “Housing Forward,” a
sweeping framework that seeks to address short
and long-term housing issues. The plan is intended
to be a unification of many housing reports and
recommendations over the past years.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

April 14th,
2021 at
6:10pm.

2 minutes,
21 seconds.

Madison, 1962 - The UW suppresses a film. In the
1960s, local NAACP president Lloyd Barbee
wanted to expose housing discrimination in the
Madison rental market. His film captured over a
dozen incidents of landlords telling Black
apartment seekers that units were no longer
available when they were. The film was suppressed
by UW-Madison, and had not been publicly shown
until this year. We get into the details.

6pm local
evening news.

News features

April 14th,
2021 at
6:50pm.

8 minutes,
38 seconds.

Council approves new tiny home village for Madison’s
houseless population. The council approved the
city’s second tiny house village. When finished, it
will house about two dozen unhoused people on
Madison’s north side.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

May 5, 2021 at
6:10pm.

2 minutes,
25 seconds.
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Reindahl in limbo. Since last May, the city of
Madison has permitted temporary encampments of
unhoused residents, in an effort to alleviate strain
on shelter services. Now, city leaders are weighing
the future of one of two “temporary encampments”
- that may end in eviction. We speak to some of the
residents at Reindahl Park.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

May 19, 2021
at 6:10pm.

6 minutes, 7
seconds.

Solace Friends works to aid terminally ill underserved
residents. We speak with a local nonprofit providing
housing and aid for terminally ill Dane County
residents. Specifically, the organization offers help
for the underserved, particularly those who are
unhoused. We speak with Solace’s founder and
board president.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview.

June 23, 2021
at 6:20pm.

11 minutes,
35 seconds.

Biden extending eviction moratorium. The CDC has
extended a moratorium on evictions and
foreclosures, giving states more time to distribute
billions of dollars of rental assistance money. But is
one month enough time to distribute the money, or
should we expect another homelessness crisis? We
speak with UW-Madison law school professor
Mitch, director of the Neighborhood Law Clinic.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

June 28, 2021
at 8am.

20 minutes,
24 seconds.
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