
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

1st Quarter 2021  (for programming aired January 1 through March 31, 2021)

This quarterly issues/programs list is a list of a non-entertainment programming which, in the
opinion of the management of the station, represents the most significant treatment by the station
of certain issues believed to be of community concern.

The list is not intended to be a comprehensive list of all of the station’s non-entertainment
programming. Nor is it designed to list every program broadcast by the station that is responsive
to the selected issues. Included are only those programs in which the station devoted significant
time or depth to these various issues. All of the below were produced by WORT.

ISSUE: ENVIRONMENT
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

The ecology of road salt. Winter is in full swing, and
roads, salts, and sidewalks are getting a heavy dose
of road salt. But as limnologist Hillary Dugan
explains, much of that salt ends up in our
waterways.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

January 25th,
2021 @ 8am.

11 minutes

Evers announces legal actions against PFAS polluters
State agencies, guided by Governor Evers, are
taking the first steps towards legal action against
PFAS polluters,

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

January 25,
2021 at
6:18pm.

3 minutes,
52 seconds.

DNR approves new policies for sulfide mining. The
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has
bulked up sulfide mining regulations, restricting
mining from places like wildlife refuges. Our guest
Allison Werner, policy analyst at the  River Alliance
of Wisconsin, says the policies don’t go far enough.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

January 28,
2021 at
6:20pm

7 minutes,
32 seconds

The new climate war. According to Michael E. Mann,
author and professor of atmospheric science and

A Public Affair,
listener call-in

February 5,
2021 at

53 minutes,
42 seconds



director of the Earth System Science Center at
Penn State University, the tactics  of climate change
denial are  shifting — from outright denial to delay
and doom  tactics.

talk show.

Interview.

12:06pm.

Wisconsin to hold wolf hunts this month after court
order. After lots of legal wrangling, business
interests won out over conservationists, Indigenous
interests, and even the state Department of
Natural Resources. Now, Wisconsin must hold a
wolf hunt this month, a month after being removed
from the endangered species  list. We speak with
Laura Smythe, a staff attorney with the Humane
Society of the United States.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview.

February 11,
2021 at
6:20pm.

7 minutes,
13 seconds.

Rooted: a merger of community gardening in
Wisconsin. With a merger of staff and resources a
year ago from Community GroundWorks and the
Center for Resilient Cities, Rooted works on
collaborations rooted in food, land and learning.
Director of the Badger Rock Neighborhood
Community Center — just one of the Rooted
programs — Hedi Rudd talks about the many
activities of this group, from managing Madison
community gardens to youth activities on growing
and cooking locally grown food to a sprout business
and more.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

February 17,
2021 at 8am.

19 minutes,
14 seconds.

Wisconsin wolf hunt based on faulty science. After
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service delisted the gray
wolf as an endangered species in January and a
Jefferson County judge ordered the Wisconsin
DNR to begin a hastily organized wolf hunt,
Wisconsin hunters will have a chance to scratch
that trigger-itch once again.  Is hunting nature’s top
predator essential to the health of the deer
population, or is it just another trophy to hang on
the wall?  We speak with  Adrian Treves , founder of
the University of Wisconsin Carnivore Coexistence
Laboratory.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

February 22,
2021 at 8am.

17 minutes
and 57
seconds.

Madison studies anaerobic digester to fight food
waste. The city of Madison has been working to
address food waste for a while now, but it’s still a
problem. Now, the city is researching the feasibility
of  an anaerobic digester facility.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

March 2, 2021
at 6:17 pm.

3 minutes,
49 seconds.

The sleeper population of spiny water flea in Lake
Mendota. When researchers dug into samples from
Lake Mendota and through old samples in the
UW-Madison Zoological Museum, they discovered
that the spiny water fleas had existed in the lake for

Perpetual Notion
Machine. Evening
science news
show.

March 4, 2021
at 7:01pm.

26 minutes,
21 seconds.



a decade before their sudden population increase.
So what caused a sudden population spike? We
speak with  Mike Spear, lead author of the
recently-published paper “The Invasion Ecology of
Sleeper Populations: Prevalence, Persistence, and
Abrupt Shifts,”

Interview.

Climate change is prolonging dead zones in Lake
Mendota. According to a new study published in the
scientific journal Hydrology and Earth System
Sciences, parts of Lake Mendota are suffocating in
an oxygen-deficient layer, and for longer periods
than they used to. We speak to a  researcher at
UW-Madison’s Center for Limnology who says
that’s exacerbated by climate change.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

March 17,
2021 at
6:15pm.

2 minutes, 3
seconds.

Dane County Executive Joe Parisi on local flood
mitigation efforts. Dane County is getting an
expensive dredge to help  remove sediment from
the Yahara chain of lakes. The purchase is just a part
of a  years-long effort to increase water flow and
reduce the risk of future flooding. We speak with
County Executive Joe Parisi about the plan.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview

March 23,
2021 at 6:20
pm.

7 minutes,
43 seconds.

ISSUE: HEALTH
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

How a prison in Wisconsin became the site of a
870-person COVID outbreak. In September, a
COVID-19 outbreak at the Kettle Moraine
Correctional Institution in Plymouth infected three
quarters of incarcerated individuals housed there.
We speak to Emily Hamer, a reporter with the
Wisconsin State Journal who uncovered the story.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview

January 5,
2021 at 6:20
pm.

Nine
minutes, 32
seconds.

Coronavirus Variants 101. Coronavirus variants are
not new, and scientists have been monitoring them
since the pandemic began. According to Dr. David
O’Connor, a professor of pathology and laboratory
medicine at the UW Medical Foundation, few
actually pose any increased risk.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview

January 12,
2021 at
6:20pm.

Eight
minutes, 51
seconds.

Your COVID vaccine questions answered. Dave
O’Connor is a professor of pathology and
laboratory medicine at the UW Medical
Foundation. He leads the O’Connor Lab, which
focuses on contributing to the global response to

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

February 8,
2021 at 12pm.

Fifty-four
minutes and
44 seconds.



viral infections impacting human health, including
COVID-19 and HIV. We have him back to answer
MORE of your questions about the COVID-19
vaccine.

The Momnibus Act of 2021 and Black women’s
health. Earlier this month, members  in the U.S.
House of Reps. announced the Black Maternal
Health Momnibus Act of 2021. What could this
federal legislation mean for Black mothers in
Wisconsin, which has the highest Black maternal
mortality rate in the country? We speak with Dr.
Tiffany Green, assistant professor in the
Department of Population Health Sciences and the
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology at
UW-Madison, Lisa Peyton-Caire is the founding
CEO and president of the Foundation for Black
Women’s Wellness.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

February 16,
2021 at 12pm.

53 minutes,
13 seconds.

Naloxone boxes installed in Madison to help fight
overdoses. The Wisconsin Narcan Direct Program is
helping to get naloxone, a drug that reverses some
opioid overdoses, into the hands of residents. Three
more distribution hubs are on the east side of
Madison.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

February 22,
2021 at
6:15pm.

3 minutes,
44 seconds.

Navigating the vaccine red tape. Even as more
residents are receiving their  COVID-19 vaccines,
some are still left in the lurch. Navigating the state’s
vaccine registration process and what qualifies
someone can be a dizzying process, so we break it
down.

6pm local
evening news.

News interview

March 25,
2021 at
6:18pm.

4 minutes,
53 seconds.

ISSUE: EDUCATION
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Madison and DeForest school districts swap
boundaries. The  Madison Metropolitan School
District (MMSD) and the Deforest Area School
District will swap of attendance boundaries,
shortening commute times for future students in
both districts.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

January 27,
2021 at
6:15pm.

2 minutes,
50 seconds.

Back to school: MMSD to switch back to in-person
learning. MMSD says it will return to back-to-school
instruction, using a phased approach, come March.

6pm local
evening news.

February 10,
2021 at
6:12pm.

3 minutes,
21 seconds.



News story

Racial disparities in science education. STEM fields
are commonly thought to be the hottest paths to
economic well being. But, some of the fastest
growing segments of the U.S. population —
non-White racial minorities — typically participate
in these fields at rates lower than their percentage
in the general population. We speak to Katie
Kirchglaser, professor at the UW-Madison School
of Curriculum and Instruction.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

February 15,
2021 at 8am.

14 minutes,
34 seconds.

The latest on Madison K-12 school reopening.
Madison Metropolitan School District recently
announced their phased reopening plan, slated to
start next week. But teachers in Wisconsin haven’t
received vaccines yet, resulting in mixed public
opinion about resuming in-person instruction after
nearly a year of virtual learning due to the
pandemic. We speak with School Board president
Gloria Reyes and local education reporter Scott
Girard.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

March 2, 2021
at 12:06pm.

52 minutes,
52 seconds.

Teachers respond to reopening of Madison public
schools. Some staff and community members are
urging the district School Board and
superintendent to reconsider their plan for
returning to in-person classes starting next week.
Teachers say they haven’t been able to get their
vaccines yet, and that they weren’t notified of
reopening plans before the public and parents were
notified.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

March 3, 2021
at 6:10pm.

8 minutes,
22 seconds.

Report identifies barriers to increasing teacher
diversity in Wisconsin. A new report from the
nonpartisan Wisconsin Policy Forum identifies
barriers stalling people of color from joining the
state’s teacher workforce.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

March 17,
2021 at
6:18pm.

3 minutes,
23 seconds.

Madison school board approves employee handbook
changes. The MMSD Board of Education changed
their employee handbook, switching how the
district reviews its teachers for personnel
decisions. The changes remove seniority as the sole
factor in determining which teachers get laid off
first—and not everyone is happy with the switch.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

March 23,
2021 at
6:12pm.

4 minutes,
47 seconds.

Meet candidates for state Superintendent of Public
Instruction. Deborah Kerr and Jill Underly are
competing to become Wisconsin State
Superintendent of Public Instruction. Get to know

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

March 23,
2021 at
12:06pm.

53 minutes,
49 seconds.



both candidates in this race with no incumbent. Two interviews..

ISSUE: POLICING/PUBLIC SAFETY
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

In 2020, Madison deployed chemical weapons in
record amounts. A special report from the WORT
News Department finds that the Madison Police
Department deployed more tear gas during Black
Lives Matter protests in late May and early June
than they did in the prior 16 years combined.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

January 14,
2021 at
6:10pm.

7 minutes,
54 seconds.

Madison committee releases report, recommending
body camera pilot program.
The Body-Worn Camera Feasibility Committee is
recommending a body-camera pilot program with a
long list of recommended procedures. The
committee, the third of its kind in the last decade to
study the implementation of body cameras in
Madison, said that the cameras alone will not fix
issues with the police department in Madison.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

January 28,
2021 at
6:10pm.

3 minutes,
54 seconds.

Village of Brooklyn eliminates police department,
contracts with Dane Sheriff. The  Village of Brooklyn
– located about twenty minutes south of Madison –
has  dissolved the village’s  small  police department
and contracted with the Dane County Sheriff’s
Office. But, the decision came with short notice and
notable opposition.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

February 2,
2021 at
6:11pm

5 minutes,
58 seconds

Meet Shon Barnes, Madison’s new Chief of Police.
Shon Barnes recently was sworn in as  the city’s
new chief of police. We speak with Barnes about his
policing philosophy and vision for the Madison
Police Department, including community and
neighborhood-oriented policing, SROs and police in
schools, Madison’s summer protests and the use of
force, the role of the criminal justice system in
non-violent crimes, restorative justice, and more.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

February 23,
2021 at
12:06pm.

53 minutes,
8 seconds.

Common council shelves report on tear gas without
taking action. After months of back-and-forth, the
Madison Common Council decides to shelve a
report recommending a ban on tear gas use by the
Madison Police Department.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

March 3, 2021
at 6:10pm.

2 minutes,
46 seconds.



Plans for new Crisis Response Team inch forward.
Madison’s Finance Committee unanimously
greenlit a pilot for a new Crisis Response Team,
marking one of the final steps for the initiative to
move forward.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

March 24,
2021 at
6:10pm.

3 minutes,
14 seconds.

ISSUE: SOCIAL ISSUES
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Extremism at the US Capitol and online. In the wake
of the January 6th insurrection, we discuss social
media’s role in creating environments for fringe
movements and the implications of de-platforming
extremists. We’re joined by professor Kurt
Braddock, author of the new book Weaponized
Words, and journalist Will Carless from USA Today,
who covers extremism and reported on the
insurrection from the ground.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

January 11,
2021 at
12:06pm.

53 minutes,
33 seconds.

Slavery to suffrage with Dr. Christy Clark-Pujara. We
speak with Dr. Christy Clark-Pujara, Associate
Professor of History in the Department of
Afro-American Studies at UW-Madison. She joins
us to talk about her current work, a new book
entitled “Slavery to Suffrage: Black on the
Wisconsin Frontier” that examines  slavery and
black settlement in Wisconsin.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

January 12,
2021 at
8:10am.

46 minutes,
49 seconds.

“They’re agitated and we seem to be the target:”
Trump protesters verbally assault Black Madisonian
A local business owner and Madison resident says
he was assaulted and threatened by a throng of
Trump supporters on Madison’s east side — on the
same afternoon of the insurrection at the US
Capitol.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

January 11,
2021 at 6pm.

3 minutes,
21 seconds.

The racial history of freedom. For much of Western
history, “freedom” has only meant “white freedom,”
argues historian Tyler Stovall, professor of history
and dean of the Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences at Fordham University. We talk to him
about his new book, White Freedom: The Racial
History of an Idea.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

January 28,
2021 at 12pm.

52 minutes,
58 seconds.

Hmong culture and language access. Brenda Yang is
a local educator and advocate for Asian American

A Public Affair,
listener call-in

February 10,
2021 at

52 minutes,
34 seconds.



culture and language access in Madison. She also
serves on the Hmong Education Council and works
part-time as a consultant for the City of Madison in
the Department of Civil Rights. We speak with her
about  language access as a civil right, the recent
surge in anti-Asian racism and violence, and why
Asian Americans provide a vital perspective in the
racial justice movement.

talk show.

Interview.

12:06pm.

Who helps vulnerable farm workers? The current
H-2A program in the U.S. is a mechanism where
growers are allowed to import laborers from
foreign countries to harvest crops. However,
according to a new report by our guest David
Bacon, these workers are often exploited by the
growers, who can set high production quotas, fire
workers for little cause, and blacklist them for
future work consideration.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

March 3, 2021
at 8:15am.

8 minutes,
12 seconds.

LGBTQ+ legislation and the fight for equality. Earlier
this month, trans rights activists gathered outside
the state capitol to protest the Protect Women in
Sports Act, which would ban transgender athletes
in K–12 sports. We discuss the llegislation along
with a bill prohibiting conversion therapy and the
fight for trans equity in Wisconsin with Megin
McDonell, executive director of Fair Wisconsin.

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

March 17,
2021 at
12:06pm.

53 minutes,
4 seconds.

Unpacking hate crimes against Asian American
women. The Dane County Board of Supervisors will
consider a resolution condemning hate crimes
against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

The vote comes as lawmakers across the country
are speaking out against hate crimes against Asian
Americans after a series of shootings yesterday in
Georgia left eight people — six of whom were Asian
— dead.

But do those resolutions and condemnations go far
enough? We speak with Dr. Cindy Cheng, Professor
of History and Asian American studies at
UW-Madison.

6pm local
evening news.

Interview

March 17,
2021 at
6:20pm

7 minutes,
40 seconds.

Food and farming updates with the Milkweed. Pete
Hardin is editor and publisher of The Milkweed,
which has been reporting on the dairy industry
since 1979. He joins us to talk about Tom Vilsack’s
second run as agriculture secretary, challenges
confronting Wisconsin dairy farmers, and other
challenges for farmers and Americans (finances,

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

March 29,
2021 at
12:06pm.

53 minutes,
22 seconds.



weather, environment, nutrition, and big ag, to
name a few).

ISSUE: HOUSING
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Local leaders announce $16 million in rental
assistance. Thanks to federal relief funds, the
county and city will partner with Dane County’s
Tenant Resource Center to distribute $16.2 million
to people needing help with their rent.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

January 12,
2021 at 6:15.

2 minutes,
51 seconds.

CDC eviction moratorium extended.
The federal eviction moratorium is important, but is
it enough?  What else is needed to make a dent in
the need for affordable housing, especially in
still-hot real estate markets like Madison? We
speak to housing attorney  Heidi Wegleitner is an
attorney with Legal Action Wisconsin, who also
represents a district on the Dane County Board of
Supervisors.

The 8 O’Clock
Buzz, morning
drivetime news
and talk show.

Interview.

February 1,
2021 at
8:15am.

11 minutes,
1 second.

City reduces limitations for housing cooperatives. The
Madison Common Council has agreed to decrease
the limitations on establishing housing
cooperatives, or co-ops, throughout the city,
meaning housing cooperatives will face significantly
less red tape.

6pm local
evening news.

News story

February 3,
2021 at
6:15pm.

2 minutes,
27 seconds.

Cardinal Call: Student tenants face crumbling
housing, unresponsive landlords. Each week we invite
the journalists at one of UW-Madison’s student
newspapers to talk about their recent stories. In
this edition, we hear about a big feature  on the
unsavory housing conditions that students face all
across the City of Madison.

6pm local
evening news.

Interview

February 23,
2021 at
6:45pm.

10 minutes,
8 seconds.

The housing crisis, before and after COVID-19. The
U.S. is in the midst of a housing crisis that the
pandemic has only intensified. We learn about  local
efforts to combat evictions and homelessness with
Robin Sereno from the Tenant Resource Center,
then turn to journalist Marisa Endicott for a

A Public Affair,
listener call-in
talk show.

Interview.

March 9, 2021
at 12:06pm.

52 minutes,
45 seconds.



national picture of the housing crisis — and possible
solutions.

Madison Common Council kicks can down road on
new homeless shelter. In a near-unanimous vote,
Madison’s common council punted a decision on a
new east side homeless shelter. Advocates say the
city is long overdue for a permanent shelter, but
opponents of the proposed location cite  a laundry
list of concerns — including impact on local
businesses, property values and its distance from
other homeless services.

6pm local
evening news.

News story.

March 31,
2021 at 6:15
pm.

6 minutes,
27 seconds.


