
Issues Programs List
Quarterly Issues Programs List

Stations: KGAB AM, KLEN-FM AND KIGN FM
April 1 - June 30, 2021

Section 1: Community Issues

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Taxes/Government Funding: Wyoming faces a budget shortfall that some economists have 
estimated in the $ 1 billion range for the 2021-2022 biennium. Education alone facing an estimated 
shortfall of $400 million or more.

B. Weather: In a state where weather can literally be a matter of life or death, weather is always a topic 
of interest

C. COVID-19: An on-going issue that relates both directly to public health, but which also has 
widespread political and economic implications.

D. Drug/Alcohol abuse: Wyoming continues to suffer from one of the highest drunk driving rates in the 
country, as well as a continuing methamphetamine epidemic and a growing opioid problem. These 
issues have a ripple effect on everything from crime to local and state budget issues.

E. Economy: An obvious concern both in terms of the economic well-being of state and local residents 
as well as paying for state and local government programs. Because of the critical importance of the 
energy industry to Wyoming’s economy, energy prices are one key component of this issue, 
although certainly not the only one

F. Politics/Government: Issues relating to local and state government as well as the relationship 
between those two entities. In a state capitol, where decisions made at both levels can have a 
widespread impact, this is important.

G. Wyoming Legislature 2021 Session: While much of the legislature’s work focused on issues 
related to Category A, lawmakers are also tackling other topics, like Medicaid expansion, disbursal of 
federal money related to the COVID-19 pandemic, and a host of other issues.

H. Crime: includes everything from street crimes to the gun control debate.

I. Racial Equality Issues: A national conversation on racial equality issues has grown out of the 
George Floyd killing in Minnesota in 2020 and similar events. 

Section 2: Programing

The below programming runs every Sunday morning at 6 a.m. on KIGN and KLEN FM 
and at 7 a.m. on KGAB AM

Date(s) 
Aired

Program 
Name Description of Issue Discussed Duration

April 4 Report to 
Wyoming

Economy, Education (Wyoming funds schools 
through energy industry tax revenues).
Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyoming. Interview focused 
on federal energy policies and their impact on 

15 mins



Wyoming. Focused on federal moratorium on oil and 
gas leases, which Barrasso called “catastrophic.” 

April 4 Report to 
Wyoming

Education, Taxes/Government funding.
State Superintendent Jillian Balow, Impact of 2021 
Legislature on education funding. The Wyoming 
House and Senate couldn’t agree on a school 
funding formula, meaning the old funding formula 
remains in place. Education funding in Wyoming 
faces and $800 million shortfall in coming years 
under that formula. She was not happy about this. 
Also discussed a number of other education-related 
bills in the legislature. 

14 mins

April 11 Report to 
Wyoming

Education, health care, taxes/government 
funding.  Rep. Landon Brown [R-Laramie County]. 
On 2021 legislative session, focusing on Medicaid 
expansion, education. For the first time ever, 
Medicaid expansion under the federal ‘’Affordable 
Care Act’ passed the Wyoming House, died in the 
Senate. Brown, who supports expansion, laid out the 
case for it to be brought back in the future. Also 
discussed a then-expected special session [which 
was later canceled], state government funding, 
education funding. 

15 
minutes

April 11 Report to 
Wyoming

Education, Wyoming Legislature. Rep. Chuck 
Gray [R-Natrona County] 2021 Legislative session. 
Gray blasted the legislature for “kicking the can down 
the road” on school funding by failing to come up 
with a new funding formula. Gray also discussed the 
passage of a voter ID bill which he sponsored, 
saying it would help prevent voting fraud in Wyoming 
elections. 

15 
minutes

Aprll 18 Report to 
Wyoming

COVID-19, Vaccines. Tim Ernst of Community 
Action of Laramie County on COVID-19 vaccination 
efforts, the impact of the pandemic on disadvantaged 
Laramie County residents. Talked about the 
importance of people getting vaccinated and how 
they could do that. 

10 
minutes

April 19 Report to 
Wyoming

Education, School Funding, Covid-19 Impacts.  
Incoming Laramie County School District 1 
Superintendent Dr. Margaret Crespo. On her vision 
for education, but also statewide challenges 
including school funding and what schools can learn 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. First in-depth media 
interview given by Dr. Crespo in Wyoming (she 
comes here from Colorado) 

19 
minutes

April 25 Report to 
Wyoming

Taxes/government, Wyoming politics. Economist 
and author Sven Larsen on impact of 2021 
Legislature, federal energy lease moratorium on 
Wyoming economy, state tax revenue stream. 

25 
minutes



Larsen takes a conservative/small government view 
of taxes and government in general. Larsen is also a 
political commentator, and commented on Liz 
Cheney’s prospects for re-election in 2022. His view 
is that she faces a difficult, but not impossible 
campaign. 

May 2 Report to 
Wyoming

Politics. Taxes/Government Funding. 
Congressional candidate Marissa Joy Selvig on 
relationship of federal government to Wyoming, Liz 
Cheney’s performance in congress. Selvig is one of 
several Republicans who has already announced 
plans to run against Cheney. Discussion included 
what separates her from Cheney as well as from 
other candidates such as Anthony Bouchard and 
Chuck Gray. 

23 
minutes

May 23 Report to 
Wyoming

COVID-19, Crime, Homelessness. Robin 
Bocanegra, Director Comea Homeless Shelter. 
Homeless problem in Cheyenne, whether homeless 
people in downtown area pose public safety threat 
(her answer was on property crimes yes, violent 
crimes no). Also impact of COVID-19 pandemic on 
homelessness. Segment was prompted by Mayor 
Patrick Collins saying a conversation was needed 
about homeless people in Cheyenne. 

25 
minutes

June 13 Report to 
Wyoming

Economy.  David Jenkins, Conservatives for 
Responsible Stewardship, on why the federal oil and 
gas lease moratorium is a good thing. Interview 
provide a balance to the prevailing political opinion in 
Wyoming on a subject of critic interest to state
Economy. His argument was that the current system 
is not really benefitting the state or tax payers in 
general. 

19 
minutes

June 20 Report to 
Wyoming

Crime, COVID19, Elder Population.  Mary Goodwin 
of Community Action of Laramie County. Elder 
abuse—what is it, why does it happen, how can it be 
prevented? Also impact of COVID pandemic on elder 
abuse, domestic violence in general. 

23 
minutes

June 27 Report to 
Wyoming

Economy, Public Safety. UW Professor Dr. 
Thomas Peter Martin on his safety concerns with a 
proposed Wyoming nuclear reactor. Martin’s 
argument was not with the concept of a nuclear 
reactor, but specific to a proposal by Rocky Mountain 
Power and Bill Gates on a reactor they want to build 
in Wyoming. 

29 
minutes


