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Quarterly Issues Programs List

Stations: KGAB AM, KLEN-FM AND KIGN FM
Jan. 1 -March 31, 2021

Section I:  Issues

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Taxes/Government Funding—Wyoming faces a budget shortfall that some economists have 
estimated in the $ 1 billion range for the 2021-2022 biennium. Education alone facing an estimated 
shortfall of $400 million or more.

B. COVID-19—An on-going issue that relates both directly to public health, but which also has 
widespread political and economic implications.

C. Economy---An obvious concern both in terms of the economic well-being of state and local residents 
as well as paying for state and local government programs. Because of the critical importance of the 
energy industry to Wyoming’s economy, energy prices are one key component of this issue, although 
certainly not the only one

D. Politics/Government—Issues relating to local and state government as well as the relationship 
between those two entities. In a state capitol, where decisions made at both levels can have a widespread 
impact, this is important.

E. Wyoming Legislature 2021 Session—While much of the legislature’s work has focused on issues 
related to Category A, lawmakers are also tackling other topics, like Medicaid expansion, disbursal of 
federal money related to the COVID-19 pandemic, and a host of other issues.

F. Crime—includes everything from street crimes to the gun control debate.

G. Racial Equality Issues—A national conversation on racial equality issues has grown out of the 
George Floyd killing in Minnesota in 2020 and similar events. 

Section II:  Responsive Programming

The below programs run every Sunday at 6 a.m. on KIGN and KLEN FM
and on Sunday at 7 am on KGAB AM

Date(s) 
Aired

Program 
Name Description of Issue Discussed Duration

Jan. 3 Report to 
Wyoming

Cheyenne City Councilman Richard Johnson and 
University of Wyoming Professor and attorney Kris 
Koski on racial restrictions in housing covenants in 
Cheyenne and across Wyoming. Racial Equality 
Issues, Wyoming Legislature.

22 mins.

Jan 10 Report to 
Wyoming

Rep. Liz Cheney [R-Wyo.] on Pres. Trump’s role in 
the Capitol riots, certification of Joe Biden as 
President. Cheney defended her vote to impeach 
then-President Trump, which is deeply controversial 
in a state that gave Trump roughly 70 percent of it’s 
votes in 2020. Politics/Government

11 mins.



Jan. 17 Report to 
Wyoming

State Rep. Dan Zwonitzer on upcoming legislative 
session, education funding, state budget. Perhaps 
his most noteworthy comment is that yet another 
court fight over school funding in Wyoming is all but 
certain. That’s very significant in a state which has 
seen ongoing legal battles over school funding 
dating back to at least 1980. Taxes/Govt. funding, 
Wyoming Legislature.

20 mins

Jan. 24 Report to 
Wyoming

Wyoming Superintendent of Schools Jillian Balow on 
school funding, legislative session. Preview of 
legislative session in regard to school funding, 
education in general. Also impact of COVID-19, 
what we can learn about education from the COVID-
pandemic and the resulting trend of “remote 
learning” versus traditional classroom education. 
Taxes/Government funding, Wyoming 
Legislature.

22 mins

Jan. 31 Report to 
Wyoming

Economist Sven Larsen, on impact of federal oil and 
gas lease ban on Wyoming economy.  Larsen said 
the impact is huge, which is hardly a controversial 
statement in Wyoming. However, he also discussed 
economic diversification and the threat to the 
economy (in his opinion) posed by increasing taxes. 
Economy, Taxes/Government funding.

24 mins.

Feb. 21 Report to 
Wyoming

Wyoming Governor Mark Gordon on state economy. 
How is the economy doing?  Where is it going, effect 
of COVID-19 on the state economy and on 
businesses. Economy

12 mins.

Feb, 28 Report to 
Wyoming

Wyoming Governor Mark Gordon on ‘’The State of 
the State” heading into the 2021 session of the 
Wyoming Legislature. How Wyoming is coping with 
a federal moratorium on oil and gas leasing, general 
overview of issues facing the Wyoming legislature, 
including ongoing funding challenges for state 
government. Taxes/Government funding, COVID-
19, Wyoming Legislature, economy

29 mins

March 
14

Report to 
Wyoming

Dennis Shepard, father of Matthew Shepard, on 
Hate Crimes Bill pending in Wyoming Legislature.  
Argued that Wyoming needs such a bill to deter 
such crimes as the murder of his son in 1998. The 
bill, by the way, was not passed by the legislature. 
Crime, Wyoming Legislature

27 mins

March 
21

Report to 
Wyoming

Cassie Craven, Wyoming Liberty Group, on school 
funding, school choice, state budget issues. Craven 
spoke in favor of allowing much more school choice 
for Wyoming students and parents. Also argued that 
Wyoming taxpayers have not been getting an 
adequate “bang for the buck’ for the $17,000 per 
student the state is spending. She also said 
Wyoming school districts tend to be ‘’top heavy” with 

15 mins



administrators. Taxes/Government Funding, 
Wyoming Legislature

March 
21

Report to 
Wyoming

State Superintendent Jillian Balow on School 
Funding, COVID 19. Education funding faced a $300 
million per year shortfall as the session began. This 
will be a continuing issue as the Wyoming House 
and Senate were not able to agree on a bill to 
address the issue before the session ended. 
Taxes/Government funding, COVID-19

14 mins

March 
28

Report to 
Wyoming

State Sen. Affie Ellis [R-Laramie County] and Emily 
Grant of the University of Wyoming on the Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women’s Task Force. 
Native American Women have been disappearing at 
much higher rates than the general population. 
Discussion included outline of the problem as well 
as the history of the task force and possible 
solutions. Crime

18 mins

March 
28

Report to 
Wyoming

Glenn Woods Interview with Ron Dunleavy on 
Charter Schools Bill in Legislature. Dunleavy touted 
the advantages of charter schools as well as 
discussing some of the resistance to the idea on the 
part of Wyoming school districts. Wyoming 
Legislature, Education

11 mins


