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TWIB Show #1105 "MLB’s Most Feared" 
 
Act One - "Base Stealers": Stealing bases is an important offensive 
skill when it comes to playing winning baseball. The components are 
speed, knowledge and a complete lack of fear. From the days of Hall 
of Famers Ty Cobb, Lou Brock and Ricky Henderson, great base 
stealers have had a profound impact on the game. The best base 
stealers in this generation of MLB players are Boston's Jacoby 
Ellsbury, the Dodgers' Matt Kemp, the Phillies' Jimmy Rollins, Ichiro of 
the Seattle Mariners, Jose Reyes of the NY Mets, the Houston Astros' 
Michael Bourne, and Carl Crawford of the Tampa Bay Rays. These 
are men who can steal bases even when everyone knows they are 
running.   
Educational theme: Advanced baseball strategies include base 
running and base stealing skills. In addition to speed they both require 
a cognitive component making them learned skills that can be taught. 
Educational theme: Excitement and drama are components of 
competitive athletics. It enhances the fun and interest for both players 
and fans in the game of baseball. 
Educational theme: Recognition is earned through superior 
performance, service, merit or longevity. This informal 
acknowledgement is meant to show appreciation by reward of public 
honor. 
 
 
Act Two - "Most Feared Hitters": Who are the men opposing teams 
hate to see at bat? Some of the most feared hitters are powerful like 
Jim Thome of the Twins, Manny Ramirez of the Dodgers, Lance 
Berkman of the Astros, Mark Teixeira of the Yankees and Matt 
Holliday of the Cardinals. Others are highly skilled pure hitters like 
Dustin Pedroia of the Red Sox, Chipper Jones of the Braves, Kevin 
Youkilis of the Red Sox, Magglio Ordonez of the Twins, Michael 
Young of the Rangers, Dave Wright of the Mets and Joe Mauer of the 



Twins. But the two names most often mentioned by MLB players are 
Albert Pujols of the Cardinals and Derek Jeter of the Yankees. Both 
Pujols and Jeter are recognized for their consistently clutch 
performances.  
       The answer to the TWIBIA question is Ernie Banks of the Chicago 
Cubs, who hit five grand slam home runs in 1955. Albert Pujols of the 
St. Louis Cardinals tied the National League single season record in 
2009. 
       The Radio Call of the Week celebrates the life of one of the best-
loved baseball broadcasters -- the late great Ernie Harwell. Ernie was 
known for his anecdotal ambiance while telling beautiful stories about 
the early days of baseball and his never to be forgotten play-by-play 
calls.  
Educational theme: Hitting and hitting with power are considered the 
most difficult skills in all of sport. It requires excellent hand-eye 
coordination, speed, strength and acquired skill. 
Educational theme: The enemy of great is good. Hitting in the clutch 
separates the good from the great. Clutch performances occur when a 
player delivers prime efforts time after time. 
Educational theme: Radio announcers paint a verbal picture for the 
fans "to see" the game. Story telling is an oral narrative of events that 
ignites the story from within one's mind. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Refresh": The Refresh Project recalls the men 
and moments in MLB history that helped change the world by 
breaking down barriers to building communities. In honor of women 
everywhere, many of MLB's hitters used pink bats on Mother's Day. It 
is part of the sixth annual "Going to Bat Against Breast Cancer" 
program, which is a united effort by Major League Baseball, Louisville 
Slugger and Susan G. Komen for the Cure. The game-used bats will 
be auctioned off to raise awareness of the disease, to gain funding for 
treatment and to help find a cure. It is a tradition that MLB plans to 
carry on for a long time. Bill Hall of the Boston Red Sox has had 
success with the pink bats, including a walk off home run. 
       The Winning Road Trips segment salutes the teams and players 
that are able to win away from home. Fire-balling pitcher Ubaldo 
Jimenez of the Rockies is 4-0 on the road this season with 31 



strikeouts, including the first Colorado no hit game. In the no-hitter, 
Ubaldo dominated the Atlanta Braves.                . 
       The Rookie of the Week segment honors the top rookies in both 
the American and National Leagues. The Minnesota Twins catcher 
Wilson Ramos was called on to replace the injured superstar Joe 
Mauer. In Wilson's debut, he went four for five to become the first 
catcher in the modern era to get four hits in his first Major League 
game. 
Educational theme: The Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation 
is the organization dedicated to eradicating breast cancer as a life-
threatening disease by advancing understanding of the disease.  
Educational theme: Giving back to the community through 
community service activities or fund raising programs for medical 
research are important to the life and health of a community and its 
cultural aspirations. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and 
insignificant event; however, it is an important component of baseball 
legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a source 
of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball.  
Educational theme: Documenting landmark performances is the 
history of the present. But if you lose sight of the past, you lose sight 
of the future. 
 
 
Act Four - "Going All Out": This week's edition recalled the day Ted 
Williams became the last man to ever hit .400 for an entire season. 
Much of this can be attributed to a personal pledge "... to be known as 
the greatest hitter that ever lived." In 1941, Williams hit over .400 for 
the entire season, until the next to last day when his average slipped 
to .39955. If he sat out the doubleheader against the Philadelphia 
Athletics on the final day of the season, the number would be rounded 
up to .400.  But he did not want to hit .400 in that fashion so he told 
Red Sox manager Joe Cronin that he was going to play. Williams 
accepted the challenge, then incredibly went six for eight in the double 
header; thereby finishing the season batting .406. 
        The Big League Blast comes from Dallas, where Justin Upton's 
home run flew over the centerfield wall at Arlington Stadium. 



         The Step Up To The Plate story featured Alfonso Soriano of the 
Chicago Cubs, who homered in four consecutive games. 
        In Memory of Robin Roberts remembered one of the classiest 
men and a Hall of Fame pitcher, Robin Roberts. Robin passed away 
this week.  
Educational theme: The glory and romance of sport are preserved in 
the chronicles of landmark performances because history is written by 
the victors. Documenting important events in a career creates the 
history of the present, for if you lose sight of the past, you will lose 
sight of the future. 
Educational theme: Goal setting is the initial phase in the pursuit of 
excellence and success. Goals give one direction and points of 
evaluation necessary for reaching greater heights in life. 
Educational theme: Accepting challenges is an opportunity for 
achievement. Challenges are not to be feared. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented 
to the backdrop of "Knock Me Out," by the band Street Drum Corps. 
The outfielders made diving, tumbling, off the wall and fence-crashing 
catches. The infielders dove and fell over railings to make catches. 
Several home runs were shown, including Scott Sizemore's line drive 
homer. There were several shots of fans and team mascots having 
fun and celebrating the game. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the 
learning process. Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in 
the process. Children learn best by watching and mimicking athletic 
performance.  
Educational theme: Aficionados are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, 
team and/ or player. Sports fans particularly have fun watching 
baseball. Fun can simply be defined as the wise use of one's time. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the 
beauty, grace, and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The 
aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the appreciation of 
baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed 
the required effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then 
the movements can be more easily duplicated and performed by the 



learner. The student is then physically educated. 


