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TWIB Show #1106 "Seattle Mariners" 
 
Act One - "Mariners Pitching & Defense": The Seattle Mariners 
philosophy is to win by being both pitching and defense oriented rather 
than an offensive juggernaut. It is simply a run prevention philosophy, one 
that enabled them to become the most improved team in MLB last season. 
Seattle improved their pitching this year by acquiring NL Cy Young Award 
winner Cliff Lee to go along with one of the best starting pitchers in 
baseball, Felix Hernandez, who finished second in the AL Cy Young Award 
voting in 2009. Some feel that the Mariners now have the best infield in 
baseball with recently acquired Chone Figgins at second base, Jack Wilson 
at shortstop, Jose Lopez at third base, and Casey Kotchman at first base. 
The outfield features Ichiro Suzuki with nine Gold Glove Awards and 
graceful gazelle Franklin Gutierrez in center field. Good pitching and solid 
defense are a good formula for the Mariners, since they play at Safeco 
Field, a state-of-the art stadium built for pitching and defense. 
Educational theme: One fundamental winning championship philosophy is 
that "Defense Wins Championships." This is an aggressive philosophy built 
on an attacking mental attitude, superior skills, and advanced strategies. 
Educational theme: The Cy Young Award is an honor given annually to 
the best pitchers in MLB, one in the American League and one in the 
National League. 
Educational theme: The Gold Glove Award is annually given to the MLB 
player judged to have demonstrated superior individual defensive skills at 
each position in both the National League and American League. 
Educational theme: Recognition is earned through superior performance, 
service, merit or longevity. This formal acknowledgement is meant to show 
appreciation by reward of public honor. 
 
Act Two - "Seattle Commercials": The Mariners have a secret weapon in 
their annual quest to build a winning team. Seattle has a history of some 
unique commercials involving the players and coaches with the idea of 
bringing the fans closer to the team. The players look forward to making 
these ads and poking fun at each other. Perhaps this year's best is the sit 
down between a pair of future Hall of Famers -- Ichiro and Ken Griffey, Jr. 
in which Griffey tricks the Japanese star by putting glue on his chair.  



        The answer to the TWIBIA question is Paul "Big Poison" Waner, who 
had 1860 hits in his first nine Major League seasons. That is the second 
highest total in a player's first nine years behind the record holder, Ichiro, 
who had 2030 hits.  
        The Winning Road Trips segment salutes the teams and players that 
are able to win away from home. The Tampa Bay Rays are considered to 
be the best road team in baseball this year, especially after they took two of 
three games this week from the LA Angels in Anaheim. It is the first time 
they have won a series in Anaheim since 1999. 
Educational theme: Professional athletes are required to actively be 
involved in work outside the ball field to mass market the Game to fans. 
Fans are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, team and/ or player. Sports 
aficionados particularly have fun watching baseball, which can simply be 
defined as the wise use of one's time. 
Educational theme:  Landmark performances are those that mark a 
turning point in history. An athletic accomplishment with historical 
significance is one that is marked for preservation by aficionados, players 
and national governing bodies of sport. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant 
event; however, it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and 
tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in 
the American institution called baseball. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Refresh": Ichiro Suzuki may be the best baseball 
player in the world. He is an American League MVP, an All-Star Game 
MVP, a two-time World Baseball Classic champion, a nine-time Gold Glove 
Award winner and is the record holder with at least 200 hits in each of his 
first nine MLB seasons. Ichiro has an appealing personality, a mystique, an 
incredible work ethic, determination and grace. As the first position player 
from Japan in the Major Leagues, he was an agent for change. Ichiro 
proved that Japanese hitters can find success in MLB too. Currently, there 
are 14 Japanese-born players on active big league rosters and Ichiro 
hopes for more. 
       The Call of the Week was for the 19th perfect game in MLB history. 
Left handed pitcher Dallas Braden of the Oakland Athletics threw a perfect 
game against the Tampa Bay Rays on Mother’s Day. Braden reached 
baseball immortality with 27 up -- 27 down! 
       The Rookie of the Week segment honors the top rookies in both the 
American and National Leagues. Chicago Cub shortstop Starlin Castro had 
a sterling debut in Cincinnati, becoming the first rookie in the modern era to 



drive in six runs in his first big league game. 
Educational theme:  Recognition is earned through superior performance, 
service, merit or longevity. This formal acknowledgement is meant to show 
appreciation by reward of public honor. 
Educational theme: Representing one's country is a form of patriotism. It 
is a demonstration of national loyalty. Baseball defines the spirit of 
America, which is the land of dynamic opportunity -- no matter one's race, 
color, creed or country of national origin. 
Educational theme: Milestones are methods to define achievement and 
preserve elite athletic performances. Records provide much of the tradition, 
lore and customs of sport. 
Educational theme: Documenting landmark performances is the history of 
the present. But if you lose sight of the past, you lose sight of the future. 
 
Act Four - "Going All Out": TWIB recalled an unforgettable moment in 
Seattle baseball history. The 1995 AL Division Series began in the Bronx, 
where the NY Yankees won the first two games in dramatic fashion.  Game 
Three was in Seattle, where Mariners left-hander Randy Johnson was 
incredible. In Game Four, designated hitter Edgar Martinez hit a grand slam 
to even the series at two games apiece. The deciding fifth game went into 
extra innings, where in the 11th the Yankees took the lead. In the bottom 
half of the 11th, Joey Cora's bunt base hit and Ken Griffey's single set the 
stage for Martinez. With runners at first and third, Martinez lined the ball 
down the left field line to easily tie the score, as Griffey raced at full speed 
from first base to score the game-winning run in a most dramatic fashion to 
allow the M's to advance to the American League Championship Series. 
        The Big League Blast features NYY first baseman Mark Teixeira, who 
joined the great Lou Gehrig as the only Yankees to hit three home runs in a 
single game versus the Boston Red Sox. 
        The Step Up To The Plate segment remembered one experienced 
catcher who is known for his hitting ability as well as his superior defensive 
skills. TWIB cited the Washington Nationals Ivan "Pudge" Rodriguez.  
Educational theme: Fans and communities often establish passion for 
teams and individual athletes. There is an importance for spectator support. 
Cheering raises the emotions of athletes that lead to enhanced 
performance. 
Educational theme: Performing under pressure requires practicing under 
pressure. The sport psychology of clutch performers involves ambition, 
determination, emotionality, mental toughness and self-confidence. 
Educational theme: Recalling landmark events in a career are informal 



ways to evaluate performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account 
of athletic history collected, written and preserved for future generations. 
Educational theme: The first two baseball tools in order of importance for 
catchers are fielding and arm strength. Hitting and hitting with power are 
third and fourth in importance; thus, outstanding hitting catchers are unique 
baseball personnel. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented by 
New Politics and their song "Yeah Yeah Yeah..."  In addition to myriad 
home runs, infielders executed dives and flips over railings to catch fair and 
foul fly balls. Pitchers showed beautiful defensive skills and made some 
key strikeouts. Several runners exhibited the art of sliding into a base on a 
steal or play at the plate. A well-executed double play by the Seattle 
Mariners infield was featured. Milwaukee Brewer Jody Gerut’s cycle 
(single, double, triple and home run) and Braden's perfect game were also 
documented. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the 
learning process. Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the 
process. Children learn best by watching and mimicking athletic 
performance.  
Educational theme: In athletics, iconic players and performances are 
recognized as enduring symbols of achievement. They are respected and 
held in high esteem by aficionados. This respect is earned by achievement, 
accomplishment and approach. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, 
grace, and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a 
well-executed play enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the 
required effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the 
movements can be more easily duplicated and performed by the learner. 
The student is then physically educated. 


