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Act One - "Dempster & Daughter": Ryan Dempster is the ace of 
the Chicago Cubs pitching staff, but his most difficult challenge 
did not take place on the baseball diamond. It was the one he 
faced during the pregnancy of his wife, Jenny, with the couples’ 
second child, Riley. Jenny had excessive fluid that threatened 
both her and the unborn child. The diagnosis was DiGeorge 
Syndrome, a disorder caused by the deletion of part of the 22nd 
chromosome - an affliction that left baby Riley unable to swallow. 
Following a 12 week stay in the hospital, Riley was welcomed 
home. Now, after additional surgeries, the outlook is for full 
recovery. To reach out to other families whose children suffer 
from DiGeorge Syndrome and to raise awareness, the Dempster 
Family Foundation was created. 
Educational theme: Unconditional love is loving your kids for 
who they are, not for what they do. 
Educational theme: DiGeorge syndrome (DGS) is a complex 
disorder that is present at birth and occurs as a result of the 
deletion of a portion of chromosome 22 during early fetal 
development. Transmission from parent to child (congenital) 
accounts for only about 5 percent of cases. The remaining 95 
percent are the result of spontaneous mutations (sporadic). This 
is an excellent opportunity for teaching genetics. 
Educational theme: Dealing with adversity is a major part of life. 
Problems are only opportunities with thorns on them. 
 
Act Two - "Junior & Senior": One special Father's Day story is 
the saga of Ken Griffey, Jr. and his dad. Twenty-two years ago, 
Junior's ultimate dream was to play one game with his father. The 
Seattle Mariners made this wish come true with the signing of 



Griffey, Sr., which meant the father and son would be playing on 
the same team in the Major Leagues at the same time. On one 
September night in Anaheim, they hit back to back home runs. In 
2000, Junior joined the Reds, where his dad served as a coach. 
On Senior's birthday, Junior hit his 400th career home run – a 
special gift to his Dad. Four years later, The Kid delivered another 
present when he hit his 500th home run on Father’s Day. 
      The TWIBIA question was who was the youngest player to 
reach 500 home runs. The answer is Jimmy Foxx of the 
Philadelphia Athletics, who was only 32 years and 338 days of 
age. 
       The Winning Road Trips segment salutes the teams and 
players that are able to win away from home. The LA Angels of 
Anaheim have won 11 of 14 games on their most recent road 
trips, including a sweep of the LA Dodgers. 
Educational theme: Sons are prized, particularly if they promise 
to imitate their father’s noble achievements and exhibit the skills 
that would permit them to do so. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark 
a turning point in history. An athletic accomplishment with 
historical significance is one that is marked for preservation by 
aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
Educational theme: Fun is simply the valuable use of one's time. 
It is a source of enjoyment or pleasure. When something is no 
longer fun, we stop doing it; therefore fun is the key to intrinsic 
motivation. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and 
insignificant event; however, it is an important component of 
baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, 
trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution 
called baseball. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Refresh": The Pepsi Refresh Project 
reexamines the men and moments in MLB history that helped 
change the world by breaking down barriers and building 



communities. This is a tribute to refreshing ideas. The Little 
League Challenger Division was created so physically and 
mentally challenged children would have the opportunity to play 
baseball. Everyone involved plays for the fun of the game. 
Established in 1989, The Challenger Division has become so 
popular it is now part of the MLB All-Star festivities. 
       The XM Call of the Week comes from San Diego, where 
Tony Gwynn, Jr. hit his first inside-the-park home run. 
       Gillette Rookies of the Month honors the top rookies in both 
leagues each month of the season. Daniel Nava's big league 
debut was special. Daniel became only the second player ever to 
hit a grand slam on the first pitch he saw in the Majors. 
Educational theme: Volunteer community service projects make 
a difference, especially to challenged children. There are 
multitudes of organizations waiting for and in need of assistance. 
Educational theme: Giving back to the community through 
community service activities or social meetings are important to 
the life of the community and its cultural aspirations. 
Educational theme: Documenting landmark achievements is the 
history of the present. But if you lose sight of the past, you lose 
sight of the future. This is the glory and romance preserved in 
chronicles. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos": To play good baseball, 
fundamentals must be executed. Fundamentals are taught by 
former MLB player Harold Reynolds from the MLB Network. 
Reynolds explained the proper technique of rounding third base 
and making the proper turn so you can score. 
          The Going All Out segment is a close up look at players 
who have gone the extra mile. Children learn baseball from their 
dads in shared moments that are at the very heart of baseball's 
charm. TWIB tagged along with the Brewers' Prince Fielder and 
his son Jadyn during spring training. Players enjoy watching the 
kids grow up and hang out with their dad. Jadyn visited the 
clubhouse and hit in the batting cage. Jadyn has a natural left 



handed swing with hopes of playing MLB. Prince has been able to 
give his son opportunities to live the same life he did with his dad 
Cecil. When Prince grew up, he put the Fielder legacy in the 
record book, when he hit home run number 50, to become part of 
the first father-son combination to hit 50 home runs.  
        The State Farm Big League Blast comes off the bat of 
Arizona's Chris Young with a walk-off home run to give the 
Diamondbacks the win. 
        Step Up To The Plate For Your Health featured the head 
athletic trainer for the Milwaukee Brewers - Roger Caplinger. He 
explained when exercising one should be sure to wear proper 
fitting clothing and how gym shoes should be laced and worn.    
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of 
the learning process. Demonstration and explanation are initial 
steps in the process. Children learn best by watching and 
mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: Family and friends are critical components 
for success. The family is the primary support system for an 
individual. It presents the first opportunity for well-being, learning 
and love 
Educational theme: Opportunities are chances to advance 
oneself. It is essential that young people see themselves as 
participants in life, and to have a sense of purpose in relation to it. 
Educational theme: Appropriate apparel is important for safety, 
high level of performance and to avoid offending others, 
especially those in leadership roles. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were 
presented to the music of Bad Veins featuring their song "Gold & 
Warm." This week there were diving catches by both outfielders 
and infielders. Home runs described as "deep, walk-off, and 
OMG." A strong throw by Bobby Abreu was featured. Several 
outstanding examples of base running were shown, including a 
clever slide at home plate to score a run. Finally, there were 
several hilarious bloopers shown. 



Educational theme: These are particularly good examples of the 
skills necessary to play baseball at the elite level of competition. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in 
the beauty, grace, and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The 
aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 
appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully 
observed the required effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier 
athletes, then the movements can be more easily duplicated and 
performed by the learner. The student is then physically 
educated. 
 


