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Act One - "McCutchen": There is a fundamental change in attitude in 
Pittsburgh, among both the Pirates and their fans. The Pirates have 
experienced a record 17 consecutive losing seasons, but that is about to 
change. Beginning with young pitchers and balance in a lineup featuring 
speed, power and defense, the expectations for the future are high. The 
Pirates are fueled by a 23-year-old Andrew McCutchen. In 2005, the multi-
tooled McCutchen was the #1 pick by Pittsburgh in the MLB draft. 
Currently, he is in the top four in both batting average and stolen bases in 
the National League. 
Educational theme: Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference. If 
something is not liked, change it; if you can't change it, change the way you 
think about it. 
Educational theme: Putting together a team is a process that only takes a 
few good men. Every revolution began with small groups of people. 
Educational theme:  Leadership by example is based on a spiritual 
quality; the power to inspire others to follow. Learners learn from each 
other. 
Educational theme: First round drafted players are selected on 
performance and potential development. Many factors are analyzed 
including body type and size, baseball skills, and running speed. 
 
Act Two - "Ohlendorf": The Pirates have built a solid pitching staff around 
four starters who are 27-years-old or younger. Charlie Morton is considered 
to have the best stuff. Zach Duke and Ross Ohlendorf consistently 
challenge hitters. Ohlendorf is a true student of the game because he has 
spent a lifetime listening and learning both on the field and in the 
classroom. The Princeton graduate spent the past winter interning at the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture in Washington, D.C. The always curious 
Ohlendorf takes his intelligence to the mound for which he has properly 
prepared by studying video to put a game plan together. 
       Several questions were asked of Ross Ohlendorf. The first answer to a 
TWIBIA question is Sandy Koufax of the Brooklyn Dodgers, who is the only 
NL pitcher to twice strike out the side on nine pitches in the same league. 
Koufax is one of only 46 MLB pitchers to accomplish the feat.  A second 



TWIBIA question was posed to test Ross’s intelligence and he correctly 
answered that the Pittsburgh Pirates have won five World Series. Finally, 
because of excellent mathematics, Ross correctly calculated the slugging 
percentage of a problem presented to him on the fly. TWIB showed the 
mathematical formula for calculating slugging percentage. 
        The Winning Road Trips segment salutes the teams and players that 
are able to win away from home. So far this season, Justin Morneau of the 
Minnesota Twins is batting .358 with nine home runs and 20 RBIs, while on 
the road.        
Educational theme: The value of pitching cannot be overrated. It is the 
most important cog in the defense of any team. 
Educational theme:  Many professional baseball players are spending 
time in college to further their education and develop baseball skills. The 
will to prepare to succeed is critically important to long term achievement. 
Educational theme: This is a particularly excellent presentation of a 
lifetime learner. It is what you learn after you know it that counts. The only 
way to get better is to get smarter; therefore, don't be seduced by the allure 
of mediocrity. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant 
event; however, it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and 
tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in 
the American institution called baseball. 
Educational theme: There are real world applications for mathematics that 
can be utilized by teachers and students to enhance the learning 
experience. Baseball statistics and records are excellent examples of how 
math can be used in one's daily life. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Refresh":  The Pepsi Refresh Program recalls the 
men and moments in MLB history that helped change the world by 
breaking down barriers and building communities. The late great Puerto 
Rican superstar, Roberto Clemente, was not only a great baseball player, 
but an even better human being. Roberto was one of the first Latin MLB 
players and he paved the road for countless others. He twice led the 
Pirates to World Series titles, won 12 Gold Gloves and was elected to the 
Hall of Fame. His international humanitarian efforts set him apart from most 
others. His untimely death occurred in a plane crash while he was helping 
to carry relief supplies to earthquake victims in Nicaragua.    
       The XM Call of the Week went to Florida, where Jason Bartlett of the 
Tampa Bay Rays squeezed in the winning run with a perfectly executed 
bunt. 



       The Gillette Rookies of the Month honors the top rookies in both 
leagues during the season. Brennan Boesch of the Detroit Tigers has hit 
.354 in his first 22 big league games with three home runs and 19 RBIs. 
Educational theme: Character is the basic element of a person. It is who 
you are and what you do when nobody else is looking. The character of a 
person is critically evaluated by fans, media, prospective employers, etc. 
Educational theme:  In athletics, iconic players and performances are 
recognized as enduring symbols of achievement. They are respected and 
held in high esteem by aficionados. This respect is earned by achievement, 
accomplishment and approach. 
Educational theme: Bunting and emphasizing base running is an advance 
baseball strategy known as "little ball." It is the opposite of playing the 
power strategy of hitting home runs. 
Educational theme:  History is the formal recorded narrative and 
chronology of events. The documentation of athletic achievements and 
landmark events become the standard used to measure accomplishment 
and achievement. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos": TWIBs Diamond Demos is a lesson of 
baseball fundamentals taught by experts at the MLB Network. This lesson 
is on bunting for a hit and sacrifice bunting. 
      The Going All Out segment is a close up look at players who have gone 
the extra mile. This season marks the 50th anniversary of Bill Mazeroski's 
legendary home run in the 1960 World Series. This is the only Game 
Seven-series ending walk-off home run in World Series history. The Pirates 
were overwhelming underdogs to the NY Yankees in the 1960 World 
Series. With the score tied 9-9 in the bottom of the ninth inning, 
Mazeroski's home run was one of the most dramatic finishes in history.   
      The Big League Blast featured Marcus Thames of the NY Yankees, 
who hit a walk-off two- run home run off Red Sox closer John Papelbon to 
finish a comeback victory 11-9. 
      In Stepping Up To the Plate, Angel Pagan of the NY Mets hit the first 
inside-the-park home run at Nationals Park. 
Educational theme:  Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the 
learning process. Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the 
process. Children learn best by watching and mimicking athletic 
performance.  
Educational theme:  Recognition of one's talent is an important 
psychological need of all human beings. To attain self-actualization one 
must attain esteem to have self-respect and to achieve goals 



Educational theme:  Excitement and drama are components of 
competitive athletics. It enhances the fun and interest for both players and 
fans in the game of baseball.  
Educational theme: Documenting landmark achievements is the history of 
the present. But if you lose sight of the past you lose sight of the future. 
This is the glory and romance preserved in chronicles 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were set to the 
baseball appropriate song "Home Run Hitters" by The High Decibels. This 
week several backhanded infield catches accompanied by strong throws 
were shown. Many sensational, diving, leaping and tumbling catches by 
outfielders were featured. A somewhat humorous collection of misplays, 
errors, bloopers and awkward plays were shown. A triple play by the NY 
Mets was documented. Finally, lots of deep home runs, including grand 
slams finished the show. 
Educational theme:  These are highly motivational examples of the 
excellent skill and maximum effort needed to play at the elite level of 
athletics. Children should be motivated to play because it is essential to 
their physical, emotional and mental development.  
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, 
grace, and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a 
well-executed play enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the 
required effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the 
movements can be more easily duplicated and performed by the learner. 
The student is then physically educated. 


