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Act One - "Opening Day": The 2010 baseball season is upon us and TWIB is 
prepared to cover all the angles. President Barrack Obama celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of the President throwing out the Opening Day first pitch by doing so in 
Washington, DC.  The Yankees began play fresh off their record 27th World Series 
championship. New York's star pitcher CC Sabathia reflected on his decision to join the 
Yankees and his family's chance to experience the game's ultimate joy. From day one, 
the goal of every team is to win the World Series.  Because of great players and a great 
organization, the Yankees believe they have a chance to win every year. 
Educational theme: Tradition is the handing down of customs from generation to 
generation. The custom of baseball's Opening Day is a celebration of a brand new 
season, spring and the community culture. 
Educational theme: Celebration and recognition of winners are appropriate methods to 
remember historic events.  Sport history is part of the excitement of athletics for both 
fans and players. 
Educational theme: Champions are made from something deep inside them – a 
desire, a dream, and a vision; furthermore, it is a concept that should be shared with 
baseball-loving children, i.e., a competitor's children. 
 
Act Two - "Swish& Fish": The New York Yankees are trying to repeat as World Series 
title holders. Off the field, players pursue various hobbies. During spring training, TWIB 
accompanied outfielder Nick Swisher and pitcher David Robertson when they went 
fishing. Swisher and Robinson were key players in the 2009 World Series. David 
commented, "A bad day's fishin' is still better than a good day of work ... unless you play 
for the New York Yankees." 
       The TWIBIA question asked who is the only active left-hander to have more than 
136 wins in his first nine years? The correct answer is Andy Pettitte, who in his first nine 
seasons won 149 games. 
       Winning Road Trips salutes the teams and players that win away from home. In the 
spirit of Opening Day, TWIB looked back to George Bell's visit to Kansas City for the 
season opener in 1988 when he hit three Opening Day home runs. 
Educational theme: Hobbies are activities pursued for pleasure or relaxation and not a 
part of one's main occupation. Fun is simply the valuable use of one's time. It is a 
source of enjoyment or pleasure. 
Educational theme: Recalling statistical leaders is an informal way to evaluate 
performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of athletic history collected, 
written and preserved for future generations. 
Educational theme: Clutch performances occur when a player delivers prime efforts 
time after time. 



 
Act Three - "Refresh": In The Pepsi Refresh Project, TWIB will re-examine the men 
and moments in MLB history that helped change the world -- from breaking down 
barriers to building communities. During the off season, the Yankees acquired outfielder 
Curtis Granderson. Curtis is a man of character both on and off the baseball field. In 
2007, as a Detroit Tiger, Granderson traveled to South Africa to promote the game of 
baseball and teach baseball and life skills to children. The purpose was to promote the 
game of baseball on a more international basis. Curtis brings more refreshing ideas to 
children with his Grand Kids Foundation, which is a program that stresses the 
importance of education and promotes baseball in the inner city. 
        The Arizona Diamondbacks' Stephen Drew hit an inside the park home run in the 
Opening Day game. This rare baseball home run is the XM Radio Call of the Week. 
        The Rookie of the Month honors the top rookies in both leagues each month of the 
season. Atlanta's Jason Heyward is honored on the strength of his first big league at bat 
-- a home run. 
Educational theme: History is a vital aspect of sport, especially providing standards of 
achievement and evaluation, while providing year round fun and interest for both 
players and fans. 
Educational theme: Character is the basic dependability of a person. It is what you do 
when nobody else is looking. The character of a person is critically evaluated by fans, 
media, prospective employers, etc. 
Educational theme: Teachers and coaches can utilize baseball as an opportunity for 
instruction. Sport pedagogy involves the demonstration and explanation of baseball 
biomechanics, strategies, skills, and mental aspects of athletic performance. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 
history. An athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for 
preservation by aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Going All Out": Going All Out is a look at players who have gone the extra 
mile. One hustling Yankee in the 2009 World Series turned Game Four around. Johnny 
Damon's tenacious at bat and daring double steal inspired the team, as they went on to 
score three runs in the inning to take Game Four from the Phillies and days later win the 
World Series. 
       In Big League Blast Yankee catcher Jorge Posada hit the first home run of the year 
when his line drive hit the Pesky Pole in Fenway Park. 
      Step Up To the Plate featured the Texas Rangers' Jarrod Saltalamacchia, who with 
the bases loaded, got a walk-off game winning single. 
Educational theme: Hustle is a habit. It doesn't take ability to hustle. It takes pride and 
desire. There is no excuse for not hustling. Hustling makes one look like a quality 
player. 
Educational theme: Home runs are the most celebrated MLB play by the media 
because of brevity and an easily captured visual component.   
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball.  
 



Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The very best plays from Opening Day were 
appropriately presented to the song, "Let the Games Begin" by Anarbor. This is an 
exciting and dynamic fun segment. Leaping, spectacular, diving and other unbelievable 
catches were shown. Several long and grand slam home runs were also shown. Clutch 
strikeouts by pitchers were featured. Stephen Drew's inside the park home run was 
documented.  
Educational theme: Fun is simply the valuable use of one's time. It is a source of 
enjoyment or pleasure. When something is no longer fun, we stop doing it; therefore fun 
is the key to intrinsic motivation. 
Educational theme: The glory and romance are preserved in the chronicles of 
landmark performances because history is written by the winners. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


