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Air Date: April 17, 2010   
  
TWIB Show #1102 "Minnesota Twins"  
 
Act One - "Opening Day - Target Field Opens": For the first time in 29 years, the 
Minnesota Twins played opening day outdoors, as they opened Target Field in 
downtown Minneapolis-St. Paul. It is significantly different than their former home - The 
Metrodome - an indoor stadium. The Twins head grounds keeper explained the process 
needed to get ready for outdoor baseball in Minnesota. Exact specifications, field 
planning, specially prepared infield mix and a massive underground heating system 
were developed for games to be played. The harsh Minneapolis weather, especially in 
early spring and late fall, was the concern. Twin Cities’ fans now have one of the most 
appealing ball parks in MLB. The Twins appropriately christened their new home with a 
win over the Boston Red Sox. 
Educational theme:  Athletic facilities are designed to create an atmosphere for fans 
and competitors. These monuments filled with passion are part of a community's 
culture. 
Educational theme:  State-of-the-art facilities advance sport to new levels of 
excellence. It is the highest level of development for the enhancement of athletic 
performance and fan enjoyment.  
Educational theme: Agronomy is the application of the various soil and plant sciences 
to soil management and crop production that is applied to baseball diamonds. 
Educational theme: Winning is a habit, but unfortunately so is losing. Winning the 
opening day game in a new venue is a step in the right direction. 
 
Act Two - "Metrodome Memories": The Twins played in the Metrodome for 28 years 
making many memories for their passionate fans. In honor of the great players who left 
their mark in Minneapolis, TWIB presented their "All Metrodome Team." American 
League Cy Young winner Johan Santana, southpaw Frank Viola and the premier closer, 
Joe Nathan, were the pitchers. Selected to the infield were shortstop Greg Gagne, 1991 
AL Rookie of the Year second baseman Chuck Knoblauch, third baseman Gary Gaetti 
and first baseman Kent Hrbek. The outfielders were Tom Brunansky, Torii Hunter and 
the great Kirby Puckett. Behind the plate was the first catcher ever to lead the league in 
hitting three times and consecutive Gold Glove winner Joe Mauer. 
       The answer to the TWIBIA question is Rick Langford, who pitched the most 
consecutive complete games during the TWIB era (since 1977).  Rick threw 22 straight 
in 1980. 
       In Winning Road Trips TWIB salutes the teams and players that have a knack for 
winning on the road. The Texas Rangers came from behind to win their fifth straight 
road game the first week of the season.      
Educational theme: Aficionados are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, team and/ or 
player. Sports fans particularly have fun watching baseball. Fun can simply be defined 
as the wise use of one's time. 



Educational theme: Paying homage to individual star players is a wonderful way to 
honor their significance to the team. It is part of the history of sport, i.e., the formal 
history is recorded and documented. The documentation of athletic achievements and 
individual achievements become the standard used to measure accomplishment and 
achievement.   
Educational theme:  Recalling the highlights is a particularly interesting way to permit 
fans to relive and interpret athletic history in an artistic and creative milieu. 
Educational theme:  There is no substitute for victory. You build a reputation of 
excellence by just doing it. 
 
Act Three - "Refresh": The Refresh Program recalls the men and moments in MLB 
history that helped change the world by breaking down barriers and building 
communities. All MLB players took part in Jackie Robinson Day by wearing number 42 
in honor of the man who began his career as MLB's first African-American player in 
what was called The Great Experiment. Quietly defying angry fans and players, Jackie 
changed baseball with his courage and style of play. To watch Robinson, black fans 
flocked to the stadium. This monumental experiment opened the way for generations of 
talented players like Willie Mays and Hank Aaron. Many consider this the beginning of 
the Civil Rights Movement. Robinson may have said it best with this quote, "A life is not 
important, except in its impact on the lives of others."  
          The Radio Call of the Week captured just one of the many amazing comebacks 
by the Detroit Tigers.  With Scott Sizemore at bat and a runner on third, a wild pitch 
allowed the winning run to score. 
          The Gillette Rookies of the Month honors the top rookies in both leagues during 
the season. The Cincinnati Reds pitcher Mike Leake made his MLB debut without 
throwing a pitch in the minor leagues. And Leake became the first pitcher in 81 years to 
get 2 hits in his MLB debut. 
Educational theme: The Civil Rights Movement in the United States is one of the most 
significant changes in American culture. Many feel that it began on the baseball 
diamond. 
Educational theme: This is a particularly good example of character. Character is the 
basic element of a person. It is who you are and what you do when nobody else is 
looking. The character of a person is critically evaluated by fans, media, prospective 
employers, etc. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
Educational theme:  Excitement and drama are components of competitive athletics. It 
enhances the fun and interest for both players and fans in the game of baseball. 
 
Act Four - "Going All Out": The Going All Out segment is a close up look at players 
who have gone the extra mile. The combination of talent and relentless effort make 
Minnesota’s Joe Mauer a franchise player. Joe works hard always trying to get better. 
He is the first catcher ever to win three batting titles. Everyone recognizes that Joe also 
takes pride in his defense by awarding him consecutive Gold Gloves at the most 
challenging position on the diamond. 



          The Big League Blast is a game-winning walk-off home run by the Milwaukee 
Brewers Casey McGehee. The call was made by the legendary Bob Uecker. The result 
was 33,000 happy fans. 
          In the Step Up To The Plate segment Jorge Cantu of the Florida Marlins set an 
MLB record with a hit and an RBI in 10 straight games to start the season. This is an 
amazing streak of runs batted in. 
Educational theme:  Perseverance is the hard work one has already done. 
Perseverance isn't merely the willingness to work hard. It is also the willingness to be 
stubborn about your self-image.   
Educational theme:  Recognition is earned through superior performance, regardless 
of age or longevity. The acknowledgement is meant to show appreciation by public 
awareness. 
Educational theme: Clutch performances occur when a player delivers prime efforts at 
crucial times in the game. To be successful, one must learn to perform under pressure. 
Educational theme: Documenting landmark achievements is the history of the present. 
But if you lose sight of the past, you lose sight of the future. This is the glory and 
romance preserved in chronicles. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented to the music of 
Orange Avenue playing "What's Coming Next," courtesy of Hopeless Records. Long 
running catches, diving catches, and leaping catches were shown.  Also seen were 
many long home runs, including Chris Young's grand slam home run. A left-hander's 
pickoff at first base was shown. The hustle needed to get a game winning infield hit with 
a head first slide at first base was shown. There was an interesting collection of 
bloopers, errors and oddities, too.   
Educational theme: Teachers and coaches can utilize this as an opportunity for 
instruction. Sport pedagogy involves the demonstration and explanation of baseball 
biomechanics, strategies, skills, and mental aspects of athletic performance. 
Educational theme: There is a high level of skill and effort necessary to play at the 
highest levels of sport, especially the fundamentals.  Fundamentals are not merely 
important to the game. They are the game. The easiest way to play baseball is to use 
the fundamentals. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


