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Body Cameras 

now part of Police 

Uniform

Officers with the Rockwood Police Department have a new addition to their

uniform. WATE-TV News is reporting that Rockwood Police Chief Danny

Wright said the unrest in Ferguson has prompted the department to purchase

body cameras for its officers. All 14 patrol officers are now wearing the body

cameras at all times while on duty. Rockwood Police Officer Blake Norman

says he's happy to have a body camera as part of his uniform, adding that

when people know they're being recorded, tense situations tend to ease up.

Chief Wright told WATE that each camera cost about $300 and that while

budgets are tight in small departments, it's money well spent."It better

documents what actually happens at the scene of any call we answer.

Eyewitness testimony for anyone who has any experience in law enforcement

is not the most reliable, we would prefer to have an independent, impartial,

third party, which the body camera is.” Wright said the body cameras will not

be on at all times in order to save on battery life and storage space. However,

they will be on for all calls that officers respond to, including domestic calls

inside someone's home. Footage will be kept in an evidence room. Along with

video, the cameras can take still pictures if needed. 12-051

12/6/2014 1:06 12:12, 

16:11, & 

17:06



HUMAN 

INTEREST

Skeletal remains 

found

The Crossville Chronicle has reported that Cumberland County sheriff's

investigators have discovered skeletal remains of a local missing woman in a

secluded wooded area. The remains are believed to be of Nina "Karen"

Owens, 47, HB Farms Dr. For over 20 years, she lived off Potato Farm Rd.

She was thought to have gone missing on or around Aug. 8. Her

disappearance was reported to authorities on Aug. 22.

Cumberland County Sheriff Casey Cox announced the discovery Wednesday

and confirmed that investigators have talked more than once with a person of

interest in the case. According to the Chronicle, tips began coming in to

investigators on Sunday, and one led deputies to the large secluded and

heavily wooded area off Pugh Cemetery Rd. On Monday, items that

investigators believe may be tied to the disappearance were found and just

before dark on Monday, remains were discovered. The Tennessee Bureau of

Investigation, Tennessee Medical Examiner's Office and Middle Tennessee

State University's anthropology department assisted with the site investigation.

Family members positively identified some items found at the scene as

belonging to the missing woman. On Wednesday, a preliminary report from the 

state medical examiner's office reported that further evidence linking the

remains to the missing woman were found. DNA testing could take as long as

three weeks.

10/4/2014 1:13 12:09, 

16:10, 

17:05, & 

10/6/14 

7:05



EDUCATIO

N

Under the Sea 

Project

In two weeks two Roane State Community College faculty members will 

resurface after living and working under the surface of the sea for 73 days, 

setting a world record for the longest time spent living underwater. According 

to a news release, while underwater, associate professor of biology Bruce 

Cantrell and adjunct instructor Jessica Fain have been offering the most 

unique educational experience in the college’s history while raising awareness 

about issues affecting the oceans. Roane State and the Marine Resources 

Development Foundation in Key Largo, Fla., have partnered on the Classroom 

Under the Sea project. Cantrell and Fain started their underwater adventure 

Oct. 4 and plan to resurface on Dec. 15. They are living in Jules’ Undersea 

Lodge, which is in the lagoon at the Marine Resources Development 

Foundation’s facilities. The release stated that while underwater, Cantrell and 

Fain are hosting a weekly program featuring interviews with leading scientists 

and explorers. Because Cantrell is leading his fall online biology class from 

Jules’ Undersea Lodge his students are having an especially interesting 

experience. For information and updates, visit 

www.roanestate.edu/classroomunderthesea/project.asp

12/1/2014 1:00 12:07 & 

16:07

.



HEALTH Ebola Virus 

Outbreak

National and international news are reporting stories about the Ebola Virus and 

its spread. However, it is not expected to be a serious concern in the Upper 

Cumberland area. Dr. Mark Pierce, infectious disease specialist at Cookeville 

Regional Medical Center, told the Cookeville Herald-Citizen, “You’re not going 

to get it just by sitting by someone who has it or being in the same room. It’s 

not aerosolized, it’s not respiratory...so you’d get it through infected blood or 

body fluids. If you get that into an open wound that you have, you can get it.” 

The current outbreak of Ebola in West Africa differs from the previous 

outbreaks due to the location of the outbreak. Previously, it’s been present in 

East Africa, an area that is not as densely populated. But West Africa is more 

densely populated. Symptoms include myalgia, fever, sore throat, headache, 

stomach pain, unexplained bruising and bleeding and can advance to bleeding 

from gums and wounds. They can indicate the disease can be spread, with the 

incubation period being around a week, eight to 10 days, with the range of two 

to 21 days. And if a case does occur here, officials at CRMC are ready. Pierce 

told the Herald-Citizen, “We have a plan in place...basically as soon as it is 

suspected, the person will be put in contact isolation. Contact isolation is taken 

seriously. If confirmed, the CDC would get involved...” Patients are being 

screened for travel at CRMC, which is key since this is flu season. He added 

that Ebola kits are available at the hospital, including an instruction sheet on 

isolation procedures and leakproof gowns. Furthermore, drills lave been held 

with scenarios involving the possibility of a case, which Dr. Pierce described as 

“incredibly minimal.” 

10/7/2014 1:41 12:03, 

16:03, 

17:06, & 

10/8/14 

7:03

WEATHER First Snowstorm The first snowstorm of the year moved across the Volunteer State on Friday 

and Saturday, resulting in snowfall amounts reported to the Nashville National 

Weather Service office from half an inch to as much as three inches across 

the NewLife 105 listening area. Fentress County reports ranged from one to 

two inches; Cumberland County saw between an inch to an inch and a half; 

Pickett and Overton counties reported one inch each; Monterey in Putnam 

County reported three inches, with reports in White County ranging between 

one-half to as much as two inches. 

11/3/2014 0:28 12:05, 
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