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PUBLIC 

INTEREST

Big South Fork 

National River and 

Recreation Area  

awarded grant

The National Park Service has announced that, for the second consecutive

year, the Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area has been

awarded a substantial grant from the National Park Foundation. The $20,000

grant will allow school children to experience the beauty of the Big South Fork

while engaging in in-depth overnight educational programs. The grant was

awarded for the park’s “Exploring Your Own Backyard - The Park Next Door”

program. This grant was made possible through the generous support of

Subaru, the Ahmanson Foundation, the Chapman Hanson Foundation, and

the Fernandez Pave the Way Foundation. According to the news release, 

the Big South Fork is one of several national parks across the country selected

to receive a 2014 America’s Best Idea grant from the National Park

Foundation, the official charitable organization of the National Park Service.

Inspired by the critically acclaimed Ken Burns’ documentary “The National

Parks: America’s Best Idea”, the America’s Best Idea program funds park

activities designed to connect diverse, underserved and under-engaged

populations throughout the United States with their national parks in innovative

and meaningful ways. The release stated that the grant will be used to

purchase equipment for the overnight campout and defray costs to the school

systems. The residential educational program will be held at the Bandy Creek

Campground and will use the group camp sites. Funding from the grant will

also be used to finish outfitting the park’s new Interpretation and Education

building’s classroom with the latest technologies for learning.

5/3/2014 1:22 12:04, 

16:06, 

17:03, & 

5/5/14 

7:05



HUMAN 

INTEREST

Telephone Scam According to a news release, Tennessee’s electric cooperatives are urging 

Tennessee residents to be on alert for a telephone scam that continues to 

plague utility consumers. Scam artists call a home or business posing as a co-

op or utility employee and threaten to shut off service unless the con-sumer 

provides immediate payment using a reloadable debit card, prepaid gift card or 

online payment service like PayPal. David Callis, executive vice president and 

general manager of the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association said, 

“The calls sound official, and the caller ID may even display the utility name. 

This is particularly harmful to consumers because there is no way to track or 

recover the money.” Officials stress that your local electric co-op will: NEVER 

call members to request credit card, banking or other financial information over 

the telephone; NEVER call members threatening immediate disconnection 

unless a payment is made, and NEVER ask to enter your home unless you 

initiate the request for co-op personnel to perform a specific service. Co-ops 

do this only by appointment and with a member’s prior knowledge. In the 

release Callis said, “We are asking co-op members to be wary of any phone 

calls. If in doubt, hang up immediately and look up your electric cooperative’s 

phone number. Call it directly to be certain you are dealing with an official 

representative of the cooperative.” Law enforcement officials are looking into 

reported fraud cases, but consumers are encouraged to protect themselves by 

being alert and aware.

4/21/2014 1:19 12:04, 

16:05, 

17:05, & 

4/22/14 

7:04



EDUCATION Department of 

Education 

celebrates winning 

essays

The State Department of Education recently celebrated three Tennessee 

students for writing winning essays in a statewide contest highlighting the way 

in which educators impact lives. The winning students, one each in 

elementary, middle, and high school, described the teacher they were most 

thankful for in short essays and video messages. Representatives from the 

department surprised the teachers featured in the winning essays in three 

separate events in Memphis, Nashville, and Knoxville. The department 

launched the “Why I’m Thankful for my Teacher” essay contest for the first 

time in early April. The contest, in conjunction with the department’s efforts to 

celebrate Tennessee educators during National Teacher Appreciation Week, 

May 5-9, was designed to share the powerful stories of learning happening 

everyday in Tennessee classrooms. Each student winner will receive a $500 

scholarship to the college of their choice.

6/2/2014 0:38 12:07 & 

1607

.



HEALTH Blood shortage Blood Assurance, the regional non-profit blood center with a location in 

Cookeville, is facing a shortage of blood, especially type O negative, A positive 

and O positive blood types. Blood Assurance is the sole provider of blood for 

more than 70 hospitals and healthcare facilities Blood inventory levels are 

nearing critically low stages.Current levels of O negative donations are below a 

one-day supply. O negative blood is known as the universal blood type 

because it can be given to patients in an emergency situation when their own 

blood type is unknown. Only about 6.6% of the donor population has this blood 

type. A list of blood drives is available online at 

www.bloodassurance.org/blooddrives. Donors can also visit one of Blood 

Assurance’s 12 donor centers. All O negative donors, O positive donors and A 

positive donors are asked to come and donate today and definitely before the 

weekend. Donors must be at least 17 years old (16 years old with parental 

consent form) and weigh at least 110 pounds. The process usually takes about 

30 minutes and includes a complimentary snack and t-shirt. Donors are asked 

to drink plenty of fluids - avoiding caffeine - and eat a meal that is rich in iron 

prior to donating. Blood Assurance serves 47 counties in Tennessee, 

Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia. Approximately 440 blood 

donations are necessary every day in order to adequately supply area 

hospitals with the life-saving blood and blood components their patients need. 

For more information about Blood Assurance, please visit 

www.bloodassurance.org or call 1-800-962-0628. Information can also be 

found at the organization’s Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/bloodassurance. 

4/15/2014 1:24 12:05, 

16:06, & 

17:05



WEATHER Tornando injuries More than half of tornado-related injuries in one situation came during rescue

attempts and clean-up work, according to a recent Federal Emergency

Management Agency study. As Tennessee moves into its prime tornado and

flooding season, officials with the Tennessee Department of Health and the

Tennessee Emergency Management Agency remind residents to think about

health and safety after a disaster occurs. Here are some tips offered by TEMA

and TDH emergency preparedness staff members: Monitor your battery

powered radio or use your cell phone at short intervals. Using either

continuously will quickly drain the power supply. Stay off your phone unless it is

critical for you to make a call to help prevent telephone communications

channels from being overused. Use battery-powered lights instead of candles.

If you must use a candle, be sure there is not a gas leak nearby and stay away

from flammable materials. Be aware generators, stoves, grills and other

devices may produce carbon monoxide, an odorless, deadly gas. Avoid using

them in enclosed spaces. If you must enter a damaged structure, wear heavy-

soled shoes, a long sleeved shirt and pants and gloves. Always comply with

requests from public safety officials and stay away from damaged areas

unless you have been called upon to help. Sometimes well-meaning

volunteers can hamper emergency response work. Shut off power to your

home at the main circuit breaker if you suspect any damage. If you smell the

odor of rotten eggs, notify police immediately of a potential gas leak. If you are

not familiar with power tools and chain saws, let someone else use them for

clean-up work. If you see any spilled medicines or potentially dangerous

chemicals, be cautious in cleaning those up yourself. Cover them if possible

until professional help arrives.

5/16/2014 1:20 12:08 & 

16:08


