
 

 

 

 

QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS 

WTMX-Chicago 

January 1, 2018 – March 31, 2018  

 

 

Susan Wiencek 

Public Affairs Manager 

 

 



January 7, 2018 

6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. Staying truly connected in an era of Facebook, Instagram and texts and tweets. There are so 
many ways for us to stay connected--- in our work lives and personal lives, and we need those 
connections to be happy and healthy.  Despite all the options we’re not always good at staying 
close to those we care about.  An expert has some advice.  Michael Gelb, considered a pioneer 
in the field of creative thinking and leadership offers pointers.  Mr. Gelb has a worked with 
numerous large companies and organizations and he’s written several books including his latest, 
The Art of Connection.  

2. Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights a local job training/education program called 
Beyond the Diploma, which is free for those who qualify.  

Issues covered: communication; family issues; parenting issues; business; culture and society; tech 
issues; entertainment; education; employment; job training; at-risk youth; not-for-profit organizations.  
 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: religion; spirituality. 
 

January 14, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. Tattoos and piercings in young people.  It’s an increasingly popular form of self-expression so for 
the first time, the American Academy of Pediatrics has made recommendations on tattoos, 
piercings and body modifications in teens and young adults.  Guest is Dr. Cora Breuner, lead 
author of the recommendations and Chair of the AAP Committee on Adolescence.  A 
pediatrician, Dr. Breuner saw a need for AAP recommendations after more of her young 
patients and their parents inquired about tattoos and piercings.  She discusses concerns, 
hygiene, age restrictions, risks and offered recommendations for those considering tattoos, 
piercings or body modifications.   

2. Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights a sock drive for PADS of Elgin, Public Action to 
Deliver Shelter.   

Issues covered: teen issues; personal health; parenting matters; education; cultural awareness; 
community involvement; homelessness; those in need; not-for-profit organizations. 
 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. “Make a Better Way, Heritage Special” A special performance in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day, featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, Orchestra and Bells on Temple Square in Salt Lake 
City, Utah.  

Issues covered:  spirituality; religion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 21, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. The need for foster families in the Chicago-area. There are thousands of children living in foster 
care and there are even more Chicago children needing a temporary, safe place to live.  Joining 
us to discuss the need for foster parents and how to become one is Deandra Gallardo, foster 
family recruiter for Camelot Care Centers and the Illinois Department of Children and Family 
Services.  Ms. Gallardo explained how kids come to be in foster care, what their lives are usually 
like, as well as the process and requirements for becoming a foster parent.  We also discussed 
the hit TV show “This Is Us,” which has a major story line involving foster families.   

2. Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights an upcoming benefit at the American Legion Post 
in Wheaton for those in the area who need assistance with medical expenses.   

Issues covered: at-risk children; teen issues; foster care; family issues; parenting issues; DCFS; poverty; 
minority concerns; education; government programs; not-for-profit organizations; charity; those in 
need. 
 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: religion; spirituality. 
 

January 28, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. Reconstructive options after mastectomy.  An expert discusses the typical treatment process for 
women undergoing mastectomy and options for reconstructive surgery.  Guest is Dr. David 
Song, a plastic surgeon, University of Chicago, and immediate past president of the American 
Society of Plastic Surgeons who has done extensive work in reconstructive breast surgery.  Dr. 
Song explains implants, timing, recovery, and other parts of the procedure as well what to do 
when something goes wrong and the outcome is not what the patient desired.   

2. Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights a benefit show/event for the Chicago chapter of 
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.   

Issues covered: women’s health; breast cancer; personal health; health care; culture and society; mental 
health issues; community service; community involvement; not-for-profit organizations. 
 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: religion; spirituality. 
 

February 4, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. Little Kids Rock.  The not-for-profit organization has brought music education and instruments to 
more than 30,000  under-served Chicago Public Schoolkids in 150 schools!  We take listeners to 
one school,  Telpochcalli Elementary on Chicago’s near West Side.  Students were treated to a 



lesson on songwriting and intimate concert with legendary rocker Jim Peterick of Ides of March 
and Survivor fame.  Mr. Peterick collaborated with the students on a new song, performed his 
famous Eye of the Tiger with them, and then presented the school with brand new guitars, amps 
and drum kits.  Guests are: Jim Peterick; Joe Panganiban, Program Director of Little Kids Rock 
Chicago; and several first, second and third grade students in the program.   

2. Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights For the Love of Chocolate Scholarship fundraising 
event called Whimsy to raise scholarship money for culinary students 

Issues covered:  the arts; arts education; at-risk youth; cultural awareness; entertainment; education;  
community involvement; not-for-profit organizations. 
 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: religion; spirituality. 
 

February 11, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. Helping our children cope with anxiety and fear in an uncertain world.  Between the on-going 
shootings in Chicago, school shootings and terrorist attacks around the country and world, 
politics, and other issues, our kids may be anxious and fearful--- particularly if their parents are 
police officers, first responders or immigrants.  Our guest, child and adolescent psychiatrist Dr. 
Joanna Lindell of Advocate Children’s Hospital, says she’s seeing evidence of this in her patients 
as young as four.  Dr. Lindell offered ways for parents to calm children’s fears including using her 
acronym LOVED: L-listen to your kids; O-open up and answer honestly; V-validate their feelings, 
“I hear you;” E- encourage/support/instill confidence and D- discuss and demonstrate ways that 
may help your child feel in control of things.  

2. Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights the One Billion Rising benefit and dance out. 
Issues covered: children’s health and well-being; mental health issues; parenting issues; family matters; 
disaster preparedness; education; community giving; not-for-profit organizations. 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: religion; spirituality. 
 

February 18, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. The dark side of social media.  Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Snapchat are such a big part of 
our lives.  They’re fun, convenient and keep us all connected but there is also a dark side to 
social media.  It can arouse feelings of inadequacy, sadness and jealousy and could be chipping 
away at our self-confidence and self-worth.  Clinical social worker and therapist Neely Benn has 
seen it in her patients.  Ms. Benn, with NorthShore University Health System, explains what’s 
going on, how social media has us making comparisons not based in reality, and why we may be 
looking for validation in the wrong places.  She also offers healthy ways to use social media.  



2. Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights a school supply drive for Esperanza Community 
Services, a non-profit that supports children and adults with developmental disabilities. 

Issues covered: social media; technology; emotional well-being; culture and society; family issues; 
personal health; adults and children with special needs; education;  not-for-profit organizations; 
community involvement. 
 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. “The Soul of America” A special President’s Day performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle 

Choir and Orchestra and Bells recorded at Temple Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: patriotism; spirituality. 
 

February 25, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. Chicago’s Polar Plunge for Special Olympics.  It’s been a brutal winter in Chicago---lots of snow 
and bitter cold temps for weeks on end--- but that’s not stopping plans for the 18th Annual 
Chicago Polar Plunge benefitting Special Olympics Chicago.  Guest Kevin Magnuson, President of 
Special Olympics Chicago, explains the Plunge, how thousands of plungers are expected, how it’s 
their biggest fundraiser of the year, and how people can get involved.  Mr. Magnuson also talks 
about this year being the 50th anniversary of Special Olympics, which started here in Chicago, 
and year-long plans to celebrate the occasion.  

2. Community Calendar with Lisa Allen features an upcoming benefit at Top Golf in Naperville for 
DuPage Habitat for Humanity. 

 Issues covered: Special Olympics; children and adults with special needs; sports; disabilities; community 
involvement; fitness and exercise; charity organizations; volunteering; homelessness. 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: religion; spirituality. 
 

March 4, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. Gigi’s Playhouse.  There are more than 450,000 people in the U.S. who have been diagnosed 
with Down Syndrome and those with loved ones affected say there is a lot of misunderstanding 
about the condition.  A suburban woman is on a mission to change that.  From the moment her 
daughter was born in 2002, Nancy Gianni picked up a lot of negative perceptions about Down 
Syndrome.  As she watched her daughter learn and grow, she realized there was no community 
to help support her daughter and family emotionally so she created a place: Gigi’s Playhouse 
Down Syndrome Achievement Center.  Now there are 36 Gigi’s Playhouse Centers across the 
country, all offering free therapeutic, educational and career training programs for individuals of 
all ages with Down Syndrome.  Guest is Nancy Gianni, founder of Gigi’s Playhouse.  The Chicago 
center is hosting the “I Have a Voice” Gala on Saturday, March 10th in Rosemont.  WTMX’s own 
Eric Ferguson is emceeing the event. 

2. The Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights the DyMynd Angels Fund to help female 
entrepreneurs get funding for their projects. 



Issues covered:  children with special needs; parenting issues; family issues; community involvement; 
charity organizations; education; corporate good citizenship; finances; business start-ups; technology 
and social media. 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: religion; spirituality. 
 

March 11, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. The Chicago Flower and Garden Show supports Get Growing Foundation.  Guest Tony 
Abruscato, Director of the Chicago Flower and Garden Show, discusses this year’s show, 
activities, planning a visit, and the theme of Flowertales.  Mr. Abruscato is also the creator of a 
new not-for-profit in Chicago called Get Growing Foundation, which works to bring beauty to all 
our neighborhoods with clean up and planting projects and gardening programs for people of all 
ages. Proceeds from this year’s Flower and Garden Show support Get Growing. 

2. The Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights a benefit at the Volo Auto Museum for 
Ronald McDonald House Charities Foundation 

Issues covered:  the environment; nature; gardening; culture and society; government programs; food 
safety; poverty; recreation; volunteering; not-for-profit organizations; corporate good citizenship; 
education; children’s health. 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. “America’s Best Idea” A special performance celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the National 

Park Service featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple Square 
in Salt Lake City, Utah.  

Issues covered: patriotism; our national parks; spirituality. 
 

March 18, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Making A Difference”  
Presented by Hubbard Radio Chicago, Making A Difference features the people and organizations 
working to make a difference in our communities. Host/producer is Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs 
Manager.  

1. Ravinia Music Festival supports music in our schools.  The non-profit Ravinia Music Festival just 
announced its summer line up featuring more than 100 musical performances by artists ranging 
from the Chicago Symphony Orchestra to 50 Cent. There will also be a summer-long tribute to 
American composer and conductor Leonard Bernstein on the 100th anniversary of his birth. 
Guest is Welz Kauffman, President and CEO of Ravinia. Mr. Kauffman discusses the summer 
schedule, the Bernstein tributes, new features at Ravinia, and the organization’s 
Reach*Teach*Play initiative that brings music education---including instruments---to more than 
85,000 Chicago public schoolchildren every year.  

Issues covered: the arts and arts education; entertainment; tourism; education; charity organizations; 
community involvement; volunteering; corporate good citizenship; cultural awareness; employment; 
society and health.  

 



7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: religion; spirituality. 
 

March 25, 2018 
6:45am-7:00am  “Mix Matters”  
Weekly public affairs program hosted and produced by Susan Wiencek, WTMX Public Affairs Manager.  

1. The art of connection and staying truly connected to friends and family in an era of Facebook, 
Instagram and texts and tweets. There are so many ways for us to stay connected in our work 
lives and personal lives, and we need those connections to be happy and healthy.  Guest 
Michael Gelb, considered a pioneer in the field of creative thinking and leadership, discusses 
ways to have meaningful connections in our lives.  Mr. Gelb has a worked with numerous large 
companies and organizations and he’s written several books including his latest, The Art of 
Connection.  

2. Community Calendar with Lisa Allen spotlights a local job training/education program called 
Beyond the Diploma, which is free for those who qualify.  

Issues covered: communication; family issues; parenting issues; business; culture and society; tech 
issues; entertainment; education; employment; job training; at-risk youth; not-for-profit organizations.  
 

7:00am-7:30am  “Music and the Spoken Word”  
1. A performance featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra recorded at Temple 

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Issues covered: religion; spirituality. 
 

 


