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7/5/20 

9:00PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1203 

“Peru’s Desert Penguins” 

Along Peru’s barren coastline seabirds reign. Among them is the adorable Humboldt penguin, 

which builds its nests in the guano of other birds. Scientists monitor local penguin populations 

and study the animals’ interactions with fisheries.  

 

7/5/20 

9:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1204 

“American Samoa’s Resilient Coral Reefs” 

American Samoa is home to some of the largest corals on record. Reefs in this remote island 

paradise are thriving, while corals elsewhere are in serious decline. Scientists study what makes 

these corals more resilient than others in the wake of local and global stressors. 

 

07/06/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1203 

“Peru’s Desert Penguins” 

Along Peru’s barren coastline seabirds reign. Among them is the adorable Humboldt penguin, 

which builds its nests in the guano of other birds. Scientists monitor local penguin populations 

and study the animals’ interactions with fisheries.  

 

07/07/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1204 

“American Samoa’s Resilient Coral Reefs” 

American Samoa is home to some of the largest corals on record. Reefs in this remote island 

paradise are thriving, while corals elsewhere are in serious decline. Scientists study what makes 

these corals more resilient than others in the wake of local and global stressors. 

 

07/13/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1201 

“Florida’s Blue Holes: Oases in the Sea” 

Blue holes scattered throughout the Gulf of Mexico inspire a team of exploration scientists and 

divers who set out to uncover the mysteries of what makes them ecological oases. 

 

7/14/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #402 

“Mysterious Microbes” 



On coral reefs, microorganisms are copious creatures. Throughout Florida, scientists work to 

identify key players within this microbial community and directly link a devastating coral 

disease to a human pathogen. 

 

07/20/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1202 

“A Decade After Deepwater” 

Ten years after the Deepwater Horizon oil rig disaster, scientists are still studying its devastating 

impacts on the Gulf of Mexico. Now they are using lessons learned to prepare for the next big 

spill 

 

7/21/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #403 

“Grouper Moon” 

During the winter full moons Nassau grouper gather in large numbers to spawn. Most of the 

known spawning sites have been fished out, but the Cayman Islands are home to the last great 

reproductive population of this endangered species. 

 

07/27/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1203 

“Peru’s Desert Penguins” 

Along Peru’s barren coastline seabirds reign. Among them is the adorable Humboldt penguin, 

which builds its nests in the guano of other birds. Scientists monitor local penguin populations 

and study the animals’ interactions with fisheries.  

 

7/28/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #404 

“Coastal Carnivores” 

Scientists studying the coastal Everglades have made some perplexing discoveries. Bull sharks 

are living upstream where alligators should thrive, and gators are swimming out to the ocean to 

feed. 

 

08/03/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1204 

“American Samoa’s Resilient Coral Reefs” 

American Samoa is home to some of the largest corals on record. Reefs in this remote island 

paradise are thriving, while corals elsewhere are in serious decline. Scientists study what makes 

these corals more resilient than others in the wake of local and global stressors. 

 

 

 



8/4/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #501 

“Coral Hybrids” 

While Elkhorn and Staghorn corals have undergone a drastic decline in the Caribbean, their 

hybrid, "Fused Staghorn," is increasing in numbers in parts of the region. One scientist is 

studying the animals in Belize to see if the hybrid might be better equipped to deal with 

environmental stressors than its parents. 

 

08/10/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1001 

“Dolphins: Breaking the Code” 

Dr. Denise Herzing has dedicated her career to studying a community of free-ranging Atlantic 

spotted dolphins that live in the shallow, crystal clear waters of the Bahamas. Through non-

invasive, in-water observation, she researches the animals’ social structure, behaviors and 

communication. Now modern technology is making it possible to correlate the dolphins’ sounds 

and behavior, bringing Herzing and her collaborators closer to decoding dolphin communication. 

 

8/11/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #502 

“Sunken Stories” 

In the Florida Keys, divers from around the country learn how to map shipwrecks and apply their 

skills on a mysterious 19th Century slave ship. When diving isn't possible, professional explorers 

use high-tech tools to scan objects buried beneath the seafloor. 

 

08/17/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1002 

“Cryptic Critters” 

Deep underwater, on a shipwreck near Key West, lives a tiny potential new threat. Being in the 

right place at the right time, one expert spotted it and immediately knew that it didn’t belong. 

Researchers want to know where this new species came from, and whether its sudden appearance 

spells disaster for the delicate coral reef ecosystem in the Florida Keys. 

 

8/18/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #503 

“Creatures of the Deep” 

Little-known animals spend their entire lives in the Gulf of Mexico's cold, deep waters. New 

research sheds light on the lives of these mysterious creatures of the deep. 

 

 

 

 



08/24/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1003 

“Lords of the Wetlands” 

While American crocodiles are recovering in parts of their range, their future looks bleak in 

Jamaica. Habitat loss and poaching for meat have led to a drastic decline in the population. 

Dedicated scientists and conservationists are working to save the species through research, 

education, and conservation initiatives. 

 

8/25/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #504 

“Reefs of Rangiroa” 

The Changing Seas team meets with researchers in French Polynesia, where scientists conduct 

extensive habitat mapping to create a one-of-a-kind sea floor atlas. Experts also assess the health 

of the reefs to compare and contrast human impacts on reef systems over a large geographical 

area. 

 

08/31/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1004 

“Fishing the Flats for Science” 

Flats fishing is popular with recreational anglers in the Caribbean and the Florida Keys. But until 

recently, little was known about tarpon, bonefish and permit – the species most coveted by sports 

fishermen. Now scientists are studying the fish to better understand their movements, habitat, 

and spawning behaviors. 

 

9/1/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #504 

“Reefs of Rangiroa” 

The Changing Seas team meets with researchers in French Polynesia, where scientists conduct 

extensive habitat mapping to create a one-of-a-kind sea floor atlas. Experts also assess the health 

of the reefs to compare and contrast human impacts on reef systems over a large geographical 

area. 

 

9/7/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1101 

“Cordell Bank: A National Treasure” 

California’s north-central coast is famous for its natural splendor. Only fifty miles northwest of 

San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge lies the Cordell Bank, a magical underwater island few 

people have ever heard of. Protected inside a National Marine Sanctuary, this oasis is an 

ecological hot spot for marine life - attracting birds, sea turtles and marine mammals from 

thousands of miles away. 

 



9/8/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #601 

“Living Fossils” 

In the deep, dark waters off the coast of Roatan, Honduras, strange flowerlike animals flourish. 

These sea lilies and feather stars, known as Crinoids, have been around in various forms since 

before the age of Dinosaurs. Now experts including Dr. Charles Messing from Nova 

Southeastern University descend into the deep to study the animals from a submersible. 

 

09/14/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1102 

“Toxic Waters” 

Harmful algal blooms come in many forms, from toxic outbreaks impacting the health of animals 

and humans, to non-toxic but expansive sargassum mats devastating local economies and 

tourism. Scientists are working to understand what causes these blooms, how they impact us, and 

how we can stop them. 

 

9/15/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #602 

“Biggest Fish in the Sea” 

Each summer, the world's largest known aggregation of whale sharks occurs just off the coast of 

Cancun, Mexico, attracting tourists and scientists alike. Hundreds of these gentle giants come to 

the area to feed on plankton, giving experts the opportunity to learn more about the largest fish in 

the sea. 

 

9/21/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1103 

“Corals In Crisis” 

Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease is devastating Florida’s fragile coral reef ecosystem. But all 

hope is not lost. Dedicated scientists are working hard to find the cause of the disease, treat the ill 

and restore these cities of the sea to their former glory. 

 

9/22/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #603 

“Galapagos: Windows Into the Future” 

A co-production with the Khaled bin Sultan Living Oceans Foundation The unique oceanic 

conditions of the Galapagos Islands serve as a perfect natural laboratory to study how climate 

change may impact corals in the future. Scientists spend a month in the archipelago to conduct 

research as part of the Global Reef Expedition. 

 

 

 



9/28/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1104 

“Mystery of the Humpback Whale Song” 

Each winter, a population of humpback whales migrates to its breeding grounds in the Hawaiian 

Islands. It is here that male humpbacks perform their elaborate and haunting song. Experts are 

studying the purpose of this song and what it might tell them about the animals’ overall fitness. 

 

9/29/20 

5:30PM 

CHANGING SEAS #604 

“Saving Sawfish” 

The strange, prehistoric-looking Smalltooth Sawfish were once coveted by anglers as popular 

trophy fish. But habitat loss and overfishing have greatly reduced the animals' range and landed 

them on the endangered species list. Today, the fish are limited to South Florida,where scientists 

are conducting research to save the species. 


