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1/1/2020 – 3/31/2020 

Changing Seas    

   

1/7/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #604 

“Saving Sawfish” 
Once coveted as trophies, habitat loss and overfishing have greatly reduced the numbers of smalltooth 

sawfish. Scientists conduct research in Florida to save this endangered, prehistoric-looking fish. 

 

1/14/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #701 

“Sea Turtles: The Lost Years” 
After sea turtle hatchlings emerge from their sandy nests, they vanish into the sea. Until recently, their 

journey was largely shrouded in mystery. As technology advances, researchers are beginning to learn 

where sea turtles go during their so-called “lost years”. 

 

1/21/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #702 

“Grand Cayman’s Famous Stingrays”  

Each year, thousands of tourists interact with the tame southern stingrays in the shallow waters of Grand 

Cayman’s North Sound. The impact the ecotourism has on the wild fish is explored. 

 

1/28/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #703 

“Billfish: Battle on the Line”  

Intense pressure from commercial fishing has taken its toll on the numbers of sailfish and marlin in the 

tropical Pacific Ocean. Researchers are studying the billfish to provide data and protect its populations 

from further decline. 

 

2/4/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #704 

“The Secret Sex Life of Fish”  

Few people realize some species of fish are capable of changing their sex. Discover the unique ways of 

how some fish do this and why they evolved this way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2/11/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #801 

“Sponges: Oldest Creatures in the Sea?”  

Recent DNA research sheds light on what were thought to be the first organism to branch off the “tree of 

life”, sponges. Some scientists are suggesting some sponges known as comb jellies, are older than 

previously known. 

 

2/18/20 
5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #802 

“Manatees: Conserving a Marine Mammal”  

Every winter, hundreds of manatees congregate at Crystal River, Florida. The sanctuary provides 

scientists the opportunity to study the endangered mammals. 

 

2/25/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #803 

“Maug’s Caldera: A Natural Laboratory”  

Scientists study the impacts of ocean acidification on coral reefs on the island of Maug in the Pacific 

Ocean.  

 

3/3/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #804 

“Beneath the Bridge”  

The Blue Heron Bridge in Riviera Beach, Florida, is known as one of the best shore dives in the United 

States. It is home to a diverse variety of marine life, from manta rays to starfish. Two species of octopus 

co-exist there as well. 

 

3/10/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #901 

“The Future of Seafood”  

One way to increase fish production in a sustainable way is to move aquaculture operations offshore, 

where available space and currents flush the pens and promote healthy seafood. 

 

3/17/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #902 

“Toxic Algae: Complex Sources and Solutions”  

Lake Okeechobee was once the blue heart of Florida, pumping fresh water down to the Everglades and 

beyond. Now that a dike and canal system control its flow, water releases from the lake create mats of 

blue-green algae. Scientists think water pollution is to blame, causing irreparable damage to the 

environment, the local economy and people’s health. 

 
 



3/24/20 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #903 

“The Fate of Carbon”  

Additional CO2 is impacting sensitive marine ecosystems through a process called acidification. 

Scientists are studying the impact of acidification and its potential damage. 

 

3/31/20 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #904 

“Majestic Mantas”  

The remote Revillagegdo Archipelago off Mexico’s Pacific Coast is a hotspot for giant mantas. Scientists 

studying the local population of mantas conduct experiments to ss if the filer-feeding rays are impacted by 

microplastics. 

 

 


