
WNAB-TV 58 (DTV 23) ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
FOR Q4 2009  
  
  
WNAB has identified many issues of public interest within the Middle Tennessee community, and 
has addressed them through program content, public service announcements, and non-broadcast 
activities. Much of WNAB’s community-relevant programming comes from a program called 
“Comments With Dr. James Haney”, a weekly half-hour series broadcast on Saturdays at 6:00 AM 
that features prominent TSU professor Dr. James Haney discussing current community issues and 
events in both interview and panel-discussion segments.  
  
Another program aired by WNAB that serves community interests is “Hispanics Today”, a weekly 
half-hour series broadcast on Sundays at 11:30 AM that focuses on issues relating to Nashville’s 
growing Hispanic population. This program features segments of particular importance and 
relevance to our viewing public, which includes a burgeoning Hispanic community. 
  
The following is a brief summary of some specific issues addressed by these programs and through 
other means by WNAB during the fourth quarter of 2009:  
  



EDUCATION 
  
HT #913 12/20/09  6 min segment 
Hispanic College Fund: Helping Make Higher Education Possible 
Recent surveys show that among Hispanics who want to attend college, some 98 percent have 
reservations about how they’ll afford it. In response to this disconnect between want and means, 
the Hispanic College Fund started. Back in the early 1990’s a letter to a magazine editor provided 
the spark to start the fund. In the letter, a bright Hispanic student wrote about his despondency 
over not being able to afford college. That letter struck a chord with scores of Hispanic 
entrepreneurs. Two decades later, the Hispanic College Fund has turned into a multi-million dollar 
fundraising juggernaut with one sole mission; To help more Hispanics go to college. 
  
HT #904 10/18/09 7 min segment 
Toyota International Teacher Program: Lessons from Costa Rica 
Each year Toyota, the world’s largest carmaker, selects a handful of teachers and sends them on 
an educational mission. The goal is to provide teacher’s on-site exposure to locations around the 
world, hoping they’ll bring home to their classrooms lessons learned in the field. In this segment 
of Hispanics Today, we go to Costa Rica and see why the environmental and ecological treasures 
found only in this Latin American paradise are so crucial to the Toyota International Teacher 
Program. 
  
COMMENTS #654 12/5/09 22min program 
“Tennessee Department of Education and Literacy” 
This program consisted of a panel discussion with Dr. Haney and other professors from Tennessee 
State University discussing the performance of the TN Department of Education’s effort to 
promote literacy among high school graduates and dropouts.   
 
COMMENTS #655 12/12/09 22min program 
“Tennessee Board of Regents” 
This program consisted of an in-depth look at the role of the TN board of Regents and how their 
policies affect all state institutions of higher education.   
 
 
 
PSA's related to education:  

PSA 30 HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT 
PREVENTION  

Spot from the US Army and the Ad Council encouraging kids 
to stay in school  

PSA HISTORY.COM TOM HANKS Spot encouraging kids to study history with actor Tom Hanks  

PSA 30 I'm GOING TO COLLEGE 
Promoting students staying in school and getting ready for 
college to get a better career  

CITIPASS for MID TN Schools  
Promoting the sale of Citipass coupon books whose proceeds 
benefit school systems in the Middle TN area 

PSA 30 HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT 
OBAMA 

Promoting students staying in school and getting ready for 
college to get a better career  

  
   



 WNAB also promoted education by producing and airing “Westfield Insurance Quizbusters”, a 
weekly half-hour game show featuring teams from local area high schools competing in an academic 
challenge on-air.  This is the only local high-school academic challenge on-air in Middle Tennessee. 
   
 Not only does the program recognize the high academic standards in high schools around the 
area, but it also promotes good study habits and discipline by encouraging schools to practice outside of 
regular school hours to better prepare for the show.   
 
 Additionally, at the end of the series (coming next quarter), the top 8 schools will participate in 
the “Westfield Insurance Quizbusters” tournament, where all participants receive cash academic grants 
for their schools and the top winner in the tournament receives a grant worth $10,000.00.   
 
 Each team that participates in the program receives a tour of the station and production 
facilities as well as an intimate perspective on what goes into a television production and all participants 
and sponsors have been unanimously happy and gratified to be included in this program.  WNAB is 
proud to support academics in Middle Tennessee and we feel that this program, in its second year on 
the air, is the most significant of our efforts to promote education.   
 



  

FAMILY ISSUES 
  

  
 WNAB Sponsored and/or supported the following community events related to Family 

issues during the third quarter of 2009: 
12/1-12/15  Toys for Tots holiday toy drive 

Station promoted this event to benefit underprivileged children   
9/15-16 Cornerstone Church Fall Festival 

Station promoted this event designed to be enjoyed by families  
  
Additionally, WNAB broadcast the following PSA's related to family issues or promoting 
family activities and events  in the community as a part of its regular PSA load:  

PSA 30 ADOPTION 

Spot from the Ad Council promoting adoption as a way to 

benefit the children caught up in the foster system.  Reminds 

families that they don't have to be perfect to adopt a child, and 

provides resources to get more information.  

Cornerstone Church Fall Festival Spot promoting family fun event at local Cornerstone Church.   

PSA 30 Rev Jingle Bell Run 5K 

Spot promoting a fmaily run/walk event held 12/1 in Shelby 

Bottoms.  Proceeds benefited the Prevent Child Abuse 

Tenessee Foundation.  

PSA 60 Youth for Human Rights 

Spot encouraging students to speak out for their rights to 
privacy and ownership, promoting better citizenship through 
exercise of those rights.  

PSA 30 ADOPTION 

Spot from the Ad Council promoting adoption as a way to 
benefit the children caught up in the foster system.  Reminds 
families that they don't have to be perfect to adopt a child, and 
provides resources to get more information.  

    
  



POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT  
  

 Comments with Dr. James Haney 
October 3, 2009, #652, “Bill Allen Case”  
22-min show featured a discussion about the ramifications of the case of Bill Allen, a felon 
convicted under disputed circumstances who escaped prison for 18 years and recently was 
returned to custody despite the claims of many that he was wrongfully imprisoned.  
  

 Comments with Dr. James Haney 
October 17, 2009, #633, “Constitution and Civil War Amendments,” 
22-min show featuring a lengthy discussion about the far-reaching effects of civil war era 
legislation and how those effects are still being felt today in minority communities around 
Tennessee  
  

 Comments with Dr. James Haney 
October 24, 2009, #648, “Freedom Rides Revisited” 
22-min show continuing the series of discussions about the historic protests staged in 
Alabama in the 1960’s protesting the segregationist policies of the Deep South.   
  

 Comments with Dr. James Haney 
October 31, 2009,  #558, “Dr. Martin Luther King @ the 21st Century”  
22-min show examining the current state of political affairs in the context of the vision of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King    
  

 HT #903 
10/11/09  John Trasvina: Mexican American Legal Defense Fund -- 5 MIN SEGMENT 
When he was a child, he was moved by the leadership of Robert F. Kennedy. From that point 
on, John Trasvina knew he would spend the rest of his life following the examples set by 
RFK. Forty years later, he heads MALDEF, the Mexican American Legal Defense Fund, 
dedicated to giving a voice to millions of Hispanics who might otherwise be lost in the 
complex legal system. In this segment, we profile this brilliant Latino lawyer who, under 
President Bill Clinton, was the highest ranking Latino at the United States Department of 
Justice.  
 

 HT #908 
11/15/09  Actor Tony Plana: Tackling the topic of Immigration for Ugly Betty. 
 You can now count immigration among the list of sensitive topics television sitcoms have 
taken on with humor. Recently the hit ABC-TV program Ugly Betty used laughter to help 
diffuse this politically sensitive issue. The actor charged with the task of pulling this off with 
grace and dignity was none other than Hispanic Hollywood legend Tony Plana. In this 
episode of Hispanics Today, we go one-on-one with Tony and learn how he approached this 
difficult role. 
PSA’s related to Politics and Governement:  
 

PSA 60 USA.GOV FOR THE 
PEOPLE 

Promoting the USA.GOV website where critical government 
information can be accessed 

 



        

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY 
  
 Comments with Dr. James Haney 

December 26, 2009,  #629, “Youth Violence and Interpersonal Injuries”  
22-min show discussing the phenomenon of violent tendencies in at-risk youth and how 
those problems can manifest in fights and athletic-related injuries.  
 

 HT #906 
11/1/09   Dr. Elmer Huerta: America’s top cancer fighter  8 MIN SEGMENT 
In Latin America, Dr. Elmer Huerta is a media celebrity, the well-known host of a radio 
medical show. In the United States he is charged with one of the most serious jobs in 
medicine. As president of the American Cancer Society, it is Huerta’s responsibility to 
marshal the tremendous medical, financial and research resources into one cohesive effort 
to combat the scourge of cancer. We meet this dynamic doctor, the first Latino president in 
the American Cancer Society’s 94 year history. 
  
WNAB also aired the following PSAs relating to Public Health or sponsoring fundraising 
events related to health and safety during the past quarter:  

PSA 30 WEAR IT TWRA 
Spot promoting hunting safety by wearing orange vests whrn 

in the woods  

PSA 30 TN Gov Hwy Safety "Car" 
Drunk driving prevention spot from TDOT and the governors' 

highway safety office 

RED CROSS GIVE BLOOD SAVE A 

LIFE 

Spot highlighting the activities of the Red Cross and how it 

helps perople in the U.S.  Appeal to action requesting 

volunteers and resources, provides contact info.  

PSA 30 TN GOV HWY SAFETY 
Drunk driving prevention spot from TDOT and the governors' 

highway safety office 

PSA 30 TN Gov Hwy Safety "Truck" 
Drunk driving prevention spot from TDOT and the governors' 

highway safety office 

PSA 30 PARENTS SPEAK UP 
Spot promoting the benefits of abstinence; web plug and 

phone number provided 

PSA 30 NAT MENTAL HEALTH ANTI-

STIGMA 
Spot using contemporary imagery and video games to battle 

the stigma associated with seeking help for mental illness.   

PSA 30 ALEX'S LEMONADE STAND  

Spot promoting awareness of childhood cancer research and 

soliciting help for the "Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation", 

created to raise funding for pediatric cancer research.  Phone 

number and website plug provided.  

PSA 60 INDOOR TANNING IS OUT Raising awareness of the dangers of tanning beds  



PSA 60 Diabetes Association Exercise 

Man 

Spot from the ADA reminding Men with Diabetes that many 

related problems and symptoms of the disease can be 

mitigated through regular exercise.  Web plug and phone 

number for more info.  

PSA 30 2009 Memory Walk 

Spot promoting fundaraising event held October 24th 

benefiting the Tennessee chapter of the Alzheimer's 

Association.  

PSA 30 MERCY CHILDRENS CLINIC  
Spot promoting the mission of the Mercy Childrens' Clinic in 

middle TN featuring celebrity Darrell Waltrip  

PSA 30 American dental Assoc.  
Spot from dental health professionals reminding viewers to get 

regular checkups for good dental helath  

PSA 30 TN GOV HWY SAFETY 
Drunk driving prevention spot from TDOT and the governors' 

highway safety office 

PSA 15 LUPUS AWARENESS ARTESE 

Promoting awareness of the disease and giving information 

where viewers can gem more information about diagnosis and 

management  

PSA 30 WEAR IT TWRA 
Spot promoting hunting safety by wearing orange vests whrn 

in the woods  

PSA 30 TN Gov Hwy Safety "Car" 
Drunk driving prevention spot from TDOT and the governors' 

highway safety office 

RED CROSS GIVE BLOOD SAVE A 

LIFE 

Spot highlighting the activities of the Red Cross and how it 

helps perople in the U.S.  Appeal to action requesting 

volunteers and resources, provides contact info.  

PSA 30 TN GOV HWY SAFETY 
Drunk driving prevention spot from TDOT and the governors' 

highway safety office 

PSA 30 TN Gov Hwy Safety "Truck" 
Drunk driving prevention spot from TDOT and the governors' 

highway safety office 

 
 

 
 
OTHER 
WNAB also aired many other PSA's supporting causes like financial literacy, environmental 
awareness, humane treatment of pets and other animals, volunteerism, and many other topics of 
interest.  A complete list of PSA's broadcast by WNAB during the fourth quarter can be found 
following this document.   
  
  

 


