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Subject     Description of Issue of Concern

1. Education

 The City Club Forum discusses the return to school in Cuyahoga county during the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the grappling financial burden that follows with providing every 
student with the necessary supplies to succeed in online learning. Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District CEO Eric Gordon had to bridge the digital divide and assure connections 
for nearly 38,000 students in one of the nation's poorest and worst-connected cities. 
These efforts came with a significant cost. Gordon, along with 61 other superintendents 
nationwide, asked Congress for more than $200 billion in additional relief. In addition, in 
November, voters will be asked to renew the district's current 15-mill levy, with a request 
for a 5-mill increase.

 The City Club Forum discusses how the November ballot will contain two proposed levy 
measures: Issue 68, a 15-mill levy renewal with a 5-mill increase for Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District (CMSD), and Issue 70, a permanent 1-mill tax increase to 
support the Cuyahoga County Public Library (CCPL). The CMSD levy will cover 
operating expenses for 10 years. Supporters say that approval would help CMSD 
continue progress made under The Cleveland Plan and pay for needs caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The City Club Forum discusses how our nation's educators have been forced to be in a 
constant state of revaluation of educational practices to ensure that all children can 
continue to thrive during online learning and distance-learning. As the foundations of our 
educational systems have been tested by COVID-19, inequity in education has become 
much more visible and even exacerbated in some communities. Some educators have 
used this difficult time to advocate for a new approach to teaching: a trauma-informed 
approach. This shifts the focus away from students' academic or behavioral deficits, and 
instead focuses on building relationships and learning environments that are conducive to 
social and emotional growth. Much of this shift requires the education community to 
consider equity as a facet of student success, as systemic racism, cultural backgrounds, 
and income level of students has massive impacts on behavior, academics, and social 
development. All children are capable of thriving, and a trauma informed approach helps 
close the gaps between students who have the resources to thrive and those that do not.



 The City Club Forum has an in-depth conversation regarding the critical fight for racial 
equity in education. Cleveland’s education system remains subject to the very ailments 
that perpetuate structures of inequity and exclusion. Recently, the Ohio State Board of 
Education passed a resolution to “condemn racism and advance equity and opportunity 
for Black students, Indigenous students, and students of color.” The resolution addresses 
the need for a revised curriculum that is racially and culturally comprehensive, 
emphasizes the importance of implicit bias training, and calls upon every Ohio school 
district to examine the role of racism in all facets of their schools’ operations– 
particularly in curriculum, hiring practices, staff development practices, and student 
discipline.

2. Children and Family

 The City Club Forum discusses how we are increasingly controlled and organized by 
smartphones and apps along with our relationships maintained on social media. The 
impact of technology on our privacy, kids and families, race and gender roles, and 
democracy has reached an all-time me high and has created a new urgency for discussion. 
What are the costs of this constant interaction with technology, both on an individual 
level and as a society? James P. Steyer, founder & CEO of Common-Sense Media, and 
Julie Lythcott-Haims, the former Stanford University dean of freshmen discuss 
technology's impact on modern parenting and parents' ability to raise the next generation 
of independent and resilient adults.

 The City Club Forum is joined by a diverse group of Northeast Ohio leaders from higher 
education, corporations, and the nonprofit community to share perspectives on the skills 
and mindset people need to find success in the real world. Our world is changing at an 
increasingly rapid pace as technology and artificial intelligence become more dominant 
in the workplace and the world. Most employers list soft skills as the most important 
things they look for in prospective team members. Most recently, it has been discussed 
that success requires mastering the soft skills of adaptability, teamwork, critical thinking, 
communication, and resilience.



3. Community

 The City Club Forum discusses how the United States has one of the lowest rates of youth 
voter turnout in the world. For Americans under 30-years-old, the voter turnout rate is 
nearly 38 percentage points below the rate of eligible voters older than 60. This disparity 
isn't necessarily for lack of enthusiasm or interest. The question is asked, how can the gap 
between enthusiastic youth and lasting political involvement be bridged? Studies have 
shown closing the gap could be made possible by simplifying the means by which eligible 
people can vote, or even automatic voter registration. Potentially lowering the voting 
age is a possible solution gaining national traction, with the goal to lead to an increase in 
interest in politics for America's upcoming generation.

 The City Club Forum discusses how the 2020 Presidential election arrives at one of the 
most contentious racial moments in the last half century. A 2019 Public Religion Research 
Institute /Atlantic magazine poll found that 83 percent of Americans believe the country is 
divided by race. Ours is a time in which our national discourse increasingly echoes 
racially polarized Beltway political debates. Will the upcoming election result in unity or 
more division? 

 The City Club Forum does an in-depth analysis of the results of the first State of 
Antisemitism in America survey, released by the American Jewish Committee (AJC) on 
October 26th.  After sampling more than 1,300 Jewish adults and 1,000 general population 
adults across the nation, the AJC discovered the two groups’ opinions and knowledge 
differ greatly on various aspects of antisemitism. The results found an increase in anxiety 
among American Jews and a disturbing lack of awareness among the general public about 
the severity of antisemitism in the United States.



 For more than nine years in a row, Cuyahoga County’s travel and tourism industry has 
logged record-setting growth rates in visitation. Buoyed by new hotels, restaurants, the 
unveiling of the redesigned Public Square, and the securing of major events such as the 
RNC, the MLB All-Star Game, and NFL Draft, the region’s visitation has continually 
increased at a pace faster than that of the nation. As such Destination Cleveland, the 
nonprofit convention and visitor’s bureau, was on pace to reach the previously announced 
goal of bringing 20 million visitors to Cleveland in 2020. When the coronavirus pandemic 
arrived, the travel and tourism industry was one of the hardest hit industry in the U.S. and 
the world. From February through September, leisure and hospitality represented 36 
percent of the country’s job losses. Nearly a quarter of industry jobs remain lost and travel 
and tourism revenue is predicted to be down 45 percent (nearly $400 billion) in 2020. City 
Club Forum raises the question “How can the travel and tourism industry survive until the 
pandemic subsides and what does that mean on a national, regional, and local scale?” 

 The City Club Forum presents a special, featuring some of the most powerful moments of 
the Democracy Unchained series, aimed to help deepen and broaden the present 
conversation about democracy and connect it to effective action to repair and strengthen 
democratic institutions. It is neither conservative nor liberal but aims rather to advance the 
restoration of respect for the rules of tolerance, fairness, and equality. Much of the work 
ahead requires repairing institutions, “habits of heart,” and political culture that have 
atrophied over many decades. Important parts of the work ahead, however, will require 
new thinking about governance, politics, and policy to meet the challenges of the “long 
emergency” posed by a destabilizing climate, loss of species, and the cascading effects of 
ecological systems failure that will threaten food and energy systems and thereby 
governments, economies, and domestic tranquility.

 The City Club forum is joined by Dr. Arogyaswami Paulraj, Professor Emeritus in the 
Department of Electrical Engineering at Stanford and Dr. John Cioffi, Hitachi Professor 
Emeritus of Engineering at Stanford. They discuss emerging technologies and how they 
can be used to help build an inclusive 21st century city. Over the last few years, city 
mayors and leaders across the United States have been investing in technological solutions 
to address their residents’ most pressing needs, everything from public health and safety to 
smart mobility to expanded internet access. The need for citizen-centric solutions has only 
increased with the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, and many cities are accelerating the 
adoption of digital city services. What are the broadband technologies of the future and 
how can they be deployed to truly bridge the digital divide in Cleveland?



 The City Club Forum presents a follow-up discussion with three speakers from the 
Common Cause virtual events. This discussion focused on what structural changes need to 
be made to increase governmental ethics, accountability, and transparency in the Ohio 
Statehouse regarding a recent incident where Speaker of the Ohio House of 
Representatives, Larry Householder, was discovered to have accepted a $60 million bribe 
from FirstEnergy in exchange for passing HB 6, a $1.3 billion bailout for the struggling 
nuclear power operator. The bailout was described as "likely the largest bribery, money 
laundering scheme ever perpetrated against the people of the state of Ohio" by U.S. 
Attorney David M. DeVillers, who charged Householder and four others with 
racketeering. 



 98.5 WNCX - HD2 PROGRAM THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
(REGULARLY SCHEDULED PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM)
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Public Affairs Program Schedule and Description

Cleveland Connection 98.5 WNCX - HD2 /Sunday 6:00am-7:00am

Produced and hosted by Chelsea Lyons-
Ebbert, this program features interviews with 
heads of non-profit organizations, medical 
professionals, neighborhood and community 
leaders, government officials of all levels, 
authors, doctors, and others who are asked 
about issues of local and national concern.



98.5 WNCX - HD2
MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

4th QUARTER 2020
(OCTOBER 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31)

EDUCATION
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 10-04-20
   The City Club Forum discusses the return to school in Cuyahoga county during the Covid-19 
pandemic and the grappling financial burden that follows with providing every student with the 
necessary supplies to succeed in online learning. Cleveland Metropolitan School District CEO 
Eric Gordon had to bridge the digital divide and assure connections for nearly 38,000 students in 
one of the nation's poorest and worst-connected cities. These efforts came with a significant cost. 
Gordon, along with 61 other superintendents nationwide, asked Congress for more than $200 
billion in additional relief. In addition, in November, voters will be asked to renew the district's 
current 15-mill levy, with a request for a 5-mill increase.

EDUCATION
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 10-11-20
   The City Club Forum discusses how the November ballot will contain two proposed levy 
measures: Issue 68, a 15-mill levy renewal with a 5-mill increase for Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District (CMSD), and Issue 70, a permanent 1-mill tax increase to support the Cuyahoga 
County Public Library (CCPL). The CMSD levy will cover operating expenses for 10 years. 
Supporters say that approval would help CMSD continue progress made under The Cleveland 
Plan and pay for needs caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 



EDUCATION
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 10-18-20
   The City Club Forum discusses how our nation's educators have been forced to be in a constant 
state of revaluation of educational practices to ensure that all children can continue to thrive 
during online learning and distance-learning. As the foundations of our educational systems have 
been tested by COVID-19, inequity in education has become much more visible and even 
exacerbated in some communities. Some educators have used this difficult time to advocate for a 
new approach to teaching: a trauma-informed approach. This shifts the focus away from 
students' academic or behavioral deficits, and instead focuses on building relationships and 
learning environments that are conducive to social and emotional growth. Much of this shift 
requires the education community to consider equity as a facet of student success, as systemic 
racism, cultural backgrounds, and income level of students has massive impacts on behavior, 
academics, and social development. All children are capable of thriving, and a trauma informed 
approach helps close the gaps between students who have the resources to thrive and those that 
do not.

EDUCATION
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 12-13-20
   The City Club Forum has an in-depth conversation regarding the critical fight for racial equity 
in education. Cleveland’s education system remains subject to the very ailments that perpetuate 
structures of inequity and exclusion. Recently, the Ohio State Board of Education passed a 
resolution to “condemn racism and advance equity and opportunity for Black students, 
Indigenous students, and students of color.” The resolution addresses the need for a revised 
curriculum that is racially and culturally comprehensive, emphasizes the importance of implicit 
bias training, and calls upon every Ohio school district to examine the role of racism in all facets 
of their schools’ operations– particularly in curriculum, hiring practices, staff development 
practices, and student discipline.



CHILDREN AND FAMILY
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 11-08-20 
   The City Club Forum discusses how we are increasingly controlled and organized by 
smartphones and apps along with our relationships maintained on social media. The impact of 
technology on our privacy, kids and families, race and gender roles, and democracy has reached 
an all-time me high and has created a new urgency for discussion. What are the costs of this 
constant interaction with technology, both on an individual level and as a society? James P. 
Steyer, founder & CEO of Common-Sense Media, and Julie Lythcott-Haims, the former 
Stanford University dean of freshmen discuss technology's impact on modern parenting and 
parents' ability to raise the next generation of independent and resilient adults.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 11-15-20 
   The City Club Forum is joined by a diverse group of Northeast Ohio leaders from higher 
education, corporations, and the nonprofit community to share perspectives on the skills and 
mindset people need to find success in the real world. Our world is changing at an increasingly 
rapid pace as technology and artificial intelligence become more dominant in the workplace and 
the world. Most employers list soft skills as the most important things they look for in 
prospective team members. Most recently, it has been discussed that success requires mastering 
the soft skills of adaptability, teamwork, critical thinking, communication, and resilience.

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 10-25-20
   The City Club Forum discusses how the United States has one of the lowest rates of youth 
voter turnout in the world. For Americans under 30-years-old, the voter turnout rate is nearly 38 
percentage points below the rate of eligible voters older than 60. This disparity isn't necessarily 
for lack of enthusiasm or interest. The question is asked, how can the gap between enthusiastic 
youth and lasting political involvement be bridged? Studies have shown closing the gap could be 
made possible by simplifying the means by which eligible people can vote, or even automatic 
voter registration. Potentially lowering the voting age is a possible solution gaining national 
traction, with the goal to lead to an increase in interest in politics for America's upcoming 
generation.



COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 11-01-20
   The City Club Forum discusses how the 2020 Presidential election arrives at one of the most 
contentious racial moments in the last half century. A 2019 Public Religion Research Institute 
/Atlantic magazine poll found that 83 percent of Americans believe the country is divided by 
race. Ours is a time in which our national discourse increasingly echoes racially polarized 
Beltway political debates. Will the upcoming election result in unity or more division? 

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 11-22-20
   The City Club Forum does an in-depth analysis of the results of the first State of Antisemitism 
in America survey, released by the American Jewish Committee (AJC) on October 26th.  After 
sampling more than 1,300 Jewish adults and 1,000 general population adults across the nation, 
the AJC discovered the two groups’ opinions and knowledge differ greatly on various aspects of 
antisemitism. The results found an increase in anxiety among American Jews and a disturbing 
lack of awareness among the general public about the severity of antisemitism in the United 
States.

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 11-29-20
   For more than nine years in a row, Cuyahoga County’s travel and tourism industry has logged 
record-setting growth rates in visitation. Buoyed by new hotels, restaurants, the unveiling of the 
redesigned Public Square, and the securing of major events such as the RNC, the MLB All-Star 
Game, and NFL Draft, the region’s visitation has continually increased at a pace faster than that 
of the nation. As such Destination Cleveland, the nonprofit convention and visitor’s bureau, was 
on pace to reach the previously announced goal of bringing 20 million visitors to Cleveland in 
2020. When the coronavirus pandemic arrived, the travel and tourism industry was one of the 
hardest hit industry in the U.S. and the world. From February through September, leisure and 
hospitality represented 36 percent of the country’s job losses. Nearly a quarter of industry jobs 
remain lost and travel and tourism revenue is predicted to be down 45 percent (nearly $400 
billion) in 2020. City Club Forum raises the question “How can the travel and tourism industry 
survive until the pandemic subsides and what does that mean on a national, regional, and local 
scale?” 



COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 12-06-20
   The City Club Forum presents a special, featuring some of the most powerful moments of 
the Democracy Unchained series, aimed to help deepen and broaden the present conversation 
about democracy and connect it to effective action to repair and strengthen democratic 
institutions. It is neither conservative nor liberal but aims rather to advance the restoration of 
respect for the rules of tolerance, fairness, and equality. Much of the work ahead requires 
repairing institutions, “habits of heart,” and political culture that have atrophied over many 
decades. Important parts of the work ahead, however, will require new thinking about 
governance, politics, and policy to meet the challenges of the “long emergency” posed by a 
destabilizing climate, loss of species, and the cascading effects of ecological systems failure that 
will threaten food and energy systems and thereby governments, economies, and domestic 
tranquility.

COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 12-20-20
   The City Club forum is joined by Dr. Arogyaswami Paulraj, Professor Emeritus in the 
Department of Electrical Engineering at Stanford and Dr. John Cioffi, Hitachi Professor 
Emeritus of Engineering at Stanford. They discuss emerging technologies and how they can be 
used to help build an inclusive 21st century city. Over the last few years, city mayors and leaders 
across the United States have been investing in technological solutions to address their residents’ 
most pressing needs, everything from public health and safety to smart mobility to expanded 
internet access. The need for citizen-centric solutions has only increased with the onset of the 
coronavirus pandemic, and many cities are accelerating the adoption of digital city services. 
What are the broadband technologies of the future and how can they be deployed to truly bridge 
the digital divide in Cleveland?



COMMUNITY
Cleveland Connection
6:00am - 7:00am
60 minutes of a 60 minute program
Sunday 12-27-20
   The City Club Forum presents a follow-up discussion with three speakers from the Common 
Cause virtual events. This discussion focused on what structural changes need to be made to 
increase governmental ethics, accountability, and transparency in the Ohio Statehouse regarding 
a recent incident where Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives, Larry Householder, was 
discovered to have accepted a $60 million bribe from FirstEnergy in exchange for passing HB 6, 
a $1.3 billion bailout for the struggling nuclear power operator. The bailout was described as 
"likely the largest bribery, money laundering scheme ever perpetrated against the people of the 
state of Ohio" by U.S. Attorney David M. DeVillers, who charged Householder and four others 
with racketeering. 


