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10 17 2019 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas.  In the first hour Al talks about student debt with 
Richard Vedder. Student debt has become a major talking point in American politics. Among the Class of 2018, 69% 
of college students took out student loans, and they graduated with an average debt of $29,800, including both 
private and federal debt.  Meanwhile, 14% of their parents took out an average of $35,600 in federal Parent PLUS 
loans. This has prompted some Democratic hopefuls to offer free Community College, or to cancel all student debt. 
As Universities face their own issues related to free speech and safe spaces, many students are wondering if it is 
worth their time and money.

In the second hour, Al talks with Philip Yancey about why God allows us to feel pain. Philip Yancey has explored 
thoroughly in his work with the late Dr. Paul Brand, whose work as a leprosy surgeon gave him a unique 
perspective on the matter. Philip and Al marvel at how our bodies bear God’s image.

10 28 2019 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas.  In the first segment of the first hour, Al comments 
on his thoughts on the Amazon Synod.

In the second segment, Edward Pentin joins Al to discuss the ordination of married men, a female diaconate and 
an Amazonian rite.

In the last segment of this hour, ever since Fr. Walter Ciszeks death in 1984, a group of local Catholics have awaited 
his Canonization. Fr. Ciszek was held captive in Russia for 23 years as the soviets believed him to be a spy. His 
family believed he was killed overseas until they began receiving letters from Russia. John Dejak joins Al to discuss 
this story and how the canonization process is going.

In the second hour, ISIS leader Abu Bakr alBaghdadi is dead. He detonated a suicide vest as coalition forces closed 
in on Saturday, killing himself and three of his children. What does this mean for the ongoing fight against ISIS, 
especially in light of the chaos in Syria? Bret McGurk joins Al to discuss this topic.

In the second segment of this second hour, George Weigel joins Al to discuss the meeting for the Synod of Bishops 
for the Pan Amazonian region and a final document which calls for the ordination of married men as priests and for 
women to be considered for diaconal ordination. The document does not have magisterial authority and will be 
presented to Pope Francis, who will issue his own document later.

In the last segment of this second hour, JD Flynn joins Al to talk about Pope Francis closing remarks of the Amazon 
synod where Pope Francis urged the media not to give undue attention to aspects of the assemblys final report 
addressing Church discipline, while ignoring the assemblys diagnoses of cultural, social, pastoral and ecological 
issues in the Pan Amazonian region.

11 05 2019 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas.  In the first hour, first segment, Reggie Littlejohn is 
Al’s guest. Catholics in Hebei, China barricaded themselves in their church Thursday night in an effort to prevent 
the authorities from tearing it down. The church ended up being demolished after the authorities offered 
compensation to build a new church that meets their requirements. Littlejohn explains how social credit scores are 
being used against Chinese churches.
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In the second segment, Al visits with Ed Peters about why Presidential Candidate Joe Biden was denied 
Communion. What does Canon Law say about denying Communion to those unworthy to receive it. Joe Biden 
publicly supports abortion. Ed Peters joins Al to talk about this.

In this last segment of the first hour, Ronald Suny joins Al to talk about the Armenian Geocide.  Armenian 
Americans breathed a sigh of relief last week when the U.S. House of Representatives overwhelmingly approved 
Resolution 296 to recognize the Armenian Genocide, which killed about 1.5 million people between 1915 to 1923. 
Recognition of the genocide has become very politicized, especially for countries looking to improve relations with 
Turkey, the modern day succession to the Ottoman Empire.

In the second hour, Al interviews Rocky Sickmann who was an American hostage in Iran for 444 days. It was 
November 4, 2979 that Iranian college students stormed the U.S. embassy in Tehran, taking 52 Americans hostage. 
Sickmann tells his story and how his faith helped him through the ordeal.

11 21 2019 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas.  Al begins the first hour by commenting about if we 
are living in a Post-Christian nation.  In the second part of this hour, Al visits with Leslie Wagner Wilson.  More than 
900 people died on November 18, 1978 in what has become known as the Jonestown mass Suicide.  But, was it 
suicide?  Or was it murder?  Leslie was there that day and she risked everything to escape with her young child.  
She shares her story.

In the first part of the second your, Al visits with Fr. Timothy Gallagher. We’ve all experienced some form of 
spiritual discouragement. The devil exploits this, trying time and again to lead us into an overwhelming sense of 
disturbance.  Fr. Gallagher pulls back the curtain on these false attempts with gentle reflections that can lighten 
the burdens of everyday spiritual life.

In the second half of this hour, Dr. Ashley Fernandes joins Al.  The Ohio Nurses Association, a union with 11,000 
members, recently endorsed legalizing assisted suicide and committed itself to educating the public about medical 
aid in dying, supporting legislation to protect the rights of dying patients to control the circumstances of their 
death and providing resources to nurses about the nurse’s role in caring for patients requesting medical aid in 
dying. 

12 20 2019 at 1600   Kresta in the Afternoon   120 minutes   Broadcaster, journalist, author and public speaker, Al 
Kresta takes a closer look at current events, issues, and ideas.  This day begins Al’s annual countdown, re-airing the 
best interviews of 2019. In the first hour, Al visits with Dr. William Cook. The fire at the Cathedral of Notre Dame 
brought to mind for many the importance of the Cathedral and how its exquisite beauty has impacted so many.  
There is a real intentionality behind many of the elements of a Gothic Cathedral, they serve symbolic and 
theological purposes beyond their practical functions. To step inside a Gothic cathedral is to step inside the visual 
essence of the Christian faith. Dr. William Cook takes us on a tour of some of the great Cathedrals and their 
importance to the faith.

In the second hour, Al visits with Dr. Lawrence Mead to examine cultural differences. There is a truth about 
Western culture, especially American culture that is often ignored, the U.S. sees itself as an individualist society 
whose people seek to realize personal goals in the world, while most of the non West has a more passive 
deferential temperament. In other words, the West sees life as a project while many others are simply trying to 
survive rather than achieve. This serves as a massive obstacle for those trying to assimilate in America and will be a 
challenge to the country. 

In the last segment of this second our, Al follows up with Dr. Mead, looking at the origins of the Western concept 
of an achieving individual.
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