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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 2nd Quarter 2021
Apr-Jun
KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
2nd Quarter 2021

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
second quarter of 2021: 

1. Health

2. Public Safety and Crime

3. Community

4. Politics 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
2nd Quarter 

HEALTH
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Apr  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Jun 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. 
Total Coverage:   1 Day 5 Hours 44 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered the various health topics of interest to its Southern California 
audience.  The novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-19, has dominated headlines for over a 
year and a half, but one of the emphases in second quarter of 2021 was on encouraging people to 
get the vaccinated.

ABC7 has continued to inform viewers on all aspects of COVID-19.  As COVID vaccinations 
became more readily available with each passing month, California Governor Gavin Newsom 
announced the lifting of stay at home orders for California on June 15, 2021.

As the debate continued for many on whether or not to get vaccinated, ABC7 reported on the 
protests and complaints that occurred when the announcement was first made in April 2021 of a 
digital passport pilot program in Orange County that would prove one’s vaccination status and test 
results.  Protesters had believed that the passports were a violation of people's privacy and 
discriminatory against minorities, the elderly, the poor and those with health conditions who could 
not receive the vaccine. The passport would be visible on the county's official home for scheduling 
vaccine appointments.  It could potentially be accessed through other apps and services, and 
potentially allow people to show their status to get into concerts and on planes.  Then in June 2021, 
California launched the "Digital COVID-19 Vaccine Record," allowing people to keep track of 
their vaccination status online.  The voluntary program is a digital version of the vaccination 
record that has the same information on it as the CDC card. It also includes a QR code that can be 
scanned if needed to prove vaccination upon entering a venue, business or country that requires it.

Eyewitness News also reported on how California Governor Gavin Newsom announced cash 
incentives to push more Californians to get the COVID-19 vaccine and reward those who were 
already vaccinated, ahead of the June 15th re-opening date. The first "Vax for the Win" drawing 
awarded fifteen people with $50,000 on June 4, 2021. Another $50,000 was handed out to another 
fifteen more people on June 11, 2021.  Then, the big prize of $1.5 million was announced June 15, 
2021, to ten lucky people. The state also awarded the first two million people to be vaccinated 
since May 27, 2021 with $50 grocery cards.  Fully vaccinated individuals were automatically 
entered into all the drawings if they lived in California, were aged twelve and older and if they had 
received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Winners were notified by the California 
Department of Public Health, and their names were not made public during the drawings. Winners 
had the chance to either decline the prize, or not have their name publicity associated with the 
winnings.
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PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIME
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Apr 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.   May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Jun 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  1 Day 18 Hours 26 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted airtime on public safety and crime issues during the second 
quarter of 2021.   One story that caught the attention of Southern California viewers was the death 
of six-year-old Aiden Leos, who lost his life during an alleged road rage incident.  This latest 
instance of gun violence also drew national attention.

Eyewitness News covered the story of Aiden Leos, who was fatally shot in the abdomen on May 
21, 2021, while sitting in the back seat of a car driven by his mother Joanna Cloonan on State 
Route 55 in the city of Orange. According to reports, Cloonan was interrupted by another car, a 
Volkswagen Golf SportWagen.  Cloonan responded with an obscene hand gesture, whereby the 
SportWagen slid behind her and someone inside fired a shot. Aiden was struck and later 
pronounced dead at Children's Hospital Orange County.

ABC7 viewers continued to follow the story as the search for the shooter went on for two weeks, 
with a reward of $500,000 being offered for clues leading to an arrest. The suspects, Marcus 
Anthony Eriz, 24, and his girlfriend and driver Wynne Lee, 23, were eventually arrested at their 
home in Costa Mesa in connection with the shooting after police received hundreds of tips, a day 
after the memorial service for Leos.  According to papers filed by the prosecutors, just days after 
the killing of Aiden Leos, the suspects had gotten into another traffic altercation in which the 
alleged shooter Eriz had waved a gun at another motorist, also while driving the same SportWagen 
from the Leos incident. Prosecutors alleged that after the Leos shooting, Eriz had hidden the 
SportWagen at a family member's garage and did not drive it again, instead driving his red truck to 
and from work. Eriz shaved his "substantial beard" on June 3 and "started to wear his long hair 
back in a tie," according to prosecutors. Prosecutors also stated that the couple applied for a new 
job a week after Aiden’s death.

Eyewitness News informed viewers of how prosecutors argued that Lee was also a danger to the 
public because she knew Eriz had his loaded gun in her vehicle and never pulled over to check on 
Cloonan following the shooting. She also failed to call 911 "or do anything to follow up about 
what her passenger had done," prosecutors said.

As of June 27, 2021, Wynn Lee has been released on bail, but has been stripped of her passport 
and driving privileges. She is required to wear a GPS monitor, and is banned from leaving the state 
without permission. Lee is barred from having any contact with Marcus Eriz, or with anyone in 
Leos' family. Both suspects have pleaded not guilty.
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COMMUNITY
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Apr 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Jun 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. 
Total Coverage:  1 Day 18 Hours 45 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on community happenings that affected the station’s viewing area 
in the second quarter of 2021.  One topic that caught the attention of Angelenos pertained to the 
Southern California based company, SpaceX.

Eyewitness News covered the story of SpaceX Dragon, a class of reusable cargo spacecraft
developed by SpaceX, the Hawthorne-based American private space transportation company.  
After six months on the International Space Station, SpaceX's Crew Dragon, which included 
Pomona native Victor Glover, came back to Earth on May 1, 2021. Astronaut Glover made history 
as the first African American to board the International Space Station for an extended mission.  He 
served as the SpaceX Crew Dragon’s pilot and was second in command for the mission. He 
reflected on being the first African American to arrive at the ISS for a long term stay. "I've been 
receiving a lot of emails and messages from folks that say 'Hey, my kids saw you and they're so 
excited. It's great he can look at that NASA TV broadcast and see someone that looks like him,' 
and I think that's important," said Glover. "I think we all need to be able to dream in all colors."
Glover’s fellow crewmembers, comprised of with three other men and a woman, was the first of 
six crew missions NASA and SpaceX would fly as part of the agency's commercial crew program. 
NASA and SpaceX are working with the U.S. aerospace industry to return launches with 
astronauts on American rockets and spacecraft from American soil. 

ABC7 viewers also learned how the homecoming marked the first US crew to splashdown in 
darkness since the Apollo-8 Moonshot, which carried the first men to the moon, back in 1968.  The 
167-day mission was also the longest time spent in space by a crew aboard an American-built 
spacecraft, and was the first fully operational crewed mission for the Crew Dragon capsule.  This 
first successful mission returning to Earth splashed down during the early morning hours under 
parachutes in the Gulf of Mexico, off the coast of Panama City, Florida and was successfully 
recovered by SpaceX.

Eyewitness News also reported on how SpaceX was planning on operating a 6.5 acre facility at the 
Port of Long Beach, and would use the area for west coast rocket recovery operations. SpaceX has 
plans to occupy room on Pier "T," formerly the site of a U-S Navy complex, which was once the 
site of a U.S. Navy complex and for the past twenty years used by a commercial satellite launching 
company, Sea Launch. The satellite company vacated the space in February 2020 shortly before 
SpaceX canceled a deal with Los Angeles. The new deal came after SpaceX twice negotiated 
agreements to take over a vacant site at the Port of Los Angeles, but then both times the company 
backed out of those deals. The deal with the Port of Long Beach is only for two years and 
reportedly includes a clause permitting SpaceX to cancel with ninety days’ notice. 
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POLITICS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Apr 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.   May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Jun 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  14 Hours 3 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted noteworthy airtime to politics during the second quarter of 2021.  
Angelenos have been following two recall efforts, one against California Governor Gavin 
Newsom, and the other against Los Angeles District Attorney George Gascón.

Eyewitness News first informed viewers of the recall petition for Governor Gavin Newsom when it 
was initially introduced in February 2020, and before the COVID-19 pandemic took hold in 
California. Grievances unrelated to the pandemic ranged from his handling of immigration to 
homelessness to property taxes. But the discussion picked up steam after the pandemic. Some of 
his critics believed Newsom was too slow to reopen industries after the state crushed the curve in 
the spring of 2020, while others believed he was not strict enough with shutdown measures, which 
lacked enforcement or consequences for rulebreakers.

ABC7 viewers learned that by the end of second quarter 2021, the recall petition had enough 
signatures for the recall effort to go forward.  More than 1.7 million Californians signed the recall 
petition, well over the 1.495 million verified signatures needed to trigger a recall election, with 
very few people choosing to withdraw their signature from recall petitions.  Some notable 
Republican challengers include:  businessman John Cox, former California congressman Doug 
Ose, former Olympic athlete and transgender celebrity activist Caitlyn Jenner and former San 
Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer. A date for the election has been set for September 14, 2021. It is 
just the second time in state history that a special election will be held to recall a sitting governor.

ABC7 also followed the recall efforts against LA District Attorney George Gascón. In early 2021, 
the group "Victims of Violent Crime for the Recall of District Attorney Gascón" initiated the 
effort. Gascón drew criticism from crime victims and prosecutors over various directives, 
including not seeking the death penalty, not seeking sentencing enhancements in most cases and 
keeping cases involving juveniles out of adult courts. He ran against incumbent District Attorney 
Jackie Lacey in 2020, promising sweeping changes in the D.A.’s office and touting progressive, 
criminal justice reforms. When he took office in December, Gascón immediately issued a blanket 
initiative eliminating three-strike allegations and some sentencing enhancements.

Eyewitness News also reported on Gascón supporters, who called on city and county officials to 
denounce recall campaigns against the District Attorney.  Civil rights leaders stood in front of the 
Black Lives Matter Mural on Jefferson Boulevard, asking for a formal resolution expressing 
"confidence" in Gascón’s plans for reform. He also had the support of California's Largest Labor 
Union, SEIU Local 2015, who along with over 100 community leaders and organizers, gathered in 
front of the Hall of Justice to show their support for the D.A.'s efforts to reform the criminal justice 
system.  They say the Gascón’s policies to enhance safety are needed statewide. 

In order to get the recall on a ballot, organizers will need to collect more than 579,000 signatures. 
That would represent 10% of registered voters. If successful, a recall vote could make it onto the 
ballot in 2022. 


