
9/6  KPAX  Host-Dennis Bragg  

Guest-Rep. Ryan Zinke discussing the Iranian Nuclear Pact, Forest 
Service funding and the fire season, pending government shutdown.  

 
9/13  Not available      

9/20  KTVQ  Host: Jay Kohn 

Guests: Steve Arveschoug Executive Director Big Sky Economic 
Development, Gary Buchanan, Buchanan Capital LLC  

Today’s show was an overview of economic news affecting Montana.  Steve Arveschoug discussed Big 

Sky EDA’s efforts to attract new business to Billings and southeast Montana, as well as efforts to retain 

businesses.   Steve focused specifically on work force issues, including a shortage of trained workers in 

Montana, and what can be done to address the “workforce gap”.   Steve also talked about the 

challenges facing an aging Montana. 

Gary Buchanan spoke about the fed’s decision not to raise interest rates, and how that decision will 

affect Montana’s economic outlook.   Gary also discussed the current downturn in the world of 

commodities. 

We wrapped up by discussing the current race for Montana governor – and the impact of recent court 

rulings on the state of Montana’s effort to shore up its public pension plans. 

9/27  KRTV  Host-Mike Dennison  

Guests: State Sen. Ed Buttrey, R-Great Falls, and Tara Veazey, health 
policy adviser to Gov. Steve Bullock 

 
Topic: The implementation of Montana’s Medicaid expansion in 2016 and future years.  
 
Sen. Buttrey sponsored the 2015 bill that enacted Medicaid expansion, extending government-funded 
health coverage to thousands of poor Montanans under the 2010 U.S. Affordable Care Act.  Veazey 
worked closely with Sen. Buttrey and others on the bill, which was supported by Gov. Bullock. We 
discussed the current review of Montana’s proposed program by federal health officials, who must 
approve it; what may happen if federal officials have problems with the program; how it will be 
implemented next year; which people are eligible; how people will be notified of and apply for the 
program; and the potential socio-economic effects that the program will have on the state. 
 

10/4  KPAX  Host: Dennis Bragg  

Guests: Diane Sands, former Development Director/Historian of the 

Historical Museum at Fort Missoula, Jessie Rogers, Development 

Associate for Historical Museum at Fort Missoula 

10/11  KBZK  Repeat of program aired 9/27 



10/18  KBZK  Host:     John Sherer/MTN News 

    Guests included:  Lynn Chan/National Park Ranger/Engineer 

Brian Chan/National Park Ranger 

Karen Kress/Yellowstone Association President 

Steve Lobst/YNP Assistant Park Superintendent 

The program was about a cooperative venture between Yellowstone National Park, The Yellowstone 

Foundation and several national and international companies to make the old Buffalo Ranch, now a 

study center, completely energy self-sufficient so that generators will no longer need to be used to 

provide power. The ranch is in an extremely remote location and is off the grid, so first diesel and now 

propane generators are needed to provide power. A new system of solar panels and micro-hydro 

coupled with recycled lithium batteries from hybrid cars will be used.   

10/25  Not available  

11/1  KPAX  Host: Dennis Bragg  

    GUEST: Lt. Colonel Jason Hildenstab of Montana Highway Patrol 

Program touched on Montana’s 10% rise in highway fatalities in 2015, and some of the reasons for that 

spike, including several multiple-fatality crashes across the state this past summer. Discussion of 

importance of wearing speed belts and driving to match road conditions, and also avoiding drunk 

driving. He also talked about the growing trend of “drugged driving” with more drivers being impaired 

because of prescription drugs.  

Additional topics covered were implementation of Montana’s new 80 mph speed limit and how the 

importance of slower speeds and caution during the approaching winter driving season. 

11/8  Not available  

11/15  Children’s programming  

11/22  KRTV    Host: Tim McGonagall 

Guest: Meg O’Leary, Montana Director of Commerce 

Topic: A discussion of the Governor’s October Trade Mission to Taiwan and South Korea.  We asked 

about the connections that were made and how the trip could benefit Montana businesses, specifically 

the agriculture industry. 

11/29  KTVQ   Host- Jay Kohn  

    Guests:  Dr. Nick Wolter, Chief Executive, Billings Clinic 



                    Steve Loveless, CEO St. Vincent HealthCare 

Topic:    Proposals to bring two “for-profit” Medical Schools to Montana  

Two companies – The Burrell Group of New Mexico & Manipal Education Americas are looking at 

locating “for profit” Medical Schools in Montana.   The Burrell Group has been discussing its proposal 

with officials at Montana State University in Bozeman, while Manipal has unveiled a similar proposal 

with the University of Montana in Missoula.    Currently Montana is one of only a handful of states 

without a medical school. 

In this program, the chief executives from Billings Clinic and St. Vincent HealthCare discussed the two 

proposals and the impact of locating two medical schools in Montana.   Of prime concern is the impact 

on the existing WWAMI program that Montana has with the University of Washington Medical School. 

Dr. Wolter talked about the impact that 600 graduating medical students would have in a small state like 

Montana, which has a limited number of residency slots available for med students.   Also of concern 

was the “for profit” nature of the schools. 

While Dr. Wolter said Billings Clinic would not be a partner with either of the proposed schools, Steve 

Loveless said St. Vincent is taking a wait and see approach. 

We also discussed what role, if any, the Montana Board of Regents would have related to the new 

medical schools. 

Both Loveless and Dr. Wolter pointed out that both school are still 7 to 8 years away from turning out its 

first graduates. 

12/6  Children’s programming  

12/13  Children’s programming  

12/20  Children’s programming  

12/27  Children’s programming  

  


