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MONDAY OCTOBER 1, 2018  

 

CRIME- FATAL ACCIDENT  - CHICAGO- 10PM PKG  

Two adults are dead, and several children seriously injured in a four car crash on the south side. Police 
were chasing a vehicle when it went through a red light, hitting several vehicles in the 6900 block of 
south Loomis.  The driver of  the vehicle got out of the car after the accident and fled. Police say a child 
was found in the middle of the street. Patrick Fazio- Runs 1:28  

  

SPORTS- CUBS LOSE DIVISION TITLE  GAME- CCHICAGO- 4PMThe Chicago Cubs lost to the Milwaukee 
Brewers in a divisional tiebreaker game  Monday afternoon at Wrigley Field. But the fans 
leaving  Wrigley Field after the game are still optimistic the Cubs will survive a playoff game against the 
Rockies and continue into the postseason. Lauren Petty – Runs 1:53  

  

SPORTS- CUBS LOSE – CHICAGO- LIVE 6PM pkg   

Manager of the Chicago Cubs says lack of offense was the reason for today’s loss to the Milwaukee 
Brewers at Wrigley. The Cubs lost 3-1 , and had to watch the Brewers celebrate their divisional title on 
their turf. But the cubs are  looking to the next game saying they are not defeated by today ‘s loss. Mike 
Berman- Runs- 1:24 

  

ARTS AND CULTURE WNDR MUSEUM- CHICAGO-6PM PKG  

A New pop-up WNDR Museum aims to expand visitors' imagination, combining art and science into a 
cool, trendy museum. One artist talks about how the whimsical space  transforms his view of life 
through art and science .Sabrina Santucci  1:38  

  

POLITICS- JESUS CHUY GARCIA /MAYORAL RACE- CHICAGO-  

After more than a dozen people joining the Chicago mayoral race, Jesus Chuy Garcia sits down with our 
Mary Ann Ahern and explains why he is not running. Garcia is not getting out of politics, but is planning 
on running for a Congressional seat , in which Congressman Guttierrez is relinquishing after his term. 
Mary Ann Ahern – Runs 2:23  
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TUESDAY OCTOBER 2 , 2018  

CRIME- ROGERS PARK KILLING- CHICAGO - 10PM PKG- Friends of  Eliyahu Moscowizc  gathered this 
evening, after learning he was shot in the head while on a lakefront path late Sunday. It was the second 
shooting death in Rogers Park in two days and has people in the neighborhood on edge. Sunday 
morning, an elderly man walking his dog was shot to death. Police are asking for the public’s help in 
solving this crime, but did admit the bullets in both shootings came from the same gun.  Dick Johnson 
Runs 1:54  

  

  

SPORTS- MARATHON TRAINING- ALTITUTDE TRAINING- CHICAGO- 5PM PKG- Athletes trainers 
sometimes use altitutde training methods to help athletes conserve their oxygen used in the Marathon 
race. Lauren Petty spoke with Well Fit owner who says the compreser and filter system pills oxygen out 
of the air making you feel like you’re running at 10-thousand feet and 14 percent oxygen, down from 
the typical 21 percent. It  helps the body absorb and process more oxygen and benefit. Laurne Petty 
Runs 1:58  

  

  

SPORTS- CUBS FANS PLAYOFFS – CHICAGO- 10PM PKG  

It’s do or die night for the Cubs as they take on the Rockies in a wild card game tonight. Most fans are 
confident they can beat the Rockies, after losing to the Brewers on Sunday.  Trina Orlando runs 1:48  

  

  

CRIME- VAN DYKE TRIAL- CHICAGO 6PM PKG- 

Chicago police officer Jason Van Dyke took the stand in his own defense Tuesday, in the murder of 
teenager Leaqun Mcdonald . Van dyke cried on the stands as he described what happened the night he 
shot and killed the teenager. The defense is expected to finish their case Wednesday morning after a 
juror called in sick Tuesday, and court was cancelled. The jury could begin deliberating as soon as Friday 
. Charleie Wojo- 2:05  
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2018  

POLITICS- GUBERNATORIAL RACE DEBATE- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG 

Today death and taxes took center stage as main issues in a televised debate with Governor Ruaner and 
challenger JB Pritzker.  THe governor had to answer questions about veteran deaths at a veterans home 
that contracted Legionaires Disease. And Pritzker had to answer to his actions of taking out toilets in a 
downtown condo in order to save on property taxes. Mary Ann Ahern- Runs 2:15  

  

CRIME- ROGERS PARK CRIME SPREE- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG  

Cops release new video of masked suspect in Rogers Park slayings. It comes as residents jam the Loyola 
Park Fieldhouse to get answers  from police and aldermen, and Loyola University officials. The suspect in 
the video is described as a black man with a distinctive walk- known as duck walk. Each of the victims 
were shot to death, both shot  in the head, both shot in the Rogers park neighborhood and both were 
alone. Police believe each were chosen randomly. Police have brought in 40- detectives in the case and 
are asking for the public’s help.  Dick Johnson runs 2:21  

  

CRIME/SPORTS- ADDISON RUSSELL- CHICGAO- 10PM PKG  

Cubs player  Addison Russell  has been suspended for 40 games without pay by Major League Baseball 
for domestic abuse allegations. MLB waited until the end of the Cubs season to announce the 
suspension, and took more than a year to complete the investigation of the 2017 incidents. Today 
Russell released  a statement about the case, accepting the  suspension. Lexi Sutter- - Runs 2:15     

  

NBC INVESTIGATES – WORST CTA TRAIN LINES – CHICAGO- 10PM PKG   

Which CTA train lines break down the most and why.An investigative analysis shows the Blue line has 
the most mechanical disruptions  of ten minutes or longer, more than any other line. CTA says it’s 
because it’s their busisest and also longest rail line . And it’s also one of CTA’S oldest rail line in the 
system. Phil Rogers Runs 2:59    

  

GOVERNMENT/HOLIDAYS- HALLOWEEN DECORATIONS- ROSELLE- 4:30PM PKG  

For more than a decade a Roselle family as put up a pop-up Halloween display on their front lawn. 
But  this year, the Walsh family was told their display with carport tents violates the village ordinance. 
Dozens signed a petition supporting the family, but Roselle Mayor says while the family is welcome to 
decorate, the structure must go down. The family and others are disappointed in the decision, and the 
family decided not to decorate at all.  Ash- Har Quraishi 2:02  
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THURSDAY OCTOBER 5, 2018  

CRIME- VAN DYKE TRIAL- COOK COUNTY- 10PM PKG  

A jury begins deliberations on Thursday, sooner than people predicted  in the trial of CPD police officer 
Jason Van Dyke. He’s accused of killing teenager Lequan McDonald four years ago. Earlier in the trial, 
McDonald took the stand to defend himself. In closing arguments, both sides accused the other of 
bending the truth as to what really happened. After the deliberations began, the judge allowed two 
alternate jurors to speak to t he press saying they were leaning towards a guilty verdict. Charlie 
Wojciechowski- Runs 2:12  

  

  

CRIME/LAW ENFORCEMENT  -  POLICE FALSE REPORTS- CHICAGO 10pm VO  

A previously confidential filing which was unsealed Thursday alleges an elaborate scheme by 
Chicago Police Officers to cover up the truth of the Laquan McDonald shooting. The filing, 
which is a de-facto roadmap of the case to be brought by Special Prosecutor Patricia Brown 
Holmes, alleges officers Thomas Gaffney and Joseph Walsh, and Detective David March, 
intentionally distorted the true facts of the McDonald shooting, portraying the teenager as a 
greater threat than he had been, in order to shield their fellow officer Jason Van Dyke from 
criminal investigation and prosecution.  The document, known as a proffer, alleges the officers 
created false or misleading police reports in the hours and days after the killing, in an effort to 
distort the official narrative in Van Dyke’s favor. Phil Rogers- vo   
  

  

GOVERNMENT- PARKING RECEIPTS- CHICAGO- 430PM PKG  

The city is in the process of replacing 4,500  parking meter machines , that will be going paperless for 
drivers. Officials say the new touch screen machines helps drivers park without worrying about putting a 
paper receipt on the dashboard. Chris Coffey- Runs 1:25  

  

  

SPORTS- CUBS LOSE/MISS PLAYOFFS – CHICAGO – 6AM VOSOT  

The Chicago Cubs lost to the Colorado rockies in a one game wild card game, taking them out of post- 
season. The historic game went 13 innings, the longest extra inning game in wild card game history. 
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After the game, the Cubs manager pointed to lack of offense as the culprit for their losses in the last 
month.  Lauren Petty - Runs 2:00  

   

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2018  

VAN DYKE –VERDICT- CHICAGO- CONTINUOUS COVERAGE- 12:30PM - 5:30PM – Today a jury found 
Chicago police officer Jason Van Dyke guilty of second degree murder and 16 counts of battery by 
firearm in the killing of teenager Laquan McDonald. After the verdict, jurors and lawyers for both sides 
spoke about the verdict   and protesters marched downtown. On set lawyers and other experts reacted 
to the verdict, many calling it historic and a move to the future of Chicago. Today, a mug shot of Van 
Dyke was released after he was booked at the Cook County Jail. Staff- Runs 5 hours  

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2018  
TRANSPORTATION- LOCAL LIMOS /DEADLY ACCIDENT- ILLLINOIS- 4PM PKG- A deadly accident in 
upstate New York has people focusing on regulations for limousines. Local experts talk about safety, and 
how the limo in question cut the limo in half and then stretched it, impacting its safety.  Regina 
Waldrop- Runs 2:02  
 
HOLIDAY- COLUMBUS DAY PARADE-CHICAGO- 5PM PKG- Most parades in Chicago are filled with 
politicians, but this year's parade had a smaller contingent. People gathered to celebrate the explorer, 
history and Italian American Heritage in Chicago. Charlie Wojciechowski- Runs 1:41  
 
 
ECONOMY- TREASURE ISLAND CLOSINGS- CHICAGO-5PM PKG- Former employees of the Treasure 
Island Stores that recently announced they are closing held a news conference today, saying the 
franchise did not follow state law, giving workers 6o days warning of termination and health insurance. 
A husband and wife that worked at the Lakeview store says they don't have enough money to pay the 
rent, or put food on the table after this month. The store sent out a statement saying they tried 
everything to keep the stores open. Christian Farr-Runs 2:26  
 
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- SOUTHSIDE ARCHERY- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- One of the oldest archery 
programs in the nation is asking for help in continuing the program for children on then Southside. Kids 
learn and participate in archery programs in Englewood a couple times a week, but the program 
organizers say they need a permanent place to teach future archery athletes, both inside and outdoors. 
LeeAnn Trotter- Runs 1:54  
 
ANIMALS- WAUKEGAN- 10PM PKG – A four foot alligator was pulled from Lake Michigan after a kayaker 
discovered it and called police. This isn’t the first time an alligator has been found in the lake. Two were 
found in 2010 in the same month.    Trina Orlando – Runs 1:50  
 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2018  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- HALLOWEEN EVENT- ILLINOIS 6PM PKG-  
A couple with a cerebral palsy child goes all out every year to make their son's costume special for 
Halloween. Anthony Alfano says his son is non-verbal but it's all worth it to make his son smile. He and 
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his wife say Halloween is the one day of the year where people don't see their son in a wheel chair, but 
just another kid trick or treating. Ash- Har Quraishi-Runs 2:02  
 
 
HEALTH- RARE DISEASE HITS CHICAGOAN- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG - A 2 year old girl is hospitalized for a 
rare disease, and Illinois has become one of 16 states dealing with this disease. The Payne’s child has 
been diagnosed with Acute Flaccid Myelistis, a disease similar to polio. Doctors are seeing an uptick of 
this rare disease and are trying to figure out why. Natalie Martinez- Runs 2:22  
 
NBC5 INVESTIGATES-CRIME/VAN DYKE TRANSFERRED- COOK COUNTY/ ROCK ISLAND ILLINOIS- 4PM 
PKG- Jason Van Dyke has been transferred out of county to another jail days after he was convicted of 
second degree murder. Van Dyke was found guilty last Friday of killing teenager Laquan McDonald and 
officials with Cook County say the transfer was not because the officer was threatened or hurt in jail, but 
that the county has a program to transfer high profile inmates  to different jails. Van Dyke is currently in 
a jail at Rock Island County in a single cell. Chris Coffey-Runs 1:22  
 
POLITICS- GUBERNATORIAL DEBATE- CHICAGO- 5PM PKG- In it's second to last debate- Governor Bruce 
Rauner and Candidate JB Pritzker traded insults and accusations at the Sun Times debate this morning. 
At one point, they were talking over so much the monitor had to ask them to break it up. From 
Legionnaires disease to taxes the two continued their slugfest. Mary Ann Ahern- 2:19  
 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER  10, 2018  
 MEDIA- SAUNDERS DEATH- CHICAGO- 4PM PKG- 
 Long-time journalist from NBC5 Warner Sunders passed away at the age go 83. He started out as a 
community activist and worked his way up as a social worker to local journalist and anchor of the NBC5 
News. Everyone from President Obama , to Mayor Emanuel has praised Saunders professionalism and 
community person. Art Norman – Runs 3:07  
 
MILITARY- WWII VET REMAINS RETURN- BROOKFIELD/ARLINGTON HEIGHTS- 5PM PKG 

Today I did a pkg at 5 about a suburban WWII vet from Brookfield. He was killed in Japan. His 

remains were brought home today after 75 years, thanks to the perseverance of his family. 

Today, veterans escorted the remains from the airport to the funeral home.  Regina Waldroup- 

Runs  2:; 27  

 
POLITICS- COLLEGE KID ALDERMAN RACE- 10pm PKG  
A DePaul  freshman student has decided to enter politics and take on the powerful 13th Ward 
Alderman. Dave Krupa spent his high school graduation money on office furniture, not cars or a party 
like his  friends. The Fenwick graduate is running for Alderman and knew early in his life he wanted to be 
involved in politics. But he has his sights on a pretty powerful politician, Michael Madigan, the boss of 
the House’s Democratic party. Carol Marin- Runs 3:15 
 
RED CROSS- HURRICANE HELP- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG  
Red Cross volunteer, Maurie Bowie  is awaiting the call to head out to Florida, to assist victims of 
Hurricane Michael. The Hurricane hit landfall this afternoon.  Bowie just returned from the east coast, 
where he was assisting victims of Hurricane Florence. Ash Har Quraishi- Runs 1:39 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2018  
WEATHER- BIG WEATHER CHANGE- CHICAGO- 4PM PKG- 
 The weather which was in the 60's is expected to make a big drop to the 40's by this time tomorrow. 
Heating experts say the biggest cost for homeowners is not checking their furnace  before the winter 
season. Also covering openings, such as sales between windows and doors. Ash- Har Quraishi- 
Runs  2:11 
 
 
ART- GLASS PUMPKIN EXHIBIT- GLEN ELLYN- 6PM PKG- The Morton Arboretum is sponsoring a national 
art exhibit of glass blowers, making glass pumpkins. Their demonstration of how to blow glass and the 
creating beautiful art is a lost art in this country. The festival is also putting up the glass pumpkins for 
sale.  LeeAnn Trotter-Runs 1:30  
 
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- SCIENCE OF GARDENING- ARLINGTON HEIGHTS- 5PKG -  
A local school program is taking on special education science students out of the classroom and into the 
garden. Husky Harvest  is  part of a hands on learning approach  where kids grow their own food, 
harvest it give it to the cafeteria for students to eat. It's about learning the science of gardening, and 
also driving them a job skill as well. Sabrina Santucci- Runs 1:46 
 
 
SAFETY  SMART WATCH MISDIALS- LAKE COUNTY- 5PM- The new Smartwatch by Apple is causing 
problems for police and sheriff departments because they are receiving misdials to 911 centers. . While 
testing it out at Lake County Sheriff's department, a real misdial came in, and for every misdial, police 
and sheriff officers have to check out the location to make sure everyone is safe.. Apple has not 
responded to the complaints. Charlie Wojciechowski-runs 2:40  
 
POLITICS- LAST GOVERNORS DEBATE- QUINCY , ILLINOIS- 10PM PKG- 
JB Pritzker, Governor Bruce  Rauner continue their battle  in final gubernatorial debate. Taking place in 
Quincy Illinois, the two tangled over the Quincy Veterans home, taxes, budget issues and gambling. 
Mary Ann Ahern – Runs 2:06    
 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2018  
RELIGEON/CRIME- WICKER PARK PRIEST ASSAULT- CHICAGO- 4PM PKG- 
 A Wicker Park priest, Father  Rigoberto Gamez has been arrested for fondling several parish office 
workers in the last two years. The Archdiocese of Chicago has removed him from his priestly duties 
and  a judge has denied bond for the priest. Several parishioners who know Father Gomez are in shock 
at the news. Lisa Chavarria- Runs 1:30  
 
NBC INVESTIGATES= CONSUMER- GOOGLE PLAY GIFT CARDS RIPOFF- CHICAGO – 5PM PM - A worker 
receives an email allegedly from her boss saying she needs to go buy office gift cards for clients right 
away. But later she learns it was a scam, thanks to the bright workers at Best Buy who were helping her 
buy the cards. They recognized that the scam was trying to force her to give out personal information, 
and she called police. Later she explains her company reimbursed her for the loss she took, but also says 
be very careful about reacting to bosses  emails before speaking to them. Chris Coffey- Runs 1:51   
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RETAIL- RIVERWALK DOMES- CHICAGO - 6PM PKG- A local winery is putting up plastic heated domes so 
visitors can still enjoy the Riverwalk with a glass of wine, while in the dead of winter. It's a new sign of 
how the Riverwalk is growing to be one of the strongest tourist locations in the city, both in Chicago's 
warm and cold weather months. Sabrina Santucci- Runs 1:30  
 
 
 
HEALTH- WATER PROBLEMS- CALUMET CITY- 6PM PKG- Mobile home owners received notices saying 
their water is being shut off, leaving dozens without running water. One owner of the mobile home says 
sewage is coming up from the ground, she's living off bottled water  and they need help. Last month, the 
residents of the park said the water was shut off because the owner never paid the water bill.  The 
health department, water department and owner of the  mobile home park have not responded to our 
requests for answers. Lexi Sutter- Runs 2:19  
 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2018 
NBC5 INVESTIGATES: POLITICS- NEW BLAGOJEVICH BOOK- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG-Former Illinois Deputy 
Governor Bradley Tusk, , one of the top men in government when Governor Rod Blagojevich was in 
office releases a new book that tells all on the daily workings in the government at the time. Tusk says 
Blagojevich would rarely show up for work, and that a handful of people were running Illinois 
government at the time. Tusk also says that Blagojevich liked the rallies and the debating behind politics, 
but didn't like the day to day hard work. Phil Rogers- Runs 2:30 
 
ECONOMY- SEARS FILES FOR CHAPTER 11 - CHICAGO- 5PM PKG- Sears Holdings filed for Chapter 11 
Bankruptcy protection overnight, ending an era of an American icon. Experts say the retail giant was a 
victim of its own success. When Sears started growing as a mail order giant, over time it became a victim 
of it, losing out to Amazon and other e-mail retailers. Charlie Wojciechowski- Runs 2:46  
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- KEVIN SMITH HERO- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- A local Chicago resident answered 
the call to film actor/director Kevin Smith who tweeted out a request for someone to deliver food from 
veggie grill in the loop to O’Hare, where smith was waiting for  flight. After Alex Smith agreed to it, the 
actor gave him 200 dollars, and a photo. Trina Orlando- Runs 2:06  
 
NBC INVESTIGATES- POLITICS/CONSUMER- PROTECTING YOUR VOTE- ILLINOIS- 10PM PKG  
The midterm elections are weeks away and Illinois officials want to make sure not to have a repeat of 
what happened in 2016 elections. That’s where the state election board confirmed their voting rolls had 
been hacked. Now election officials are taking steps to safeguard the voters’ information, beefing up 
security measures. Katie Kim- Runs 3:06 
 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2018  
POLITICS- ELECTION SECURITY- ILLINOIS-5PM PKG- Today Illinois election officials announced how they 
have moved towards a more secure election this year, in light of the 2016 Russian hack on Illinois 
election database. One of the changes this year is adding the Illinois National Guard cyber unit to be 
called in case of any issues that arise. Christian Farr 2:32  
 
NBC5 RESPONDS-TRANSPORTATION -  KIA FIRES- KENOSH  - 4PM PKG-  a Kenosha driver says her car 
exploded last May when she was driving on I-94 outside of Milwaukee. She said her Kia card exploded 
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dead on arrival. Pictures show there was a hole that blasted through the engine, which would cost 6500 
dollars. Other Kia owners have had similar problems. But Kia would not pay for the repairs, saying no 
cause of the fire was their fault. The car continues to sit at the dealership while she tries to get the 
company to pay. Today Kia also stated they would stop paying for the rental car .  Lisa Parker – Runs 
3:28  
 
GAMBLING- MEGAMILLIONS- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG- The jackpot for the Megamillions jackpot has 
reached 667 million dollars for tonight's drawing. It's the third largest jackpot in Megamillion history. 
Many have high hopes as they buy their tickets an wait anxiously for the numbers.  Natalie  Martinez 
Runs 1;46  
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- EDUCATION/ART - SYMPHONY OF CHANGE- CHICAGO- 5PM PKG-A 
local  group of musician takes his talents to the classroom, teaching youngsters how to read and play 
music. The group, called a Symphony of change also expanded the program for students to learn about 
production of music, including engineering and recording. Sabrina Santucci- Runs 1:45  
 
CRIME- MISSING MAN- DANIEL JARSKY- KANKAKEE COUNTY- 6PM PKG- Daniel Jarsky, a 
beloved  retired teacher in the area has been missing for more than a  month ago  and the family is 
hoping anyone might be able to find him. His sister, who has been searching with volunteers each 
day  says he would never just disappear like he did. They’ve reached out to a local missing persons show 
in hopes someone has some information they could share.   Regina Waldrop- Runs 1:48  
 
NBC INVESTIGATES- SUBSCRIPTION HEALTHCARE- BOLINGGROOK/ LAGRANGE  10PM PKG – If you can 
have unlimited movies with  a cable service   or gym visits under a subscription plan , why not a 
subscription for your health care. It’s actually happening, where people paying a monthly fee for 
unlimited visits to your physician and no insurance is involved. There are at least 20 programs in the 
Chicago area , and doctors say  the monthly fee covers many lab tests in addition to regular care. And it 
even can cover some prescription costs.  Lauren Petty- Runs 3:04  
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2018  
ANIMALS- PETS RESCUED FROM HURRICANE-CHICAGO 4PM PKG - Paws Animal Rescue group returned 
from Florida with vans of animals needing medical care and foster parents, following Hurricane Michael. 
Most of the dogs and cats were in pretty good condition and could be ready for adoption as early as 
Thursday.  Sandra Torres- Runs- 2:05  
 
POLITICS- MAYOR EMANUEL'S LAST BUDGET - CHICAGO- 11AM PKG - Mayor Emanuel announced next 
year's budget , which will not include any new taxes, This budget is also the last one which the council 
will pass under the mayor, because he has decided not to run for re-election next year, Critics of the 
budget says the budget only passes  Chicago debt  issues down to the next Mayor. Runs 2:03 
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- TECHNOLOGY/HEALTH- ILLINOIS-6PM PKG-A robot has been developed to 
help 11 year old Max Castillo attend school. Attending school can be hazardous to his health because of 
his genetic disorder and allergies. But administrators found the answers- using a teleconference robot 
bring the school to him. Ash Har Quraishi- Runs 1:54  
 
NBC INVESTIGATES- CONSUMER- LYFT DRIVERS- ARE THEY INSURED- 10PM PKG-  
Many drivers are unaware that even with insurance, insurance companies may not cover drivers in 
accidents or crimes, because they never told insurance they were driving a Lyft when driving a car. 
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Another driver was involved in an accident, and was not covered because they did not cover Uber and 
Lyft drivers in every scenarios. it also brings very large premiums. Phil Rogers- Runs 3:26 
 
THURSDAY , OCTOBER 18, 2018  
POLITICS- PRITZKER DISCRIMINATION LAWSUIT-CHICAGO- 5pm PKG-  
Democratic gubernatorial candidate JB Pritzker denied there was racial discrimination within his 
campaign's ranks, stating the lawsuit filed had holes in it, and that it was a last ditch effort to derail his 
campaign.  But NBC5Chicago spoke to several staffers who said there was discrimination going on with 
African American and Latino workers in the campaign. Mary Ann Ahern- Runs 2:50  
 
CRIME- CARJACKING LEADS TO ACCIDENT-OAK FOREST- 10PM PKG -Police are searching for a suspect 
who committed several carjackings Thursday  afternoon and hit a police officer and construction worker 
during the police chase. The police say the suspect approached a couple at an Orland Park restaurant , 
demanded their car and took off. Police say he fled in the stolen car , hit a construction worker , and 
took off on foot. The suspect then carjacked another person, and hit a police officer as he was leaving 
the scene. The officer and construction worker did were taken to the hospital in good to fair 
condition.  Patrick Fazio- Runs 2:06 
 
GAMBLING- WINNING THE LOTTERY- ILLINOIS- 10PM PKG- the Megamillion approaching a billion dollar 
jackpot  this Friday, . The odds of winning are one in 300 million, but that didn't stop the surge of people 
with hopes and dreams of winning the big jackpot.  Trina Orlando- Runs 2:00 
 
NBC5 RESPONDS- CONSUMER/TRANSPORTATION-WASHINGTON/ILLINOIS- 430pmPKG- The heads of 
Kia and Hyundai are being summoned to Washington to testify in front of a congressional committee 
about safety concerns surrounding fires in their cars. We spoke to several car owners who said they've 
had major engine repairs because of fires in their vehicles in which the company would not cover repair 
costs. Lisa Parker- Runs  2:03 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2018  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- MOUNTAIN MAN FOR CANCER- CHICAGO- 11AM VOSOT- A brain tumor 
survivor Alex Pancoe has scaled the highest peak in Indonesia for a 2 year old battling a brain tumor. 
every time he scales one of the seven summits, he raises money for kids with cancer and plants the w 
flag. He shows off his pictures of the him on the summit peaks. Kye Martin- Runs 2:06  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT- JEFF SESSIONS- CHICAGO – 5PMPKG- Jeff Sessions, speaking at a law 
enforcement conference  blasts the city’s consent decree in today’s speech, says the Chicago Consent 
Decree is not democratic . He defends the police but blames the American Civil Liberties Union, saying 
the results of the decree are catastrophic, claiming drop in police stops, and an increase in the homicide 
rate. But his facts are wrong, the homicide rate has gone down.  Sessions also took a swipe at Chicago’s 
Democratic Mayor . Charlie Wojciechowski- Runs  2:11  
 
GAMBLING- MEGAMILLIONS LOTTERY- CHICAGO- 10pm PKG- The Megamillion jackpot has almost hit a 
billion dollars  for Friday's drawing, and in Chicago the lottery was giving away free tickets. Plenty 
showed up for the free tickets,  with the long lines circling the Thompson center, and people dreaming 
big of what they would do if they won. Natalie Martinez- Runs   1:31  
 
NBC 5 INVESTIGATES- CRIME- DAISY HAYES ARREST- 10PMPKG - Chicago police have made and arrest 
in the disappearance of 65- year old Daisy Hayes. Her family says the grandmother was stuffed into a 
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suitcase and part of the crime was caught on tape. The family says the grandmother’s boyfriend Jimmy 
Jackson murdered Daisy Hayes inside a Chicago Housing building, and the tape shows him struggling 
with a suitcase, . Her body was never found.  Jackson has been missing as long as her grandmother has 
been gone  and NBC5 investigates has found a warrant for his arrest on one murder charge. Jackson had 
also been charged with murder in 1985 but that case was dropped after a witness failed to show up in 
court.  Jackson  was  arrested in Memphis earlier this week. Rob Stafford – Runs 1:36  
  
 
MONDAY , OCTOBER 22, 2018  
 
EDUCATION/SAFETY- LYONS SCHOOL HIRING – LYONS – 10PM PKG  
Today a school district board met to hear public comment about hiring  a 6th grade  English teacher, 
accused of attempted murder. The teacher, Andres Rodriguez,  is accused of attempted murder 
for  shooting a motorist seven times in a traffic fight. Rodriguez says it was self defense.  Tonight parents 
spoke out with concerns about their children’s safety and the board said they only became aware of the 
charges on October 18th. Rodriguez has been placed on leave until the board can conclude its review. 
Natalie Martinez-Runs 1:58  
 
ACCIDENT- MANSION FIRE- DOLTON – 10PM PKG  
Neighbors say Dolton house decimated in massive fire was once owned by ex-Bull Dwyane Wade. 
Officials say the fire was suspicious and police have a person of interest in custody. The owners of the 
home were not home at the time of the fire, and neighbors say they heard an explosion before seeing 
flames coming from the mansion. Trina Orlando Runs 2:03  
   
 
CRIME- EXPRESSWAY SHOOTING-CALUMET PARK – 10PM VO/SOT  
Three people were shot and  the car they were in crashed on Interstate 57 near 123rd street. First 
responders first arriving on the scene thought it was an accident until they found three people with 
gunshot wounds. Police say all three males  were transported to area hospitals in critical condition.  One 
person was taken into custody, and police shut down the expressway. Dick Johnson- Runs 1:58  
 
 
POLTICS – EARLY VOTING EXPANSION- COOK COUNTY-4:30PKG  
With a little Early voting options expand across Illinois. Today the cook county clerk’s office announced 
they were opening new sites for early voting, and said they expect a bigger turnout  for  this year’s 
midterm elections. Kye Martin- Runs 2:00    
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE-  6 YEAR OLD –CANCER - MONTGOMERY -6PM – A six year old girl with 
leukemia  shares brave beauty project with other leukemia patients. Her mom Lindsey 
Carr,  makes  unique dresses and outfits for other kids in hospital thanks to the donations of fabric from 
others.  Maren , the six year old says she likes picking out the different fabrics and delivering the outfits 
to kids.  Sabrina Santucci- 1:43  
 
 
TUESDAY , OCTOBER 23, 2018  
 
POLITICS- UNHOLY AD- WOOD DALE/LISLE- 6PM PKG- Governor Rauner has released a new political ad, 
in which he mocks the  union of his rival JB Pritzker and Michael Madigan. The ad shows the bak of two 
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men, imokying a same sex union and also uses profanity in the ad. Both candidates and the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender  community react to the ad. Mary Ann Ahern- Runs 2:23  
 
CLEARING THE SHELTER - HURRICANE ANIMALS - CHICAGO- 5PM PKG- A local shelter which rescued 
animals from Florida's Hurricane Michael  last week has adopted local animals in order to make room for 
the  Hurricane animals. The shelter's director says they are seeing all kinds of medical issues with the 
35  rescued pets, and plan to foster them in Chicago before returning them to Florida. Sabrina 
Santucci—Runs 1:31   
 
GAMBLING- MEGAMILLION HISTORIC JACKPOT- CHICAGO- 6PMPKG - The numbers for 1.6 billion dollar 
jackpot for the Mega Millions lottery game is scheduled to be drawn tonight, but the odds of winning 
are one in 300 million chances. So we spoke to a money manager who said if you just replace the  10-20 
dollars a week that you might spend on the jackpot into a money fund, the results will be much better 
on your return. But that didn't stop people in line from buying tickets, who say they are getting caught 
up in the hype and that you have to play to win. Chris Hush- Runs 3:21  
 
ECONOMY- HOBO CLOSINGS - FOREST PARK- 430 PKG- This week, Home Depot outlet stores in the 
suburbs announced they may be closing in Illinois and Wisconsin if they can’t find a buyer. The closure 
means  is  big hit for tax revenue and for hundreds of workers just before the holidays. The  west 
suburban town of Forest Park which  has been open since September of 2017  has nearly 100 
workers.   Regina Waldrop- Runs 2:22  
 
ENTERTAINMENT- HH HOLMES HOTEL- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- As Halloween approaches, why not 
consider staying over the weekend at a hotel designed to pay homage to one of Illinois's first serial 
killer.? Decked out with fake bones, blood and costumes from when Holmes came to the World's fair in 
the 1800's is set up in the rooms . Holmes  where he was accused of abducting young women visiting 
Chicago for the fair, torturing and killing them. Leeann Trotter- Runs  1:57  
 
NBC 5 RESPONDS- AIR BAG CONTROVERSY – ILLINOIS- 4PM –  Frank Llewellyn , an owner  of a GMC 
Yukon   is trying to find out who is responsible  for fixing a defective airbag , because his  airbag light 
went on two uyears ago. . First he was told the airbag should be replaced, but General Motors says it’s 
the airbag maker should be  notified, not them.  Lisa Parker- Runs – 3:32  
 
 
WEDNESDAY , OCTOBER 24, 2018  
 
CRIME- SUSPICIOUS PACKAGE- CHICAGO/ DC- 5PM PKG /10PM PKG Secret service reports that 
Democrats across the country including Hillary Clinton, President Clinton and President Obama were 
targeted with suspicious packages at their home and offices. No one has been reported injured, but 
evacuations took place and police and fib are searching for the suspects. After the incidents, President 
Trump condemned the action, but later at a Trump rally continued his rhetoric against Democrats. 
Mayor Emanuel and Senator Dick Durbin weigh in on the crimes. Mary Ann Ahern-Patrick 
Fazio  Runs 4:42    
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT- CONSENT DECREE HEARINGS- 4:30PM PKG Today marks the first of two public 
hearings in federal court concerning Chicago's consent decree. Some who testified said it was a good 
start, but didn't go far enough , while others say its over reach which could hurt law enforcement from 
doing their jobs. CHRISTIAN FARR- Runs 2:22  



 

WMAQ CHICAGO – 4Q 2018 Page 14 
 

 
TRANSPORTATION-AURORA BAD STRETCH- AURORA- 5PM PKG- A family injured from a car accident at 
a stretch of road in Aurora are now petitioning for a stop light, saying there's a pattern of accidents. Last 
week,  Jessica Morelli  and Anthony   were hit by a vehicle at Butterfield and Eola, causing serious 
injuries. The couple had just been married and moved into their first home. IDOT says while they have 
no immediate plans to put in a stop light, they are investigating the intersection. Ash- Har- Runs 2:26  
 
NBC 5  INVESTIGATES - HACK THE VOTE-  ILLINOIS/INDIANA 6PM PKG-Voting machines in Illinois and 
Indiana need upgrading, just weeks away from the Election. A hacking conference demonstration show’s 
how easy it is to hack a machine. Illinois’s voting machines are so old, they may not have equipment for 
the machine anymore.  
All votes  are backed up with paper ballot in Illinois. But not the case in Indiana. Katie Kim- runs 2:26  
 
HEALTH- CANCER CLUSTERS-MERRIONETTE PARK -- 10PM PKG  
Concerns about cancer clusters in South suburb were brought to the forefront tonight with a meeting. 
Neighbors discussed their concerns when they found out how many people have died or have cancer. 
They want the state to do a study which may show why so many have come down with cancer in their 
neighborhood. Natalie Martinez- 2:08 
 
THURSDAY , OCTOBER 25, 2018  
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- PENNIES FOR PIZZA-MOUNT PROSPECT- 5PM PKG- A local school is giving back 
to veterans with a Pennies for Pizza Campaign. Not only are the elementary students donating their 
change, but also are working on math skills by counting up the pennies. The kids say they like to help but 
also they wanted veterans to enjoy pizza. Sabrina Santucci-Runs 1:43 
 
CRIME- SUSPICIOUS PACKAGES- OBAMA'S HOME- 6PM PKG- Security is tight at President Obama’s 
home in Kenwood  after suspicious packages containing pipe bombs were found at his Washington DC 
home, as well as President Clinton's home, Vice President Biden's state, and the homes of two 
Congressmen , an actor , a media company and former CIA chief. All of the victims of the pipe bombs 
were critics of President Trump and most  are Democrats. Officials stress no threat to Chicago , and 
Senator Durbin says the divisive rhetoric has to stop.  PATRICK FAZIO- 2:27 
 
ACCIDENT METRA TRACKS ACCIDENT-BERWYN -  6AM - Poles and wires on the BNSF line tracks in 
Berwyn led to major delays for commuters in this morning’s ride. Passengers were forced to wait on the 
train while electrical crews took the wires off the freight train and tracks. No one was injured.  Metra 
spokesperson  gave us a live phone update in the  6am show . Kye Martin/Mike Lorber 2:00  
 
DIVERSITY- STAND UP TO HATE- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- Last year a nanny taking care of preschool 
children received racially charged hate mail leading to the community to stand up for her. This year, the 
community held another neighborhood playdate for their kids, standing up against hateful acts. Anayeli 
Ruiz- Runs 1:51  
 
 
 
FRIDAY ,  OCTOBER 26, 2018  
HEALTH- LEGIONAIRRES DISEASE- CHICAGO/MCHENRY COUNTY-10pm  PKG  
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Health officials have confirmed that cases of legionnaire’s disease have been found in Chicago's Loop 
and Mchenry county locations. One of the locations in Chicago was at a nursing home, while the other 
was found at a Walmart in McHenry County. Regina Waldroup- Runs 2:04  
Legionnaires' disease found in McHenry County Walmart, Chicago nursing 
home http://nbcchi.com/LBdFpAV 
 
TERRORISM- PIPE BOMBS ILLINOIS- CHICAGO-  5PM/10pm PKG  
As  the FBI, and ATF continue to investigate the pipe bombs sent to former Democratic presidents, as 
well as Congressional democrats and former cabinet members, officials confirm that Chicago 
Congressman Luis Gutierrez also was the target of one of the pipe bombs. Gutierrez has been an 
outspoken critic of President Trump, as have all the other targets. Earlier Friday, officials confirm they 
have arrested a former stripper who lived out of his van and a big Trump supporter as the suspect in the 
pipe bomb mailings. Phil Rogers/ Natalie Martinez- Runs 2:07  
 
REAL ESTATE- DOLLAR LOTS- CHICAGO -5 vosot  
Today, the Mayor announced more vacant lots that will go for sale to homeowners and businesses for a 
dollar, as long as they commit to the renovation of the lots. Community members who have been the 
recipient of the last dollar lot sale says taking blighted neighbourhoods and fixing them up really can 
bring up a community. Runs: 50  
  
CRIME- RESTAURANT OWNER KILLED- LAKE IN THE HILLS-4PM PKG  
Friends of Peter Rim are asking supporters to pack his restaurant and eat his cuisine  as a way to honor 
him. Rim who owns two restaurants was shot and killed in Chicago. Lexi Sutter- Runs 2:25  
  
 
 
MONDAY , OCTOBER 29, 2018   
TERRORISM- SYNAGOGUE SHOOTINGS- LOMBARD/PITTSBURGH- 10PM PKG-  
The sister of two brothers, Cecil  and David Rosenthal killed in last weekend’s synagogue shooting is 
from the Chicago area and goes to a synagogue in Lombard. Today her community at the synagogue are 
praying for her, her family and all victims of Pittsburgh’s killing.  Natalie Martinez- Runs – 1:56  
 
TERRORISM- LOCAL VIGILS- SKOKIE- 10PM PKG – Hundreds of supporters gathered at  a Skokie Temple 
in the northern suburbs to pray and honor those killed in Pittsburgh massacre.  
Some say they came because they wanted the Jewish community to know they weren’t alone. A 
Holocaust survivor says the hate has to stop. Dick Johnson – Runs 1:52  
 
POLITICS- RAUNER – ILLINOIS- 5PM  PKG- Governor Rauner invites the media to his bus tour around 
Illinois, talking about the cost of his  campaign, the issues concerning Illinois residents that he has 
spoken to and his billionaire opponent JB Pritzker. He also explains what happened when he went 
downstate for a rally for President Trump.  Phil Rogers- Runs 2:22  
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- PHYSICIAN OF THE YEAR- CHICAGO - 430PKG –  Doctor Thomas Huggett has 
treated patients from everything from food problems to addiction issues. He has been given the award 
of Illinois Family physician of the year from the academy of family physicians. His co- workers as well as 
patients say it’s well deserved. He looks at healthcare with compassion.  Lauren Petty – Runs 1:55  
 
TUESDAY , OCTOBER 30, 2018  

http://nbcchi.com/LBdFpAV
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ACCIDENT- THREE KIDS KILLED- FULTON COUNTY, INDIANA - 6PM LIVE/10PM LIVE - Three children 
which include a pair of twins and a young girl were killed walking to a school bus this morning. Police say 
a driver disregarded the bus's stop sign and plowed into the kids who were crossing the street to go pick 
up the bus. The ***year old driver was arrested and charged. The children's uncle at the scene says the 
kids were great children, and their mom is devastated. Regina Waldrop/Natalie Martinez- Runs 5:44  
 
ECONOMY- CARSONS RETURNS- EVERGREEN PARK- 5PM PKG-  
Carson's, whose parent company Bon Tel declared bankruptcy is returning to Evergreen Park's closed 
store for Black Friday. This is a huge boost to the village,according to the Mayor.  Local residents say 
they depended on the store and are excited to see it come back. Chris Hush - Runs 2:03 
 
POLITICS- ONE WEEK UNTIL ELECTION DAY- 4PM PKG- It's one week until election day and the 
gubernatorial candidates are criss-crossing the state in hopes of getting those undecided voters on their 
side. Both candidates have spent millions, making this race one of the most expensive in the 
country.  Mary Ann Ahern - Runs- 2:02  
 
IMMIGRATION- TRUMP BIRTHRIGHT PLAN/14TH AMENDMENT REACTION- CHICAGO- 5PM PKG- 
Congressional members from Illinois spoke out about President Trump's statement that he can use an 
executive order to change the 14th Amendment and stop citizenship for children born in the U.S from 
illegal immigrant parents. Democrats slammed the president's statement and vowed to stop him, where 
as Republicans nationally were in support or quiet on the subject. One woman, who did not want to be 
identified and is pregnant  said she left her country of Honduras because of domestic violence and 
needs citizenship for her family. Ash Har Quraishi- Runs 2:32   
 
MAKING A DIFFERNCE- LOCKPORT HORSES –LOCKPORT -   6PM PKG-A group of women have taken it 
upon themselves to save an adopted horse farm, helping animals with their own money, doing all the 
work on the farm, and caring for the injured animals which were brought here for care and eventual 
adoption.  But they are struggling and need help from the public. Lisa Chavarria- Runs 1:45  
 
TECHNOLOGY- APPLE PRODUCT CHANGES- CHICAGO= 4PM PKG=- Apple introduced the I-PAD in 2010 
and more than eight years later , more than 400 milllion of the tablets have been sold. Now Apple is 
making some big changes to the latest I-PAD, including making them faster, and running programs like 
Photoshop, and expanding the screen, but getting rid of the home button. Charlie Wojciechowski- Runs 
1:59  
 
 
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 31, 2018  

NBC 5 INVESTIGATES- POLICE – MENTAL HEALTH TRAINING 10PM PKG- After a woman was shot by 

Elgin police, area police officials have begun training their officers to deal with emotionally disturbed 

people. The family of the Cynthia Clements  killed by Elgin police talk about the different ways police 

could have handled the situation. Cit- Crisis intervention Team trains officers how to handle 

individuals  with mental illness. Last year, Cook Co. officers dealt with 500 such individuals.   Chris 

Coffey- Runs 2:00  

ACCIDENT- INDIANA BUS CRASH- ROCHESTER INDIANA- 10PM PKG  - The family of the 3 children killed 

in yesterday’s bus accident had pleaded for  safer  bus routes for her  kids to board the bus. Today, one 
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day after the accident, the school made the changes. The driver of the car that plowed into the kids now 

faces homicide charges and the local church is planning to hold a vigil for the three children on 

Thursday.  Natalie Martinez- Runs 2:03  

 
CRIME- POLICE CHIEF SEX CRIME- CHICAGO-10PM PKG - The park district police chief of Chicago Heights 
has been charged with secretly recording sex acts without women’s consent. Christian Daigre , 40 has an 
apartment in Chicago and secretly taped encounters with women and putting those recordings on social 
media. Yesterday afternoon, he was able to post bond . Daigre is  chief of police for the Chicago Heights 
Park district. Dick Johnson- Runs 2:09  
 
POLITICS-  BIDEN STUMPING FOR DEMOCRATS-  ST CHARLES –5PKG  
The former Vice President  spent Wednesday stumping for Democrats at  get out the vote rallies. One of 
the races he’s concentrating on is the 6th district, which has been  Republicans for decades, but may go 
blue in the race between Democrat Sean Casten and incumbent Peter Roskam. Biden also took his push 
downstate to reach out to voters there. Mary Ann Ahern- Runs 2:14  
 
MAKING A DIFFERNCE-HALLOWEEN DECORATED HOMES-  BUFFALO GROVE – 4PM LIVE VOSOT –  
Kids from  all over head to one special house in Buffalo Grove where the owner has really decked out his 
front yard. He’s been doing this for years, and the neighbors look forward to it. Lee Ann Trotter- Runs 
1:49  
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1,2018  
ENVIRONMENT- BLOOD ON FIELD – JOLIET- 10PM PKG – An Irate mom goes live on Facebook over 
bloody crime scene left near baseball diamond at Joliet park. Jessica Gutierrez  She says that she called 
the fire department, after she saw a bloody crime scene that never got cleaned up. She put the pictures 
on her facebook, Her child and others were playing about a hundred yards away. When the fire dept 
showed up – they told her she could clean it up herself. Trina Orlando- Runs 1:57  
  
CRIME- FATAL BUS ACCIDENT SERVICE- ROCHESTER, INDIANA- 10PM PKG  
 A somber service was held  for three 3 siblings killed near Indiana school bus stop earlier this week. 
Friends and strangers showed up to pay honor to the kids, killed by the truck that passed a school bus, 
and struck the children who were going to school. Natalie Martinez- Runs  2:05    
  
CRIME- HYDE PARK MAYHEM – CHICAGO –4PM  PKG  
Halloween turned out to be chaos in Hyde Park neighborhood, on Chicago’s south side. Groups of teens 
are seen running through the street, vandalizing cars on social media  posts . Over 20 cars were 
damaged by the kids according to our count. Residents on the Ridgeland street woke up to find their 
windshields smashed and cars damaged and are demanding answers from police.  Chris Coffey- Runs 
1:58    
  
ECONOMY- TARGET STORES CLOSING- CHICAGO- 5PMPKG   Target's plan to close two South Side stores 
stirs controversy. Residents in the area finding out about the store closures are speaking out, saying they 
depend on the Target store wonder if it’s because it’s mainly a black neighborhood. Today, Target came 
out with statement, saying the closings are purely for performance reasons. But Congressmen Bobby 
Rush came out to the store today, announcing he’s demanding a meeting with Target and wants to 
make sure his constituents are served well by corporations like Target. Regina Waldroup- Runs- 1:54  
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HEALTH – LEAD IN WATER- CHICAGO – 4PM PKG There is new  information released today by the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation district that shows water in some neighborhoods have higher lead 
levels than the EPA recommends. Tens of thousands of homes could be affected. The MWRD apparently 
knew about the high levels of lead since June but has not released the information until now. City 
officials say they will help residents test for lead levels. But some Alderman say they want a full 
investigation.  Charlie Wojciechowski- Runs 2:31  
  
  
HOLIDAYS- CHRISTMAS TREE PREPS – ELMHURST-5PM PMG   
The annual Chicago Christmas tree has been decided and today the tree was cut down at the family 
home in Elmhurst. It will be cut down and taken to Chicago where it will be raised and decorated at 
Millennium Park November 16. The owner of the tree will be the honored guest and flip the switch! 
Sandra Torres- Runs 2:18  
  
  
CONSUMER/ENERGY – GREEN ELECTRIC PLANS COST- 5PM PKG  
  A self-avowed hippie, Pattie***      wanted to do her part in saving the environment. So she signed up 
for an alternative energy company, but soon found her bills were bigger than the traditional Comed. The 
Citizens Utility Board director says that’s because the alternative energy companies don’t have to follow 
the same regulations Comed has to and can raise rates quicker than Comed. Lisa Parker- Runs- 3:33   
  
  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2018  
CRIME- SYNAGOGUE ATTACK – LOMBARD – 10PM PKG – Hundreds showed up at an interfaith Shabbat 
to support the sister of two men gunned down in a hate crime shooting in Pittsburgh. Two of the victims 
David and Cecil Rosenthal have family at a Lombard Synagogue. Today people of all faiths prayed for 
their colleague and her family. Natalie Martinez- Runs – 2:18  
  
CRIME- WRONGFUL CONVICTION EXONERRATIONS- CHICAGO-  5PM PKG – Seven people had their 
convictions vacated , after they were arrested and put in jail based on misconduct of Sgt. Reginald 
Watts, and other officers.  
The number of people released under the corruption and wrongful arrests vacated is now 55 . Some of 
the victims say that while it’s nice to be free, and they had faith it would come someday, they still want 
to have their name cleared so they can get jobs again. Chris Hush - Runs 1:50  
  
POLITICS- MENDOZA MAYOR-ILLINOIS - 5PM PKG Despite running for Comptroller for the midterms, 
someone leaked a video where Suzanna Mendoza is announcing she’s running for Mayor, just days 
before the midterms.. Once the information came out, her campaign said Mendoza was already paying 
to shoot a commercial for the Comptroller job, so why not shoot one for the Mayor, in case she runs. 
Mary Ann Ahern- 2:34  
  
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2018  

ELECTIONS- LAST MINUTE VOTERS-CHICAGO 5PM/10PM PKG  

Voters stood in line for hours in order to get to vote on the last hours of early voting in Cook County this 
evening.  Some stood in line 2-3 hours with kids, in tow, and in the rain not knowing it would take this 
long. But the crowd was fired up, just glad they were able to cast their vote. Cook County election board 
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says they’ve seen a huge increase in early voter turnout this year, rising 96 percent from the 2014 
midterms.  And setting records.  Lisa Chavarria,Patrick Fazio-4:17 

  

POLITICS- 14TH DISTRICT- NAPERVILLE – 5PM PKG-  

A last minute salvo from Republican Randy Hutlgren in the 14th district who claimed his Democratic 
opponent, Lauren Underwood was misrepresenting herself in ads as a real nurse. Underwood 
responded by saying it was a desperate 11th hour attack in hopes of gaining ground in his losing bid to be 
re-elected. Mary Ann Ahern Runs 2:43  

  

  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE-BLACK STAR PROJECT  FOUNDER DEATH-5PM PKG-The founder of  the Black 
Star Project, Phillip Jackson  has died. His sister shares some of his great accomplishments to help 
elevate African American children in and out of schools. The 68 year old died at the age of 68, and Rev. 
Jesse Jackson says his death is a great loss to the community. LeeAnn Trotter 1:51  

  

  

POLITICS- MIDTERM ELECTION- GOTV RALLIES-LISLE 10PM PKG-Both Democrats and Republican 
candidates crisscrossed the state in hopes of getting those undecided voters on their side. They also 
thanked volunteers who worked tirelessly, and asking voter for their vote in their final push before 
election day.  Dick Johnson Runs 1:56  

  

NBC INVESTIGATES- FINE PRINT- ILLINOIS-10PM PKG- We decided to test if people really did the fine 
print of directions, just like when you agree to that new app or press agree on a website A new study 
shows that many products have so much legalize that people barely scan them before agreeing to them. 
In our experiment, people clicked okay on directions that allowed us to take their phone, make them do 
jumping jacks and post online their social security numbers. Phil Rogers-Runs 3:02  

  

  
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 6, 2018  
POLITICS- MIDTERM ELECTIONS- CHICAGO/SUBURBS/ CHAMPAIGN-  EVENING CUT-INS AND 10PM- 
11PM -  NBC5 Chicago gives viewers extensive coverage of the 2018 midterm elections in Illinois and 
nationwide The results coming in throughout the night brought a blue wave in traditionally red counties 
and continued its control of statehouse wins. The Governor’s race was won by another billionaire,  JB 
Pritzker who spent more than 170 million dollars for the election. Nationally, Democrats took the House, 
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but could not break the Republican controlled senate. We had live coverage in over 10 campaign parties, 
and election boards. 
Staff – 1 hour 15 minutes  
  
MAKING A DIFFERNCE POLITICS- ELECTION JUDGES- YOUTH- CHICAGO-4PM PKG  
Young voters took part in this year’s midterm election, getting involved as judges and poll watchers. 
Many aren’t old enough to cast ballots, but that didn’t stop them from becoming politically involved, by 
joining the Mikva Challenge. Two thousand high school students across America are working today at 
Chicago polling sites. They are trained by the Chicago board of elections  and arrive at 5am to take part 
in the election process. Sabrina Santucci – Runs  1:38  
  
ART- BLACK PANTHERS EXHIBIT- 5PM PKG- TROTTER  
Chicago museum opens a new exhibit about the Black Panther Party movement, which started in 
Chicago. Several of the artists are from Chicago . The Curator of the exhibit says the movement was 
actually started by young people in the 60’s, similar to what’s happening with the Black Lives Matters 
movement. LeeAnn Trotter- Runs 1:36  
  
SPORTS- NHL- QUENNVILLE FIRED- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG=  
Two time Stanley Cup coach Joel Quennevillle was fired by the Chicago Blackhawks, announced by 
management today. Players and fans were in shock, as the new interim coach from Rockford took over. 
There had been rumours he had been on the hot seat after years long power struggle with the 
Blackhawks general manager. Mike Berman- Runs 1:45 
  
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2018  
POLITICS- ILLINOIS BLUE- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- Today Governor Elect JB Pritzker and his running mate 
Julianne Stratton thanked voters for their support in yesterday’s election, not only giving them a victory , 
but  Democratic blue wave across the state and in Congress. Today JB announced that he will pick his 
transition team and talks about ways to shore up taxes, and get more revenue. He did not rule out 
legalizing recreational marijuana as one source. Mary Ann Ahern- Runs  
  
REGIONAL ELECTIONS- DOWNERS GROVE- 5PM PKG- Today Illinois woke up to two new Congressional 
leaders that will represent Illinois in 2019. Lauren Underwood was voted in as the 14th's district's first 
black female Congressional member, and Sean Casten, the 6th's district's representative,  which hasn't 
seen a Democrat in that district in over 3 decades, beat GOP incumbent Peter Roskam .   Charlie 
Wojciechowski-Runs  
  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- SHERIFF BLOODHOUND-COOK COUNTY -  6PM PKG- The Cook County Sheriff's 
department got a new bloodhound trained to track and find missing people, as well as drugs and drug 
dealers. We put his sniffer to the test with the reporter hiding to see if LuLu Belle could find her. Lauren 
Petty-Runs 1:52 
  
  
EDUCATION/DIVERSITY- OPRF RACIAL ISSUES- OAK PARK - 6PM/10PM PKG- It was standing room only 
for angry students and parents after hearing about several racial slurs that were written on the 
bathroom walls of Oak Park River Forest High School. Today, the principal tried to calm the angry voices 
saying diversity starts with dialogue and changes will be forthcoming. But some students say that is not 
enough,and that this problem has been brewing for a while. One teacher, who was featured in a 
national documentary series on schools and race, America to Me, says the latest racial controversy 
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motivates him to be more active in making change for the school. Regina Waldroup/Dick Johnson- 
Runs 2:08  

  

  
NBC INVESTIGATES- CFD RESCUE- CHICAGO - 10PM PKG- NBC5 Chicago brings access to Chicago fire 
department's training of collapsed buildings, and rescue training they give to their firefighters. This 
training comes after a building collapse this past summer at the Water Reclamation building in Chicago. 
Phil Rogers- Runs 3:15 
  
  
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2018  
  
ENVIRONMENT- BLOOD ON FIELD – JOLIET- 10PM PKG – An Irate mom goes live on Facebook over 
bloody crime scene left near baseball diamond at Joliet park. Jessica Gutierrez says that she called the 
fire department, after she saw a bloody crime scene that never got cleaned up. She put the pictures on 
her Facebook, Her child and others were playing about a hundred yards away. When the fire dept 
showed up – they told her she could clean it up herself. Trina Orlando-Runs 1:57  
  
CRIME- FATAL BUS ACCIDENT SERVICE- ROCHESTER, INDIANA- 10PM PKG  
 A somber service was held for three 3 siblings killed near Indiana school bus stop earlier this week. 
Friends and strangers showed up to pay honor to the kids, killed by the truck that passed a school bus, 
and struck the children who were going to school. Natalie Martinez- Runs 2:05    
  
CRIME- HYDE PARK MAYHEM – CHICAGO –4PM PKG  
Halloween turned out to be chaos in Hyde Park neighborhood, on Chicago’s south side. Groups of teens 
are seen running through the street, vandalizing cars on social media posts . Over 20 cars were damaged 
by the kids according to our count. Residents on the Ridgeland Street woke up to find their windshields 
smashed and cars damaged and are demanding answers from police.  Chris Coffey- Runs 1:58  
  
ECONOMY- TARGET STORES CLOSING- CHICAGO- 5PM PKG   Target's plan to close two South Side 
stores stirs backlash from community residents. Neighbors are finding out about the store closures are 
speaking out, saying they depend on the Target store  wonder if it’s because it’s mainly a black 
neighborhood. Today, Target came out with statement, saying the closings are purely for performance 
reasons. But Congressmen Bobby Rush came out to the store today, announcing he’s demanding a 
meeting with Target and wants to make sure his constituents are served well by corporations like 
Target. Regina Waldroup- Runs- 1:54  
  
  
HEALTH – LEAD IN WATER- CHICAGO- 4PM PKG - There is new information released today by the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation district that shows water in some neighborhoods have higher lead 
levels than the EPA recommends. Tens of thousands of homes could be affected. The MWRD apparently 
knew about the high levels of lead since June but has not released the information until now. City 
officials say they will help residents test for lead levels. But some Alderman say they want a full 
investigation.  Charlie Wojciechowski- Runs 2:31  
  
HOLIDAYS- CHRISTMAS TREE PREPS – ELMHURST-5PM PMG   
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The annual Chicago Christmas tree has been decided and today the tree was cut down at the family 
home in Elmhurst. It will be cut down and taken to Chicago where it will be raised and decorated at 
Millennium Park November 16. The owner of the tree will be the honored guest and flip the switch! 
Sandra Torres- Runs 2:18  
  
  
NBC5 RESPONDS- CONSUMER/ENERGY – GREEN ELECTRIC PLANS COST- ILLINOIS - 5PM PKG  
  A self-avowed hippie, Pattie Schuenemen   wanted to do her part in saving the environment. So she 
signed up for an alternative energy company, but soon found her bills were bigger than the traditional 
Comed. The Citizens Utility Board director says that’s because the alternative energy companies don’t 
have to follow the same regulations Comed has to and can raise rates because they can.  Lisa Parker- 
Runs- 3:33   
  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2018  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- GREEN LINE PERFORMANCE ARTS CENTER- CHICAGO  6PM PKG- A new 
performance center is opening up in Chicago’s south side  where the director of the center says there's a 
real need. The University of Chicago is opening up the new theatre and rehearsal venue to support the 
arts in Washington Park neighborhood and across the Southside. Sabrina Santucci- Runs 1:36 
  
DIVERSITY- HATE SPEECH- OAK PARK- 5PM PKG- A new controversy has arisen at the Oak Park River 
Forest High School, where students received a swastika on social media. School officials have identified a 
person of interest in the swastika case, and are working with police. Earlier this week, a meeting with 
students and parents took place after racial slurs were found written on a bathroom wall. One resident 
says a teacher was re-instated after using the N word to students several times in class. Police are 
looking into the swastika incident. Ash-Har Quraishi- Runs 2:21  
  
SAFETY- STOP SIGN SAFETY- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG- Neighbors in Logan square are calling for more 
traffic guards, reroutes and changes to protect their kids from busy traffic outside an elementary school. 
There's already construction in the area, and parents say the construction has led to unsafe conditions, 
worried workers won't see the kids as they cross the street, let alone busy traffic. One resident shows 
video he took of a car blowing a stop sign as children walk to school. The Alderman in the area has not 
returned our calls. Natalie Martinez- Runs 2:05  
  
ECONOMY- K MART CLOSING- CHICAGO -11AM VOSOT More closures for the Sears/Kmart stores 
around the country, including Chicago's only K-mart store on Addison Avenue. The closures won't take 
place until February, allowing shoppers to get deals through the holiday season. Kye Martin- 
Runs 1:50[WF(1] 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2018   
NBC 5 INVESTIGATES-CTA ENGINEERS’ STORIES–CHICAGO-10PM PKG–Chicago Transit engineers tell 
their tales of what they see and experience as they drive their trains down the subways and elevated 
tracks of Chicago. Some of those stories include- a man living on the tracks  with a tv, mattress and 
everthing  connected to the CTA Electrical line. Also some say they’ve seen people having sex on the 
tracks, shootings, and drug use.  One man says he also was assaulted with a  screwdriver while driving 
the train.  As for on the trains, instead of outside them, one engineer says CTA has an infestation of 
bedbugs that commuters  don’t even know about. Phil Rogers =Runs 3:17   
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CRIME-SECURITY MAN SHOT-ROBBINS/MIDLOTHIAN- 4PM M PKG- Friends and neighbors of James 
Roberson gathered at an evening vigil , to pay tribute to the security guard, shot and killed by a 
Midlothian police officers. Officials say there was  a fight at the Manny’s Blues bar in Robbins . A suspect 
left the bar , and came back with a gun. A security guard was intervening and holding one of the 
suspects at gunpoint, when Midlothian  police, assisting with Robbins for a fight at the bar, shot and 
killed a security guard. Now police are investigating. The mother filed a lawsuit, in the case on Monday. 
Family of security guard shot by police at bar files suit. Lisa Chavarria-Runs 2:39  

 

ARTS/CULTURE-SANDYREDD FEVER-THE VOICE-MARKHAM-10PM PKG- A volleyball teacher sings her 
heart out on tonight’s opening season of The Voice. Tonight, a watch party in her honor had friends and 
family rooting for her and her volleyball team helped set up computers so everyone could vote for her. 
Tuesday , we will find out if she makes the cut. Trina Orlando-Runs 1:30  

 

GAMBLING-VIDEO GAMBLING LAW-FOREST PARK – 5pm PKG- A new referendum voted to outlaw 
video gambling, just two years after its approval in the western suburb of Forest Park. For one bar 
owner, this could mean closing his bar. He says so many people come in to drink and play that he may 
lose quite a bit of money and have to close. Regina Waldroup – Runs 2:16   

  

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2018  

CELEBRITIES-MICHELLE OBAMA BOOK TOUR-CHICAGO-6PM/10PM PKG-  
Fans of Michelle Obama stood in line in the cold  for hours at the Seminary Co-Op bookstore, in hopes of 
meeting and getting a book autographed  by the first Lady. She also kicked off her book tour with a 
United Center event, a one on one interview with Oprah  Winfrey. Natalie Martinez-Runs 4:37 
  
  
TRANSPORTATION/GOVERNMENT- PARKING/RENTALS–CHICAGO- 10PM PKG- The Alderman  of a the 
Uptown neighborhood has been trying to get an ordinance, preventing rental companies from 
parking  their cars on city streets. Residents in the 4700 block of North Kenmore have been complaining 
of a lack of parking space on the street ,and now we find out one rental company  Turo has parked 38 
cars on the street through an app. Now the city is investigating. Dick Johnson – Runs 2:16  
 
  
NBC5 INVESTIGATES-HOTEL HOUSEKEEPERS SHARE SECRETS–CHICAGO-10PM PKG  
Hotel housekeepers tell their secrets of what really happens at Chicago’s hotels. They spoke of their 
safety in hotels, the worst time of the year to work,( Lallapalooza time), and crazy things they found I 
rooms.  and Katie Kim- Runs-3:34  
 
DIVERSITY = MUSLIM HARASSEMENT- WOODRIDGE-5PM PKG   
Police in Woodridge are investigating a harassment claim after a woman  took pictures of people in a 
vehicle driving next to her and spewing insults.  Fatima Nazeer who wears a hijab said she had dropped 
on of her kids at school when two young men pulled up next to her and started yelling profanities and 
calling her a terrorist.  She at first was going to ignore it, but later changed her mind and filed a police 
report  after talking to her husband. Ash Har Quraishi-Runs1:49  
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HOMETOWN HERO- CPD SGT HONORED–CHICAGO-11AM VO/SOT – Sgt. Michael Bazareed was 
honored Tuesday for his services when he made an off-duty arrest following a brutal unprovoked attack 
of a 91 year old . It happened in Chicnaown, and today the family of the victim came to his ceremony 
thanking him for the arrest. Kye Martin- Runs  2:21  
  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2018  
NBC 5 INVESTIGATES-TRANSPORTATION-SECRETS OF THE IDOT MINUTEMEN-ILLINOIS-10PM PKG  
When it comes to the heighways, Illinoois has a battalion of troops ready to lend a helping hand. 
Whether it’s a traffic crash, stuck in a storm , or you’ve run out of gas, the IDOT Mintuemen( and 
women) are on call , dodging traffic to rescue stranded drivers. Katie Kim – Runs 3:18  
 
  
POLITICS-MENDOZA MAYORAL RACE-CHICAGO-4PM  PKG  
Reaction pours in after Illinois Comptroller Susana Mendoza announces mayoral run. She  was just re- 
elected eight days ago as Illinois Comptroller and before the election, NBC 5 had first reported a leaked 
video that showed her announcing her bid  for Mayor, despite not admitting that she had plans to 
announce. Overnight, she sent out a video, announcing her bid for Mayor and on the NBC Morning 
show, she insisted she was honest with voters about her intentions. Charlie Wojciechowski-Runs 2:15  
  
LAW ENFORCEMENT- SECURITY GUARD SHOT FOLLOW – ROBBINS/MIDLOTHIAN- 10PM PKG –  
Family of Jamel Roberson, the security guard shot by police say the guard was a hero . Today, pastors 
gathered to protest the way it was handled, asking for Midlothian’s police chief to be fired and calling 
for a special investigation. And tonight, the Mayor of Midlothian apologized to the family of Roberson at 
a city council meeting. Natalie Martinez-Runs 2:12  
  

EDUCATION-GUNS IN SCHOOL-PALATINE-10PM PKG  
A Palatine school superintendent wants armed retired police officers to  get hired for empty clerical jobs 
, saying it will keep students and faculty safe. He calls it a no brainer, but parents call it controversial, 
some say they don’t want guns in their elementary school. Dick Johnson-Runs 1:51  
  

  
THURSDAY , NOVEMBER 15, 2018  
NBC5 RESPONDS- FINANCIAL – HACKERS DRAIN APP CASH- CHICAGO –10PM PKG 
Police believe hackers, including one from Russia stole money from the bank accounts of victims using a 
banking app called Zelle. Two victims we spoke to said both Chase and Bank of America first accused the 
victims that it was their responsibility, with accusations that their computer was hacked , or that they 
shared their banking app password. They also first refused to return their money.  But after the victims 
showed NBC5 Responds that they saw their money being stolen and  called police right away, NBC5 got 
involved and the banks returned the 5300 dollars owed to them. Lisa Parker-Runs 3:59  
 
  
CRIME- FATAL HIT AND RUN-CHICAG0-LV 4A/6AM - Chicago police say it seemed the driver was driving 
over 100 miles an hour before crashing into another car, killing both occupants. The driver is still at 
large. Witnesses say were on  State and 71st when the suspect crashed into them and then got out , and 
fled the scene. Lauren Petty- Runs 2:45  
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EDUCATION-CLASSROM OF THE FUTURE-CHICAGO - 5PM PKG – The classroom of the future doesn’t 
have wooden desks facing the front chalkboard . Instead, it’s kids checking in for  a laptop, looking at a 
40 inch electronic screen to for their lesson plans and hunkering down for individual learning. The 
students sit in circles focusing on their class curriculum on the  laptop. Educators say it actually gives the 
teacher more time to concentrate on individual students and their challenges . Sabrina Santucci- Runs 
1:34  
  
WEATHER-NORTHWEST INDIANA SNOW- 5PM PKG – Northwest Indiana residents are digging out of 
today’s November snow, the first significant snowfall for the area this fall. Transportation crews spent 
the morning plowing roads and helping drivers who crashed from icy highways, the residents say they 
welcome a white Thanksgiving. Chris Hush – Runs 1:40  
  
  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2018  
HEALTH-LEGIONAIRRES DISEASE-MCHENRY- 5PM PKG- 
Several new cases of legionnaires disease are being reported at a Northwest suburban senior living 
center, McHenry  Villa . One of the residents, a woman in her 80's tells us how the health department is 
dealing with the outbreak, through notices. A local hospital was also investigated for the airborne 
disease, but tests came out negative. Regina Waldrop- Runs 1:30  
  
ACCIDENT-SWIMMER DEATH-CALUMET CITY-6PM VO - A high school student has died after drowning 
in  a school pool. The 14 year old was at practice at the Thornton Fractional  HS when he went 
underwater  during practice and didn’t surface. A teen pulled him out and tried to perform CPR until the 
fire department arrived.   Lexi Sutter-Runs 1:10  
  
CRIME- BLUE LINE ATTACKS- CHICAGO - 10PM PKG 
Police say a juvenile was groped repeatedly on the CTA Blue Line this past week and have put out an 
alert. The abuse happened Thursday morning on a Blue Line Train near the Belmont station. The girl was 
on her way to school when it happened, and more victims have said it happened to them as well.  One 
of the victims, who didn’t want to be identified talks about happened to her, and another female rider 
says she was sexually attacked.  Chris Hush-Runs 2:04   

 
  
CRIME - SECURITY GUARD VIGIL- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG 
The security guard killed in a friendly fire incident according to Midlothian police  was the focus of a vigil 
at Lane Tech High School where he was an alum. A former girlfriend spoke about the man she knew. 
Midlothian police say the security guard was accidentally shot by a Midlothian police officer Sunday 
night following an altercation inside Manny's Blues club in Robbins.   Natalie Martinez-Runs 2:05   
  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE-VOLUNTEER GETS GIFT-CHICAGO-4:30PM PKG-  A Pilsen man is given a new 
washer and dryer  after all his volunteering at the boys and girls club . Rafael Hernandez works two jobs, 
and still volunteers. They recently have been looking for new appliances so the gift means so much to 
them. Sabrina Santucci-Runs- 1:28  
  
MONDAY ,  NOVEMBER 19 2018  
CRIME - HOSPITAL SHOOTING –CHICAGO -  LIVE COVERAGE  4AM- 7PM  
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Live coverage of Active shooter at the Mercy Hospital in Chicago. Four people shot and killed following a 
domestic dispute. Live interviews with witnesses, police officials, hospital staff. Also sky 5 coverage 
showing the scene as it develops.  NBC5 STAFF- RUNS 3 HOURS  
  
CRIME - HOSPITAL SHOOTING – WHAT HAPPENED - CHICAGO- - 10PM LIVE VOSOT -   
The Superintendent explains how a gunman came to the hospital, killed a doctor outside, and then went 
inside shooting and killing two others including a police officer, before he was killed. Lisa Chavarria- Runs 
1:41  
  
  
CRIME- HOSPITAL SHOOTING – WITNESSES- CHICAGO  - 10PM PKG  
Witnesses were running for cover when the  first shots were heard outside Mercy Hospital. A Chicago 
police officer, a doctor , a pharmaceutical resident had died after being shot Monday afternoon. The 
gunman was killed. Witnesses share what happened moments before and during the shooting. 
Someone  recorded the area, and you can hear the gunshots ring out as the crime is carried out. Dick 
Johnson – 2:16  
  
  
CRIME -HOSPITAL SHOOTING – VICTIMS- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG  
The doctor killed, Dr. Tamera O’Neal was loved by everyone at the hospital and outside the hospital. 
Today her aunt shares her grief at today’s shooting; Natalie Martinez – Runs :50  
  
HOSPITAL SHOOTING- SCANNER TRAFFIC – CHICAGO  10PM PKG  
The chaos of the shooting was captured on radio traffic. We listen to how the shooting unfolds through 
the sounds of the dispatcher sending crews to the scene. Phil Rogers 2:4 1 
  
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 20. 2018  
  
CRIME  -LAW ENFORCEMENT- HOSPITAL SHOOTING OFFICER – CHICAGO/DES PLAINES- 10PM 
PKG officers and friends had a moment of silence and tied blue ribbons around trees at the 
neighborhood of Officer Jimenez. Police also escorted the body of the officer and father to a Des Plaines 
funeral home. Dick Johnson- Runs 2:14  
  
  
CRIME- HOSPITAL SHOOTING/ DOCTOR O’NEAL- LA PORTE INDIANA  -  10PM PKG – The parents of Dr. 
Tamara O’Neal spoke of their daughter after learning she had been shot and killed by a former 
boyfriend. She was known to all her friends as someone with a heart of gold, and the parents say she 
was a very strong, smart woman. Trina Orlando- Runs  
  
NBC 5 INVESTIGATES - CRIME-HOSPITAL SHOOTING – THE GUNMAN- CHICAGO – 6PM PKG  
Today the police held a news conference to release more details of the gunman, Juan Lopez, his 
background and the weapon that he used to kill three others.  Former co-workers say  he had a history 
of harassment with other women in the past. Phil Rogers- Runs 2:23  
  
CRIME- HOSPITAL SHOOTING- LANSING - PHARMACIST- - 6PM PKG 
The pharmaceutical resident Dayna Less was one of the victim’s in yesterday’s hospital shooting, and 
today co- workers shared memories. Less was engaged to be married next year to her high school 
sweetheart., and people said she dedicated her life to helping others . Regina Waldroup=Runs 1:39  
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CONSUMER- DANGEROUS TOYS- ILLINOIS- 10PM PKG  
The  State’s Attorney and consumer officials held their annual dangerous toys event, showing this year’s 
toys that pose danger to children. Among the toys on Trouble in Toyland list are glow in the dark slime, 
toys with small parts and toys that collect data about the kids. Lisa Parker – Runs  
  
MAKING A DIFFERRENCE – FOOD DRIVE BOY- 6PM PKG  
  
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2018  
ENVIRONMENT- STEROGENICS/EPA ADMISSION- WILLOWBROOK- 6PM PKG 
The United States EPA put out a release late on Thanksgiving Eve, saying there was an error on their end 
for testing for ethylene oxide, a toxic chemical. The EPA says they may have mistaken the chemical for 
something else, and the company may not have released a toxic chemical into the air, as previously 
stated. Recently, the Attorney General of Illinois and the DuPage County State's Attorney have made 
moves to legally shut down the plant, due to the EPA'S original statement. Also town halls were set up 
with residents angry and concerned about their health. A town meeting to explain the developments is 
scheduled for Thursday. Phil Rogers/Patrick Fazio- Runs 1:25/ 2:15 
  
HOLIDAYS=-THANKSGIVING TRAVEL- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- From the airports, to the rails to the roads, 
this holiday travel weekend is expected not only to be the busiest of the year, but it's also expected to 
increase in commuters since last year. AAA says air travel will increase six percent this year and that 
more people are on the roadways due to cheaper gas prices. Chris Hush - Runs 2:10  
  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- THE ZEN OF SLOW COOKING-CHICAGO-  5PMPKG 
A local spice company aimed at helping teach and supply cooks with spices hires disadvantaged workers 
. The business has expanded and the owner of the business , Jayne McKay ,  who has a son 
developmentally delayed said she started the business because she was worried about her son’s future, 
and how he would support himself without any skills if she was gone. They launched the business with 
four workers and now have expanded to 30.  Lee Ann Trotter - Runs 1:30 
  
POLITICS - PELOSI - ILLINOIS- 5PM PKG-  
Illinois politicians on the fence about backing Nancy Pelosi as the Democratic House Speaker are now 
deciding to back her. 14th District Lauren Underwood says she will now support Pelosi in her bid for 
Speaker, and Chuy Garcia says he has a meeting with Pelosi next week. President Obama backed Pelosi 
in a podcast this week, saying she's a great negotiator, which is what the Democrats need. Mary Ann 
Ahern-Runs 2:04  
  
  
THURSDAY – NOVEMBER 22, 2018  
THANKSGIVING HOSPITAL KIDS - CHICAGO-6PM PKG 
The La Rabida Hospital puts on a Thanksgiving party and dinner for families and children stuck in the 
Hospital. This year’s dinner is hosted by some of Chicago’s top chefs . The recipients of the meal say they 
are grateful during these trying times to have a nice meal. Ash-har Quraishi- Runs  1:55 
  
EDISON PARK TURKY TROT- CHICAGO- 5PM PKG -0 This year’s annual 5 k run brings a more somber 
atmosphere on Thanksgiving. The Turkey Trot is set in the neighborhood of one of the  officers killed in 
this week’s hospital shooting. Runners pass by the blue ribbons set up in honor of Officer Samuel 
Jimenez.  Lisa Chavarria –Runs --:51   
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BLACK FRIDAY SHOPPING- AURORA/ROSEMONT- 6PM/10PM PKG- If the sign of a good economy was 
based on how many shoppers go out on Black Friday to shop, then this is going to be a great year. 
Shoppers took advantage of the many deals that  brick a nd morter stores are putting on this year, in 
hopes of  getting an edge from the online shoppers. Lexi Sutter- Runs 4:00 
  
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 23, 2018  
ECONOMY D- BLACK FRIDAY  AURORA- LIVE 6AM  

The shoppers were bustling this morning at the far western Premium Outlet Mall, some having 

been shopping all night long when the stores opened at 10pm Thanks giving day . Shops also 

were offering big deals in hopes of keeping the people coming in the doors. Lisa Chavarria. 

2:10   
  
ECONOMY-  BLACK FRIDAY  TARGET PROTEST –11 AM PKG  
Congressmen Bobby Rush and other community leaders used Black Friday to protest Target Store’s 
announcement that they are closing two south side stores. Target says the changes are necessary 
because they are underperforming . Sandra Torres Runs 1:42  

  
ECONOMY - SMALL BUSINESS PREVIEW- CHICAGO—5PM PKG-  
This holiday season, several Chicago neighborhoods are putting a musical spin to bring customers in on 
the day known as Small Business Saturday. Some of the shops in Wicker Park are bringing in musical 
guests, others offering treats and great sales to bring in shoppers. Their main competition – big box 
stores and online sales. Sabrina Santucci- Runs -1:50   

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2018  
WEATHER- MASSIVE SNOW STORM - WESTERN SUBURBS- 4:30PM PKG  
While it was a winter wonderland at one sledding hill in Western Springs, others in Downers Grove spent 
the shoveling and plowing out driveways and sidewalks. Lauren Petty-Runs2:12 
  
WEATHER-  MASSIVE SNOWSTORM NORTHERN SUBURBS-4PM- The town of Woodstock saw more 
than 11 inches fall in their area, closing schools and businesses and keeping folks busy all day with the 
heavy snow. One plow company said business is booming for them. But the storm caused headaches for 
others where the snow caused accidents and slippery conditions on the roads.Christian Farr-Runs 2:30 
  
WEATHER /EDUCATIONS- COLD SCHOOLS-CHICAGO- 5pm PKG 
 Parents are speaking out this cold November Monday after dropping off their children to school only to 
find out their kids' schools did not have heat. CPS, unlike other school districts decided to keep schools 
open and say only a handful of schools had problems with heat. But we received reports that twenty 
Chicago Public Schools were without heat.One parent who had just dropped his children off, returned 
and picked them right up again. Regina Waldroup- Runs 2:19  
  
WEATHER - NO HEAT  HOMES- ARLINGTON HEIGHTS/ DICK JONSHON 10PM PKG  
 Thousands are left without power after the massive snow storm that fell on Chicagoland. Arlington 
Heights was one of the hardest cities hit in Sunday's storms and residents aren't just digging out,they are 
waiting for power to return to their homes. Dick Johnson-Runs 2:08 
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SPACE/TECHNOLOGY- SPACECRAFT LANDS ON MARS- CHICAGO-5PM  PKG- Fans of space 
watch from Chicago's Adler Planetarium as NASA makes history by having one of its spacecrafts land on 
Mars. Lee Ann Trotter-Runs 1:31  
  

 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2018  
LAW ENFORCEMENT- COP TRIAL - CHICAGO - 6PM PKG- The three officers accused of 
conspiracy in the Laquan McDonald case heard testimony from fellow officers on the scene of 
the shooting that October night. The officers testified that the reports filed were not 
completely true and that one of the officers on the scene was  protected from Laquan 
McDonald knife, , not posting an eminent threat. Phil Rogers.-Runs 2:04 
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- HOCKEY HELMETS- GENEVA- 6PM PKG- The Chicago Steel Hockey 
team is giving back to the community this Friday, wearing helmets that painted by school 
children. These helmets will be auctioned off and the proceeds will go to helping kids with 
cancer. The General Manager of the team says the organization feels strongly to give back to 
the community. Aneyeli Ruiz- Runs- 1:36 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2018  
 
CRIME- FATAL FIRE- LOGANSPORT INDIANA- 10PM PKG-A total of six people have been 
confirmed dead from an early morning fire. The ages of the victims run from less than one years 
old to 42 years old. The cause of the fire is still under investigation. It took hours to douse the 
fire, due to lack of hydrants, and then hours to recover the bodies because of the damage to 
the home. Ash-Har Quraishi/Natalie Martinez-- Runs 1:54  
 
EDUCATION- CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CLOSURE- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG- Today the Archdiocese of 
Chicago met with parents of 6 catholic schools in a public meeting to announce closures and 
consolidation plans. The Archdiocese says these closures and consolidation are due to lack of 
enrollment , streamlining education programs for students. Patrick Fazio-Runs 1:58  
 
  
THURSDAY , NOVEMBER 29, 2018  
POLITICS- BURKE RAID- CHICAGO- 10pm PKG- Alderman Burke , the head of the powerful 
Finance Committee in the City Council had his offices raided today by the FBI. There is no 
comment by the Alderman as to why the FBI raided both his city hall offices and his ward office 
on the city's southwest side. Burke has been investigated in the past, but has never been 
charged . Carol Marin-Runs 2:50 
 
POLITICS- BURKE RAID REACTION- CHICAGO- 6pm 
Local Aldermen were reluctant to comment on why federal officials had taken over Alderman 
Burke;s office. They learned about the raids this morning from both the media and arriving at 
city hall. Many expressed shock at today's events. Mary Ann Ahern-Runs 1:30 
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ENVIRONMENT-STERIGENICS-WILLOWBROOK-4pm PKG/10pm-Today, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and local officials held an open house to face residents after releasing a 
report the day before Thanksgiving that their original assessment of Sterigenics was incorrect. 
The report originally said the company had released cancer causing chemicals into the air that 
exceeded the EPA standards. Now they are saying their testing formula was flawed. But 
residents who attended the meeting said they aren't buying it. Meantime, six different law 
firms may face consolidation for a class action lawsuit, in which they are against. A hearing on 
the matter was set for today. Ash Har Quraishid/Trina Orlando- Runs 1:51 and 2:07 
 

 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2018  
BURKE LATEST REACTION-CHICAGO-6PKG-Aldermen, the Mayor, and the Governor-elect  are 
stepping forward with reaction to the raid of Alderman Burke's offices yesterday. Many are 
being careful about their words , say8ing they are surprised but want to hear why the offices 
were raided before making judgement.. Mary Ann Ahern-Runs 2:20  
 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE SHIP- CHICAGO/ MICHIGAN- 11AM PKG- The annual Christmas Tree ship has 
arrived at Navy Pier. Sailors worked throughout the day,unloading  hundreds of Michigan 
Christmas trees. Tomorrow the official opening of the ship, where visitors can tour the ship and 
speak to the Captain takes place. Sandra Torres- Runs 2:02  
 
SPORTS- NORTHWESTERN FOOTBALL EXCITEMENT-430PM PKG-Fans are gearing up for 
tomorrow's Big Ten football championship game in Indianapolis. Northwestern plays Ohio 
State, and many students feel confident their team can not only compete against one of the 
largest football programs , but can beat them. They hope to paint Indy purple for the game 
with Northwestern shirts and other memorabilia is flying off the shelves. Lisa Chavarria-Runs 
2:08 
 
 
 
CRIME- LOCAL MARRIOTT BREACH- CHICAGO- 4PMPKG- Marriott Corporation announced they 
have been hacked in what may be the largest breach in history. Those with the Starwoods 
rewards programs may have  had their information stolen since 2014. The Marriott corporation 
owns a half a dozen hotel chains including Sheraton Hotels says 500 million guests could be 
impacted by the breach.  Lexi Sutter- Runs 2:23 
  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2018  

EDUCATION-TEACHERS STRIKE PREVIEW-GENEVA-6PM/10PM-Teachers are rallying at tonight's 
negotiation meeting, waiting to see if they will be hitting the picket line after the midnight deadline.  
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Teachers representatives say the latest offer is nothing that the rest of Kane County teachers have ever 
been offered, offering more experienced teachers a lower increase than newer teachers. But the school 
board says they believe their offer if fair. More than 5300 students would be affected if the teachers go 
on strike. Christian Farr-Runs 2:18  
  
MAKING A DIFFERENT-NICU PARENTS SCENT - CHICAGO-6PM PKG-At Rush Hospital a new program is 
underway where parents of newborns are giving the babies a cloth with their scent on it, allowing the 
child to connect with the parents when they are gone. The idea is a brainchild of two women who 
thought this transfer of smell connection helps not only the baby to connect, but gives mothers a bit of 
peace of mind while they are gone. Lee Ann Trotter- Runs 1:58  
  
SPORTS-BULLS FIRE HEAD COACH-CHICAGO-6PM VOSOT  
 The Chicago Bulls have fired head coach Fred Hoiberg and put in assistant coach Jim Boylen  to take 
over. Siafa Lewis- Runs 1:40  
  
POLITICS-MAYORAL SIGNATURES-CHICAGO-5PM PKG-The deadline is at 5pm to raise objections to 
candidates running in the next election. Among the top Mayoral candidates, Suzanna Mendoza has had 
several objections raised about her petitions. Jamal Green was also the focus of objections, but said it's 
because Willie Wilson wants to be the only African American on the ticket. Mary Ann Ahern- Runs 3:09 
  

TUESDAY , DECEMBER 4, 2018  

CRIME-HOTEL TAPING-CHICAGO-10PM PKG-A Chicago woman files a 100 million dollar lawsuit after 
claiming she was taped in a hotel shower in Albany New York. She was in Albany to take the bar exam 
and found out about the taping when someone  sent her a link from a pornography site, showing her 
naked in the  shower. The person also tried to extort her, asking that she pay or else more nude photos 
would be released. The Hilton Corporation says they are investigating the incident, which happened at 
an independent hotel linked to Hilton.   Natalie Martinez-Runs 2:19  

 

POLITICS-ALD. BURKE’S CHRISTMAS BASH- CHICAGO- 5PM  PKG-  

Amid a federal investigation, big names still show up for Alderman Burke’s annual Christmas party and 
fundraiser. None of the political powerhouses wanted to speak on camera, but showed up in force, 
supporting the head of the Council’s Finance committee. Burke, the council’s longest serving alderman 
in Chicago history was elected in 1969 and had faced federal investigations in the past.  Mary Ann 
Ahern- Runs 2:31  

 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE-QUILTS FOR HOMELESS-ILLINOIS -  5PM PKG- A group of seamstresses get 
together and sew quilts for the homeless in hopes of letting them know they care. One of the 
seamstresses said she wanted to do something ofr others, and could sew , and decided to make quilts. 
One of the recipients said getting one of those quilts really made a difference to her. Anayeli Ruiz- Runs 
1:40  
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CHARITY – SALVATION ARMY FOOD BASKETS-JOLIET-5PM PKG  

Volunteers gathered to fill food baskets for the needy this Christmas season. It was day two of the three 
day mission to fill the food baskets for people in need throughout Chicagoland.   Lauren Petty – runs 
1:56 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2018  

EDUCATION-TEACHERS STRIKE-GENEVA-10PM PKG  

Teachers take to the picket line for the third day, and today they are asking for negotiations to begin 
before the scheduled  one on Sunday. Issues for the strike include wages, especially having the same 
increases for experienced teachers as new teachers. Some students who have had the last three days off 
arrived and offered support to their teachers. Tonight teachers announced there is an agreement to 
have a bargaining session Thursday night. Christian Farr- Runs  1:48  

'Rather be in my classroom': Geneva teachers march on 3rd day of strike http://nbcchi.com/6adczC3 

  

CRIME-MOKENA STRIP MALL BURGLARIES-MOKENA-5PM PKG-New surveillance video has been 
released showing several hooded suspects breaking into strip mall stores and ripping out the cash 
registers. Four separate businesses were broken into in one Mokena strip mall, and police say one of 
those businesses was broken into a second time. Store owners are asking for the public’s help, saying 
crime is rare in this area. Chris Hush- Runs 2:04  

  

DIVERSITY- CTA TRANSGENDER COVERAGE- CHICAGO- 4:30PMPKG- 

Chicago Transit Authority insurance company has decided  to  cover bus driver's gender reassignment 
surgery, after first declining to pay for it.  When it was first declines, , the transgender bus driver, Russia 
Brown then turned to the American Civil Liberties Union for help. Since the insurance company reversed 
its decision Brown says this  is a sign there is progress being made in Chicago’s civil rights movement. 
Charlie Wojciechowski-Runs 2:05   

  

http://nbcchi.com/6adczC3
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POLITICS- LOTTERY BALLOT POSITION-CHICAGO–5PM PKG – The Board of Elections held their 
lottery  which decides ballot order for Chicago mayoral candidates. The top name for next election’s 
Mayoral race that will be on the ballot will be attorney Jerry Joyce . He says being number one on the 
ballot is a boost because it gives visibility and it’s said that it add a few more votes for first and last-listed 
candidate. Mary Ann Ahern- Runs 1:59  

 

  

NBC5 INVESTIGATES: MICHAEL JORDAN’S DAD INVESTIGATION UPDATE- SOUTH CAROLINA-  4pm vo  

One of the men convicted of murdering Michael Jordan’s dad in 1993 says that alibi witnesses and 
evidence of his innocence weren’t given enough attention during his trial, violating his constitutional 
rights. Daniel Green is now requesting a new trial . In arguments he admits he dumped the body , but 
wasn’t present when the murder took place.   Rob Stafford – Runs 1:03  

  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE- HEARTS TO SOLES- ILLLINOIS- 5PM PKG – A group of doctors and staff are 
helping the homeless, providing shoes and check ups on their feet. Not only will it help the men and 
women stay warm, but it will help their health, since so many are on their feet most of the day. Sabrina 
Santucci-Runs 1:32  

 

  

THURSDAY DECEMBER 6, 2018  

CRIME-SHOOTING ON THE CTA PLATFORM-CHICAGO-10PM PKG  

A shooting during rush hour injured one person and police are looking for the suspect. Police say the 
shooting was not random, and that the victim was not cooperating with police. Witnesses tell us the 
suspect came onto a platform, approached the man and shot him. He was taken to 
Northwestern  Hospital in good condition. The shooting caused many delays for commuters. Trina 
Orlando-Runs 2:03  

 

CONSUMER-NBC 5RESPONDS- STOLEN PHONE- 10PM PKG 

On his first day on the job as a lifeguard, Ethan Corona was waiting to go into work when two teens 
jumped him and stole his brand new i-phone. The phone was gone but he thought his purchase was 
protected. But a closer look showed the phone he had was not insured, but the free phone that came 
with it was.  He contacted Cricket wireless about the situation they inisitally would not cover the cost to 
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replace it. So they reached out to NBC5 after a month of haggling with the company. Cricket Wireless 
did finally offer to replace the phone for 1000 dollars. Lisa Parker- Runs 2:39  

 

FATAL BUS ACCIDENT- NORMAL ILLINOIS- 10PM PKG/ 6PM PKG- Today the girls basketball team held a 
moment of silence following last night’s fatal bus accident. The junior varsity’s women’s team was 
returning from a game in Champaign when a semi driver from Iowa, traveling the wrong way on the 
highway struck the school bus. The semi- driver and a school volunteer who was on the bus both died 
from the accident. Another coach is in serious condition. Today, the principal made a statement about 
the accident, and fans showed up for today’s game with heavy hearts. Natalie Martinez/Christian Farr-
Runs  4"02 

 

  

  

LAW ENFORCEMENT-POLICE TRIAL-CHICAGO-6PM PKG-  

Today the defense rested and closing arguments were completed in the trial for three Chicago police 
officers. They are accused of falsifying reports for fellow officer Jason Van Dyke in the shooting death of 
Laquan McDonald. None of the officers took the stand in the two week trial. The judge in the bench trial 
is expected to announce a decision in the next two weeks. Phil Rogers-Runs 2:17 

  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE-MICROPANTRY– Midlothian–6PM PKG  

Students at Bremen High School learn a powerful lesson about people in need and decided to help their 
own peers. They reached out to the maker of the micro-pantry  for students who don’t  have enough to 
eat. It’s a small cabinet in which students fill with food and sometimes supplies and toiletries. The 
students see the value in helping others in need. Anayeli Ruiz- Runs 1:38  

  

  

FRIDAY DECEMBER 7, 2018  

ACCIDENT-GARY WATER MAIN BREAK- GARY- 4PM PKG- Several people had to be rescued after a 
major water main  broke overnight in Gary Indiana. No one was injured but left several streets flooded, 
and iced over , so that cars could not move. Lexi Sutter- Runs 1:31 
  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- CAITLIN MAKE A WISH- CHICAGO- 4PM PKG  



 

WMAQ CHICAGO – 4Q 2018 Page 35 
 

A young girl , Caitlyn, who is suffering from cancer gets her wish to take her family to Hawaii. Today the 
Make A Wish Foundation, and Macy's presented her with the gift along with some lays and hula girls and 
Hawaiian Music. Kye Martin-  Runs 1:56  
  
EDUCATION/HEALTH- LEWIS UNIVERSITY MUMPS/GRADUATION- 5PM PKG- Today,  seniors who were 
expecting to graduate today express their displeasure after finding out the school postponed the 
ceremony until next spring. The postponement was due to a mumps outbreak on campus, according to 
school officials. One student said she already had her family fly in , and has her cap and gown hanging in 
her room waiting to be used. Regina Waldrop- Runs 2:15 
  
ARTS- SINGING UPS DRIVER- NAPERVILLE- 6PM PKG= A United Parcels Service worker really embodies 
the phrase whistle while you work. He shares Christmas songs to people as he delivers their packages. 
Some stores in the area say he really brightens their day and lifts up the mood of the store for workers 
and customers. Chris Coffey-Runs 1:07 
  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2018  
TRANSPORTATION- UBER OUTAGE- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG  
An outage hit the Uber App on Monday, affecting drivers and passengers worldwide. Passengers in 
Chicago share what happened to them. . Dick Johnson-Runs 1:43  
 
TRANSPORTATION- RAILROAD PASSENGERS MEETING- WESTERN SPRINGS- 10PM PKG  
Angry Metra commuters gathered in Western Springs, where they gave their personal accounts to 
Metra of late, and overcrowded trains. Commuters say they pay too much to have these type of delays. 
Metra officials blame the delays on new technology and say they are working on it. This is the first of 
several public meetings scheduled on the issue. Natalie Martinez- Runs 2:28 
  
MAKING A DIFFEENCE- MOM FINDS LIFE SAVING NURSE- MELROSE PARK- 4PM PKG 
Chicago mom finds nurse who saved her son's life via social media .The mom, Vicelis Negron had been 
searching  for his nurse, All she knew was her first name , but thanks to social media, found Claudia 
Lopez.  And finally she  got a chance to  thank her in person. KYE Martin- Runs 2:03 
 
HOLIDAY- CHRISTMAS CHEER- LEMONT- 10PMPKG 
Police say someone stabbed an inflatable Santa on the front lawn of a Lemont family. But that didn't 
stop the Reinhardt family from taking action, duck taping the slated toy and setting it up again for their 
kids. Trina Orlando- Runs 1:54 
 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2018  
RELIGEON- SHRINE OF GUADELOUPE- DES PLAINES- 6PM/10PM PKG-  
Thousands begin to show up for the annual pilgrimage to the The Shrine of our Lady of Guadalupe. It's 
one of a handful of Shrines in the world, and a very important religious event for Hispanics, especially 
those from Mexico. Today Catholics young and old take in the views of the shrine of the Virgin Mary and 
attend one of the 24 hour masses that are offered. Kate Chappell /Natalie Martinez- Runs 4:08  
 
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- DAYNA LESS'S FATHER INTERVIEW- 6PM PKG- The father of Mercy Hospital 
victim Dayna Less sits down for an exclusive interview , to share his feelings about coping with his 
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daughter's loss, and to thank the  many strangers who reached out to him. Dayna Less was one of four 
people who died in the Merc y Hospital Shooting last month. Regina Waldrop- Runs  2:40 
 
TECHNOLOGY- SHRINERS VIRTUAL SANTA- CHICAGO-4PM PKG-  
A hospital is using technology to bring Santa to kids, via TV  screen. Shriners Hospital for Children has set 
up flat screens where kids and parents can talk to Santa, let them know what's on their list and showing 
they've been good little girls and boys. Hospital officials say it really makes a difference for kids who 
can't go to the mall or the Christkindlemarket and sit on Santa's lap. But the technology can also be used 
throughout the year for patient care.  Lauren Petty-Runs 1:44 
 
 
TRANSPORATION- PARKING APP TAX- COOK COUNTY- 4:30PM PKG  
Many say Chicago and Cook county do not need another tax, after Cook County board agreed to look 
into raising a parking app tax. Right now the apps that help commuters find and save  downtown parking 
pay a 1.5 percent tax to the county. But the board wants to raise it to 6 percent, which is the same tax 
parking garages have to pay to the county. Charlie Wojciechowski- 2:04 
 
 
NBC RESPONDS= PITCHING COACH STOLEN IDENTITY- ARIZONA/CHICAGO- 10PM PKG Pitching 
coach  John Ely of the Chicago  White Sox has been thrown an identity theft curve ball . He and Kelly 
Bradly thought they found an ideal short term housing deal this year. Instead they lost money and John 
has spent months trying to regain his identity from an imposter. Chris Coffey- Runs 3:00 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2018  
 ENTERTAINMENT - ZOO LIGHTS OPEN- BROOKFIELD- 430PM PKG- Chicagoland's longest running lights 
festival has arrived at Brookfield Zoo. This year it has new additions to the holiday magic festivals. More 
than one million lights will dazzle the trees, and a new ice rink is available. New behind the scenes 
events like feeding the penguins are now available for families. Sabrina Santucci-Runs 1:32  
  
NBC 5 RESPONDS - BBB FREE TRIAL SCAMS - ILLINOIS- 4PM PKG  
Online trials claiming to be free are often anything but, according to the Better Business Bureau warns. 
And surprisingly, they are using tried and true ways to rip-off customers. They give free trial offers, but 
hook customers for the shipment of products that can be expensive and can go on for months. They also 
use fake news and advertisements to push their products , with magical numbers . The Better Business 
Bureau says the average loss for these free trial scams is $186 dollars and many of the victims are 
women. Lisa Parker Runs 2:46   
  
RELIGEON- ANNUAL GAUDALUPE PILGRIMAGE - DES PLAINES- 6am/4PM  
Thousands pray at 'Our Lady of Guadalupe' despite cold weather . These Catholics came from all over to 
participate in the annual event, at the Des Plaines Church. It's  the largest one in the country, and it's 
origin comes from Mexico where people gather to pray to the Virgin Mary. Lexi Sutter/Kate Chappell- 
Runs -2:48 
  
CRIME- UPS WORKER'S PRANK- CHICAGO- 5PMPKG- Police are searching for the person responsible for 
a very cruel prank , sending emails from a dead man's phone to his family, extorting them. The family of 
Jeffery Flowers spoke out saying they don't want this to happen to anyone else, but also ask the police 
and coroner to give them more details about his death. Regina Waldrop- Runs 2:13 
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KID GETS HOCKEY STICK- CHICAGO/BARRINGTON- 5PM PKG  
A seven year old Canadian hockey fan was at the Blackhawks game when one of the Canadian players 
tried to pass him a puck. But someone nearby Harry Bodzewski  took the puck instead. So the player, 
Harry Price of the Montreal Canadians  went as far as to donate a used stick after the game. Chris Hush-
Runs   
 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2018  
NBC 5  INVESTIGATES- GOVERNMENT- ED BURKE'S OFFICE RAID- CHICAGO-10PM PKG  
Alderman Ed Burke's City Hall office searched by federal agents for second time in two weeks. Although 
no one is saying why the agents went back to his office, one alderman says this is troubling for his future 
on the council. Carol Marin-Runs 2:42 
 
NBC 5 RESPONDS- CONSUMER- TEEN FUNDRAISER-- NORTHBROOK  - 10PM PKG  
A teenager who held a fundraiser for Alzheimer’s medical research says she never got paid by one of the 
bigger donors. She reached out to Potbelly who told her the check would be sent to her within thirty 
days. When that didn't happen after 45 days, and her calls no longer were returned, she reached out to 
NBC5 Responds who got her answers and her money. Potbelly also doubled their donation to the 
Alzheimers Association. Chris Coffey- Runs 2:22 
 
EDUCATION- POSSIBLE STRIKE - HOFFMAN ESTATES- 10PM PKG= The state’s largest high school district 
faces a possible strike by teachers next week but say they've been more than fair in negotiations and 
just don't have the money. The Union for  the Palatine-Schaumburg district says they are asking for a fair 
wage and health benefits. Although it wasn't on the agenda for tonight's board meeting, teachers and 
supporters showed up in force and shared their feelings during the open question part of the meeting. 
Trina Orland0-Runs 1:52 
 
 
HEALTH- STADIUM STUDY- CHICAGO- 4:30PM  PKG - A new study ranked the nation's cleanest stadiums 
from health inspections , and Soldier Field came in 91 out of 107stadiums in the country. They said any 
health issues have been resolved and the study does not reflect that. The White Sox , and Cubs also 
were ranked lower than expected, but it was the United Center that ended up in the top 20 at number 
11. Chris Hush- Runs 2:47 
  
 
 
ENVIRONMENT- STERIGENICS WATER TESTING- WILLOWBROOK- 4PMPKG 
The Illinois EPA  is conducting a daylong survey of water tests near then Sterigenics facility. They are 
checking to see if the chemicals that have been found released in the air have also made it into the 
groundwater. One resident who let us on his land for the testing, says he's relieved to see them taking 
action and looks forward to the results. Lexi Sutter-Runs-1:39 
  
 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 14, 2018  
SPORTS- BEARS FAN - CHICAGO- 6PM PKG-- Fans are getting pumped up for this weekend's matchup 
with the Bears and Packers at soldier field. Not only is it an exciting rivalry game, but fans have a chance 
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to watch their team clinch the NFC North division. Gear is flying off the shelves and one fan takes us to 
his Bear fan cave. Lisa Chavarria- Runs 1:49 
 
 
RELIGON- GUARDIAN ANGEL SAVES CHURCH- CHICAGO -5PM PKG- The second oldest Greek Orthodox 
church in the country has been saved by what church officials are calling a guardian Angel. The Trinity 
Hellenic Greek Orthodox Church was to go on the auction block this morning, but thanks to a new 
bankruptcy plan, the church will be saved from being sold. Lexi Sutter-Runs 2:03 
 
TRANSPORTATION- POT HOLES- CHICAGO- 10PM PKG- The warm December weather is already 
causing  havoc on the roads. Pothole issues are angering  motorists, and forcing  city to speed repairs 
and it's only December. These kind of complaints don't usually come until late winter, or early 
spring.  Natalie Martinez-  Runs 1:50 
 
 
POLITICS- MENDOZA ELECTION CHALLENGES- CHICAGO -5PM PKG- One of the mayoral  election front 
runners, Suzanna Mendoza is calling  another top candidate, Toni Preckwinkle a bully. She points out 
Preckwinkle is challenging all women of color on their election ballots. Preckwinkle's lawyers deny the 
charge of being a bully, saying she just wants the ballots to be legal. Mary Ann Ahern- Runs 1:45 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT- TEATHER WEAPON - AURORA- 4PM PKG   
The Aurora police department are trying out a new weapon to detain suspects. It's basically a Taser in 
which a rope-like string is deployed, wrapping around the body of the suspect so they can't move. It's 
called Bolo-Wrap 100 and will be tested in the next year. It's propelled by gunpowder and is a tether, 
which wraps around the suspect. It's not unlike Wonder- woman or Batman and her lariat, and today, 
we got a demonstration with our reporter Chris Hush. Runs 2:23 
 
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- ENTERTAINMENT- SENIORS IMPROV-LINCOLNSHIRE- 6PM PKG- A program 
dedicated to help seniors perform comedy is getting rave reviews. A suburban actress, Sarah Hall  goes 
into nursing homes to share her skills and seniors say it's helped their annunciation and brain 
health. Sabrina Santucci-Runs 1:51  
 
 MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2018  
ACCIDENT- TWO COPS KILLED- CHICAGO – 10PM PKG Chicago officers were struck and killed by a south 
side train while investigating shots fired in the area. The two officers arrived at the area, and started 
chasing someone near the train tracks. While investigating, they were hit and killed by an on-coming 
train.   Lexi Sutter/ Mary Ann Ahern/ Trina Orlando- Runs 5:09  

 EDUCATION- STRIKE PLANS-SCHAUMBURG/PALATINE – 4pm PKG-  The teachers union had told 
their  workers that negotiations aren't going very well and to prepare for the strike. The district in a 
letter to parents posted on social media are telling parents to prepare to strike. Both sides are far apart 
on wage and health issues.  But late in the afternoon, the two reached an agreement and the strike had 
been averted. The district has the largest high school enrollment in the state. Kate Chappell Runs 2:51  

 SPORTS- BEARS CHRISTMAS SWEATER-GREEN BAY -  VO- After Sunday's win against the Green Bay 
Packers, quarterback Mitch Tribiskey showed up at the post-game news conference lit up. His Christmas 
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sweater was made of Christmas lights with turned on and off. After that news conference, the sweater 
company said they sold out of the clothing . Runs :30  

 NBC 5 INVESTIGATES- BLAGGOJEVICH/TRUMP- ILLINOIS/DC – 4PM PKG -President Trump tweeted 
about Patti Blagojevich's interview on Fox TV, causing speculation that former Governor Rod Blagojevich 
might be getting a pardon. During the interview, Patti Blagojevich compared what happened to her 
husband to what is currently happening to President Trump, pay to play politics. Trump gave a positive 
nod to her in his tweet. Phil Rogers - Runs- 1:58  

 
 
TUESDAY , DECEMBER 18, 2018  
LAW ENFORCEMENT- POLICE STRUCK,KILLED BY TRAIN- 530AM/6AM /6PMPKG  
New information from police say that the body cameras worn by the officers killed after being struck by 
a train, show that they may have been unaware of a train coming at them. The two officers were on the 
tracks after responding to a call of shots fired. Police don’t know why they were on the tracks. This 
morning, a somber police procession followed the victims from the scene to the morgue, where they 
were greeted with a flag of honor and hundreds of officers saluting the procession. Meantime, bunting 
went up and two crosses were brought to district 5 , where the two officers were based. Dick Johnson-
/Ash Har Quraishi-  Runs 6:02  

NBC5 INVESTIGATES- POLITICS- MADIGAN  MONEY- 6PM PKG – NBC5 Investigates follows the money 

and finds how one politician, Mike Madigan can produce millions for fellow Democrats. It’s all perfectly 

legal, but also shows the influence that one person can have so that others fall  into line. Carol Marin- 

Runs 3:38  

LAW ENFORCEMENT- OFFICERS KILLED-CHICAGO- 10PM PKG-GoFundMe has raised thousands of 

dollars for the two officers, Officer Eduardo  Mermelejo and Conrad Gary . The two men were 

responding to a report of shots fired Monday night on the Southside railroad tracks  when they were 

struck and killed by a local train. Blue Ribbons of support popped up around the district 5 

neighborhood  as well as the officer’s homes. The fire department’s Chaplan says it means a great deal 

to the family to see police and firefighters lined up at the county medical examiners as the bodies of the 

two men arrived. Christian Farr/ Lexi Sutter- -Runs 1:50  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE- CANCER KIDS- NORTHBROOK? –5pm pkg  PKG- A pair of 11 year old best 

friends managed to raise thousands of dollars for other sick kids, after being diagnosed with the same 

type of Leukemia. Emma Vergeron and John Sorial  were both  the hospital and have been best friends 

ever since. The thousands they raised form a lemonade stand was split between two local hospitals, and 

the mothers , who are now close are still in shock from the generosity of the community. Sabrina 

Santucci- Runs 1:47  

EDUCATION- HINSDALE BUDGET CUTS- HINSDALE- 6PM PKG Hinsdale District 86 deals with budget 

cuts, voting for elimination of sports teams and other programs in order to fix their budget woes. The 

school officials say they will give residents one more chance to pass a referendum next April , or the cuts 

will be made. Chris Coffey- Runs 1:48     
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE- HOMELESSNESS/RELIGEON-  CHCIAGO- 4:30PM  PKG Old St. Pt’s Church 

hosted a memorial service for the homeless men and women who died in 2018. It’s one of more than 

150 similar events happening around the country and this performing choir had a goal, to lift up people 

who are homeless. Some in the choir, known as Harmony Hope in Healing  were homeless as well. 

LeeAnn Trotter- Runs 2:05  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2018  
RELIGEON-MADIGAN CHURCH REPORT- CHICAGO- 6PM/10PM PKG -A victim of clergy sex abuse says 
its time the Church owns up to its problems with sex abuse . Ken Kaczmarz says he hopes the latest 
Attorney General's report on sex abuse in the catholic church will encourage others like him to step 
forward. The Catholic Church says they have identified 185 priests in the  state who had credible sex 
abuse charges against them . But This week, Lisa Madigan, the Illinois Attorney General released a 
report saying more than 500 priests and clergy related workers have been accused of sex abuse. 
Kaczmarz says the church has been covering up the issue for decades. Phil Rogers/Patrick Fazio-Runs 
5:14  

 CRIME-OFFICERS KILLED/CHARGES - CHICAGO- 10PM PKG- A Chicago man with no history has been 
charged with felony gun charges after two officers investigating shots fired were killed by an on-coming 
train. For the first time, we hear from the attorney of the suspect who explains what happened that 
night.  Dick Johnson – Runs 1:59  

LAW ENFORCEMENT- ATF BALLISTIC TESTS- AURORA- 5PMPKG- The Aurora Police department is 
working with the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms in a nationwide program to share ballistic tests. Each 
bullet fired has its own identity, like a fingerprint,. This program now has Aurora Police using technology 
that will take pictures of all ballistic tests in the area, and share them with ATF and other law 
enforcement agencies. Charlie Wojciechowski- Runs 2:08  

NBC5 INVESTIGATES- CONSUMER- AIRLINE MILES HACK- ILLINOIS- 10PM PM PKG–Cyber criminals 
aren't only going after your bank accounts and credit cards anymore. Those airline miles that are used to 
entice credit card users are now being stolen and it’s become a big business. We shares some ways you 
can protect yourself.  Katie Kim-Runs 2:37  

ENVIRONMENT- STERIGENICS- WILLOWBROOK- 430PM PKG- Residents say the Environmental 
Protection Agency has known about the cancer risk from the Willowbrook Sterigenics plant for decades. 
And they point to a letter from the Illinois EPA from July of 1984 , which details concerns the IEPA had 
about the plant’s proposed emissions. The IEPA today responded to the 1984 letter, saying it was 
written before the national  emission standards were adopted for ethylene oxide Sterigenics uses 
ethylene oxide for medical sterilization and in August, residents were notified of the carcinogenic 
emissions from the plant posed elevated risk to cancer. Ash- Har Quraishi- Runs 2:04 

ECONOMY- PACKAGE MIS-DELIVERIES - WESTERN SPRINGS- PKG-6PM PKG -Local residents in Western 
Springs say they’ve been getting an increase in deliveries for packages that don't belong to them. 
Neighbors say they are delivering the packages themselves to the rightful owners, and say Amazon 
needs to do a better job of vetting delivery drivers to make sure the packages go in the right hands. 
Lauren Petty-Runs  2:19  

TRANSPORTATION/ECONOMY- WEST LOOP PARKING- CHICAGO- 5PM PKG -There is good and bad 
issues with a growing economy in the city's West Loop. The good is that more and more people are 
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wanting to spend their money in the trendy West Loop with restaurants and shops popping up in the 
neighborhood. The bad, that there isn't enough parking, and people are either double parking or getting 
frustrated and giving up on visiting. The Executive director of the West Loop Community organization 
says they are very aware of the complaints from store owners and are working with the city to build a 
parking garage and make more space available. Kate Chappell - Runs 2:12 

THURSDAY , DECEMBER 20, 2018   
CRIME – GACY ANNIVERSARY – DES PLAINES- 10PM PKG  
This week marks the 40th Anniversary of the killings of young boys in the John Wayne Gacy case.  
One former investigator in the case shares secrets behind the gruesome discovery. Phil Rogers-
Runs 1:30  
  
  
 LAW ENFORCEMENT- COP KILLED WAKE- CHICAGO - 10PM PKG-  
Today hundred stock in line in Oak Lawn to pay their respects to Officer Conrad Gary, one of two 
officers struck and killed by a train while investigating reports of shots fired in the area. Friends and 
family, officials from the police department all share their grief and support of the family. Patrick Fazio- 
Runs 2:26  

COPS KILLED- CHARGES- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- For the first time, we hear information about what led to 
the chase and fatal accident that killed two Chicago Police officers Monday night.  Edward Brown faces 
two felony gun charges and told police he had found the gun in an alley, went up to the train tracks to 
test it out. He faces a $200,00 dollar bond , and his lawyer says he's a good kid with no criminal 
record.  but the Fraternal Order of Police leader say the man should not have any bond . Trina 
Orlando/Christian Farr Runs 4:56   

  
ENTERTAINMENT- CHANCE THE RAPPER NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM- CHCIAGO- 6PM PKG  
Chance the Rapper hosted a benefit concert at the Museum of Science and Industry  tonight. It's the 
second annual night  at the museum and Chance uses his foundation, social works to help others. . Lee 
Ann Trotter 1:43  
 
NBC5 INVESTIGATES  POLITICS – BURKE LAWSUIT - CHICAGO 5PM PKG -   
An investigation by NBC5 shows that there are many unanswered questions as to 
why federal officials raided the officers of Alderman Ed Burke. Th alderman's office say they were unable 
to release certain information about the raid, because of pending investigation. But in an unusual move, 
the Alderman's office never sent our request to the city law department . The lawsuit filed  the denial of 
the request to release search warrants and subpoenas . Carol Marin- Runs 3:10  
  
  
ARCHITECTURE - NAVY PIER FLYOVER - CHICAGO 4PM  PKG – MARTIN 
The City unveiled several new infrastructure projects today, including opening part of the Navy Pier 
Flyover project, which allows bikers and runners to avoid the heavy vehicle traffic around Navy Pier and 
Lake Shore Drive. The project is one of several underway or recently completed, including the 41st 
Street and 43rd street flyover  by the city, in which the flyover gives better access for residents going to 
Lake Michigan, Kye Martin-Runs 2:12  

 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2018  
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LAW ENFORCEMENT- OFFICER GRAY FUNERAL- CHICAGO- 5PM PKG 
Officer Conrad Gary was laid to rest Friday, as hundreds of police officers, firefighters, friends and family 
brought support to the funeral. The Mayor, and Police Superintendent honored the young officer who 
was killed on Monday after being struck by a train while investigating shots fired in the area. It was the 
first of the two funerals scheduled. Ben Zamora - -Runs 1:28 
 
NBC5 INVESTIGATES- GACY ANNIVERSARY-  DES PLAINES -10PM PKG  
In part two of a two part series, Reporter Phil Rogers looks into the 40 years since the bodies of young 
men were found in the basement of John Wayne  Gacy. This case was so massive, investigators literally 
dismantled Gacy’s house to the beams to find evidence. Lead prosecutor Bill Kunkle  shares some 
evidence including an underlined bible passage that stood out. Today, the f ormer investigators  show us 
some of that evidence and  talk about what it was like when they discovered the bodies, as well as 
getting Gacy arrested. Phil Rogers-Runs 3:13  
 
 
ACCIDENT - NORTH AVENUE BEACH ACCIDENT- CHICAGO-LIVE 4PM/5PM PKG - High waves  in Lake 
Michigan toppled three people on the North Avenue bike path Friday afternoon. Two survived, but one 
woman never surfaced from the water. The Fire Department and the Coast Guard searched the waters 
as long as they could, but  weather forced them to postpone the search until tomorrow. Ash-Har 
Quraishi- Runs 3:47  
  
POLITICS- GOVERNMENT SHUT DOWN- WASHINGTON DC/CHICAGO- 10PM PKG- A government 
shutdown is all but expected after the Republicans and Democrat could not come to an agreement over 
the spending bill. President Trump went on the offensive blaming  the looming shutdown on Democrats, 
while Democratic leaders blamed the President for demanding 6 billion dollars for a border wall that the 
President said Mexico would pay for. The deadline is midnight- Eastern standard time,  Patrick Fazio- 
Runs 1: 52   
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- TWIN GIRLS GIFTS- TROTTER- 6PM PKG – The gift of giving around the holidays 
is emphasized by two brothers, who deliver toys to hospitalized kids.  
Tonight the The toy driver organizer, who happens to be the boys’ nanny says this is the 5th year the 
boys  have done this project and it keeps getting bigger and bigger. The kids save their birthday 
money,  and for the past three months, they’ve spent it on toys for the less fortunate kids. LeeAnn 
Trotter-Runs 1:37  
 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24,  2018  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- CHICAGO COVENANT HOUSE- CHICAGO - 10PM PKG- A north side shelter is 
giving a helping  hand to homeless folks with nowhere to go this Christmas Eve. Natalie Martinez- Runs 
2:12  
 
NBC5 INVESTIGATES- PARKING TICKETS- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- A new report by ProPublica has 
researched the parking tickets issued in Chicago over the last ___ year. What they found was that the 
Loop , where many tourists and residents go received the most parking tickets. But next in line , 
residents in the south and west sides were heavily ticketed. One researcher says it's not surprising that 
some even were forced to declare bankruptcy because the costs escalate when they don't pay the 
tickets, many could not afford the escalating costs. One suggestion from the research was to  charge 
areas who could least afford them a lower rate than other neighborhoods. Chris Coffey-Runs 2:15 
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RELIGEON- CHRISTMAS EVE VISIT- CHICAGO- 6pm vosot  - Cardinal Cupich visited patients at Chicago's 
Lurie Children's hospital today, offering  prayers and comfort for the patients and their children. Some 
families said they were grateful for the visit, and that spending their holiday in the hospital  instead of 
home was difficult. Runs :45  
 
ECONOMY- LAST MINUTE SHOPPING- CHICAGO/ROSEMONT- 6PM PKG- Last minute shoppers scoured 
the mall for last minute deals, before the stores closed for the holiday. Many of them say this is just a 
tradition for them, while others were out to pick up last minute gifts they forgot. And some shoppers 
went in the middle of the night at the local Kohls store just to avoid the last minute rush. Sandra 
Torres, Lisa Chavarria- Runs 2:02  
 
TUESDAY , DECEMBER 25, 2018 
HOLIDAY - CHRISTMAS IN HOSPITAL- 4PM PKG  
For the 46th year in a row, Chicago firefighters from Chicago Fire Department Engine Company 
63  spread some holiday cheer by making a special visit to La Rabid Children’s Hospital on Christmas Day. 
Kate Chappell  - Runs 2:02  
  
RELIGEON- CHURCH CLOSING –CHICAGO   6PM PKG  
Saint Felicitas, a 90-year-old  south side Chicago church, will hold its final mass Christmas Day before 
closing. May parishioners cried throughout the mass and said they were sad after spending many 
important life changing events such as funerals, first communion and weddings there. Ash-Har Quraishi- 
Runs 2:05  
  
HOLIDAY- SAILORS CHRISTMAS- ARLINGTON HEIGHTS-5PM PKG  
Academy in Arlington Heights hosts 50 sailors from Naval Station Great Lakes who cannot be with their 
families on Christmas Day. They received food, played video games, and were able to call their families 
with the help of donated cell phones for the day. Many spoke about how nice it was to have a place 
away from the base to spend the holidays. Chris Hush-Runs 2:16  
  
HOMELESS- CHRISTMAS MEALS FOR HOMELESS- CHICAGO -4PM  PKG  
Monsignor Michael Boland, President of Catholic Charities, and more than 60 volunteers will serve a full 
Christmas Day feast at the annual Catholic Charities Christmas lunch. Regina Waldrop- Runs 1:38  
 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2018  
ECONOMY- GIFT RETURNS- SKOKIE - 4PM PKG- Today marks one of the busiest days for gift returns  but 
customers this year are praising companies for making it easy. At one north suburban mall, customers 
said stores made it easy this year, even without a receipt. It also was a chance to grab some great 
bargains, put out by stores trying to get retail sales up this year.  Ash-Har  Quraishi- Runs  2:05  
 
TRANSPORTATION- HOLIDAY TRAVEL - CHICAGO- 4pmPM PKG- Long lines were the story of the day 
today at O’Hare airport, as travelers return back home after the Christmas holidays. But unlike before 
the Christmas rush, people had a relatively quiet weather day, meaning fewer delays. Christian Farr-
Runs- 2:03  
   
CIVIL RIGHTS- WOMEN'S MARCH CANCELLED- 430PM PKG- The Women's March in Chicago has been 
cancelled for next month, and the reasoning behind the hugely successful march differs, depending who 
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you speak to about it. Some say the march to the polls was a success to changing our political climate in 
National and local politics, while others say the issue of the march being connected to Farrakhan may 
have played a role. Other suburbs still plan to hold their own march. Regina Waldrop- Runs 2:11  
  
HOLIDAYS- KWANZAA CELEBRATION- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- Today  marks the first day of Kwanzaa, the 
African and African American holiday celebration. The Dusable Museum kicked off the holiday with a 
special event,  Lee Ann Trotter- Runs 1:47  

 THURSDAY , DECEMBER 27, 2018  

CRIME- STATE STREET SHOOTING- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG- A man dressed as a mail carrier approached a 
home on the south side. When the residents answered, the suspect shot both of them and fled. Police 
have no suspects in custody and it's unknown what the motive was behind the shooting. Ash Har 
Quraishi- 2:12  
 
ANIMALS/CRIME- DOGNAPPER- NAPERVILLE- 4:30PMPKG- Someone stole a cute puppy during the 
Christmas rush at a local Petland . It happened in the middle of the day when the store was filled with 
customers. The manager said the suspect walked out with the puppy under her coat. They are asking the 
public's help in returning the puppy with no questions asked. Chris Hush-Runs 1:38  
 
ENVIRONMENT- BROWN WATER- LAKE STATION, INDIANA- 5PM PKG- Water Department officials say 
they have fixed the problem behind brown water that residents have been dealing with for the past few 
weeks. The brown water was believed to be from old rusty sewers. Water officials said the water was 
safe to drink, even if it was not clear. The  sewers were replaced recently, and now the water has 
returned to its clear luster. Regina Waldrop-Runs 2:07  
 
 
HOLIDAYS- NEW YEARS EVENTS - CHICAGOLAND- 5PM PKG- Several big events are planned at local 
museums and major venues that focus on family fun. These events include an afternoon ball drop, music 
and food for the whole family and educational fun as well. Sabrina Santucci-Runs 1:34  
 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28, ,2018  
ECONOMY- SEARS BANKRUPTCY DEADLINE- NORTH RIVERSIDE—5PM PKG 
 The  CEO of Sears has put in a last minute bid to keep the company from liquidating. Today was the 
deadline for any companies to put in bid before decision is made about the future of the  company.  
Even if the bid is accepted,  that may not stop the company from closing more stores. Chris Coffey- 
RUNS 2:45  
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE- THEATRE/DISABILITIES- GOODMAN THEATRE AUTISM DAY- CHICAGO- 6PM 
PKG-  
The Goodman Theatre launches special show  of 'A Christmas Carol' for those with sensory sensitivity . 
One family says it's a very big deal for them and hope others with autism take advantage of the show. 
The theatre has changed each scene in the show , lowering lights, adding more exits, cutting some of the 
sound effects in order to engage those in the audience with autism. One girl says this type of inclusion 
for her community means everything. Sabrina Santucci-Runs 2:03  
 
ACCIDENT- FATAL ACCIDENT- NILES - 6PM PKG- 
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Niles police say that crash that killed 72-year-old pedestrian was not a hit and run accident.  
But to the wife of the 72 year old victim Michael Potwora , she just wants closure in finding out who did 
this. The man killed was crossing the street Thursday evening, getting a thank you card to the priest that 
married him and his wife four months ago, when he was struck and killed by a vehicle. Originally the 
police had determined the accident was a hit and run, but that turned out not to be true. Lisa 
Chavarria/Sandra Torres- Runs 2:07  
 
CRIME- BURGLARY INVESTIGATION- CHICAGO-PKG- Pericles Abbasi shows us his home that was 
recently broken into and says the police never investigated the crime. This comes as the police this week 
came out with crime numbers that showed burglaries were down in 2018. Katie Kim-Runs 1:23  
  
CLEAR THE SHELTER- SHELTER SHORTAGE- COOK COUNTY- 6PM PKG-  
The South Suburban Humane Society struggles with overflow after largest shelter in county, Animal 
Welfare league ends contract with Cook County . The  South Suburban shelter manager says people are 
dropping off animals that the county doesn’t have room to keep, causing them to have an overflow. 
Right now the animal cages are full and they are using the community room to house the animals. Chris 
Hush Runs 2:09  
 
DECEMBER 31, 2018  
HOLIDAY – NEW YEAR’S EVE PREPS-   4pm pkg  
Navy Pier is gearing up for thousands to show up for the New Year’s celebrations. It’s the city’s largest 
celebration in the city and with plenty to due and plenty of planning, and extra security.  But the Drake 
hotel also is hosting a gala, and the ambassador Chicago is serving up hot doug’s gourmet sausauges. 
But if animals are your thing, check out the Lincoln Park Zoo where you can ring in the new year. Lee 
Ann Trotter 
2:02  
 
SAFETY- NEW YEARS EVE SECURITY- CHICAGO- 6PM PKG  
Police have over 1000 offices on the streets today to keep residents and tourists safe this new year’s 
eve. Navy Pier, the state’s largest tourist facility is working with police to make sure their annual party 
and fire works event goes off without a hitch. The Superintendent plans on patrolling with crews 
tonight, keeping an eye on the safety of his city .  Christian Farr- Runs 1;50  
 
 
SPORTS – BEARS EXCITEMENT –CHICAGO -  4PM PKG  
The only thing on customers minds at this local diner is the Chicago Bears, going to the playoffs. You can 
feel the excitement when they talk about their team. One analyst for the Windy City Gridiron , a  fans 
blog  says Chicago bears fans are some of the most passionate fans  in the NFL. Lisa Chavarria-Runs 2:05  
 
ACCIDENT-JUSTICE APARTMENT FIRE- JUSTICE ILLINOIS- 430PM PKG  
Dozens of people were displaced after a extra alarm fire destroyed parts of an apartment building, just 
days after Christmas. One resident says she is still trying to figure out how to rebuild.  
The fire broke out late Sunday night  , and spread to other buildings. The roof of one of the buildings 
completely collapsed, escalating the fire. Sandra Torres- Runs  
 
 
ECONOMY- HEARTLAND CAFÉ CLOSES- chicago –5pm  pkg  



 

WMAQ CHICAGO – 4Q 2018 Page 46 
 

A Chicago landmark restaurant is closing its doors today, after being in the Rogers Park neighborhood 
for four deccades. Longtime customers visted the iconic café one more time before it closed its 100 year 
old building door . Kate Chappell- Runs 2:15 
 
NEW YEARS EVE SHOW- CHICAGO- LIVE SHOW- NBC5 New Year’s Eve show, with live shots at various 
events  in the city. A look at some of the big parties at Navy Pier, the Drake Hotel and the Hilton. Also 
interspersed with stories on New Year’s fashions, casino fun and music, and ends with the beautiful 
fireworks around the city and Riverfront Runs – Staff  1 hour 2 minutes.  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 


