
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 
for 

WQPX-TV 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 

for 
THIRD QUARTER ENDING: September 30, 2015 

 
In accordance with Section 73.3526(e)(11)(i) of the Federal Communications Commission’s rules, the following, 
in the opinion of WQPX-TV, are the problems and needs of the community for the period noted above.  They are 
not necessarily listed in order of importance.  Each is identified by significant public affairs and/or public service 
programming in response to these needs. 
  
 

1. Failing Scranton Economy 
2. Health Care Reform   
3. Gay Rights/Gay Marriage 
4. Crime Rate 
5. Road Construction 
6. Steamtown Mall sale/New owners/New business 
7. Pet Care/SPCA Issues 
8. End of Life Care/Hospice Care 
9. Entrepreneurship/Starting a Business 
10. Drug Trafficking 

 
A detailed summary of each program’s content, including guests, affiliations and date of 
broadcast is included in this report. 
 
“Northeast Current” is WQPX-TV’s locally-produced 30 minute public affairs program covering human 
interest related issues and affairs that are important to Scranton-Wilkes Barre and the surrounding area 
community.   We welcome non-profits, authors, artists, musicians, community leaders, and other influential 
people.  This 30 minute show premiered in March 2001 “Northeast Current’ has been a great tool to get the 
word out about the station and have a local presence.  Past guests (live in-studio or via satellite) include Billy 
Ray Cyrus, Georgia Engel, Dan Goggin, Chris Noth, Hector Elizondo, Jillian Michaels, Denise Austin, Mario 
Lopez, Tyler Florence, Leeza Gibbons, Joan Lunden, Patty Duke, Cat Cora, Cal Ripken Jr., Ronald McDonald 
House, Salvation Army, Center for Independent Living, Lackawanna Humane society, Everhart Museum, Area 
Agency on Aging, American Red Cross, Lupus Foundation, Lackawanna County Visitors Center and the Girl 
Scouts.  “Northeast Current” was the recipient of a Bronze Telly Award in  2006 & 2009 and a Silver Telly 
Award in 2005 & 2007. www.tellyawards.com 
 
 “destinatIONs” is a 30 minute public affairs program covering human interest related issues and affairs that 
are important to Scranton-Wilkes Barre and the surrounding area community.   The focus of the show is to 
bring awareness, educate and enlarge the viewing public's understanding of community and human interest 
issues relevant to their lives. The show is based on a walk-through tour of a community-serving facility with a 
media coordinator from the facility, an informational presentation by a local historian, local political events such 
as town council meetings or even meetings by charitable organizations that serve the counties that make up 
our viewing area.   
 
  
“Pets Best Friend” is a 30 minute public affairs show hosted by Sam Lesante that discusses pet care, pet 

adoption, and ASPCA issues.  Dr. Inayat Kathio is a veterinarian from Kingston, PA, that dedicates his life to 

helping people with their pets and traveling to underdeveloped countries such as Israel, Pakistan and Mexico 

to do charity work with their animals. He is a consultant to the United Nations and tries to bring American 

technology to these countries to help the animals.    

 

 

http://www.tellyawards.com/
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: NEPA Scene 
Topic/Title:  NEPA Scene’s Got Talent 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 2, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local arts scene/local talent/community events 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Various 
 

Last week Thirst T’s Bar & Grill hosted NEPA Scene’s Got Talent.   

12 performers * 5 judges * 3 emcees 

We had a blast covering this event.   Bernie Maopolski is our host and gets us the inside scoop as he’s one of 

the judges on the panel.    Singers, bands and comedians competed for some really awesome prizes.  The 

past 12 weeks they have been hosting these competitions and this is the final installment…the champions are 

competing!  2nd runner up wins a $250 cash prize and the Grand prize winner gets $500, 3 night stay in Ohio, a 

tour of the Great Lakes Brewing Company and Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Cleveland Indians tix, and a 

recording session at 25-8 Studios in Scranton! NEPA  Scene wanted to help showcase the talent here in our 

community.  They started an open mic night but wanted to grow on that idea.  Here we are today with all the 

amazing show and the energy in the room was so great.  We had the chance to talk to some of the performers, 

the owner of Thirst T’s, Tom, and we bring you some highlights from each performer.  Who won the prize?  

Tune in to find out.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current   Episode: Lackawanna Blind/College Tuition 
Topic/Title:  Lackawanna Blind Association/College Tuition 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 2, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: visually impaired/local services/college tuition 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Paul Trama – Coordinator, PELL Radio Reading Services 
   Nancy Farmer – President, Private College 529 Plan 
 

10 years ago, Paul Trama was on our set to talk about his work in the community as the Coordinator of the 

PELL Radio Reading Services in conjunction with the Lackawanna Blind Association. Their mission is to 

support and promote the interests of the blind, visually impaired and the prevention of unnecessary blindness 

in Lackawanna County. Its great to have him back on the show to tell us all the great programs they have 

implemented and how the association has really grown over the years.   As a reading service, they 

read/broadcast the Times Tribune live Monday thru Friday from 8am – 10am   On WUSR (University of 

Scranton’s radio station)  99.5 FM and online at WUSRFM.com.   Its primarily for the visually impaired but they 

invite anyone to tune in if they are too busy or on their morning commute.  They consist of 20 volunteers some 

of them have been giving their time for 20 years.  Its been such an important part of our community.  They find 

its not only a source of information, but companionship.  The association has been in existence since about 

1912 and Paul goes into the client support services they offer.  Caseworkers are brought in to help find out 

their needs especially for those who have lost their sight late in life.  Other services include sensory 

development program, life skills program, support groups, van transportation, shopping trips, movie day and an 

audio book club.  Paul got involved back in 1981 when he was a student at the University of Scranton and he 

volunteered his time for the reading service. Its great to see that he’s so passionate about what he does for the 

community.    

For music fans Paul would also like us to know that he hosts his own show on WUSR “Spotlight” every Friday 

morning at 7:30am.  He plays a variety of artists from the 60’s 70’s and 80’s  and likes to throw in local artists 

when he can.  www.lackawannablind.org 

It’s not surprising that parents are more likely to say they know what a 529 plan is than their teenage children. 

According to the Teen College Savings Barometer and The First Annual Parent College Savings Study, one of 

the top concerns for today’s college-bound teens is not being able to afford to attend the college of their 

choice.  For parents, cost is the most important factor in choosing a college for their teen to attend, while teens 

look at the success rates of graduates finding employment to help make their decision.  The differences don’t 

end there.   Nancy Farmer, President of Private College 529 Plan, shares highlights from their Third Annual 

Teen College Savings Barometer and their First Annual Parent College Savings Study, which takes a look at 

teenagers’ involvement in the college education savings process, and compares their degree of knowledge 

and anticipated participation in college tuition costs to that of their parents.  Nancy discusses the Plan, the only 

non-state pre-paid tuition option which allows parents and future students to minimize the effects of rising 

tuition costs by locking in today’s rates for tomorrow’s education. In addition to paying less by pre-paying, she’ll 

explain how to access a large network of schools, benefit from tax advantages and gain peace of mind.  

 
 
 
  

 

http://www.lackawannablind.org/
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Program:  destinatIONs   Episode: Denison House 3 
Topic/Title:  Denison House 3 of 4 
Air Date:  Tuesday, July 7, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Tour of historic Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA 
Host:   Nathan Denison House Advocates 
 
 
The Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA hosts walking tour throughout the summer months for the public.  

Docents give the tour dressed in period costume and provide information about the house itself as well as 

everyday household items that were in use during the late 1700s. 

On camera hosts were: 

Robert Mischack, Docent and Denison Advocate 

 

 

Program:  destinatIONs   Episode: Denison House 2  
Topic/Title:  Denison House 2 of 4 
Air Date:  Tuesday, July 7, 2015 6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Tour of historic Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA 
Host:   Nathan Denison House Advocates 
 
 
The Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA hosts walking tour throughout the summer months for the public.  

Docents give the tour dressed in period costume and provide information about the house itself as well as 

everyday household items that were in use during the late 1700s. 

 

On camera hosts were:  Robert Mischack, Docent and Denison Advocate 
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Joe Van Wie 
Topic/Title:  Joe Van Wie - Filmmaker 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 9, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local arts scene/local filmmaker/entrepreneurship/local films 
Hosts:   DJ Roc N Rol 
Guests:  Joe Van Wie – Award Winning Producer & Director 
 

 
Joe Van Wie, one of Scranton’s most accomplished residents, is our guest today.  Originally from West 

Scranton, he’s an award winning director and producer that went on to work in the filmmaking industry in L. A. 

and New York. He came back to his roots and his office/team JVW, Inc. has been in Scranton for 6 years and 

he’s got so many projects to talk to us about. 

Joe goes into detail with his most famous film, “Forged”.  Serving as the executive producer on that film, he 

states it was one of his hardest shoots.  Among other accolades it was the recipient of the Best Film Award at 

the 2010 NY Latino Film Festival. 

We discuss his endeavor creating the Pennsylvania Film School, teaching student the technical aspects of 

filmmaking.  As Joe always says, he can’t give you passion for this industry, you have to find it in yourself.  But 

he can help to show you how that passion will break down to a day to day schedule and they accomplished 

that with this project where they went into the public schools to show kids how to work the various positions 

involved in a video shoot. 

Their latest project is a film called “Susquehanna” also filmed locally. Joe gives us some insight into that film 

and where they are now in production. 

It was a pleasure for us to interview Joe and get his take on the industry and we can tell that he absolutely 

loves what he does and we thank him for all the valuable information.  Any amateur filmmakers out there will 

want to check out this episode.  He lets you know what to expect if you are hoping to work in this industry or 

produce your own film.  We were blown away with his expertise and honesty about this industry.  But can he 

juggle??? Tune in to find out! 

DJ Roc N Rol is your host for today’s show as we broadcast right from Joe’s home office in downtown 

Scranton.    

www.jvwinc.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jvwinc.net/
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: NEPA Scene 
Topic/Title:  NEPA Scene’s Got Talent 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 9, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local arts scene/local talent/community events 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Various 
 

Last week Thirst T’s Bar & Grill hosted NEPA Scene’s Got Talent.   

12 performers * 5 judges * 3 emcees 

We had a blast covering this event.   Bernie Maopolski is our host and gets us the inside scoop as he’s one of 

the judges on the panel.    Singers, bands and comedians competed for some really awesome prizes.  The 

past 12 weeks they have been hosting these competitions and this is the final installment…the champions are 

competing!  2nd runner up wins a $250 cash prize and the Grand prize winner gets $500, 3 night stay in Ohio, a 

tour of the Great Lakes Brewing Company and Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Cleveland Indians tix, and a 

recording session at 25-8 Studios in Scranton! NEPA  Scene wanted to help showcase the talent here in our 

community.  They started an open mic night but wanted to grow on that idea.  Here we are today with all the 

amazing show and the energy in the room was so great.  We had the chance to talk to some of the performers, 

the owner of Thirst T’s, Tom, and we bring you some highlights from each performer.  Who won the prize?  

Tune in to find out.   

  

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: Denison House 4 
Topic/Title:  Denison House 4 of 4 
Air Date:  Tuesday, July 14, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Tour of historic Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA 
Host:   Nathan Denison House Advocates 
 
 
The Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA hosts walking tour throughout the summer months for the public.  

Docents give the tour dressed in period costume and provide information about the house itself as well as 

everyday household items that were in use during the late 1700s. 

On camera hosts were: 

Robert Mischack, Docent and Denison Advocate 
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Program:  destinatIONs   Episode: Denison House 3 
Topic/Title:  Denison House 3 of 4 
Air Date:  Tuesday, July 14, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Tour of historic Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA 
Host:   Nathan Denison House Advocates 
 
 
The Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA hosts walking tour throughout the summer months for the public.  

Docents give the tour dressed in period costume and provide information about the house itself as well as 

everyday household items that were in use during the late 1700s. 

On camera hosts were: 

Robert Mischack, Docent and Denison Advocate 
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: First Friday/Children’s Fundraiser 
Topic/Title:  First Friday Scranton/Children’s Fundraiser 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 16, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local arts scene/local events/car racing/children’s charity 
Hosts:   Kate Moss 

Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Michael Samony- Old Forge, Race Car Driver 
 

Broadcasting from First Friday Scranton on Independence Day weekend!  Host Bernie Maopolski takes a walk 

around the streets of downtown Scranton to talk to the community leaders, community members, vendors and 

maybe a superhero or 2!  We had a blast talking to everyone and seeing all that First Friday had to offer.  We 

saw some great musicians include Lily playing guitar and singing outside of AFA gallery, we saw the Pop Up 

Market Place with their really unique vintage items, great artwork, and some fundraisers. In your travels, did 

you happen to see the sidewalks covered with the words “LOOK UP” in chalk? One of the major events we 

wanted to help promote is the Look Up campaign which encourages us to step outside and LOOK UP! and 

enjoy the art in our beautiful and often unique architecture in our downtown buildings.  Architecture tells the 

story of Scranton’s heyday! A story and heritage that has fed the city’s revitalization. Today, Scranton is 

experiencing a renaissance in the footprint of its former glory. Former coal company offices are now 

departments at Universities, a grand railroad station is a magnificent hotel, and commercial and office buildings 

are now modern and luxury apartments. 

World renowned architects designed some of the most beautiful and unique buildings in our downtown using 
the talent of old-world craftsmanship that has stood the test of time. 

It really was a magicial Scrantastic night as we walked around the courthouse as they were getting ready for 

the Philharmonic performance and the fireworks!  www.firstfridayscranton.com 

 

You might remember our previous interview with remarkable 10 year-old racecar driver Michael Samony from 

Old Forge. Well we have him back on the show to tell us about some of his races and he shows us his 

slingshot car! He’s so proud of it!.  We talk about the upcoming race at Pocono Raceway.  We are back at the 

Winner’s Circle bar and restaurant in Taylor, PA.  The memorabilia in this place has to be seen to be believed!   

Lots of gear from Daytona including a jacket from Rusty Wallace and a signed helmet from Dale Jr. with the 

microphone still attached. I hear many fans come to kiss it.  In addition to the great atmosphere this bar has a 

great new patio and great food.  It’s a truly unique place.  Michael had organized a fundraiser there on the day 

of the interview and some of the money raised will be donated to the Janet Weis Children’s Hospital in 

Danville.  Music, food and lots of surprises and he was so happy to help raise money for the children’s 

organization.    

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstfridayscranton.com/
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Joe Van Wie 
Topic/Title:  Joe Van Wie - Filmmaker 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 16, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local arts scene/local filmmaker/entrepreneurship/local films 
Hosts:   DJ Roc N Rol 
Guests:  Joe Van Wie – Award Winning Producer & Director 
 
Joe Van Wie, one of Scranton’s most accomplished residents, is our guest today.  Originally from West 

Scranton, he’s an award winning director and producer that went on to work in the filmmaking industry in L. A. 

and New York. He came back to his roots and his office/team JVW, Inc. has been in Scranton for 6 years and 

he’s got so many projects to talk to us about. 

Joe goes into detail with his most famous film, “Forged”.  Serving as the executive producer on that film, he 

states it was one of his hardest shoots.  Among other accolades it was the recipient of the Best Film Award at 

the 2010 NY Latino Film Festival. 

We discuss his endeavor creating the Pennsylvania Film School, teaching student the technical aspects of 

filmmaking.  As Joe always says, he can’t give you passion for this industry, you have to find it in yourself.  But 

he can help to show you how that passion will break down to a day to day schedule and they accomplished 

that with this project where they went into the public schools to show kids how to work the various positions 

involved in a video shoot. 

Their latest project is a film called “Susquehanna” also filmed locally. Joe gives us some insight into that film 

and where they are now in production. 

It was a pleasure for us to interview Joe and get his take on the industry and we can tell that he absolutely 

loves what he does and we thank him for all the valuable information.  Any amateur filmmakers out there will 

want to check out this episode.  He lets you know what to expect if you are hoping to work in this industry or 

produce your own film.  We were blown away with his expertise and honesty about this industry.  But can he 

juggle??? Tune in to find out!  DJ Roc N Rol is your host for today’s show as we broadcast right from Joe’s 

home office in downtown Scranton.   www.jvwinc.net 

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: James Murphy 
Topic/Title:  Dr. James Murphy 
Air Date:  Tuesday, July 21, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: The treatment of arthritis joint pain 
Host:   Kingston Active Adult Center 
 
Dr. James Murphy from Geisinger Medical Center discussed the treatment of arthritis joint pain before an 

audience gathered at the Kingston Active Adult Center in Kingston, Pa. 

On camera hosts were: 

Sandi Acornly, Kingston Active Adult Center Director 

Dr. James Murphy, Geisinger 

 

http://www.jvwinc.net/
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Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: Denison House 4 
Topic/Title:  Denison House 4 of 4 
Air Date:  Tuesday, July 21, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Tour of historic Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA 
Host:   Nathan Denison House Advocates 
 
 
The Nathan Denison House in Forty Fort, PA hosts walking tour throughout the summer months for the public.  

Docents give the tour dressed in period costume and provide information about the house itself as well as 

everyday household items that were in use during the late 1700s. 

On camera hosts were: 

Robert Mischack, Docent and Denison Advocate 
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Buck Hill/Fresh Air/Pocono 
Topic/Title:  Buck Hill Skytop Music Fest/Fresh Air Fund/NASCAR/Pocono Raceway 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 23, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local music fest/music education/fresh air/charity work/car racing 
Hosts:   Kate Moss 
Guests:  Dr. David Mazza – Pres. Of the Board, Buck Hill Skytop Music Fest 
   Joey Chancey – Artistic Dir., Buck Hill Skytop Music Fest 
   Mike Conroy – Local Chairperson, Fresh Air Fund 
   Brent Hudak – Owner, Winner’s Circle 
We are happy to have the representatives of the Buck Hill Skytop Music Fest on the show today. Broadcasting 

from East Stroudsburg high school where the student chorus is rehearsing for their performance, we meet Dr. 

David Mazza and Joey Chancey, both committed to this endeavor and are so excited to tell us all about it.  In 

its 6th year and taking place in 5 locations, the festival grew from David’s plan to have just a small music 

gathering in his home.  He feels music has so much to offer kids and community members no matter what they 

go through in life.  They want to present it in high quality while providing education and scholarships to kids. 

Expect to hear chamber music, jazz, pop, broadway with famous musicians and composers such as Cole 

Porter.  Students will have the opportunity to study with 2 broadway veterans.  They reviewed 64 submissions 

for their First Annual Developmental Theater Lab.  To advance the fest’s mission, they select a new work that 

is ready to be explored musically and dramatically and bring it to the stage with a professional creative team 

and cast.  The winner was “The Lost Girl” which focuses on the Peter Pan characters all grown up and 

remembering their trip to Neverland and their ability to fly.  Their Up Close and Musical event allows students 

to meet and greet and really get to know the broadway performers. There will be a jazz dinner and happy hour. 

All leading up to the final outdoor concert with a 15 piece orchestra with Sky Top Lodge as the backdrop. 

World class artists and diverse talent is what they are dedicated to.  This festival is a great way to celebrate 

Americana and American composers while encouraging jobs and professions in the arts.   

For all the info including dates/concerts/performers/prices visit www.buckhillskytopfest.org 

The Fresh Air Fund is an independent, non-profit agency that has provided free summer experiences to more 

than 1.8 million New York City children from low-income communities since 1877. Each summer, close to 

4,000 children visit volunteer host families in rural, suburban and small town communities across 13 states 

from Virginia to Maine and Canada through The Fresh Air Fund’s Volunteer Host Family Program. Volunteer 

host families share their summers for up to two weeks with the kids, ages six to 18, who leave behind the city 

streets to run barefoot in the grass or see the stars at night.  We meet Mike Conroy who is a local chairperson 

for the Fresh Air Fund.  He tells us the personal fulfillment he feels as a host family and what a great way to 

spend your summer.  We talk to another family who is so excited to be hosting for a second year and how 

great it feels to offer these kids a summer they don’t normally have an opportunity to enjoy.  They were 

especially happy to help a child learn to ride a bike on last year’s visit. If you would like to get involved or get 

more information on being a volunteer host family contact www.freshair.org or 570-351-1119 for more 

information.  The next group of kids will be coming to the area on August 6th so call or click to get involved.   

Our Preview to the Poconos Special!  Kate joins us again at the Winner’s Circle in Taylor, PA and what better 

place to talk about the upcoming NASCAR race. You have to see the inside of this restaurant to believe it. 

Tons of NASCAR memorabilia along with great food and an awesome patio.  We get to sample the food and 

show you what to expect.  Enjoy authentic smoked food? We got to see the smoker and they give us a lesson 

on how to prepare the food.  The race will be here before you know it. Kate gives us the real scoop on the race 

and other hot NASCAR topics.  Will you be at the race? Kate will be there broadcasting for her Race Talk Live 

with Kate Moss on CLNS radio. Catch her podcast each week.  

http://www.buckhillskytopfest.org/
http://www.freshair.org/
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: First Friday/Children’s Fundraiser 
Topic/Title:  First Friday Scranton/Children’s Fundraiser 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 23, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local arts scene/local events/car racing/children’s charity 
Hosts:   Kate Moss 

Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Michael Samony- Old Forge, Race Car Driver 
 

Broadcasting from First Friday Scranton on Independence Day weekend!  Host Bernie Maopolski takes a walk 

around the streets of downtown Scranton to talk to the community leaders, community members, vendors and 

maybe a superhero or 2!  We had a blast talking to everyone and seeing all that First Friday had to offer.  We 

saw some great musicians include Lily playing guitar and singing outside of AFA gallery, we saw the Pop Up 

Market Place with their really unique vintage items, great artwork, and some fundraisers. In your travels, did 

you happen to see the sidewalks covered with the words “LOOK UP” in chalk? One of the major events we 

wanted to help promote is the Look Up campaign which encourages us to step outside and LOOK UP! and 

enjoy the art in our beautiful and often unique architecture in our downtown buildings.  Architecture tells the 

story of Scranton’s heyday! A story and heritage that has fed the city’s revitalization. Today, Scranton is 

experiencing a renaissance in the footprint of its former glory. Former coal company offices are now 

departments at Universities, a grand railroad station is a magnificent hotel, and commercial and office buildings 

are now modern and luxury apartments. 

World renowned architects designed some of the most beautiful and unique buildings in our downtown using 
the talent of old-world craftsmanship that has stood the test of time. 

It really was a magicial Scrantastic night as we walked around the courthouse as they were getting ready for 

the Philharmonic performance and the fireworks!  www.firstfridayscranton.com 

 

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: FF Concert 1 
Topic/Title:  Forty Fort Meeting House Concert PT 1 of 3 
Air Date:  Tuesday, July 28, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Concert / Entertainment Summer Series  
Host:   Forty Fort Cemetery Association 
 
 
This is the second of three musical programs to take place at the Forty Fort Meeting House.  Performing is 

John Michael Vaida, along with two accompanists, Emma Dong and Amy Iwazumi.  He is an adjunct professor 

of violin at Wilkes University and serves as artist-in-residence at Wyoming Seminary. 

 

On camera host was: 

Matt Schooley, President of the Forty Fort Cemetery Association 

 

http://www.firstfridayscranton.com/
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Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: James Murphy 
Topic/Title:  Dr. James Murphy 
Air Date:  Tuesday, July 28, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: The treatment of arthritis joint pain 
Host:   Kingston Active Adult Center 
 
Dr. James Murphy from Geisinger Medical Center discussed the treatment of arthritis joint pain before an 

audience gathered at the Kingston Active Adult Center in Kingston, Pa. 

On camera hosts were: 

Sandi Acornly, Kingston Active Adult Center Director 

Dr. James Murphy, Geisinger 

 

 

Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Railriders 
Topic/Title:  Scranton Wilkes-Barre Railriders 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 30, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local Triple-A baseball team/community outreach/local sports 
Hosts:   Kate Moss 
Guests:  Barry “B-Ray” Snyder – Director, Marketing & Promotions 
 

So excited to take our show behind-the-scenes at the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Railriders!  They are our local 

professional minor league baseball team based in Moosic. The team plays in Northern Division of International 

League and is the Triple-A affiliate of the New York Yankees Major League Baseball club. The team plays at 

PNC Field . Its our very first time at the ball field thanks to host Kate Moss.  Today we get an all access pass 

from Barry “B-Ray” Snyder. He wears many hats in this organization.  He’s the director or marketing and 

promotions, the on-field MC and the leader of the pinstripe patrol.  But he’s so excited to show us around and 

we know he really loves his job. What an adventure walking around the 10,000 seat stadium that was designed 

after Veterans Stadium to be a bit smaller and with the ability to sit closer to the field without nosebleed seats.  

So many good seats to choose from and so affordable with some tickets only costing 8 dollars.  He’s so 

excited to tell us more including what he feels is the best seat in the house. 

Lots of fun stuff at our stadium such as the First Annual Legends Game that was held with a full roster of the 

old-time Yankees in attendance, the Pinstripe Patrol, the Legends races, tv & video control room, the Funzone, 

the front office and even Derek Jeter’s visit.  Plus an exclusive interview with Champ who, did you know turns, 

8 years old!  

Will B-Ray do the fun slide for us? Will Kate dance with Champ?  Tune in to find out! 

www.swbrailriders.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minor_league_baseball
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple-A_(baseball)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Yankees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_League_Baseball
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PNC_Field
http://www.swbrailriders.com/
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Buck Hill/Fresh Air/Pocono 
Topic/Title:  Buck Hill Skytop Music Fest/Fresh Air Fund/NASCAR/Pocono Raceway 
Air Date:   Thursday, July 30, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local music fest/music education/fresh air/charity work/car racing 
Hosts:   Kate Moss 
Guests:  Dr. David Mazza – Pres. Of the Board, Buck Hill Skytop Music Fest 
   Joey Chancey – Artistic Dir., Buck Hill Skytop Music Fest 
   Mike Conroy – Local Chairperson, Fresh Air Fund 
   Brent Hudak – Owner, Winner’s Circle 
We are happy to have the representatives of the Buck Hill Skytop Music Fest on the show today. Broadcasting 

from East Stroudsburg high school where the student chorus is rehearsing for their performance, we meet Dr. 

David Mazza and Joey Chancey, both committed to this endeavor and are so excited to tell us all about it.  In 

its 6th year and taking place in 5 locations, the festival grew from David’s plan to have just a small music 

gathering in his home.  He feels music has so much to offer kids and community members no matter what they 

go through in life.  They want to present it in high quality while providing education and scholarships to kids. 

Expect to hear chamber music, jazz, pop, broadway with famous musicians and composers such as Cole 

Porter.  Students will have the opportunity to study with 2 broadway veterans.  They reviewed 64 submissions 

for their First Annual Developmental Theater Lab.  To advance the fest’s mission, they select a new work that 

is ready to be explored musically and dramatically and bring it to the stage with a professional creative team 

and cast.  The winner was “The Lost Girl” which focuses on the Peter Pan characters all grown up and 

remembering their trip to Neverland and their ability to fly.  Their Up Close and Musical event allows students 

to meet and greet and really get to know the broadway performers. There will be a jazz dinner and happy hour. 

All leading up to the final outdoor concert with a 15 piece orchestra with Sky Top Lodge as the backdrop. 

World class artists and diverse talent is what they are dedicated to.  This festival is a great way to celebrate 

Americana and American composers while encouraging jobs and professions in the arts.   

For all the info including dates/concerts/performers/prices visit www.buckhillskytopfest.org 

The Fresh Air Fund is an independent, non-profit agency that has provided free summer experiences to more 

than 1.8 million New York City children from low-income communities since 1877. Each summer, close to 

4,000 children visit volunteer host families in rural, suburban and small town communities across 13 states 

from Virginia to Maine and Canada through The Fresh Air Fund’s Volunteer Host Family Program. Volunteer 

host families share their summers for up to two weeks with the kids, ages six to 18, who leave behind the city 

streets to run barefoot in the grass or see the stars at night.  We meet Mike Conroy who is a local chairperson 

for the Fresh Air Fund.  He tells us the personal fulfillment he feels as a host family and what a great way to 

spend your summer.  We talk to another family who is so excited to be hosting for a second year and how 

great it feels to offer these kids a summer they don’t normally have an opportunity to enjoy.  They were 

especially happy to help a child learn to ride a bike on last year’s visit. If you would like to get involved or get 

more information on being a volunteer host family contact www.freshair.org or 570-351-1119 for more 

information.  The next group of kids will be coming to the area on August 6th so call or click to get involved.   

Our Preview to the Poconos Special!  Kate joins us again at the Winner’s Circle in Taylor, PA and what better 

place to talk about the upcoming NASCAR race. You have to see the inside of this restaurant to believe it. 

Tons of NASCAR memorabilia along with great food and an awesome patio.  We get to sample the food and 

show you what to expect.  Enjoy authentic smoked food? We got to see the smoker and they give us a lesson 

on how to prepare the food.  The race will be here before you know it. Kate gives us the real scoop on the race 

and other hot NASCAR topics.  Will you be at the race? Kate will be there broadcasting for her Race Talk Live 

with Kate Moss on CLNS radio. Catch her podcast each week.  

http://www.buckhillskytopfest.org/
http://www.freshair.org/
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Program:  destinatIONs   Episode:  FF Concert 2 
Topic/Title:  Forty Fort Meeting House Concert PT 2 of 3 
Air Date:  Tuesday, August 4, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Concert / Entertainment Summer Series  
Host:   Forty Fort Cemetery Association 
 
 
This is the second of three musical programs to take place at the Forty Fort Meeting House.  Performing is 

John Michael Vaida, along with two accompanists, Emma Dong and Amy Iwazumi.  He is an adjunct professor 

of violin at Wilkes University and serves as artist-in-residence at Wyoming Seminary. 

 

On camera host was: 

Matt Schooley, President of the Forty Fort Cemetery Association 

 

 

 

 

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: FF Concert 1 
Topic/Title:  Forty Fort Meeting House Concert PT 1 of 3 
Air Date:  Tuesday, August 4, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Concert / Entertainment Summer Series  
Host:   Forty Fort Cemetery Association 
 
 
This is the second of three musical programs to take place at the Forty Fort Meeting House.  Performing is 

John Michael Vaida, along with two accompanists, Emma Dong and Amy Iwazumi.  He is an adjunct professor 

of violin at Wilkes University and serves as artist-in-residence at Wyoming Seminary. 

 

On camera host was: 

Matt Schooley, President of the Forty Fort Cemetery Association 
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Jazz/Tuition 
Topic/Title:  Scranton Jazz Festival/College Tuition 
Air Date:   Thursday, August 6, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: music/jazz/local artists/college tuition 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Marko Marcinko – Artistic Director, Scranton Jazz Festival 
   Tom Hamilton – Saxophonist/Performer, Scranton Jazz Festival 
   Nancy Farmer – President, Private College 529 Plan 

 

Its time again for the internationally known Scranton Jazz Fest!  Celebrating 11 years of music, world beat, 

social music, funk, food, drinks, camaraderie, and good times.  Artistic director Marko Marcinko & performer 

Tom Hamilton join us on the set today to talk about the origins of the festival and how far its come. What 

stemmed from a small concert at Nay Aug Park has turned into this prominent festival for those that really 

enjoyed the show and wanted more.  This year’s headliner is the multi-grammy award winning group “Spyro 

Gyra” in the midst of their 40th anniversary tour.  Among great performers such as Roy Williams and John 

Faddis, they will have the Keystone College Jazz Institute Student Combos on Sunday and you can tell they 

are so enthusiastic to mentor the students.   

Tom is excited to tell us about his new CD “A Work in Progress”.  It is currently being played over the country 

on over 100 Smooth Jazz radio stations. He’s so thrilled that his music producer is the exclusive Mr. Jones 

from England! They will have a release party at the Radisson at Friday the 14th at 8:30.   Tune in to hear one of 

the cuts off the CD “CC’s Bounce”.   The Electric City comes alive with the sounds of Jazz, August 14-16 at the 

Radisson and many other venues in downtown Scranton. 

For tickets/showtimes/info  

570-904-3804    www.scrantonjazzfestival.org 

It’s not surprising that parents are more likely to say they know what a 529 plan is than their teenage children. 

According to the Teen College Savings Barometer and The First Annual Parent College Savings Study, one of 

the top concerns for today’s college-bound teens is not being able to afford to attend the college of their 

choice.  For parents, cost is the most important factor in choosing a college for their teen to attend, while teens 

look at the success rates of graduates finding employment to help make their decision.  The differences don’t 

end there.   Nancy Farmer, President of Private College 529 Plan, shares highlights from their Third Annual 

Teen College Savings Barometer and their First Annual Parent College Savings Study, which takes a look at 

teenagers’ involvement in the college education savings process, and compares their degree of knowledge 

and anticipated participation in college tuition costs to that of their parents.  Nancy discusses the Plan, the only 

non-state pre-paid tuition option which allows parents and future students to minimize the effects of rising 

tuition costs by locking in today’s rates for tomorrow’s education. In addition to paying less by pre-paying, she’ll 

explain how to access a large network of schools, benefit from tax advantages and gain peace of mind.  

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.scrantonjazzfestival.org/


WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Railriders 
Topic/Title:  Scranton Wilkes-Barre Railriders 
Air Date:   Thursday, August 6, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local Triple-A baseball team/community outreach/local sports 
Hosts:   Kate Moss 
Guests:  Barry “B-Ray” Snyder – Director, Marketing & Promotions 
 

So excited to take our show behind-the-scenes at the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Railriders!  They are our local 

professional minor league baseball team based in Moosic. The team plays in Northern Division of International 

League and is the Triple-A affiliate of the New York Yankees Major League Baseball club. The team plays at 

PNC Field . Its our very first time at the ball field thanks to host Kate Moss.  Today we get an all access pass 

from Barry “B-Ray” Snyder. He wears many hats in this organization.  He’s the director or marketing and 

promotions, the on-field MC and the leader of the pinstripe patrol.  But he’s so excited to show us around and 

we know he really loves his job. What an adventure walking around the 10,000 seat stadium that was designed 

after Veterans Stadium to be a bit smaller and with the ability to sit closer to the field without nosebleed seats.  

So many good seats to choose from and so affordable with some tickets only costing 8 dollars.  He’s so 

excited to tell us more including what he feels is the best seat in the house. 

Lots of fun stuff at our stadium such as the First Annual Legends Game that was held with a full roster of the 

old-time Yankees in attendance, the Pinstripe Patrol, the Legends races, tv & video control room, the Funzone, 

the front office and even Derek Jeter’s visit.  Plus an exclusive interview with Champ who, did you know turns, 

8 years old!  

Will B-Ray do the fun slide for us? Will Kate dance with Champ?  Tune in to find out! 

www.swbrailriders.com 

 

 

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: FF Concert 3 
Topic/Title:  Forty Fort Meeting House Concert PT 3 of 3 
Air Date:  Tuesday, August 11, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Concert / Entertainment Summer Series  
Host:   Forty Fort Cemetery Association 
 
 
This is the second of three musical programs to take place at the Forty Fort Meeting House.  Performing is 

John Michael Vaida, along with two accompanists, Emma Dong and Amy Iwazumi.  He is an adjunct professor 

of violin at Wilkes University and serves as artist-in-residence at Wyoming Seminary. 

 

On camera host was: 

Matt Schooley, President of the Forty Fort Cemetery Association 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minor_league_baseball
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple-A_(baseball)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Yankees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_League_Baseball
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PNC_Field
http://www.swbrailriders.com/
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Program:  destinatIONs   Episode:  FF Concert 2 
Topic/Title:  Forty Fort Meeting House Concert PT 2 of 3 
Air Date:  Tuesday, August 11, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Concert / Entertainment Summer Series  
Host:   Forty Fort Cemetery Association 
 
 
This is the second of three musical programs to take place at the Forty Fort Meeting House.  Performing is 

John Michael Vaida, along with two accompanists, Emma Dong and Amy Iwazumi.  He is an adjunct professor 

of violin at Wilkes University and serves as artist-in-residence at Wyoming Seminary. 

 

On camera host was: 

Matt Schooley, President of the Forty Fort Cemetery Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
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THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Entrepreneur/Gas Prices 
Topic/Title:  Women’s Entrepreneur Center/Gas Prices 
Air Date:   Thursday, August 13, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local business/starting a business/entrepreneurship/philanthropy/gas prices 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Francene Dudziec- Special Projects Coord., Small Business Dev. Center 

Rachel Drazdowski – Dir. Of Philanthropy, Scranton Area Comm. Foundation 
Jack Gerard – President & CEO, American Petroleum Institute 

Our guests today are here to talk about the Women’s Entrepreneurship Center. It’s a collaboration between the 
Scranton Area Community Foundation’s Women In Philanthropy program and the University of Scranton’s 
Small Business Development Center.  Its designed for women with lower incomes, those in transition or those 
trying to make a better life for themselves and their families.  Many women in our area want to start 
businesses, and have a viable business plan, yet lack the start-up capital. Often, the funding needed to start a 
business is a relatively modest amount, but many working women do not have capital on hand to invest in a 
business without sacrificing their ability to provide necessities for their families while getting the business off 
the ground. Furthermore, traditional lending sources are not likely to provide micro-loans.  Rachel Drazdowski 
and Francene Dudziec are so passionate about their work in helping women and girls in our community 
achieve their goals and start the businesses they have been dreaming about.   
Women in Philanthropy (“WIP”) is comprised of a diverse group of women and men who are committed to 
transforming the lives of women and girls in Lackawanna County.  WIP is unique in that is encourages ACTIVE 
involvement and decision-making. It is philanthropy that involves people who want to be a part of the process 
of changing people’s lives. 

The University of Scranton has hosted the SBDC for 35 years, providing outstanding resources, support, and 
funding.  From helping aspiring entrepreneurs turn ideas into businesses, to helping small firms expand, to 
providing the information every business person needs to make critical decisions. They provide educational 
programs and no cost, confidential consulting services to entrepreneurs looking to start or grow a small 
business.  Applicants can expect help in the following areas to name a few: business plan development, 
marketing, social media guidance, financing options, business viability assessment, regulatory compliance and 
recordkeeping.  To see if starting your business is right for you, to get information, or to gain some confidence 
skills they invite the community to their Coffee and Confidence Event!  Its a free information session for women 
interested in exploring the idea of starting their own businesses, the session will offer women support and 
guidance in determining if self-employment is an option for them. Admission is free!  The dates for upcoming 
C+C events are August 18, September 23 and November 12th 9:30am-10:30am at the University of Scranton. 
Please contact Francene Dudziec, special projects coordinator at the University's Small Business 
Development Center, at 570-941-4168 for more information or to register.   

www.supportnepawomen.org   www.safdn.org                  www.scrantonsbdc.com 

 

Consumers are enjoying low prices at the pump because we are producing more oil here at home. But the 

benefits of U.S. made energy go beyond the pump.  Our energy renaissance could lead to millions of new 

American jobs.  Joining us is Jack Gerard from the American Petroleum Institute to discuss a new study about 

the economic impacts of the oil and natural gas industry. He will discuss the policies that need to be in place 

for us to see the economic benefits laid out in this study, what it means for the U.S. employment rate and if the 

trend will continue. www.api.org 

http://www.supportnepawomen.org/
http://www.safdn.org/
http://www.scrantonsbdc.com/


 WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Jazz/Tuition 
Topic/Title:  Scranton Jazz Festival/College Tuition 
Air Date:   Thursday, August 13, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: music/jazz/local artists/college tuition 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Marko Marcinko – Artistic Director, Scranton Jazz Festival 
   Tom Hamilton – Saxophonist/Performer, Scranton Jazz Festival 
   Nancy Farmer – President, Private College 529 Plan 

 

Its time again for the internationally known Scranton Jazz Fest!  Celebrating 11 years of music, world beat, 

social music, funk, food, drinks, camaraderie, and good times.  Artistic director Marko Marcinko & performer 

Tom Hamilton join us on the set today to talk about the origins of the festival and how far its come. What 

stemmed from a small concert at Nay Aug Park has turned into this prominent festival for those that really 

enjoyed the show and wanted more.  This year’s headliner is the multi-grammy award winning group “Spyro 

Gyra” in the midst of their 40th anniversary tour.  Among great performers such as Roy Williams and John 

Faddis, they will have the Keystone College Jazz Institute Student Combos on Sunday and you can tell they 

are so enthusiastic to mentor the students.   

Tom is excited to tell us about his new CD “A Work in Progress”.  It is currently being played over the country 

on over 100 Smooth Jazz radio stations. He’s so thrilled that his music producer is the exclusive Mr. Jones 

from England! They will have a release party at the Radisson at Friday the 14th at 8:30.   Tune in to hear one of 

the cuts off the CD “CC’s Bounce”.   The Electric City comes alive with the sounds of Jazz, August 14-16 at the 

Radisson and many other venues in downtown Scranton. 

For tickets/showtimes/info  

570-904-3804    www.scrantonjazzfestival.org 

It’s not surprising that parents are more likely to say they know what a 529 plan is than their teenage children. 

According to the Teen College Savings Barometer and The First Annual Parent College Savings Study, one of 

the top concerns for today’s college-bound teens is not being able to afford to attend the college of their 

choice.  For parents, cost is the most important factor in choosing a college for their teen to attend, while teens 

look at the success rates of graduates finding employment to help make their decision.  The differences don’t 

end there.   Nancy Farmer, President of Private College 529 Plan, shares highlights from their Third Annual 

Teen College Savings Barometer and their First Annual Parent College Savings Study, which takes a look at 

teenagers’ involvement in the college education savings process, and compares their degree of knowledge 

and anticipated participation in college tuition costs to that of their parents.  Nancy discusses the Plan, the only 

non-state pre-paid tuition option which allows parents and future students to minimize the effects of rising 

tuition costs by locking in today’s rates for tomorrow’s education. In addition to paying less by pre-paying, she’ll 

explain how to access a large network of schools, benefit from tax advantages and gain peace of mind.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scrantonjazzfestival.org/
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Program:  destinatIONs   Episode: July 4th 1 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 1 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, August 18, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

 

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 

 

 

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: FF Concert 3 
Topic/Title:  Forty Fort Meeting House Concert PT 3 of 3 
Air Date:  Tuesday, August 18, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Concert / Entertainment Summer Series  
Host:   Forty Fort Cemetery Association 
 
 
This is the second of three musical programs to take place at the Forty Fort Meeting House.  Performing is 

John Michael Vaida, along with two accompanists, Emma Dong and Amy Iwazumi.  He is an adjunct professor 

of violin at Wilkes University and serves as artist-in-residence at Wyoming Seminary. 

 

On camera host was: 

Matt Schooley, President of the Forty Fort Cemetery Association 
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Program:   Pet’s Best Friend  Episode: August 2015 
Topic/Title:  Pets Best Friend – August 2015 
Air Date:   Thursday, August 20, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   Samson Productions 
Issue(s) Addressed: international affairs/diplomacy/charitable work/pets/pet car 
Hosts:   Sam Lesante 
Guests:  I.H.Kathio, DVM 
   Tarah Toohil – PA State Representative, 116th District 
 

Dr. I.H. Kathio is a veterinarian that dedicates his life to helping people with their pets and traveling to 
underdeveloped countries such as Israel, Pakistan and Mexico to do charity work with their animals. He is a 
consultant to the United Nations and tries to bring American technology to these countries to help the animals.  
He’s a great asset to northeastern PA and to our country. With his new position he’s able to open the lines of 
communication and connect our senates.  Pakistan is a great tool to help with foreign affairs and security 
threats.  He’s currently working with PA State Representative of the 116th District, Tarah Toohill to help 
facilitate the meetings and engagements and develop stronger relations.  In addition he’s still able to help 
support Pakistan’s veterinary hospitals free of charge and to help with the cost of care and operations for their 
animals.  Dedicated to educating us on how to prolong our pets life, today he’s got some footage of some 
recent patients of his including a pit bull with a tumor in his leg that Dr. Kathio was able to save from 
amputation and a kitten that had parasites in its intestine.  
www.kathio.com  570-821-9390 Wilkes Barre Animal Clinic 570-655-2412 Pittston Animal Hospital 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kathio.com/
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Entrepreneur/Gas Prices 
Topic/Title:  Women’s Entrepreneur Center/Gas Prices 
Air Date:   Thursday, August 20, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local business/starting a business/entrepreneurship/philanthropy/gas prices 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Francene Dudziec- Special Projects Coord., Small Business Dev. Center 

Rachel Drazdowski – Dir. Of Philanthropy, Scranton Area Comm. Foundation 
Jack Gerard – President & CEO, American Petroleum Institute 

    
Our guests today are here to talk about the Women’s Entrepreneurship Center. It’s a collaboration between the 

Scranton Area Community Foundation’s Women In Philanthropy program and the University of Scranton’s 

Small Business Development Center.  Its designed for women with lower incomes, those in transition or those 

trying to make a better life for themselves and their families.  Many women in our area want to start 

businesses, and have a viable business plan, yet lack the start-up capital. Often, the funding needed to start a 

business is a relatively modest amount, but many working women do not have capital on hand to invest in a 

business without sacrificing their ability to provide necessities for their families while getting the business off 

the ground. Furthermore, traditional lending sources are not likely to provide micro-loans.  Rachel Drazdowski 

and Francene Dudziec are so passionate about their work in helping women and girls in our community 

achieve their goals and start the businesses they have been dreaming about.   

Women in Philanthropy (“WIP”) is comprised of a diverse group of women and men who are committed to 
transforming the lives of women and girls in Lackawanna County.  WIP is unique in that is encourages ACTIVE 
involvement and decision-making. It is philanthropy that involves people who want to be a part of the process 
of changing people’s lives. 

The University of Scranton has hosted the SBDC for 35 years, providing outstanding resources, support, and 
funding.  From helping aspiring entrepreneurs turn ideas into businesses, to helping small firms expand, to 
providing the information every business person needs to make critical decisions. They provide educational 
programs and no cost, confidential consulting services to entrepreneurs looking to start or grow a small 
business.  Applicants can expect help in the following areas to name a few: business plan development, 
marketing, social media guidance, financing options, business viability assessment, regulatory compliance and 
recordkeeping.  To see if starting your business is right for you, to get information, or to gain some confidence 
skills they invite the community to their Coffee and Confidence Event!  Its a free information session for women 
interested in exploring the idea of starting their own businesses, the session will offer women support and 
guidance in determining if self-employment is an option for them. Admission is free!  The dates for upcoming 
C+C events are August 18, September 23 and November 12th 9:30am-10:30am at the University of Scranton. 
Please contact Francene Dudziec, special projects coordinator at the University's Small Business 
Development Center, at 570-941-4168 for more information or to register.   

www.supportnepawomen.org   www.safdn.org                  www.scrantonsbdc.com 

Consumers are enjoying low prices at the pump because we are producing more oil here at home. But the 

benefits of U.S. made energy go beyond the pump.  Our energy renaissance could lead to millions of new 

American jobs.  Joining us is Jack Gerard from the American Petroleum Institute to discuss a new study about 

the economic impacts of the oil and natural gas industry. He will discuss the policies that need to be in place 

for us to see the economic benefits laid out in this study, what it means for the U.S. employment rate and if the 

trend will continue. www.api.org 

http://www.supportnepawomen.org/
http://www.safdn.org/
http://www.scrantonsbdc.com/
http://www.api.org/
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Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: July 4th 2 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 2 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, August 25, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 

 

 

  

Program:  destinatIONs   Episode: July 4th 1 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 1 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, August 25, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

 

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 



WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: La Festa/Gas Prices 
Topic/Title:  La Festa Italiana/Gas Prices 
Air Date:   Thursday, August 27, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: Italian heritage/charity work/local history/gas prices 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Chris DiMattio- President, La Festa Italiana 

Jack Gerard – President & CEO, American Petroleum Institute 
 

 

It started as a small festival on a cold Columbus Day weekend in 1975.  La Festa Italiana is now celebrating 40 

years! 

Great food, live entertainment, camraderie and fun are on the menu for the annual La Festa Italiana to be held 

Friday-Saturday-Sunday-Monday of Labor Day weekend, September 4-7, 2015, on Courthouse Square in 

downtown Scranton. La Festa president Christopher DiMattio joins us on the set today to talk about the event, 

the entertainment, the venues, the music and of course the food. He’s been involved in this festival since the 

mid 80’s and when you see the enthusiasm in his voice when he talks about the event you can tell it comes 

from his heart. 

Its fun, its family friendly and, as always, no charge to come and visit.   

50,000 people a day come to this festival to eat, drink, socialize, reminisce, listen to music and to appreciate 

their Italian heritage. Lots of other events to see and participate in as well: cannoli eating contest, mass in 

Italian, 5K run/walk.  You might learn an Italian phrase or two! 

For more information on the food, the entertainment and the special events, visit the website. 

www.lafestaitaliana.org. 

<<<<<<<<Buona Festa>>>>>>>> 

Consumers are enjoying low prices at the pump because we are producing more oil here at home. But the 

benefits of U.S. made energy go beyond the pump.  Our energy renaissance could lead to millions of new 

American jobs.  Joining us is Jack Gerard from the American Petroleum Institute to discuss a new study about 

the economic impacts of the oil and natural gas industry. He will discuss the policies that need to be in place 

for us to see the economic benefits laid out in this study, what it means for the U.S. employment rate and if the 

trend will continue. www.api.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lafestaitaliana.org/


WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Pet’s Best Friend  Episode: August 2015 
Topic/Title:  Pets Best Friend – August 2015 
Air Date:   Thursday, August 27, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   Samson Productions 
Issue(s) Addressed: international affairs/diplomacy/charitable work/pets/pet car 
Hosts:   Sam Lesante 
Guests:  I.H.Kathio, DVM 
   Tarah Toohil – PA State Representative, 116th District 
 

Dr. I.H. Kathio is a veterinarian that dedicates his life to helping people with their pets and traveling to 
underdeveloped countries such as Israel, Pakistan and Mexico to do charity work with their animals. He is a 
consultant to the United Nations and tries to bring American technology to these countries to help the animals.  
He’s a great asset to northeastern PA and to our country. With his new position he’s able to open the lines of 
communication and connect our senates.  Pakistan is a great tool to help with foreign affairs and security 
threats.  He’s currently working with PA State Representative of the 116th District, Tarah Toohill to help 
facilitate the meetings and engagements and develop stronger relations.  In addition he’s still able to help 
support Pakistan’s veterinary hospitals free of charge and to help with the cost of care and operations for their 
animals.  Dedicated to educating us on how to prolong our pets life, today he’s got some footage of some 
recent patients of his including a pit bull with a tumor in his leg that Dr. Kathio was able to save from 
amputation and a kitten that had parasites in its intestine.  
www.kathio.com  570-821-9390 Wilkes Barre Animal Clinic 570-655-2412 Pittston Animal Hospital 
 
 
 
Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: July 4th 3 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 3 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 1, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

 

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 

http://www.kathio.com/
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Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: July 4th 2 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 2 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 1, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

 

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: PennDot Labor Day/Team Tommy 
Topic/Title:  PennDot Labor Day 2015/Team Tommy Fundraiser 
Air Date:   Thursday, September 3, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: holiday traffic & safety/blood donation/ALS charity and research 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests: Michael Taluto – Safety Press Officer, Pennsylvania Dept. of Transportation 

James May-Regional Press Director, Pennsylvania Dept. of Transportation 
   Stephen Magdalinski - Geisinger Blood Center 

Shane Scanlon, Deputy District Attorney, Lackawanna County 

Tony Naro – Team Tommy Foundation 

Tony Naro is our guest today to talk about the upcoming fundraiser in memory of his brother-in-law Tommy 

Voytek. Tommy passed away last year in December from ALS also known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. Tony and 

his family are committed to spreading the word about ALS awareness and how to raise money to help find a 

cure.  The event is being held on September 12th at La Buona Vita 200 Reilly Street Dunmore PA 18512. It 

runs from 6pm to 10pm and feature live music by Dashboard Mary. There will be lite fare and a cash bar, along 

with 50/50 drawings and basket raffles. 100%  of the proceeds will benefit the Robert Packard Center for ALS 

Research at Johns Hopkins.  If you would like additional information, they can check out the face book page. 

You can tell when Tony talks about his relative that he meant a great deal to many people.  Please consider 

showing your support bycoming to this event or making a donation in memory of a great person.  

https://www.facebook.com/TeamTommyVoytek       

And as Labor day is fast approaching its also important to talk about road safety as its one holiday in particular 

that’s very high in crash rates.  Lots of parties happening and back-to-school time is upon us so lets talk about 

how to keep our roads and ourselves safe.  James May and Mike Taluto join us from PennDot to talk about 

their initiatives.  Coffee breaks will be set up at rest areas for those in need of a time-out and they give us 

some suggestions for dealing with school bus safety. Its important for parents, drivers and children to be aware 

of the safety tips.  Shane Scanlon, deputy district attorney for Lackawanna County joins us on courthouse 

square to talk about the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign.  This holiday they will be stepping up DUI 

checkpoints. And remember that included in alcohol consumption, impaired driving also included, prescription 

drug use, and synthetic marijuana.  400 people were killed last year over Labor Day nationwide and our goal is 

to keep citizens safe.   

When crashes do occur we have to be prepared with any medical emergencies.  Stephen Magdalinski joins us 

from the Geisinger Blood Center to reiterate that they need is always there.  Geisinger is a local non-profit 

blood collection agency and the only one that keeps all the donations local.  Just one unit of blood that is 

donated can support 3 lives.  PennDot is excited to be hosing their own blood drive with Geisinger at their 

Dunmore facility on September 15th from 8am -2pm.  This is in recognition of Patriot Day and the heroes who 

make a difference in the community.  Anyone can participate and please call/email James for more information 

jamay@pa.gov 570-963-4044  www.geisingerbloodcenter.org 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TeamTommyVoytek
mailto:jamay@pa.gov
http://www.geisingerbloodcenter.org/


WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: La Festa/Gas Prices 
Topic/Title:  La Festa Italiana/Gas Prices 
Air Date:   Thursday, September 3, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: Italian heritage/charity work/local history/gas prices 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Chris DiMattio- President, La Festa Italiana 

Jack Gerard – President & CEO, American Petroleum Institute 
 

It started as a small festival on a cold Columbus Day weekend in 1975.  La Festa Italiana is now celebrating 40 

years! 

Great food, live entertainment, camraderie and fun are on the menu for the annual La Festa Italiana to be held 

Friday-Saturday-Sunday-Monday of Labor Day weekend, September 4-7, 2015, on Courthouse Square in 

downtown Scranton. La Festa president Christopher DiMattio joins us on the set today to talk about the event, 

the entertainment, the venues, the music and of course the food. He’s been involved in this festival since the 

mid 80’s and when you see the enthusiasm in his voice when he talks about the event you can tell it comes 

from his heart. 

Its fun, its family friendly and, as always, no charge to come and visit.  50,000 people a day come to this 

festival to eat, drink, socialize, reminisce, listen to music and to appreciate their Italian heritage. Lots of other 

events to see and participate in as well: cannoli eating contest, mass in Italian, 5K run/walk.  You might learn 

an Italian phrase or two! 

For more information on the food, the entertainment and the special events, visit the website. 

www.lafestaitaliana.org. 

<<<<<<<<Buona Festa>>>>>>>> 

Consumers are enjoying low prices at the pump because we are producing more oil here at home. But the 

benefits of U.S. made energy go beyond the pump.  Our energy renaissance could lead to millions of new 

American jobs.  Joining us is Jack Gerard from the American Petroleum Institute to discuss a new study about 

the economic impacts of the oil and natural gas industry. He will discuss the policies that need to be in place 

for us to see the economic benefits laid out in this study, what it means for the U.S. employment rate and if the 

trend will continue. www.api.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lafestaitaliana.org/
http://www.api.org/
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THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:  destinatIONs  Episode:  July 4th 4 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 4 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 8, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 

 

 

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: July 4th 3 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 3 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 8, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 



WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Scranton Chamber 
Topic/Title:  Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce 
Air Date:   Thursday, September 10, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local businesses, local competition, entrepreneurship, community events, local 

economy, local history 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests: Mari Potis- Dir. Membership & Events, Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce 
 Stephanie Longo- Dir. Marketing & Communications, Greater Scranton Chamber of 

Commerce 
 Robert Durkin – President, Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce 
 Nicole Evans – Trinity Staffing 
 Ericka Rigol – Business Dev. Director, Saber Healthcare Group 
 

On location at the Garden’s of Green Ridge Personal Care Home we are at the Greater Scranton Chamber of 

Commerce end-of-summer business card exchange. So many exciting things happening within the chamber 

and the representatives want to talk about how becoming a member can benefit your business. The chamber 

is a non-profit organization that works to improve the area’s economic environment and quality of life by 

providing programs and services which stimulate economic growth, promote business prosperity and nurture 

educational opportunities.   

Stephanie Longo director or marketing and communications, Mari Potis, director of membership and events, 

Bob Durkin, chamber president and Ericka Rigol, Saber Health Care group are our guests today. 

Applications for the SAGE Awards (Scranton Awards for Growth and Excellence) are now available on the 

website.  These premiere awards are given annually to members of the local business community who 

demonstrate strong and consistent efforts through their talent, creativity, and innovation.  It’s a great 

opportunity for businesses to take a good look at their practices and culture and see if they accomplished goals 

or where they need to set new goals.  Nominate your own business or another.  Some awards include Best 

Practices in Community Development, Business of the Year, Woman of Excellence, People’s Choice Award, 

and Healthy Workplace of the Year.  Deadline to submit applications will be Friday September 18th. Chamber’s 

Gala night happens on Wednesday November 11th at Lackawanna College Hollywood Style, complete with red 

carpet, entertainment, food and beverages.  Black tie optional! 

The City of Scranton has been named a quarterfinalist in the America’s Best Communities competition! It’s a 

$10 million competition to revitalized small towns and rural communities.  As a quarterfinalist we will receive a 

$50,000 grant for a revitalization project and we are now a contender for the $3 million grand prize.  The 

Chamber is dedicated to fulfilling this mission and increase our vitality and has so many plans in the works that 

include establishing a financial recovery plan, added upscale residential living spaces, attracting millenials to 

stay in the area, downtown-centric events, and attract and sustain more business.  We have done so much to 

organize fun family events such as festivals, marathons, art walks, and bike rides and they want to continue to 

raise the positive aspects of our area.  It is at heart an economic development plan that includes jobs, people, 

businesses and infrastructure improvements.  Even without the grant they still plan to move forward with all the 

initiatives to increase vitality and development and show why Scranton is a hidden gem among the cities of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania! 

www.scrantonchamber.com  570-342-7711 

  

http://www.scrantonchamber.com/


WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: PennDot Labor Day/Team Tommy 
Topic/Title:  PennDot Labor Day 2015/Team Tommy Fundraiser 
Air Date:   Thursday, September 10, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: holiday traffic & safety/blood donation/ALS charity and research 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests: Michael Taluto – Safety Press Officer, Pennsylvania Dept. of Transportation 

James May-Regional Press Director, Pennsylvania Dept. of Transportation 
   Stephen Magdalinski - Geisinger Blood Center 

Shane Scanlon, Deputy District Attorney, Lackawanna County 

Tony Naro – Team Tommy Foundation 

Tony Naro is our guest today to talk about the upcoming fundraiser in memory of his brother-in-law Tommy 

Voytek. Tommy passed away last year in December from ALS also known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. Tony and 

his family are committed to spreading the word about ALS awareness and how to raise money to help find a 

cure.  The event is being held on September 12th at La Buona Vita 200 Reilly Street Dunmore PA 18512. It 

runs from 6pm to 10pm and feature live music by Dashboard Mary. There will be lite fare and a cash bar, along 

with 50/50 drawings and basket raffles. 100%  of the proceeds will benefit the Robert Packard Center for ALS 

Research at Johns Hopkins.  If you would like additional information, they can check out the face book page. 

You can tell when Tony talks about his relative that he meant a great deal to many people.  Please consider 

showing your support bycoming to this event or making a donation in memory of a great person.  

https://www.facebook.com/TeamTommyVoytek       

And as Labor day is fast approaching its also important to talk about road safety as its one holiday in particular 

that’s very high in crash rates.  Lots of parties happening and back-to-school time is upon us so lets talk about 

how to keep our roads and ourselves safe.  James May and Mike Taluto join us from PennDot to talk about 

their initiatives.  Coffee breaks will be set up at rest areas for those in need of a time-out and they give us 

some suggestions for dealing with school bus safety. Its important for parents, drivers and children to be aware 

of the safety tips.  Shane Scanlon, deputy district attorney for Lackawanna County joins us on courthouse 

square to talk about the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign.  This holiday they will be stepping up DUI 

checkpoints. And remember that included in alcohol consumption, impaired driving also included, prescription 

drug use, and synthetic marijuana.  400 people were killed last year over Labor Day nationwide and our goal is 

to keep citizens safe.   

When crashes do occur we have to be prepared with any medical emergencies.  Stephen Magdalinski joins us 

from the Geisinger Blood Center to reiterate that they need is always there.  Geisinger is a local non-profit 

blood collection agency and the only one that keeps all the donations local.  Just one unit of blood that is 

donated can support 3 lives.  PennDot is excited to be hosing their own blood drive with Geisinger at their 

Dunmore facility on September 15th from 8am -2pm.  This is in recognition of Patriot Day and the heroes who 

make a difference in the community.  Anyone can participate and please call/email James for more information 

jamay@pa.gov 570-963-4044  www.geisingerbloodcenter.org 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TeamTommyVoytek
mailto:jamay@pa.gov
http://www.geisingerbloodcenter.org/
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Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: July 4th 5 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 5 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 15, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 

 

 

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode:  July 4th 4 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 4 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 15, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 



WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Hexagon/Child Hunger 
Topic/Title:  Interdependence Hexagon Project/Child Hunger  
Air Date:   Thursday, September 17, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: artwork, social injustice, children’s activities, local art exhibit, interdependence, world 

issues, child hunger 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
   Michael Taluto 
Guests: Beth Burkhauser – Chairman, Interdependence Hexagon Project 
 Melissa D’Arabian – Celebrity Chef & Mom 
 Clay Dunn – No Kid Hungry 
 

Broadcasting from First Friday Scranton’s Art Walk at the AFA Gallery, Beth Burkhauser is the chairman of the 

Interdependence Hexagon Project is our guest today and we are so excited to hear more about the event that 

is in its 9th year.  The project asks students to download a hexagonal template and create art inside that 

portrays how we are all connected.  Interdependence is worldwide and has to become a reality.  We have 

similar problems/issues and we need to come together to find solutions.  For this year’s theme they chose 

“solutions”.  She takes us on a walking tour to see the art from all around the world including Australia, Japan, 

Greece and Nepal.  Social injustice issues are not always easy to broach with students but their work shows 

they are thinking, feeling and taking action. Some great phrases used include “let’s use positive words not 

negative words” and “respect the trees”.   Its so great to see the kids minds working creating this art that 

included ideas of growing trees, throwing away old ideas and planting seeds. Really interesting stuff. One of 

the most amazing pieces was a mandala made up of small hexagons from 500 students at North Pocono 

Intermediate School with a theme of “what peace looks like in my school.” Beth is so excited to tell us next 

year’s theme and you will have to tune in to find out! 

The Hexagon Project will be on display at the AFA Gallery until Oct. 6th and they will have a 2nd opening on 

First Friday in October. Check the web for gallery dates/times to view this amazing exhibit.  

www.hexagonproject.com 

And via satellite we are happy to welcome Food Network Chef and mother of 4 Melissa D’Arabian and Clay 

Dunn who have partnered up with No Kid Hungry to help provide kids with healthy meals.  One in five children 

in America live in a home where food is not always available. No Kid Hungry’s mission is to get food to the kids 

so they can concentrate in school and achieve their goals.  Through the month of September you can help 

locally for this cause. If you dine at Bar Louie or Denny’s just one dollar of your check will give a child 10 

meals. For a complete list of participating restaurants visit: www.nokidhungry.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hexagonproject.com/
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Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Scranton Chamber 
Topic/Title:  Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce 
Air Date:   Thursday, September 17, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: local businesses, local competition, entrepreneurship, community events, local 

economy, local history 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests: Mari Potis- Dir. Membership & Events, Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce 
 Stephanie Longo- Dir. Marketing & Communications, Greater Scranton Chamber of 

Commerce 
 Robert Durkin – President, Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce 
 Nicole Evans – Trinity Staffing 
 Ericka Rigol – Business Dev. Director, Saber Healthcare Group 
 

On location at the Garden’s of Green Ridge Personal Care Home we are at the Greater Scranton Chamber of 

Commerce end-of-summer business card exchange. So many exciting things happening within the chamber 

and the representatives want to talk about how becoming a member can benefit your business. The chamber 

is a non-profit organization that works to improve the area’s economic environment and quality of life by 

providing programs and services which stimulate economic growth, promote business prosperity and nurture 

educational opportunities.   

Stephanie Longo director or marketing and communications, Mari Potis, director of membership and events, 

Bob Durkin, chamber president and Ericka Rigol, Saber Health Care group are our guests today. 

Applications for the SAGE Awards (Scranton Awards for Growth and Excellence) are now available on the 

website.  These premiere awards are given annually to members of the local business community who 

demonstrate strong and consistent efforts through their talent, creativity, and innovation.  It’s a great 

opportunity for businesses to take a good look at their practices and culture and see if they accomplished goals 

or where they need to set new goals.  Nominate your own business or another.  Some awards include Best 

Practices in Community Development, Business of the Year, Woman of Excellence, People’s Choice Award, 

and Healthy Workplace of the Year.  Deadline to submit applications will be Friday September 18th. Chamber’s 

Gala night happens on Wednesday November 11th at Lackawanna College Hollywood Style, complete with red 

carpet, entertainment, food and beverages.  Black tie optional! 

The City of Scranton has been named a quarterfinalist in the America’s Best Communities competition! It’s a 

$10 million competition to revitalized small towns and rural communities.  As a quarterfinalist we will receive a 

$50,000 grant for a revitalization project and we are now a contender for the $3 million grand prize.  The 

Chamber is dedicated to fulfilling this mission and increase our vitality and has so many plans in the works that 

include establishing a financial recovery plan, added upscale residential living spaces, attracting millenials to 

stay in the area, downtown-centric events, and attract and sustain more business.  We have done so much to 

organize fun family events such as festivals, marathons, art walks, and bike rides and they want to continue to 

raise the positive aspects of our area.  It is at heart an economic development plan that includes jobs, people, 

businesses and infrastructure improvements.  Even without the grant they still plan to move forward with all the 

initiatives to increase vitality and development and show why Scranton is a hidden gem among the cities of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania! 

www.scrantonchamber.com  570-342-7711 

  

http://www.scrantonchamber.com/


WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:  destinatIONs  Episode:  Kiwanis Golf 
Topic/Title:  Kiwanis Golf Tournament 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 22, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  Public Service 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Kiwanis Golf Tournament Fundraiser for Community 
Host:   Kiwanis Club of Swoyersville 
 
 
The Kiwanis Club of Swoyersville held its annual golf tournament at the Wilkes-Barre Municipal Golf Course.  

All proceeds will be used for scholarships.  The tournament was named in memory of long-time member Jack 

Tobias. 

 

On camera hosts were: 

Cheryl Baranosky, President 

Kathy Breznay, Secretary 

Barbara Gavlick Hartnett, Event Coordinator 

 

 

 

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode: July 4th 5 
Topic/Title:  Wyoming Battle & Monument Commemoration PT 5 of 5 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 22, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  History 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Battle of Wyoming Monument Commemoration in Wyoming, PA 
Host:   Luzerne County Historical Society 
 
 
The Luzerne County Historical Society hosts a commemoration service every Fourth of July and is open to the 

public.  There was a patriot music performance given by the Wyoming Valley Band followed by a presentation 

of flower arrangement created by sponsors of the event. 

After several short speeches by local personalities, a guest speaker gave a talk about what the events were 

that led up to the creation of the monument and the discovery of the battle victim remains which were buried at 

the monument site.  

 

On camera hosts were: 

Aaron Kaufer, State Representative 

Bill Lewis, Secretary of the Luzerne County Historical Society 



WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Alzheimer’s/Child Hunger 
Topic/Title:  Alzheimer’s Walk/Child Hunger 
Air Date:   Thursday, September 24, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: alzheimer’s disease/helping in the community/child hunger 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
Guests:  Joe Kauczka – Executive Director, Gardens of Green Ridge 
   Melissa D’Arabian- Celebrity Chef, Food Network 
   Clay Dunn – No Kid Hungry 
    
 

Alzheimer's disease, accounts for 60% to 70% of cases of dementia. It is a chronic neurodegenerative disease 

that usually starts slowly and gets worse over time. In its early stages, memory loss is mild, but with late-stage 

Alzheimer's, individuals lose the ability to carry on a conversation and respond to their environment.  As the 

disease advances, symptoms can include problems with language, disorientation, mood swings, loss of 

motivation, not managing self care, and behavioral issues. Alzheimer's is not necessarily a normal part of 

aging, but the majority of people with Alzheimer's are 65 and older. Alzheimer's is the sixth leading cause of 

death in the United States. Those with Alzheimer's live an average of eight years after their symptoms become 

noticeable to others, but survival can range from four to 20 years, depending on age and other health 

conditions. 

The Gardens of Green Ridge is a personal care home and is very dedicated to their residents and helping to 

find a cure for Alzheimer’s.  Today they are hosting their second annual Alzheimer’s Walk.  The walk includes 

the residents and their families and friends. They walk around the perimeter of the building and even though 

it’s a short distance its very meaningful.  Many events also taking place today including basket raffles, 

barbeque, cake, entertainment, and some special guests.  Money raised will benefit the Greater Pennsylvania 

Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association.  We talk to Joe Kauczka the executive director of the home and some 

of the family members who talk to us about how they help and assist at the home and why its so important to 

join in the walk today.   

 

And via satellite we are happy to welcome Food Network Chef and mother of 4 Melissa D’Arabian and Clay 

Dunn who have partnered up with No Kid Hungry to help provide kids with healthy meals.  One in five children 

in America live in a home where food is not always available. No Kid Hungry’s mission is to get food to the kids 

so they can concentrate in school and achieve their goals.  Through the month of September you can help 

locally for this cause. If you dine at Bar Louie or Denny’s just one dollar of your check will give a child 10 

meals. For a complete list of participating restaurants visit: www.nokidhungry.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nokidhungry.org/


WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:   Northeast Current Episode: Hexagon/Child Hunger 
Topic/Title:  Interdependence Hexagon Project/Child Hunger 
Air Date:   Thursday, September 24, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:   30 minutes 
Style/Type:   Interview Format 
Source:   WQPX-TV 
Issue(s) Addressed: artwork, social injustice, children’s activities, local art exhibit, interdependence, world 

issues, child hunger 
Hosts:   Bernie Maopolski 
   Michael Taluto 
Guests: Beth Burkhauser – Chairman, Interdependence Hexagon Project 
 Melissa D’Arabian – Celebrity Chef & Mom 
 Clay Dunn – No Kid Hungry 
 

Broadcasting from First Friday Scranton’s Art Walk at the AFA Gallery, Beth Burkhauser is the chairman of the 

Interdependence Hexagon Project is our guest today and we are so excited to hear more about the event that 

is in its 9th year.  The project asks students to download a hexagonal template and create art inside that 

portrays how we are all connected.  Interdependence is worldwide and has to become a reality.  We have 

similar problems/issues and we need to come together to find solutions.  For this year’s theme they chose 

“solutions”.  She takes us on a walking tour to see the art from all around the world including Australia, Japan, 

Greece and Nepal.  Social injustice issues are not always easy to broach with students but their work shows 

they are thinking, feeling and taking action. Some great phrases used include “let’s use positive words not 

negative words” and “respect the trees”.   Its so great to see the kids minds working creating this art that 

included ideas of growing trees, throwing away old ideas and planting seeds. Really interesting stuff. One of 

the most amazing pieces was a mandala made up of small hexagons from 500 students at North Pocono 

Intermediate School with a theme of “what peace looks like in my school.” Beth is so excited to tell us next 

year’s theme and you will have to tune in to find out! 

The Hexagon Project will be on display at the AFA Gallery until Oct. 6th and they will have a 2nd opening on 

First Friday in October. Check the web for gallery dates/times to view this amazing exhibit.  

www.hexagonproject.com 

And via satellite we are happy to welcome Food Network Chef and mother of 4 Melissa D’Arabian and Clay 

Dunn who have partnered up with No Kid Hungry to help provide kids with healthy meals.  One in five children 

in America live in a home where food is not always available. No Kid Hungry’s mission is to get food to the kids 

so they can concentrate in school and achieve their goals.  Through the month of September you can help 

locally for this cause. If you dine at Bar Louie or Denny’s just one dollar of your check will give a child 10 

meals. For a complete list of participating restaurants visit: www.nokidhungry.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hexagonproject.com/


WQPX-TV, Scranton, PA 
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THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
 
Program:  destinatIONs Episode: Samson Coffee 1 
Topic/Title:  Samson’s Coffee House PT 1 of 2 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 29, 2015  6:00am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  Public Service 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Holy Savior Fundraiser Coffee House 
Host:   Holy Savior Church 
 
 
Started in 1998, Samson’s Coffee House is an outreach ministry focused on giving the best of local and 

regional Christian talent a venue to minister and share their God-given talents.  Samson’s Coffee House is a 

non-profit organization.  Performing was John Tobias, a partner in a local singer/song writing duo with Bruce 

Bisland. 

 

On camera hosts were: 

John Tobias, Singer / Song Writer 

 

 

Program:  destinatIONs  Episode:  Kiwanis Golf 
Topic/Title:  Kiwanis Golf Tournament 
Air Date:  Tuesday, September 29, 2015  6:30am 
Duration:  30 minutes 
Style/Type:  Public Service 
Source:  Tobias Productions 
Issue Addressed: Kiwanis Golf Tournament Fundraiser for Community 
Host:   Kiwanis Club of Swoyersville 
 
 
The Kiwanis Club of Swoyersville held its annual golf tournament at the Wilkes-Barre Municipal Golf Course.  

All proceeds will be used for scholarships.  The tournament was named in memory of long-time member Jack 

Tobias. 

 

On camera hosts were: 

Cheryl Baranosky, President 

Kathy Breznay, Secretary 

Barbara Gavlick Hartnett, Event Coordinator 

 

 


