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ARTS 
 
 
State of the Arts #3003 
Airdate: Sunday, July 7, 2013, 8:00pm  
Length: 30-minutes 
  
Description:  In this episode, State of the Arts investigated how art is part of the healing 
experience at the new Capital Health Medical Center in Mercer County, NJ.  Lin Swensson, 
breast cancer survivor and art consultant, is uniquely qualified to select art for hospitals – and in 
this case, she used only local area artists. Over four years, Swensson worked closely with 
doctors, staff, the architectural firm, and the community to commission original art. Artists 
interviewed include the architect and designer Michael Graves, who also designed furniture for 
the patient rooms. Also, this episode’s venue performance took viewers to South Jersey's 
Wheaton Arts in Millville for a concert of spirituals and traditional Gospel Music. Also, a studio 
visit: meet Nathan Sawaya, whose wildly popular exhibit The Art of the Brick - "brick" meaning the 
iconic LEGO® building block - recently opened at the Morris Museum in Morristown, NJ. 
 
 
One on One with Steve Adubato #448 
Airdate: Sunday, July 14, 2013, 12:00pm  
Length: 30-minutes 
  
Description:  Marin Ireland talked about her role in ―The Big Knife‖ opposite Boardwalk Empire’s 
Bobby Canavale, and her lifelong career acting in theater, as well as her recurring role on 
Showtime’s Homeland. Daryl Roth, 6-time Tony Award-winning Producer, talked about her 
current musical ―Kinky Boots‖ and the impact she hopes her lifetime of work has on audiences. 

 
 
American Voices 
Airdate: Sunday, September 1, 2013, 6:00pm  
Length: 60-minutes 
  
Description:  "American Voices" was a production of the School of Communication and Media at 
Montclair State University. The film, produced by senior Television & Digital Media students 
Kenny Spooner and Rob Dickerson, documented the musical, cultural and personal journey of 
Vocal Accord, the 24-voice extra-curricular chamber choir auditioned from the 60-voice Montclair 
State University Singers, as they sang their way through Europe’s musical heartland in June of 
2012.  It bore witness to their triumphs and joys, their frustrations and tears, and their special 
musical bond.  Above all, "American Voices" was a testament to the extraordinary community that 
is cultivated through the choral art and the remarkable growth that results from this unique 
experience.  The central focus of Vocal Accord’s 14-day tour was a week-long residency at the 
Universität für Musik und Darstellende Kunst (KUG) in Graz, Austria - one of MSU’s International 
exchange partner institutions.  Prior to Graz, Vocal Accord visited Vienna, where they enjoyed 
musical and cultural exchange with the Landesjugenden Chor Wien and a concert at the 
renowned St. Peterkirsche. Their itinerary in Graz included multiple workshops and rehearsals 
with KUG students and community choir members of the SchlossChor, as well as concerts at the 
Forum Kloster in Gleisdorf, the Seifenfabrik in Graz, the KUG Redoute, and an annual cultural 
concert that includes string players from the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, hosted in 2012 in 
the quaint village of Ottendorf. The tour concluded with a concert in the historic Chiesa Santa 
Maria dei Miracoli in the heart of Venice. 
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EDUCATION 
 

 
MetroFocus #412 
Airdate:  Wednesday, September 25, 2013, 7:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes 

 
Description:  As part of our Listening In series, we heard from U.S. Secretary of Education Arne 

Duncan at the third annual New York Times "Schools for Tomorrow" conference. In conversation 
with The Times’ David Leonhardt, Duncan said ―…. the progress is real but I feel a huge sense of 
urgency, we are nowhere near where we need to go.‖ And, staying on the subject of graduation 
rates, an excerpt from the seven-hour PBS broadcast, ― American Graduate Day,‖ was shown. 
The multi-platform event was brought back for its second year, this time with a focus on 
volunteers. The excerpt previewed one of the featured organizations: the Queens Central Library 
Discovery Center in Jamaica, Queens where the activities and programs are anything but quiet. 
Also in this episode, MetroFocus featured an in-depth look at what happens next as the 
Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, rolls out on October 1. Reporter Rick Karr talked 
to the people on the frontlines who will have to explain the new health care exchange rules in 
New York. Karr visited The Floating Hospital in Long Island City, one of the city’s oldest hospitals 
serving the poor, where the staff is gearing up to help the uninsured navigate the new insurance 
plans and walked viewers through the online process New York is using. Host Rafael Pi Roman 
followed up with an in-studio discussion with Avik Roy, Senior Fellow at the Manhattan Institute 
and Jim Tallon, President of the United Hospital Fund of New York. Roy told Pi Roman, ―Globally 
across the country, on average people will see rates increase.‖ But Tallon warned, ―Beware of 
averages! Tallon says, ―The most important message is, if you’re looking for health insurance 
coverage, go visit the exchange, visit the marketplace and see how it works for you.‖ Now that the 
two leading candidates for mayor call Brooklyn home, what do we need to know about the 
borough? Longtime Brooklyn historian John Manbeck joined the program to talk about his new 
book, ―Chronicles of Historic Brooklyn,‖ and Brooklyn’s journey from a separate city to home of 
the hipsters. Almost a year after Superstorm Sandy, NJ Today reporter Desiree Taylor took us 
back to Belmar, on the Jersey Shore, where residents are still struggling to get back into their 
homes.  
 

 

New Jersey Capitol #314 
Airdate: Sunday, August 11, 2013, 8:00am  
Length: 30-minutes 
 

Description: Steven Fulop, Mayor-Elect of Jersey City, NJ talked about his plans for his upcoming 
term as Mayor, including cleaning up the ethical standards in a city that has been marred by 
scandal and corruption as well as expanding after-school programs and improving teacher 
training.  Then, John J. Clancy, CEO and Chairman of the Board of Directors, Community 
Education Centers, discussed how they can better serve the people in the re-entry process 
through programs like ―aftercare‖ and addiction education and counseling. Finally, Robert M. 
Hoatson, Ph.D., Founder, Road to Recovery, a survivor of sexual abuse, provided emotional, 
psychological, financial, and spiritual assistance to survivors of sexual abuse at the hands of the 
clergy. 
 

 

Get the Math 2.0  
Airdate: Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 10:30pm  
Length: 30-minutes 
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Description: GET THE MATH 2.0 used real-world scenarios to help middle- and high-school 
students develop algebraic thinking skills with a focus on reasoning.  By engaging students in 
algebra's connection to a variety of careers, GET THE MATH answered the age-old question, 
"How is this ever going to help me in the real world?"  The half-hour program, the follow-up to the 
successful 2011 special Get the Math, motivated students with engaging algebra-based 
challenges presented by young, relatable professionals.  Drawing on conventions of popular 
reality TV shows, these young professionals - a chef, an NBA player and a special-effects 
designer - posed challenges connected to their jobs to two teams of teens. 
 

 

Driving Jersey #302 
Airdate:  Wednesday, September 25, 2013, 8:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Driving Jersey visited Asbury Park’s Boys and Girls Club and Joe Piscopo, a New 
Jersey native, comedian and actor who is a spokesman for the organization. Piscopo spoke 
about the importance of the arts in the lives of children, especially those growing up in areas of 
poverty, abuse and violence, and a program sponsored by Boys and Girls Club which exposes 
children to instruments, which many of the students have never held before. The Driving Jersey 
team also revisits a group of Monmouth County elementary school children they interviewed in 
2008, on the eve of the Presidential election. The team wanted to see how the kids’ viewpoints 
and perspectives have matured and possibly changed, as most of the children were unaware of 
what the American Dream was. Now, at age 10, the children offered their own personal dreams 
for the future. The end of the episode featured a single father/casino worker from Mays Landing, 
who is raising three daughters on his own and struggling to make ends meet. Amid the struggles, 
which include learning to French braid his girls’ hair, he is loving life and ―living the American 
Dream.‖  
 

 

Is School Enough? 
Airdate: Thursday, September 26, 2013, 9:00pm  
Length: 60-minutes 

Description: This program examined a new frontier that could reshape education --- the 

importance of breaking out of the classroom and connecting students into the wider world. This 
new educational approach encourages young people to make a difference by learning from what 
they care about most. As one expert put it, there's a new understanding that school should not 
just be preparation for life --- but "life itself." The film documented vivid examples of where this 
new philosophy is flourishing. Students in Maine worked with veterinary and ecology experts and 
digital apps to prepare a new home for a retired circus elephant. Young people worldwide used 
the online Harry Potter Alliance to launch meaningful social justice initiatives. A gifted but bored 
teen crafted her own educational experience based on her passion for natural healing and yoga. 
A young man in Oakland produced state-of-the-art music videos to engage his community --- and 
himself. Featuring some of the nation's most forward-thinking educators, the program chronicled 
powerful stories, demonstrating how when you give young people the opportunity to participate in 
solving real problems and pursuing projects that are important to them, they will excel. 

 

American Graduate Day 
Airdate: Saturday, September 28, 2013, 12:00pm  
Length: 7-hours 
 

Description: "American Graduate: Let's Make It Happen" was a public media initiative supported 
by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting to help students stay on the path to on-time high 
school graduation and future success. AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY 2013 was a full-day 



 4  

broadcast and outreach event dedicated to engaging our country around the dropout crisis with 
special celebrity guests, relevant spokespeople and compelling stories from the students 
themselves. At its core, AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY leveraged a unique production and 
community engagement model both locally and nationally. 
 
 
Teaching Channel Presents: #301 
Airdate: Sunday, September 29, 2013, 5:00am  
Length: 60-minutes 
 

Description: This episode of Teaching Channel Presents featured classrooms where teachers are 
already integrating the Common Core. From adding and subtracting to fractions and functions, 
this episode followed students as they explored mathematical reasoning across grade levels. 
Viewers were shown how the standards change as students advance. And, this episode also 
visited three lively English classes where the Common Core emphasis was on speaking and 
listening skills. 
 
 
Classroom Close-up, NJ #1401 
Airdate: Sunday, September 29, 2013, 7:30am  
Length: 30-minutes 
 

Description: This episode featured: 
Rock Star Ralph – Music teachers like East Hanover Township’s Randy Raab have to please 
multiple, fickle audiences. This segment showed how Raab engages his audience through a mix 
of unconventional and orthodox methods. He introduced pre-kindergarten students to the 
mechanics of the violin before singing and dancing to a song about a cookie. Older students 
played a game to identify classical composers such as Bach, Beethoven, and Mozart and their 
famous works. Raab used technology and old-fashioned showmanship to engage and excite his 

students about music and more.  
Empowering Girls – Girls continue to find inspiration in the life of New Jersey native and 
suffragette Alice Paul. This segment showed how Clearview Regional School students learned 
about Paul and many other inspiring women, from pilots to pioneers, from inventors to artists. 
Students created art projects and performances to bring the achievements of historic women to 

life.  
Rewind: Classroom Close-up, NJ 20th Anniversary – Styles have changed since the first 
broadcast of Classroom Close-up, NJ in 1994. Hair and clothes look different. New music sounds 
different. Schools have evolved. But one thing that has remained the same, and as shown by this 
segment, is the focus of Classroom Close-up: to highlight inspiring and innovative projects and 
people in New Jersey’s public schools.  
A Day in the Classroom - Politicians and the public are sometimes quick to criticize schools, but 
just as any profession, unless you’ve walked in their shoes, you’ll never know the challenges and 
satisfaction of working in the public schools. This segment showed how Logan Township School 
District is giving the public a chance to see what it’s like to work a full day in the classroom. 
Volunteers served as teachers and paraprofessionals to experience first-hand a long, fast-paced 

day filled with frustration, humor and heartfelt moments.  
Sandy Back to School – More than seven months after Superstorm Sandy devastated the 
Monmouth Beach community, closed their elementary school building, and forced them to 
relocate, this segment showed how students, teachers, and staff returned to their restored school 

building for the final days of an extraordinary school year.  
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ENVIRONMENT 

 
 
 
Nature #2603 “American Eagle” 
Airdate: Monday, July 15, 2013, 8:00pm   
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Unique to North America, the bald eagle is the continent's most recognizable aerial 
predator, with a shocking white head, electric yellow beak and penetrating eyes. In the 1960s, 
this symbol of the United States became an emblem of environmental degradation, as the 
pesticide DDT and other human pressures brought it to the brink of extinction. Following their 
protection as an endangered species, bald eagles have come roaring back. Photographed by 
three-time Emmy-winning cinematographer Neil Rettig, this first-ever HD hour on bald eagles 
focused on the drama of the nest. Even in the best of times, it's a surprisingly tough struggle to 
maintain a one-ton home and raise chicks until they can hunt on their own. This episode of 
Nature was an intimate portrait of these majestic raptors' lives in the wild. 
 
 
Eating Alabama 
Airdate: Monday, July 29, 2013, 10:00pm   
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  In this documentary, a filmmaker turned the camera on himself as he and his wife 
upended their lives in pursuit of local food, discovering along the way stories about community, 
sustainability, and identity. 
 
 
Reimagining Our Watershed: A Renaissance of the Raritan 
Airdate: Thursday, August 1, 2013, 10:00pm   
Length:  30-minutes 
 
Description:  The film, produced by the Sustainable Raritan River Initiative and the Rutgers iTV 
studio with the support of the Cape Branch Foundation, is the first to celebrate the many 
environmental achievements made in the Raritan River Watershed. The film featured projects 
and organizations that are making a positive difference in the quality of life across the Raritan 
Basin—from Peapack-Gladstone to Perth Amboy, and with Raritan Borough as a central focus—
this film captured an enthusiasm that reminds us that this is indeed, a marvelous and wonderful 
place to call home. 
 
 
Nova ScienceNow #604 “Can I Eat That?” 
Airdate:  Monday, August 26, 2013, 9:00pm   
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:   David Pogue, popular technology reporter for The New York Times, is the host of 
this science magazine series. In this episode, he examined:  What are the secrets behind your 
favorite foods? Why are some treats -- like chocolate chip cookies -- delectable, while others -- 
like cookies made with mealworms -- disgusting? And Pogue got a taste of the truth of what 
makes something sweet, salty or bitter, as he ventured into labs and kitchens where everything 
from apple pie to Thanksgiving turkey to juicy grasshoppers was diced, sliced, dissected and put 
under the microscope.  
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Earthflight, A Nature Special Presentation #101 “North America” 
Airdate:  Monday, September 23, 2013, 8:00pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
  
Description:  In this special presentation, snow geese, pelicans, and bald eagles were captured 
flying over the Great Plains, the Grand Canyon, Alaska and the Golden Gate Bridge as they 
encountered and engaged with bears, dolphins, bison, and spawning fish. 
 

 
 
 

HEALTH 
 
 
Caucus: New Jersey #2444 
Airdate:  Sunday, July 7, 2013, 8:30am 
Length: 30 minutes 

 
Description:  Each year, thousands of people benefit from potentially life-saving bone marrow 
transplants in this country. The procedure is complicated, the issues are multi-faceted, and there 
are many players involved. Transplants are used to treat certain types of blood cancers and 
diseases such as sickle cell anemia. 24% of siblings are a match, and the rest of the transplants 
come from unrelated volunteer donors, umbilical cord blood, and half-matched relatives. The 
panel in this episode of Caucus: New Jersey explained who is eligible for a transplant, how they 
work, and the importance of donors. Guests included: Kimberly O’Connor, Donor Services 
Representative, Community Blood Services and Marrow Donor; Roger K. Strair, MD, PhD., Chief, 
Blood and Marrow Cancers, Cancer Institute of New Jersey; Sherry Ann Glasgow, Bone Marrow 
Recipient; Christina Merrill, MSW, Founder and Executive Director, The Bone Marrow 
Foundation. 

 
 
State of the Arts #3003 
Airdate: Sunday, July 7, 2013, 8:00pm  
Length: 30-minutes 
  
Description:  In this episode, State of the Arts investigated how art is part of the healing 
experience at the new Capital Health Medical Center in Mercer County, NJ.  Lin Swensson, 
breast cancer survivor and art consultant, is uniquely qualified to select art for hospitals – and in 
this case, she used only local area artists. Over four years, Swensson worked closely with 
doctors, staff, the architectural firm, and the community to commission original art. Artists 
interviewed include the architect and designer Michael Graves, who also designed furniture for 
the patient rooms. Also, this episode’s venue performance took viewers to South Jersey's 
Wheaton Arts in Millville for a concert of spirituals and traditional Gospel Music. Also, a studio 
visit: meet Nathan Sawaya, whose wildly popular exhibit The Art of the Brick - "brick" meaning the 
iconic LEGO® building block - recently opened at the Morris Museum in Morristown, NJ. 
 
 
MetroFocus #412 
Airdate:  Wednesday, September 25, 2013, 7:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes 
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Description:  MetroFocus featured an in-depth look at what happens next as the Affordable Care 

Act, also known as Obamacare, rolls out on October 1. Reporter Rick Karr talked to the people on 
the frontlines who will have to explain the new health care exchange rules in New York. Karr 
visited The Floating Hospital in Long Island City, one of the city’s oldest hospitals serving the 
poor, where the staff is gearing up to help the uninsured navigate the new insurance plans and 
walked viewers through the online process New York is using. Host Rafael Pi Roman followed up 
with an in-studio discussion with Avik Roy, Senior Fellow at the Manhattan Institute and Jim 
Tallon, President of the United Hospital Fund of New York. Roy told Pi Roman, ―Globally across 
the country, on average people will see rates increase.‖ But Tallon warned, ―Beware of averages! 
Tallon says, ―The most important message is, if you’re looking for health insurance coverage, go 
visit the exchange, visit the marketplace and see how it works for you.‖ Also, in this episode:  
Now that the two leading candidates for mayor call Brooklyn home, what do we need to know 
about the borough? Longtime Brooklyn historian John Manbeck joined the program to talk about 
his new book, ―Chronicles of Historic Brooklyn,‖ and Brooklyn’s journey from a separate city to 
home of the hipsters. Almost a year after Superstorm Sandy, NJ Today reporter Desiree Taylor 
took us back to Belmar, on the Jersey Shore, where residents are still struggling to get back into 
their homes. As part of our Listening In series, we heard from U.S. Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan at the third annual New York Times "Schools for Tomorrow" conference. In conversation 
with The Times’ David Leonhardt, Duncan said ―…. the progress is real but I feel a huge sense of 
urgency, we are nowhere near where we need to go.‖ And, staying on the subject of graduation 
rates, an excerpt from the seven-hour PBS broadcast, ― American Graduate Day,‖ was shown. 
The multi-platform event was brought back for its second year, this time with a focus on 
volunteers. The excerpt previewed one of the featured organizations: the Queens Central Library 
Discovery Center in Jamaica, Queens where the activities and programs are anything but quiet. 
 
 
Caucus: New Jersey #2436 
Airdate:  Sunday, August 4, 2013, 8:30am 
Length: 30 minutes 

 
Description:  Causes of injuries can range from sports, motor vehicle collisions, to accidents that 
occur in the home. The panel in this episode of Caucus: New Jersey looked at the causes and 
treatments of pediatric traumas, but most importantly, gave particular attention to the prevention 
of these injuries. Children and parents learned ways to minimize risks and the proper actions to 
take if a child is injured. Guests included: Vicente Gracias, MD, Professor and Chief, Division of 
Acute Care Surgery, UMDNJ-RWJ Medical School; Debbie Kline, Mother of a 16 year old Student 
Athlete; K.J. Feury, RN, APNc, CCRN, Injury Prevention Coordinator, Northern NJ Safe Kids, 
Morristown Medical Center; Kate Fitzgerald, PT, DPT, Pediatric Physical Therapist, Children's 
Specialized Hospital 

 
 
Smarter Brains 
Airdate:  Monday, September 16, 2013, 9:30pm 
Length: 90 minutes 

 
Description:  What is intelligence? And, how do we get it? Once we get it, how can we increase 
it? In Smarter Brains Dr. Michael Merzenich helped uncover the latest research, and also showed 
the shocking truth of just how the actions in our daily lives impact just how smart we really are 
(and what we can do about it)! 
 
 
Heal Yourself: Mind Over Medicine with Lissa Rankin, MD 
Airdate:  Sunday, September 29, 2013, 6:30pm 
Length: 90-minutes 
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Description:  Lissa Rankin knew she was going to be a doctor at the age of seven. The daughter 
of a respected physician, educated at Duke University, University of South Florida, and 
Northwestern University, she followed a successful career trajectory as an ob-gyn. But Dr. 
Rankin's focus shifted away from traditionally practiced Western medicine through a combination 
of personal and professional experiences with illness and ailing patients whose symptoms - and 
eventual successful treatments - defied conventional attitudes towards medicine. In this program, 
Dr. Rankin presented her synthesis of this research. Dr. Rankin demonstrated how the brain is 
the most important organ for our optimal health, and she explained how thoughts, feelings and 
beliefs have been proven to alter the body's physiology. She explained the body's innate ability to 
self-repair and how we can control these self-healing mechanisms with the power of the mind, 
based on her research. During the program, she provided viewers with techniques to activate the 
relaxation response and to reduce the stress response - both of which Dr. Rankin believes are 
critical to putting the body into the state in which self-healing can take place. She also taught 
viewers how to use a new model of whole health as a guide to living a healthy life. 
 
 

 
 

CIVIL RIGHTS ISSUES 

 
 
Due Process #1813 
Airdate:  Sunday, July 14, 2013, 7:00pm 
Length:  30-minutes 
  
Description:  Marijuana. Blacks and whites smoke it, studies show, in roughly equal numbers. 
Then why are African Americans nearly four times more likely to be busted? Is it racism? Police 
targeting? Conspiracy? And does the answer to such glaring discrepancy lie not in raising the 
number of white arrests, but in legalizing pot for everyone? It's already been done in Colorado 
and Washington State. A new ACLU national study raised disturbing questions about race, 
marijuana - and justice. And was the impetus for this edition of Due Process. Studio guests were 
ACLU-NJ Executive Director Udi Ofer, former Morris County Prosecutor Robert Bianchi and 
Criminal Defense Attorney Alan Bowman. 
 
 
Due Process #1814 
Airdate:  Sunday, July 21, 2013, 7:00pm 
Length:  30-minutes 
 
Description:  On any given day, there are 15,000 people in New Jersey's county jails - and a 
shocking 75% of them have not been convicted of anything. In fact, most of those unsentenced 
inmates - 4 out of 10 - are locked up only because they can't make bail ... sometimes as little as a 
few hundred dollars. On this edition of Due Process, the program took an in-depth look at the 
pivotal role of money in the pretrial system of justice and the different outcome for those with and 
without financial resources. Also, an eye-opening mini-doc featured the first-hand stories of two 
indigent defendants jailed for long pretrial stretches and only freed - for time served - after 
agreeing to plead guilty. In the studio, NJ Public Defender Joseph Krakora and Bergen 
Prosecutor John Molinelli debated the possibility of bail reform. 
 
 
MetroFocus #405 
Airdate:  Wednesday, August 7, 2013, 7:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes 



 9  

  
Description:  MetroFocus featured the campaign to bring marriage equality to New Jersey and 

what New York activists plan next to make same sex marriage the law of all fifty states. NJ Today 
reporter Lauren Wanko reported on the New Jersey campaign to overturn Governor Chris 
Christie’s veto of legislation that legalized same sex marriage in the Garden State. MetroFocus 
host Rafael Pi Roman followed up with an in-depth interview with Evan Wolfson, president and 
founder of Freedom to Marry, the New York City-based group that was instrumental in getting 
marriage equality legalized in 13 states and the District of Columbia. Also, in this episode, as part 
of the continuing MetroFocus’ NYC Votes 2013 project, Democratic mayoral candidate Sal 
Albanese joined Pi Roman to discuss his latest run for mayor. Albanese told Pi Roman ―…Sandy 
hit last year and I was really disappointed in the way the city and the state prepared for a storm 
that really was predicted years ago. And I said, we have a reactive government. Talked to my 
family and said, you know I believe I can make a difference; I can make the city a better place. So 
I think that there s a real opportunity for change so I decided to run for mayor.‖ One of New York’s 
most famous summer destinations, Lake George, was the subject of a report from Albany public 
TV's news program New York Now. Scientists from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, IBM and 
The FUND for Lake George launched The Jefferson Project to make the lake ―smart‖ using new 
technology and underwater sensors. And finally, MetroFocus featured the first ever Google Geek 
Street Fair to find out why the tech giant wants New York’s students to start thinking about 
science, technology, engineering and math sooner rather than later. 

 
 
NJ Today with Mike Schneider #3036 
Airdate:  Monday, August 19, 2013, 6:00pm  
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: This episode covered the governor’s ban on gay conversion, and his critics 
sounding off on gun control and medical marijuana. Sen. Barbara Buono was interviewed.  

 

 
 
 

LOCAL INTEREST 
 

 

 

Best Places to Live #103 
Airdate:  Wednesday, July 17, 2013, 8:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Best Places To Live visited Ho Ho Kus, New Jersey Monthlies 2012 pick for the 
Best Place To Live in New Jersey, as well as some great shops in another family friendly 
community - Montclair, with a profile of Montclair State University - an institution for higher 
learning that serves local residents and families as well as students. 

 
 
Best Places to Live #104 
Airdate:  Wednesday, July 24, 2013, 8:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Condo living in New Jersey is for all kinds of folks - whether just starting out, or for 
retirement. This episode visited both in the towns of Montvale, Morristown & Union Center – and 
looked at a farm market and restaurants in easy access to condo residents.  
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Driving Jersey #301 
Airdate:  Wednesday, September 11, 2013, 8:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Broadway & Ferry explored the Waterfront South neighborhood of Camden, 
anchored by Sacred Heart Church. The Driving Jersey team spoke to an apartment landlord, an 
activist/urban farmer and a Catholic priest about the public’s perception of the South Jersey city. 
All of them lamented and understood the strife of Camden and its inhabitants, but believed that 
the troubled city can and will rise again. 
 
 
Driving Jersey #302 
Airdate:  Wednesday, September 25, 2013, 8:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Driving Jersey visited Asbury Park’s Boys and Girls Club and Joe Piscopo, a New 
Jersey native, comedian and actor who is a spokesman for the organization. Piscopo spoke 
about the importance of the arts in the lives of children, especially those growing up in areas of 
poverty, abuse and violence, and a program sponsored by Boys and Girls Club which exposes 
children to instruments, which many of the students have never held before. The Driving Jersey 
team also revisits a group of Monmouth County elementary school children they interviewed in 
2008, on the eve of the Presidential election. The team wanted to see how the kids’ viewpoints 
and perspectives have matured and possibly changed, as most of the children were unaware of 
what the American Dream was. Now, at age 10, the children offered their own personal dreams 
for the future. The end of the episode featured a single father/casino worker from Mays Landing, 
who is raising three daughters on his own and struggling to make ends meet. Amid the struggles, 
which include learning to French braid his girls’ hair, he is loving life and ―living the American 
Dream.‖  

 

 
 

LOCAL POLITICS  
 

 

 

Reporter’s Roundtable #2601 
Airdate:  Saturday, July 13, 2013, 5:30pm  
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: The races for the U.S. Senate nominations took on new dimensions, Senator Buono 
criticized the governor for his out-of state travels, and two important Supreme Court cases were 
discussed by host Michael Aron and panelists Chris Mondics and Matt Katz of the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, MaryAnn Spoto of The Star-Ledger and John Reitmeyer of The Record. 
 

 
Reporter’s Roundtable #2603 
Airdate:  Saturday, July 27, 2013, 5:30pm  
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Host Michael Aron and a panel of journalists discussed Barbara Buono's historic 
decision to have an all-female ticket; a poll sizing up a Christie vs. Clinton presidential race; and a 
political endorsement from Senator Lautenberg's wife. Panelists included The Star-Ledger's 
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Jenna Portnoy, TownSquare Media's Kevin McArdle, Michael Symons from NJ Press Media and 
Terrence Dopp of Bloomberg News. 
 

 

NJDecides 2013: U.S. Senate Democratic Primary Debate 
Airdate:  Monday, August 5, 2013, 7:30pm  
Length: 90-minutes  

Description: NJTV coverage of the U.S. Senate Democratic primary debate with candidates Cory 
Booker, Rush Holt, Sheila Oliver and Frank Pallone at Montclair State University. 

 
MetroFocus #405 
Airdate:  Wednesday, August 7, 2013, 7:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes 
  
Description:  MetroFocus featured the campaign to bring marriage equality to New Jersey and 

what New York activists plan next to make same sex marriage the law of all fifty states. NJ Today 
reporter Lauren Wanko reported on the New Jersey campaign to overturn Governor Chris 
Christie’s veto of legislation that legalized same sex marriage in the Garden State. MetroFocus 
host Rafael Pi Roman followed up with an in-depth interview with Evan Wolfson, president and 
founder of Freedom to Marry, the New York City-based group that was instrumental in getting 
marriage equality legalized in 13 states and the District of Columbia. As part of the continuing 
MetroFocus’ NYC Votes 2013 project, Democratic mayoral candidate Sal Albanese joined Pi 
Roman to discuss his latest run for mayor. Albanese told Pi Roman ―…Sandy hit last year and I 
was really disappointed in the way the city and the state prepared for a storm that really was 
predicted years ago. And I said, we have a reactive government. Talked to my family and said, 
you know I believe I can make a difference; I can make the city a better place. So I think that 
there s a real opportunity for change so I decided to run for mayor.‖ Also, in this episode, one of 
New York’s most famous summer destinations, Lake George, was the subject of a report from 
Albany public TV's news program New York Now. Scientists from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, IBM and The FUND for Lake George launched The Jefferson Project to make the lake 
―smart‖ using new technology and underwater sensors. And finally, MetroFocus featured the first 
ever Google Geek Street Fair to find out why the tech giant wants New York’s students to start 
thinking about science, technology, engineering and math sooner rather than later. 
 
 
MetroFocus #406 
Airdate:  Wednesday, August 14, 2013, 7:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes 
  
Description:  MetroFocus featured an in-depth interview with Christine Quinn, the leading 

Democratic candidate for New York City mayor. In the ongoing series NYC Votes 2013, Quinn 
talked to MetroFocus host Rafael Pi Roman about the city’s economy, low-income housing, 
teachers, term-limits, and the possibility she may be the city’s first woman and lesbian mayor. 
And Quinn makes clear that while she’s not certain she’ll get the necessary 40% to win in the 
primary on September 10th, she’s confident about the final outcome in November, telling Pi 
Roman, ―I’m going to be positively realistic and know I’m going to win in the end.‖ Also, in this 
episode, NJ Today reporter Lauren Wanko traveled down the Jersey Shore and found some 
restaurants faring poorly after Superstorm Sandy with business down forty percent in places. Pi 
Roman followed up with an interview with Jamie Rubin, New York State Director of President 
Obama’s Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force, set up to help plan for the distribution of the 
more than $50 billion appropriated by Congress last winter. The New York Times Stephen Farrell 
took us to the City Hall Library, a hidden gem that even insiders don’t know about. And finally, 
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from public television station WSKG, upstate New York artist Amelia Fais Harnas found her 
inspiration in wine and made wine stains a thing of beauty. 
 

 

On The Record #3005 
Airdate:  Saturday, August 17, 2013, 2:00pm  
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Freshly-minted GOP Senate candidate Steve Lonegan told host Michael Aron he 
expects to receive Governor Christie's endorsement in the senate race on Tuesday. He also 
explained why he didn't fire an aide who tweeted a controversial map of Newark prior to the 
special election. And in Governors' Perspectives, former Governors Byrne and Kean discussed 
the NSA leaks with Kent Manahan. 
 
 
On The Record #3007 
Airdate:  Saturday, September 14, 2013, 2:00pm  
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: U.S. Senate candidate Cory Booker (D) told host Michael Aron the two fall elections 
should have been held on the same day, and if the gubernatorial debate can be moved away 
from the special Senate election, that would be his preference. And in the Governors' 
Perspectives segment, Kent Manahan talked about the Senate Race with former Governors 
Christine Whitman and Jim Florio. 
 
 
New Jersey Capitol Report #326 
Airdate:  Sunday, September 15, 2013, 8:00am  
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Steve Adubato and Rafael Pi Roman went in-depth with Republican Candidate for 
US Senate, Steve Lonegan.  
 
 
New Jersey Capitol Report #325 
Airdate:  Sunday, September 22, 2013, 8:00am  
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Steve Adubato and Rafael Pi Roman went in-depth with Democratic candidate for 
U.S. Senate, Mayor Cory Booker. 
 

 

 
 

 


