
 
WFUV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 
(July, August, September  2020) 
This report was compiled by WFUV News Director and Public Affairs Director George Bodarky and Assistant News and Public Affairs Director Robin 
Shannon.  It was supervised and submitted by Director of Technical Operations George Evans. Below is an example of what WFUV and the news department 
broadcasts in response to community needs, issues and challenges.  
  
NEWS REPORTS: 
WFUV NEWS - produces 35 local newscasts per week. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the newscasts have been producing newscasts from the homes of 
WFUV anchors instead of the station's state-of-the-art newsroom located at the Fordham University Rose Hill Campus. WFUV News covers political, 
environmental, cultural, and social issues. This continued remotely during the pandemic.   
  
NEWS, PODCASTS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS: 
In addition to the daily newscasts, news series and long forum news features, WFUV offers our listeners in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut various 
public affairs shows that are listed below. 
 
PROGRAM LIST - This quarter WFUV News focused on a number of issues that are important to The New York metropolitan area, New Jersey and 
Connecticut.  This quarter we devoted special attention to the following issues: 
 

● Bronx Connections  
● Community Dialogue  
● Coronavirus  Blog 
● Facebook Live 
● WFUV’s Cityscape 
● WFUV's Fordham Conversations 
● WFUV Presents: Safe and Sane 
● WFUV's Strike a Chord 

 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD: The Community Advisory Board meets on a quarterly basis and is composed of people who are reasonably 
representative of the diverse needs and interests of the communities served by WFUV. Board members serve a renewable three-year term and must be willing 
to regularly attend board meetings. The CAB is designed to review the impact of the programming goals, community service and significant policy decisions 
established by the station. Its role is strictly advisory and it has no authority over the daily management or operation of the station. There is no financial 
compensation for service, but there are no fundraising responsibilities. Employees of WFUV and Fordham University may not serve.  
 
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAM LIST 
Below is a list of some of the significant issues responded to by 90.7 WFUV-FM, New York, NY, along with the most significant programming treatment of 
those issues for the period July 2020 to September 2020.  This list is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority 
or significance. 
 
(* fluctuating,)  



BRONX CONNECTIONS: NPR affiliate station WFUV is teaming up with BronxNet-TV to provide news and information critical to Bronxites through our 
collaboration, called Bronx Connections. This is another moment in our nation's history that demonstrates the importance of independent, fact-based local 
journalism to keep people informed, hold government accountable and tell the stories of communities who need their voices heard. WFUV is honored to be 
contributing to BronxNet to keep the Bronx abreast of latest developments, as well as enlightened and entertained. Shows are archived here 
https://wfuv.org/content/bronx-connections-coronavirus-coverage 
 

Description of Issue Program/ 
Segment 

Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of 
Program/Segment 

1.) Bronx Connections: Teaching 
Matters  

TV & online 
Interviews broadcast 
on  
BronxNet channel 67 
Optimum/ 33 FiOS 
and bronxnet.tv on 
Friday, June 26th at 6 
PM. 

7/9/20 8pm 30-minutes Host Eliot Schiaparelli takes  a closer 
look at remote learning and 
inequalities in education. Our 
reporters talk to the non-profit 
Teaching Matters about the inherent 
difference that just a few miles can 
make in a student’s education. And 
we'll also hear about how the Bronx 
River Art Center maintained one of 
the most hands-on student activities 
in the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic.  

2.) Bronx Connections:  Cultural 
Equity, Arts and Educational 
Resources 
 

TV & online 
Interviews broadcast 
on  
BronxNet channel 67 
Optimum/ 33 FiOS 
and bronxnet.tv on 
Friday, June 26th at 6 
PM. 

7/22/20 
 

8pm 30-minutes Hos  Eliot Schiaparelli speaks with 
Vivianna Bianchi and Bryan Glover 
from Bronx Council on the Arts. 
Later on, we talk with Roseanna 
Gulisano, a librarian at P.S. 11 in 
Highbridge about her efforts to 
secure books and other essential 
resources for her elementary students 
hit hard by the COVID-19 outbreak. 

3.) Bronx Connections:  Reverse 
School Opening 

TV & online 
Interviews broadcast 
on  
BronxNet channel 67 
Optimum/ 33 FiOS 
and bronxnet.tv on 
Friday, June 26th at 6 
PM. 

8/19/20 8pm 30-minutes Host Eliot Schiaparelli,talks to a 
group of Bronx Science students, 
Emma Nguyen, Ayanava Ganguly, 
Tenzin Dadak, and Timothy Brett, 
about a letter they wrote to the New 
York State Governor asking him to 
reconsider the plan to open schools 
for in person learning, plus News 
Director George Bodarky is joined by 
Rachel Weinstein, Founder of 
Operation Backpack, for a look at 
how they are giving out supplies to 
students in need around the city. 

 
 
  

https://wfuv.org/content/bronx-connections-coronavirus-coverage


WFUV’s Cityscape: An inside look at the people, places and spirit of New York City and its surroundings, with host George Bodarky. 
 

Description of Issue:  Program/ 
Segment 

Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program/Segment 

1.)WFUV’s Cityscape:  Parallels Between COVID-19 
and HIV/AIDS 
 
 

Public Affairs radio 
program that is also 
online 

7/12/20 6:30a 30:00 Our guest in this episode of "Cityscape" is Sharen Duke, 
Executive Director and CEO of The Alliance for Positive 
Change. She joins us to talk about how the early years of 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic compare to now, and the 
challenges New Yorkers with HIV/AIDS and other 
chronic health conditions are facing with coronavirus.  

2.)WFUV’s Cityscape: Mount Vernon Hotel  
 

Public Affairs radio 
program that is also 
online 

7/19/20 6:30a 30:00 Today Lower Manhattan residents seeking to escape the 
city in the hot summer months may head to the Hamptons 
or the Jersey Shore, but in the 1800s, midtown Manhattan 
was the place to go for a quick getaway. Between 1826 
and 1833, The Mount Vernon Hotel on East 61st Street 
was the go-to place for New Yorkers looking to escape the 
hustle bustle of the city, which at the time extended only 
as far north as 14th Street.  The hotel is now a museum. 
Unfortunately, the museum is temporarily closed due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but its virtual doors are open. 
Cityscape host George Bodarky recently talked with the 
museum’s director, Terri Daly. 

3.) WFUV’s Cityscape: House of Yes: 'Fun is not 
Cancelled'  
 
 

Public Affairs radio 
program that is also 
online 

8/2/20 6:30a 30:00 House of Yes in Bushwick, Brooklyn is slowly awakening 
from its slumber, having recently reopened for outdoor 
activities. But, the venue, which has been described as a 
mix of “Studio 54 and Cirque du Soleil” is far from 
returning to normal. 

4.) WFUV’s Cityscape:On Location Tours Goes 
Virtual: 

Public Affairs radio 
program that is also 
online 

8/9/20 6:30a 30:00 New York City has long been a backdrop for television 
shows and movies, making it an ideal place for someone 
like Georgette Blau. She’s the founder of On Location 
Tours, an award-winning TV and movie tour company. 
But, one scene Georgette never expected to find herself in 
is the owner of a tour company in the midst of a pandemic. 
In this edition of Cityscape, Georgette shares how she’s 
rewriting the script for her company, including creating a 
Friends virtual tour to coincide with the 25th anniversary 
of the classic TV comedy 

5.) WFUV’s Cityscape: On the Farm 
 

Public Affairs radio 
program that is also 
online 

8/16/20 6:30a 30:00 In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, a lot of people 
have been leaving New York City for greener pastures, 
whether it be for a day trip or something more permanent. 
But, even within the big city you can find greener 
pastures, and we’re not just talking about Central Park and 
Prospect Park.New York City is home to a working farm 
with animals and everything.  On this edition of Cityscape, 
we're paying a virtual visit to the Queens County Farm 
Museum. We'll also talk with Courtney Wade, who lives 
on a farm in the Catskills in upstate New York. Courtney 
is a chef, photographer, graphic designer and the author of 
The Catskills: Farm to Table Cookbook.  

6.) WFUV’s Cityscape: Resting Place for the Dead, 
Respite for the Living: 
 

Public Affairs radio 
program that is also 
online 

8/23/20 6:30a 30:00 For emerging artists, securing a residency can be 
transformational. And now in New York City, a new 
artist-in-residence opportunity has emerged in perhaps an 
unlikely place -- Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn. 
Green-Wood Cemetery recently announced a new nine 
month long artist-in-residence program. The chosen artist 
will have the opportunity to use a private studio on the 
property to create art inspired by the historic cemetery. In 
this edition of Cityscape, we're talking with Lisa Alpert 
and Harry Weil. Lisa is the Vice President of 
Development & Programming at Green-Wood, and Harry 
is the Director of Public Programs & Special Projects. 
He’s in charge of all special programs and events at 
Green-Wood, including the artist-in-residence program.  

7.) WFUV’s Cityscape: 'With Every Lick' A Moment 
of Normalcy:  
 

Public Affairs radio 
program that is also 
online 

8/30/20 6:30a 30:00 If you’re like the team at Cityscape, you’ve had your fair 
share of ice cream this summer. It’s the perfect treat on a 
hot summer day, but then again, if you ask us, it’s the 
perfect treat anytime. In this edition of Cityscape, we’re 
checking in with a unique ice cream shop that’s serving 
both delicious ice cream and the community at large. 
Sugar Hill Creamery is located in Harlem. It’s owned and 
operated by husband and wife duo Nick Larsen and 
Petrushka Bazin Larsen. They describe the shop as “a love 
affair between community and food," and serve dozens of 
flavors of handmade ice cream and non-dairy frozen 
desserts inspired by their Caribbean and Midwestern 
cultures, as well as the Harlem community they’re a part 
of. We recently talked with Petrushka and Nick about the 
shop and their recent partnership with Ice Cream for 
Change to help fight racism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY DIALOGUES: A podcast devoted to frank discussions about race, racism and racial justice.  
 

Description of Issue Program/ 
Segment 

Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of 
Program/Segment 

1.) Community Dialogues - WE ACT 
for Environmental Justice. 

A podcast  series of 
short interviews about 
race, racism and 
racial justice. 

Wed 
7/1/20  
 
 

6am 15:00 Host George Bodarky 
Our guest in this episode is Taylor 
Morton, Environmental Health and 
Education Manager for WE ACT for 
Environmental Justice. WE ACT is a 
group based out of Northern 
Manhattan, working to ensure that 
people of color and low-income New 
Yorkers can participate meaningfully 
in the creation of fair environmental 
health policies and practices 

2.) Community Dialogues -  South 
Bronx NeON 
 
 

A podcast  series of 
short interviews about 
race, racism and 
racial justice. 

Fri., 
7/10/20  

9:31am 
 

19:04 
 
 

Host Eliot Schiaparelli talks with 
members of The South Bronx 
Neighborhood Opportunity Network 
- an arts program that’s part of the 
New York City Department of 
Probation and run through a 
partnership with Carnegie Hall. We 
talked to probation officer Rodney 
Smith and program participant and 
free verse poet Bruce Kirkland. 

3.) Community Dialogues - Bronx 
Community and Clergy Coalition 

A podcast  series of 
short interviews about 
race, racism and 
racial justice. 

Sun 
7/16/20 
 

3:59pm 21:43 Host Nora Thomas talks with guest is 
Ramón Méndez-Rivas, a tenant 
organizer at the Northwest Bronx 
Community and Clergy Coalition. 
Ramón who is working with tenants 
across the Bronx to ensure housing 
security in the wake of the 
COVID-19 outbreak. He says 
growing up in Astoria, Queens 
introduced him to the negative effects 
of gentrification on communities of 
color. 

4.) Community Dialogues - Priska 
Neely   "Please Stop ‘Checking In to 
See If I’m Okay.” 
 
 
 

A podcast  series of 
short interviews about 
race, racism and 
racial justice. 

Thur 
7/23/20 

18:36 
 

1:40pm 
 

Host Robin Shannon talks with  
Priska Neely who  penned the article 
"Please Stop ‘Checking In to See If 
I’m Okay.” It’s her response to white 
people who sent check-in texts to 
their Black colleagues after protests 
following police involved violence. 

5.) Community Dialogues - The 
National Registry of Exonerations  
 
 

A podcast  series of 
short interviews about 
race, racism and 
racial justice. 

Sat., 
8/07/20 

17:52 9:43am Host George Bodarky talks with Sam 
Gros,  a former criminal defense 
attorney and the founder of the 
National Registry of Exonerations. 
His 2017 report Race and Wrongful 
Convictions examines the stark racial 
disparity in wrongful convictions for 
serious crimes. He talked with 
WFUV's Kiera Mullany  

6.) Community Dialogues -Lisa 
Taylor  

A podcast  series of 
short interviews about 
race, racism and 
racial justice. 

Wed., 
8.19.20 

12:09 
 

4:34pm 
 

Host George Bodarky talks with  Lisa 
Taylor. She’s a media advertising 
professional. Lisa lives in midtown 
Manhattan, but grew up in Hamden, 
Connecticut. Lisa says she grew up 
very much in tune with her African 
American roots, but as a 
light-skinned Black person, she never 
really understood the questions she 
would get about her background. 

7.) Community Dialogues - 
Straphangers Campaign 

A podcast  series of 
short interviews about 
race, racism and 
racial justice. 

8.28.20  9am 
 

Host Nora Thomas talks with guest 
Jaqi Cohen, the Campaign Director 
of the Straphangers Campaign. The 
advocacy group fights for accessible 
and affordable public transportation 
around New York City. They discuss 
how the MTA’s massive budget 
deficit stands to disproportionately 
harm communities of color. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Fordham Conversations: A public affairs radio show that taps into the Fordham University community to uncover and discuss issues that impact our world, 
near and far. Sunday . 

Description of Issue Program/ 
Segment 

Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of 
Program/Segment 

1.) Fordham Conversations: The Pulse of 
Fordham Athletics 
 

Public Affairs 
radio program 
that is also online 

7/7/20  
 

6am 30:00 Fordham Conversations host Emmanuel 
Berbari joins both key figures in the 
Fordham Athletics community to discuss 
how they plan to move forward 

2.) Fordham Conversations:  Flawed 
college donor system 
 

Public Affairs 
radio program 
that is also online 

7/22/20 6am 30:00 Three years after leaving Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology amid the Jeffrey 
Epstein scandal, Peter Cohen is still battling 
against media outlets and looking to clear 
his name.  WFUVs Emmanuel Berbari 
hosts Fordham Conversations.  

3.) Fordham Conversations:  Monika 
McDermott & Ed Kull 
 

Public Affairs 
radio program 
that is also online 

8/7/20 6am 30:00 This week, we relive two special guests: 
Fordham Professor of Political Science and 
Director of the Master’s Program in 
Elections and Campaign Management, 
Monika McDermott and Fordham Interim 
Director of Athletics Ed Kull. Joining 
Fordham Conversations host Emmanuel 
Berbari, McDermott details how the 
pandemic has thrown a wrench into an 
election year and discusses the integrity of 
absentee voting, while Kull reacts to the 
suspension of Fall sports at Fordham—with 
recent news coming out of the Patriot 
League and Atlantic 10. They both join host 
Emmanuel Berbari. 

4.) Fordham Conversations: Bronx 
COVID-19 Oral History Project 

Public Affairs 
radio program 
that is also online 

8/12/20 6am 30:00 There's growing concern about the 
disproportionate impact of coronavirus on 
Black and Brown people, immigrants, and 
others who make up the majority of Bronx 
residents.  That’s one of the many reasons 
The Bronx Covid-19 Oral History Project 
exists.  The group of Fordham University 
students, scholars, and community leaders 
are making it their goal to capture the 
voices of the borough’s residents.  The 
initiative's intent is to better understand how 
the Global Pandemic is impacting Bronx 
communities. 

5.) Fordham Conversations: State of 
College Football with Joe Conlin 

Public Affairs 
radio program 
that is also online 

8/2/.20 6am 30:00 Fordham Conversations host Emmanuel 
Berbari. Discussed the Patriot League and 
the suspension of all Fall sports with. 
Fordham Football head coach Joe Conlin. 
 

6.) Fordham Conversations: State of 
College Football with Joe Conlin 

Public Affairs 
radio program 
that is also online 

9/2/.20  6am 30:00 Fordham Conversations host  Assistant 
Director of the Fordham Center on Religion 
and Culture, David Goodwin talks with 
Executive Director of Iowa Interfaith Power 
and Light Matt Russell. The two discuss 
how farmers can act on climate change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WFUV NEWS PRESENTS: STAYING SAFE AND SANE: A video series that focuses on positive thinking and reinforcement during the coronavirus 
pandemic.: 
 

Description of Issue Program/ 
Segment 

Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of 
Program/Segment 

1.) WFUV Safe and Sane - 
INCLUDEnyc's  
 

Online Video Series 7/2/20 9am 5:34 In this episode, INCLUDEnyc's 
Director of Parent and Family 
Engagement, Elizabeth Golini, gives 
tips for parents and children alike on 
how to ease their anxiety during this 
pandemic.  

2.) WFUV Safe and Sane - Mug 
Cakes 

Online Video Serie 7/9/20 12:56pm 4:48 
 

WFUV Development Associate 
Morgan Mackey, along with two 
helpers, show us how to make 
chocolate mug cakes in less than five 
minutes. 

3.) WFUV Safe and Sane - Financial 
Literacy for Children 

Online Video Serie 7/16/20  8:38pm 4:37 
 

This episode features Greenlight 
CEO & Founder Tim Sheehan who 
talks about how to teach financial 
literacy to children.  

4.) WFUV Safe and Sane - Black 
Bean Salad 

Online Video Serie 7/23/20 7::56 5:07 
 

Want to learn how to make a 
delicious black bean salad? WFUV 
Office Manager Cari Lira shows a 
quick and easy way to make it in 
under five minutes.  

5.) WFUV Safe and Sane - Eyeless 
Mind 

Online Video Serie 8/7/20 7:54 5:32 Stephanie L. Duesing wrote the book, 
Eyeless Mind, after discovering her 
son Sebastian was almost completely 
blind. He has cerebral/cortical visual 
impairment, but passed every 
developmental milestone- to which 
Stephanie credits her lessons of 
music and dance. In this episode, 
Stephanie gives tips on how parents 
can help their children through music 
and movement.  

6.) WFUV Safe and Sane - Branzino Online Video Serie 
and Concert 

8/14/20 8:37 5:32 
 

WFUV's Lisa Smith, a corporate 
underwriter, gives a masterclass on 
how to cook a Mediterranean-style 
Branzino. 

 
 
 
  



Untangling the Chords is a podcast from WFUV News and Sound Mind Live focusing on the relationship between music and mental health.  
  

Description of Issue Program/ 
Segment 

Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of 
Program/Segment 

1.) Untangling the Chord: Sound 
Mind Lives  

Interview and concert 6/24/20 7pm 17:19 A 2018 study from the Music 
Industry Research Association found 
that 50 percent of musicians reported 
battling symptoms of depression. 
That’s compared with less than 25 
percent of the general adult 
population. We wanted to find out 
why.Chris Bullard joins Untangling 
the chords with, the founder and 
director of Sound Mind Live. 

2.) Untangling the Chords: Music 
Minds Matter,  

Interview and 
comedy show 

6/22/20 7pm 34:08 
 

George Bodark tals\ks ing with 
Spencer Townshend Hughes and 
Angela Rose Whaley, the founders of 
Music Minds Matter, a support group 
for members of the Denver area 
music scene. 

3.) Untangling the Chords: SIMS 
Foundation.  

Interview and tour 6/17/20 7 pm 1:05:34 Patsy Dolan Bouressa of the SIMS 
Foundation. The Austin, Texas based 
organization provides services to help 
musicians, music industry 
professionals and their dependent 
family members improve their mental 
wellness and combat addiction.  

4.) Untangling the Chords; Porter’s 
Call  
 

Interview and concert 8/28/20 7:30 pm 20:15 
 

George Bodarky talks with Al 
Andrews, the founder and executive 
director at Porter’s Call, a non-profit 
organization based in Franklin, 
Tennessee that provides free mental 
health services to recording artists 
and their families. If you or someone 
you know is struggling with a mental 
health issue, check out Sound Mind 
Live's Mental Health Resource 
Toolkit.  

 
  



 


