
 

Page 1 of 7 
 

Description of KNVN TV News Coverage Providing the most Significant Treatment 

of Community Issues 

 

Fourth Quarter 2014 

 

KHSL airs news programming during the following times: 5:00 a.m. to 7 a.m. on Action News 

Now Mornings Monday through Friday (Simulcast); Action News Now at 6 p.m. Monday through 

Friday; 11 p.m. to 11:35 p.m. on Action News Now at 11 Monday through Friday (Simulcast); 

and Saturday at 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and at 11:p.m. to 11:30 p.m. (Simulcast); and Sunday at 5 

p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 

 

All of the above programs are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of news, 

weather and sports and other related feature stories and segments that affect our North State 

coverage area. 

 

The following is a sample of the stories and segments of significant treatment of North State 

community issues. These stories where among the top three stories on that day in our rundown.  

All of these stories were also posted on our website Actionnewsnow.com and on our station 

facebook page. 

 

Crime and Public Safety 

Tehama Pot Complaints  

Air Date: Oct. 2, 5 p /6 p/ 11 p 

The issues of illegal medical marijuana continues to be a major issues.  Today, we spoke to a 

Tehama County resident who says he is besieged by pot growers around him and he can’t get 

help from law enforcement. 

 

Graffiti Vandals 

Air Date: Oct 3, 6, 5 p.m. 

This report focused on continuing graffiti problems in Chico.  This time taggers are targeting 

commercial areas along Mangrove and Cohasset road areas. 

 

Chico State Cleary Report  

Air Date: Oct. 4, 5 p/ 11p 

The annual Cleary Report was released today for Chico State. The report tracks sexual assault 

calls on college campuses.  The 2013 report showed that assault calls were up by 5 percent at 

Chico State.  It also noted new measures the university needs to take to help prevent attacks. 

 

Redding Crime Forum 

Air Date: Oct. 21, 5 p /6 p /11 p 

There was a standing room-only crowd at last night’s crime forum in Redding.  Today, we 

followed the event as we talked with Police Chief Poletti about crime concerns in Redding and 

plans to address those concerns. 
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Redding Police New Fire Station 

Air Date: Oct. 23, 5 p/ 6 p/ 11 p 

After years of living in cramped and worn down quarters, the Redding Police Department says 

it’s finally ready to begin breaking ground on a new department building.  It will cost about $12 

million to build.  But the city has been setting money aside for years so funding is not an issue 

anymore. 

 

Chico Creek Butane Oil Trash 

Air Date:  Oct. 24, 5 p/ 6 p 

The growing Honey Oil Lab problem in the North State is now trashing local water ways.  Today 

we reported on how drug lab folks are leaving their trash behind in local creeks, including empty 

but still hazardous Butane containers. 

 

Chico Stolen Vehicles 

Air Date: Oct. 27, 6 p/ 11 p 

This report focused on the latest efforts by Chico Police to battle the growing problem of car 

thefts around the city.  Investigators still say too many people are not locking their cars.  

 

Bealer Venue Change 

Air Date: Nov. 10 5 p/ 6 p 

Today began testimony in the Change of Venue hearing for Quinten Bealer, the man accused of 

killing 14-year-old Maryssa Nichols in 2013. The hearing was expected to take at least three 

days. 

 

Chico PD and Alarm Responses 

Air Date:  Nov. 11, 5 p/ 6p 

The City of Chico is now reconsidering the police department’s plan to no longer respond to 

every tripped burglar alarm in the city because of a lack of officers in the streets and the fact 

that most alarms are false calls.  They say that property owners will have to make sure that a 

break in did indeed occur before the department can send an officer to investigate. 

 

Honey Oil Labs 

Air Date: Nov. 14, 5 p/ 6 p 

North State law enforcement say the continued rise in so-called Honey Oil Labs is alarming, 

especially because the manufacturing process is so dangerous.  We have already covered 

several fires after labs have exploded.  

 

Tehama Jail Expansion 

Air Date:  Nov. 18 5 p/ 6p 

Plans to expand Tehama County’s Jail are not going over well for some local residents.  Some 

say the plan would close a downtown street and that would be too inconvenient for some 

businesses and their patrons. 
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Butte County Sheriff Cold Case Website 

Air Date: Dec. 29 5 p /6p/11 p 

Butte County Sheriff launches a new website today to bring attention to some local cold cases A 

wind-driven fire devastates the town of Weed in Siskiyou County.  The fire destroyed 160 

homes and heavily damaged the town’s largest employer, the lumber mill.  Today’s initial 

coverage would begin a string of news coverage last several more days. It will be a story that 

will likely last for several months as recovery continues in the community. 

 

Politics 

Chico City Manager  

Air Date: Oct. 4, 6 p/ 11 p 

Now that Chico City Manager Mark Orm has been on the job a few months, we sit down and 

talk to him his plans for Chico, which is still dealing with a lot of tough issues. 

 

Medical Pot Ordinance Sign Controversy 

Air Date: Oct. 7, 6 p /11 p /5 a.m. 

Both sides of Butte County Measure A and B fight are now upset about each other trashing 

campaign signs.   We talked to both sides and they are just pointing fingers with little to be 

resolved. 

 

Election Preps 

Air Date: Oct. 18, 5 p 

We check in with Election officials in Butte and Shasta Counties to see how preparations are 

going for the upcoming mid-term and local elections.  All systems appear to be go and inform 

viewers on what they need to know in terms of absentee voting deadlines.  

 

Butte Measures A and B 

Air Date: Oct. 19th, 5 p and 11 p 

Measures A and B has turned out to be one of the most controversial and expensive election 

campaigns in Butte County history.  Today, reporter Brian Johnson examines both sides behind 

the measures that would set the tone for medical marijuana cultivation in the county.  

 

The Fracking Question in Butte County 

Air Date: Oct. 29, 5 p and 11 p 

Today, we aired a special report on how Butte County became ground zero for the fracking 

debate in the North State.  We talk to all sides regarding the issue, including a local activist and 

a high powered PR guru who fought efforts to have fracking banned in Butte County. 

 

Election Day 

Air Date: Nov. 4 All shows, all day 

Today was Election Day for mid-term election 2014. It began with reports from the polls and it 

ended with the latest results from the polls.  We covered all of the local races, state and national 

races. 
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Election Day Follow-ups and Reaction 

Air Date: Nov. 5, 11 p 

Several reports on the latest election results and reaction from winners and losers.  We also did 

reports on what some of the results mean for some communities, such as the shift on the city 

council for Chico.  

 

Obama Immigration Policy 

Air Date: Nov. 20, 5 p, 6 p 11p. 

Local reaction to the executive orders announced by President Obama regarding national 

immigration policy. 

 

Chico Card Room Debate 

Air Date: Dec. 15, 5 p 11 p 

The City of Chico is considering whether to allow a card room operation in downtown Chico.  

The applicant says the card room would be a major upgrade to the area while others say a card 

room is not a good fit. 

 

Education 

Orland School District Audit 

Air Date: Oct. 6, 5 p/ 6p  

An update on a special state investigation on the Orland School District and its issues involving 

alleged accounting errors that led a $1.2 million deficit.  Without assigning blame, the report 

found major issues with accounting controls and overall management of contracts.  The matter 

now rests with the Glenn County District Attorney’s office. 

 

All Clear App 

Air Date: Oct. 9, 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

We reported on a new mobile app that helps students and teachers find out how to get out of a 

campus emergency by providing immediate communication and direction as to what to do in 

such an event. 

 

Chico State Ranking 

Air Date: Oct. 20, 10 5 p/ 6 p 

Chico State ranks 7th in this month’s U.S. News and World Report magazine report on the top 

100 campuses in terms of rankings and value for the money. 

 

Chico Unified School District Labor Dispute 

Air Date: Nov. 11, 6 p/11 p 

Chico teachers say they are not happy with the salary and benefit offer by the district and they 

are ready to hold a vote to see whether membership will authorize a strike, if deemed 

necessary.  The district says its 2 percent salary offer is the best it can do. 
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Economy 

North Valley Plaza New Business Activity 

Air Date: Oct. 8, 6 p and 11 p 

A new wave of business openings at North Valley Plaza, which has evolved over the years from 

a traditional indoor mall to more of a modern strip mall center.  Sportsman’s Warehouse recently 

opened its doors at that location and we hear some new chain restaurants are looking the Plaza 

as well. 

 

Lyon Books Dilemma 

Air Date: Oct. 10, 5 p/ 6 p 

Owners of a new a longtime local Chico Bookstore say they need to sell their store.  Owners of 

Lyons Books say online and big box book outlets are making it too tough to stay in business.  

Even so, they feel that a book store like there’s can exist under the right business model.    

 

Boles Fire Recovery 

Air Date: Oct. 15, 5 p 

We continue to check in with the community of Weed, which was hit hard by a fast moving fire in 

September.   So far, much of the recovery is revolving around clean up and immediate living 

needs for the 200 or so people displaced by the fire.  

 

Paradise Pine Golf Course Closing 

Air Date: Oct. 21, 5 p and 11 p 

An old 9-hole golf course in the Paradise area is forced to close because of a lack of water and 

other financial concerns.   

 

Vacant House Squatting  

Air Date: Oct. 24, 6 p/ 11 p 

North State real estate agents say they are seeing a lot more homeless people moving into 

vacant homes that have been vacant for a long time due to foreclosure.  We focus on a recent 

incident where a Realtor came across some squatters as they tried to show a home in Chico. 

 

Weed Sawmill Recovery 

Air Date: Oct. 10, 5 p/ 6 p 

The sawmill in Weed, which suffered heavy damage in the Boles fire, is getting back to full 

operations and with that, hiring those laid off because of the fire. 

 

Chico Heat Returns 

Air Date: Nov. 25, 5 / 6 p 

It’s not exactly like old times, but a group of investors is bringing back Chico Heat baseball to 

Chico.  The league will feature off-season college players for summer league as opposed to the 

independent professional league that began in 1998.  But it will add to the summer economy 

and provide summer entertainment for locals.  
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Chico Airport Loses Commercial Air Service 

Air Date: Dec. 2, 5 p / 6 p 

Today was the final day of commercial flights out of Chico Municipal Airport for the time being. 

The airline that operates United Express flights out of Chico Municipal Airport discontinued 

commercial flights after determining that it just can’t make a go of it.  Our report also focused on 

the implications to the local economy and what is to happen next. 

 

Falling Gas Prices  

Air Date: Dec. 4, 6 p 

Lower worldwide oil prices continue to push down gasoline prices down at the pump and that’s 

good news for local drivers.  We focus on the benefits to the local economy.  

 

Environment 

Dropping Lake Levels 

Oct. 16 5 p /6 p 

Lake levels at Shasta Lake and Lake Oroville continue to drop to near record levels because of 

the drought.  We got reaction and note the inconvenience to local business around the lake. 

 

Dry Wells in Butte County 

Air Date:  Oct. 19, 5 p 11 p 

This report focused on the growing reports of groundwater wells going dry due to drought 

conditions.  

 

Weather/Drought Outlook  

Air Date:  Nov. 4, 5 p/6 p 

Meteorologist Jason Atcho airs a special report that examines the weather outlook for Northern 

California.  We speak with experts at the National Weather Service who say the outlook was 

promising for a normal winter. 

 

Raising Shasta Dam 

Air Date: Oct. 21, 5 p /6 p 

This issue of raising Shasta Lake’s top level by 18.5 feet was the center of discussion at a 

meeting with state, federal and local officials today.  Many see this as one of the most cost 

effective ways to increase the state’s water supply, even though the project would cost near $5 

billion.  
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Addendum: 

 

The following is a list of non-profit organizations that have been interviewed live on our Noon 

Newscast on KNVN about their mission or upcoming events: 

Jesus Center of Chico; Chico High School Sports Boosters; Chico Museum, Chico Chamber of 

Commerce, Downtown Chico Business Association, Red Bluff Round-up Foundation, Redding 

Rodeo Asphalt Cowboys Foundation, American Association of University Women,  North Valley 

Animal Disaster group, Snow Goose Festival,  Oroville State Theatre, Saw Mill Peak Fire 

Lookout, Glenn County Sheriff’s Posse, Habitat for Humanity, League of Women Voters Butte 

County, Oroville Rotary Club, Butte Community College, Orland Women’s Improvement Club, 

Historic Patrick Ranch, Sons of Italy, Keeping Dance Alive, Empty Bowls Project, St. Jude 

Children’s Research Hospital, Red Bluff Community Center, Oroville Hunger Walk, North State 

Symphony Guild, Durham American Legion, Los Senoras, Chico Science Fair, Paradise Boys 

and Girls Club and the Chico Silent Film Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 


