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Description of KNVN TV News Coverage Providing the most Significant Treatment 
of Community Issues 

 
Third Quarter 2014 

 
KNVN airs news programming during the following times: 5:00 a.m. to 7 a.m. on Action News 
Now Mornings, Monday through Friday (Simulcast); 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.; 
Monday through Friday; 11 p.m. to 11:35 p.m. on Action News Now at 11 Monday through 
Friday (Simulcast); and Saturday and Sunday at 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. and at 11 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
(Simulcast). 
 
All of the above programs are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of news, 
weather and sports and other related feature stories and segments that affect our North State 
coverage area. 
 
The following is a sample of the stories and segments of significant treatment of North State 
community issues. These stories where among the top three stories on that day in our rundown.  
All of these stories were also posted on our website Actionnewsnow.com and on our station 
facebook page. 
 
Crime and Public Safety 
 
Safeway Kidnapping  
Air Date: July 2, 5 p /6 p/ 11 p 
 
A Chico woman tells police that she was abducted from the Safeway parking lot on Mangrove 
after she had just finished shopping.  She was found not too far away in a section of Bidwell 
Park.  She said she couldn’t recall how she got to the park.  The story put a big scare in the 
community because of its randomness.  The victim wasn’t hurt. 
 
Graffiti Vandals 
Air Date: July 3, 6, 5 p.m. 
 
This report focused on continuing graffiti problems in Chico.  This time taggers are targeting 
commercial areas along Mangrove and Cohasset road areas. 
 
Shasta Lake Patrols 
Air Date: July 4, 5 p/ 11p 
 
The Fourth of July holiday is not only the busiest time for law enforcement, but one of the most 
hazardous when it comes to boating activity on North State lakes.  Today, we went out on patrol 
with the Shasta County Sheriff boating patrol on Lake Shasta to see how these deputies keep 
the peace on the water. 
 
Bella Vista Fire  
Air Date: July 8, 5 p /11 p 
 
A fast-moving fire burned through more than 250 acres in the Bella Vista area east of Redding.  
The fire threatened several homes.  But fire crews we’re able to knock the fire down within 
hours.  Another close call though. 
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Bully Fire 
Air Date: July 11, 5 p /6 p /11 p 
 
Hot weather and high winds pushed flames into what became a major wildfire in western Shasta 
County.  The fire burned more than 5,000 acres in a remote area.  It also killed one man.  A few 
days later, authorities would pin the cause of the fire on a local resident who was working on an 
illegal pot garden. 
 
Redding Police New Fire Station 
Air Date: July 12, 5 p/ 6 p/ 11 p 
 
After years of living in cramped and worn down quarters, the Redding Police Department says 
it’s finally ready to begin breaking ground on a new department building.  It will cost about $12 
million to build.  But the city has been setting money aside for years so funding is not an issue 
anymore. 
 
Oroville Police and Fire Consolidation 
Air Date:  July 16, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
The City of Oroville announced that it will seriously consider whether to contract out police and 
fire services in the future.  City officials say every increasing costs of personnel and benefits are 
forcing the city to see whether it can continue to afford running its own departments or farm out 
services to CalFire and Butte County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
Chico Stolen Vehicles 
Air Date: July 18, 6 p/ 11 p 
 
This report focused on the latest efforts by Chico Police to battle the growing problem of car 
thefts around the city.  Investigators still say too many people are not locking their cars.  
 
Eiler Fire 
Air Date: Aug. 4, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
It started as a small fire in the east Shasta County wilderness.  But within hours, the fire raced 
over an eastern ridge and burned much of the small community of Hat Creek.  Eight homes 
were lost.  The fire also threatened the town of Burney for several days before it was contained.  
 
Chico PD and Alarm Responses 
Air Date:  Aug. 7, 5 p/ 6p 
 
Chico Police are now notifying local businesses that they can no longer respond to every tripped 
burglar alarm in the city because of a lack of officers in the streets and the fact that most alarms 
are false calls.  They say that property owners will have to make sure that a break in did indeed 
occur before the department can send an officer to investigate. 
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Honey Oil Labs 
Air Date: Aug. 12, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
North State law enforcement say the continued rise in so-called Honey Oil Labs is alarming, 
especially because the manufacturing process is so dangerous.  We have already covered 
several fires after labs have exploded.  
 
Butte Sheriff Arrest Video 
Air Date:  Aug. 26, 5 p/ 6p 
 
A video of a Butte County sheriff deputy kicking a suspect while he was sitting down went viral 
and caused a major investigation into whether excessive force was used.  In the end, an 
independent investigation found that the deputy was justified in his action. 
 
Boles Fire/Weed 
Air Date: Sept. 15, 5 p /6p/11 p 
 
A wind-driven fire devastates the town of Weed in Siskiyou County.  The fire destroyed 160 
homes and heavily damaged the town’s largest employer, the lumber mill.  Today’s initial 
coverage would begin a string of news coverage last several more days. It will be a story that 
will likely last for several months as recovery continues in the community. 
 
 
Politics 
 
City of Chico Names City Manager  
Air Date: July 2, 6 p/ 11 p 
 
Less than a few weeks after Chico City Manager Brian Nakamura resigned for a new job, the 
city announced that Assistant City Manager Mark Orme will take over as permanent city 
manager.  
 
Butte County Fracking Decision  
Air Date: Aug. 23, Noon, 5 p/ 6p  
 
An ongoing fight between opponents and supporters of Fracking, squared off in court today to 
decide whether a slightly flawed ballot initiative could go forward to supervisors for placement 
on the November ballot.  A judge agreed that while technically flawed, the initiative petition was 
understandable to voters as to what a yes or no vote would mean.  
 
Butte County Fracking Part 2 
Air Date: Aug. 26, 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
 
Butte County Supervisors stun fracking opponents by essentially punting on the issue, even 
after it voted on a ban in April.  That vote wasn’t binding back then.  It needed to be reaffirmed 
in a second reading, which never happened.   Supervisors agreed to give the issue a 30-day 
review period and committed to getting on the 2016 ballot, if needed.  That decision meant it 
could not make the November ballot. 
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Medical Pot Ordinance Sign Controversy 
Air Date: Sept 22, 6 p /11 p /5 a.m. 
 
Both sides of Butte County Measure A and B fight are now upset about each other trashing 
campaign signs.   We talked to both sides and they are just pointing fingers with little to be 
resolved. 
 
 
Education 
 
 
Orland School District Audit 
Air Date: Sept. 12, 5 p/ 6p  
 
A special state investigation unit came out with its report on the Orland School District and its 
issues involving alleged accounting errors that led a $1.2 million deficit.  Without assigning 
blame, the report found major issues with accounting controls and overall management of 
contracts.  The matter now rests with the Glenn County District Attorney’s office. 
 
All Clear App 
Air Date: Sept. 9, 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
 
We reported on a new mobile app that helps students and teachers find out how to get out of a 
campus emergency by providing immediate communication and direction as to what to do in 
such an event. 
 
Chico State Ranking 
Air Date: Sept. 10, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
Chico State ranks 7th in this month’s U.S. News and World Report magazine report on the top 
100 campuses in terms of rankings and value for the money. 
 
Yes Means Yes 
Air Date: Sept. 29, 6 p/ 11 p 
 
The Orland School District continues to struggle with an accounting error that its budget is 
actually $1.2 million in the red. Now it looking for a new superintendent to help straighten the 
situation out in time for next school year. 
 
Education 
 
 
Willows Public Schools Needs 
Air Date: Sept. 12, 5 p/ 6p  
 
A special state investigation unit came out with its report on the Orland School District and its 
issues involving alleged accounting errors that led a $1.2 million deficit.  Without assigning 
blame, the report found major issues with accounting controls and overall management of 
contracts.  The matter now rests with the Glenn County District Attorney’s office. 
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Economy 
 
Lyon Books Dilemma 
Air Date: July 24, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
Owners of a new a longtime local Chico Bookstore say they need to sell their store.  Owners of 
Lyons Books say online and big box book outlets are making it too tough to stay in business.  
Even so, they feel that a book store like there’s can exist under the right business model.    
 
Vacant Home Squatting 
Air Date: Aug. 13, 6 p/ 11 p 
 
North State real estate agents say they are seeing a lot more homeless people moving into 
vacant homes that have been vacant for a long time due to foreclosure.  We focus on a recent 
incident where a Realtor came across some squatters as they tried to show a home in Chico. 
 
Colusa Unemployment 
Air Date: Aug. 19, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
We did a report on how Colusa County often has the highest unemployment rate in the state on 
a percentage basis.  A lot has to do with the seasonality of the job market since it is dominated 
by agriculture. Nevertheless, we did a story on how the community copes with this tough 
economic cycle.  
 
Chico Airport Losing Commercial Air Service 
Air Date: Sept. 21, 5 p / 6 p 
 
The airline that operates United Express flights out of Chico Municipal Airport say it will 
discontinue commercial flights after Dec. 2.  They say they just can’t make a go of it.  Our report 
also focused on the implications to the local economy. 
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Environment 
 
Keeping Golf Courses Green 
Air Date: July 16, 15 5 p /6 p 
 
With the drought in full effect, our continuing coverage on this issue focused on the struggle 
local golf courses are having to keep their fairways and greens green, 
 
Dry Wells in Butte County 
Air Date: July 17, 5 p 11 p 
 
This report focused on the growing reports of groundwater wells going dry due to drought 
conditions.  
 
Raising Shasta Dam 
Air Date: July 21, 5 p /6 p 
 
This issue of raising Shasta Lake’s top level by 18.5 feet was the center of discussion at a 
meeting with state, federal and local officials today.  Many see this as one of the most cost 
effective ways to increase the state’s water supply, even though the project would cost near $5 
billion.  
 
Statewide Water Restrictions   
Air Date: July 30, 5 p / 11 p 
 
Today, Governor Jerry Brown announced statewide water conservation measures, which 
include fines of up to $500 for those who don’t follow the new rules.  
 
Paradise Smelly Water 
Air Date: Aug. 2, 5 p/ 6 p/ 11 p 
 
Paradise Irrigation District, which supplies drinking water to 10,000 customers, says 
maintenance issues is causing a distinct odor with some of its water in some areas of the 
system.  They say it’s safe to drink and that the problem should go away soon. 
 
Chico Tree Nuisance 
Air Date: Aug. 9, 11 p 
 
This story covered the problems caused by some of Chico’s oldest trees.  Troubles with 
sidewalks heaving and sewer and water line breaks have forced some property owners to take 
measures to remove the old trees.  They are also finding out it’s up to them to pay the cost. 
 
Lindo Channel Weeds 
Air Date: Sept. 24, 5 p / 6 p 
 
A Chico City Council member took one of our reporters on a tour of Lindo Channel where he 
says the invasive weed known as Arunda is talking over parts of the channel and causing a 
major fire hazard for some neighborhoods.  
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Health 
 
West Nile Activity 
Air Date: Aug, 15, 5 p / 6 p 
 
Local health official send out an urgent message to the North State to be extra careful during 
dusk and dawn hours because of elevated West Nile Virus mosquito activity.  So far, five people 
have died statewide.   
 
 
 
Addendum: 
 
The following is a list of non-profit organizations that have been interviewed live on our Noon 
Newscast on KHSL and KNVN about their mission or upcoming event: 
 
Chico Museum, Chico Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Chico Business Association, Red 
Bluff Round-up Foundation, Redding Rodeo Asphalt Cowboys Foundation, American 
Association of University Women,  North Valley Animal Disaster group, Snow Goose Festival,  
Oroville State Theatre, Saw Mill Peak Fire Lookout, Glenn County Sheriff’s Posse, Habitat for 
Humanity, League of Women Voters Butte County, Oroville Rotary Club, Butte Community 
College, Orland Women’s Improvement Club, Historic Patrick Ranch, Sons of Italy, Keeping 
Dance Alive, Empty Bowls Project, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Red Bluff Community 
Center, Oroville Hunger Walk, North State Symphony Guild, Durham American Legion, Los 
Senoras, Chico Science Fair, Paradise Boys and Girls Club and the Chico Silent Film Festival. 


