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UNIMAS NEWS BRIEFS 
 

NOVEMBER 1, 2013 – NOVEMBER 30, 2013 
 

11/01/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic:  FOOD STAMPS CUT 
Time: 5:23 pm 
Synopsis: 
Food banks across the country, stretched thin in the aftermath of the recession, are bracing for more 
people coming through their doors in the wake of cuts to the federal food stamp program. Food stamp 
benefits to 47 million Americans were cut starting Friday as a temporary boost to the federal program. 
Under the program, known formally as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, a family 
of four that gets $668 per month in benefits will find that amount cut by $36. Crisp, a babysitter who brings 
home about $830 a month, says the food stamps help her buy her family fresh fruits, vegetables and 
meat. Crisp worries now that she may end up trying to supplement her family's groceries by going to a 
food bank or cutting into her electric or gas money for the month. The cut, she says, also means she will 
have to buy more canned fruits and vegetables, forgoing her daughters' favorite fruit, kiwi, and buying 
packaged meat. 
 
========================================================= 
 
11/02/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: GAY RIGHTS IN THE SENATE 
Time: 4:40 pm 
Synopsis: 
Gay rights advocates from both parties are newly upbeat about the prospects for Senate passage of 
legislation that would bar employers from discriminating against workers on the basis of sexual orientation 
or gender identity. The outlook for the Employment Non-Discrimination Act reflects the nation's growing 
tolerance of homosexuality and the GOP's political calculation as it looks for supporters beyond its core 
base of older voters. The first test vote is Monday.   A Pew Research survey in June found that more 
Americans said homosexuality should be accepted rather than discouraged by society by a margin of 60 
percent to 31 percent. Opinions were more evenly divided 10 years ago. In a sign of the times, the anti-
bias legislation has traditional proponents such as the Human Rights Campaign, the largest gay and 
lesbian advocacy group, plus the backing of a relatively new group, the American Unity Fund. That 
organization has the financial support of big-name Republican donors -- hedge fund billionaires Paul 
Singer, Cliff Asness, Dan Loeb and Seth Klarman -- and former GOP lawmakers Norm Coleman of 
Minnesota and Tom Reynolds of New York. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: POT IN WASHINGTON 
Time: 5:13 pm 
Synopsis: 
The District of Columbia is on the fast track toward decriminalizing possession of small amounts of 
marijuana. The D.C. Council is poised to approve a bill that would make possession of less than 1 ounce 
of pot a civil offense, punishable by a fine as low as $25. Democratic Mayor Vincent Gray says he 
supports it. He could sign the bill as early as January. Some activists want the city to go further by 
legalizing marijuana. They're considering a ballot initiative if the council doesn't take that step.  D.C. 
leaders have long been cautious about pot, in part because Congress has the final say on city laws. 
Congress held up medical marijuana in D.C. for a decade. But with 17 states having some form of 
decriminalization, many believe Congress won't intervene. 
 
========================================================= 
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11/04/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMACARE HEALTHCARE  
Time: 3:31 pm 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama, defiant against critics of his troubled healthcare plan, vowed on Monday to 
press ahead with the rollout and asked supporters to help as the White House struggled to gain control of 
the debate over his signature achievement in the face of mounting criticism.  Obama went before 200 of 
the core activists who helped turn out the vote for him in his re-election a year ago, seeking their 
assistance to enroll people into the Affordable Care Act amid signs that early enrollment numbers will fall 
far short of expectations.  Obama has come under fire for a website that has not worked properly since 
the system came on line Oct. 1 and for the fact that thousands of Americans are seeing their private 
insurance plans canceled despite his 2010 promise. The problems have contributed to a drop in his job 
approval rating to about 40 percent and given his Republican critics ammunition to use against a 
healthcare law they have fought bitterly since it was proposed during his first presidential campaign in 
2008. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: FINE AGAINST JOHNSON AND JOHNSON 
Time: 7:25 pm 
Synopsis: 
Johnson & Johnson has agreed to pay over $2.2 billion to resolve criminal and civil allegations that the 
company promoted powerful psychiatric drugs for unapproved uses in children, seniors and disabled 
patients, the Department of Justice announced on Monday. The agreement is the third-largest settlement 
with a drug maker in U.S. history, and the latest in a string of actions against drug companies allegedly 
putting profits ahead of patients.  Justice Department officials alleged that J&J used illegal marketing 
tactics and kickbacks to persuade physicians and pharmacists to prescribe Risperdal and Invega, both 
antipsychotic drugs, and Natrecor, which is used to treat heart failure.  The settlement amount includes 
$1.72 billion in civil payments to federal and state governments as well as $485 million in criminal fines 
and forfeited profits. Monday’s action is the latest example of regulators cracking down on aggressive 
pharmaceutical marketing tactics, namely trying to increase sales by pushing medicines for unapproved, 
or "off-label," uses. While doctors are allowed to prescribe medicines for any use, drug makers cannot 
promote them in any way that is not approved by FDA. 
 
========================================================= 
 
11/05/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: BORDER PATROL REJECTS CURB ON FORCE 
Time: 3:27 pm 
Synopsis:  
The head of the U.S. Border Patrol says his agents can continue using deadly force against rock-throwers 
and assailants in vehicles, despite a government-commissioned review that recommends ending the 
practice. Border Patrol Chief Mike Fisher says making exceptions to the use of force policy would put his 
agents in danger.   Border Patrol agents may continue using deadly force against rock-throwers, the chief 
of the agency said, despite the recommendation of a government-commissioned review to end the 
practice.  The Police Executive Research Forum, a nonprofit group that advises law enforcement 
agencies, recommended that the Border Patrol and its parent agency, Customs and Border Protection, 
stop the use of deadly force against rock throwers and assailants in vehicles, Border Patrol Chief Mike 
Fisher said. Both recommendations were part of a broader internal review of CBP's use-of-force policies 
and practices that began last year. The measures were not included in a revised policy announced on 
Sept. 25 that calls for more training and better record-keeping.CBP considered the proposed curbs "very 
restrictive," Fisher told The Associated Press. Under current policy, agents can use deadly force if they 
have a reasonable belief that their lives or the lives of others are in danger. 
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Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: GAS PRICES AND HEAT 
Time: 3:27 pm 
Synopsis:  
Heating oil prices are already 19 cents cheaper than this time last year and they're set to go even lower.  
And there's more. Gasoline prices - already 36 cents lower than they were two months ago - are heading 
down again.    Analysts say the national average could be $3.05 by Christmas. Already drivers in 34 
states are seeing pump prices at some gas stations below 3 bucks a gallon. One reason for the drop: 
hurricanes have been virtually nonexistent this year, unlike last year when super storm Sandy led to fuel 
shortages. But an even bigger factor is the American oil boom - like in North Dakota where production is 
up 10 fold in just 8 years. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: CHILD CARE COST 
Time: 5:22 pm 
Synopsis:  
Child care costs continue to soar, with prices so high in some parts of the country that they exceed tuition 
at state colleges. Last year, average center-based child care costs rose by nearly 3% nationwide, 
according to a report from the nonprofit Child Care Aware of America. Full-time care for an infant ranged 
from a high of $16,430 a year in Massachusetts to $4,863 in Mississippi. Meanwhile, center-based care 
for a four-year-old hit a high of $12,355 in Massachusetts and a low of $4,312 in Mississippi. The centers 
are also grappling with ballooning operational costs, ranging from rising insurance costs to higher food 
prices, said Lynette Fraga, Child Care Aware's executive director.  As a result, child care costs grew by as 
much as eight times the rate of family incomes last year, the report said. And they continue to take a 
major chunk out of family budgets, often representing a household's largest monthly expense.  
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMA IMMIGRATION 
Time: 7:29 pm 
Synopsis:  
Today the President will host a meeting in the Roosevelt Room with top business leaders to discuss the 
importance of getting immigration reform done to bolster US economic growth. Immigration reform will 
reduce the deficit by nearly $850 billion over the first 20 years, and it'll grow the economy by $1.4 trillion 
over 20 years, which adds 5.4% to the GDP by 2033. It has broad bipartisan support from Democrats and 
Republicans, business and labor leaders, law enforcement and faith leaders.  The President is willing to 
work with folks on both sides of the aisle to get this done. It's good for business, good for our economy as 
a whole, and it's the right thing to do.  It's time for the House to take action.  
 
========================================================= 
 
11/06/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: SECRETARY OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT SPEAKS BEFORE CONGRESS 
Time: 2:28 pm 
Synopsis:  
Appearing on Capitol Hill before a Senate committee, HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius told Senators the 
government's health care website is becoming more reliable daily despite the bugs still in place.  “In the 
last five weeks, access to HealthCare.gov has been a miserably frustrating experience for far too many of 
these Americans. It's unacceptable. I am focused on fixing it, and I'm accountable. I recognize that there 
is an even higher level of accountability, accountability to the sick, the vulnerable, the struggling 
Americans who deserve better health care. The impact on the lives of everyday people is getting lost. I 
know this because I hear their stories, as I'm sure many of you do.” 
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Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: D.C DRIVER'S LICENSE FOR UNDOCUMENTED 
Time: 5:26 pm 
Synopsis:  
The District of Columbia Council approved a bill on Tuesday to create a special type of driver's license for 
undocumented immigrants, set to go into effect next May. It’s a victory for immigrant rights advocates, 
who have long argued that driver's licenses for undocumented immigrants would allow them to lead more 
safe and productive lives. But it also came with a setback: The council agreed to make the licenses 
different from those of legal residents and citizens by adding a prominently-displayed note that they are 
"not valid for official federal purposes." 
 
========================================================= 
 
11/07/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: CIA PAYS AT&T 
Time: 8:45 pm 
Synopsis:  
CIA arrangements with a telecommunications company-AT&T to be exact. The spy agency has reportedly 
been paying AT&T over $10 million to spy on phone calls. The CIA simply gives AT&T a list of numbers, 
and AT&T voluntarily serves up the data. (No subpoena or warrant required!) They're mainly after the 
phone records of overseas terrorism suspects but sometimes Americans find their way into the mix. In this 
case, AT&T "masks" several digits of the Americans' phone numbers, though if the CIA wants to find out 
who those people are, they just have to ask the FBI to issue a subpoena. And let's not forget that when 
the CIA pays for AT&T's help, the money's coming right out of taxpayers' pockets.AT&T's starting to look 
like a real pawn in this game, too. This is the same company that let the NSA tap directly into its fiber optic 
cables during the Bush era. It's also the same company that embedded employees in the FBI as well as 
drug agencies to help them tap phones better. They didn't just look at phone records in real time, either. 
AT&T built a massive database of every phone call that's passed through their switches  for nearly three 
decades. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: CALIFORNIA FREE WIFI 
Time: 10:23 
Synopsis:  
L.A. City Council approved a request for proposals  to build a citywide Wi-Fi network in an effort to 
stimulate economic growth and "bridge the digital divide.”  The exact cost of the effort and the type of 
Internet service provided will depend on the proposals. Councilman Bob Blumenfield  who spearheaded 
the idea, said providing basic Wi-Fi services could cost from $60 million to $100 million. A much faster 
Internet access system, which would involve installing fiber-optic cables in homes and businesses, could 
cost up to $5 billion, according to the city's Information and Technology Agency. Dozens of cities across 
the country provide basic Wi-Fi service, but only a few provide fiber-optic Internet. They include Kansas 
City and Austin, which made deals with Google to connect fiber cables to every residence. Basic Internet 
usage there is free, but residents can pay extra for faster connections and television service. Cities have 
used different funding formulas, with Wi-Fi providers providing discounts in some cases in exchange for 
permission to advertise. Council members say expanding access to the Internet would allow those who 
can't afford to pay for Internet access to better compete. They say it would also augment a $1-billion plan 
at Los Angeles Unified School District    to provide 650,000 iPads to teachers and students. An estimated 
30% of student households are without broadband access. Nationwide, an estimated 85% of Americans   
use the Internet, and 70% of American adults have a high-speed broadband connection at home. The city 
last tried to implement citywide wireless access in 2007, but dropped the plan two years later after officials 
concluded it would be too expensive. 
 
========================================================= 
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11/08/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic:  MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT 
Time: Synopsis:  
More than 62 million Americans will benefit from new rules announced Friday, said HHS Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius. In a move aimed at boosting mental health treatment, Health and Human Services 
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius on Friday announced new rules that will put teeth in a 2008 mental health 
equity law. The Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act, signed by President George W. Bush, 
requires doctors and insurers to treat mental illness the same as physical illness. Sebelius made the 
announcement to applause at the Rosalynn Carter Symposium on Mental Health Policy in Atlanta. The 
move "finally puts mental health and behavioral health on equal footing on paper”.  The law made mental 
health more accessible, but there has been virtually no enforcement of it, said Dr. Jeffrey Lieberman, 
president of the American Psychiatric Association and a Columbia University psychiatrist  Friday's 
announcement applies to private insurance. The rules do not apply to people on Medicaid because the 
Obama administration has already given states guidance on how those plans should be meeting 
requirements set out by the 2008 law. 
 
========================================================== 
 
11/09/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMACARE DOOR-TO-DOOR CAMPAIGN 
Time: 4:30PM 
Synopsis:  
The Dolores Huerta Foundation, in partnership with California Calls, is launching a 3 week campaign 
promoting Obamacare. They are targeting Kern County Voters to encourage enrollment and educate the 
community about the benefits of the Affordable Care Act, and are also providing resources and 
information on how to enroll in public and private insurance. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: STUDENTS DROP-OUT LEVELS HAVE IMPROVED 
Time: 7:23 
Synopsis:  
According to DOE figures, a total of 53,465 suspensions were meted out to students citywide during the 
2012-2013 school year, a 23 percent drop off from the year before, when nearly 70,000 students received 
suspensions. The fewest number of suspensions, under 3,500, were handed out in Staten Island's 62 
elementary, intermediate and high schools. A third of the schools here, including one intermediate school 
and one high school, reported no suspensions. The discipline code revisions took suspension off the table 
for the first time for minor offenses the DOE considers "uncooperative" or "disorderly" -- things like talking 
back to teachers and staff, leaving school without permission, cutting classes, smoking, or even gambling 
-- across all grades. 
 
========================================================== 
 
11/11/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: GAS PRICES WENT DOWN 
Time: 2:27PM 
Synopsis:  
Lundberg Survey finds gasoline down 15 cents.  U.S. gasoline prices continue to fall, dropping an average 
of 15 cents per gallon over the past three weeks.  Industry analyst Trilby Lundberg says the average price 
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of regular is now $3.22 per gallon. The average for midgrade is $3.42. For premium it is $3.57. Of the 
cities surveyed in the Lower 48 states, the highest average, $3.67 a gallon, was found in San Francisco.  
The lowest, $2.82, was in Tulsa, Okla.  The average price of diesel fuel declined 4 cents a gallon, to 
$3.87, since the last Lundberg Survey. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMA IMMIGRATION REFORM 
Time: 5:19PM 
Synopsis:  
President Obama's second-term approval ratings continue to slide, with a majority now disapproving of his 
job performance, according to a new Pew Research Center survey.  Obama's slide parallels that of his 
predecessor, George W. Bush, whose ratings also dropped steadily during his second term, although 
Obama's 41% approval at this point - one year after his election - stands slightly higher than Bush's 36%. 
By contrast, Presidents Clinton and Reagan maintained a relatively high level of popularity in their fifth 
years in office. The president's job approval numbers hit a high point in December and have slid steadily 
since then, with 41% now approving of his performance in office and 53% disapproving, the new survey 
shows. He has lost ground across the board, including among fellow Democrats. Although his approval in 
his party still stands at a healthy 78%, that represents a drop of 10 percentage points over the past year. 
 
========================================================= 
 
11/12/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMACARE LATEST 
Time: 2:24 pm 
Synopsis: 
The Senate voted Tuesday to advance a bill designed to tighten government oversight of pharmacies that 
custom-mix prescription drugs, in the wake of last year's deadly meningitis outbreak tied to contaminated 
pain injections. The bill cleared a parliamentary hurdle on a 97-1 vote, indicating its overwhelming support 
in the Senate. The legislation, passed by the House in September, also creates a national system for 
tracking prescription drugs from manufacturers to retail pharmacies. Final passage sending it to President 
Barack Obama for his signature could come as early as Wednesday. The lone vote against the measure 
came from Sen. David Vitter. The Louisiana Republican is championing a measure to make lawmakers 
disclose which of their aides are enrolling in the President's new health care program as part of an 
ongoing effort to discredit "Obamacare." 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: DRIVER LICENSE FOR UNDOCUMENTED 
Time: 3:25 pm 
Synopsis: 
Thousands of undocumented workers have a chance at receiving an Illinois state driver's license starting 
Tuesday. More than 250 thousand undocumented workers can begin making appointments to apply for 
temporary driver's licenses. The application process is multistep. To receive a license in December 
undocumented workers must make an appointment by calling 1-855-236-1155.  Undocumented workers 
that meet the requirements will be able to receive a license in Springfield or Chicago on December 3, or in 
Bloomington or Chicago on December 10.  Illinois is one of only six states that will have the program. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: GREASE FOODS 
Time: 3:25 pm 
Synopsis: 
On Thursday, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced a preliminary ban on trans fats. This is 
news to many folks - not because they were surprised by the ban, but because they thought trans fats 
("partially hydrogenated oil" on food labels) had all but disappeared from restaurant kitchens and grocery 
shelves. Mandatory labeling, public pressure and a ban in New York City restaurants have made great 
inroads in eliminating trans fats from menus and packaged foods. According to the Grocery Manufacturers 
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Association, food manufacturers have already voluntarily lowered trans fats in their products by 73 
percent. The results are in, and they are looking good. Americans have reduced their consumption of 
trans fats from 4.6 grams a day in 2003 to about 1 gram in 2012. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: DEMANDING FOR A VOTE 
Time: 5:18 pm 
Synopsis: 
Immigration Still on the Table - 16 Days Left. Immigration is dead. Immigration is alive. Immigration is 
undead. Immigration is a zombie?  Any and all messages are swirling in Washington. There are only 16 
legislative days left on the House calendar and the latest news this weekend, from Majority Whip Kevin 
McCarthy, is there'll be no immigration vote this year. RNC Chair Reince Preibus disagrees. He thinks 
either a big amnesty bill or piecemeal legislation is still possible this year. No matter who you believe, it's 
not safe to sign the death certificate just yet. Democrats, corporate interests, and former Bush 
administration Republicans are not backing off on amnesty despite its perceived status in the House 
morgue. All are working feverishly with the White House to devise a plan to keep House legislation on life 
support. There's not a deadline for amnesty. The Senate bill and any House legislation in the works will 
not be defunct come midnight on December 31. Until Speaker John Boehner commits to no amnesty and 
no conference with the Senate amnesty bill, any legislation from the House - even enforcement 
improvements - could be used as a vehicle for amnesty and mass immigration, through the end of 2014. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: SALADS E.COLI 
Time: 8:32 pm 
Synopsis: 
Glass Onion Catering has recalled more than 180,000 pounds of ready-to-eat salads and sandwich wrap 
products with fully cooked chicken and ham that may be contaminated with E. coli, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture said. The Richmond, California, company products, which were shipped to distribution centers 
in Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Texas, Utah and Washington, may be contaminated 
with E. coli O157:H7, according to the USDA. They were produced between September 23 and November 
6, and have "P-34221" inside the USDA inspection mark. 
 
================================================== 
 
11/13/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: LATEST ON THE HEALTHCARE REFORM 
Time: 2:26 pm 
Synopsis: 
The White House set low expectations for early Obamacare enrollment numbers, but the cold hard data 
offer perhaps the grimmest picture yet of what President Obama faces as he tries to breathe life into his 
troubled health care law. Even before the numbers were released Wednesday, administration officials all 
but said they would be terrible, and not only because of the problems with the federal online health 
exchange - which accounted for less than 27,000 of about 106,000 enrollees in October. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: HEART DISEASE NEW GUIDELINES 
Time: 4:26 pm 
Synopsis: 
The nation's first new guidelines in a decade for preventing heart attacks and strokes call for twice as 
many Americans -- one-third of all adults  to consider taking cholesterol-lowering statin drugs. The 
guidelines, issued Tuesday by the American Heart Association and American College of Cardiology, are a 
big change. They offer doctors a new formula for estimating a patient's risk that includes many factors 
besides a high cholesterol level, the main focus now. The formula includes age, gender, race and factors 
such as whether someone smokes. The guidelines for the first time take aim at strokes, not just heart 
attacks. Partly because of that, they set a lower threshold for using medicines to reduce risk. The 
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definition of high cholesterol isn't changing, but the treatment goal is. Instead of aiming for a specific 
number, using whatever drugs get a patient there, the advice stresses statins such as Lipitor and Zocor 
and identifies four groups of people they help the most. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: DRUGS FOR CHOLESTEROL CONTROL 
Time: 5:21 pm 
Synopsis: 
Millions more Americans could end up taking cholesterol-lowering statin drugs under new 
recommendations released Tuesday that advocate a dramatic shift in the way doctors assess and treat 
cardiovascular risk. Roughly a quarter of Americans age 45 and older already take statins, which include 
familiar brands such as Lipitor and Zocor, to treat high cholesterol. But that number could grow sharply 
under far-reaching guidelines detailed by the American Heart Association and the American College of 
Cardiology. 
 
================================================== 
 
11/14/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMACARE 
Time: 3:28 pm 
Synopsis: 
The Obama administration says it's starting a program that will help communities prepare for future 
droughts and respond more effectively when they happen. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack tells The 
Associated Press that the National Drought Resilience Partnership will involve seven federal agencies. It's 
being formed in reaction to the 2012 drought, the most severe in 70 years. The  climate change likely to 
bring more serious droughts, the government must do better at getting information to state and local 
officials while there's still time to get ready. Among the partnership's goals for 2014 are creating a one-
stop information website, designating a go-to contact person for each participating agency and improving 
soil moisture content measurements. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: BOEHNER IMMIGRATION BILL  
Time: 5:21 pm 
Synopsis: 
Speaker John Boehner said Wednesday that the House will not hold formal, compromise talks on the 
Senate-passed comprehensive immigration bill, a fresh signal from the Republican leadership that the 
issue is dead for the year. The slow, relatively quiet death came more than four months after the Senate, 
on a bipartisan vote, passed a far-reaching bill that would provide a path to citizenship for the 11 million 
immigrants living in the country illegally and tighten border security. That fanfare for that bill was quashed 
by strong opposition among House Republican rank and file who reject a comprehensive approach and 
question offering citizenship to people who broke U.S. immigration laws to be in this country. House 
incumbents also are wary of primary challenges from the right. One of the clearest signs that any action 
was unlikely was word that Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., who had worked for months on the Senate bill, had 
abandoned the comprehensive approach. Rubio had taken political heat from conservatives after Senate 
passage of the immigration bill. Boehner, R-Ohio, reiterated that the House is focused on a piecemeal 
approach to dealing with the issue. But he declined to say whether lawmakers will consider any legislation 
this year or whether the issue will slip to 2014, when the politics of congressional elections further 
diminish chances of action. The No. 3 House Republican, Rep. Kevin McCarthy of California, had told 
immigration advocates last week that the House won't vote this year but possibly early next year. 
 
========================================================== 



UniMas News Brief Report – November 2013 – Page 9 
 

 

 
11/15/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: HOUSE OBAMACARE 
Time: 2:29 pm 
Synopsis: 
With 39 Democrats defecting, the House of Representatives passed a GOP bill to allow insurance 
companies to continue offering plans canceled because of Obamacare on Friday. By a vote of 261 to 157 
the House of Representatives passed the "Keep Your Health Plan" bill sponsored by Rep. Fred Upton (R-
MI) on Friday. The bill, which would exempt every current insurance policy from the requirements of the 
Affordable Care Act, was vocally opposed by the White House. Still, 39 Democrats voted for it. Upton’s 
proposal differed greatly from the administrative fix announced by President Obama on Thursday. 
Obama's only allows insurance companies to continue offering plans to existing customers who don't 
meet the Affordable Care Act's requirements through 2014. It also mandates that insurance companies 
inform consumers about issues with these policies and tell them about more comprehensive plans.  
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: WASHINGTON MEMO ON PAROLE 
Time: 5:20 pm 
Synopsis: 
The Obama administration will allow some relatives of U.S. service members living in the country illegally 
to stay, according to a policy directive issued Friday. The nine-page memorandum is the latest in a series 
of immigration policy changes made by President Barack Obama since he took office. The department 
has long had the power to stop deportations for relatives of military members and veterans, but Friday's 
memo lays out how and when it can be used. The latest order gives U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services officials the power to "parole in place" immigrant spouses, children and parents of current U.S. 
service members, reservists and veterans. The change means that those immigrants can apply to legally 
live in the United States. Margaret D. Stock, an Alaska-based immigration attorney and retired Army 
reserve lieutenant colonel, said the latest directive would likely impact thousands of military families. 
 
========================================================= 
 
11/16/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: ARMY RELATIVES  
Time: 5:34 pm 
Synopsis 
The Obama administration issued a new policy on Friday that will allow immigrants in the United States 
illegally who are close relatives of active military troops and veterans to stay and move toward becoming 
permanent residents. The long-awaited memorandum, coming after three years of deliberations by 
Department of Homeland Security officials, was an effort to untangle knots in immigration law that left 
many soldiers worried that their immigrant family members could be deported while they were deployed. 
The administration applied the policy broadly, extending it to all active-duty members of the armed forces, 
to reservists including the National Guard, and to all veterans. Their spouses, children and parents will be 
eligible for a "parole in place," a term that means they will be authorized to remain in the United States 
and many can proceed with applications for legal residency. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: RISE IN MENINGITIS CASES  
Time: 5:34 pm 
Synopsis 
Officials at Princeton University are trying to figure out how to stop the spread of Meningitis on the Ivy 
League campus. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention say federal health officials have agreed 
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to import a vaccine licensed in Europe and Australia, but not in the United States. Princeton confirmed a 
seventh case of Meningitis this year. The school's trustees are discussing the issue this weekend. 
Bacterial Meningitis can spread by coughing, sneezing and kissing. Meningitis, if left untreated or not 
diagnosed in time, can often times become fatal. 
 
========================================================= 
 
11/17/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: : FOOD STAMP APPLICATIONS FOR SENIORS SOUGHT 
Time: 5:38 pm 
Synopsis 
State and local social service advocates are calling on New York to simplify the food stamp application 
process for seniors, citing a study that indicates about 82,000 Nassau and Suffolk adults over the age of 
60 are eligible for the aid but are not applying. In a 24-page report released this month, the senior citizen 
advocacy group New York AARP recommends the state create a simpler two- to three-page application 
for seniors, down from its current six pages, to apply for the monthly $200 assistance for individuals. The 
group also recommends the state implement a standard medical deduction to avoid having seniors 
provide their medical receipts to prove their monthly out-of-pocket medical expenses, noting that many 
have difficulty keeping track of the receipts. It also recommends extending the re-certification period to 
continue receiving food stamps, from annually to every three years for seniors. 
 
================================================== 
 
11/18/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: OBAMACARE FOR UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS 
Time: 8:40 pm 
Synopsis:  
A group of immigrants is pushing for the immigration reform through "Health for All", a California-based 
campaign which seeks to include Californian immigrants in the health reform. The group participates in 
this campaign by detailing their personal experiences of lacking a comprehensive health insurance, which 
has not only affected them negatively in their lives but has also sometimes put them at risk.  
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: GOOGLE MICROSOFT AGAINST CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 
Time: 4:23pm  
Synopsis: 
In response to the longtime, alarming proliferation of photos and videos containing child pornography on 
the Internet, Web search giants Google and Microsoft plan to introduce measures to block the content 
from their search results. The modifications will prevent more than 100,000 search terms from generating 
results that link to images and videos associated with child sex abuse and instead trigger a warning that 
the associated content is illegal. The restrictions, which apply to English-speaking countries, will be 
expanded to more than 150 languages in the next six months, Google Chairman Eric Schmidt wrote in an 
article for the Daily Mail on Sunday. "We've listened, and in the last three months put more than 200 
people to work developing new, state-of-the-art technology to tackle the problem," Schmidt wrote. "We've 
fine-tuned Google search to prevent links to child sexual abuse material from appearing in our results." 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: E-CIGARETTES ARE BAD FOR YOU? 
Time: 4:23pm  
Synopsis: 
If the tiny sample of smokers in a new study in the British journal Lancet are any indication, electronic 
cigarettes might be slightly more effective than nicotine patches in helping people quit smoking. Great, 
right? Except another new study from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention suggests more 



UniMas News Brief Report – November 2013 – Page 11 
 

children and teens are trying them. The implications of both these studies means electronic cigarettes 
have been getting a lot of attention lately. Just what e-cigarettes are and what role they should play in 
helping people quit smoking depends very much on who you speak with about this topic. Smoking is still 
the leading cause of avoidable death in the United States. The devices are not one of the FDA-approved 
methods to help people quit, but many people are using them this way. A growing number of scientists are 
studying them to see whether they may be a way to end an epidemic. 
 
================================================== 
 
11/19/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: "CATCH AN IMMIGRANT" GAME 
Time: 4:38pm  
Synopsis: 
The University of Texas at Austin is sounding off after a student group planned a controversial 
immigration event. It involved members pretending to be illegal immigrants and students "capturing those 
immigrants" for a reward. The group behind the game, Young Conservatives of Texas, calls it "Catch an 
Illegal Immigrant.  Before cancelling, Garcia had been making the media rounds in defense of the game 
and clarifying its intention. 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: CHANGE IN AGE TO PURCHASE CIGARETTES 
Time: 7:22pm  
Synopsis: 
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg signed landmark legislation on Tuesday, banning the sale of 
tobacco products to anyone under the age of 21, making New York the first large city or state in the 
country to prohibit sales to young adults.  During a brief ceremony at City Hall, Bloomberg said raising the 
legal purchase age from 18 to 21 will help prevent young people from experimenting with tobacco at the 
age when they are most likely to become addicted.  The mayor, a former smoker, also signed companion 
legislation setting a minimum price for all cigarettes sold in the city at 10.50 US dollars per pack. The 
same new law bans retailers from offering coupons, 2-for-1 specials, or discounts. In signing the bills, 
Bloomberg turned away criticism from some retailers that the measures would be economically harmful 
and lead to job losses.  
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: E-VERIFY LATEST 
Time: 9:18pm  
Synopsis: 
The federal government's system of verifying work eligibility has tightened security, adding the ability to 
"lock" suspicious Social Security numbers in an effort to combat identity theft, officials said. The E-Verify 
system, run by the Department of Homeland Security, now allows officials to "lock a SSN that appears to 
have been misused, protecting it from further potential misuse," U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services said in a news release Monday. 
 
================================================== 
 
11/20/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: CDC GUIDELINES URGE DOCTORS TO CURB ANTIBIOTIC USE FOR CHILDREN 
Time: 8:33pm  
Synopsis: 
Doctors are being urged to cautiously prescribe antibiotics for children because the drugs are 
unnecessary for most upper respiratory illnesses, say government health authorities who released new 
guidelines on using the medicines. Pressure to curtail antibiotic use for all age groups has mounted in 
recent years as drug resistance grows and fewer medicines can combat emerging "superbugs." The new 
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guidelines, released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in cooperation with the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, call on doctors to prescribe an antibiotic only for laboratory-confirmed bacterial 
infections. Doctors say the over-prescription of antibiotics has numerous causes: Some physicians 
prescribe them as a way to hurry patients out of their offices, while others write scripts under pressure 
from parents. As many as 10 million children nationwide risk side effects from antibiotic prescriptions that 
are not likely to help upper respiratory conditions, according to data in the report. 
 
================================================== 
 
11/21/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic:  OBAMA-SENATE-NOMINATIONS-CLASH 
Time:5:21PM 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama says he supports move by Senate Democrats to make it harder for Republicans 
to block his nominees. Obama spoke shortly after the Senate voted 52-48 to weaken the power of the 
filibuster. The rule change will make it harder for minority Republicans to block confirmation of the 
president's nominees for judges and other top posts. Obama says the "unprecedented pattern of 
obstruction" in Congress has left Americans more frustrated with Washington than ever. He said the 
pattern "isn't normal" and isn't based on substantive differences over his nominees. The president says 
that as a former senator, he values the chamber's powers. But he says some rules are now being used as 
a tool to "grind business to a halt." 
 
================================================== 
 
11/22/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: KNOCKOUT" ATTACKS ON STRANGERS IN LARGE U.S 
Time:2:25 
Synopsis: 
The dangerous "KNOCKOUT" ATTACKS ON STRANGERS IN LARGE U.S. cities are leading to arrests, 
more officers flooding the streets and more warnings for vigilance among an unsuspecting public. 
Hoodlums have dubbed the violent practice as the 'Knockout Game,' where teens try to randomly knock 
out strangers with one punch. The attacks have raised concerns across the country. Recent attacks have 
occurred in New York, New Haven, Conn., Washington, D.C. and suburban Philadelphia. But the violent 
attacks go back several years. In 2011, St. Louis, Mo. had a rash of incidents, one of which led to the 
killing of a Vietnamese immigrant. 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic:CELLPHONES ON PLANES 
Time:3:22 
Synopsis: 
Commercial air travel is already filled with annoyances like shrinking personal space, overpriced meals 
and frequent delays. For many people, there's one bright spot to flying: A forced break from making, 
receiving and hearing phone calls. That could change with the Federal Communication Commission’s 
new proposal to drop the ban on cellular connections and allow phone calls once a plane reaches 10,000 
feet. The FCC first pitched the idea in 2004, before the rise of the Smartphone. The reaction from 
passengers and flight attendant unions at the time was loud and negative: phone calls on planes would be 
disruptive, annoying and a potential safety issue. The FCC decided against the proposal. Now people are 
more attached to their tablets and Smartphone. So much so that they rebelled against the ban on using 
small electronic devices such as phones, tablets and e-readers during takeoff and landing. After reviewing 
safety issues, the FAA and airlines finally gave in this month and relaxed restrictions. 
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Duration: :30 
Topic: NEW GUIDELINES FOR CHRONIC HEADACHES 
Time:4:26 
Synopsis: 
New guidelines are offered on what not to do when seeking relief from chronic headaches. The 
recommendations are: do not get an imaging head scan, do not take narcotic painkillers, avoid too much 
Tylenol or Advil, and do not get surgery. The recommendations are from the American Headache Society 
and the Choosing Wisely Task Force. So what should patients do? No concrete advice on that is offered. 
The recommendation is to see your doctor to discuss options. Doctors who specialize in treating head 
pain, such as chronic migraines, are the latest to list the procedures and treatments they think have risks 
or costs that may outweigh the benefits to patients. The American Headache Society's list is part of the 
Choosing Wisely campaign from the ABIM Foundation, a not-for-profit foundation established by the 
American Board of Internal Medicine.  
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: OBAMACARE SIGNUP DELAYED  
Time: 5:20 pm 
Synopsis: 
Health officials in Washington have decided to delay open enrollment in private health insurance under 
obamacare.this is according to a department of health and human services official, who spoke to c-n-n on 
condition of anonymity.  the official says h-h-s has moved the start of open enrollment from October 15th 
to November 15th, 2014 and it's extended the sign-up period from roughly seven weeks to eight. The 
department wants to give insurers, consumers and engineers more time for enrollment. it's a bid to avoid 
the first go-around's site crashes, coverage train wrecks and cost surprises. 
 
=========================== 
 
11/24/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: BLACK FRIDAY MANIA 
Time: 5:14 pm 
Synopsis: 
Retailers are trying hard to compete for your money this week. Several stores are launching their Black 
Friday sales early.  The mad dash used to start on Black Friday, shoppers crushing for steals and deals. 
This year bargain hunting is starting a week earlier.  Wal-Mart is slashing its prices for a "pre Black Friday 
sale " that started on Friday! that's seven days before the shopping holiday that keeps creeping up on 
Thanksgiving Day.  On Thursday Wal-Mart will open its doors at 6pm. Toys r Us opens at 5pm. But how 
do you entice shoppers to come inside?  Big box stores are luring shoppers in with promises of 'low 
prices' and more price-matching with competitors. At this Best Buy in Fort Myers, Florida they're already 
camping out for Thursday’s sales; same thing in Akron, Ohio. The National Retail Federation says 
millennials are driving the Thanksgiving Day shopping trend, but it isn't for everyone. Black Friday still 
draws the biggest numbers. 46% of consumers will hit those sales, and 34% of shoppers will be back in 
stores Thanksgiving weekend. 
 
================================================= 
 
11/25/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: FLIGHTS CANCELLED 
Time: 3:23 pm 
Synopsis: 
A large storm already blamed for at least eight deaths in the West slogged through Oklahoma, Texas, 
New Mexico and other parts of the Southwest on Sunday, leading to hundreds of flight cancellations as it 
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slowly churned east ahead of Thanksgiving.  After the storm plows through the Southwest, meteorologists 
expect the Arctic mass to head south and east, threatening plans for Tuesday and Wednesday as people 
hit the roads and airports for some of the busiest travel days of the year. More than 300 flights were 
cancelled at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, representing about one-third of the scheduled 
departures, and a spokeswoman said deicing equipment had been prepared as officials planned for the 
worst in a flurry of conference calls and meetings. 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: OBAMA IMMIGRATION 
Time: 3:23 pm 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama on Monday urged Republicans in Congress to stop standing in the way of 
immigration reform, an issue he very dearly wants to return to the front burner of domestic policy and the 
headlines.  But the president's speech was dramatically interrupted by hecklers in a reserved seating 
section who urged him to halt deportations, of which his administration has conducted a record number. 
One young man shouted about his family being separated for Thanksgiving, and said Obama should use 
his executive power to stop this.  The president stopped Secret Service agents who tried to remove the 
protesters. 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: POLL OBAMA 
Time: 4:24 pm 
Synopsis: 
Throughout 2013, there has been consistent bipartisan and cross-religious support for creating a path to 
citizenship for immigrants living in the United States. Today, 63% of Americans favor providing a way for 
immigrants who are currently living in the United States illegally to become citizens provided they meet 
certain requirements, while 14% support allowing them to become permanent legal residents but not 
citizens, and roughly 1-in-5 (18%) favor a policy that would identify and deport all immigrants living in the 
United States illegally. This support for a path to citizenship has remained unchanged from earlier this 
year, when in both March and August 2013 an identical number (63%) supported a path to citizenship for 
immigrants currently living in the United States illegally. 
 
============================================================= 
 
11/26/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: NO FARM BILL PASSED,MILK COULD REACH $7 A GALLON 
Time: 2:26 pm 
Synopsis: 
We could see milk get a lot more expensive. That's because congress still hasn't passed a farm bill to 
renew subsidies for dairy and other commodities.  Lawmakers have until the end of the year to reach a 
deal.  If they don't we could see milk prices hit seven-dollars a gallon!  A key sticking point holding up the 
bill is funding for food stamps.  House republicans want to make changes that would drop nearly four-
million people from food stamps next year.   Senate democrats aren't keen on making these cuts.  
Republicans say their proposed reforms would close loopholes and stop people who shouldn't be getting 
food stamps from getting them. 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: TRIPLE A SAYS 38.9M TO DRIVE FOR THANKSGIVING  
Time: 3:23 pm 
Synopsis: 
Expect roads to be busy the next few days.  Triple A is estimating 90 percent of Thanksgiving travelers will 
be driving to their destinations this year.  It says nearly 39 million people are expected to hit the roads 
between tomorrow (Wednesday) and Sunday.   It comes as gas prices hit their lowest levels for the 
Thanksgiving holiday since 2010.  If you're wondering when roads will be busiest, Triple A has the 
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answer.  It says most people are planning to leave for trips tomorrow.  Sunday is expected to be the 
second busiest travel day this week as people return from their trips. 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: HUNGER STRIKE FOR AN IMMIGRATION REFORM 
Time: 4:23 pm 
Synopsis: 
As a teenage grape picker, Elise Medina learned political action at the feet of Cesar Chavez .In 1968, he 
watched Mr. Chavez hold a 25-day water-only fast that helped transform the farm workers' union into a 
nationally known force. Since then, Mr. Medina has been at the center of debates over immigrants' rights, 
arguing successfully that unions should embrace unauthorized foreign workers rather than shun them as 
job stealers. The tactics he learned from Mr. Chavez have stayed with him. So there Mr. Medina was on 
Friday, now 67 years old, in a white tent just below the Capitol on the National Mall in the 11th day of a 
water-only fast he hopes will "touch the heart" of the House speaker, John A. Boehner of Ohio, and make 
him act on immigration. Saying he will fast until his body gives out, Mr. Medina has lost 16 pounds; his 
face, sprouting a sparse beard, looks sunken and gray. But he perks up when he talks about the millions 
of immigrants - including many members of his organization, the Service Employees International Union, 
and a few of his own relatives - who are living in the country without legal papers.  
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: SUPREME COURT CONTRACEPTION 
Time: 5:20 pm 
Synopsis: 
The high-stakes fight over implementing parts of the troubled health care reform law could soon move to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, in a constitutional dispute over coverage for contraceptives and "religious 
liberty." The justices could announce Tuesday whether they will review provisions in the Affordable Care 
Act requiring employers of a certain size to offer insurance coverage for birth control and other 
reproductive health services, without a co-pay. At issue is whether private companies and non-profits can 
refuse on the claim it violates their religious beliefs. If the pending cases are added to the docket, oral 
arguments would likely be held in March with a ruling by late June.  The four current petitions are among 
nearly 100 pending lawsuits filed in federal court, challenging the birth control coverage benefits in the 
"Obamacare" law championed by President Barack Obama.  
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: SALMONELLA OUT BREAK 
Time: 8:24 pm 
Synopsis: 
Public Health - Muskegon County officials have confirmed that more than two dozen people were exposed 
to salmonella bacteria after consuming lettuce or chicken at Pints & Quarts and C.F. Prime Chophouse.  
The agency said on Tuesday, Nov. 26 that its staff has confirmed 29 cases of salmonella among 
Muskegon and Ottawa county residents who were exposed between Oct. 30 and Nov. 2.   Public Health - 
Muskegon County director Ken Kraus said the agency has conducted more than 100 interviews with food-
service workers, restaurant patrons and other individuals in the region.  
 
============================================================= 
 
11/27/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: OBAMACARE IN SPANISH 
Time: 2:21 pm 
Synopsis: 
Add one more delay to the list for the rollout of President Barack Obama's health care law. This time, it's a 
postponement of the launch of online enrollment tools in Spanish. The Spanish version of HealthCare.gov 
now provides basic information, but still doesn't allow users to apply for insurance coverage online. U.S. 
Health and Human Services spokeswoman Joanne Peters told The Associated Press on Tuesday the 
administration plans a quiet launch of the Spanish enrollment tools in early December without much 
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advertising. That leaves Spanish speakers getting help by phone from bilingual call center operators or in 
person from bilingual enrollment counselors while they wait for an online option. An estimated 10.2 million 
uninsured Latinos may be eligible for coverage through the marketplace. Most of them speak English or 
are bilingual, but 3.7 million rely on Spanish. As recently as last week, the administration had told 
journalists the Spanish sign-up tools would be ready by the end of November. Hispanic groups had heard 
the same thing. 
  
Duration: :30 
Topic: OBAMACARE DEPORTATIONS 
Time: 3:21 pm 
Synopsis: 
A heckler in San Francisco this week yelled to the President that he "has the power to stop deportation."  
A clearly irritated Obama interrupted his speech and shot back that he doesn't have that authority, saying 
the United States is "a nation of laws."  Federal immigration law provides for the removal of an individual 
under several circumstances -- including being in the country illegally, overstaying a legal visa, violation of 
criminal statutes or a number of other after a judicial process. But the administration has latitude in how to 
enforce those laws, though legal experts say exercising that discretion too broadly is fraught with political 
and legal land mines.  Sen. McCain said: Millions live in the shadows Ju Hong, the 24-year old heckler is 
a University of California, Berkeley graduate and a member of Asian Students Promoting Immigrant 
Rights Through Education, ASPIRE. After the event on Monday at a community center, the group insisted 
the President can use his executive authority to halt deportations. Hong and his group want Obama to 
stop all deportations, which they say creates a culture of fear among undocumented immigrants and 
breaks up families. 
 
============================================================= 
 
11/28/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: WHOLE FOOD STRIKE  
Time: 7:24 pm 
Synopsis: 
A handful of Whole Foods workers plan to strike today at two stores, joining this month's wave of non-
union low-wage worker strikes and highlighting their opposition to an escalating trend: Employees stuck 
spending Thanksgiving with throngs of customers rather than in the company of friends and family. Whole 
Foods employee Matthew Camp, a member of the Workers Organizing Committee of Chicago (WOCC), 
told Salon he expects about ten workers to join the walkout, which will include an afternoon rally with fast 
food and Wal-Mart employees and other supporters. 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: SMALL BUSINESS OBAMACARE ONLINE ENROLLMENT DELAYED A YEAR 
Time: 9:24 pm 
Synopsis: 
The Obama administration today announced a one year delay of online enrollment for small businesses 
looking to purchase health coverage through federal Obamacare exchanges, another high-profile setback 
for HealthCare.gov.It's the second delay for online small business enrollment, which the administration 
had said would begin this month. The White House is trying to get the troubled enrollment website on 
track for individuals and families seeking coverage, which is a higher priority. It set this Saturday, Nov. 30, 
as a target date for getting HealthCare.gov working for the "vast majority" of users. The delay of the small 
business exchanges comes as little surprise, as the administration had said earlier this week it would offer 
alternative ways for small businesses to enroll. Still, it undercuts the White House message that it's 
beginning to turn around the disastrous rollout of the health care law. 
 
============================================================= 
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11/30/2013 
 
Duration: :30 
Topic: OBAMACARE WEBSITE RE-DO DEADLINE SET FOR SATURDAY  
Time: 4:01 pm 
Synopsis 
President Obama's healthcare rollout re-do is headed for a crucial test Saturday - and there's a lot on the 
line. If the federal healthcare.gov website doesn't deliver, the president's credibility, political support and 
fate of his landmark health care law could be in jeopardy. If the site is able to recover from its disastrous 
Oct. 1 rollout, it will go a long way is restoring confidence in the program. Just hours before the self-
imposed Nov. 30 deadline, the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services announced the website would 
be down for an extended period overnight Friday for maintenance, until 8am ET Saturday. During that 
time, the online application and enrollment system will not be available. The financial success of the 
Affordable Care Act rests in getting young, healthy people to sign up for the program. If they lose interest 
or bolt, the program will not be profitable. The White House says it's made numerous upgrades in both 
software and hardware over the last month, which will allow the site to be able to handle 50,000 users at 
once and more than 800,000 visitors a day. 
 
========================END OF NOVEMBER REPORT=============================== 


