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UNIMAS NEWS BRIEFS 
 

OCTOBER 1, 2013 – OCTOBER 31, 2013 
 
10/01/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: HEALTH OVERHAUL-OBAMACARE 
Time: 5:25 pm 
Synopsis: 
On the day consumers start perusing newly launched federal online health exchanges, Republican 
governors who oppose President Barack Obama's insurance overhaul have been largely silent. But the 
law is going into effect without them. Thirty-six states, most of them Republican-controlled, have opted to 
let the federal government run the exchanges where consumers can shop for individual policies from 
private insurance firms. Consumers are getting their first opportunity on Tuesday to buy policies on the 
exchanges, even as the law remains at the core of congressional budget gridlock that has caused a 
partial federal government shutdown. The exchanges' funding isn't affected by the shutdown. A 
spokesman for Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal dismissed the sweeping law as "a federal issue" and said his 
boss had no plans to discuss the launch of the exchanges. State workers in several other GOP-run states 
were ordered to refer all questions from residents to federal officials. In Oklahoma, state employees were 
instructed to tell residents they are "not trained or certified to answer questions about the Federal 
Insurance Marketplace." 
  
================================================== 
 
10/02/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: OBAMA AND CONGRESS LEADERS MEET AMID SHUTDOWN 
Time: 5:35 pm 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama has met with Republican and Democratic leaders in Congress to try to break a 
deadlock that has shut down the federal government, but a solution seemed unlikely as both sides dug in 
for what could be a long stalemate. Obama on Wednesday met with Republican Speaker of the House of 
Representatives John Boehner, House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid and Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell. Without raising the debt ceiling the government 
could run out of money to pay its bills by the middle of the month, which could trigger a debt default for the 
first time in US history. Immediately after the talks John Boehner said that President Barack Obama again 
refused to negotiate with them to end a government shutdown.  
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: OBAMACARE EXCHANGES STRUGGLE ON DAY 2 -HEAVY VOLUMES 
Time: 4:37 pm 
Synopsis: 
Consumers trying to use the health-care law's new online insurance markets faced long waits and 
technical breakdowns for a second day, continuing a rocky start for a system at the center of President 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act. While a federal website serving 36 states was working faster today, some 
users were still unable to create accounts or reach online enrollment counselors. New York State's health 
insurance exchange, which crashed under the weight of 10 million web visits yesterday, was offline again 
this morning and encouraged people to try back later in the day. Operators answered phones on the first 
day, Oct. 1 2013, of Obamacare at an eHealth Insurance Services Inc. call center in Sacramento, 
California.  
 
=================================================== 
 



UniMas News Brief October 2013 Report – Page 2 
 

 

10/03/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: CALIFORNIA GIVES IMMIGRANTS DRIVER'S LICENSE 
Time: 5.27 pm 
Synopsis: 
California on Thursday joined the growing list of states that allow immigrants who are in the U.S. illegally 
to obtain driver's licenses - a measure supported not only by Latino activists but by police chiefs and 
insurance authorities. Democratic Gov. Jerry Brown signed the bill in front of a cheering crowd of 
immigrants and their supporters, predicting other parts of the country will follow the example set by the 
nation's most populous state. The licenses, which are expected to become available no later than January 
2015, will carry a special designation on the front and a notice stating that the document is not official 
federal identification and cannot be used to prove eligibility for employment or public benefits. Ten other 
states have enacted measures to give driver's licenses to immigrants in the country illegally, many of 
them in the past year, according to the National Immigration Law Center. 
 
==================================================== 
 
10/04/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: EVACUATIONS ORDERED AS TROPICAL STORM KAREN NEARS US COAST 
Time: 7:34 PM 
Synopsis: 
Authorities issued mandatory evacuation orders for low-lying areas south of New Orleans on Friday as a 
weakened Tropical Storm Karen closed in on the Louisiana coast after disrupting U.S. energy output.  
Karen's top winds were holding at 50 mph, down from 65 mph a day earlier, and National Hurricane 
Center forecasters in Miami said the storm was expected to strengthen somewhat but remain a tropical 
storm. Oil output in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico had been cut in half as oil and gas firms shut platforms and 
evacuated some workers in preparation for the storm. The Gulf accounts for about 19 percent of U.S. oil 
production and 6 percent of natural gas output. 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN DAY 4 
Time: 4:35 PM 
Synopsis: 
President Obama and House Republicans, battling over who was at fault for the four-day partial shutdown 
of the federal government, found one point they could agree on Friday: Federal workers sent home during 
the shutdown should get back pay when the government reopens. The Republican-controlled House is set 
to vote on the Federal Employee Retroactive Pay Fairness Act Saturday. The agreement was a rare 
moment of accord in an otherwise intractable standoff over government spending, the Affordable Care Act 
and the debt limit. The two sides traded shots Friday over which side was responsible for the shutdown, 
which began Tuesday after Congress failed to pass a spending bill for the new fiscal year. 
 
==================================================== 
 
10/05/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: BACK PAY FOR 800,000 FEDERAL WORKERS 
Time: 5.17 pm 
Synopsis: 
The House on Saturday unanimously approved legislation to provide retroactive pay for furloughed 
federal workers after the government shutdown ends. The vote was 407-0.Approximately 800,000 
government employees have been furloughed during the shutdown, although the Pentagon announced 
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Saturday that it will call 300,000 of its furlough civilian employees back to work. Although the White House 
has said it "strongly supports" the legislation, it's unclear how the Senate will proceed on the measure. 
The upper chamber was not expected to vote on it Saturday, and the Senate will not be in session 
Sunday. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid said on the Senate floor that it is "cruel" to promise pay in the 
future but not allow federal workers to go back to work while the shutdown continues. 
 
=================================================== 
 
10/06/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: SHUTDOWN HEADS INTO SECOND WEEK 
Time: 4:35 PM 
Synopsis: 
The government shutdown is lurching into a second week after a fruitless weekend on Capitol Hill. A rare 
Saturday session was dominated by now-familiar shutdown messaging from Democrats and Republicans 
in the House and Senate, with each side trying to blame the other for keeping the government shuttered. 
Even House-passed legislation that would pay federal workers prompted an angry reaction from Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid. There were no signs of serious negotiations over the weekend, and the 
longer the standoff drags on the more likely the fight will bump up against the Oct. 17 deadline to raise the 
debt ceiling - setting the stage for a giant battle over fiscal policy in the coming weeks. More than a dozen 
lawmakers took to the Sunday shows to keep making their rhetorical case about which side is being 
unreasonable in the congressional stalemate. 
 
========================================================== 
 
10/07/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: SHUTDOWN INITIATES SECOND WEEK 
Time: 3:27 PM 
Synopsis: 
A possible national default loomed closer on Monday as the partial government shutdown lingered, 
rattling markets in the U.S. and overseas. A gridlocked Congress betrayed little or no urgency toward 
resolving either of the threats.  Stocks got a case of the jitters on Wall Street, and halfway around the 
world China stressed the importance for the international economy of raising the U.S. debt limit.  
"Safeguarding the debt is of vital importance to the economy of the U.S. and the world," Vice Finance 
Minister Zhu Guangyao said, according to the official Xinhua News Agency. China holds $1.277 trillion in 
U.S. Treasury bonds, second only to Japan.  At home, the political rhetoric was unchanged -- and 
generally uncompromising -- while a new poll suggested Republicans are paying a heavier price than 
Democrats for the deadlock.   
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: U.S RAIDS LATEST 
Time: 7:41 PM 
Synopsis: 
U.S. interrogators headed to an American warship in the Mediterranean to question a suspected Libyan 
al-Qaida operative linked to the bombings of U.S. embassies in Africa, as new details emerged Monday 
about plots planned by a Kenyan militant who escaped a U.S. raid in Somalia. The two operations, 
thousands of miles apart in Africa and approved by President Barack Obama, signaled an American 
readiness to go after militants in nations where authorities are unable to do so, even years later.  The 
suspect captured in Tripoli is under U.S. federal indictment but was being held in military custody aboard 
the USS San Antonio in international waters -- detained under the laws of war as an enemy combatant.   
A computer expert known as Abu Anas al-Libi, he is accused of using an early-generation Apple computer 
to assemble surveillance photographs in Nairobi ahead of the deadly 1998 bombing of the U.S. Embassy, 
according to a former U.S. law enforcement official.  The surveillance information was presented to 
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Osama bin Laden, who approved the bombing, said the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he wasn't authorized to speak about the case. 
 
========================================================== 
 
10/08/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: DIGNITY AND RESPECT PRO-IMMIGRATION REFORM MARCH 
Time: 2:25 PM 
Synopsis: 
An immigration rally on the National Mall ended in several arrests Tuesday afternoon. The "Camino 
Americano: March for Dignity and Respect" was held as scheduled despite the Mall being closed for the 
government shutdown. Several popular Latino artists and members of Congress were also in attendance 
to call on Congress to approve comprehensive immigration reform. During the afternoon, dozens of 
people broke off from the main group and blocked 1st Street NW, in an attempt to show how much they 
are willing to put on the line for immigration reform and a path to citizenship. According to Capitol Police, 
200 demonstrators refusing to move were arrested around 4 p.m. and charged with crowding, obstructing 
and incommoding. Included were several Democratic congressmen, including civil rights activist Rep. 
John Lewis (D-Ga.).   
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: OBAMA SHUTDOWN 
Time: 4:17 PM 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama and House Speaker John Boehner are increasing the pressure on each other to 
bend in their deadlock over the federal debt limit and the partial government shutdown. Even as they do, 
there are hints they might consider a brief truce.  With the shutdown in its eight day Tuesday and a 
potential economy-shaking federal default edging ever closer, neither side was showing signs of 
capitulating. Republicans were demanding talks on deficit reduction and Obama's 2010 health care law as 
the price for boosting the government's borrowing authority and returning civil servants to work, while the 
president wanted Congress to first end the shutdown and extend the debt limit.  Amid the tough talk, 
though, were indications that both sides might be open to a short-term extension of the $16.7 trillion 
borrowing limit and a temporary end to the shutdown, giving them more time to resolve their disputes. 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: SALMONELLA OUTBREAK 
Time: 8:07 PM 
Synopsis: 
A salmonella outbreak linked to raw chicken from California involves several antibiotic-resistant strains of 
the disease and has put at least 42% of the victims in the hospital, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said Tuesday. There have been no deaths linked to the outbreak. Thirteen percent of those 
sickened have salmonella septicemia, a serious, life-threatening whole-body inflammation, said Caroline 
Smith DeWaal, food safety director of the Center for Science in the Public Interest in Washington. DeWaal 
was briefed by Christopher Braden, director of the division of food-borne illness at the CDC.  As of 
Tuesday, 278 people in 18 states have been sickened in the salmonella Heidelberg outbreak. Interviews 
with some of the patients have linked it to chicken produced by Foster Farms at three California plants, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) said Monday. The CDC has been hampered in tracing the 
outbreak because the government shutdown meant the agency had to shut down PulseNet, a national 
network of public health laboratories that looks for trends and matches reports to spot food-borne illness 
outbreaks. It's one of the agency's most important tools in detecting such problems. 
 
========================================================== 
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10/09/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: VETERANS WITHOUT BENEFITS 
Time: 2:26 PM 
Synopsis: 
If the partial government shutdown continues into late October, America's veterans will feel the impact. 
That message was delivered to Congress today by Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki.  He told a 
House panel that about 3.8 million veterans won't receive disability compensation next month if the 
shutdown lasts another couple of weeks. In all, more than $6 billion in payments to more than five million 
beneficiaries would be halted during an extended shutdown.  In some areas, like health care delivery, 
there have been few adverse effects. In others, such as reducing the backlog of disability claims, the 
impact is clearer. 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: THE EFFECT OF LOANS DUE TO THE GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 
Time: 4:29 PM 
Synopsis: 
The recent government shutdown is estimated to cost the United States $1.6 billion for every week that 
the government is shut down. Calculated by the global economic consulting firm IHS Global Insight, this 
figure translates into about $300 million per day, or $12.5 million per hour of government closure. While 
the nation scrambles to find an answer to the chaos atop Capitol Hill, American college students, 
including those on Mount Oread, remain mostly oblivious to the real-world implications of the recent 
government shutdown.  
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: ACLU FILES COMPLAINT AGAINST BORDER PATROL 
Time: 8:25 PM 
Synopsis: 
The American Civil Liberties Union is seeking a federal government probe into allegations of constitutional 
rights violations by U.S. Border Patrol agents in Arizona. In a letter sent Thursday to the Department of 
Homeland Security, the ACLU cites five cases in which the group says U.S. citizens were subject to illegal 
searches, detentions and excessive force. The group is asking for an investigation into the individual 
complaints as well as a comprehensive review of Border Patrol policies.  The complaint comes two weeks 
after the federal government settled an ACLU lawsuit filed over similar allegations in Washington State. 
While admitting no wrongdoing in that case, Border Patrol agreed to retrain agents, among other things. 
Border Patrol officials were not available for comment due to the partial federal government shutdown. 
 
================================================ 
 
10/10/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: SALMONELLA IN EGGS 
Time: 5:24 PM 
Synopsis: 
West coast poultry producer Foster Farms made headlines on Monday evening after the partially 
operational U.S. Department of Agriculture announced an outbreak of Salmonella linked to chicken grown 
by the firm. At least 278 individuals have fallen ill in 17 states, mainly in California, after mishandling or 
undercooking the contaminated raw chicken meat, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. In a press release following the announcement, the farm noted that it was not recalling any of 
its chicken products from the three central California processing facilities tied to the outbreak. 
 
================================================ 
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10/11/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: DENGUE TEXAS OUTBREAK 
Time: 4:19 PM 
Synopsis: 
Dengue fever, a mosquito-borne illness uncommon in the United States, has re-emerged in Houston, a 
new study says. The study by the Baylor College of Medicine shows the virus has been transmitted in 
Houston, the first evidence the disease so prevalent in the developing world has spread to a major U.S. 
city in large numbers. A professor of tropical medicine at Baylor and the study's principal investigator said 
her team found that 47 of 3,768 individuals tested in Houston for West Nile virus from 2003 to 2005 were 
positive for antibodies to acute dengue infection. The study found two of the 47 died from the infection. 
The cases suggest there was a dengue outbreak in 2003. 
 
================================================ 
 
10/12/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: NATIONAL PARKS REOPEN 
Time: 6:08 PM 
Synopsis: 
The Obama administration said last week it would allow states to use their own money  to pay for park 
operations. Utah was the first to accept the offer, and all five national parks in the state reopened 
Saturday. Colorado also reached agreement to reopen Rocky Mountain National Park, and tourists 
returned Saturday to the Grand Canyon in Arizona.  In Washington, monuments along the Mall have 
remained closed, as have the Smithsonian museums, including the National Zoo. Claude Moore Colonial 
Farm in McLean reopened last week; the National Park Service owns the land, but private donations and 
fees pay for the farm. The Statue of Liberty reopened Sunday with New York footing the bill. South 
Dakota, helped by several donations, started paying the National Park Service to reopen Mount 
Rushmore on Monday. 
 
================================================ 
 
10/13/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: CHICAGO MARATHON SECURITY  
Time: 6:08 PM 
Synopsis: 
The victims of the Boston Marathon bombing were on the minds of runners and spectators at the 36th 
annual Chicago Marathon on Sunday, though for many, thoughts of Boston served more to motivate than 
to scare. Dramatically increased security and memorial signs, bracelets and shoelaces were evidence of 
a changed landscape when the runners lined up at Grant Park's starting line. This year, about 45,000 
marathoners registered and organizers said 40,230 crossed the starting line, up 2,000 from last year. 
Race staff said the 39,115 finished the race Sunday, topping the record of 37,475 last year. Nearly 2 
million spectators cheered on the athletes, according to a city spokeswoman. The 26.2-mile marathon 
started at 7:30 a.m. at Monroe and Columbus, winding through 29 neighborhoods continuing as far north 
as Addison, as far west as -Damen and as far south as 35th, finishing in Grant Park at Columbus. 
 
================================================ 
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10/14/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: THE SENATE TO THE RESCUE? 
Time: 5:25PM 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama says that if Republicans can't resolve the standoff over the debt ceiling and the 
partial government shutdown, "we stand a good chance of defaulting."  Obama was at a Washington D.C. 
charity that has been highlighting the effects of the partial government shutdown by inviting furloughed 
workers to volunteer. The agency, Martha's Table, is also offering assistance to federal employees who 
are not being paid and need emergency aid. The visit comes on the 14th day of the shutdown and just 
three days before the Treasury says Congress must increase the nation's borrowing limit or risk a 
government default.  Later Monday, Obama was meeting with the bipartisan congressional leadership. 
Obama says the problem is politicians using brinkmanship to extract partisan concessions. 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic:  STORM SANDY COMPLAINTS TO INSURANCE COMPANIES 
Time: 
Synopsis: 
Many families in the state of New Jersey are still struggling to rebuild after Super storm Sandy struck 
nearly a year ago, destroying swathes of the East Coast of the U.S. On October 29, 2012, a killer 
combination of weather systems morphed into monster Super storm Sandy, which killed nearly 200 
people, and caused an estimated 65 billion US dollars in damage, making it the second costliest cyclone 
in the United States behind Hurricane Katrina.  In one of the hardest hit seaside towns, Union Beach, 
many residents and businesses are blaming insurance companies, saying they are dragging their feet 
when it comes to paying out on insurance policies.  
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: CONTROVERSIAL QUOTA DRIVES IMMIGRATION DETENTION BOOM 
Time: 7:25 
Synopsis: 
In the past five years, Homeland Security officials have jailed record numbers of immigrants, driven by a 
little-known congressional directive known on Capitol Hill as the "bed mandate."The policy requires U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to keep an average of 34,000 detainees per day in its 
custody, a quota that has steadily risen since it was established in 2006 by conservative lawmakers who 
insisted that the agency wasn't doing enough to deport unlawful immigrants. But as illegal crossings from 
Mexico have fallen to near their lowest levels since the early 1970s, ICE has been meeting Congress's 
immigration detention goals by reaching deeper into the criminal justice system to vacuum up foreign-
born, legal U.S. residents convicted of any crimes that could render them eligible for deportation. The 
agency also has greatly expanded the number of undocumented immigrants it takes into custody after 
traffic stops by local police.  Department of Homeland Security (DHS) officials say that they are not 
needlessly jailing immigrants to meet a quota and that they find plenty of candidates for detention and 
deportation by targeting criminals who pose a threat to public safety and border security. 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: RETIREMENT NEEDS TO BE POSTPONED 
Time: 7:25 
Synopsis: 
Stung by a recession that sapped investments and home values, but expressing widespread job 
satisfaction, older Americans appear to have accepted the reality of a retirement that comes later in life 
and no longer represents a complete exit from the workforce. Some 82 percent of working Americans over 
50 say it is at least somewhat likely they will work for pay in retirement, according to a poll released 
Monday by the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. The survey found 47 percent 
of working survey respondents now expects to retire later than they previously thought and, on average, 
plan to call it quits at about 66, or nearly three years later than their estimate when they were 40. Men, 
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racial minorities, parents of minor children, those earning less than $50,000 a year and those without 
health insurance were more likely to put off their plans. 
 
========================================================== 
 
10/15/13 
 
Duration: 45 secs 
Topic: GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN DAY 15 
Time: 5:20PM 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama said on Tuesday the frantic stop-and-go effort in Congress to avoid a debt 
default and end a government shutdown is ``a mess'' as a gloomy mood descended over the White House 
with time running out to a Thursday deadline.  Obama, who is to meet Treasury Secretary Jack Lew on 
Wednesday, and his Democratic backers stressed there is still time to avoid a historic default even as 
efforts to reach a deal in Congress floundered on Capitol Hill.  The president seemed hopeful in television 
interviews he gave in late morning, but those hopes were dashed later in the day when Republicans who 
control the House of Representatives failed to muster support for alternatives to a Senate plan that had 
bipartisan support. 
 
========================================================== 
 
10/16/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: McDonald’s SALARIES 
Time: 5:21PM 
Synopsis: 
More than half of low-wage workers employed by the largest U.S. fast-food restaurants earn so little that 
they must rely on public assistance to get by, according to a study released on Tuesday. This ends up 
costing U.S. taxpayers billions of dollars a year, the study said. Data from the U.S. Census Bureau and 
public benefit programs show 52 percent of fast-food cooks, cashiers and other "front-line" staff had relied 
on at least one form of public assistance, such as Medicaid, food stamps and the Earned Income Tax 
Credit program, between 2007 and 2011. 
 
================================================ 
 
10/17/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMA IMMIGRATION REFORM 
Time: 8:34PM 
Synopsis: 
President Obama slammed the partisan standoff "spectacle" that he said had damaged the economy and 
America's international credibility, and called on Congress to pass a comprehensive budget, immigration 
reform and a farm bill by year's end. He praised "Democrats and responsible Republicans who came 
together" to pass a last-minute deal to reverse a partial government shutdown and narrowly avert the 
expiration of the federal borrowing authority.  Before the bill to end the budget impasse even hit President 
Obama's desk Wednesday, he and congressional Democrats had pivoted to what they hope is the next 
big legislative battle: an overhaul of the nation's immigration laws including citizenship for the nation's 12 
million undocumented immigrants. 
  
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: FACEBOOK RECTRICIONS 
Time: 5:19 
Synopsis: 
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Facebook Inc removed a restriction for users under 18 that previously limited who could see their online 
postings from photos to musings on the world-wide social network. The No.1 online social network said 
that teenagers would now be able to manually alter the setting and share information with the public. Until 
now, a teenager's postings on Facebook were only viewable to their friends, and to the friends of their 
friends. The change comes as Facebook faces increasing competition from a new crop of mobile and 
social services, such as SnapChat and WhatsApp, which have proven popular with younger users. 
 
================================================ 
 
10/18/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMACARE GLITCHES 
Time: 5:19PM 
Synopsis 
The prolonged glitches with the ObamaCare website are frustrating many of the president's most high-
valued customers -- the young, tech-savvy generation that helped him win two terms and whose 
participation is critical to the success of the health care exchanges. “You see this situation especially with 
college students," Michael Cipriano, a student at American University told FoxNews.com on Friday. "They 
get frustrated, which creates a disincentive to sign up” . President Obama is depending on young people 
being the backbone of his signature, 2010 health care law. Typically among the mostly healthy 
Americans, their premiums were supposed to help finance coverage for the elderly, poor and others with 
long-term illnesses and more frequent emergency-care visits. However, the glitches and other problems 
that have plagued the exchanges since they went online Oct. 1 could put the plan in jeopardy. The 
administration runs healthcare.gov for the 36 states that chose not to have their own sites. The 14 other 
states and the District of Columbia run their own site but are still part of ObamaCare. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: DEPORTATION UNDER OBAMA 
Time: 8:34PM 
Synopsis 
The Obama administration is approaching two million deportations, a milestone that immigration 
advocates decry and enforcement hawks dismiss as a failing of the president's immigration policies. 
Exactly when the number will be reached is unknown, possibly by year's end or more likely early in 
2014.But its close enough for immigration activists to invoke the number as they clamor for Congress to 
move on immigration reform legislation and press President Barack Obama to suspend deportations. 
Enforcement hawks see the number as a statistics gimmick spun by the administration to appear it has 
been tougher on immigration enforcement than it actually has. Immigration activists have been organizing 
around the coming two millionth deportations, having met in Phoenix last weekend for what they dubbed 
“the conference” .They've chained themselves to buses loaded with immigrants headed to deportation 
hearings, to and along the White House perimeter.  
 
================================================= 
 
10/19/2013 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: CYBERBULLYING 
Time: 4:18 PM 
Synopsis: 
From 2007 to 2010, the suicide rates for pre-teens and teens steadily inched up. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, the suicide rate for those aged 5 to 14 was 0.7 (per 100,000 population) in 2010, up 
from 0.5 in 2007. For teens, the rate was 10.5, up from 9.7 in 2007, the highest rate it's been in more than 
a decade. Suicide rates have been rising among almost every demographic group for the last several 
years. While the economic downturn is routinely blamed by many suicide researchers for the increase, for 
those under 24, experts often link the rise in rates to bullying especially via social media. For 15- to 24-
year-olds, suicide is the third leading cause of death, and a 2008 review of bullying research by the Yale 
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School of Medicine confirmed links between suicide and bullying, with some studies showing that bullying 
victims were anywhere from two to nine times more likely to report thoughts of suicide. 
 
==================================================== 
 
10/20/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic:USA-HEALTHCARE ENROLLMENT 
Time: 5:21PM 
Synopsis: 
Roughly half a million Americans have applied for health insurance  through new federal- and state-run 
exchanges under President Barack Obama's signature healthcare law, an administration official said on 
Saturday. That figure comes as problems with the federal marketplace's entry portal serving 36 states, the 
website Healthcare.gov, have thwarted consumers from shopping for federally subsidized health 
coverage and drawn derision from Republicans, who oppose the law, popularly known as Obamacare. 
The acknowledgement of the number of applicants, late on a weekend evening, appeared to be part of a 
ramped-up damage control effort by the White House. 
 
==================================================== 
 
10/21/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: NO EXCUSES FOR OBAMACARE 
Time: 5:21PM 
Synopsis: 
The Obama administration said Sunday it was bringing in extra help to resolve some of the technical 
troubles that have hobbled the federally run health-insurance exchange, as it acknowledged the depth of 
the problems with the rollout of its signature domestic initiative.  The site "has not lived up to the 
expectations of the American people. We are committed to doing better," Health and Human Services 
officials said in a blog post. The post also said that "our team is bringing in some of the best and brightest 
from both inside and outside government to scrub in with the team and help improve healthcare.gov." 
America's Health Insurance Plans, an insurance-industry trade group, had offered HHS additional backup 
late last week, according to a person familiar with the matter. A spokesman for the group said Sunday that 
insurance-industry experts have been working with officials to improve the system all along. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: GAY MARRIAGES APPROVED IN NEW JERSEY 
Time: 5:21PM 
Synopsis: 
Gov. Chris Christie dropped his legal challenge to same-sex marriages on Monday, removing the 
possibility that the vows of couples who began getting married hours earlier could be undone by a court.  
New Jersey became the 14th state to allow gay marriages Monday, three days after the state Supreme 
Court unanimously rejected Christie's request to delay the start of the nuptials. He has said residents, not 
a court or legislators, should decide on the issue. The announcement came from a Republican governor 
who is a possible 2016 presidential candidate and has for years opposed gay marriage while supporting 
the state's previous civil union law.  Brown said his group could look into whether it could continue the 
legal fight that Christie dropped but said he doubts the courts would allow anyone to intervene. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: POLICE DISCRIMINATION 
Time: 8:34PM 
Synopsis: 
A Connecticut jury has found two East Haven police officers guilty of violating the civil rights of Hispanics. 
The 12-member jury reached the verdict Monday on its third day of deliberations in the case of David Cari 
and Dennis Spaulding. Prosecutors and Spaulding's attorney confirmed the verdict. Cari and Spaulding 
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were among four East Haven officers arrested by the FBI last year for allegedly harassing and abusing 
Hispanic immigrants. The other officers, Jason Zullo and John Miller, await sentencing after pleading 
guilty to reduced charges. Lawyers for Cari and Spaulding said federal prosecutors didn't prove their case 
beyond a reasonable doubt, while prosecutors said the evidence showed the defendants engaged in 
racial profiling and harassment. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: INTERNET BREAST MILK 
Time: 8:34PM 
Synopsis: 
An online breast milk exchange linked to bacterial contamination in a new study says it is changing its 
policies.  Researchers found high amounts of bacteria that could potentially sicken babies in three-fourths 
of samples they bought from women who advertised on the popular website, Only the Breast. A few of the 
101 samples purchased contained salmonella, while others had evidence of fecal contamination, probably 
from breast milk sellers not properly washing their hands, said Sarah Keim, the lead author and a 
researcher at Nationwide Children's Hospital in Columbus, Ohio.  
======================================================= 
 
10/22/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMACARE LATEST 
Time: 2:26pm 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama turned to a trusted adviser on Tuesday to lead a ``tech surge'' aimed at repairing 
the troubled launch of the government website at the heart of his signature healthcare law.  The websites, 
which Obama compared to online shopping sites such as Amazon.com, were meant to be the main 
vehicle for consumers to check out prices and purchase the health insurance offered under the law. The 
HHS said at the weekend it was launching a ``tech surge''for the website, but neither the White House nor 
the health department has provided details about the cause of the problems, precisely what is being done 
to fix them and who exactly is doing the fixing. The announcement that Zients would be involved 
underlines Obama's determination to put the website controversy behind him. Zients has 20 years of 
business experience as a CEO, management consultant and entrepreneur. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: CURE FOR BALDNESS 
Time: 5:22pm 
Synopsis: 
Researchers at Columbia University Medical Center (CUMC) have devised a hair restoration method that 
can generate new human hair growth, rather than simply redistribute hair from one part of the scalp to 
another. The approach could significantly expand the use of hair transplantation to women with hair loss, 
who tend to have insufficient donor hair, as well as to men in early stages of baldness. The study was 
published today in the online edition of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS).  
This method offers the possibility of inducing large numbers of hair follicles or rejuvenating existing hair 
follicles, starting with cells grown from just a few hundred donor hairs. It could make hair transplantation 
available to individuals with a limited number of follicles, including those with female-pattern hair loss, 
scarring alopecia, and hair loss due to burns."  According to Dr. Christiano, such patients gain little benefit 
from existing hair-loss medications, which tend to slow the rate of hair loss but usually do not stimulate 
robust new hair growth. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: DANGERS OF TURNING GARAGES INTO HOMES (LOS ANGELES) 
Time: 7:28pm 
Synopsis: 
A Los Angeles City Council panel rejected a proposal Tuesday to legalize some of the city's 50,000 to 
100,000 garage dwellings, opting instead to crack down on landlords who rent out the illegally converted 
living spaces. In response to eight deaths in three months due to fires in converted garages, a joint 
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council committee proposed making it a misdemeanor violation to rent out such garages. The penalty 
would be a $1,000 fine.  As part of a package of recommendations, the panel also suggested forcing 
landlords to pay to relocate tenants from illegal garages to legal apartments. It also proposed a $217,000 
education program to teach tenants about the risks of living in garages. But most significantly, the 
committee disregarded a controversial proposal by a task force of city officials to legalize converted 
garages that meet minimum safety regulations. The proposal to legalize converted garages was also 
blasted by nearly a dozen homeowner groups--mostly from the San Fernando Valley--who argued that 
legalizing such dwellings would ruin the single-family atmosphere of many city neighborhoods. 
 
======================================================= 
 
10/23/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: HEALTHCARE PROBLEMS  
Time: 2:25pm 
Synopsis: 
There is growing tension in Washington and around the country over the rollout of the health care 
overhaul. The Obama administration is acknowledging the glitches, but pushing back against wholesale 
attacks on Obamacare. The site for the online health care exchanges has had major technical problems -- 
error messages and long delays. President Obama admits the introduction has not gone smoothly. The 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius says nearly 20 million people have used the 
website...about half a million accounts have been created. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: RECALL OF MEAT PRODUCTS 
Time: 3:28pm 
Synopsis: 
The U-S-D-A has issued an "urgent" recall of meat products sold in grocery stores. Reser’s fine foods is 
recalling nearly 23-thousand pounds of chicken, ham and beef products -- because of a possible listeria 
contamination. The items include 12 ounce to five-pound packs of premade chicken salad, ham salad, 
potato salad and baked beans. They were sold under brands including Cobble Street, cross valley farms 
and millers. The products bear the establishment number "e-s-t 13520" or "p-13520" inside the U-S-D-A  
mark of inspection.  All of the products were distributed to stores across dozens of states... from Wyoming 
to Alabama. A full recall list can be found on the food and drug administration's website at F-D-A dot gov. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: IRS DELIQUENCY  
Time: 8:33pm 
Synopsis: 
Nearly 700 employees of Internal Revenue Service contractors owe $5.4 million in back taxes, said a 
report Wednesday by the agency's inspector general.  More than half of those workers are supposed to 
be ineligible to do work for the IRS because they are not enrolled in installment plans to pay the taxes they 
owe.  Unlike other federal agencies, the IRS requires employees and those who work on agency contracts 
to comply with federal tax laws. That means they have to file returns on time and either pay all the taxes 
they owe or enroll in a payment plan.  The IRS does a good job of checking compliance when contract 
workers first start their jobs, the report said. But the agency should do a better job of monitoring whether 
workers continue to follow tax laws afterward.  The report said the IRS vigorously checks tax compliance 
among the agency's 90,000 employees. Contract workers should be held to the same standard, the report 
said. 
  
======================================================= 
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10/24/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: FACEBOOK: ADULT NEWS 
Time: 4:23pm 
Synopsis: 
Gone are the days when newspapers and TV were sources of news for the masses. A latest survey by 
Pew Research Center found that every third person in the U.S. get their daily dose of news via Facebook. 
This widely used social networking site has become a source of news for almost half of the country's 
population. This happens while checking updates from friends and other groups, the study found. 
However, just 4 percent of those surveyed said that Facebook was the prime source of news for them. 
The researchers  found that youngsters between the ages of 18 and 29 accounted for almost one third of 
Facebook news subscribers. The researchers examined data collected from 5,173 participants between 
August 21 and September 2, 2013. Around 38 percent of those who followed news religiously said that 
Facebook served as an important news source for them. Out of 3,268 Facebook users, 1,429 stayed 
updated with the news through this social media. “If it wasn't for Facebook news," one of them said, "I'd 
probably never really know what's going on in the world because I don't have time to keep up with the 
news on a bunch of different locations” . Facebook addiction is not new. Most of the people, especially 
young adults, are hooked on to this networking site just to stay in touch with their friends, know about the 
interesting things happening in the world, and some simply to update others about their lives. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMA IMMIGRATION   
Time: 5:21pm 
Synopsis: 
President Obama hosted dozens of immigration advocates at the White House on Thursday, imploring 
them to keep the pressure on House Republicans even as prospects are dimming for a comprehensive 
reform bill to pass Congress by the end of the year. Obama addressed a room packed with civil rights, 
religious, business and labor leaders who have formed a broad coalition to support one of the president's 
top domestic priorities. After demanding that House leaders back a reform bill approved by the Senate or 
propose their own ideas, the president paused to thank those gathered for their persistence. The 
exchange - reminiscent of Obama's campaign rallies - suggested that he recognizes that the political fight 
over immigration is likely to last well into next year, with no guarantees that the House will ultimately 
support a comprehensive deal. The window for progress on immigration is closing quickly, as Republicans 
focus on problems with the implementation of Obama's health-care law and with another budget deadline 
in January. Some advocates fear that the debate might be pushed beyond Republican primary races in 
the spring. But the White House is hoping that now is the time to strike, with polls showing that the public 
has placed most of the blame for the 16-day government shutdown on Republicans. In making his case 
Thursday, Obama said both parties would benefit in polls if Congress made a deal to address the fate of 
the nation's 12 million illegal immigrants.  
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: CONGRESS AND OBAMACARE 
Time: 7:25pm 
Synopsis: 
It was the government's fault, contractors on the problem-plagued website for President Barack Obama's 
signature health care reforms told a congressional hearingonThursday.In more than four hours of 
testimony before the House Energy and Commerce Committee, officials of companies hired to create the 
HealthCare.gov website cited a lack of testing on the full system and last-minute changes by the federal 
agency overseeing the online enrollment system. Angry exchanges between Republicans who oppose 
Obamacare and Democrats defending it erupted repeatedly, while the contractors insisted their work went 
fine even though the software buckled when the system went online on October 1.Complaints about 
logging in, lengthy delays, incorrect information relayed to insurance companies and other problems have 
fueled continued GOP attacks on the 2010 Affordable Care Act that was upheld by the Supreme Court 
last year. The White House and administration officials say the enrollment problems are being fixed. On 
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Thursday, the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) that oversees the new programs under 
the health care reforms said almost 700,000 applications have been submitted online on either the federal 
or state websites. While the applications don't mean that many people have fully enrolled for health 
insurance under the new system, the figure represents a significant increase in those who have been able 
to start the process in recent days. House Oversight Committee Chairman Darrell Issa on Thursday raised 
the threat of a possible subpoena if Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius doesn't 
respond to his panel's questions and requests for documents about problems with the Obamacare 
website. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
TOPIC: NYC LATINO CONSTRUCTION WORKERS DISPROPORTIONATELY DIE ON THE JOB 
Time: 10:08pm 
Synopsis: 
A disproportional number of Latino construction workers in New York City die while on the job compared 
to their coworkers of other races, according to a new report. From 2003 to 2011, three-fourths of 
construction workers who died were either U.S.-born Latinos or immigrants, according to a review of all of 
the fatal falls on the job investigated by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, an agency of 
the federal Labor Department.  The data we have demonstrates that Latinos and immigrants are more 
likely to die in these types of accidents. Construction safety advocates and a study by the New York State 
Trial Lawyers Association cited safety violations on job sites run by smaller, non-union contractors and an 
unwillingness by some undocumented workers to report violations as main reasons for the high number of 
deaths among Latino workers. They are not providing the training and the safety equipment that are 
required by law. While New York may have a surprisingly high number of deaths of Latino construction 
workers, numbers nationwide for Hispanic deaths on the jobs are also greater than any other group. 
 
======================================================= 
 
10/25/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: OBAMA IMMIGRATION FOLLOWUP 
Time: 5:21 
Synopsis: 
President Obama  renewed his call for an immigration overhaul, telling an audience of activists at the 
White House that the fate of a bipartisan Senate bill now rests with Republicans in the House. The Senate 
passed legislation in June by a vote of 68-32, giving a lift to Mr. Obama's plans to improve border security, 
require employers to verify the immigration status of their workers, and provide a path to citizenship for 11 
million undocumented immigrants. White House strategists hoped that the vote would prompt action in the 
House, where Republicans had resisted similar calls for an overhaul of the system. But the effort stalled 
this summer, with many House Republicans expressing dissatisfaction with the increases in border 
security and saying they do not support any plan that would allow people in the country illegally to 
eventually become citizens. Mr. Obama's remarks on Thursday were aimed at rebooting the discussion 
after months in which attention shifted to concerns about Iran and Syria and contentious disputes at home 
with the House Republicans that led to a government shutdown.  
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: PAIN KILLERS 
Time: 7:28pm 
Synopsis: 
The Food and Drug Administration on Thursday recommended tighter controls on how doctors prescribe 
the most commonly used narcotic painkillers, changes that are expected to take place as early as next 
year. The move, which represents a major policy shift, follows a decade-long debate over whether the 
widely abused drugs, which contain the narcotic hydrocodone, should be controlled as tightly as more 
powerful painkillers like OxyContin. The drugs at issue contain a combination of hydrocodone and an 
over-the-counter painkiller like acetaminophen or aspirin and are sold either as generics or under brand 
names like Vicodin or Lortab. Doctors use the medications to treat pain from injuries, arthritis, dental 
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extractions and other problems. The change would reduce the number of refills patients could get before 
going back to see their doctor. 
  
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: FOOD STAMP BENEFIT CUTS START NOV 1 
Time: 8:29 
Synopsis 
Millions of Americans who rely on food stamps will soon see a change in benefits. Starting next Friday, 
food stamp benefits will be cut. More than 47-million people currently receive food stamps; that's about 
15% of the U.S. population, up from 8.7% in 2007.  The average benefit per person now stands at a little 
over $133.00 a month. That amount will be reduced.  All total, the cuts add up to five-billion dollars. 
Congress can halt the decision but, it's unlikely. 
 
======================================================= 
 
10/26/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: CANCELLATION OF POLICY 
Time: 2:41pm 
Synopsis: 
Hundreds of thousands of Americans who purchase their own health insurance have received 
cancellation notices since August because the plans do not meet Obamacare's requirements. The 
number of cancellation notices greatly exceed the number of Obamacare enrollees. Insurance carrier 
Florida Blue sent out 300,000 cancellation notices, or 80 percent of the entire state's individual coverage 
policies, Kaiser Health News reports.  California's Kaiser Permanente canceled 160,000 plans - half of its 
insurance plans in the state - while Blue Shield of California sent 119,000 notices in mid-September 
alone.  Two major insurance carriers in Pennsylvania, Insurance Highmark in Pittsburgh and 
Independence Blue Cross in Philadelphia plan to cancel 20 percent and 45 percent of their total plans, 
respectively. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: NSA SURVEILLANCE DIPLOMACY 
Time: 4:34 pm 
Synopsis: 
President Obama and Secretary of State John Kerry are moving to quell international anger over reports 
of widespread U.S. surveillance abroad.  Longer term, foreign policy experts say National Security 
Agency tactics threaten to undermine America's ability to influence world affairs in a host of areas such as 
a free trade agreement being discussed with Europe.  Most governments caught up in the NSA 
surveillance have not retaliated, but some countries are pushing back against alleged tactics that include 
tapping up to 35 world leader's cell phones. Germany and France are demanding that the Obama 
administration agree by year's end to new rules that could mean an end to reported American 
eavesdropping on foreign leaders, companies and innocent citizens. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: HEALTH OVERHAUL- IMMIGRATION 
Time: 7:10 pm 
Synopsis: 
The Obama administration is stressing that information submitted while signing up for coverage under the 
new health care law will not be used to enforce immigration law.  That's always been the practice, but 
lingering fear among some immigrants that personal details could be used against them led the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency to clarify. In a memo released late Friday, the agency 
reiterated that it does not use information provided during the enrollment process to pursue civil 
immigration enforcement.  People living illegally in the U.S. are barred from benefits under the Affordable 
Care Act health law, but U.S. citizens and legal residents living with them may be eligible. Some 
applicants must provide information on the citizenship status of those who live with them to help make 
sure the household is processed correctly. 
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======================================================= 
 
10/27/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: SURVEILLANCE MARCH 
Time: 4:23pm 
Synopsis: 
 Hundreds of protesters marched on Capitol Hill in Washington on Saturday (October 26) to protest 
against the U.S. government's online surveillance programs, whose vast scope was revealed this year by 
former spy agency contractor Edward Snowden. People carried signs reading: "Stop Mass Spying" and 
"Thank you, Edward Snowden," as they gathered at the foot of the Capitol to demonstrate against the 
online surveillance conducted by the National Security Agency. The march attracted protesters from both 
ends of the political spectrum as liberal privacy advocates walked alongside members of the conservative 
Tea Party movement in opposition to what they say is unlawful government spying on Americans. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic:  INSTAGRAM GUN SELLING 
Time: 10:42pm 
Synopsis: 
A web of semi-anonymous private and professional gun dealers is regularly advertising, negotiating and 
selling firearms by posting their wares on Instagram, then concluding the deals through private 
communication channels.  Because Instagram, which was recently bought by Facebook, is primarily a 
popular site to post photos and is not a commerce site like Craigslist, it has no stated policy banning the 
sale of firearms, The Daily Beast online news site says. Instead, sellers display their wares - from antique 
guns to high-powered assault rifles - in photos, along with details, asking price and any additional 
equipment or ammunition that is available. 
 
======================================================= 
 
10/28/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: CONGRESS IMMIGRATION 
Time: 8:34pm 
Synopsis: 
Prospects for comprehensive immigration legislation this year grew murkier on the eve of an all-out push 
by a coalition of business, religious and law enforcement to convince the House to overhaul the decades-
old system.  Proponents seized on two developments as a Senate-passed measure remains stalled in the 
House -- President Barack Obama's meeting at the White House on Tuesday with a House Republican 
working on legislation and a California GOP lawmaker's willingness to back a House Democratic plan.  
But in a blow to their effort, Sen. Marco Rubio signaled support for the piecemeal approach in the House 
despite his months of work and vote for the comprehensive Senate bill that would provide a path to 
citizenship for the 11 million immigrants living here illegally and tighten border security.  The Florida 
Republican -- son of Cuban immigrants and a potential presidential candidate in 2016 -- had provided 
crucial support for the bipartisan Senate bill. 
  
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: TEXAS ABORTION RULING 
Time: 9:24pm 
Synopsis: 
A federal judge on Monday blocked a provision of a new Texas law that requires doctors performing 
abortions to have an agreement with a local hospital to admit patients, and the judge left up to physicians 
the decision whether to administer the so-called abortion pill in medical emergencies.  The ruling by U.S. 
District Judge Lee Yeakel on a suit brought by abortion provider Planned Parenthood was a partial victory 
for supporters of the right to abortion. Other provisions of the law will go into effect on Tuesday, including 
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a ban on abortions after 20 weeks gestation Tuesday, and a requirement that facilities where abortions 
are performed meet the standards of emergency centers at hospitals. 
 
======================================================= 
 
10/29/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: HEALTH INSURANCE CANCELLATIONS 
Time: 7:24pm 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama is facing fresh attacks for his pledge that Americans who like their current 
healthcare plans can keep them under Obamacare, as reports pile up of thousands of Americans facing 
cancellation notices. Accusations that the pledge was misleading are potentially a deeper threat to 
Obama than the website glitches that have plagued Healthcare.gov since its Oct. 1 launch and allowed 
only a trickle of people to sign up on new federal insurance exchanges.  Obama has downplayed the 
problems with the website, saying it's like a cash register not working, and has stressed that the 
underlying product of the 2010 Affordable Care Act is ``actually really good''.  But critics of Obamacare 
have seized on the hundreds of thousands of Americans due to lose their current plans because they fail 
to include essential benefits required by the law, and are asking whether Obama misrepresented the law. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: ALABAMA SETTLEMENT 
Time: 9:21pm 
Synopsis: 
The state of Alabama has agreed to settle the remaining challenges over its toughest-in-the-nation 
crackdown against illegal immigration.  The state and the American Civil Liberties Union filed a proposed 
settlement Tuesday that would end a federal lawsuit over the law, which has mostly been gutted by court 
rulings. ACLU lawyer Cecilia Wang says the state also is settling a suit filed by the Justice Department. 
The deal follows the Supreme Court's decision earlier this year rejecting Alabama's appeal to revive parts 
of the law. Supporters and opponents billed the law as the nation's toughest against illegal immigration. 
The state's Republican-controlled Legislature passed the law in 2011 and Gov. Robert Bentley signed it. 
Federal courts later blocked key sections, including a one-of-a-kind provision that public schools must 
check students' citizenship status. 
 
======================================================= 
 
10/30/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: KATHLEEN SEBELIUS IN THE HOT SEAT WITH CONGRESS 
Time: 4:24pm 
Synopsis: 
President Barack Obama's top health care official told Congress on Wednesday that she's responsible for 
the "debacle" of cascading technical problems that overwhelmed a government website intended to make 
shopping for health insurance clear and simple.  Sebelius is promising to have the problems fixed by Nov. 
30, even as Republicans opposed to Obama's health care law are calling in chorus for her resignation. 
She told the committee that the technical issues that led to frozen screens and error messages are being 
cleared up on a daily basis.  But even as she started her testimony, some consumers trying to log into the 
federal website that serves 36 states were getting this message: "The system is down at the moment. We 
are experiencing technical difficulties and hope to have them resolved soon. Please try again later."  The 
website was intended to be the online gateway to coverage for millions of uninsured Americans, as well 
as those who purchase their policies individually.  
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: DRIVER LICENSE FOR IMMIGRANTS IN ILLINOIS 
Time: 6:33PM 
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Synopsis: 
Beginning in just a matter of weeks, undocumented immigrants in Illinois can start the process of applying 
for driver's licenses as part of a new pilot program signed into state law earlier this year. Starting Nov. 12, 
those interested in the licenses can begin scheduling appointments to apply for them.  Those 
appointments will begin to be processed at two Secretary of State offices on Dec. 3, two more locations 
will be added on Dec. 10 and more locations will follow in January.  
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: BREAK OUT IN LISTERIA DUE TO SALADS 
Time: 7:30PM 
Synopsis: 
Taylor Farms has recalled more than five-thousand pounds of broccoli salad kit products because of 
possible listeria contamination. Recalled products include boxes labeled "Taylor Farms broccoli crunch 
with bacon and dressing".  The kits were shipped to distributors and delis for consumer purchase in 
Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York and Vermont. Chicken salad 
products could be contaminated with bacteria.  Unopened containers of ready-to-eat chicken salad, made 
by Boston Salads and Provisions Company. 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: NEW YORK SMOKING AGE 
Time: 8:05PM 
Synopsis: 
Smokers under 21 will soon be barred from buying cigarettes in New York City. The City Council voted 
Wednesday to raise the minimum age for purchasing cigarettes and electronic-vapor cigarettes from 18 to 
21.  By passing the bill, New York became the most populous place in the U.S. to raise the tobacco-
buying age that high.  The city's current age limit of 18 is a federal minimum. It's standard in many places.  
Some states and communities have raised the age to 19. At least two towns have agreed to raise it to 21.  
Advocates say higher age limits help prevent young people from taking up a hazardous habit.  
Manufacturers have suggested young adult smokers may just turn to black-market merchants.  Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg's administration supports the council's plan. 
 
======================================================= 
 
10/31/13 
 
Duration: 30 secs 
Topic: FOOD  STAMPS CUT STARTING FRIDAY 
Time: 3:30PM 
Synopsis: 
More than 47 million Americans who receive food stamps will see their benefits go down starting Friday, 
just as Congress has begun negotiations on further cuts to the program. Beginning in November, a 
temporary benefit from the 2009 economic stimulus that boosts food stamp dollars will no longer be 
available. According to the Agriculture Department, that means a family of four receiving food stamps will 
start receiving $36 less a month. The benefits, which go to 1 in 7 Americans, fluctuate based on factors 
that include food prices, inflation and income. The rolls have swelled as the economy has struggled in 
recent years, with the stimulus providing higher benefits and many people signing up for the first time. As 
a result, the program has more than doubled in cost since 2008, now costing almost $80 billion a year. 
That large increase in spending has turned the program, now called the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, or SNAP, into a target for House Republicans looking to reduce spending. 
  

=================END OF OCTOBER REPORT================= 


