
  

 
Quarterly Programs & Issues Report 

October 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020 
  
Exposure, City Pulse on the Air and The Undercurrent are shows that focus on events, issues, and 
programs that affect the greater Lansing area and Michigan State University. All shows are archived and 
are available as podcasts on our website, www.impact89fm.org, and popular podcast services such as 
iTunes. 
  
Exposure: Sundays 9-10 A.M 
City Pulse on the Air: Sundays 10-10:30 A.M. 
The Undercurrent: Sundays 10:30-11 A.M. 
  
These programs are designed to allow student and community groups a broadcast outlet. WDBM-FM 
provides the facilities, an engineer and a host. 
  
Topics this quarter included: 
 
October 4, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
discusses updates on the presidential election with MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann. Reporter 
Cole Tunningley speaks with the founders of a new clothing line, and Rich Tupica plays music from 
Michigan psychedelic rock group, The Chancellors. 
 
October 11, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
continues his discussion with MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann about new developments in the 
2020 presidential election. Reporter Cole Tunningley speaks with Ingham County officials about Donald 
Trump's call for volunteers to watch polling places on election day, and music editor Rich Tupica 
concludes the show with music from Doctor Ross the Harmonica Boss. 
 
Exposure: CHAARG stands for Changing Health, Attitudes and Actions to Recreate Girls. Their 
organization is national, but MSU has its own chapter that meets weekly for group workouts (now virtual 
due to COVID-19). MSU CHAARG is available to all MSU undergraduate students! 
 
  

http://www.impact89fm.org/


October 18, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
continues his conversation with MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann about the latest developments in 
the 2020 presidential election. Reporter Cole Tunningley speaks with locals Jo Shoup and Ashley 
Stommen about the coronavirus' impact on nightlife in Lansing. Music editor Rich Tupica closes things out 
with a track by early Motown act Nick & the Jaguars. 
 
Exposure: The Borgen Project is a national innovative campaign that works to eliminate extreme poverty 
by making it the focus of U.S. foreign policy. Lansing and East Lansing both have community recognition 
and representatives in the Borgen Project, but they work to make international development a priority. 
Anyone at any age can participate, but they have internship opportunities for college students, too. 
 
The Undercurrent: Nick Saba talks with Dr. Rebecca A. Malouin about the new graduate program Masters 
of Science in Global Health Program focused on global relations studies at Michigan State University. Dr. 
Malouin oversees all aspects of the Master of Science and Graduate Certificate programs in global 
health. Dr. Malouin also serves as Director of Research for the Institute for Global Health in the College of 
Osteopathic Medicine at Michigan State University. 
 
October 25, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
continues his conversation about the 2020 presidential election with MSU political scientist Matt 
Grossmann. Schwartz also interviews Ingham County Commissioner and voting analyst Mark Grebner. 
 
November 1, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
discusses the death of Anthony Hulon with former Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero. Hulon died after being 
restrained by police officers in the Lansing city jail. Bernero alleges that the city misled the public about 
the details of Hulon's death. Schwartz also continues his discussion on the 2020 presidential election with 
MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann. It is their last talk before election day on Nov. 3. 
 
Exposure: MSU's Karate Club, founded in 1962, is one of the oldest and longest running martial arts 
clubs in the entire Midwest! The founder of the club brought the style, Tang Soo Do, over from Korea and 
the club is continuing that legacy by teaching others. They also teach self-defense! MSU's Karate Club is 
available to all MSU students. 
 
November 8, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
discusses the election results with MSU Political Scientist Matt Grossmann and MIRS reporter Kyle 
Melinn. 
 
Exposure: Spartython is Michigan State University's Dance Marathon (Dance Marathon is a national 
organization). They host fundraisers and events to raise money and form relationships with the children 
and families that benefit from the funds. It's available to all MSU students. 
 
November 15, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz holds his 
final discussion on the presidential election with MSU Political Scientist Matt Grossmann. Schwartz also 



discusses the down-ballot results and their impact on Michigan with Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr., D-East 
Lansing. 
 
Exposure: The Animal-Assisted Therapy Club is an undergraduate club that's focused on understanding 
and advocating for animal-assisted therapy. They want to develop MSU as a leading source for 
animal-assisted therapy in Michigan and throughout the country. 
 
November 22, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley interviews Summer 
Schriner, owner of Bad Annie's in Old Town, about the ups and downs of running a small shop during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Ashley also speaks with local theater writer and actor Doak Bloss about his online 
talk show, "House Left." 
 
November 29, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: City Pulse editor and publisher Berl Schwartz interviews Guadalupe Ayala, 
Lansing's first-ever diversity officer, who was appointed by Mayor Schor. Arts editor Skyler Ashley 
interviews Lansing musician Tommy McCord about Best Friends Club, a Facebook group dedicated to 
hosting livestream concerts in lieu of venue shutdowns due to the pandemic. 
 
Exposure: MSU Mental Illness Association is a club for open forum discussion regarding mental illness. 
They want to create a safe space where people could talk about their medications, what kind of help 
they're receiving, what works for them, what doesn't, as well as other related topics. The club is open to 
any MSU student who is going through any hardships mentally and either wants to talk about it or just 
attend in a safe environment. 
 
December 6, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, managing editor Kyle Kaminski interviews 
Former Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero. The two discuss Bernero's potential campaign for a fourth mayoral 
term, his reputation as "the angry mayor" and how he differs from Mayor Andy Schor. 
 
December 13, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, we listen to an exclusive interview with MSU 
economics professor Charles Ballard about what to expect from the American economy in the early days 
of the incoming Biden Administration. We also hear from local musician Tom Heideman and his quest to 
spread holiday cheer despite the pandemic. 
 
Exposure: Lead for America is an organization that was created to tackle some of the biggest issues our 
nation is facing. They aim to recruit change-makers and assist them in tackling challenges community by 
community on a national scale. The fellowship program is available to anyone 21 and over (with a target 
to graduating college students), and the championship program is available to anyone 18 and up. 
 


