
  

 
Quarterly Programs & Issues Report 

July 1, 2020 - September 30, 2020 
  
Exposure, City Pulse on the Air and The Undercurrent are shows that focus on events, issues, and 
programs that affect the greater Lansing area and Michigan State University. All shows are archived and 
are available as podcasts on our website, www.impact89fm.org , and popular podcast services such as 
iTunes. 
  
Exposure: Sundays 9-10 A.M 
City Pulse on the Air: Sundays 10-10:30 A.M. 
The Undercurrent: Sundays 10:30-11 A.M. 
  
These programs are designed to allow student and community groups a broadcast outlet. WDBM-FM 
provides the facilities, an engineer and a host. 
  
Topics this quarter included: 
 
July 5, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz hosts his 
weekly conversation with MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann, reporter Kyle Kaminski interviews 
Ingham County Commissioner candidates Thomas Morgan and Bob Pena, arts editor Skyler Ashley 
speaks with tattoo artist Sean Peters and music writer Rich Tupica closes the show out with a historic 
Michigan song. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Harnoor Kaur. Harnoor 
is an undergraduate student at MSU majoring in Criminal Justice with an additional major in Political 
Science and a minor in Peace and Justice Studies. She is extremely interested in research involving civil 
liberties and human rights. During her freshman year at MSU, she started undergrad research under 
Professor DeJong in the Criminal Justice School on the misrepresentation of transgender homicide in the 
media. 
 
  

http://www.impact89fm.org/


Next, the hosts interview Kathleen Rhoades. Kathleen is a third-year Ph.D. student in the Plant Breeding, 
Genetics, and Biotechnology program studying tart cherry breeding and genetics with Dr. Amy Iezzoni, 
the Tart Cherry Breeder at MSU. The goal of the breeding program is to create new varieties of tart cherry 
that are better-adapted to Michigan’s climate, resistant to pests and diseases, and easier to process for 
packing, drying, canning, and consumption. Tart cherry is an allotetraploid, meaning it has four sets of 
chromosomes derived from two different parental species of cherry that cross-pollinated in the wild. 
Kathleen is studying the way the two parental genomes in tart cherry interact and how those interactions 
are affecting fruit quality traits, which will help inform tart cherry breeders in their selection decisions to 
create improved products. 
 
July 12, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz hosts his 
weekly conversation about the 2020 presidential campaign with MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann, 
and talks with Tonya Krause-Phelan, law professor at Western Michigan University Cooley Law School, 
about the school's unanimous approval of an anti-racism resolution. Music writer Rich Tupica concludes 
the show with songs by vintage Michigan musicians The Beaux Jens and Pete Wittig. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Jeremy Gingrich from 
the Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology. Jeremy’s work focuses on how BPA and emerging or 
“replacement” bisphenol chemicals, like bisphenol S (BPS), have on the development and function of the 
placenta. 
 
Then, the hosts speak with Kevin Kraef, a junior at MSU's James Madison College and Eli Broad School 
of Business majoring in International Relations and Supply Chain Management. Kevin conducted his 
research on behalf of MSU's Institute for Public Policy and Social Research (IPPSR) directed by Dr. 
Matthew Grossmann. In the past year, he investigated the effects of earned income tax credits (EITC), 
child tax credits (CTC), and publicly funded programs like Medicare and Medicaid in providing Americans 
with affordable healthcare. While examining these programs and their implementation in various states, 
Kevin also compared US programs to those in other countries like Germany, Switzerland, the UK, and 
South Korea to observe any differences in cost distribution, quality of treatment, accessibility, and patient 
satisfaction. Finally, Kevin focused on understanding and finding a solution to disadvantaged communities 
and their lack of access to affordable healthcare in the US by comparing different systems and poverty 
reduction methods from Michigan, Massachusetts, Texas, and California and other countries, specifically 
Germany and the UK. 
 
July 19, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, arts editor Skyler Ashley fills in for editor 
and publisher Berl Schwartz. Schwartz hosts his weekly conversation about updates on the 2020 
presidential campaign with MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann. Ashley interviews The Fledge owner 
Jerry Norris about how the Lansing community center is hanging on through the pandemic. Music writer 
Rich Tupica concludes the show with a track from '60s Lansing psychedelic rock band The Assortment. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Lauren Collier-Spruel. 
Lauren is a doctoral candidate in the Michigan State Organizational Psychology program whose research 
focuses on the effectiveness of diversity interventions at work. Then, they talk with Jenna Walters. Jenna 
is a M.S. student studying the influence of extreme heat conditions on blueberry pollination and bee 
nutrition. 
 



July 26, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz hosts his 
weekly conversation with MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann about the 2020 presidential campaign. 
Reporter Cole Tunningley talks with MSU linguistics professors Betsy Sneller and Suzanne Evans 
Wagner about their research at the MSU Sociolinguistics Lab. When the COVID-19 outbreak began, 
Wagner and Sneller designed a study relevant for the days of lockdown and isolation. Their project, 
Michigan COVID Diaries, has asked participants to talk about their daily lives. Sneller and Wagner are 
amassing these interviews so they can study how people’s language changed over the course of the 
pandemic. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Paige Cordts from the 
MSU Department of Mechanical Engineering. Currently, she is working to understand the difficulties 
individuals with disabilities face when accessing and using transportation, whether that be public or 
private. Then, they interview Abdulrahman Alharthi, Erin Sawyer, and Kaylie Williams. Abdulrahman, Erin, 
and Kaylie are all undergraduates at MSU and work as research assistants in Dr. Kimberly Fenn’s Sleep 
and Learning Lab. The three undergraduates discuss a line of research that focuses on the relationship 
between sleep and memory. 
 
August 2, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this week's edition of City Pulse On the Air editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
holds his weekly conversation with MSU political scientist Matt Grossman about the 2020 presidential 
election. This week's show also features a new guest, Brett Decker of Defiance College. Decker 
discusses with Schwartz why it might be a wise decision for Joe Biden to pick Gov. Whitmer as his 
running mate. Reporter Cole Tunningley speaks with Kristin Mahoney from the MSU Department of 
English. Mahoney studies apocalyptic literature from the early 20th century and teaches a class about it. 
She discusses with Tunningley about how the critical issues of today are in many ways a reflection of the 
past. Music writer Rich Tupica rounds off the show with an obscure track from a '60s Michigan-based 
psychedelic garage rock group known as The Saharas. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Lauren Jernstadt. When 
Lauren is not working as an undergraduate research assistant in the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy, where she studies single molecule biology using fluorescent laser tweezers, Lauren is 
discussing with her former Bioethics Capstone instructor Kathleen Lowenstein a very different topic: the 
ethical implications of telehealth, specifically services that provide contraception. Then, they interview 
Kaelyn Sanders. Kaelyn is a recent graduate of The Ohio State University, where she received her 
Bachelor’s in Criminal Justice Studies & Criminology and Sociology with a minor in Security and 
Intelligence. She is now an incoming Ph.D. student at Michigan State University’s School of Criminal 
Justice Program. Her research interests are mainly in corrections, prisoner reentry, and school shootings 
as well as mass shootings. 
 
August 9, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz hosts his 
weekly conversation with MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann. We’re within 90 days of the general 
election; Grossmann discusses how the race is taking shape. Arts editor Skyler Ashley speaks with 
Threadbare Mitten Film Festival director Dan Kofoed about the festival’s transition to being presented 
digitally. For the past four years, Threadbare has presented independent films from both Michigan and 
international filmmakers to Lansing audiences. Kofoed also takes time to discuss the general impact of 
the coronavirus on the indie film industry. 



 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Garrett Weidig. He is 
starting his second year in his Ph.D. program in Mechanical Engineering focusing on hand function. Then, 
they talk with Ryley Mancine and Donald Gusfa, students in the MSU College of Human Medicine and 
Osteopathic Medicine. Their research is designed to develop and validate the Disordered Eating Screen 
for Athletes (DESA-6). The DESA- 6 is a six-question screening tool meant to identify athletes at risk for 
disordered eating, which may progress to clinical health complications. 
 
August 16, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
discusses the latest updates on the 2020 presidential election with MSU political scientist Matt 
Grossmann. Schwartz also interviews MSU trustee Dianne Byrum. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview John Tison Williams. 
John is a PhD-candidate in the Department of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics through the College 
of Natural Sciences. John is in his 5th year and completing his dissertation, which focuses on 
understanding how small molecules inhibit the growth of Mycobacterium tuberculosis in Dr. Robert B. 
Abramovitch's lab. Then, they talk with Lin Liu. Her dissertation research focuses on using agricultural 
technologies, including smart devices, crop modeling and remote-sensing images, to assess agricultural 
systems in Africa and Central America. Specifically, her research aimed at providing timely and accurate 
yield forecasts for cornfields in Tanzania, improving yields of staple crops (e.g. corn and yam) while 
preserving soil carbon in Tanzania and Ghana, and monitoring crop growth in small fields in African 
countries and Honduras. 
 
August 23, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
continues his weekly conversation on the 2020 presidential election with MSU political scientist Matt 
Grossmann. This week, the two discuss the aftermath of the Democratic National Convention. Also on the 
show, staff writer Kyle Kaminski interviews City Council President Peter Spadafore about the state of 
education in Lansing, and music editor Rich Tupica plays a classic track from Lansing singer-songwriter 
Wally Pleasant. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Anna Raschke. Anna is 
a master's student in the MSU Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering department. Anna's lab is called 
'Computational-Ecology', meaning they simulate ecology! She is specifically working on modeling the 
movement of polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) through the Huron River Watershed. Then. the hosts 
interview Josh Lensmire. Josh is a Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Microbiology and Molecular 
Genetics. Josh's research focuses on the pathogen methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus, MRSA. 
 
August 30, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
interviews journalist Kathleen Gray of the New York Times and Detroit Free Press, as well as MSU 
political scientist Matt Grossmann. Music editor Rich Tupica rounds off the show with a rare track from 
Bob Seger. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Matthew Swiatnicki. Matt 
is a Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics. The Andrechek lab 
studies primarily breast and lung cancer, with Matt’s thesis work having potential implications for lung 



cancer patients. Then, they talk with Carolyn Kroger. Carolyn is a Ph.D. student in the Department of 
Psychology - Cognition and Cognitive Neuroscience. Carolyn's research focuses on how changes in the 
timing of human movements influence spatial dynamics and, conversely, how changes in spatial 
dynamics influence movement timing. 
 
September 6, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
continues his weekly discussion about the 2020 presidential election with MSU political scientist Matt 
Grossmann. Reporter Cole Tunningley speaks with Melody Angel, co-founder of Art in the Wild, an arts 
organization that raises funds for Lansing's parks, about an upcoming YouTube interview series that 
highlights local artists. Music editor Rich Tupica closes the show with rare tracks from Okemos garage 
rockers New Era. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Aalayna Green. Aalayna 
is a senior undergraduate student in the Department of Integrative Biology/Zoology studying the gendered 
implications of urban wildmeat trafficking in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
 
September 13, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
interviews Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Eric Freedman about Bob Woodward's decision to hold onto 
his tapes of Donald Trump downplaying the coronavirus for the release of his forthcoming book, "Rage." 
Schwartz continues his discussion of the 2020 presidential election with MSU political scientist Matt 
Grossmann, and discusses how the Trump and Biden campaigns are unfolding across Michigan with 
MIRS reporter and City Pulse columnist Kyle Melinn. Music editor Rich Tupica caps off the show with 
tracks by '60s garage rockers from Grand Ledge, The Beaux Jens. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Katie Mitchell. Katie is a 
doctoral student in the Information and Media program at MSU. She is interested in how media and 
technology influence interpersonal relationships and health. She is currently studying telemedicine and its 
impacts on patients as well as providers. 
 
September 20, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, editor and publisher Berl Schwartz 
continues his discussion with MSU political scientist Matt Grossmann about developments in the 2020 
presidential election. Reporter Cole Tunningley speaks with Lansing comedian Robert Jenkins about what 
it's like to be on the left politically but still advocate for gun ownership. To close the show, music editor 
Rich Tupica presents a rare track from '70s Michigan rock group Magic. 
 
Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Osama Alian. Osama 
studies how a community of microbes survives in a hydrothermal vent system deep in the Atlantic Ocean 
in an environment that's funky, unique, and probably present everywhere in the universe where there are 
water and rock interacting with each other. 
 
September 27, 2020 
City Pulse on the Air: On this edition of City Pulse On the Air, Berl Schwartz speaks with MSU political 
scientist Matt Grossmann and Michigan State Senator Curtis Hertel Jr. Music editor Rich Tupica 
introduces listeners to Nolan Strong and The Diablos, a Detroit group that was popular during the early 
days of Motown Records. 



Exposure: On this week’s The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Danny interview Kathryn (Kati) Ford. 
There is an increased interest in using Microbial Electrosynthesis to generate carbon-neutral biofuels to 
replace fossil fuels. This is a technique that uses microorganisms capable of using an electrode to gain 
energy. Kati is a graduate student in the Department of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics at MSU, 
who works to engineer an electroautotrophic microorganism. This is an organism that can grow using only 
an electrode and carbon dioxide. This engineered organism can then be fed carbon dioxide pollution and 
electricity to make biofuels. 


