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The Best of Our Knowledge

DATE TIME SHOW # TOPIC
10/8/2022 5:00

am
1672 On this week's program: Andrew Farnsworth is a senior research associate at

the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and has led a career that’s focused on
migration and how birds are being affected by climate change and light
pollution. But dramatic improvements in technology during the past few
decades have provided him with new data that’s making the scale and scope
of his work radically different.

10/15/2022 5:00
am

1673 Jonathan Friedman, PEN America’s director of free expression and
education, joins The Best of Our Knowledge to explain how a more debate
around what should be present in public school libraries might impact not
just free speech, but public education as a whole.

10/22/2022 5:00
am

1674 The Best of Our Knowledge, WAMC’s long-running program on education,
research, and ideas, has a new host. On the next episode, WAMC’s Lucas
Willard will explore a virtual painting and learn about a university course that
examines doing…nothing!

10/29/2022 5:00
am

1675 On this episode of The Best of Our Knowledge, we’ll learn more about a
report from the Open Space Institute that examines how to make the great
outdoors accessible to all. Host Lucas Willard speaks with OSI’s Kathy
Mosher.We’ll explore New York State’s definition of a sound and basic
education, with a report from WMHT’s Dan Clark.And we’ll have a taste test
with potato chip historian Alan Richer.

11/5/2022 5:00
am

1676 On this episode of The Best of Our Knowledge, we'll learn about a new
anthology of creative writings by incarcerated individuals in Northern New
York. And, in a seasonal project, attempt pressing apple cider at home.

11/12/2022 5:00
am

1677 On this episode of The Best of Our Knowledge, host Lucas Willard will speak
with Darren Reisberg, who was recently inaugurated as Hartwick College’s
11th president.And The Best of Our Knowledge’s Jody Cowan will report on
how some institutions are looking to connect graduating students with
industry to address the labor shortage.

11/19/2022 5:00
am

1678 On this episode of the Best of Our knowledge, we’ll attend naturalization
ceremonies for new Americans – to hear from some of the country’s newest
citizens and to speak with high school students who hosted a ceremony as
part of their education on government.And a $50 million endowment will
support Bard College’s new Native American and Indigenous Studies
program.

11/2/2022 5:00
am

1679 On this episode, host Lucas Willard will speak with Cate Larsen, a geologist
and science communicator based in upstate New York, about how social
media can play a critical role in education.And The Best of Our Knowledge's
Ian Pickus will speak with scientist Lija Treibergs, who is embarking on a
three-month trip to Antarctica.

12/3/2022 5:00
am

1680 On this episode, host Lucas Willard will visit the FLOCKArt mobile gallery at
an upstate New York school to speak with the artists, teachers, and students
that are bringing art to young learners in a new way.And The Best of Our
Knowledge's Jim Levulis will speak with staff at Fort Ticonderoga about the
fort’s recent acquisition of thousands of historic artifacts.
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12/10/2022 5:00
am

1681 On this episode, students at an upstate New York High School get a primer
on international relations during a visit with U.S. and Korean officials.Host
Lucas Willard with Skidmore College astrophysicist Mary Odekon NASA’s
Artemis program and the concept of retro-futurism.And The Best of Our
Knowledge’s Dave Lucas reports on the role machine learning could have in
predicting the next pandemic.

12/17/2022 5:00
am

1682 On this episode, we’ll learn more about the Hudson Mural Project, an
initiative now in its third year that encourage school age children and
community residents to explore the concept of self and city. In addition to
speaking with a visual artist involved with the Hudson Mural Project, we’ll
also listen to a sound poem produced as of the 2022 project.

12/24/2022 5:00
am

1683 Cazenovia College, a small private institution in Cazenovia, New York,
announced on December 7th, 2022 that it would close after the spring 2023
semester.As the college prepares for closure, we’ll speak with Cazenovia
College President David Bergh and a third-year student about their upcoming
last semester at the college.

12/31/2022 5:00
am

1684 On this episode, host Lucas Willard will speak with Katie Bisset, a survivor of
the 2012 Sandy Hook school shooting, about a tenth anniversary
remembrance she recently organized at Siena College in Loudonville, New
York. We’ll also learn about an upcoming webinar series focused on
addressing mental health in education.

51%

DATE TIME SHOW # TOPICS

10/8/2022 5:30
am

1733 On this week’s 51%, we sit down with authors Shanterra McBride and
Rosalind Wiseman about how to be a better ally, and tackle the tough
questions asked in their new book "Courageous Discomfort: How to Have
Important, Brave, Life-Changing Conversations About Race and Racism."

10/15/2022 5:30
am

1734 On this week’s 51%, we recognize Breast Cancer Awareness Month and sit
down with Dr. Lisa Curcio, director of breast surgery at Northern Dutchess
Hospital with Nuvance Health, to learn how to manage our risks, identify
symptoms early, and navigate treatment.

10/22/2022 5:30
am

1735 On the latest 51%, we tune into the induction ceremony for the latest class of
the National Women’s Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls, New York. We also sit
down with bestselling history author Katie Hickman to discuss her new book
Brave Hearted: The Women of the American West.

10/29/2022 5:30
am

1736 Happy Halloween! On this week’s 51%, we get in the spooky spirit and swap
ghost stories with Leanna Renee Hieber and Andrea Janes, authors of "A
Haunted History of Invisible Women." From Lizzie Borden and Sarah
Winchester to the victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, Janes and
Hieber analyze why women are so prominent in America’s “ghostlore” – and
what it says about us.

11/5/2022 5:30
am

1737 On this week’s 51%, we recognize Veterans Day and sit down with
award-winning journalist Suzanne Gordon to discuss her new book "Our
Veterans," examining the veteran experience and how we can better support
our servicemen and women.
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11/12/2022 5:30
am

1738 The federal government has approved billions of dollars in incentives for
infrastructure and chip-manufacturing projects across the country. On this
week’s 51%, we speak with U.S. Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo about
how she hopes to use that funding to advance women in STEM and the
trades.

11/19/2022 5:30
am

1739 On this week’s 51%, we speak with sociologists Amanda Freeman and Lisa
Dodson about their new book "Getting Me Cheap: How Low-Wage Work
Traps Women and Girls in Poverty." With hundreds of interviews and years of
field work to pull from, Freeman and Dodson depict how women support
some of America’s most essential, but lowest-paying, industries – all while
struggling to make ends meet for their own families.

11/26/2022 5:30
am

1740 On this week’s 51%, activist Laura Kaplan discusses her 1995 book The Story
of Jane: The Legendary Underground Feminist Abortion Service, and reflects
on its relevance today. Kaplan herself was a member of Chicago’s Jane
Collective, an underground organization that helped women attain abortions
in the years leading up to the Supreme Court’s decision on Roe v. Wade.

12/3/2022 5:30
am

1741 On this week’s 51%, we sit down with Grammy Award-winning
singer-songwriter Ani DiFranco to celebrate the 25th anniversary of her
seminal live album Living in Clip. DiFranco reflects on a career spanning over
20 records and decades of activism on multiple fronts, and shares her insight
on the music industry today.

12/10/2022 5:30
am

1742 On this week’s 51%, we take a trip to New York’s Hudson Valley and explore
the rediscovered artwork of Caroline Clowes, one of the region’s first
professional female artists from the 19th Century. We also sit down with
author Libby Sternberg to discuss her new book, Daisy, a retelling of The
Great Gatsby from the perspective of its iconic golden girl.

12/17/2022 5:30
am

1743 'Tis the season for holiday cooking! On this week’s 51%, we speak with
Jennifer Clair, founder of the culinary school Home Cooking New York, for
some of her favorite holiday meals and preparation tips.

12/24/2022 5:30
am

1744 For all its tidings of comfort and joy, the holiday season is a difficult time for
some. On this week's 51%, we take a look at some ways to combat loneliness
this time of year, and therapist Keli Rugenstein shares how parents of
estranged adult children can find peace.

12/31/2022 5:30
am

1745 On this week’s 51%, we look back at some of our biggest stories and favorite
conversations of 2022.


