
Period: 2nd Quarter April-June 2020 

Location (All Journey Markets): There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by 
WRVL,WVRI,WVRP,WVRA,WVRD,WVRL,WBOP,WVRH- Coverage area of VA and NC- along with the most 
significant programming treatment of those for the period of 04/01/20-06/30/20. The listing is by no 
means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

 

 

Date: 04/11/20  

Time: 6:00 AM 

Length: 19 minutes 

Market: All Journey Network markets 

Program: Hometown Journal 

Topic: How Families are impacted by COVID-19 

Interviews: Keith McCurdy; President/CEO of Total Life Counseling. 

Issues: Keith McCurdy explained the importance of structure in the home for families as they navigate 
COVID-19. He shared how structure creates an atmosphere for learning, activities, sleep, and overall 
wellbeing in the home 

 

 

Date: 04/25/20 

Time: 6:00 AM 

Length: 17:00 

Market: All Journey Network markets 

Program: Hometown Journal 

Topic: Businesses impacted by COVID-19 

Interview: Cherith Roberson; Director of Small Business Center for Wake technical Community College, 
NC 

Issues: Cherith discussed how small businesses in the region are being impacted by COVID-19 related 
closures. The interview also covered recent federal loan programs for businesses and some of the 
challenges faced in processing the loans.  Cherith Roberson also explained what small business owners 
should be doing to continue to promote their businesses and how to access the center’s online 
businesses education offerings. 



 

 

Date: 05/09/20 

Time:  6:00 AM 

Length: 21:13 

Market: All Journey Network markets 

Program: Hometown Journal 

Topic: Kids and COVID-19 

Interview: Duane Kresge; Pediatric Nurse Practitioner with Johnson Health Center 

Issues: Duane Kresge explains that parents need to be aware of what their children are hearing as it 
relates to COVID-19 to better help them understand the virus and the related issues that affect them 
(wearing a mask, activities cancelled). He also discussed what parents should look for if they suspect 
their child is fearful or anxious about COVID-19.  

 

 

Date: 05/16/20 

Time: 6:00 AM 

Length: 15:10 

Market: All Journey Network markets 

Program: Hometown Journal 

Topic: Staying Healthy During COVID-19 

Interview: Misty Spitzer; Communications Director YMCA of Central VA 

Issues: Misty Spitzer explained how the YMCA moved in person fitness classes to an online format to 
benefit the community. Classes were made available for all, not just YMCA members. Online classes 
include balance, strength training, and yoga. She also explained how the YMCA was able to provide child 
care services for front line/essential workers while maintaining the proper health and CDC guidelines.  

 

 

 

 

 



Date: 05/23/20 

Time: 6:00 AM 

Length: 15:30 

Market: All Journey Network Markets 

Program: Hometown Journal 

Topic: Relief Agency Gleaning for the World and response to COVID-19 

Interview: Teresa Davis; Communications Director Gleaning for the World 

Issues: Teresa explained how the central Virginia based agency is responding to COVID-19 as well as 
ongoing humanitarian and disaster relief locally and internationally. Gleaning is partnering with other 
organizations to distribute food to families impacted by the virus. They are also distributing toys for 
children at school drive in lunch pickup locations. The interview also covered the need for continued 
supplies in preparation for hurricane season. 

 

 

Date: 05/30/20 

Time: 6:00 AM 

Length: 15:45 

Market: All Journey Network Markets 

Program: Hometown Journal 

Topic: North Carolina food banks respond to hunger needs during the COVID-19 pandemic 

Interview: Jennifer Caslin; Marketing and Project Manager for the Foodbank of Central and Eastern 
North Carolina 

Issues: Jennifer Caslin discussed how the region has been impacted by COVID-19 and the related hunger 
need. She says the foodbank network is expecting at least a 35% increase in the number of families 
needing the resources of the foodbank and partner agencies. The foodbanks have distributed more than 
41,000 disaster relief boxes (food) to families in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Date: 06/05/20 

Time: 6:00 AM 

Length: 16:32 

Market: All Journey Network markets 

Program: Hometown Journal 

Topic: Virginia based and national disaster relief response team (Thomas Road Baptist church Ready 
response Team) 

Interview: ready Response Team representative Ernie Rogers 

Issues: Ernie Rogers discusses the creation of the ready response team and their work on the local, 
national and international level. The team mobilizes to areas impacted by natural disasters. He also 
explains how individuals can volunteer with the team to help communities in need. Their work also 
includes supply collection drives in the region. 

 

 

Date: 06/13/20 

Time: 6:00 AM 

Length: 22:30 

Market: All Journey network markets 

Program: Hometown Journal 

Topic: NASA/Science and engineering developments 

Interview: An address from NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine 

Issues: Following the successful Space X launch marking the joint effort between NASA and the private 
sector, the Hometown Journal featured an address from NASA administrator Jim Bridenstine. The 
address before a group of college business and engineering students in Lynchburg, VA was recorded 
prior to the launch. During his address Bridenstine explained how the private/NASA partnership saves 
costs and allows for continued research and development with immunizations, medical technology, and 
in the aerospace industry. 

 

 

 

 

 



Date: 06/18/20 

Time: 6:00 am 

Length: 15:03 

Market: All Journey network markets 

Program: Hometown Journal 

Topic: Downtown Lynchburg Reopening preparations 

Interview: Ashley Kershner; Executive Director of Downtown Lynchburg Association 

Issue: The program focused on how downtown Lynchburg businesses have been impacted by COVID-19, 
steps being taken to ensure customer safety as businesses reopen, and how downtowns will look in a 
post pandemic culture. Ashley Kershner says that future will likely include smaller events instead of large 
gatherings. She also shared the need for the community to support local businesses. 

 


