
 

 

 
ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT FOR STATIONS:  

 
WJRI 1340 AM 

 
WKGX 1080 AM 

 
WKVS 103.3 FM  

   

 

1st QUARTER 2020 

January 1, 2020 – March 31, 2020 

   

With input from community members, leaders and businesses in the Catawba Valley, the following 
issues were afforded the most significant treatment for the quarter: 
   

 
COVID-19/Health 
Business/Employment & Economy 
Crime 
Education 
Family/Youth 
Government Affairs/Community 
Safety 

 

 
 
  
 



 

CAROLINA NEWSMAKERS 
 
Typically, these Stations address the issues in their public affairs program, “Carolina Newsmakers,” which is 
hosted by stations’ owner Don Curtis and airs as follows: 
 
WJRI: Saturday mornings from 6:00 am to approximately 6:30 am. 
WKGX & WKVS: Sunday mornings from 6:30 am to approximately 7:00 am. 
 

Content Descriptions 
 

1/4 & 1/5 
 
INTERVIEW WITH BOB PHILLIPS - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF COMMON CAUSE NORTH CAROLINA 
 
ELECTIONS, REDISTRICTING, POLITICAL PARTIES, POPULATION DYNAMICS, MONEY IN POLITICS, 
SUPER PACS, PARTISANSHIP, MEDIA, VOTER RIGHTS, PRIMARY ELECTIONS, ETHICS, LOBBYING, 
VOTING. 

Issues discussed: Government Affairs 

1/11 & 1/12 

INTERVIEW WITH JOHN HOOD - PRESIDENT OF THE JOHN WILLIAM POPE FOUNDATION 

IRAN CONFLICT, FOREIGN POLICY, PRIMARY ELECTIONS, REDISTRICTING, EDUCATION, HEALTH 
CARE, VOTER IDENTIFICATION, IMPEACHMENT AND ECONOMY. 

Issues discussed: Government Affairs, Education, Health, Economy 

1/18 & 1/19 

INTERVIEW WITH TOM JENSEN - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC POLICY POLLING 

PRESIDENT TRUMP APPROVAL, DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES, POLLING, ELECTIONS, 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MEDIA AND IMPEACHMENT. 

Issues discussed: Government Affairs 

1/25 & 1/26 

INTERVIEW WITH AMY COOKE - CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION 

ECONOMY, MEDICAID, ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT, PRIMARY ELECTIONS, VOTER AFFILIATION, 
REDISTRICTING, NORTH CAROLINA BUDGET AND MEDIA. 

Issues discussed: Economy, Health, Government Affairs 

 
 
  
 



 

2/1 & 2/2 

INTERVIEW WITH MANDY COHEN – SECRETARY OF THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

HEALTH CARE, SAFETY, TAXATION, DISEASE, MEDICAID, MEDICAL COSTS, EDUCATION, OPIOID 
CRISIS, CLIMATE. 

Issues discussed: Health, Safety, Economy, Education 

 

2/8 & 2/9 

INTERVIEW WITH ANTHONY COPELAND – SECRETARY OF THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE 

BUSINESS, INCENTIVES, ECONOMY, EDUCATION, TOURISM, TRANSPORTATION, ENVIRONMENT, 
TAXATION, POPULATION DISPARITY, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, JOB CREATION. 

Issues discussed: Business, Economy, Education, Government Affairs, Employment 

2/15 & 2/16 

INTERVIEW WITH DR. ANDY TAYLOR - PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AT NORTH CAROLINA 
STATE UNIVERSITY 

TELEVISED DEBATES, DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE FIELD FOR PRESIDENT, IMPEACHMENT, MIKE 
PENCE, VOTING, ELECTIONS, NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND ELECTORAL COLLEGE. 

Issues discussed: Government Affairs 

2-22 & 2/23 

INTERVIEW WITH SHAWN HARDING - PRESIDENT OF THE NORTH CAROLINA FARM BUREAU 

FARM BUREAU BACKGROUND, ENERGY, INSURANCE, IMMIGRATION, EXPORTS, ANIMAL 
AGRICULTURE, MILITARY, FORESTRY, BROADBAND, TRADE AGREEMENTS AND WEATHER 
FORECASTING. 

Issues discussed: Business, Health 

 

2/29 & 3/1 

INTERVIEW WITH BECKI GRAY - SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF THE JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION 

 
 
  
 



 

PRIMARY ELECTIONS, UNAFFILIATED VOTERS, GENERAL ASSEMBLY, FISCAL BUDGET, EDUCATION, 
MEDICAID EXPANSION, ECONOMY, TAX REFORM, FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TRANSPORTATION, AND 
LEGISLATION.  

Issues discussed: Government Affairs, Economy, Education, Health 

3/7 & 3/8 

INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL WALDEN - WILLIAM NEAL REYNOLDS AGRICULTURAL AND RESOURCE 
ECONOMICS DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR 

CORONAVIRUS, STOCK MARKET CORRECTION, GAS PRICES, ELECTIONS, TOURISM, ECONOMY, 
TRANSPORTATION, STUDENT DEBT, DEMOGRAPHICS, INVESTMENTS, AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE. 

Issues discussed: COVID-19, Economy, Government Affairs, Education 

3/15    *Due to technical difficulties, this episode of Carolina Newsmakers did not air on WJRI on 3/14. 

INTERVIEW WITH BARRY PORTER - REGIONAL CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE AMERICAN RED 
CROSS TRIANGLE AREA CHAPTER 

BLOOD DONATION AND TRANSFUSIONS, CORONAVIRUS, VOLUNTEERS, BABYSITTING PROGRAMS, 
GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP, NATURAL DISASTERS AND FUNDING. 

Issues discussed: Health, COVID-19, Government Affairs, Family/Youth 

3/21 & 3/22 

INTERVIEW WITH MIKE WALDEN (WILLIAM NEAL REYNOLDS AGRICULTURAL AND RESOURCE 
ECONOMICS DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR), DALE FOLWELL (STATE TREASURER OF NORTH 
CAROLINA), ANDY ELLEN (PRESIDENT OF THE NORTH CAROLINA RETAIL MERCHANTS 
ASSOCIATION), NICOLE CLAGETT (DIRECTOR OF TRANSITIONS GUIDING LIGHTS) 

COVID-19, ECONOMY, STIMULUS, BUSINESS, TAXATION, INTEREST RATES, STATE HEALTH PLAN, 
PENSION, HEALTH CARE, SENIOR ISSUES, ADVERTISING, CYBER SECURITY. 

Issues discussed: COVID-19, Economy, Business/Employment, Government Affairs, Health, Crime, 
Safety 

3/28 & 3/29 

INTERVIEW WITH MIKE WALDEN (WILLIAM NEAL REYNOLDS AGRICULTURAL AND RESOURCE 
ECONOMICS DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR), JOSH STEIN (NORTH CAROLINA ATTORNEY GENERAL), 
AND ROBERT HIGDON (UNITED STATES ATTORNEY) 

ECONOMY, STIMULUS, TAXATION, INTEREST RATES, TRANSPORTATION, AUTOMATION, SCAMS, 

 
 
  
 



 

FRAUD, COVID-19. 

Issues discussed: COVID-19, Economy, Business/Employment, Government Affairs, Health, Crime, 
Safety 

 

LOCAL NEWS 
 

Local News airs Monday-Friday at 6:00, 7:00 & 8:00 a.m. on WJRI, WKGX and WKVS as well as 3:00, 
4:00 & 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday on WKGX and WKVS.  
 
1/2/2020  0600 0700 0800  2:00   

State and local investigators are working to determine what caused a mobile home fire Monday where a 
woman was found dead inside.  The victim, Elsie Mathalene Watson, was the owner and occupant of the 
residence at 5484 Parkview Rd. in the Draco/Little River Community of Caldwell County.  The cause of death 
has not been released by the Medical Examiner’s Office and the cause of the fire is still unknown.- Safety 

Charlotte police have made an arrest in the shooting at Concord Mills Mall Saturday night that left one 
teenager dead and two others wounded.  18 year old Dontae Milton Black has been charged with first degree 
murder and felony riot.  More charges are pending.  13 year old Avenanna Propst was killed in the shooting. 
Black had an argument with another teen inside the mall that carried over into the parking lot outside Dave & 
Busters. - Crime/Youth 

A NC State Trooper received minor injuries in Catawba County Wednesday near the Longview Exit along 
Interstate 40.  The Trooper was out with a car at a DUI checkpoint when the car rolled back and an open door 
struck the Trooper. - Safety 

One person was killed in a fiery crash along Hwy 70 in Iredell county Wednesday morning.  According to 
reports, a SUV crossed the centerline into the path of a tractor trailer truck and the two collided head on.  The 
SUV immediately burst into flames.  The driver of the SUV, 27-year-old Luis Alberto Gamez Martinez, died in 
the crash. - Safety 
 

1/2/2020  1500 1600 1700  1:30   
At approximately 12:01 am on 1-1-2020 at 226 Pete Brittain Rd., Morganton, a resident was shot in the ankle 
as the subject lay in the bed of his home. The trajectory indicated that the bullet entered the wall of the 
residence. An initial investigation discovered several neighbors heard the shot but the shooter has yet to be 
determined. The initial investigation also has not revealed any motivations for the shot to have been purposeful 
but the investigation is continuing. The victim did not sustain life-threatening injuries. We ask anyone shooting 
a firearm to always act responsibly and safely and to be certain of where the bullet will be traveling. Always 
have a sufficient backstop to stop the bullets when target practicing, hunting, etc. Never shoot into the air when 
you cannot predict where and what the bullets will be striking when they come back to the ground. Anyone with 
any information is asked to call the Burke County Sheriff’s Office at 828-438-5500 or Morganton/Burke 

 
 
  
 



 

Crimestoppers at 828-437-3333. All Crimestoppers tips are anonymous, and anyone with information leading 
an arrest may receive a cash reward. - Crime 
 
A 17 year old boy was shot around 3:30 Thursday morning at a home on K street in Newton.  Police 
responded to the call and found the victim had been shot in the leg.  He was transported to Catawba Valley 
Medical center and later transferred to Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center in Winston Salem.  No information 
has been released about his condition.  Police say the victim knew the shooter but the suspect had fled the 
scene before officers arrived.  Newton police ask anyone with information to call them at 828-465- 7430.- 
Crime 
 
A fire at a Morganton body shop destroyed a large number of cars New Years eve night.  The fire started next 
to Morrison's Body Shop on East Meeting St. and quickly spread to the cars, which were to be salvaged. 
Firefighters were on scene all night.  The cause of the fire is still under investigation. - Safety 
 
1/3/2020  0600 0700 0800  :90   

Authorities believe remains discovered earlier this week in Rowan County are those of 66 year old Rick Travis,                  
who has been missing for nearly a year. A deer hunter found the body near the Yadkin River in the Spencer                     
area. Travis left home on February 11th to go for a run and was never seen again. Although police do believe                     
the remains are those of Mr. Travis, the medical examiner will need to make a positive ID. A Possible cause of                     
death is being investigated. - Safety 

New information about a rescue last week that saved a 6 year old boy in Alexander County. The Sheriff’s                   
Office reports that Workers remodeling a home were among citizens involved in the rescue of a child who had                   
fallen into Lake Hickory Three men across the cove that were working on remodeling a lake house heard the                   
child screaming for help, One of the men, Scott Lingerfelt, jumped into the water fully clothed and began                  
swimming toward the child. Lingerfelt swam approximately 40 yards to reach the child. At the time, the water                  
temperature was believed to be 45-50 degrees. Another man called 911. The child’s brother helped to pull the                  
six-year-old from the lake, where he was then carried to Emergency Services. The child was transported to                 
Catawba Valley Medical Center, where he was evaluated. Those involved in the rescue will be recognized by                 
Sheriff Chris Bowman next Tuesday at the Sheriff's Office. - Safety 

The City of Hickory will hold its 150th anniversary kick off celebration today but due to the weather the event                    
has been moved indoors. The event will be held in the Council Chambers at City Hall. To kick off the City’s                     
yearlong celebration of this historic milestone, Hickory Mayor Hank Guess will present a proclamation in the                
City’s honor at noon. The City invites residents, visitors, businesses, and local organizations to join in                
celebrating Hickory’s 150th year. - Government Affairs/Community 
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Office reports that Workers remodeling a home were among citizens involved in the rescue of a child who had                   
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swimming toward the child. Lingerfelt swam approximately 40 yards to reach the child. At the time, the water                  
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The City of Hickory will hold its 150th anniversary kick off celebration today but due to the weather the event 
has been moved indoors.  The event will be held in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  To kick off the City’s 
yearlong celebration of this historic milestone, Hickory Mayor Hank Guess will present a proclamation in the 
City’s honor at noon.  The City invites residents, visitors, businesses, and local organizations to join in 
celebrating Hickory’s 150th year. - Government Affairs/Community 
 
 A pedestrian was hit and killed early Friday morning in Catawba County near Sherrills Ford.  The woman was 
hit by the car on Slanting Bridge Road just before 7am this morning.  The driver of the car did stay at the 
scene.  The NC Highway Patrol is investigating.  No names have been released yet. - Safety 
 
1/6/2020  0600 0700 0800  :90   
 
More than 200 Duke Energy customers in Gaston spent part of Saturday night without power.  A cold front 
moving through caused high winds that brought down numerous trees and limbs onto power lines causing the 
interruptions.  Power was restored to everyone by around midday Sunday. - Safety 
 
Hickory’s Ridgeview Branch Library is on track to receive an interior renovation and expansion in 2020 to 
better serve the community. Architects presented draft design plans and drawings at a community input 
meeting held at the library recently.  The design includes adding a new community meeting room,  increasing 
the print collection, adding a group study room, increasing seating and computer space, and adding a space 
for new technologies like 3D printing. - Government/Community 
 
Here's a traffic alert for the Hickory area...Starting today, the section of Main Ave NW between N. Center St 
and 1st St NW will be closed to traffic due to construction of the One North Center project.   The closure is 
expected to remain in place through the middle of April.  Detour routes will be clearly marked.  Motorists should 
use caution in the area.- Safety, Government Affairs/Community 
 
Funeral services were held over the weekend for a 13 year old girl who was killed when another teen opened 
fire outside of Concord Mills mall on December 28th.  Family and friends of Aveanna Propst gathered Saturday 
to say their goodbyes.  Propst was one of three people struck by a bullet following an argument between 

 
 
  
 



 

others in which she was not involved.  The other two victims survived.  18-year-old Dontae Milton-Black and 
another 15 year old are charged in the case. - Crime/Youth 
 
1/6/2020  1500 1600 1700  2:00  
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Funeral services were held over the weekend for a 13 year old girl who was killed when another teen opened 
fire outside of Concord Mills mall on December 28th.  Family and friends of Aveanna Propst gathered Saturday 
to say their goodbyes.  Propst was one of three people struck by a bullet following an argument between 
others in which she was not involved.  The other two victims survived.  18-year-old Dontae Milton-Black and 
another 15 year old are charged in the case. - Crime/Youth 
 
On January 3, 2020 at approximately 3:30 p.m., investigators with the Newton 
Police Department arrested 18 year old Jordon Martes Thompson of Claremont, NC for Felony 
Conspiring to a Commit Robbery with a Firearm or Other Dangerous Weapon. Thompson was 
arrested without incident, processed and placed in the Catawba County Jail under a $25,000.00 
secured bond with a first appearance scheduled for Monday, January 6, 2020 in Newton District 
Court. Other arrests and potential charges are pending. 
This is an ongoing investigation; if anyone has information pertaining to this incident; please 
contact Inv. Daniela Massey at the Newton Police Department (828-465-7430). - Crime 
 

 
 
  
 



 

A resident was killed in a Sunday morning fire at 3905 Orlando’s Way, Lenoir, NC – in the Cajah’s Mountain 
Community of Caldwell County. The initial 9-1-1 call was received at 09:40, and North Catawba Fire & Rescue 
arrived to find the residence involved in fire. Crews made an aggressive attack on the fire, and were faced with 
heavy smoke, heat and fire conditions. While gaining access to the bulk of the fire, crews simultaneously 
completed the primary search, finding one victim, Frankie Prestwood – 29 years of age, a resident of the above 
noted address – deceased in his bedroom. Two other occupants self-evacuated after noticing smoke 
conditions in the home, and each were unharmed by the fire. The American Red Cross is assisting the 
residents. One (1) firefighter was treated for burns sustained in the fire, however did not require transport to the 
hospital and is expected to make a full recovery. 

Caldwell County Emergency Services reminds residents to: 

* Install smoke detectors on every floor and in every bedroom. 

* Test your smoke detectors every month by pressing the “test” button. 

* Ensure every person in your home understands and practices your home fire escape plan twice a year. - 
Safety; Government Affairs 

 
1/7/2020  600 700 800  2:00  
 
Lincoln County Commissioners took symbolic action Monday declaring the county a 2nd Amendment 
Sanctuary, which translates into the County would not enforce any new restrictions on gun ownership.  More 
than 3000 people had signed a petition supporting the move. - Government Affairs 
 
The NC Hwy Patrol says a driver fell asleep behind the wheel causing an accident that killed A 76-year-old 
woman Sunday on U.S. 64 just outside of Statesville. Troopers say a Charlotte man was driving North when he 
fell asleep and struck another car driven by Lois Crotts of Stony Point.  Crotts died at the scene.  The other 
driver was transported to Wake Forest Baptist health for his injuries.  Charges are pending. - Crime/Safety 
 
A local high school principal was arrested over the weekend and charged with DWI.  Rebecca Tuttle, Principal 
at Hickory High School was involved in an accident Friday night in Hickory on Second Street SW.  There were 
no other passengers in the car.  Hickory School released a statement to the press saying they are aware of the 
incident and that The matter will not affect the students’ school day or the school’s standard operation. - 
Crime/Safety/Education 
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1/8/2020  600 700 800  2:30 
A Silver Alert for a missing 78-year-old man in Caldwell County has been cancelled. sometimes called Dan, is 
believed to be suffering from dementia or some other cognitive impairment. Mr. Hall has been located and 
found safe.  - SAFETY 
 
A hit and run in Iredell County on Tuesday afternoon claimed the life of a Statesville man.  28 year old Harold 
Dean Stewart III was killed when a pickup truck hit a concrete barrier on Interstate 40 then stuck another 
vehicle before hitting Stewart. The pickup fled the scene.  The NC Hwy Patrol says the truck was possibly a 
light blue late 80s model Chevrolet and will have damage on the front and right side. - SAFETY/CRIME 
 
Newton is beginning construction on the second phase of the Newton Streetscape Revitalization Project.  The 
second phase of construction is on A Street between the intersections of South Main Avenue and South 
College Avenue. Among other improvements, During this phase of construction, Yount Park will be significantly 
enhanced. The park will be doubled in size to allow for a new performance space and greater accessibility. - 
COMMUNITY/SAFETY 
 
Local health officials say it's not too late to get a flu shot.  Flu cases are on the rise across the area and some 
hospitals have restricted visitation due to the spike.  Valerie Kelly with the Burke County Health Department 
says common sense habits such as washing your hands regularly and not going to work when you are sick 
can go a long way in helping not to spread the virus.   If you suspect you have the flu, there are medications 
that may help lesson the symptoms and shorten the course but its important you see a doctor within 48 hours 
of the onset to get started on the treatment. - HEALTH/SAFETY/FAMILY 
 
Until further notice, Pinecrest Drive NE in the Catawba Springs development in Hickory is closed due to a 
washout under the roadway between the 3700 block and 3800 block near the storm retention pond. City crews 
were examining the area and determining necessary repairs. Detour routes are established and clearly 
marked. - COMMUNITY/SAFETY 
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1/9/2020  600 700 800  2:00 
Kristen Jewel Ellis, 26, of Morganton, will spend at least seven years in prison following her conviction for 
multiple criminal offenses during Burke County Superior Court on Monday, January 6, 2020. The Honorable 
Daniel A. Kuehnert, Superior Court Judge from Burke County, sentenced Ellis to an active prison term of 
seven to 11 years, followed by an additional suspended sentence of 22 to 46 months with 60 months of 
supervised probation upon her release from prison. Ellis pleaded guilty to assault with a deadly weapon 
inflicting serious injury, robbery with a dangerous weapon, assault inflicting serious bodily injury, attempted 
trafficking of opiates and flee to elude arrest. - CRIME/SAFETY 
 
Authorities now say a woman who died in a Caldwell County mobile home fire on December 30th died of 
smoke inhalation.  The cause of the fire is still under investigation.  Firefighters found the body of Elsie 
Mathalene Watson in the home on Parkview Rd. in the Draco/Little River Community. - SAFETY  

 
 
  
 



 

On 2:51 a.m., January 9, 2020, Burke County Sheriff’s deputies were dispatched to 1885 Skyland Dr., Lot #3, 
Morganton, regarding a reported self-defense shooting. Deputies found Leonard Evan Loehr, DOB 9/3/77, of 
2078 U.S. Hwy 64, NC deceased at the scene. Burke County Detectives are interviewing others who were at 
the scene. Additional information will be provided as the investigation continues. - CRIME/SAFETY 
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1/10/2020 600 700 800 2:30 

A Claremont man who called 911 to report trespassers on his property and said he would kill them, was 
himself taken into custody after gaining entry to an off duty officers police car and using the police radio. 
Aleksandr Shishkov had left the property before officers arrived. A short time later he was heard transmitting 
over a police frequency.   The car was at the nearby home of an off duty Catawba police officer.  Shiskov was 
armed with a machete but was taken into custody with no one being harmed. He was taken to a local hospital 
to undergo an evaluation. - CRIME/SAFETY  

A man involved in a deadly hit and run on interstate 40 Tuesday afternoon has surrendered to police.  71 year 
old Earle Blanton turned himself in Thursday.  Harold Dean Stewart lll was killed when he was hit by a pickup 
truck driven by Blanton as he walked along the interstate.  A motorist had stopped to check on Stewart to see if 
he needed help since he was almost in the roadway.  Blanton swerved, struck a concrete barrier and the 
stopped vehicle before hitting Stewart.  No charges have been filed while the Highway Patrol investigates. - 
CRIME/SAFETY  

A Granite Falls man died and his son suffered serious burns when their home caught fire Thursday afternoon. 
David Dewey Sr. was killed in the blaze off of Woods Dr.  David Dewey Jr. was airlifted from the scene.  A 
woman who was also in the home was able to escape uninjured.  State and local fire officials are investigating 
to determine how the fire started. - SAFETY/COMMUNITY  

Medical Examiners have determined the cause of death of the resident who was found deceased in a Sunday 
morning structure fire. The autopsy performed on Frankie Prestwood, 29 of 3905 Orlando’s Way, Lenoir, NC, 
found that Mr. Prestwood died by suicide, prior to being impacted by the results of the early morning fire. Two 
other occupants self-evacuated after noticing smoke conditions in the home, and each were unharmed by the 
fire. The firefighter who was treated for burns sustained in the fire, is healing well, and no lasting physical 
effects are expected. Approximately 45,000 people die by suicide each year in the United States. If you or 
someone you know is in crisis and may be experiencing suicidal thoughts, please contact the National Suicide 
Prevention Life line at: 1-800-273-8255(TALK) or 
www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/suicide-prevention/index.shtml - SAFETY/HEALTH/COMMUNITY 
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A Claremont man who called 911 to report trespassers on his property and said he would kill them, was 
himself taken into custody after gaining entry to an off duty officers police car and using the police radio. 
Aleksandr Shishkov had left the property before officers arrived. A short time later he was heard transmitting 
over a police frequency.   The car was at the nearby home of an off duty Catawba police officer.  Shiskov was 
armed with a machete but was taken into custody with no one being harmed. He was taken to a local hospital 
to undergo an evaluation. - CRIME/SAFETY  
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stopped vehicle before hitting Stewart.  No charges have been filed while the Highway Patrol investigates. - 
CRIME/SAFETY  
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found that Mr. Prestwood died by suicide, prior to being impacted by the results of the early morning fire. Two 
other occupants self-evacuated after noticing smoke conditions in the home, and each were unharmed by the 
fire. The firefighter who was treated for burns sustained in the fire, is healing well, and no lasting physical 
effects are expected. Approximately 45,000 people die by suicide each year in the United States. If you or 
someone you know is in crisis and may be experiencing suicidal thoughts, please contact the National Suicide 
Prevention Life line at: 1-800-273-8255(TALK) or 
www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/suicide-prevention/index.shtml - SAFETY/HEALTH/COMMUNITY 

1/13/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

Police in Alexander County are looking for three people who were involved in a carjacking Saturday at 
Wal-Mart in Taylorsville.  A nearby officer attempted to stop them and he was dragged by the pick up truck for 
a short distance.  The officer was not injured but the suspects were able to get away. -  CRIME/SAFETY 

A Caldwell County firefighter was treated and released for injuries suffered while fighting a mobile home fire 
near Lenoir Sunday morning.  The home on Sheriff’s road near Union Baptist road was heavily damaged by 
the fire.  There was no other information about the firefighters injuries but he is expected to be ok.  Firefighters 
from Little River and Sawmills responded to the blaze. -  GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/SAFETY 

Iredell County Emergency Services and area Hazardous Material Response Teams responded on Friday, 
January 10, 2020 to a hazardous material release at Lineage Logistics in Statesville. Plant personnel called 
Iredell Emergency Communications just before 2:00 pm to report an incident involving an anhydrous ammonia 
leak inside their facility on Taylorsville Highway. One worker at the plant was pronounced dead at the scene 
and one worker was transported to a Winston Salem hospital in critical condition. Two Iredell County 
emergency responders were evaluated at a local hospital as a precaution for their exposure to the chemical. 
They were released early Friday evening. Hazardous Material Response Teams and Emergency Services staff 
 
 
  
 



 

are monitoring conditions inside the plant and in the area around the plant. Air monitoring outside the plant 
shows levels well below the threshold for concern to area residents and should not cause health issues. 
Emergency responders will be on scene through tomorrow mitigating the leak and residents should use caution 
and avoid the area. - SAFETY/HEALTH/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY  
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1/14/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

Authorities have released the name of a worker killed Friday in an industrial accident in Statesville.  Anthony 
Lamattino died in the accident at Linage Logistics after a certain type of ammonia leak.  He was one of two sub 
contractors working on freezer pipes at the time of the leak.  The specific type of ammonia is used in food 
preparation but can cause serious injury if inhaled. -SAFETY/HEALTH 

Some major traffic headaches for motorists Monday afternoon near Lenoir.  A construction crew cut a gas line 
at the intersection of Wilkesboro Blvd. and Taylorsville Rd causing the entire major intersection to be shut 
down for hours.  The road was open by late evening but a section of Lower Creek Dr. at the intersection was 
still closed. -SAFETY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

As more rain is forecast, road crews in Watauga County are working to repair damage caused over the 
weekend.  Heavy rains and wind over the weekend caused road damage and mud clogged drainage ditches 
and culverts.  Crews worked throughout the day Monday trying to get ahead of more rain expected in the area 
today and throughout the week. -SAFETY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

Police in Catawba County are on the hunt for an armed man who walked into a convenience store Sunday 
night and demanded money.  The suspect was wearing a skeletal mask when he entered the store corner of 

 
 
  
 



 

Oxford School Road and River Bend Road.  He was able to escape with money but not before a customer 
gave chase.  In addition to the skeletal mask, the suspect was wearing a tan hoodie style sweatshirt, 
camouflage pants and tennis shoes. -CRIME/SAFETY 
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1/15/2020 600 700 800 1:00 

Alexander County sheriff Chris Bowman is suggesting the county become a 2nd Amendment sanctuary 
county.  A proclamation being prepared by the sheriff says that public funds and county employees won’t be 
used to restrict 2nd Amendment rights.  The proclamation is on the county commission’s agenda for its 
meeting on Feb. 3. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

The Caldwell County Economic Development Commission held its 2019 Celebration Luncheon on Tuesday in 
Lenoir.  Dr. Mark Poarch received the Herman Anderson Award.  Poarch is President of Caldwell Community 
College and Technical Institute.  The Herman Anderson Award was established to recognize local leaders in 
economic development. Bernhardt Furniture received the Industry of the Year Award.  In 2019 the Lenoir 
based company marked 130 years in business and is now under its fourth generation of Bernhardt family 
leadership.  The company is very active in the community and has a foundation that supports a variety of local 
causes through volunteer efforts and financial support. -COMMUNITY 

1/15/2020 1500 1600 1700 1:00 

Alexander County sheriff Chris Bowman is suggesting the county become a 2nd Amendment sanctuary 
county.  A proclamation being prepared by the sheriff says that public funds and county employees won’t be 

 
 
  
 



 

used to restrict 2nd Amendment rights.  The proclamation is on the county commission’s agenda for its 
meeting on Feb. 3. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

The Caldwell County Economic Development Commission held its 2019 Celebration Luncheon on Tuesday in 
Lenoir.  Dr. Mark Poarch received the Herman Anderson Award.  Poarch is President of Caldwell Community 
College and Technical Institute.  The Herman Anderson Award was established to recognize local leaders in 
economic development. Bernhardt Furniture received the Industry of the Year Award.  In 2019 the Lenoir 
based company marked 130 years in business and is now under its fourth generation of Bernhardt family 
leadership.  The company is very active in the community and has a foundation that supports a variety of local 
causes through volunteer efforts and financial support. -COMMUNITY 

1/16/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

The City of Lenoir Police Department is launching a voluntary alarm registration program to help reduce the 
number of false alarm calls in the city.City of Lenoir Police Capt. Couby Stilwell said sending officers to false 
alarms takes up time that could be spent patrolling the city or answering other legitimate calls. He hopes the 
new Alarm Reduction Program will help reduce false alarm calls and help property owners as well.  Police are 
asking property owners with alarm systems to download, complete, and submit a form that can be found on the 
department’s website. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY 

Fire investigators with the Caldwell County Fire Marshal's Office say a vacant home that was heavily damaged 
this past Sunday appears to be of a suspicious nature.  The fire happened in the Little River Community on 
Sheriff’s Road.  The home was vacant at the time of the blaze early Sunday morning.  One Firefighter was 
injured while fighting the fire but is expected to be ok.  The Sheriff’s office and the Marshals Office say this 
continues to be an active investigation. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/SAFETY 

A chase that started in Burke County Wednesday afternoon ended near Hickory but not before speeds 
reached in excess of 100 miles per hour.   It all started when the driver sideswiped another car then ran from 
police.  Troopers were able perform a PIT  maneuver and get the car stopped.  The driver ran but was caught 
a short time later. -CRIME 

One person was killed in a Catawba County car accident Wednesday afternoon after the car landed upside 
down in Jacob’s Fork River.  62 year old Virginia Faye Rose of Hickory died in that crash.  According to the NC 
Hwy Patrol, Rose was driving on Greedy Highway when she lost control of the car, struck a bridge guardrail, 
overturned and landed in the river. -SAFETY 
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1/17/2020 600 700 800 1:30 

The Red, White and Blue Festival will not return to Catawba Meadows Park this year. But there will still be 
plenty of summer festivities to enjoy. The City will hold its annual free July 4th celebration featuring music, 
food, activities for kids, and a fireworks show at Catawba Meadows Park. The City decided to cancel the Red, 
White and Blue Festival after several years of declining attendance and revenue. At its peak, the festival made 
at least 60 percent of its expenses back in ticket and vending sales. By 2019, the festival was making back 
only 20 percent of the money it cost to put on. -COMMUNITY/FAMILY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

A new exhibit will be dedicated this weekend at the Hildebran Heritage Museum to honor Richmond and Ilean 
Good,  the former owners of the Al Hosiery Mill.  A ceremony will be held Sunday at 2pm to dedicate the 
exhibit which will feature a Scott and Williams knitting machine as well as other memorabilia.  Members of the 
Good family, including the couples son, Scott, will attend the dedication. -COMMUNITY 

Blue Ridge Energy urges members to prepare for forecasted cold weather by utilizing energy efficiency tips 
and resources. While January has been warmer than normal, forecasts indicate that northwest North Carolina 
will experience below average temperatures during the coming weeks. Cold temperatures can wreak havoc on 
your home’s ability to stay warm, causing stress to heating systems and leading to higher energy costs. Blue 
Ridge Energy always strives to help members stay ahead of high heating costs and keep bills as low as 
possible so the cooperative is recommending the following tips to help: -COMMUNITY/BUSINESS 

1/17/2020 1500 1600 1700 1:30 

The Red, White and Blue Festival will not return to Catawba Meadows Park this year. But there will still be 
plenty of summer festivities to enjoy. The City will hold its annual free July 4th celebration featuring music, 
food, activities for kids, and a fireworks show at Catawba Meadows Park. The City decided to cancel the Red, 
White and Blue Festival after several years of declining attendance and revenue. At its peak, the festival made 
at least 60 percent of its expenses back in ticket and vending sales. By 2019, the festival was making back 
only 20 percent of the money it cost to put on. -COMMUNITY/FAMILY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

A new exhibit will be dedicated this weekend at the Hildebran Heritage Museum to honor Richmond and Ilean 
Good,  the former owners of the Al Hosiery Mill.  A ceremony will be held Sunday at 2pm to dedicate the 

 
 
  
 



 

exhibit which will feature a Scott and Williams knitting machine as well as other memorabilia.  Members of the 
Good family, including the couples son, Scott, will attend the dedication. -COMMUNITY 

Blue Ridge Energy urges members to prepare for forecasted cold weather by utilizing energy efficiency tips 
and resources. While January has been warmer than normal, forecasts indicate that northwest North Carolina 
will experience below average temperatures during the coming weeks. Cold temperatures can wreak havoc on 
your home’s ability to stay warm, causing stress to heating systems and leading to higher energy costs. Blue 
Ridge Energy always strives to help members stay ahead of high heating costs and keep bills as low as 
possible so the cooperative is recommending the following tips to help: -COMMUNITY/BUSINESS 

1/20/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

A familiar name will be prominently displayed at the corner of Pine Mountain Road and Hickory Boulevard in 
Hudson as part of Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute’s efforts to provide a new training 
center for high-tech jobs.Previously home to a Rite Aid pharmacy and acquired by the college in 2019, the 
13,600-square-foot building will now be known as the Paul H. Broyhill Center for Advanced Technologies. The 
CCC&TI Board of Trustees approved the building name Wednesday at its regular monthly meeting in honor of 
Broyhill’s many years of support given to the institution and the community. -EDUCATION/COMMUNITY 

An investigation at a Hildebran home last week resulted in numerous charges. Larry Wayne Nance of Hickory 
was charged with trafficking in methamphetamine, possession with intent to sell and deliver, and possession of 
a firearm by a felon.  Agencies involved in the operation included the Burke County Sheriff's office and NC 
probation and parole. -CRIME 

Join community members for the annual Memory March from J.E. Broyhill Park to the City’s Martin Luther King 
Jr. Center followed by the MLK Day Celebration.  The Memory March will start at 1:30 p.m. at J.E. Broyhill 
Park, 509 Ridge St. NW, and end at the Martin Luther King Jr. Center.  Rev. Kim E. Moss from Lenoir will be 
the keynote speaker for the Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration, which starts at 2:00 p.m.Sponsored by the 
Lenoir Chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).Lenoir-Rhyne 
University’s Office of Multicultural Affairs will host the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebration today 
(January 20) at 10 a.m. in the P.E. Monroe Auditorium. This year’s guest speaker is noted pastor the Rev. 
David E. Roberts, II. Immediately following the program, attendees are invited to participate in the annual 
(NAACP) march. -COMMUNITY 

Are you interested in learning more about law enforcement to include patrol techniques, community policing, 
criminal investigation, firearms, or just want to become more familiar with the Hickory Police Department in 
general? Now is your opportunity! The 43rd session of the Hickory Police Department Citizens’ Police 
Academy (CPA) begins Thursday, March 19, 2020. Sessions are held at the department each Thursday from 
6:00 p.m. until 8:00pm, concluding on May 21, 2020, with a graduation from the academy. 
-COMMUNITY/EDUCATION/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  
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Contractors will be working in several areas around Morganton today and Wednesday to install iTracker Smart 
Wastewater Sensors for the City’s wastewater system. These sensors will monitor inflow and infiltration in the 
City’s wastewater system.Crews from Duke’s Root Control will be working in the areas of Curtis Street, Butler 
Street, Linville Street Center Street and several other areas.  Citizens should not be worried if they see workers 
installing the inflow and infiltration detection devices in these areas.No interruption to water service is expected 
as a result of this work. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/BUSINESS  

Authorities in Lincoln County are asking for the public’s help in locating a missing 16 year old girl.  Kylie Felice 
Almstead was last seen at her home on Asbury Church Road this past Friday.  She is a white female with 
brown hair and green eyes. She stands 4 feet, 11 inches tall and weighs about 125 pounds.She could be 
wearing gray sweatpants, a hoodie and black and white shoes. She has several piercings on her ears and 
nose. -COMMUNITY/SAFETY/YOUTH 

Jakime Raheim Whiteside, 26, of Hudson, will serve an active prison sentence of six to eight years following 
his conviction for felony trafficking methamphetamine and possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. 
-CRIME 

The Lenoir / Caldwell County Crime Stoppers need your assistance in solving the following crimes: Anyone 
who has any information regarding these crimes or any other crime is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 
(828)758-8300. A cash reward will be paid to anyone with information leading to the arrest of criminals or the 

 
 
  
 



 

recovery of property or illegal narcotics.You do not have to reveal your name. CRIME STOPPERS is a 
community program operated by citizens of Caldwell County which involves the public in the fight against 
crime. The CRIME STOPPERS phone line is operated 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
-CRIME/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
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A missing teenager from Lincoln County has been located and is safe.  Authorities say 16 year old Kylie Felice 
Almstead is safe and is back home after being located in Catawba County on Tuesday afternoon.  She had 
gone missing from her home on Friday. -YOUTH/SAFETY 

A Vale man was placed under nearly a $250,000 bond after Hickory Police arrested him recently.  James 
Notheisen faces a long list of charges including possession of a firearm by a felon, carrying a concealed gun, 
possession with intent to manufacture, sell, or deliver methamphetamine; and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.  Notheisen was also served with bills of indictment for possession with intent to sell or deliver 
schedule II & schedule VI controlled substances. His initial bond was set at bond set at $248,000, secured.  He 
was scheduled for a first appearance yesterday in Catawba County. -CRIME 

An Iredell county teen is facing charges after a woman reported she had discovered an electronic video 
recording device hidden in her home.  18 year old Cody Daniel Wells of Statesville is charged with five counts 

 
 
  
 



 

of felony secret peeping.  The incidents allegedly occurred between Jan. 1st and Dec. 20th of last year. 
-CRIME 

Tuesday night Catawba County Commissioners decided to follow the lead of several other surrounding 
counties and voted to make the county a 2nd amendment sanctuary.  Catawba County commissioners worded 
the resolution a little differently naming the county as a Constitutional Rights Protected County.   Recently 
other counties have taken the same action which essentially means no new gun laws would be upheld.  The 
other counties include Alexander, Cleveland,, Lincoln and Union counties have approved similar resolutions. 
-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
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Polar Plunge on Saturday, February 29, 2020 to benefit the Special Olympics of North Carolina. The event will 
be held at the Wittenburg Wildlife Access on Lake Hickory. Registration will begin at 11:00am with the actual 
plunge being at 1:00pm. A minimum donation is required to take the plunge; $50 regular or for $30 students. 
-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY 

Foothills Conservancy of NC has announced the purchase of land along Jacob Fork River in Catawba County 
that will be used for new outdoor recreational activities the public can enjoy.  The  68 acres of woodlands and 
former pasturelands near Finger Bridge was recently purchased by the conservancy and it will transfer the 
property to North Carolina State Parks, which will manage public river access for recreational activities like 

 
 
  
 



 

paddling and fishing. This includes the planned installation of a canoe launch for paddlers to utilize this stretch 
of scenic river. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY 

A Hickory man had to be hospitalized after someone forced their way inside his home and robbed and severely 
beat him.  The armed suspect knocked 72 year old Charles Linebarger unconscious as he tried to fight back. 
The robber took Linebarger’s wallet long with money he had to pay his rent.  Hickory police ask anyone with 
information to contact them. -CRIME/SAFETY 

Brandy Nicole Davis was scheduled to appear in Burke County Superior Court for sentencing on Wednesday, 
January 22, 2020. Davis along with Scott Hemphill, Brian Robinson and Icey Gooden were arrested for their 
involvement in two murders which were reported on September 18, 2016. -CRIME 
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Polar Plunge on Saturday, February 29, 2020 to benefit the Special Olympics of North Carolina. The event will 
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plunge being at 1:00pm. A minimum donation is required to take the plunge; $50 regular or for $30 students. 
-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY 
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1/27/2020 600 700 800 2:00  

An Alexander County Schools teacher has been charged after allegedly assaulting and striking a student with 
disabilities.  Dottie Lynn Bailey is charged with misdemeanor assault on a handicapped person.  According to 
reports, Bailey forcefully grabbed the student by her arm and spanked her bottom.  Bailey turned herself in and 
has a court date of Feb. 24th. -CRIME/YOUTH/EDUCATION  

Fire investigators say they have not been able to determine the cause of a fatal fire on January 9th in Granite 
Falls, but it is thought to have been accidental.  56 year old David Shawn Dewey died trying to escape the 
blaze.  The fire on Woods Drive started in the living room and there were multiple electrical components 
nearby as well as combustible materials near a heating source but the exact cause could not be pinned down. 
His son, David Dewey II was able to escape the home. -SAFETY  

 
 
  
 



 

A Burke County woman charged for her involvement in a murder case has turned herself in. Brandy Nicole 
Davis was scheduled to appear in Burke County Superior Court for sentencing on Wednesday, January 22 but 
failed to show.   Davis along with Scott Hemphill, Brian Robinson and Icey Gooden were arrested for their 
involvement in two murders which were reported on September 18, 2016.   She was charged with 2 counts (2 
Counts) F- Accessory After the Fact.  She is being held in the Burke County Jail under no bond. awaiting a 
Feb. 17th court appearance. -CRIME/SAFETY  

A suspect wanted for a Hickory murder last Thursday has turned himself in on Sunday. 22-year-old Jalen 
Jakee Witherspoon is charged with first-degree murder. Witherspoon is alleged to have killed Andres Osvaldo 
Moscotte last Thursday night at a home on 22nd St. NE.  Police believe the motive was robbery.  A woman 
who was at the home at the time said the suspect wore a mask covering his mouth and nose and also took a 
Mercedes Benz from the home which was found wrecked a short time later. -CRIME/SAFETY  
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After 28 years of dutiful service to the citizens of Morganton, Public Safety Chief Ronnie Rector will retire on 
February 1. A retirement reception will be held for Rector on Friday, February 7, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
at the Morganton Community House. The public is invited. -COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

Police in Lincoln County are asking for the public’s help in locating a Denver man who hasn’t been seen since 
Jan. 16th.  38 year old Rene Garcia Gomez has a medical condition and requires daily medication but did not 

 
 
  
 



 

take it with him.  Gomez drives a gray 2004 Mitsubishi Endeavor and could possibly be around the Hickory 
area.  He was last seen wearing a gray hoodie, blue sweatpants and black sneakers. -COMMUNITY/SAFETY 

Human remains discovered in a wooded area of Caldwell County may be those of a man missing since late 
last year.  61 year old Danny James Garvin was reported missing on January 24th, but had not contacted 
family since August according to reports.  Over this past weekend police discovered remains in an area off 
Boone Fork Road. north of Lenoir.  The medical examiner's office will have to make a positive identification and 
determine the cause of death. -CRIME/SAFETY 
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On Jan. 28, Foothills Conservancy of North Carolina acquired 330 acres of the Oak Hill Community Park and 
Forest project, the first of a two-part acquisition process that is expected to total 651 acres when complete. 
Foothills Conservancy continues to raise funds to acquire the second, 321-acre portion of the property by May 
2020. -COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

A major road in Lincoln County is reopened after being closed nearly all night due to a fatal accident.  The 
accident happened on Highway 16 when a car pulled into the path of a tanker truck loaded with fuel.  The 
tanker caught fire and flames spread to nearby grass and a creek.  The tanker truck driver was killed. 
-SAFETY/CRIME  

Newton Police are investigating an accident Tuesday morning that killed one person and injured 3 others.  The 
crash happened in the 500 block of Thornburg Dr. SE, Conover. When officers arrived they discovered a 
vehicle on its side in a wooded area. The driver was airlifted to Atrium Health’s Carolinas Medical Center in 
Charlotte.. Two passengers were transported to Catawba Valley Medical Center via Catawba County EMS and 
later flown to Atrium Health’s Carolinas Medical Center. All three patients have major injuries. The third 
passenger was pronounced deceased at the scene by emergency personnel. -CRIME/SAFETY  

MCNC, the non-profit operator of the North Carolina Research and Education Network (NCREN), today 
announced a collaboration with Facebook to make high-speed broadband available to nearly 30 Community 

 
 
  
 



 

Anchor Institutions (CAIs) in the western North Carolina counties of Rutherford, Burke, Caldwell, Wilkes, and 
Surry. -BUSINESS/COMMUNITY  

Drivers in Granite Falls are being asked to exercise caution and patience as The NC Department of 
Transportation continues to make improvements around the Duke Street and US 321 A area.  That intersection 
is now closed and motorists will have to use a new traffic pattern which includes a roundabout.  The project 
started in 2017 and this is the final phase.  Work should continue in the area for the next couple of weeks. 
-SAFETY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
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Drivers in Granite Falls are being asked to exercise caution and patience as The NC Department of 
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1/30/2020 600 700 800 1:30  

A Lincoln County man is facing additional charges in connection to an incident in April of last year. 53 year old 
Donnie Harris Lane was originally charged with statutory rape and indecent liberties with a minor. On 
Wednesday,  Lane turned himself in on additional charges of felony first-degree kidnapping, felony sexual 
activity and felony child abuse involving a sex act. -CRIME/SAFETY 

 
 
  
 



 

**UPDATE 1-29-2020** Hickory – The Hickory Police Department is requesting the public’s assistance to 
identify a second suspect connected to the murder of Andres Osvaldo Moscotte on Thursday, January 23, 
2020. Anyone with information or who might be able to identify the suspect in the photos is asked to contact 
the Hickory Police Department. -CRIME/SAFETY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

A second person has died from injuries suffered in a car accident Tuesday morning on Thornburg Dr., SE in 
Newton.   two of the surviving occupants of the crash are still listed in critical condition at Atrium Health 
Carolinas Medical Center. The front passenger, identified as 84 year old Alice Ann Deneault of Newton, 
passed away Wednesday at Atrium Health Carolinas Medical Center.  84 year old Lee Maynard Greiner of 
Newton was also killed.   Two of the surviving occupants of the crash are still listed in critical condition at 
Atrium Health Carolinas Medical Center. -COMMUNITY/CRIME 
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The Caldwell County School System is one of 15 school districts statewide that was recently awarded grant 
monies under the Coding and Mobile App Development Grant Program launched in 2017 with funding from the 
North Carolina General Assembly. Caldwell County Schools received grant funds in the amount of 
$46,040.Amy Philyaw, Director of STEM Education, led the effort in securing the grant funds for the Caldwell 
County Schools. Her proposal uses Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) activities through a 
mobile STEM Center that will be utilized by middle school students. -EDUCATION/YOUTH 

The Historic Morganton Festival, Inc. won two major awards at the North Carolina Association of Festivals and 
Events ShowFest Conference in Charlotte January 26 and 27. The North Carolina Association of Festivals and 
Events comprises almost 200 festivals and events and serves as a year-round forum for Festival and Event 
coordinators, key volunteers, and vendors to the industry. Maureen Austin won The Betsy Roseman Volunteer 
of the Year Award, and the Morganton Festival won the Best Non-print Media Award for its 30 second 
commercial produced by Motion Media. -COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

 
 
  
 



 

  

A Historic Catawba County bridge is scheduled to reopen this weekend after it was damaged by heavy rains 
and flooding.  The Bunker Hill covered bridge in Claremont has been closed to the public for a year while 
repairs have been made and it is slated to reopen on Saturday. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/SAFETY  

 A Gastonia woman is facing several charges after a 3 year old child was found nude, riding a bike around 
12:30am Thursday morning.  Police said the child told them he didn’t know where he lived.  A short time later, 
32 year old Melinda Johnson was arrested and is charged with child abuse. -SAFETY/CRIME 
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2/03/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

Caldwell County Schools Superintendent Donald Phipps recently announced that Nine Caldwell County 
schools will use telemedicine technology to boost health and student performance in an expansion of the 
Health-e-Schools Telemedicine Program.   The innovative project will begin its pilot phase today at Hudson 
Elementary, Hudson Middle, West Lenoir Elementary, Gamewell Middle, Gateway, Granite Falls Elementary, 
Granite Falls Middle, Horizons, and Gamewell Elementary Schools. Health-e-Schools is a group that 
encompasses school districts in five western and two far eastern rural North Carolina counties and is a division 
of the Center for Rural Health Innovation. -EDUCATION/YOUTH 

Tony Lowdermilk was sworn in as Interim Chief of Morganton Public Safety during a ceremony at Morganton 
City Hall Friday, January 31. Lowdermilk was promoted to Interim Chief from the rank of Major of Support 
Services. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/SAFETY 

 
 
  
 



 

The brief winter weather on Friday claimed one life in the area.  48-year-old Thrana Charmane Frye of Iron 
Station was killed in an accident in Lincoln County that the Highway Patrol is calling weather related. The 
accident happened just after noon Friday on Bethel Church Road, near Business 321. A dump truck towing a 
large flatbed trailer was entering a sharp curve when the trailer slid across the center line and collided with a 
car being driven by Frye. The dump truck driver was not injured. -SAFETY  

Caldwell County Commissioners are expected to be next in line to vote on a proposed resolution to make the 
county a 2nd Amendment Sanctuary during its regular meeting tonight.  The resolution states  the Caldwell 
County Board of Commissioners wishes to express its intent to stand as a Sanctuary County for Second 
Amendment rights and to oppose any efforts to unconstitutionally restrict such rights.  Several counties around 
the area have already voted to become 2nd Amendment Sanctuary Counties. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  

North Carolina-based specialty grocer Earth Fare has announced the closing of its nearly 50 stores which 
includes a Boone location. The Asheville company cited challenges in the retail industry in a press release 
announcing the closure. The organic and natural foods grocery chain said it will start discounting its inventory 
in all of its stores. -BUSINESS 

Morganton Public Safety officers are asking for the public’s help for information about a hit and run accident 
around 6:30  Sunday evening.  A bicyclist was struck on Independence Blvd by what is believed to have been 
a dark colored truck.  The truck may have a broken headlight and some damage to the front end.  No 
information was available about the extent of the bicyclists injuries but they were transported to the hospital by 
Burke County EMS.  Anyone with information is asked to contact Morganton Public Safety department. 
-SAFETY/CRIME 
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Amendment rights and to oppose any efforts to unconstitutionally restrict such rights.  Several counties around 
the area have already voted to become 2nd Amendment Sanctuary Counties. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  

North Carolina-based specialty grocer Earth Fare has announced the closing of its nearly 50 stores which 
includes a Boone location. The Asheville company cited challenges in the retail industry in a press release 
announcing the closure. The organic and natural foods grocery chain said it will start discounting its inventory 
in all of its stores. -BUSINESS 

Morganton Public Safety officers are asking for the public’s help for information about a hit and run accident 
around 6:30  Sunday evening.  A bicyclist was struck on Independence Blvd by what is believed to have been 
a dark colored truck.  The truck may have a broken headlight and some damage to the front end.  No 
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The 2020 census is just around the corner and workers are needed to assist. NC Works will hold a job fair 
today for people looking for some temporary employment over the next few months.  The job fair will be in 
Morganton at the Morganton Heights shopping Center at 635 Fleming Drive from 10am until 6pm today. 
-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/EMPLOYMENT  

A Valdese man will spend 28 to 35 years in prison following his conviction for second-degree murder during 
Burke County Superior Court on Monday, February 3, 2020.Jeremy Shayne Baldridge  pleaded guilty to the 
charge just eight months after the shooting death of 18-year-old Caitlyn Alexis Truax. Baldridge shot and killed 
Truax, his former girlfriend, at her residence on June 3, 2019. -CRIME 

Authorities in Caldwell County are searching for an inmate who went missing from his work release assignment 
Monday Afternoon.  Kevin Adams, 47, was last seen around 1:15 p.m. on Cranberry Road in Lenoir.  He has 
brown hair, blue eyes and is about 6 feet, 4 inches, weighing about 202 pounds.  Adams has tattoos on his 
chest, arms and right wrist.  Anyone who sees Adams should call the Caldwell Correctional Center at 
828-726-2509 or the Caldwell County Sheriff’s Office at 828-754-1518. -CRIME 

  

Caldwell County Commissioners unanimously passed a resolution Monday night naming the County an 2nd 
Amendment Sanctuary.  The county joins several others in the area in the symbolic vote basically stating they 
will not enforce or recognize any new laws that would restrict gun rights. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
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Caldwell Animal Control recently released euthanasia rates for 2019, and the numbers have dropped 
substantially over the last four years. In 2016, 67 percent of animals turned over to Animal Control were 
euthanized. In 2019, the number dropped to 36 percent. The community has also helped Animal Control 
through their willingness to hold onto animals they wish to surrender until space becomes available either 
through adoption or rescue. -COMMUNITY 

Christopher Eugene McCrary, 39, of Conover, received an active prison sentence of five to seven years 
following his conviction for two counts of larceny of motor vehicle, larceny after breaking and entering, and 
first-degree burglary. -CRIME 

A Catawba man will serve an active prison sentence of six to eight years following his conviction for trafficking 
opiates by transportation during Catawba County Superior Court on Tuesday, February 4, 2020. Ellis Eugene 
Anderson, 58, was given the prison term by the Honorable Gregory R. Hayes, Superior Court Judge from 
Catawba County, after he pleaded guilty to the offense. Anderson also will have to pay a mandatory fine of 
$50,000. -CRIME 

  

Authorities are investigating a home invasion and sexual assault that was reported Tuesday morning in the 
town of Catawba.  According to reports. a man forced his way into a home on 2nd St. SE around 6:30 Tuesday 
morning and sexually assaulted a woman inside the home.  The victim was transported to the hospital.  No 
arrests have been made in the case. -CRIME 

Winter School Supply Drive February 1 – 15. Lenoir, NC, February 4, 2020 – Teacher Treasures: A Resource 
Center is requesting the support of all Caldwell County residents and businesses through a Winter School 
Supply Drive benefiting Caldwell County Schools. Caldwell County classrooms are in need of supplies, 
including cleaning products to help keep our students healthy. -EDUCATION/COMMUNITY 

Burke County Deputies were dispatched to 4520 Fox's Dr., Connelly Springs, on February 1, 2020, at 
approximately 4:45 p.m. regarding the possibility of three deaths. Deputies found three individuals inside a 
camper with a 50-year-old deceased white male. Two other persons, a 33-year-old white female and a 
27-year-old male were treated at the scene and then transported to the hospital by Burke County EMS. Burke 
County Sheriff’s Office detectives were called to the scene along with a Burke County medical examiner. A 

 
 
  
 



 

portable propane tank and used needles were found inside the camper. The body of the deceased male was 
transported for additional tests. The investigation is continuing with the toxicology results expected within two 
months. -CRIME 
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following his conviction for two counts of larceny of motor vehicle, larceny after breaking and entering, and 
first-degree burglary. -CRIME 

A Catawba man will serve an active prison sentence of six to eight years following his conviction for trafficking 
opiates by transportation during Catawba County Superior Court on Tuesday, February 4, 2020. Ellis Eugene 
Anderson, 58, was given the prison term by the Honorable Gregory R. Hayes, Superior Court Judge from 
Catawba County, after he pleaded guilty to the offense. Anderson also will have to pay a mandatory fine of 
$50,000. -CRIME  

Authorities are investigating a home invasion and sexual assault that was reported Tuesday morning in the 
town of Catawba.  According to reports. a man forced his way into a home on 2nd St. SE around 6:30 Tuesday 
morning and sexually assaulted a woman inside the home.  The victim was transported to the hospital.  No 
arrests have been made in the case. -CRIME 

Winter School Supply Drive February 1 – 15. Lenoir, NC, February 4, 2020 – Teacher Treasures: A Resource 
Center is requesting the support of all Caldwell County residents and businesses through a Winter School 
Supply Drive benefiting Caldwell County Schools. Caldwell County classrooms are in need of supplies, 
including cleaning products to help keep our students healthy. -EDUCATION/COMMUNITY 

Burke County Deputies were dispatched to 4520 Fox's Dr., Connelly Springs, on February 1, 2020, at 
approximately 4:45 p.m. regarding the possibility of three deaths. Deputies found three individuals inside a 
camper with a 50-year-old deceased white male. Two other persons, a 33-year-old white female and a 
27-year-old male were treated at the scene and then transported to the hospital by Burke County EMS. Burke 
County Sheriff’s Office detectives were called to the scene along with a Burke County medical examiner. A 
portable propane tank and used needles were found inside the camper. The body of the deceased male was 
transported for additional tests. The investigation is continuing with the toxicology results expected within two 
months. -CRIME 

2/06/2020 600 700 800 1:30  

Police in the town of Catawba have released a description of the man they say forced himself inside a home 
on 2nd St. SE  early Tuesday morning and sexually assaulted a woman.  They say the suspect is an African 
american male in his mid 30s to early 40s,, Approximately 6 ft tall with facial hair and was dressed in casual 

 
 
  
 



 

clothing and a toboggan.  Police did say persons of interest have been and continued to be interviewed. 
-CRIME/SAFETY 

Heavy rain in the Catawba Valley area today could lead to some flooding, especially in low lying areas.  The 
National weather service has issued a Flash Flood Watch for our area until around midnight tonight.  Total 
rainfall through this evening could total as much as 2 to 4 inches in some areas.  A few storms are also 
possible and some trees could fall causing power outages and other issues.  Stay tuned to your radio 
throughout the day for the latest and any additional watches or warnings. -SAFETY 

The Burke County Emergency Operations Center wants to make Burke County residents aware of local 
roadways with reports of possible high water.Please proceed with extreme caution on all local roads and when 
you see standing water, please remember to turn around, don’t drown. -SAFETY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
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Severe weather and heavy rain made its way across the Catawba Valley area today causing major flooding, 
downed trees, numerous accidents, and most all school systems dismissed students early. Some spotty power 
outages were also reported.   Catawba County, Burke County as well as the City of Hickory and Conover have 
declared a State of Emergency due to the flooding and damage left behind.  Some residents had to be 
evacuated due to rising waters and a sinkhole.  That prompted the American Red Cross to open a shelter at 
Catawba Valley Community College,  Numerous roads across Caldwell and Burke Counties were also under 
water,  Some roads remain closed and police remind you do not drive around barricades and never try to drive 
through standing water.  Area rivers are also continuing to run very high and may overflow their banks. 
Several tornadoes were reported to have touched down in Cleveland, Gaston, and Cabarrus counties causing 
damage to homes and snapping trees.  We have compiled a list of closings and cancellations along with 
helpful links about road closings you can find on our Kicks 103.3 Facebook page.  A flood watch remains in 
effect until later tonight and more rain is possible before things begin to clear out after midnight -SAFETY 
 

Due to flooding and heavy rain, Caldwell County Schools will operate on a 2 hour delay Friday, February 7, 
2020.  Please exercise caution and drive safely. Burke County Public Schools will operate on a 2 hour delay 
for students and staff on Friday. Hickory Public Schools will operate on a 2 hour delay Friday. CVCC will open 
at 10am Friday. Catawba County Schools 2 hour delay Friday. -SAFETY/EDUCATION 

ROADWAYS AND HIGH WATER UPDATE IN BURKE COUNTY. Please proceed with extreme caution on all 
local roads and when you see standing water, please remember to turn around, don’t drown. 

Updated road issues: 

East Meadow Trail road is closed (road is washed out) 

Additional roads to avoid due to high water: 

 
 
  
 



 

Antioch Road near bridge (High water) 

Bost Road near bridge (High water) -SAFETY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

2/07/2020 600 700 800 1:30  

Clean up and damage assessment will continue today after heavy rains and strong storms blew through the 
area Thursday.  A number of roads remained closed this morning due to flooding, debris, or damage to the 
roadway.  Police remind you to not drive around barricades and never try to drive through water across the 
road. Some streams and rivers in the area are continuing to run very high, especially Johns River and Lake 
Rhodhiss, A few more showers are possible this morning and a Flood Warning remains in effect until 10:15 for 
Southwestern Caldwell and Central Burke.   Schools across the area delayed the start of classes for students. 
Power outages were also a problem this morning but the outages were not widespread.  As of this morning, 
Catawba County and Burke County as well as the City of Hickory and Conover have all declared a State of 
Emergency due to the flooding and damage left behind.  Some residents in Catawba County had to be 
evacuated due to rising waters and a sinkhole.  That prompted the American Red Cross to open a temporary 
shelter at Catawba Valley Community College which has since closed.  -SAFETY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

On Thursday, February 6, 2020 information was developed to reference the location of Steven Razelle 
Staples; b/m/30 YOA of Charlotte, NC. Staples was located and apprehended in Charlotte, NC by the U.S. 
Marshals with the assistance of Charlotte Mecklenburg Police Department. Staples was served with a warrant 
for arrest for the First Degree Murder of Andres Osvaldo Moscotte that occurred on January 23, 2020. Staples 
is being held under no bond at the Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office Detention Center. -CRIME 
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The City of Morganton’s Electric Services Department recently won two 2019 Public Power Awards of 
Excellence.  ElectriCities awarded Morganton the Wholesale Power Cost Award for providing competitive and 
stable wholesale electric rates for its customers. Additionally, the City’s Electric Services Department was 
recognized for effectively conducting load management at its power substations, and implementing power 
saving measures, such as installing LED lights,and  fault current indicators throughout its system.  Morganton 
is one of 20 public power communities across the state that received Public Power Awards of Excellence this 
year. ElectriCities is a membership organization including public power communities in North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Virginia. There are 92 public power communities across these three states that are members of 
ElectriCities. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  

Three people have been arrested in connection to a riot that led to injuries and a QT convenience store being 
ransacked.  Video posted on Facebook by participants and bystanders helped lead to the arrests.  The three 
who were arrested over the weekend were all from Gastonia and have been released from jail awaiting court 
dates.  They face numerous charges including larceny and inciting a riot.  More arrests are expected. -CRIME 

The search for a Cleveland County girl that was 9 years old at the time of her disappearance, still continues, 
nearly 20 years later.  Asha Degree disappeared from her home on Valentines Day of 2000 and has not been 
seen since.  Over the weekend, family, friends, and community members near Caesar gathered for a walk at 
Mulls memorial Baptist Church to remember her and pray they will find out what happened to her. 
-COMMUNITY/SAFETY/CRIME 
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The search for a Cleveland County girl that was 9 years old at the time of her disappearance, still continues, 
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With more rain in the forecast this week, Duke Energy says its meteorologists are keeping a close eye on the 
forecast and the possibility of more flooding.  Moderate to isolated heavy rainfall will likely occur Monday night 
through the day on Tuesday. Wednesday should be light rain with another front moving through the area on 
Thursday with more rain and possibly a heavy line of rainfall as a part of this.  Over the next 4 days, the Upper 
 
 
  
 



 

Catawba area could likely see 3 to 4 inches of rainfall. As we are all aware, this past week’s rainfall has filled 
all the basins of the Catawba.   Hydro Operations has continued to move water through the system as 
aggressively as possible.   Not having as much room in the large storage basins may create a more 
challenging situation as we look at potential high water along the Upper Catawba. 
-COMMUNITY/BUSINESS/SAFETY 

2/11/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

Lenoir-Rhyne University has announced another partnership with the City of Hickory that will help keep 
students and faculty more safe.  The University and the Hickory Police Department will place officers on 
campus full time beginning in February. Other recent collaborations include improved crosswalks and 
enhanced lighting around campus. The HPD officers will join LR’s 10 security officers in providing 24-hour 
coverage to campus. The initial agreement features a three-year contract with up to four HPD officers assigned 
full time to the LR campus beginning in February and fully staffed by August. In response to the partnership. 
The Security Department at Lenoir-Rhyne University is being renamed the Department of Public Safety. 
-EDUCATION/YOUTH/SAFETY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

The City of Morganton has announced details for its 26th Annual ACC Chili Cookoff coming up in March.  The 
event will be held March 26th at The Morganton Community House from 11am until 1:30pm. The cookoff 
features over a dozen chili recipes to sample!  All are welcome to enter their chili in the cookoff.  Prizes will be 
given for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners.   For info on how to enter visit downtownmorganton.com.  Tickets 
are also available online or at the main street office on West Union Street.  Proceeds for this event go to 
sponsor the various projects that are supported by the Downtown Development Association such as the annual 
Halloween Downtown Trick or Treating and Costume Contest and the annual Christmas Parade. 
-COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  

An inmate who went missing from a work assignment in Caldwell County has been captured in Pennsylvania. 
Pennsylvania State Police received a tip and located 47 year old  Kevin Adams in the Town of Bedford last 
Friday.   Adams had walked away from a work assignment on Cranberry Road in Lenoir on Feb. 3rd.  He was 
serving a 3 year sentence for obtaining property under false pretenses but now faces escape charges when he 
is returned to Caldwell County. -CRIME 

Drumroll please…check out the 2020 TGIF Summer Concert Lineup! Get ready for another season of dancing 
under the stars on the Courthouse Square in Downtown Morganton. Dust off your lawn chair and blanket 
because TGIF will be here before you know it. This year’s Concert Season includes 13 bands over the course 
of three months performing each Friday from 7-10pm. -COMMUNITY 
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A high speed chase over the weekend ended when the suspect crashed in Alexander County.  Police say the 
chase reached speeds in excess of 120 miles per hour and involved multiple agencies.  38-year old Tamara 
Danielle Vaughan of Louisville, Kentucky, faces numerous charges including felony flee to elude arrest and 
reckless driving to endanger.   She was also wanted on outstanding warrants from Kentucky that include failure 
to appear, and was being held in the Alexander County Detention Center under a secured bond of $255,500. 
She’s scheduled to appear in District Court in Taylorsville March 2 -CRIME 

One-Stop (Early) Voting for the 2020 Primary Election in North Carolina and Caldwell County begins on 
Thursday, February13, and continues through Saturday, February 29. Hours for One-Stop (Early) Voting will 
be Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Voters can cast their ballots 
at the Caldwell County Resource Center, 120 Hospital Avenue in Lenoir, or the Shuford Recreation Center, 56 
Pinewood Road in Granite Falls. A picture ID will not be required to vote in the Primary Election. Citizens can 
register to vote and cast their ballot at the one-stop sites. -COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

On Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at approximately 3:09 p.m., Hickory Officers responded to a robbery at the 
First Citizens Bank located at 1862 Hwy 70 SE. During the incident, a white male subject entered the bank, 
proceeded to the counter, displayed a handgun and demanded money from a bank teller. After receiving an 
undisclosed amount of money, he exited the business and fled on foot. The subject is described as being a 
White male, early 40s with scruffy facial hair. Suspect was wearing a gray long-sleeve shirt, blue jeans and a 
black toboggan covering his face. -CRIME/SAFETY 

It was a Great Gatsby evening at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center as The Caldwell Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated 100 years of business and announced the L.A. Dysart Award winners. The room was filled with 
Chamber and community members in their flapper dresses and glad rags! The L.A. Dysart Award; an award 
that recognizes individuals who exhibit extraordinary citizenship within their community through their service 
endeavors was presented to George Crowell Jr. and Carol Deal; the award was presented to the recipients by 
 
 
  
 



 

former winners Ron Beane and Dr. Caryl Burns. A special Visionary Award was presented to Kathy Carroll by 
Ann Smith. An Ambassador of the year award was given to Kenzie Edmisten Triplett, presented by past 
recipient Amber Myles. -COMMUNITY/BUSINESS 
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2/13/2020 600 700 800 1:30 

Lenoir Police Department Chaplain Larry Smith, was recently presented the key to the city by Mayor Joe 
Gibbons. Smith worked as a telecommunicator for the department for several years, and he has served as a 
Volunteer Chaplain since 2004. Smith and his wife plan to move out of the area later this year, so he will no 
longer be able to serve as a Chaplain. Mayor Gibbons presented the Key to the City and a resolution to Smith 
during the regular City Council meeting. Smith was the first African-American Chaplain for the Lenoir Police 
Department. -COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

We have some more information about the armed robbery at a Burke County Dollar General yesterday.   The 
store clerk reported as she was reporting to work at the businesses located on NC 18 near George Hildebran 
School Road, and was unlocking the front door, a man came up behind her and demanded money from a 

 
 
  
 



 

safe.. The subject took an undisclosed amount of U.S. currency and the surveillance camera’s computer hard 
drive before leaving the store in a small passenger vehicle. The clerk was not injured. Anyone with any 
information is asked to call the Burke County Sheriff’s Office at 828-438-5500 or Morganton/Burke 
Crimestoppers at 828-437-3333. All Crimestoppers tips are anonymous, and anyone with information leading 
an arrest may receive a cash reward.-CRIME 

A Morganton woman is facing embezzlement charges from her former employer.  Burke County Sheriff's 
detectives charged Mychel Pendley Heffner wirth Embezzlement of Property by Office or Employment   Heffner 
was former treasurer for International Cesarean Network (ICAN)  The non profit provided Detectives with 
numerous items showing that approximately $26,119.00 had been taken.   Hefner admitted that she had been 
misusing funds and had attempted to pay back some of the monies. She told detectives that she had also 
admitted this to the board of directors and advised them she would pay back the funds. She was placed under 
a $1000.000 bond. -CRIME 
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A temporary free store will open up in Morganton this weekend.  The Burke County chapter of Lets Act Army, a 
local non profit, will open the store today and Saturday at the Collett Street Recreation Center.  Residents are 
encouraged to visit the store and take what they need at no charge.  The Organization will also be accepting 
donations over the next two days of items like nonperishable food, toys, clothing, baby items, and household 
items. -BUSINESS/COMMUNITY 

 
 
  
 



 

A woman cleaning out the attic of a home in Alexander County Thursday afternoon got quite a surprise when 
she found a live grenade.  A bomb squad from Wilkes County was called in to handle the situation.  Nowword 
on where it came from or how long it may have been there. -SAFETY  

An Iredell County man was arrested earlier this week and is facing several charges after following an 
investigation by the Iredell County Sheriff's Department.Jessie Glass Jr., 46, was charged with six counts of 
felony third-degree sexual exploitation of a minor.  Police said a search turned up numerous images of child 
pornography on electronic devices inside the home.  authorities said the investigation began after speaking 
with several witnesses.   Glass is being held with bail set at $100,000. -CRIME 
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A car, which the driver thought was in park, but was not, struck a local daycare building Friday morning in 
Conover.  According to reports, the driver pulled into a parking spot at KinderCare Child Care Center on Rock 
Barn Road NE and after she got out the car rolled forward hitting the building causing some damage but no 
injuries. -CRIME/SAFETY 
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Residents of Newton have an opportunity soon to learn more about the Police department and how it operates 
in the community.  A free Citizens Police Academy will run for six consecutive Mondays beginning April 20 and 
ending May 25. Registration forms are available at www.newtonnc.gov/policeacademy and at the Newton 
Police Department, 411 North Main Ave. Participants are required to register by April 10. 
-COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  

An urn which included human remains was found in a wooded area in Lincoln County last week, but has since 
been returned to the rightful person.  The urn, along with several other items had been stolen last October after 
a home break in.  Police had released a picture of the urn and it was identified and returned to the burglary 
victim. -CRIME  

The City of Lenoir and the Unifour Consortium will hold a public meeting on Tuesday to give the public an 
opportunity to comment for the Consolidated Plan for the City and the Consortium.  The plan is to identify 
needs, outline goals, and develop action plans for the use of Community Development Block Grant funds for 

 
 
  
 



 

the next five years.  The meeting will be at 6pm Tuesday in the Council Chambers of the Caldwell County 
Office Building. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY  

 Fire investigators near Crowders Mountain in Gaston County are working to determine what caused a fire that 
destroyed a home early this morning.  According to reports, multiple departments were called to the home on 
Linwood Road during the early morning hours.  No word on if anyone was injured and no other information was 
immediately available. -SAFETY 

Caldwell County Schools and Hudson Police have issued statements concerning threatening social media 
messages directed at the school district, particularly Hudson Middle school.  The school district said in a press 
release that the social media account where the postings came from has been identified as coming from out of 
state and the threats do not appear to be credible.  However, additional police presence may be seen on and 
around school campuses on Tuesday for increased safety and security.  Local law enforcement is working 
closely with federal authorities to identify the person responsible.  Students are encouraged to continue to 
report any disturbing or dangerous messages they may see online. -CRIME/SAFETY/YOUTH/EDUCATION 

On February 14, 2020, the Hickory police administration was made aware of multiple police vehicles and 
several civilian vehicles that had sustained damage due to nails in tires. Over fifty black ½” metal tacks were 
located in employee parking access areas and public parking access at the police department. Police are 
currently submitting video footage to our digital forensic lab for review. The administration is confident that 
images will be retrieved of the suspect or their vehicle to aid in identification. -SAFETY/CRIME 

2/17/2020 1500 1600 1700 2:00 

Residents of Newton have an opportunity soon to learn more about the Police department and how it operates 
in the community.  A free Citizens Police Academy will run for six consecutive Mondays beginning April 20 and 
ending May 25. Registration forms are available at www.newtonnc.gov/policeacademy and at the Newton 
Police Department, 411 North Main Ave. Participants are required to register by April 10. 
-COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  

An urn which included human remains was found in a wooded area in Lincoln County last week, but has since 
been returned to the rightful person.  The urn, along with several other items had been stolen last October after 
a home break in.  Police had released a picture of the urn and it was identified and returned to the burglary 
victim. -CRIME  
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release that the social media account where the postings came from has been identified as coming from out of 
state and the threats do not appear to be credible.  However, additional police presence may be seen on and 
around school campuses on Tuesday for increased safety and security.  Local law enforcement is working 
closely with federal authorities to identify the person responsible.  Students are encouraged to continue to 
report any disturbing or dangerous messages they may see online. -CRIME/SAFETY/YOUTH/EDUCATION 

On February 14, 2020, the Hickory police administration was made aware of multiple police vehicles and 
several civilian vehicles that had sustained damage due to nails in tires. Over fifty black ½” metal tacks were 
located in employee parking access areas and public parking access at the police department. Police are 
currently submitting video footage to our digital forensic lab for review. The administration is confident that 
images will be retrieved of the suspect or their vehicle to aid in identification. -SAFETY/CRIME 

2/18/2020 600 700 800 1:30 

Race car driver Ryan Newman is in serious condition but is expected to survive following a horrific crash in the 
final seconds of the Daytona 500 Monday night.  Newman had to be cut from the wreckage and was 
transported to the hospital as fans and other race car drivers waited for hours to get the good news his injuries 
were non life threatening. -COMMUNITY 

On Monday, February 17, 2020 at approximately 10:30 a.m. Hickory Police Officers responded to the Red 
Roof Inn, located at 1184 Lenoir Rhyne Blvd SE, after receiving information about an individual in a white 
vehicle that was in possession of methamphetamine and a gun. Upon arrival, officers located an unoccupied 
white vehicle with an assault rifle clearly visible between the front seats. After canvassing several hotel rooms, 
officers returned and noticed a male and female standing next to the white vehicle. According to preliminary 
statements, as officers approached and gave commands, the male subject struck an officer and fled. Officers 
pursued and attempted to take him into custody, during which time a Taser was deployed. After the struggle to 
get the subject into custody, the subject became unresponsive. Officers immediately began CPR and called for 
EMS. Catawba County EMS responded to the scene where the subject was pronounced deceased.Hickory 
Police Department immediately requested the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation to conduct an 
independent investigation. The officers involved were Master Police Officer Landen Whitener and Police 
Officer Alex Weaver. As part of standard procedure, they have been placed on administrative duty pending the 
outcome of the investigation. One officer received minor injuries as a result of the incident. 
-SAFETY/CRIME/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
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get the subject into custody, the subject became unresponsive. Officers immediately began CPR and called for 
EMS. Catawba County EMS responded to the scene where the subject was pronounced deceased.Hickory 
Police Department immediately requested the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation to conduct an 
independent investigation. The officers involved were Master Police Officer Landen Whitener and Police 
Officer Alex Weaver. As part of standard procedure, they have been placed on administrative duty pending the 
outcome of the investigation. One officer received minor injuries as a result of the incident. 
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2/19/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

In December 2019, detectives with the Burke County Sheriff’s Office began investigating complaints of 
possible drug activity at 1726 Suburban Drive, Lot 17, Morganton. Subsequent to a lengthy investigation, 
detectives were able to establish that illegal sales and distribution of controlled substances were occurring at 
the residence. On 02-06-2020, subsequent to a search warrant, detectives made contact with Richard Todd 
Frady and Curston Shay Graybeal at the residence. Frady, a convicted felon, was found to be in possession of 
two firearms, one which was reported stolen. Detective’s also located and seized a substantial amount of 
methamphetamine as well as multiple items of drug paraphernalia. Frady was arrested and transported to the 
magistrate office where he was charged with the above charges, received a $65,000.00 secure bond, and 
given a court date of 02-26-2020. Curston Graybeal was also arrested and transported to the magistrate office 
on the charges above, received a $15,000.00 secure bond and was held at the Burke County Jail with a court 
date set for 02-26-2020. -CRIME 

The Catawba Valley area could see some mixed wintry precipitation Thursday.  Right now, it’s not clear exactly 
how much or what type of precipitation but it looks like more of a rain/snow mix for Thursday afternoon an 
evening with very little accumulation. -SAFETY 

Investigators received results from the US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) Crime Lab in 
Atlanta that determined the fire was intentionally set at the Balls Creek Campground in Catawba County on 
Sunday, September 29, 2019. Because of the historic and religious significance of Balls Creek Campground, a 
joint task force of local, state and federal authorities including Catawba County Sheriff’s Office, Catawba 
County Fire Marshal’s Office, North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) and United States Department 
of Justice – ATF, have been and will continue investigating the fire which destroyed 40 tents and damaged 9 
others. The task force continues to request assistance from the public in the form of information, leads and 
pictures or video from the area the evening of September 29, 2019. -CRIME/COMMUNITY 

Hickory police say a man who died while they were attempting to take him into custody may have ingested an 
unknown quantity of narcotics prior to encountering police on Monday in the parking lot of the Red Roof Inn on 
Lenoir Rhyne Blvd.   41 year old Matthew Saunders died after being tased and scuffling with police trying to 
arrest him.  Officers on the scene administered an overdose reversal drug to Saunders.  He was pronounced 
dead at the scene by Catawba County EMS. Cause of death will be confirmed in the upcoming weeks when 
toxicology and autopsy reports are received. -CRIME 

2/19/2020 1500 1600 1700 2:00 

In December 2019, detectives with the Burke County Sheriff’s Office began investigating complaints of 
possible drug activity at 1726 Suburban Drive, Lot 17, Morganton. Subsequent to a lengthy investigation, 
detectives were able to establish that illegal sales and distribution of controlled substances were occurring at 
the residence. On 02-06-2020, subsequent to a search warrant, detectives made contact with Richard Todd 
 
 
  
 



 

Frady and Curston Shay Graybeal at the residence. Frady, a convicted felon, was found to be in possession of 
two firearms, one which was reported stolen. Detective’s also located and seized a substantial amount of 
methamphetamine as well as multiple items of drug paraphernalia. Frady was arrested and transported to the 
magistrate office where he was charged with the above charges, received a $65,000.00 secure bond, and 
given a court date of 02-26-2020. Curston Graybeal was also arrested and transported to the magistrate office 
on the charges above, received a $15,000.00 secure bond and was held at the Burke County Jail with a court 
date set for 02-26-2020. -CRIME 

The Catawba Valley area could see some mixed wintry precipitation Thursday.  Right now, it’s not clear exactly 
how much or what type of precipitation but it looks like more of a rain/snow mix for Thursday afternoon an 
evening with very little accumulation. -SAFETY 

Investigators received results from the US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) Crime Lab in 
Atlanta that determined the fire was intentionally set at the Balls Creek Campground in Catawba County on 
Sunday, September 29, 2019. Because of the historic and religious significance of Balls Creek Campground, a 
joint task force of local, state and federal authorities including Catawba County Sheriff’s Office, Catawba 
County Fire Marshal’s Office, North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) and United States Department 
of Justice – ATF, have been and will continue investigating the fire which destroyed 40 tents and damaged 9 
others. The task force continues to request assistance from the public in the form of information, leads and 
pictures or video from the area the evening of September 29, 2019. -CRIME/COMMUNITY 
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unknown quantity of narcotics prior to encountering police on Monday in the parking lot of the Red Roof Inn on 
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2/20/2020 600 700 800 1:00 

A student at Hickory high school has been charged after posting threats on social media.  Authorities say 18 
year old Jaleya Rashea Allen posted threats on Snapchat against students and faculty at Hickory High School 
as well as West Caldwell High School.  A student from another school discovered the threats online and 
notified police. Allen is charged with two counts of communicating threats of mass violence on educational 
property. -CRIME/SAFETY/YOUTH/EDUCATION 

With snow forecast for the area most school systems in the area have cancelled classes for today, with the 
exception of Caldwell County which will release students 3 hours early. The National Weather Service has 
issued a Winter Weather Advisory for the area from 10am until midnight. Snow this afternoon and evening 
could accumulate around one inch. We will be updating closings and cancellations on our website and on our 
facebook page as well as our twitter feed. -SAFETY/COMMUNITY/EDUCATION 
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notified police. Allen is charged with two counts of communicating threats of mass violence on educational 
property. -CRIME/SAFETY/YOUTH/EDUCATION 
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2/21/2020 600 700 800 1:30 

A Burke County Deputy spotted Stacy Alan Clinton around 1:12 p.m., on February 19, 2020, who the officer 
knew to have outstanding warrants, driving on Wilkes Grove Church Rd. When the deputy activated his blue 
lights, Clinton failed to stop. Subsequent to running through two stop signs into Catawba County on Old Shelby 
Rd., Clinton jumped and ran on foot. The chase was less than a mile in length. Burke County deputies working 
with Catawba County deputies and Hickory PD officers, with K9’s and drones, searched the area in Catawba 
County until approximately 5:45 p.m. before terminating the search. Clinton was located later that evening in 
Lincoln County where he was arrested and turned over to Burke County deputies. The vehicle Clinton was 
driving was seized and Clinton is currently housed in the Burke County Jail under a $35,000 bond on F – 
Larceny, Possession or Receiving Goods ($25,000 secured) and M – Community Threats ($10,000 secured). 
He is being held without a bond for Possessing Stolen Goods. Clinton has a court date pending in NC District 
Court on February 28, 2020. Additional charges are pending. -CRIME/SAFETY 

11 more people in NC have died from complications from the flu over the past week.  That according to state 
health officials. The death toll so far for this flu season is now at 90.  Of those, health officials say 54 were age 
65 or older, 11 were ages 25 to 49 two were 5 to 17 and one was under 4 years old.  Doctors say it's not too 
late to get a flu shot if you haven’t already. -SAFETY/COMMUNITY 

One person suffered minor injuries and six people were displaced after a fire Thursday in Hickory.  The fire 
happened at an apartment complex on 4th St. SE.  The American Red Cross is assisting those affected. 
-SAFETY/COMMUNITY 
 

2/21/2020 1500 1600 1700 1:30 

A Burke County Deputy spotted Stacy Alan Clinton around 1:12 p.m., on February 19, 2020, who the officer 
knew to have outstanding warrants, driving on Wilkes Grove Church Rd. When the deputy activated his blue 
lights, Clinton failed to stop. Subsequent to running through two stop signs into Catawba County on Old Shelby 
Rd., Clinton jumped and ran on foot. The chase was less than a mile in length. Burke County deputies working 
with Catawba County deputies and Hickory PD officers, with K9’s and drones, searched the area in Catawba 
County until approximately 5:45 p.m. before terminating the search. Clinton was located later that evening in 
Lincoln County where he was arrested and turned over to Burke County deputies. The vehicle Clinton was 
driving was seized and Clinton is currently housed in the Burke County Jail under a $35,000 bond on F – 
Larceny, Possession or Receiving Goods ($25,000 secured) and M – Community Threats ($10,000 secured). 
He is being held without a bond for Possessing Stolen Goods. Clinton has a court date pending in NC District 
Court on February 28, 2020. Additional charges are pending. -CRIME/SAFETY 

 
 
  
 



 

11 more people in NC have died from complications from the flu over the past week.  That according to state 
health officials. The death toll so far for this flu season is now at 90.  Of those, health officials say 54 were age 
65 or older, 11 were ages 25 to 49 two were 5 to 17 and one was under 4 years old.  Doctors say it's not too 
late to get a flu shot if you haven’t already. -SAFETY/COMMUNITY 

One person suffered minor injuries and six people were displaced after a fire Thursday in Hickory.  The fire 
happened at an apartment complex on 4th St. SE.  The American Red Cross is assisting those affected. 
-SAFETY/COMMUNITY 

2/24/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

Caldwell County citizens will soon  benefit from 10 grants worth $48,356 awarded recently to local helping 
agencies from Blue Ridge Energy Members Foundation for the 2019 grant cycle.Since 2007, the Foundation 
has awarded over $1.3 million in community grants. Projects in the areas of health, wellness, education, youth, 
and economic and community development are the Foundation’s priorities for support.  Some of the local 
agencies who received grant monies include a grand total of $173,000 was awarded to 30 different 
organizations across the Blue Ridge service area for the 2019 grant cycle. -BUSINESS/COMMUNITY 

Due to lack of funding to pay employees, the new North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics 
scheduled to be built in Morganton will be postponed a year.  The first group of 150 high school juniors will now 
move in in August 2022.  The school, which will be located near the NC School for the deaf, had received 
nearly 81 million dollars for construction, but due to a budget disagreement between the Governor and 
legislative leaders, would not have enough to begin hiring and paying faculty and operations staff. 
-EDUCATION/COMMUNITY  

A Burke County woman is scheduled to make her next court appearance on March 11th after she was charged 
with the death of her baby 21 years ago. 54-year-old Deborah Riddle O’Conner of Morganton is charged with 
first degree murder.  She was arrested last week by Cumberland County Sheriff’s Officers after detectives 
came to Burke County to interview her. In March of 1999, the body of a baby, not even a full day old, was 
discovered in a plastic bag along a road in Cumberland County.   An ongoing investigation and DNA led 
detectives to O’ Conner. -CRIME 
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A Burke County woman is scheduled to make her next court appearance on March 11th after she was charged 
with the death of her baby 21 years ago. 54-year-old Deborah Riddle O’Conner of Morganton is charged with 
first degree murder.  She was arrested last week by Cumberland County Sheriff’s Officers after detectives 
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2/25/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

Caldwell County Health Department encourages residents to take precautions to prevent flu. “Caldwell County 
residents face a greater threat from flu than Coronavirus,” explained Health Department Director Anna Martin. 
“To give a comparison, last week North Carolina had 11 flu-associated deaths, while officials have not 
confirmed a single case of Coronavirus in the state.” The CDC still considers Coronavirus to be a serious 
public health threat, but the immediate health risk to the general American public is considered low at this time. 
In contrast, the CDC estimates that between 12,000 and 79,000 people nationwide die from flu infections each 
year. Statewide, 90 flu-associated deaths have been reported already this flu season. 
-HEALTH/COMMUNITY/SAFETY/COVID-19 

In this ongoing widespread scam, which frequently targets residential accounts or small businesses, a 
telephone caller poses as an electric utility company employee. The caller claims the person or business is 
behind on their electric bill and threatens to shut off the customer’s power unless an immediate payment is 
made. In many cases, the customer is told to use a pre-paid debit card or a money transfer service. In some 
cases, the scammer has information about the person’s address and directs them to a particular site to pay. 
Blue Ridge Energy is warning members about this ongoing scam, which takes on various forms as scammers 
try different tactics to gain consumer trust to get their money. -CRIME/SAFETY/BUSINESS 
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A settlement in the amount of $80,000 has been reached in connection to a lawsuit filed against Burke County 
Schools.  A mother said her daughter, who was six at the time, and is special needs was strapped to a chair on 
several occasions when she was a student at North Liberty School in Morganton.  With the settlement, there is 
no admission of guilt on part of the school system. -EDUCATION/COMMUNITY 

Hickory Police have made an arrest in a bank robbery that happened earlier this month.  31 year old Timothy 
Alan Williams Jr. of Lincolnton is charged with robbery with a firearm or other dangerous weapon.  Police say 
Williams walked in to the First Citizens bank on Hwy 70 SE on February 11th, displayed a handgun and 
demanded money from a bank teller. After receiving an undisclosed amount of money, he exited the business 
and fled on foot. -CRIME 

A portion of NC 127 in Hickory will be closed each weekend through the end of March beginning this weekend. 
127 will be closed between first avenue SE and First Avenue NE on weekends beginning at 6pm on Friday 
through 6am Monday.  The closings will be to construct the center support for a bridge that will cross the road 
as part of the City Walk Project. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
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2/28/2020 600 700 800 2:00  

Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Burke County will hold its annual fundraiser this weekend “Bowling for Kids sake”. 
The event will take place at Valdese Recreation Center from 9am until 5pm on Saturday.  All money raised will 
go to help with organizations after school and school based mentor programs.  You can visit their website for 
more information bbbswnc.org. -YOUTH/COMMUNITY 

Three Construction workers were killed Thursday morning on Interstate 40 near Statesville.  All 3 of the 
workers were contractors hired by NCDOT to replace a guardrail and all 3 were from Georgia.  The accident 
happened when the driver of a box truck rear-ended a construction vehicle. That vehicle struck the three 
workers. -CRIME/SAFETY  

An early Thursday morning fire destroyed a home in Lenoir.  Firefighters were called to the house on Marigold 
Lane to find the roof of the home fully engulfed in flames.  Luckily, no one was home at the time and fire 

 
 
  
 



 

investigators are still trying to determine what caused the blaze.  The owner was reportedly in the process of 
doing some remodeling but was out of town for work on Thursday. -SAFETY/COMMUNITY 

The office of NC Governor Roy Cooper is offering a reward up to $5,000 for information leading to the arrest 
and conviction of the person or persons responsible for the vandalism discovered in the Hickory Police 
Department parking lot back on Feb. 14th. Over fifty black metal tacks were discovered in private and public 
parking entrances of the police department. The tacks caused damage to twenty police cars and at least ten 
civilian vehicles. Police say This crime not only caused extensive damage, but also potentially put public safety 
at risk. -CRIME/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
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This is Severe Weather Awareness week in NC and while local and state officials are going over their plans, 
they urge residents to make or update their preparedness efforts.  They say everyone should become weather 
ready and understand the hazardous weather that can affect where you live and work.  Also, make sure you 
and your family are prepared for severe weather by having an emergency kit.  For tips on how to stay safe you 
can visit the NC Emergency management website at readync.org. -SAFETY  

The Catawba County Sheriff’s Office is searching for a person of interest in connection to a Friday morning 
robbery on Deal Road. A woman reported she was confronted by a man as she approached her mailbox.  She 
said a man followed her into her home and continued to demand money.  After receiving a small amount of 
money, the man fled on foot.  Later in the day a man matching the suspect description was seen at a local 
store and after viewing surveillance video police identified the person of interest as 50 year old Bryan Keith 
Howell. -CRIME/SAFETY 

 
 
  
 



 

A Vale man is facing charges involving a minor.  After an investigation by the Burke County Sheriff’s Office 
Criminal Investigations,, warrants were issued for Kenneth Wayne Blevins.  He has been charged with 
indecent liberties with a minor and was placed under a $50.000 bond.  He has a first appearance court date for 
March 2, 2020, in Burke County District Court. -CRIME 

3/02/2020 1500 1600 1700 1:30 

This is Severe Weather Awareness week in NC and while local and state officials are going over their plans, 
they urge residents to make or update their preparedness efforts.  They say everyone should become weather 
ready and understand the hazardous weather that can affect where you live and work.  Also, make sure you 
and your family are prepared for severe weather by having an emergency kit.  For tips on how to stay safe you 
can visit the NC Emergency management website at readync.org. -SAFETY  

The Catawba County Sheriff’s Office is searching for a person of interest in connection to a Friday morning 
robbery on Deal Road. A woman reported she was confronted by a man as she approached her mailbox.  She 
said a man followed her into her home and continued to demand money.  After receiving a small amount of 
money, the man fled on foot.  Later in the day a man matching the suspect description was seen at a local 
store and after viewing surveillance video police identified the person of interest as 50 year old Bryan Keith 
Howell. -CRIME/SAFETY 

A Vale man is facing charges involving a minor.  After an investigation by the Burke County Sheriff’s Office 
Criminal Investigations,, warrants were issued for Kenneth Wayne Blevins.  He has been charged with 
indecent liberties with a minor and was placed under a $50.000 bond.  He has a first appearance court date for 
March 2, 2020, in Burke County District Court. -CRIME 

3/04/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

March 1-7, 2020 is Severe Weather Preparedness Week in North Carolina.  Officials say they would like 
residents to take This week to prepare for the severe weather season.  If each North Carolina resident would 
take a few moments this week to learn about severe weather safety and implement a safety plan, then we 
would all be better off when severe thunderstorms and tornadoes inevitably strike our state and the likelihood 
of injury and fatalities caused by severe weather could be minimized. Schools and government buildings 
statewide will hold tornado drills Wednesday, March 4, at 9:30 a.m. to practice their emergency plans. Test 
messages will be broadcast on weather radios and the Emergency Alert System. All North Carolinians are 
encouraged to participate in the drill. -SAFETY 

  

A Caldwell County man was arrested on Tuesday after police say he called in a bomb threat to the Caldwell 
County Courthouse.  A man called the Clerk's office and stated there was a bomb on Courthouse property.  A 
search didn’t reveal any explosives.  Later in the day, police arrested 31 year old Raymond Allen Mathis on a 
traffic stop and were able to determine a phone in his possession was used to call in the threat  He was 
charged with Making a false bomb report to a public building. -CRIME 

A person in Wake County NC has tested positive for the coronavirus (COVID-19).  State health officials say 
The test is presumptively positive and will be confirmed by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) lab. The person is doing well and is in isolation at home.  The person had recently traveled 
to Washington State and was exposed at a long-term care facility where there is currently a COVID-19 

 
 
  
 



 

outbreak.  Local health department officials in Wake County are identifying close contacts to monitor symptoms 
and contain spread. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

Local school systems are weighing the threat of the Coronavirus and making plans as well as taking 
precautions.  The Superintendent of Hickory Public Schools issued a letter to parents on Tuesday saying they 
are working to be proactive by communicating with principals and staff any new information, increasing the 
level of cleaning and disinfecting in each school, monitoring the CDC website and increasing communication 
with the Catawba County Health Department.  School bus drivers will be conducting nightly cleanings of each 
school bus with the approved products. -EDUCATION/HEALTH/COVID-19 

A Lenoir woman escaped a burning home Tuesday thanks to help from a neighbor who rushed to help get her 
out.  The fire happened on Swanson Drive SW Fire investigators believe the blaze started in the living room 
and may have been sparked by a heater too close to combustible materials.  Three people reportedly lived in 
the home but only one was home at the time.  Unfortunately, two dogs that were inside did not survive. 
-SAFETY 
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A Lenoir woman escaped a burning home Tuesday thanks to help from a neighbor who rushed to help get her 
out.  The fire happened on Swanson Drive SW Fire investigators believe the blaze started in the living room 
and may have been sparked by a heater too close to combustible materials.  Three people reportedly lived in 
the home but only one was home at the time.  Unfortunately, two dogs that were inside did not survive. 
-SAFETY 

The Foundation of Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute held its Annual Fund Campaign kickoff 
luncheon on Tuesday,at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center in Lenoir. The event starts fundraising efforts for the 
Foundation’s Annual Fund Drive. The goal for this year’s campaign was $380,000, the highest to date for the 
campaign. -EDUCATION/COMMUNITY 

3/05/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

The NC Attorney General is warning residents of scams circulating pertaining to the coronavirus.  Attorney 
General Josh Stein says now is the time criminals are on the lookout to take advantage of people.  He says 
anyone claiming to sell a product that will cure the virus is definitely a scam.  Also, be on the lookout for fake 
charities or fundraisers claiming to help raise money for affected families of the coronavirus. The state also has 
a special hotline set up where you can call 866-462-3821 for more information on the coronavirus.  Currently 
there is only one confirmed case of the virus in Wake County, NC. -SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

Local school districts are continuing to keep parents informed about their efforts to deal with the Coronavirus 
should there be any cases in the area.   Caldwell County Schools issued a statement saying  they are working 
closely with the Caldwell County Health Department in addition to following the recommendations of state and 
national health agencies to help protect the whole school community. The school district continues to sanitize 
classrooms and to promote a germ-free environment by disinfecting surfaces, door handles, and technology 
equipment. -EDUCATION/YOUTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

The Foundation of Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute held its Annual Fund Campaign kickoff 
luncheon on Tuesday,at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center in Lenoir.The event starts fundraising efforts for the 
Foundation’s Annual Fund Drive. The goal for this year’s campaign was $380,000, the highest to date for the 
campaign. CCC&TI students are also working to raise money for the campaign. The Student Government 
Association is hosting several fundraising events on campus and throughout the community including a Spirit 
Night at Village Inn Pizza in Lenoir on Thursday, March 19. Another will be held in June at Chick-Fil-A in 
Lenoir. Board priorities for this year’s campaign include funding for scholarships, the Dream Award Program, 
childcare, student emergencies, academic support and professional development. 
-EDUCATION/COMMUNITY 
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equipment. -EDUCATION/YOUTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

The Foundation of Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute held its Annual Fund Campaign kickoff 
luncheon on Tuesday,at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center in Lenoir.The event starts fundraising efforts for the 
Foundation’s Annual Fund Drive. The goal for this year’s campaign was $380,000, the highest to date for the 
campaign. CCC&TI students are also working to raise money for the campaign. The Student Government 
Association is hosting several fundraising events on campus and throughout the community including a Spirit 
Night at Village Inn Pizza in Lenoir on Thursday, March 19. Another will be held in June at Chick-Fil-A in 
Lenoir. Board priorities for this year’s campaign include funding for scholarships, the Dream Award Program, 
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-EDUCATION/COMMUNITY 

3/09/2020 600 700 800 1:30 

On Friday President Donald Trump  named 11th District Representative Mark Meadows his White House chief 
of staff, replacing Mick Mulvaney.  Meadows is a Republican and represents the 11th District, which includes 
Caldwell & Burke Counties.Trump said that Mulvaney will become the United States special envoy for Northern 
Ireland. Meadows had announced in December that he would not seek re-election at the end of his term. 
-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

The Caldwell County Health Department issued a press release late Friday confirming A case of Pertussis, 
also known as whooping cough, was reported in the county.  The individual diagnosed is being treated, per 
guidelines established by the State of North Carolina and the Centers for Disease Control and those they came 
in close contact with have been notified. -HEALTH/SAFETY 

Police are looking for two men and a woman connected to a reported assault and attempted robbery on 
Interstate 40 in Morganton Sunday.  A man reported he had stopped to help what appeared to be a woman 
with car trouble when two men appeared, hit him with a tire iron and demanded money.  The man fought back 
and called the police.   The attackers fled in a white van with a partial license plate of TAZ3.  Anyone with 
information is asked to contact Morganton police, the Burke County Sheriff's Office of the Highway Patrol. 
-CRIME/SAFETY 
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Police are looking for two men and a woman connected to a reported assault and attempted robbery on 
Interstate 40 in Morganton Sunday.  A man reported he had stopped to help what appeared to be a woman 
with car trouble when two men appeared, hit him with a tire iron and demanded money.  The man fought back 
and called the police.   The attackers fled in a white van with a partial license plate of TAZ3.  Anyone with 
information is asked to contact Morganton police, the Burke County Sheriff's Office of the Highway Patrol. 
-CRIME/SAFETY 

3/10/2020 600 700 800 1:30 

A participant in a motocross event in Burke County over the weekend died after attempting to make a jump on 
the course.  The 27 year old man's name has not been released but the accident happened Sunday at the Lost 
Valley Motorsports park in Connelly Springs.  According to a police report, the man was attempting a jump 
when he went about twenty feet in the air and landed on his front tire and went over the handlebar. A witness 
said that the victim didn’t move again and first responders that were on the scene responded within seconds 
and started CPR but he was pronounced dead at the scene. -COMMUNITY/SAFETY 

One person was killed in a Tuesday morning wreck in Hickory.  The head on collision happened on Sulphur 
Springs Road near Wandering Lane.  The crash caused one of the cars to burst into flames.  No information 
has been released about what caused the wreck and the name of the person killed has not been released. 
-SAFETY 
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3/11/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

Due to the spread of coronavirus / COVID-19 in North Carolina, UNC Health System Hospitals have 
announced that it is enacting voluntary restrictions for visitors to its hospitals across the state.  This includes 
Caldwell UNC Health Care in Lenoir. In addition to its current visitor restrictions for children under 12 years old, 
due to influenza, UNC Health is urging friends and family members (other than immediate family) to remain at 
home and to use virtual options to communicate with patients. These visitor restrictions may be tightened in the 
future as the COVID-19 situation evolves. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19  

Burke County Schools was recently the victim of a ransomware cyber attack.  According to information 
released by the school district, the cyber attack happened on Sunday and an investigation is ongoing.  The 
school system has lost access to some documents and data but officials say no sensitive information has been 
compromised. -CRIME/EDUCATION 

 
 
  
 



 

One person was killed in a fiery crash Tuesday morning on Sulphur Springs Road near Hickory.  Police say 34 
year old Devin Jarrel McCorkle of Hickory crossed the center line and struck another car head on.  McCorkles 
car burst into flames and witnesses tried to rescue him but said the flames were too intense. The driver of the 
other car was transported to Catawba Valley Medical Center. -SAFETY/CRIME  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: Like any new disease or new strain of a disease, coronavirus (COVID-19) 
has roared onto the scene rapidly and brings a great deal of stress and anxiety. This is what we do know most 
from the state and CDC about this continually changing infection. Coronavirus infection is part of a large group 
of viruses that has been around in the US for some time, but this new novel coronavirus strain (COVID-19) is 
what is causing the increased infections. Also unfortunately, this infection is hitting the US at a time when a 
large number of individuals are sick with other infections like the flu, strep, bronchitis and sinusitis and since 
some of these infections share similar symptoms, it is difficult and concerning to most individuals to determine 
whether to panic or not. But the rest of this important article will give you concrete, factual information so you 
will be informed moving forward. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 
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3/12/2020 600 700 800 1:30 

Two people from Forsyth County and a person from Johnston County have tested positive for novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19), bringing the total of positive cases in North Carolina to 12, including a Durham 

 
 
  
 



 

resident who tested positive in another state. The tests, conducted by the North Carolina State Laboratory of 
Public Health, are presumptively positive and will be confirmed by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention lab. All are doing well and are in isolation at home. While awaiting confirmation of results from the 
CDC, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services will treat presumptive cases as positive 
and follow CDC guidelines to protect public health and limit the spread of infection. 
-HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

All UNC System institutions will be canceling in person classes and moving students to online courses amid 
concerns over Coronavirus.  This includes Appalachian State University in Boone. The announcement said 
classes will “transition from in-person instruction to a system of alternative course delivery, where possible and 
practical, no later than March 20. The system said those courses also will begin on Monday, March 23 and last 
indefinitely, with the goal of returning to in-person instructions as soon as reasonably possible. 
-EDUCATION/SAFETY/HEALTH/COVID-19 
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Prevention lab. All are doing well and are in isolation at home. While awaiting confirmation of results from the 
CDC, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services will treat presumptive cases as positive 
and follow CDC guidelines to protect public health and limit the spread of infection. 
-HEALTH/SAFETY//COVID-19 

All UNC System institutions will be canceling in person classes and moving students to online courses amid 
concerns over Coronavirus.  This includes Appalachian State University in Boone. The announcement said 
classes will “transition from in-person instruction to a system of alternative course delivery, where possible and 
practical, no later than March 20. The system said those courses also will begin on Monday, March 23 and last 
indefinitely, with the goal of returning to in-person instructions as soon as reasonably possible. 
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3/13/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

The Catawba Indian Nation will present, on Friday, plans and renderings of the new destination casino planned 
for a site in Kings Mountain, N.C.   As a result of the recent U.S. Department of the Interior’s decision, land in 
Kings Mountain will be taken into trust so the Catawba Indian Nation can move forward with the proposed 
project.  According to a press release, the Nation will work closely with leaders in the City of Kings Mountain 
and Cleveland County to bring the full project to reality which is reportedly projected to bring as many as 5,000 
construction jobs and 4,000 permanent jobs to the area. -BUSINESS 

As of this morning there were 16 cases of coronavirus in NC and that number is expected to climb. There have 
been no cases reported in Burke, Caldwell, or Catawba Counties.   Meanwhile, concerns for public health have 
forced numerous events to be cancelled and NC Gov. Roy Cooper is recommending not attending events with 
more than 100 people gathered.  No NC public schools have closed but most have cancelled field trips and 
extracurricular activities.  The NC High School Athletic association has suspended spring sports including 
workouts, practice, and contests.  The 2020 High school Basketball State Championship is postponed 

 
 
  
 



 

indefinitely.  Lenoir Rhyne University announced the cancellation of athletic events for the remainder of the 
spring season. -HEALTH/SAFETY//COVID-19 

The City of Lenoir is monitoring the spread of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and working in partnership with local 
and state agencies to address community and employee safety. Staff has developed a flexible action plan to 
help mitigate the spread of COVID-19 while continuing to provide essential City services to our residents. “The 
safety of our community is our top priority,” City of Lenoir Mayor Joe Gibbons said. “Council and staff are 
paying close attention to the situation. We want to do everything we can to keep people healthy. Some of these 
measures might cause some inconveniences, but we think it’s the right thing to do, and we’ll adapt as the 
situation evolves.” -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

In light of the announcement made by Minor League Baseball yesterday, the Crawdads are preparing for a 
delayed start to the 2020 season. We will continue to monitor announcements by Major League Baseball and 
Minor League Baseball regarding the resumption of the 2020 season and the impact to the Crawdads 
schedule. We will keep fans updated on our social media pages, website, and press releases as we receive 
updates. -COMMUNITY/HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 
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As of this morning there were 16 cases of coronavirus in NC and that number is expected to climb. There have 
been no cases reported in Burke, Caldwell, or Catawba Counties.   Meanwhile, concerns for public health have 
forced numerous events to be cancelled and NC Gov. Roy Cooper is recommending not attending events with 
more than 100 people gathered.  No NC public schools have closed but most have cancelled field trips and 
extracurricular activities.  The NC High School Athletic association has suspended spring sports including 
workouts, practice, and contests.  The 2020 High school Basketball State Championship is postponed 
indefinitely.  Lenoir Rhyne University announced the cancellation of athletic events for the remainder of the 
spring season. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

The City of Lenoir is monitoring the spread of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and working in partnership with local 
and state agencies to address community and employee safety. Staff has developed a flexible action plan to 
help mitigate the spread of COVID-19 while continuing to provide essential City services to our residents. “The 
safety of our community is our top priority,” City of Lenoir Mayor Joe Gibbons said. “Council and staff are 
paying close attention to the situation. We want to do everything we can to keep people healthy. Some of these 
measures might cause some inconveniences, but we think it’s the right thing to do, and we’ll adapt as the 
situation evolves.” -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

In accordance with the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services recommendations, the 
following City events have been canceled: Leprechaun Leap 5k/10k, West End Plan Community Workshop, 
Carolina Sweetheart 4 Miler, Lenoir Downtown Cruise In (April 4), Easter Egg Hunt Eggstravaganza, 
Bootlegger 100 Cycle Race, 10th Annual NC Gravity Games & Street Fest. In addition to these events, the City 
is canceling all public events located on City of Lenoir property with 100 or more participants through May 1. 
This includes events sponsored by outside community partners. Staff will not schedule any new events on City 
property with groups of 100 or more people until further notice. Some of these events could possibly be 
rescheduled for later this year. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19  

 
 
  
 



 

In response to directives from North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper and growing concerns about the spread of 
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), Wilkes County officials have cancelled all mass gatherings of more than 
100 people in Wilkes County through the end of April. Therefore, MerleFest 2020 has been cancelled. While 
this decision is disappointing for all of us, we fully support the directive from our county officials. The health, 
safety, and well-being of all involved with MerleFest is, and always will be, our primary concern. 
-COMMUNITY/SAFETY/HEALTH/COVID-19 

3/16/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

Today is the first day for at least two weeks that NC public schools will be closed.  North Carolina Governor 
Roy Cooper issued an Executive Order Saturday closing schools across the state to allow time for North 
Carolina to further understand the impact of COVID-19 and develop a plan for continued learning for students 
should a longer closure be needed. In addition to closing schools, the Executive Order prohibits mass 
gatherings that bring together more than 100 people in a single space. -GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS/EDUCATION/HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

There have been several new cases of the Coronavirus reported in NC over the weekend but still no confirmed 
cases in Burke, Caldwell, or Catawba Counties.  One of the latest cases was reported in Watauga County. 
Health officials say the person works for Samaritans Purse and recently returned from international travel. 
Wake County has the most cases right now at 14. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19  

Burke County Schools will provide a grab and go lunch for students today from 11am until 1pm at several 
schools.  Those include Hillcrest Elementary, Forest Hill Elementary, Mountain View Elementary, and East 
Burke Middle.  In addition to the grab and go lunch, a grab and go supper will be provided as well from 5pm 
until 6:30pm at Mountain View Elementary.  The meals are available to anyone 18 and under from any Burke 
County school. -EDUCATION/YOUTH/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

The UNC Medical Center McLendon Clinical Laboratories in Chapel Hill have developed a diagnostic test for 
coronavirus disease 2019 based on a World Health Organization assay. The UNC test is now in use at the 
medical center in Chapel Hill, NC. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 
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In response to growing concern about the spread of COVID-19 in our community, and in accordance with the 
latest guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the City of Morganton is closing 
recreation facilities, canceling events and suspending utility disconnections for nonpayment for the next 30 
days. CoMMA has canceled the remainder of its 34th season. Exact details on closures are below. 
-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

As the COVID-19 pandemic evolves rapidly so have the recommendations to slow the outbreak, and the 
Caldwell County Schools will continue to adhere to local, state and federal guidance to provide a safe and 
healthy school environment. While North Carolina public schools – including the Caldwell County School 
System – is closed for two weeks from Mar. 16 – 30 as directed by Governor Roy Cooper, the school district 
will provide nutritional support to its students. The Child Nutrition Department has developed a plan to ensure 
that meals are distributed to students. -EDUCATION/YOUTH/COMMUNITY/HEALTH/COVID-19 
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To ensure students continue to have access to meals while schools are closed, Burke County Public Schools 
has opened seven grab-and-go feeding locations. Children will receive a lunch for that day and a breakfast for 
the next. The lunch will include a hot or cold sandwich, milk, cold vegetable and a whole fruit. Breakfast for the 
next day will include milk, whole or dried fruit and a grain-based breakfast option (Pop-Tart, muffin, cinnamon 
roll or cereal bar.) -EDUCATION/YOUTH/COMMUNITY/HEALTH/COVID-19 

Dear Catawba County Schools families, 

Our primary concern is the safety and well-being of our students and employees. We have put together a plan 
that will ensure that our students are fed, our employees are paid, and our students continue learning – all 
while doing our part to help limit the spread of COVID-19. We have communicated our plans with our 
employees, but wanted our families to know we are doing our best to take care of everyone. As with every 
communication we have sent out since the outbreak began, the plan outlined below could change with further 
guidance from the state. So thank you again for your continued patience and flexibility. 
-EDUCATION/YOUTH/COMMUNITY/HEALTH//COVID-19 

Starting on Tuesday, March 17, 2020, meals will be provided for any HPS student who is in need of food 
assistance from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM at either Longview Elementary or Viewmont Elementary. These meals 
are designed for ALL HPS students (pre-K-12) who have food insecurities. HPS is offering a drive-thru/pick-up 
for daily meals (during the school days, only) while school is closed. 
-EDUCATION/YOUTH/COMMUNITY/HEALTH//COVID-19 

NC Gov. Roy Cooper has ordered all NC restaurants and bars to close for dine-in customers effective at 5 pm 
today (March 18)  Takeout and delivery operations can continue. -GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS/BUSINESS//COVID-19 

Amid the growing concern surrounding COVID-19, the Town of Valdese, in accordance with the most recent 
recommendations from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention and North Carolina Department of 
Health and Human Services, have decided that effective March 17, 2020 to close recreation facilities, the Old 
Rock School and cancel all Town sponsored events for the next 30 days. -GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS/HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

3/17/2020 1500 1600 1700 2:00 

The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering designated states and territories low-interest federal 
disaster loans for working capital to small businesses suffering substantial economic injury as a result of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19). Upon a request received from a state’s or territory’s Governor, SBA will issue under 
its own authority, as provided by the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations 
Act that was recently signed by the President, an Economic Injury Disaster Loan declaration. -GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS/BUSINESS/COVID-19 

Citizens are asked to be on the lookout for Katerina French, who is believed to be suffering from dementia or 
some other cognitive impairment. Anyone with information about Katerina French should call Officer A Herman 
at the Statesville Police Department at 704-878-3406. -SAFETY 

The Caldwell County Health Department opened its Health Information Line to provide information about 
Coronavirus (COVID-19). To access the line, people can call (828) 426-8456. If a person believes they have 
been exposed to COVID-19 and develops a fever and symptoms, such as cough or difficulty breathing, they 

 
 
  
 



 

should call their healthcare provider or the health department and tell them about their symptoms and 
suspected exposure. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

The American Red Cross now faces a severe blood shortage due to an unprecedented number of blood drive 
cancellations in response to the coronavirus outbreak. Healthy individuals are needed now to donate to help 
patients counting on lifesaving blood. Individuals can schedule an appointment to give blood with the Red 
Cross by visiting RedCrossBlood.org, using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or 
enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device. -HEALTH/COVID-19 

3/18/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

In response to the recent declarations by NC Governor Roy Cooper and the Federal government, and to help 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19, Coronavirus, City of Lenoir Mayor Joe Gibbons officially declared a state of 
emergency for the City of Lenoir. Mayor Gibbons declared the state of emergency Tuesday, March 17, 2020. 
The declaration allows the City Manager to take proactive measures to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 
including altering the way City services are delivered to residents. In addition to closing City recreation centers, 
the City will close City Hall to the public. The state of emergency is in effect as of 8:00 a.m. today, March 18, 
2020. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/HEALTH SAFETY/COVID-19 

Businesses in Downtown Morganton are adjusting to new operational regulations required by an executive 
order issued Tuesday by Gov. Roy Cooper in response to the spread of COVID-19. This executive order 
means no dine-in customers are allowed at restaurants and bars in North Carolina. As Morganton’s downtown 
businesses always do, they are finding new ways to best serve customers. Restaurants have begun 
participating in curbside pickup operations. Signage for designated curbside pickup areas have been placed 
throughout Downtown Morganton. Customers can call their favorite restaurant, place an order, and then drive 
up to these designated areas to pick up their order. Customers are required to call ahead to pick up an order 
using these areas. -BUSINESS/COMMUNITY/SAFETY/COVID-19 

NEWTON, NC—Out of concern for public safety and in response to the rapidly evolving coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, the City of Newton announces the following changes effective immediately: Regular 
hours for Newton City Hall will be 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. City staff will clean and disinfect 
between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. The City encourages all customers to avoid paying bills in person at City Hall and to 
use alternate payment methods, including by mail, through our online portal at www.newtonnc.gov, or by 
calling 888-272-9829. -GOVERNMENT  AFFAIRS/HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 
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NEWTON, NC—Out of concern for public safety and in response to the rapidly evolving coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, the City of Newton announces the following changes effective immediately: Regular 
hours for Newton City Hall will be 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. City staff will clean and disinfect 
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3/19/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

Beginning today, Burke County Schools will open 5 daycare sites to help alleviate the strain on families in this 
time of emergency when schools are closed.  Locations include Drexel, Hildebran, Mountain View, Salem and 
WA Young elementary school.  Operating hours will be 6am until 6pm and the service will be for kids ages 5 to 
12.  For information you can call 828 433 1493 -EDUCATION/YOUTH/COVID-19 

Caldwell County health officials say they have seen a marked increase in the cases of whooping cough being 
reported over the past few months.  They are urging everyone to get the vaccine if they have not had the 
recommended amount of doses. Whooping cough is a highly contagious, but preventable bacterial infection 
that causes uncontrollable coughing. Vaccines are available through all state immunization providers, including 
private health care providers and the Caldwell County Health Department. -HEALTH/SAFETY 

A Morganton man has been sentenced to life in prison after being found guilty of first degree murder.  27 year 
old Darius Heasley King received the sentence this week in Burke County Superior court.  King was convicted 
in the March 2018 strangulation and stabbing death of Hubert Roland Hunter, Jr.   After the seven day trial, 
jurors only took about 20 minutes before returning the guilty verdict. -CRIME 

CALDWELL UNC HEALTH CARE IMPLEMENTS COVID-19 Plan Diagnostic Respiratory Clinic Opens. 
Patients who suspect they may have COVID-19 (cough, shortness of breath, or are concerned they may have 
been exposed to COVID-19) should first call their primary care provider for screening. If the patient does not 
have a physician they may call one of our urgent care locations.  Once screened the patient will be instructed 
regarding further recommended action.  If appropriate, the patent will be referred to the drive-through 
Respiratory Diagnostic Clinic. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 
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Patients who suspect they may have COVID-19 (cough, shortness of breath, or are concerned they may have 
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3/20/2020 600 700 800 2:00  

In response to the recent declarations by Gov. Roy Cooper and the Federal government, and to help mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19, the City of Morganton has officially declared a state of emergency, effective today, 
March 20, at 8 a.m. -GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

A person living in Catawba County has tested positive for novel coronavirus (COVID-19). The patient is 
hospitalized and is doing well in isolation. How the person acquired the infection is being investigated. 
-HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

Anyone who is tested for COVID-19 is instructed to isolate at home as a precaution. If the person tests 
positive, they should remain under isolation until they are fever free for 72 hours without medication and/or 
symptom free for 7 days. If a person is exposed to someone who tested positive for COVID-19, it is 
recommended that they self-monitor for the onset of symptoms and call their health care provider, urgent care, 
or the health department if they develop symptoms. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 
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3/23/2020 600 700 800 2:00 

North Carolina Needs You – Please Volunteer as a Health Care Worker! We are facing an unprecedented 
crisis from COVID-19 that has already had devastating consequences internationally. With the virus now 
spreading in North Carolina, we need to bolster our health care system to ensure we can care for those 
impacted by the virus. A crucial part of that effort is recruiting volunteers to supplement our health care 
workforce. We are asking for your help to meet these needs. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

Beginning today some local libraries will begin to offer pick up of materials.   Patrick Beaver Library in Hickory 
will offer Library to Go where people can pick up books, music and movies.  You can call or check out 
materials online. Caldwell County Public Library Curbside Pickup begins Monday at the Lenoir branch and 
offers only items currently in Lenoir. To place orders, customers can call or fill out the online form .  Customers 
can place orders for up to 10 children’s items, 5 teen items, and 5 adult items per household per call. Items will 
be available the next business day. -COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

While the number of Coronavirus cases have increased across the state over the weekend, numbers in the 
Catawba Valley area have remained the same.  Catawba County still has reported only one confirmed case. 
That was a resident who was living at an assisted care facility.  That person was hospitalized and reportedly 
doing well on Friday.  Meanwhile,  three Hickory firefighters are under quarantine after responding to a call at 
the assisted living facility where the patient was living.  Burke and Caldwell Counties have not had any 
confirmed cases. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 
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Gov. Roy Cooper announced that NC k-12 schools will remain closed through May 15th.  He also announced 
that some businesses where groups of people gather must close including gyms, movie theaters, nail and hair 
salons and barber shops.  The order takes effect Wednesday at 5pm but the Governor urged those businesses 
to close sooner if possible.  Grocery stores will remain open as will restaurants offering takeout or delivery 
options. -EDUCATION/HEALTH/SAFETY/GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/COVID-19 

Three new cases of COVID-19 have been identified in Catawba County, bringing the county’s current total of 
cases to four. Catawba County Public Health received the positive test results Monday morning and 
immediately began investigating. Two cases are from contact with known cases elsewhere. The cause of the 
third is still under investigation. All three individuals are isolated at home and are doing well. 
-HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

3/24/2020 600 700 800 1:30 

Caldwell County Health Department, in collaboration with Caldwell UNC Health Care, announce the county’s 
first positive case of COVID-19. The patient has been instructed to remain in isolation until they are fever free 
for 72 hours without medication and/or symptom free for seven days. Caldwell County Public Health is 
investigating to determine contacts. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

Burke County health officials have confirmed two cases of Coronavirus.  They say one of those is a resident if 
Burke County and the other is a resident of another County.   Both people are currently in isolation. 
-HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 
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The NC Department of Health and Human Services is reporting two Coronavirus deaths in NC.  A person from 
Cabarrus County died on March 24th.  The patient was in their late 70s and had several underlying health 
conditions.  A second person in their 60s is from Virginia but was traveling through NC when they became ill. 
-HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS) has partnered with the North 
Carolina Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) network to launch a hotline to provide child care options 
for children of critical workers who do not have access to typical care because of COVID-19 closures. Families 
who have flexible working arrangements are encouraged to stay at home with their children. Workers who 
need care may call 1-888-600-1685 to receive information about local options for children from infants through 
age 12. The hotline is open Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
-FAMILY/YOUTH/COMMUNITY/BUSINESS/COVID-19 

 
 
  
 



 

Caldwell County Health Department, in collaboration with Caldwell UNC Health Care, announces two new 
positive COVID-19 cases in Caldwell County. Caldwell County Public Health is investigating all confirmed 
cases. Patients have been instructed to remain in isolation until they are fever free for 72 hours without 
medication, have improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath), and for at least 
seven days since symptoms first appeared. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 
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Five new cases of COVID-19 have been identified in Catawba County, bringing the county’s current total of 
cases to nine. Catawba County Public Health received the positive test results overnight and immediately 
began investigating.Two people are close contacts of known cases. Two are hospitalized, two are isolated at 
home, and one has recovered. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

To help meet the needs of Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute students transitioning to online 
courses, Google has donated Chromebook laptop computers for students in need. Since announcing plans for 
a data center in Lenoir in 2007, Google has partnered with CCC&TI in a variety of ways, including the 
development of an Information Technology training program and ongoing efforts to improve online learning for 
local students. -EDUCATION/BUSINESS/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

A Catawba County man was killed after being struck by a car Wednesday night.  According to reports, 38 year 
old Adam Darrell Mullins of Conover was walking along Emmanuel Church Road near Bush Dr. around 8:30 
Wednesday night when he was struck by a car.  Reports said Mullins was dressed in dark clothing and was 
walking with traffic.  No charges are expected. -SAFETY/COMMUNITY 

3/26/2020 1500 1600 1700 2:00 

Five new cases of COVID-19 have been identified in Catawba County, bringing the county’s current total of 
cases to nine. Catawba County Public Health received the positive test results overnight and immediately 

 
 
  
 



 

began investigating.Two people are close contacts of known cases. Two are hospitalized, two are isolated at 
home, and one has recovered. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

To help meet the needs of Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute students transitioning to online 
courses, Google has donated Chromebook laptop computers for students in need. Since announcing plans for 
a data center in Lenoir in 2007, Google has partnered with CCC&TI in a variety of ways, including the 
development of an Information Technology training program and ongoing efforts to improve online learning for 
local students. -EDUCATION/BUSINESS/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 
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One person was killed in a house fire in Alexander County Thursday morning.  Firefighters responded to the 
call on H & H Lane in the Bethlehem Community around 5am.  After the fire was put out, the body was 
discovered inside.  The cause of the fire is under investigation. -SAFETY/COMMUNITY  

A Silver Alert has been issued for a missing and endangered woman from Statesville.  Authorities say 
42-year-old Annette  Rollins  is believed to have dementia or some other cognitive impairment.  She was last 
seen on 5th St. near Wilmington Ave wearing a dark colored toboggan, dark sweatshirt and blue jeans. 
Anyone with information about where Rollins may be is asked to call the Statesville Police Department at 
704-878-3406. -SAFETY/COMMUNITY 

Since 1977, the Bethlehem Star has graced the skyline as a treasured symbol of the Bethlehem community in 
Alexander County. On October 23rd of 2017, the Star was damaged beyond repair by the EF2 tornado that 
passed through Bethlehem. The Bethlehem Star was lit Saturday, March 21st with no fanfare or ceremony, to 
shine as a beacon of hope, comfort, and solidarity—a symbol of light in dark times. Cognizant of the request to 
avoid gatherings, there was not any ceremony, but plans for a celebration and joint worship are being made for 
the night the Star goes dark again, waiting to be, once again, a symbol of joy at Christmas time. 
-COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

Today, the Burke County Health Director was notified by Carolinas Healthcare System Blue Ridge of a positive 
COVID-19 case currently hospitalized. The case acquired the infection from traveling so this is not a 
community spread case. So that makes two positive cases of Burke County residents, the other case was 
reported in their home county of Mecklenburg. -SAFETY/HEALTH/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 
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avoid gatherings, there was not any ceremony, but plans for a celebration and joint worship are being made for 
the night the Star goes dark again, waiting to be, once again, a symbol of joy at Christmas time. 
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Today, the Burke County Health Director was notified by Carolinas Healthcare System Blue Ridge of a positive 
COVID-19 case currently hospitalized. The case acquired the infection from traveling so this is not a 
community spread case. So that makes two positive cases of Burke County residents, the other case was 
reported in their home county of Mecklenburg. -SAFETY/HEALTH/COMMUNITY 

NC Governor Roy Cooper has issued a Statewide Stay at Home order effective at 5pm Monday.  The order 
allows essential services to continue.  The order directs people to stay at home unless you need to leave for 
essentials, such as your job (at essential businesses) food, medicine, outdoor exercise, or to help others. 
-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/HEALTH/SAFETY/COVID-19 

Through a new campaign called “In This Together”, Blue Ridge Energy is increasing its efforts to help provide 
critical financial assistance to members and customers served by the electric cooperative and its propane and 
fuels subsidiary amid coronavirus (COVID-19) job and wage losses. Blue Ridge Energy has a long history of 
helping its members and customers. Recognizing the needs of many who are currently struggling, the 
cooperative established the “In This Together” campaign to provide unprecedented levels of crisis energy bill 
assistance. In This Together is funded by Operation Round Up donations. To make a larger impact during this 
critical time of need, Blue Ridge Energy invites the public to join them in giving. Donations can be made 
securely online at BlueRidgeEnergy.com/Together; by calling us at 1-800-451-5474; or sending a check made 
payment to Blue Ridge Energy Members Foundation to PO Box 112, Lenoir, NC 28645. 
-BUSINESS/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

3/30/2020 600 700 800 1:30 

On Friday, March 27, 2020 Governor Roy Cooper signed Executive Order 121, ordering North Carolinians to 
remain in their homes except for performing essential work and essential activities such as taking care of 
others, obtaining necessary supplies, and for health and safety purposes. This Stay at Home Order will help 
slow the spread of COVID-19 and prevent the medical system from being overwhelmed by keeping individuals 
from being exposed to the virus and keeping those who have the virus from spreading it to others. 
-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/SAFETY/HEALTH/COVID-19 

The Burke County Health Director was notified over the weekend of two additional positive cases of COVID-19 
which brings the total cases to 5 in Burke County. One case involved did not recently travel or report direct 
contact with anyone confirmed to have COVID-19 indicating community spread. Starting today, Burke County 
will only be reporting the positive cases for Burke County residents. Since residents are getting tested from 
outside county agencies and other counties are overwhelmed with managing their residents, negative tests are 
not getting reported. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 
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slow the spread of COVID-19 and prevent the medical system from being overwhelmed by keeping individuals 
from being exposed to the virus and keeping those who have the virus from spreading it to others. 
-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS/SAFETY/HEALTH/COVID-19 

The Burke County Health Director was notified over the weekend of two additional positive cases of COVID-19 
which brings the total cases to 5 in Burke County. One case involved did not recently travel or report direct 
contact with anyone confirmed to have COVID-19 indicating community spread. Starting today, Burke County 
will only be reporting the positive cases for Burke County residents. Since residents are getting tested from 
outside county agencies and other counties are overwhelmed with managing their residents, negative tests are 
not getting reported. -HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

3/31/2020 600 700 800 1:00 

Two new cases of COVID-19 have been identified in Catawba County, bringing the county’s current total case 
count to 16. Catawba County has received 222 negative COVID-19 test results. There have been no deaths 
associated with COVID-19 reported in Catawba County. According to new guidelines from the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS), healthcare providers are no longer required to submit 
a form to the local health department for every patient tested for COVID-19. Providers and patients are still 
required to follow all current NCDHHS guidelines regarding patient care and isolation during the testing period. 
-HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

3/31/2020 1500 1600 1700 1:00 

Two new cases of COVID-19 have been identified in Catawba County, bringing the county’s current total case 
count to 16. Catawba County has received 222 negative COVID-19 test results. There have been no deaths 
associated with COVID-19 reported in Catawba County. According to new guidelines from the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS), healthcare providers are no longer required to submit 
a form to the local health department for every patient tested for COVID-19. Providers and patients are still 
required to follow all current NCDHHS guidelines regarding patient care and isolation during the testing period. 
-HEALTH/SAFETY/COMMUNITY/COVID-19 

 
 
OTHER STATION ACTIVITIES (Staff Participation) 

BUSINESS:  

Fuel Caldwell Kickoff (Caldwell Chamber) 1/7/2020 

2020 L.A. Dysart Award (Caldwell Chamber) 2/11/2020 

 
COMMUNITY/FAMILY/YOUTH:  
 
Caldwell Rotary Club Chili Cook Off 2/24/2020 
 

 
 
  
 


