
4th Quarter Topic Report 2017 
WFWA Fort Wayne, IN

Combined Local/National Programming

October 1st – December 31st
The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by WFWA, Fort Wayne, Indiana along with the most 
significant programming treatment of those issues for the period stated above. The listing is by no means exhaustive. The order in 
which the listings appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Agriculture

Series Title:    Frontline
Episode Title:   War on the EPA
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/11/2017 10:00 PM
See how Scott Pruitt went from fighting the EPA to running the agency and rolling back years 
of policy. An investigation into the conservative political forces and causes, like climate change 
skepticism, that propelled Pruitt’s takeover of the EPA.

American History

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/13/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length:  00:06:03
Before he became the first African American to serve on the Supreme Court, Thurgood 
Marshall moved from town to town as part of the NAACP to represent black defendants in a 
justice system rampant with discrimination. Jeffrey Brown sits down with director Reginald 
Hudlin and actor Chadwick Boseman to discuss their new film “Marshall,” and how they 
captured the iconic judge in his youth.

Series Title:    The Vietnam War
Episode Title:   Things Fall Apart
Length:          90 minutes
Airdate:         10/27/2017 10:00 AM
Format:          Documentary



Seeing the violence and brutality of the Tet Offensive unfold on television, Americans begin to 
doubt Johnson's promise of "light at the end of the tunnel." LBJ decides not to run again. The 
country is staggered by assassinations and unrest.

Series Title:    Secrets of the Dead
Episode Title:   Ben Franklin's Bones
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/30/2017 10:30:00 PM
When skeletal remains of at least 10 people, including several infants, turned up in the basement 
of Benjamin Franklin’s British residence, people wondered if the Founding Father might have 
had a much darker side, as the bones had been meticulously cut and drilled. Franklin was aware 
of the bodies in his basement, but they weren’t the victims of violent acts. Rather, they were 
used for the purposes of an illegal anatomy school that helped shaped modern medicine.

Series Title:    Finding Your Roots
Episode Title:   Funny Business
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         12/19/2017 8:00 PM
Comedic guests Amy Schumer, Aziz Ansari and Maya Rudolph take a serious look at their 
family trees, learning contrasting stories of assimilation, independence, hardship and success all 
over the globe.

Arts/Culture

Series Title:    Finding Your Roots
Episode Title:   Puritans and Pioneers
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/17/2017 8:00:00 PM
Actors Ted Danson, Mary Steenburgen and William H. Macy trace their nonconformist 
ancestors through American conflicts �  the Civil War and the American Revolution, all the 
way back to the Puritan establishment.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/19/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length: 8:19
Troy Andrews, better known as Trombone Shorty, grew up with music all around him in New 
Orleans, first playing on the streets at age 4. Now with a Grammy, an international following 
and a new album, Andrews also devotes himself to the role of music educator in his hometown. 
Jeffrey Brown reports.



Series Title: Gene Marcus Piano Competition at IPFW – 2017

(Locally Produced)

Airdate: October 22nd 2017 @ 1:00pm

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         10/20/2017 11:00 PM
Service:         PBS 39-4
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length: 24:23
Grammy winner Peter Frampton remains one of the most celebrated artists and guitarists in rock 
history. At 16, he was the lead singer and guitarist for British band the Herd. At 18, he co-
founded one of the first super groups, seminal rock act Humble Pie. His session work includes 
such legendary artists as George Harrison, Harry Nilsson, David Bowie, Jerry Lee Lewis, Ringo 
Starr, John Entwistle and many others. His fifth solo album, the electrifying Frampton Comes 
Alive! is one of the top-selling live records of all time.

Series Title: Arts In Focus (Locally Produced)

Airdate: November 23rd 2017 @ 7:30pm

Arts program featuring local and regional artists, musicians, dancers, etc.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/25/2017 6:00 PM
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:09:32
Oscar-winning actor Tom Hanks is crossing over into the world of literature with a new 
collection of short stories that explore how people seek connections with others. The first-time 
author sits down with Jeffrey Brown to discuss his book, “Uncommon Type,” his love of 
typewriters and his obsession with American history.



Series Title: IPFW Holiday Concert (Locally Produced)

Airdate: December 4th 2017 @ 7:30pm (2hrs)

IPFW students perform classic holiday music.

Economy/Industry/Business

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         11/23/2017 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Segment Length: 3:20
Daniel Lubetzky, founder and CEO of the “Kind” snack company, believes kindness requires 
courage and action. After law school, Lubetzky founded a company to bring people of conflict 
regions together through business ventures, and it all started out with a jar of sun-dried tomato 
paste.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         12/7/2017 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Segment Length: 10:02
Four years ago, businesses in Kansas went from paying over 6 percent taxes to paying nothing 
at all, as part of a Republican experiment to boost the limp state economy. But when the 
massive drop in tax revenue destabilized the economy lawmakers started slashing the budget 
and social programs and underfunding schools. Economics correspondent Paul Solman reports 
on what happened next.

Environmental Issues

Series Title:    POV
Episode Title:   The Islands and the Whales
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/9/2017 10:00 PM



On the isolated Faroe Islands, the longtime whale-hunting practices of the Faroese are 
threatened by dangerously high mercury levels and anti-whaling activists. Like a canary in the 
mine, their tale sounds a warning to the rest of the world.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/12/2017 6:00:00 PM
Segment Length:  00:09:49
Puerto Rico’s painfully slow recovery from Hurricane Maria has alarmed the island’s residents 
and become the subject of a political fight. President Trump tweeted that federal aid in Puerto 
Rico cannot continue “forever,” drawing criticism from San Juan’s mayor. P.J. Tobia reports, 
then Judy Woodruff speaks with Puerto Rico Gov. Ricardo Rosselló about the aid citizens on 
the island are receiving.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/19/2017 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          NULL
Segment Length:  00:09:06

The Flint, Michigan, lead contamination disaster in 2015 raised awareness about the dangers of 
unsafe water. A new documentary, “Troubled Water,” created by journalism students at Arizona 
State University, explores how communities around the nation are affected, and how grassroots 
efforts are fighting back to bring clean water to families. Judy Woodruff reports.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/25/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length:  00:07:49
Replete with rare and endangered species, Cuba is a crown jewel of biodiversity in the 
Caribbean. Science correspondent Miles O'Brien reports on the ways scientists and 
conservationists are working to survey and protect the island’s rich, and sometimes unique, 
wildlife

Series Title:    NOVA
Episode Title:   Killer Hurricanes
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         11/1/2017 9:00 PM
Follow a team of experts investigating the Great Hurricane of 1780 that killed more people than 
any other Caribbean hurricane. Discover what made the storm so deadly and whether mega-
storms are more likely to strike in our rapidly changing climate.



Series Title:    Nature
Episode Title:   Invasion of the Killer Whales
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         11/29/2017 8:00:00 PM
As the ice shrinks in the Arctic, polar bears are struggling to survive in a fast melting world. 
Although classified a marine mammal, the polar bear is not adapted to hunting in the water. 
And it is certainly no match for the world’s greatest aquatic hunter — the killer whale. In the 
last few years, scientists have noted an ever-growing number of killer whales in Arctic waters in 
the summer months. More and more have been attracted to these hunting grounds by the 
growing expanse of open water. They attack the same prey as the polar bears: seals, narwhal, 
belugas and bowhead whales.

Series Title:    PBS Newshour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         12/9/2017 5:00 PM
Segment Length: 3:30
Authorities on Friday announced the first death related to the most recent wildfires that are 
ripping through Southern California. More than 200,000 people have been evacuated and 
thousands of firefighters continue to battle at least six blazes fed by high winds and dry 
weather. Sharon McNary, a reporter with Southern California Public Radio, joins Hari 
Sreenivasan with more.

General Health

Series Title: HealthLine (Locally Produced)

Air Date: October 24th 2017 @ 7:30pm   30 min

PBS39 invites viewers to call in with their questions for local experts.

This week’s Guest: Dr Rex Parent



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/17/2017 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Segment Length:  00:06:05
It’s been almost a month since Hurricane Maria battered Puerto Rico, killing at least 48 people, 
but citizens on the island are still coming to grips with the scale of the devastation. William 
Brangham speaks with David Begnaud of CBS News about new concerns of contamination and 
disease due to the island’s lack of drinking water, medical facilities and a backlog of supplies in 
San Juan.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/31/2017 6:00:00 PM
Segment Length:  00:05:49
As childhood obesity soars among low-income communities with limited access to fresh 
produce, some educators in Colorado are combating the problem by joining the farm-to-
preschool movement. Now these preschoolers are learning their ABCs while picking veggies 
from the school garden and preparing healthy meals. Special correspondent Cat Wise reports.

Legislative Issues/Local Government/General Local Interest

Series Title: Primetime39 (Locally Produced)

Air Date: November 17th 2017 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Topic: Indiana Veterans Services

Series Title: Indiana Week In Review

Air Date: November 5th 2017 @ 12:30pm   30 min

Hoosiers "in the know" are getting their answers from the show that does the talking: Indiana 
Week In Review. You may watch for the news, but you'll stay for the no-holds-barred debate 
and discussion. A look at issues facing Indiana from differing viewpoints makes for an 
entertaining, lively and informative half-hour.



National Politics with Local Interest

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/11/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length: 6:34
President Trump is expected to decertify Iran’s compliance with the international nuclear 
agreement struck in 2015. Judy Woodruff speaks with Federica Mogherini, foreign policy chief 
for the European Union and one of the nuclear deal’s chief negotiators, on whether the pact 
could still hold despite the president’s decision and her reaction to Trump’s leadership.

Series Title:    Washington Week
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         10/13/2017 8:00 PM
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:17:09
Chief of Staff John Kelly addressed his new role at a rare press conference this week. The 
panelists recapped the event, along with Kelly’s first two months on the job and Republican 
Sen. Susan Collins’ recent big announcement.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/18/2017 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Segment Length: 3:34
In our news wrap Wednesday, Attorney General Jeff Sessions insisted at a hearing before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee that he never lied about his conversations with the Russian 
ambassador during the 2016 presidential campaign. Also, President Trump renewed his 
criticisms of former FBI director James Comey over the Hillary Clinton email probe.

Series Title:    PBS Newshour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         11/11/2017 5:00 PM
Segment Length: 24:55
On this edition for Saturday, Nov. 11, President Trump said he questioned Vladimir Putin about 
Russian meddling in the U.S. election, and researchers explore whether indoor farming could 
solve world food shortages. Also, on Veteran’s Day, a film explores post-war trauma. Megan 
Thompson anchors from New York



Series Title:    PBS Newshour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         12/2/2017 5:00 PM
Segment Length: 3:48
The Senate passed a $1.5 trillion tax package early Saturday, pushing closer to one of the 
largest overhauls of the U.S. tax code in decades. But the vote came just hours after the final 
text of the nearly 500-page bill was released, provoking several, last-minute negotiations on the 
Senate floor. Lisa Desjardins joins Hari Sreenivasan for more on what made it into the bill and 
what’s next.

Series Title:    Frontline
Episode Title:   American Patriot
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         12/5/2017 10:00 PM
Examine the violent battle between a ranching family in the West and the federal government. 
See how a fight over land became deadly, invigorated a wider right-wing anti-government 
movement and continues to challenge prosecutors and law enforcement.

Series Title:    Washington Week
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         12/8/2017 8:00 PM
Segment Length: 24:24
Three lawmakers resigned this week amid a wave of sexual misconduct allegations. Republican 
Congressman Trent Frank from Arizona announced he is leaving office, and Democrats have 
cast out Sen. Al Franken and Rep. John Conyers. Republicans continue to rally around Alabama 
Senate candidate Roy Moore, who has been accused of pursuing teenagers when he was in his 
thirties. The panelists discussed the impact of the allegations and if voters may look past 
accusations against Moore in next week's election.

Mental Health

Series Title: Matters of the Mind (Locally Produced)

Air Date: November 20th 2017 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Psychiatrist Jay Fawver answers viewer calls about mental health issues



Science and Technology

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/18/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length: 6:08
Astronomers witnessed for the first time ever a rare collision of two dense neutron stars. The 
discovery began with an instrument called LIGO, which won this year’s Nobel Prize for its 
discovery of gravitational waves once predicted by Albert Einstein. Science correspondent 
Miles O’Brien joins Hari Sreenivasan to explain how the collision was detected and what it 
reveals about the universe.

Series Title:    Aurora - Fire in the Sky
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         11/29/2017 10:00 PM
Examine legends about the origins and meaning of the aurora, the colorful glow that often 
brightens the night sky in Earth’s polar regions. Investigate the myths of Finland’s Saami, 
Alaska’s Inuit, Canada’s Native Americans and New Zealand’s Maori.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         11/21/2017 6:00:00 PM
Segment Length: 5:27
The Trump administration could potentially change how consumers access video, music, web 
stories and other online content by rolling back many of the net neutrality rules passed by the 
Obama administration. FCC Chairman Ajit Pai says the government should stop 
"micromanaging" the web. What does that mean for consumers? Jeffrey Brown takes a closer 
look with Kim Hart of Axios.

Series Title:    Hawking
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         12/6/2017 10:00 PM
This is the intimate and revealing story of Stephen Hawking’s life. Told for the first time in 
Hawking’s own words and with unique access to his home and public life, this is a personal 
journey through Hawking’s world. The audience joins him at home, under the care of his 
nursing team; in San Jose as he “wows” a packed theatre audience; in Silicon Valley as he 
meets a team of technicians who hope to speed up his communication system; and as he throws 
a party for family and friends. HAWKING also carefully tells Hawking’s life journey, from 
boyhood under-achiever to PhD genius, and from a healthy cox on the Oxford rowing team to 
diagnosis of motor neuron disease, given just two years to live — yet surviving several close 



brushes with death. The film also highlights his greatest scientific discoveries and plots his rise 
to fame and superstardom.

Senior/Aging Issues

Series Title: Life Ahead (Locally Produced)

Air Date: December 13th 2017 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Local experts answer viewer questions on a variety of senior related topics.

War/Veterans/National Security

Series Title:    Frontline
Episode Title:   Mosul
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/18/2017 10:00 PM
Inside the brutal battle to defeat ISIS in Mosul. With extraordinary combat footage, the film 
follows an Iraqi Special forces unit that bore the brunt of the fight. Also this hour, a rare look at 
airstrikes on Yemen by a Saudi Arabia led coalition.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/19/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length: 3:47
White House Chief of Staff John Kelly made an appearance at during the press briefing 
Thursday to try to put to rest the controversy over the treatment of Gold Star families that has 
plagued President Trump in the last few days. John Yang reports on Kelly, himself a Gold Star 
father, and his defense of Mr. Trump.

Series Title:    Dick Cavett's Vietnam
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/24/2017 10:30:30 PM
On the 40th anniversary of the official end of the Vietnam War, this program examines the war 
and its impact on America through the prism of interviews conducted by the iconic host of “The 
Dick Cavett Show,” which featured thoughtful conversation and debate from all sides of the 
political spectrum. The program combines interviews from Cavett’s shows with archival 



footage, network news broadcasts and audio/visual material from the National Archives to 
provide insight and perspective on this controversial chapter of American history.

Series Title:    The Draft
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/31/2017 10:30 PM
The question of who serves in America’s military has shaped battle strategy and foreign policy 
and stranded Americans in uniform for years on distant battlefields. From the Civil War to the 
conflicts of the Vietnam era, forced military service has torn the nation apart — and sometimes, 
as in WWII, united Americans in a common purpose. Hear how a single, controversial issue 
continues to define America.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/31/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length: 11:15
Social media giants Facebook, Twitter and Google came to Congress on Tuesday to admit 
publicly that their platforms have a political dark side, and that Russia used them to try to 
manipulate how Americans voted. Nick Schifrin offers a recap of the hearing and Judy 
Woodruff takes a deeper look with Thomas Rid of Johns Hopkins University and Tim Wu of 
Columbia University.

Series Title:    Frontline | Putin's Revenge
Episode Title:    
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         11/1/2017 10:00 PM
How the U.S. struggled to confront Vladimir Putin over Russian involvement in the 2016 
election. The film investigates how revenge may have motivated Putin to target American 
democracy, and the U.S. responses under Presidents Obama and Trump.

Series Title:    Independent Lens
Episode Title:   Shadow World
Length:          90 minutes
Airdate:         11/20/2017 9:30 PM
Discover the shocking reality of the global arms trade through the stories of those who 
perpetrate and investigate this shadow economy - the only business that counts its profits in 
billions and its losses in human lives.



Series Title:    POV
Episode Title:   Almost Sunrise
Length:          120 minutes
Airdate:         11/13/2017 10:00 PM
In an attempt to put haunting combat experiences behind them, two friends embark on a 2,700-
mile trek on foot across America. The film captures an unprecedented portrait of veterans, one 
of hope, potential and untold possibilities.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         12/4/2017 6:00:00 PM
Segment Length: 11:58
The Friday guilty plea by former national security advisor Michael Flynn touched off a running 
response from President Trump on Robert Mueller's Russia investigation. Taken together, two 
of the president’s statements could suggest interference. P.J. Tobia reports and Miles O’Brien 
talks to former FBI official Stephanie Douglas and Carol Leonnig of The Washington Post.



Women’s Issues

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         10/17/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length: 14:15
In the wake of the Harvey Weinstein story, the hashtag #MeToo has inspired millions of women 
to share stories of harassment in the workplace and culture. Judy Woodruff explores what’s 
driving the movement with Fatima Goss Graves of the National Women’s Law Center, Melissa 
Silverstein of Women and Hollywood, Lisa Senecal of Vermont Commission on Women and 
Leigh Gilmore of Wellesley College.

Series Title: To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         11/3/2017 4:30:00 PM
Service:         PBS WFWA Digital Channel 39-4
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length: 25:43
Sexual Assault: After so many high-profile cases of alleged assault, is this a turning point 
towards a culture that holds abusers accountable? Women’s Equality Party: Catherine Mayer, 
co-founder of the Women’s Equality Party, speaks on “Equalia” and her TIME Magazine 
lawsuit.  PANEL: Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC), Juleanna Glover, Rina Shah, Siobhan 
"Sam" Bennett

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         11/21/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length: 10:28
More allegations of sexual misconduct in high-profile industries have led to resignations, 
suspensions and firings. What kind of consequences should the accused face? Lisa Desjardins 
recaps the latest political complaints and Judy Woodruff sits down with Rebecca Traister of 
New York Magazine and Maya Raghu of the National Women's Law Center to discuss what 
recourse should be available to victims.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         12/7/2017 6:00 PM
Segment Length: 8:43
Every day, about 50 people are sexually assaulted or raped in the workplace in the U.S. While 
the entertainment industry and the political world have been in the headlines, the problem 
extends to those who work in hotels, clean offices, serve food. Judy Woodruff talks to Bernice 
Yeung of Reveal, from the Center for Investigative Reporting and Alejandra Valles of SEIU 
United Service Workers West.

Series Title:    Independent Lens
Episode Title:   Supergirl
Length:          90 minutes
Airdate:         12/18/2017 10:00 PM
Meet Naomi, a seemingly ordinary Orthodox Jewish preteen from New Jersey whose 
extraordinary talent breaking world powerlifting records turns her into an international 
phenomenon in this unique coming-of-age story.

Youth/Education

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         11/22/2017 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Segment Length: 2:18
In an era marked by cries of “fake news,” teaching media literacy skills to young consumers is 
more important than ever. How do schools teach students consuming and sharing news 
responsibly? PBS Newshour’s Student Reporting Labs talks to students about how they 
experience news and what they think about journalism today.

Series Title:    Independent Lens
Episode Title:   Newtown
Length:          90 minutes
Airdate:         12/11/2017 10:00:00 PM
Explore the aftermath and resilience of a community devastated by the 2012 shooting at Sandy 
Hook Elementary, which took the lives of 20 children and six educators in Newtown, 
Connecticut.


