
1st Quarter Topic Report 2017 
WFWA Fort Wayne, IN

Combined Local/National Programming

January 1st – March 31st 

The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by WFWA, Fort Wayne, Indiana along with the most 
significant programming treatment of those issues for the period stated above. The listing is by no means exhaustive. The order in 
which the listings appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

American History

Series Title:    Frontline

Episode Title:   President Trump

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/3/2017 10:00 PM

Examine the key moments that shaped President-elect Donald Trump. Interviews with advisors, business 
associates and biographers reveal how Trump transformed himself from real estate developer to entertainer to 
president.

Series Title:    Finding Your Roots

Episode Title:   Tragedy + Time = Comedy

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/7/2017 8:00:00 PM

Uncover a history of tragedies and triumphs in the families of three of America’s funniest men—Jimmy 
Kimmel, Norman Lear and Bill Hader—as they learn how comedy truly has its place in all aspects of life.



Series Title:    History Detectives

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/4/2017 5:00:00 PM   39-4 (Explore Channel)

Can the Japanese characters carved into this cane unlock the mystery of a family’s past in a World War II 
relocation camp? Can HISTORY DETECTIVES trace this unusual wooden telescope to its Revolution era 
ancestor? And is this drawing of huge, eight pound gold nuggets genuine or another example of Gold Rush 
hype?

Series Title:    10 Homes that Changed America

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/14/2017 8:00:00 PM

Visit homes that transformed residential living, from grand estates like Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello and 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater to the pueblos of Taos, New Mexico, and the tenements of 19th-century 
New York.

Arts/Culture

Series Title:    Sidney Lumet: American Masters

Length:          120 minutes

Airdate:         1/3/2017 8:00:00 PM

Journey through the life’s work of the socially conscious director of Serpico, 12 Angry Men and Network in a 
never-before-seen interview. With candor, humor and grace, Sidney Lumet reveals what matters to him as an 
artist and as a human being.



Series Title:    In Jackson Heights

Length:          210 minutes

Airdate:         1/6/2017 9:00:00 PM

Examine the daily life of residents in an ethnically and culturally diverse community in Queens, New York. 
Witness the conflict between retaining ties to the traditions of their countries of origin and the desire to learn 
and adapt to American mores.

Series Title: Arts In Focus (Locally Produced)

Airdate: January 12th 2017 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Arts program featuring local and regional artists, musicians, dancers, etc.

Series Title: Indiana State Marching Band Competition

Air Date: January 8th   2017 @ 1:00pm

High School marching bands from across Indiana compete for the state title.

Series Title:    Patsy Cline: American Masters

Length:          90 minutes

Airdate:         2/14/2017 8:00:00 PM

Celebrate the life and legacy of the groundbreaking “Crazy” singer who defined modern country music. 
Narrated by Rosanne Cash, the film features interviews with LeAnn Rimes, Kacey Musgraves, Reba McEntire, 
Beverly D’Angelo, Wanda Jackson and others.



Mary Tyler Moore: A Celebration

Length: 60 min

Airdate: March 24th 2017 @ 9pm

She "turned the world on with her smile" on The Dick Van Dyke Show, The Mary Tyler Moore Show and 
countless movie roles. This special features dozens of classic clips plus comments from Betty White, Ed Asner, 
Valerie Harper, Cloris Leachman, Gavin MacLeod, John Amos, Carl Reiner, Dick Van Dyke, and Mary Tyler 
Moore herself. Plus, Oprah Winfrey recounts Mary Tyler Moore's critical role in inspiring Oprah -- and millions 
of others -- as TV's first independent career woman.

Business & Industry

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/3/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:06:32

How Trump offers a mixture of incentive and shame for business leaders: Ford announced Tuesday it’s 
scrapping plans to build a $1.6 billion plant in Mexico and will instead invest $700 million into an existing 
Michigan plant, and hire 700 workers in the U.S. Though it’s a drop in the bucket in terms of the American 
economy, it’s symbolically significant. William Brangham speaks with Josh Boak of the Associate Press about 
whether President-elect Donald Trump can take any credit.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/2/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:10:02

Zappos is a weird company — and it’s happy that way: At Zappos, an engaging work culture comes first; the 
company lavishly invests in morale. But what's the business rationale for spending generously to make 
employees happy? Economics correspondent Paul Solman visits the eccentric Las Vegas headquarters of 
Zappos, a company that's known for its devoted customer service and philosophy of self-management rather 
than hierarchy.



Economy

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/2/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:09:56

How the GOP plans to begin dismantling Obama’s legacy: The new Congress starts work this week, with the 
Republicans in control of both houses. Soon, they’ll also have the White House. What’s on the GOP agenda? 
William Brangham talks to Lisa Desjardins, Amy Walter of the Cook Political Report and NPR’s Tamara Keith 
about the goal of ditching Obamacare, confirmation hearings for Trump Cabinet nominees, tax reform and 
more.

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley

Length:          30 minutes

Airdate:         2/8/2017 11:00:00 PM   39-4 (Explore Channel)

Segment Length:  00:24:10

Global Trade Watchdog Lori Wallach: the Director of Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch discusses the future 
of global trade under the Trump administration.



Environment/Natural Disaster

Series Title:    Independent Lens

Episode Title:   Containment/Excerpt from Uranium Drive-In

Length:          90 minutes

Airdate:         1/9/2017 10:00:00 PM

Explore our attempts to plan for our radioactive future and the startling failure to manage waste in the present. 
Left over from the Cold War are a hundred million gallons of radioactive sludge, covering a vast amount of 
land. 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/11/2017 6:00:00 PM

O.B. Date:       1/11/2017 7:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:08:56

Obama’s ‘bold, yet fragile’ climate legacy: President Obama is passionate, and vocal, about combating climate 
change. As his tenure draws to a close, science correspondent Miles O’Brien reviews the administration's 
environmental policy -- from the 2009 “cap-and-trade” climate bill, to the 2015 Paris accord, to executive 
orders on greenhouse gas emissions -- in assessing the president's legacy.

Series Title:    Nature

Episode Title:   Meet the Coywolf

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/4/2017 8:00:00 PM

O.B. Date:       1/22/2014 8:00:00 PM

The coywolf, a mixture of western coyote and eastern wolf, is a remarkable new hybrid carnivore that is taking 
over territories once roamed by wolves and slipping unnoticed into our cities.  Its appearance is very recent - 
within the last 90 years - in evolutionary terms, a blip in time.  Beginning in Canada but by no means ending 
there, the story of how it came to be is an extraordinary tale of how quickly adaptation and evolution can occur, 
especially when humans interfere.  Tag along as scientists study this new top predator, tracking it from the 
wilderness of Ontario's Algonquin Park, through parking lots, alleys and backyards in Toronto all the way to the 
streets of New York City.



Series Title:    NOVA

Episode Title:   The Nuclear Option

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/11/2017 9:00:00 PM

Five years after the Fukushima disaster, the future of nuclear power is in question. Join engineers as they 
embark on an unprecedented cleanup and investigate new nuclear technologies that would prevent future 
meltdowns.

Series Title:    Aurora - Fire in the Sky

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/1/2017 10:00:00 PM

Examine legends about the origins and meaning of the aurora, the colorful glow that often brightens the night 
sky in Earth’s polar regions. Investigate the myths of Finland’s Saami, Alaska’s Inuit, Canada’s Native 
Americans and New Zealand’s Maori.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/13/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:06:13

Precarious Oroville Dam highlights challenges of California water management: At Northern California’s Lake 
Oroville, water levels receded Monday, stopping the overflow of water from the dam’s emergency spillway. 
This reduced the risk of immediate uncontrolled flooding -- but longer-term concerns remain. William 
Brangham speaks with Jeffrey Mount of the Public Policy Institute of California about the massive evacuation 
that took place and the outlook for the dam's future.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/1/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:09:00

Despite protests, Dakota Access Pipeline nears completion: Last year, the Obama administration froze the 
controversial Dakota Access Pipeline, designed to carry North Dakota oil to Illinois. But President Trump has 
rebooted construction, which is now near completion. Public media's "Inside Energy" in conjunction with 
Rocky Mountain PBS produced a documentary called "Beyond Standing Rock" set to air on PBS stations in 
March. Reporter Leigh Paterson has this story.

General Health

Series Title: HealthLine (Locally Produced)

Air Date: February 14th 2017 @ 7:30pm   30 min

PBS39 invites viewers to call in with their questions for local experts.

Topic: Women’s Heart Disease

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/8/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:03:18

Battle over GOP health care bill begins with review of the nitty-gritty: The Republican bill to replace the 
Affordable Care Act officially began its journey through Congress, as two committees started drafting details. 
Pushed by GOP leaders and the White House, the bill faces opposition from Democrats, conservative critics and 
powerful interest groups, while multiple analysts concluded that millions more will be left without coverage. 
Lisa Desjardins reports.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/13/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:08:31

Two views on the pros and cons of the GOP health care bill: The Congressional Budget Office predicts that 
more people than who got health care under Obamacare will lose coverage under the repeal bill proposed by 
Republicans. But the bill also shows cuts in federal spending and a smaller deficit. John Yang gets reaction to 
the proposed law from Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel of the University of Pennsylvania and Lanhee Chen of the Hoover 
Institution.

Government/Politics (National)

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend

Length:          30 minutes

Airdate:         1/8/2017 5:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:25:03

On this episode for Sunday, Jan. 8, President-elect Donald Trump’s cabinet nominees prepare for their Senate 
confirmation hearings this week. Later, a look at the debate over incarcerating juveniles as adults. Hari 
Sreenivasan anchors from New York.

Amid ethics concerns, Senate confirmation process set to begin: With Senate confirmation hearings set to begin 
this week, the independent Office of Government Ethics on Saturday expressed "great concern" that several 
cabinet nominees have not yet completed an ethics review. The Trump transition team has pushed back on those 
concerns, saying they “politicize the process.” For more on the hearings, NewsHour's Lisa Desjardins joins Hari 
Sreenivasan.



Series Title:    Washington Week

Length:          30 minutes

Airdate:         1/6/2017 8:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:25:02

Trump briefed on intel report blaming Putin for election meddling and Congress returns to debate Obamacare: 
U.S. intelligence agencies briefed President-elect Donald Trump on a new report on cyberattacks on the 
Democratic National Committee and government agencies that found Russia committed the attacks to help 
Trump's campaign. Plus, the Republican-led Congress returned for a new session and started to debate two key 
Trump campaign promises. GOP leaders are figuring out how to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act and 
strip funding for Planned Parenthood. Also on the agenda: building a wall on the border with Mexico.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend

Length:          30 minutes

Airdate:         2/4/2017 5:00:00 PM

On this edition for Saturday, Feb. 4, the Trump administration's ban on immigration from seven mostly Muslim 
countries is on hold nationwide following Friday’s restraining order by a federal court judge. Later, armed 
Arizona citizens are patrolling the U.S.-Mexico border because they say the government has failed to secure it. 
Alison Stewart anchors from New York.

Awaiting Senate confirmation, Trump cabinet posts left vacant: Entering President Donald Trump’s third week, 
only five members of his cabinet have been sworn in, including the secretaries of State, Defense, Homeland 
Security, and Transportation. The heads of 15 other departments are awaiting Senate confirmation. In addition, 
hundreds of staff positions remain vacant. Roll Call Reporter Niels Lesniewski joins Alison Stewart from 
Washington to discuss.

Reassessing U.S. relations with Ukraine: On President Donald Trump’s call list Saturday was Ukraine President 
Poroshenko. The conversation comes after a week of some of the worst fighting in the last two year between 
Ukrainian and pro-Russia separatist fighters killed 30 people. Alison Stewart is joined by Professor Timothy 
Frye, chair of the political science department at Columbia University, to talk about international relations.



Series Title:    Charlie Rose

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/9/2017 12:00:00 AM

Segment Length:  00:07:38

Adam Liptak, Supreme Court correspondent for The New York Times, and guest host Jeff Glor provide an 
update on President Trump's controversial immigration order.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/9/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:04:42

Why the 9th Circuit Court rejected Trump’s immigration ban appeal: A federal appeals court has refused to 
reinstate President Trump's immigration order in a unanimous decision on Thursday. Mr. Trump called it "a 
political decision" and tweeted, "SEE YOU IN COURT." Marcia Coyle of The National Law Journal joins Judy 
Woodruff to offer a recap of what the judges concluded and what’s next for the Trump administration’s case.

Series Title:    Washington Week

Length:          30 minutes

Airdate:         2/3/2017 8:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:24:30

Donald Trump’s worldview and how the world views the new president: President Trump is marshaling a new 
worldview through a flurry of hastily signed executive orders affecting American diplomacy and domestic 
policy.  From a ban on residents from seven predominantly Muslim countries to new sanctions on Iran to 
contentious calls with American allies, the new president is shaping a new vision of America on the world 
stage. The panel reports on the new world order of the Trump administration and the influencers jockeying for 
power inside the white House. Plus, a look at Neil Gorsuch, Donald Trump's nominee to fill the vacancy on the 
Supreme Court.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/6/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:09:24

What’s behind Trump’s charge that Obama ordered Trump Tower wiretap? President Trump sparked a 
firestorm with a tweet over the weekend, accusing his predecessor -- without offering evidence -- of 
wiretapping Trump Tower ahead of the election and asking Congress to investigate. John Yang speaks with 
Rep. Adam Schiff, ranking member of the House Intelligence Committee, and former Department of Homeland 
Security official Stewart Baker.

Legislative Issues/Local Government/General Local Interest

Series Title: Primetime39 (Locally Produced)

Topic: Legislative Call In  Edition

Air Date: March 3rd  2017 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Host Bruce Haines welcomes area Legislator to the PBS39 Studios and opens up the phone lines for viewers to 
call in their questions. 

Series Title: Indiana Week In Review

Air Date: March 26th  2017 @ 12:30pm   30 min

Hoosiers "in the know" are getting their answers from the show that does the talking: Indiana Week In Review. 
You may watch for the news, but you'll stay for the no-holds-barred debate and discussion. A look at issues 
facing Indiana from differing viewpoints makes for an entertaining, lively and informative half-hour.

Local History



Mental Health

Series Title: Matters of the Mind (Locally Produced)

Air Date: February 13th  2017 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Psychiatrist Jay Fawver answers viewer calls about mental health issues

Science and Technology

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/4/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:09:27

Demand for clean energy inspires new generation to innovate nuclear power: The next generation of nuclear 
power is coming, as concerns about climate change bring the industry out of hibernation. Science correspondent 
Miles O’Brien reports on how new startups and young scientists are hoping to develop solutions for safely 
generating vast amounts of nuclear energy.

Series Title:    NOVA

Episode Title:   The Origami Revolution

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/15/2017 9:00:00 PM

The ancient art of paper folding is sparking scientific advances, affecting drug development and future NASA 
space missions. Discover how the art of origami is reshaping the world around us as scientists uncover the 
power of folding.



Series Title:    Charlie Rose

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/8/2017 12:00:00 AM

Segment Length:  00:14:29

Author Brad Stone presents “The Upstarts: How Uber, Airbnb, and the Killer Companies of the New Silicon 
Valley Are Changing the World.”

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley

Length:          30 minutes

Airdate:         2/7/2017 11:00:00 PM   39-4

George Lakoff: the cognitive science and linguistics professor joins us to discuss the scientific factors behind 
the suggestive media messaging used by the Trump administration.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/15/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:06:26

Typing sentences by simply thinking is possible with new technology: For decades, researchers have worked to 
find and create more direct connections between the human brain and computers. New groundbreaking 
technology may now help improve the lives of people who are paralyzed or experience severe limb weakness 
due to illness such as ALS. Special correspondent Cat Wise reports.

  

Senior/Aging Issues

Series Title: Life Ahead (Locally Produced)

Air Date: February 22nd  2017 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Local experts answer viewer questions on a variety of senior related topics.

Host: Sandy Thompson

Guest : Heritage Park Nursing Care      



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/8/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:05:06

How will new GOP tax credits compare with health insurance premiums? Under the new Republican plan to 
repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act, tax credits would assist uninsured people to buy coverage. But the 
criteria that determine eligibility is shifting, with age becoming a greater factor than income. Judy Woodruff 
talks to Julie Rovner of Kaiser Health News about the impact if the plan becomes law.

War/Veterans/National Security

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/2/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:02:02

Turkey nightclub attacker still at large; ISIS claims responsibility: In Turkey, a nationwide manhunt is 
underway for the attacker who opened fire on an Istanbul nightclub in the early hours of New Year’s Day, 
killing 39. Turkey has been a key player in the fight against the Islamic State group in Syria, and the attack 
comes two weeks after the assassination of the Russian ambassador in Istanbul. William Brangham reports.

Series Title:    Charlie Rose

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/13/2017 12:00am (midnight)

An hour with the outgoing United States secretary of defense Ash Carter, who discussed America's military role 
in the world as well as ongoing concerns, including, the Islamic State and the wars in Iraq and Syria; the U.S. 
withdrawal from Iraq; Russia and Russian aggression through cyber attacks; Iran; North Korea and nuclear 
concerns; China and Asia; our relationship with Iran; our role in Afghanistan; the problems of gridlock and 
budgetary turbulence in Washington; and his efforts to form relationships with Silicon Valley and manage the 
Defense Department as a learning institution.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/12/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:10:34

What kind of threat does Russia pose to the U.S.? President-elect Trump has said he would like to improve 
relations with Russia. But his choice for defense secretary, Gen. James Mattis, views Russia as America’s 
number one threat. What’s the reality of the White House-Kremlin dynamic? Steve Inskeep discusses with 
Evelyn Farkas, a former Defense Department official, and Michael McFaul, former U.S. ambassador to Russia.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/15/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:05:51

Sen. Klobuchar wants to know why Trump administration is ‘eager’ for Russia connection: Democrats on 
Capitol Hill are calling for an independent investigation to address unanswered questions surrounding Michael 
Flynn's resignation and new reports of regular contact between the Trump campaign and Russian officials. Judy 
Woodruff speaks with Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., about what and how she would like to probe in the wake 
of Flynn’s departure.

Series Title:    Charlie Rose

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/7/2017 12:00:00 AM

Segment Length:  00:26:25

A Dan Senor conversation with general Michael Hayden, former director of both the CIA and the NSA, who 
discusses national security under the Trump administration.



Women’s Issues

Series Title:    Charlie Rose

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/2/2017 12:00:00 AM

Segment Length:  00:29:31

Ursula Burns, chairman and former C.E.O. of Xerox, discusses her 37 years with the company.

Series Title:    Charlie Rose

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/11/2017 12:00:00 AM

Segment Length:  00:28:59

Fashion designer Tory Burch discusses "Embrace Ambition," her foundation's global campaign in honor of 
International Women's Day.



Youth/Education

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/6/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:03:27

The failure cycle causing a shortage of black male teachers: Why are there so few black male teachers? Chris 
Emdin of Columbia University suggests that a cycle of failure haunts students and their teachers. Students act 
out, so teachers tighten the rules; more restrictions combined with dull and irrelevant curricula cause students to 
fail, and teachers quit -- thinking it’s their fault. Emdin raps his Humble Opinion on why the system needs to be 
changed.

Series Title:    Independent Lens

Episode Title:   Best and Most Beautiful Things

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/2/2017 10:00:00 PM

Best and Most Beautiful Things is a celebration of outcasts everywhere, following a precocious young blind 
woman who disappears into quirky obsessions and isolation. With humor and bold curiosity, she chases love 
and freedom in the most unexpected of places: a provocative fringe community.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         1/10/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:07:50

Struggling schools benefit from adding arts to learning: At ReNEW Cultural Arts Academy, students put their 
multiplication tables to song, while eighth graders use the musical “Hamilton” to study debate. The public 
charter school’s curriculum is a product of a federal effort to use arts education to boost achievement in the 
nation’s lowest performing schools. Jeffrey Brown reports.



Series Title:    Charlie Rose

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/11/2017 12:00 AM

In this episode of the Brain Series, a panel of experts explain the relationship between childhood adversity and 
the developing brain.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         2/7/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:09:07

Children of color with autism face disparities of care and isolation: African-American children are often 
diagnosed with autism at older ages than white children, missing years of potential intervention and treatment. 
Special correspondent John Donvan and producer Karen Zucker meet a black family who struggled to find 
community and resources for their son with autism, but are now helping others who need answers and support.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/14/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:06:38

Are school vouchers good for education? That debate is playing out in Indiana: Indiana is one of nearly 30 
states that offer vouchers or similar programs with the goal of allowing parents to use public funds for private 
schooling. When the state launched the program, it was designed for low-income students. But enrollment 
skyrocketed when the program was dramatically broadened by then-Gov. Mike Pence. Special correspondent 
Lisa Stark of Education Week reports.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour

Length:          60 minutes

Airdate:         3/6/2017 6:00:00 PM

Segment Length:  00:03:48

Student scientists devise experiment that will really take off: Students from 21 schools across the U.S. and 
Canada competed for the chance to have their science experiments sent to the International Space Station. One 



of the student teams selected, from East High School in Rochester, New York, designed an experiment on the 
process of photosynthesis. Special correspondent Sasha-Ann Simons from PBS station WXXI reports.


