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APRIL 2020 

4/1/20, 8:00am, 48 minutes – Congressman Ed Case 

Hawaii Congressman Ed Case joins the discussion on the coronavirus and addresses the crisis at 

the Federal level. What is the stimulus package all about? Who is eligible? How does one claim 

the money? Rep. Case breaks down the complexities of the bills that Congress has passed to 

date.  

4/2/20, 8:00am, 38 minutes – Sondra Leiggi-Brandon / Mental health during the corona 

crisis 

Sondra Leiggi-Brandon is Director of Behavior Health at Queen’s Medical Center. She discusses 

the impact of the coronavirus on residents’ mental health and the various problems that are being 

magnified. She also recommends coping mechanisms to help reduce stress. How do we handle 

the avalanche of information? How do we handle the constant contact with family members 

during lockdown? How should parents handle their kids during the pandemic, how much info to 

share, how to structure their day. Where can people get info on more mental health.  

4/3/2020, 8:00am, 20 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green / update on Hawaii’s status 

Lt. Gov. Josh Green is today’s guest. He is the state’s health care coronavirus liaison and an 

emergency room doctor. The LG updates Hawaii on the progress of the state’s battle against 

coronavirus. He encourages listeners to do all the recommended actions to help flatten the curve 

of the progress of the virus. Green points out the importance of getting to April 30th, as a 

milestone in the fight. What does someone do if they think they have the virus. He also addresses 

people who may be asymptomatic.  

4/6/2020, 8:00am, 20 minutes – Daniel Roselle / Pet care during the covid crisis 

Daniel Roselle is the Community Relations director at the Hawaiian Humane Society. The issue 

is pets and the pandemic. During lockdown, pets can get forgotten or left behind while people 

take care of other needs, and as jobs and income get impacted. More pets have been given up 

during the covid crisis. He also talks about relief efforts for pet owners impacted by covid.  

4/7/2020, 8:00am, 11 minutes – Elisia Flores / Restaurant industry’s response to covid 

Restaurants have been severely impacted by COVID-19. Elisia Flores is CEO fo L&L Hawaiian 

BBQ. What is L&L doing after the business shutdown. She describes the L&L relief program, 

how they’re waiving franchise fees for two months, helping to relieve the financial pressure for 

franchisees. L&L is instituting their “Acts of Aloha” campaign to help encourage Hawaii 

residents through the crisis. The restaurant industry as a whole is ramping up cleanliness 

procedures. 

4/8/2020, 7:40am, 36 minutes – Peter Ingram / CEO Hawaiian Airlines  

Peter Ingram is Pres/CEO of Hawaiian Airlines. He describes the impact of the coronavirus and 

the shutdown on Hawaiian Air. He describes the business atmosphere at Hawaiian. He talks 

about the sanitation practices employed by the airline. Ingram talks about the functions that HA 

continues to do that help Hawaii. 



KUMU KOKUA 
QUARTERLY REPORT 
APR/MAY/JUN 2020 
KUMU HONOLULU 

 

 

is today’s guest. He is the state’s health care coronavirus liaison and an emergency room 

4/10/2020, 8:00am, 31 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green / update on Hawaii’s status  

Lt. Gov. Josh Green doctor. The LG updates Hawaii on the progress of the state’s battle against 

coronavirus. He encourages listeners to do all the recommended actions to help flatten the curve 

of the progress of the virus. Green points out the importance of getting to April 30th, as a 

milestone in the fight. What does someone do if they think they have the virus. He also addresses 

people who may be asymptomatic.  

4/13/2020, 8:00am, 38 minutes – Steve Levins/ Consumer protection during the pandemic  

Steve Levins is the Exec. Director of the Office of Consumer Protection for Hawaii. He tells 

listeners about some of the scams that are going on during the coronavirus pandemic. What are 

some of the scams happening in Hawaii? What are some of the scam techniques to watch for? 

Scammers are targeting the influx of stimulus checks. He focuses on the importance of our senior 

population to be vigilant as scammers target them all the time. He touches on what to watch out 

for when it comes to mortgages.  

4/14/2020, 8:00am, 59 minutes – Dr. Darragh O’Carroll/ Good health practices during 

covid 

Dr. Carroll is an emergency room physician at Kuakini Medical Center. He describes the 

coronavirus pandemic in general and good practices that everyone should practice to avoid 

infection. What are some of the characteristics the virus? He talks about asymptomatic patients 

and how they impact the general population. He talks about the proper use of masks and the 

impact of different activities on your breathing and how those activities spread the virus. Dr. 

Carroll speaks on testing, drugs being used as treatment, and vaccines.  

4/15/2020, 8:00am, 18 minutes – Scott Saiki/ The Hawaii economy 

Scott Saiki is Speaker of the House in the Hawaii legislature. He talks about the state of the 

economy in Hawaii, the challenges of residents and businesses, especially small businesses. 

What will it take to reopen the state? What will that look like? What are the challenges to 

opening up again? Hawaii needs to show outsiders that it’s a safe place before opening up. How 

will the layoffs affect the state’s tax revenue? He addresses the problems and challenges at the 

state’s unemployment office. Saiki also addresses the impact of shutting down the tourism 

market.  

4/16/2020, 8:00am, 31 minutes – Dr. Steven Bradley/ Services available in west Oahu 

Dr. Bradley is Chief Medical officer at the Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health center. What 

are the local challenges for the west side relative to the coronavirus? He details the general 

services available to residents. What are the needs of the west side? The Native Hawaiian 

population is strong on the west side. What are the challenges affecting that populace? How have 

they used telemedicine during this pandemic? 

4/17/20, 8:00am, 29 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green 

Hawaii Lt. Gov. Josh Green visits for his weekly update on the coronavirus in Hawaii. He 

applauds the efforts of Hawaii residents in applying all the recommendations to help limit the 

spread of the virus. He addresses testing in Hawaii, the number and the limitations. The LG gives 



KUMU KOKUA 
QUARTERLY REPORT 
APR/MAY/JUN 2020 
KUMU HONOLULU 

 

 

his prediction on how and when Hawaii might start to open up again. He reminds people of the 

importance of wearing a mask and how it helps limit the spread.  

4/20/20, 8:00am, 19 minutes – Christina Kishimoto / Schools & education during the 

pandemic 

Kishimoto is Superintendent of the Department of Education in Hawaii. What is the impact of 

COVID-19 on the public school system in Hawaii? What are the challenges the schools are 

seeing? She talks about the “grab & go” lunch program. How does Hawaii get its students get 

back to school? How is distance learning going during the pandemic? How does the DOE 

support parents while they’re doing the teaching while on lockdown. Hawaii is entering the 

graduation period. What does graduation look like during the coronavirus lockdown and social 

distancing? What does the future look like relative to the coronavirus?  

4/21/20, 8:00am, 33 minutes – Janina Abiles / Human Resources issues during the 

pandemic 

Janina Abiles is Director of HR and Training at ProService Hawaii, a human resources services 

company. She discusses the areas in HR that companies and people might be challenged by 

during the pandemic. Abiles details some of the services that ProService offers free to those who 

need it. What’s the difference between “laid off” and “furlough”? What are the big issues that 

employers are facing? What is the PPP loan all about? She discusses the issues for businesses 

and employees when it comes to working from home.  

4/22/20, 8:00am, 31 minutes – Sen. Mazie Hirono / Congressional update 

Hawaii’s US Senator Mazie Hirono updates us on what the federal government is doing to battle 

the coronavirus. She touches on the payroll protection plan and the next round of relief that 

might come from the federal government. What is the federal government doing about testing on 

a national level? Is bi-partisan cooperation in our future when it comes to relief efforts? What 

kind of feedback is the senator getting from Hawaii residents? She talks about help that might 

come for Hawaii’s tourism industry. 

4/23/20, 8:00am, 36 minutes – Dr. Lina Miyakawa / The challenge to Health Care workers  

Lina Miyakawa is an ICU doctor in New York. She’s in the heat of battle against COVID-19. 

What kinds of situations is she seeing as a doctor in such a hot spot? What are the challenges that 

hospitals see during the pandemic? She describes what the disease looks like, who it affects, the 

process for covid patients. She addresses the myths that are being perpetuated. She offers 

anecdotes from her time treating patients for coronavirus. 

4/26/20, 8:00am, 29 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green 

Hawaii Lt. Gov. Josh Green provides his weekly update on Hawaii’s fight against Covid-19. 

What is the outlook for loosening restrictions? The LG addresses some of the confusion that 

exists between the state and city’s conflicting information. He addresses the tourism lockdown-

how it has affected Hawaii and how it has helped fight the spread of the virus. What needs to 

happen before people go back to work? Recommendations on how to test for coronavirus. How 

will travel to a Hawaii be affected in the coming weeks?  
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4/27/20, 8:00am, 19 minutes – Jill Wright / Homelessness & COVID-19 

Jill Wright is the Director of Philanthropy and Community Relations for the Institute for Human 

Services. She outlines the homeless situation in Hawaii, what IHS does, and how they’re helping 

during the coronavirus crisis. Wright talks about the increase in requests for services.  

4/28/20, 8:00am, 22 minutes – Lisa Kimura / Aloha United Way’s response to COVID-19 

Lisa Kimura is VP of Community Impact for AUW. She talks about the 211 service that is 

available to all, including people who are impacted by the coronavirus. She answers the question 

of what Hawaii residents are most concerned about. How is AUW helping with when people 

have rent or mortgage due? What has been the impact at AUW as far as donations is concerned? 

How is AUW helping with Hawaii’s senior population?    

4/29/20, 8:00am, 39 minutes – Governor David Ige / The State response to coronavirus 

The governor gives an update on the state’s efforts to battle Covid-19. He addresses the conflict 

he seems to have with Honolulu’s mayor. He gives an update on the activity at the hospitals-ICU 

occupancy, ventilator use, overall capacity and the readiness of hospitals to be ready for an 

outbreak. What is the outlook for the state relative to recovery? The governor addresses the 

impact of the shutdown on the state. Unemployment has skyrocketed. The antiquated 

unemployment insurance system. When will businesses start to open up again? What will it look 

like when our tourism market opens up? 

4/30/20, 8:00am, 40 minutes – Anthony Nelson / Disinfecting Your Space 

Anthony Nelson is Chief Commercial Officer at Premier Restoration Hawaii. They’re a 

mitigation and restoration company. But they also offer disinfecting services. What kind of 

guidelines should people adhere to? Cleaning and disinfecting-what’s the difference and how do 

people apply those at home? Safety measures to take while cleaning your home. What do 

businesses need to do to keep their areas clean? He reminds listeners about the required amount 

of alcohol to look for disinfectants.  
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MAY 2020 

5/4/20, 8:00am, 29 minutes – Alice Inoue / Work-Life Balance 

Alice Inoue is the Executive Coach at Life-Work Success and the founder of Happiness U. 

Several weeks into the statewide shutdown because of the coronavirus, people are getting 

impatient, stressed, and anxious. How do people cope during the pandemic? How do people find 

happiness during this pandemic? What is the predominant question that arises out of the 

coronavirus? She presents the coping mechanisms: Accept/Adapt/Allow and expounds on each.  

5/5/20, 8:00am, 37 minutes – Nancy Kreidman / Domestic Violence 

Nancy Kreidman is CEO of the Domestic Violence Action Center. Domestic violence is up 

during the stay-at-home order. How do victims get help? How to navigate the legal process. 

What are the situations that victims are up against? What can victims do to get immediate help? 

Are kupuna being abused and how do they get help?   

5/6/20, 8:00am, 32 minutes – Alan Oshima / Economic Recovery 

Alan Oshima is the state appointed “navigator” for Hawaii’s economic recovery. What will 

Hawaii’s path be toward economic recovery? He talks about different “playbooks” available for 

different industries that businesses can access to help them reopen. What are the best practices 

for different industries? He talks about the coordination process between the different 

government agencies. How will our tourism industry reopen and what are the challenges facing 

tourism?  

5/7/20, 8:00am, 49 minutes – Scott Murakami / Unemployment Frustrations  

Scott Murakami is the Director of Dept of Labor and Industrial Relations for Hawaii. He updates 

listeners on the situation of the unemployment office. The unemployment insurance office has 

been deluged with claims due to the coronavirus layoffs. He describes the antiquated system and 

explains what their department is dealing with and what kinds of solutions are being 

implemented. And he reviews the claims process in the covid context.  

5/8/20 – Lt. Gov. Josh Green 

It’s the weekly update from the Lt. Gov. He addresses some of the reopening of Hawaii, as the 

state has done well to limit the spread of coronavirus. He contrasts that with the spread on the 

mainland, which is seeing some very disturbing increases. How does the mainland reaction affect 

Hawaii? What are some of the indirect side effects of this shutdown? Suicide, abuse, increased 

alcoholic consumption, etc. At this point, what kind of activities can we open up? What can 

Hawaii expect with the local economy? And the tourism economy? How does Hawaii avoid 

future spread of the virus? 

5/11/20, 8:00am, 34 minutes – Kent Hironaka / Dentistry During Covid  

Kent Hironaka is a practicing local dentist. He describes what going to the dentist might look 

like during and after the pandemic. He details what practices he and some dentists will employ 

while patients are having their dental exams.  
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5/12/20, 8:00am, 32 minutes – Pankaj Bhanot /  

Pankaj Bhanot is the Director of Human Services for the State of Hawaii. He describes the 

function of DHS. They oversee and regulate all the public assistance programs. The Human 

Services department was created for times like this pandemic where people find themselves in 

need of income, housing, food, or other types of assistance. He describes some of the things the 

department has done to expedite the assistance process. Bhanot also lists some of the benefits 

that are available to victims of the fallout of the coronavirus pandemic.  

5/13/20, 8:00am, 25 minutes – Scott Saiki / Update on the State response to Covid crisis 

Speaker of the House, Scott Saiki, details the special, limited session of the house and some of 

the tasks our legislature is working on to address the financial challenges people are facing, as 

well as the challenge the state itself is facing because of the drop in tax revenue. What is the 

economic outlook for Hawaii for the rest of 2020 and beyond? He addresses the financing and 

logistics of reopening the economy, which includes testing for the virus. He reviews the possible 

use of a color-coded plan for reopening. What is the outlook for opening Hawaii’s tourist 

industry?  

5/14/20, 8:00am, 24 minutes – Tina Yamaki / The Retail Outlook as Hawaii reopens 

Tina Yamaki is the President of the Retail Merchants of Hawaii. She details the scope of retail’s 

importance to the state. What does reopening look like for retailers? What can Hawaii expect 

from stores as they reopen? She talks about the guidance retailers will be using as they reopen. 

Yamaki talks about how retailers deal with customers who might be flaunting the guidelines 

(wearing masks, keeping distance). The importance of supporting local retailers.  

5/15/20, 8:00am, 32 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green / Weekly covid update 

This is a weekly update from the Lt. Gov. He speaks about the reopening of Hawaii and mental 

health concerns due to economic issues and social isolation. He also answers questions like: Is it 

okay to go to the beach? When will medium risk businesses like bowling alleys be safe? What 

about graduation parties? How do we rectify reopening and going to malls when the stay at home 

order was extended until June 30? As for reopening to tourism, he explains there are new 

protocols that will be happening at the airport for health and safety. He speaks about the opening 

of Aloha Free Clinic, to assist those who cannot afford healthcare now. 

5/18/20, 8:00am, 24 minutes – Ashley Mika Ho / Distance Learning 

Ashley Mika Ho is a secondary teacher and founder of Distance Learning Forum. It’s an online 

community of teachers and parents who are now challenged with distance learning in the home. 

She talks about how to approach distance learning in the context of covid. She encourages 

parents to ease up on the pressures they put on themselves as the teacher in home. She talks 

about what to do with Summer coming up. She reminds parents that teachers are still available 

for both students and parents.  

5/19/20, 8:00am, 30 mins - Mayor Kirk Caldwell / The City’s Covid Update 
 

Mayor Kirk Caldwell discusses the emergency order and how it’s a Stay-At-Home Work-At-

Home Order but it’s a way to open up slowly and safely. He speaks about how we’ll need to be 
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aggressive in testing for a while and contact trace. Who is calling the shots on how the economy 

is reopening? Why does the Honolulu County sometimes make decisions ahead of the state? 

What are the Rental Assistance and Rehabilitation Loan Branches? What do they do? They 

discuss reopening Oahu’s economy.  

 

5/24/20, 8:00am, 28 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green / State Covid Update 

A weekly update from the Lt. Gov. describing reopening. How do we make tourism safe? 

Airports are going to have a better screening and more rigorous process. He is urging inter-island 

travel quarantine to be gone within the next week and speaks of future plans for COVID 

screening. How important is mask use? How concerning is a second wave? How will the 

COVID-19 crisis be affected by the hurricane season? How will it affect hurricane shelters? He 

answers these questions and speaks about the Aloha Free Clinic opening and how you can 

volunteer if you’re a healthcare worker. He speaks about why it’s a bad idea to take 

hydroxychloroquine to prevent COVID and about its side effects.  

 

5/31/20, 8:00am, 33 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green / State Covid Update 

Lt. Gov. provides a short summary of our state and COVID cases and updates. He speaks about 

how some people are asymptomatic. When can inter-island travel resume? When can quarantine 

for those from the mainland end? He stresses how you need to wear masks and how important it 

is to do so when you go out in public. Resuming public school, sports and marching band is also 

discussed. 
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JUNE 2020 

 

6/1/20 - 25 mins, Angela Keen, Hawaii Quarantine Kapu Breakers  
Angela Keen runs the Hawaii Quarantine Kapu Breakers on Facebook that watches for people 

who are watching for quarantine breakers. They discuss how it got started about why it was 

started. She talks about how people were caught on social media and several stories about people 

who were caught. They have an email address called quarantinebreakers@gmail.com and how it 

works. She stresses how it’s about safety, not civil rights and how you shouldn’t confront people 

in person. Documentation is important.  

6/7/20, 8:00am, 47 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green / State Covid Update 

Lt. Gov. Josh Green comes in with another COVID update. They discuss the opening of inter-

island travel and mainland travel. They discuss the next phase of reopening to tourism. What 

would need to be done when we open to mainland travel? What are the issues with requiring 

tests for travelers? How can we open international travel safely? They discuss fall travel plans 

and safety screenings. A listener asks about sports and resuming football, a listener asks about 

gyms and if it’s safe, a listener asks about massages and how safe it is. 

6/15/20, 8:00am, 45 mins - Dr. Akiemi Glenn, Executive Director of the Popolo Project 
Dr. Akiemi Glenn speaks about her history and her Doctorate in Linguistics. What is the 

meaning behind the name of the Popolo Project? She speaks about what the Popolo Project does. 

They discuss Black Lives Matter. They also discuss the article “Want To be Less Racist? Move 

to Hawaii” and Dr. Akiemi Glenn explains her response to it. What are some misunderstandings 

that apply to race and how does that apply to here in Hawaii? They discuss the previous panel 

last night and HPD. How do we be better allies? They ask Dr. Akiemi Glenn about her opinion 

on this movement and if she thinks it will be the changing point. They discuss their Juneteenth 

celebration and what Juneteenth is.  

 

6/14/20, 8:00am, 31 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green / State Covid Update 

We get an update on the state of Hawaii’s efforts to battle COVID-19 in Hawaii. Discussions 

include opening the state to visitors to the state, the risks of opening the state, how it might look. 

Will Hawaii be able to test incoming visitors? What does traveling away from Hawaii look like 

for residents, especially on returning to the islands? How long can the Hawaii economy last 

during shutdown and how can businesses open?  

 

6/21/20, 8:00am, 31 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green / State Covid Update 

Another weekly update with Lt. Gov. Josh Green, they discuss surges and clusters in cases. He 

stresses wearing a mask when out of your house. A listener asks about health issues and being 

exempt from wearing masks. What are the guidelines for nursing homes? They discuss the 

proposal about bringing people back to Hawaii and getting COVID testing 4 days after they 

return to possibly shorten the 14 day quarantine. When will sports come back? What might the 

protocols look like? What about chorus and band classes? What about live music and those who 

mailto:quarantinebreakers@gmail.com
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rely on it? They speak about implementing plans to end the travel quarantine. They discuss the 

Aloha Free Clinic and how you can get an appointment (by emailing 

alohafreeclinic@gmail.com).  

 

6/25/20, 8:00am, 25 minutes - Dr. Emily Brewer, Aloha Free Clinic  
Dr. Emily Brewer speaks about the Aloha Free Clinic, how it got started, where it is and the 

services being offered. There are free medications and labs available. They discuss the response 

and how they’ve been able to take patients. What qualifies someone to become a patient? How 

can people help?  

 

6/28/20, 8:00am, 32 minutes – Lt. Gov. Josh Green / State Covid Update 

The LG addresses the state's plan to open up the tourist economy and the multiple challenges that 

go along with that. He also answers listeners’ questions regarding testing, quarantine, penalties 

for quarantine breakers, and the challenges residents are having in light of opening up our local 

economy. The LG also talks about the recent uptick in Covid-19 cases in Hawaii and the rest of 

the nation. He answers the question, at what point does the state look at the increases in cases 

and say "that's enough, we have to change things"? 

mailto:alohafreeclinic@gmail.com

