
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service carried on all three transmitters: 4th Quarter 2020.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut. Cambridge Forum 
comes from WGBH Boston. Here are program topics from the shows that aired in 
October, November and December 2020.

1) LIVING WHILE BLACK - Clint Smith is a writer and teacher. He currently teaches 
writing and literature in the DC Central Detention facility. His essays, poems, and 
scholarly writing have been published in The New Yorker, The New York Times 
Magazine, The Atlantic. (Aired 10/3/20)  

2) CUZ 1 - Danielle Allen, Director of the Safra Center for Ethics at Harvard, discusses 
her new memoir “CUZ”. The book tells the story of the untimely death of her young 
cousin, Michael, on the streets of Los Angeles in 2009. A “deadly double helix” of 
narcotics and street gangs ultimately entrapped her cousin, as with countless others, 
leading to his incarceration and death. Does our justice system perpetuate the injustices 
it is meant to address? (Aired 10/10/20)

3) CUZ 2 - Danielle Allen, Director of the Safra Center for Ethics at Harvard,  continues 
the discussion of her new memoir “CUZ” about a  “deadly double helix” of narcotics and 
street gangs that entrapped her cousin, as with countless others, leading to his 
incarceration and death. Does our system of justice perpetuate the injustices it is meant 
to address? (Aired 10/17/20) 

4) DOES COVID-19 SIGNAL THE END OF THE AMERICAN ERA?  - Cultural 
anthropologist WADE DAVIS recently attracted global attention with his opinion piece in 
Rolling Stone magazine raising this question: Does Covid-19 signal the end of the 
American era? Why did he ask this disturbingly profound question and why has it struck 
a chord around the world? (Aired 10/24/20)

5) TOO MUCH INFORMATION?  Cass Sunstein examines the effects of excessive 
information in our lives.  Policymakers emphasize the public “right to know” but Sunstein 
takes a different tack, arguing that the focus should be on human well-being and the 
information that contributes to it. (Aired 10/31/20)

6) TRUST IN A POLARIZED AGE 1  - Have we have reached a low in terms of trusting 
our politicians and the media? Are we caught in a downward spiral that must end in 
institutional decay, or can we restore trust through our shared social institutions? 
Political philosopher Kevin Vallier and political scientist Jane Mansbridge warn  that 
”listening only to one’s own side can generate dangerous amounts of unrealism.” (Aired 
11/7/20)

7) TRUST IN A POLARIZED AGE 2 – Kevin Vallier, author, political philosopher at 
Bowling Green State University and Jane Mansbridge, a Harvard political scientist and 



one of the world’s most prominent scholars of democratic theory reflect on the state of 
trust and polarization as Americans come to terms with the election. (Aired 11/14/20) 

8) MAGDALENA: RIVER OF DREAMS - Cultural anthropologist Wade Davis’ latest 
book, “MAGDALENA: River of Dreams” brings to life the story of the great Río 
Magdalena, illuminating Colombia’s complex past, present, and future. (Aired 11/21/20)

9) WAR AGAINST SCIENCE - A conversation with environmental scientist Joel 
Clement and Andrew Rosenberg, Director for Science and Democracy at Union of 
Concerned Scientists. (Aired 11/28/20)

10) A SYNTHESIZING MIND 1  - Long an authority on the human mind, Howard 
Gardner  reflects on his own childhood and intellectual development in addition to a 
review of his groundbreaking work on multiple intelligences- including his own. (Aired 
12/5/20)

11) A SYNTHESIZING MIND 2 - Howard Gardner contends that a synthesizing mind, 
one possessing the ability to survey experiences and data across a wide range of 
disciplines and perspective, is particularly valuable at this time and proposes ways to 
cultivate a possibly unique human capacity. (Aired 12/12/20)

12) HOW TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONVERSATION 1 - Discover the art of building a 
good dialogue!   Fred Dust and Seth Henderson consider ways to have constructive 
conversations which are critical to problem-solving in all sorts of different settings from 
schools, to non-profits and governments. (Aired 12/19/20)

13) HOW TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS 2 - Author Fred Dust and Seth 
Henderson of the Better Arguments Project consider ways to have constructive 
conversations which are critical to problem-solving in all sorts of different settings from 
schools, to non-profits and governments. (Aired 12/26/20)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 9:45 AM and 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at 
http://www.wcny.org) Here are the programs that aired in October, November and 
December 2020.

1) The news broke in the middle of the night that the President tested positive 
for the Coronavirus. What now? What happens if he gets sick? What 
happens if he doesn't get sick and he quarantines for 14 days? Next, was 
the debate as bad as everyone has said? The panelists will not surprise you 
with their answer. Finally, a look at President Trump’s tax returns. Did he 
cheat the system? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
10/3)



2) The panelists discuss the President’s behavior after returning to the White 
House from the hospital after they cleared him of coronavirus. Next, they 
discuss the Vice Presidential candidates’ debate. Who performed well and 
does it make any difference in the long run? Finally, The Everson Museum 
sold a Jackson Pollack painting for 12 million. Is it a good idea for museums 
to sell art? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 10/10)

3) The panelists discuss Supreme Court nomination hearings that were held 
this week. Were there any surprises? Will Amy Coney Barrett be confirmed? 
Next, they talked about the Congressional race with John Katko and Dana 
Balter. What makes this race so important and who has the edge? Finally, 
Mayor Walsh decided to take down the Christopher Columbus statue in 
Syracuse; did he make the right decision? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 10/17) 

4) The panel talked about the last Trump - Biden debate before the election. 
Who won? Will it change anyone’s mind at this late stage? Next, a look at 
the polls. Will the same pattern repeat as in 2016? Will there be people who 
vote for Donald Trump who haven't said they would? Finally, they discuss 
why the money from the stimulus bill hasn't made it to the people of the 
United States. Whose fault is it? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 10/24)  

5) Election Show 1: The panelists handicap the Presidential race, along with 
looking at both the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives races. 
Then, they all make their predictions. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 10/31) 

6) Election Show 2: The panelists discuss the results or the lack of results from 
the election on Tuesday. They also talk about what takeaways they learned 
from the election and finally, did the pollsters get the election wrong?  
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 11/7)  

7) The panelists discuss the ongoing election that has not yet been conceded 
by President Trump. Next, they discuss the split that might be happening 
with the moderate and progressive Democrats. Finally, a word about Alex 
Trebek, the longtime host of “Jeopardy!”, who died this week after a long 
battle with pancreatic cancer. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 11/14)

8) The panelists discuss the rise in COVID cases in the area, and what we can 
do to keep this under control. Are wearing masks and social distancing 



enough? Next they talk about closing the gap when it comes to being paid 
equally. How can women, especially, get paid the same as men in some 
areas? Finally a look at the role of social media. Should they give warning 
messages when content needs it? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 11/21) 

9) The panel discusses the new Congress in January, where there will be a 
record number of Republican women sworn in as members. Next, they 
discuss just how tough the U.S. naturalization test is. Why is there one in 
the first place? Finally, a look at how college campuses are handling COVID 
19. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 11/28)    

10) The panelists discuss how the COVID-19 vaccine should be distributed, 
and if should it be mandatory. Next, they discuss a Supreme Court ruling 
that blocked Governor Cuomo from restricting attendance at religious 
services. Finally, it's been a month since the election, and we still don't 
know who won the NY 22nd Congressional District. What are the problems? 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 12/5) 

11) The panelists discuss the problems that occurred during the election that 
has the 22nd Congressional District still without a true winner. Next, is New 
York State getting overrun by the deer population? If so, what are the 
answers for controlling deer? Finally, each panelist takes a crack at how 
they would "fix" the United States of America. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of 
NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 12/12) 

12) The panelists discussed whether cops in school would be a good thing or a 
bad thing. Next, they talked about what kind of education are children 
receiving due to changes in teaching methods because of COVID. Finally, 
should the media show the ugly side of COVID, so people will take it more 
seriously? Are there obstacles for the media in showing the graphic images 
that would be needed to do this? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 12/19 and 12/26)

Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also 
posted on WCNY’s website as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together 
a mix of citizens to learn about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each 
program has a guest speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose 
questions after each talk. 



1) Topic: “Election Reform.”  Our guests were Dustin Czarny, Onondaga 
County Elections Commissioner (Democrat), and Michele Sardo, Onondaga 
County Elections Commissioner (Republican). (Aired 10/4/20) 

2) Guest: Adam Sudmann, market manager of the Salt City Market. He 
discussed the market and food hall, which will bring diverse meal options to 
downtown Syracuse. (Aired 10/11/20)

3) Topic: “Put the U Back in Syracuse”  Our guests were Merike Treier, 
executive director of the Downtown Committee, and Stephanie Crockett, 
managing director of the Syracuse Mower office, spoke about this initiative to 
promote support for local businesses. (Aired 10/18/20)

4) Topic: “The CNY Lyme and Tick-Borne Disease Alliance” Our guest was 
Saravanan Thangamani, Ph.D., professor and director of the SUNY Center 
for Environmental Health and Medicine at Upstate Medical University. He 
spoke about the collaborations of clinicians, scientists, foundations and 
community members, working to educate and advance the study of Lyme 
disease. (Aired 10/25/20)

5) Topic: “Art in the Age of a Pandemic” Our guests were Syracuse Stage’s 
executive director and artistic director, Jill Anderson and Bob Hupp; Point of 
Contact gallery’s director, Sara Felice; and CNY Jazz’s executive director, 
Larry Luttinger. They discussed the impact of COVID-19 on the arts in 
Syracuse. This was presented in Partnership with FOCUS Greater Syracuse 
and their Focus Forums. (Aired 11/1/20)

6) Guests: WCNY-TV “Ivory Tower” panelists Kristi Anderson, Bob Spitzer, 
Luke Perry and Nina Moore, moderated by Dave Chanatry. They discussed 
the recent election results. (Aired 11/8/20) 

7) Topic: “Native American Heritage Month” Our guest was Neal Powless, 
Syracuse University ombuds, who spoke about the history of the relationship 
between the Onondaga Nation and the surrounding community. (Aired 
11/15/20)

8) Topic: “Zogby Polling.” Our guest was John Zogby, founder and senior 
partner of John Zogby Strategies, who spoke about polling practices. (Aired 
11/22/20) (Note: No program for 11/29/20 due to Syracuse University’s 
Thanksgiving break)



9) Topic: “The State of Criminal Justice in Onondaga County”  Our guest was 
Onondaga County District Attorney William Fitzpatrick. (Aired 12/6/20)

10)Topic: “The State of the County”  Our guest was Onondaga County 
Executive Ryan McMahon. (Aired 12/13/20; this was the final TMR show 
until Syracuse University resumes classes in February 2021.)

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program broadcast from the 
Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third floor of the State Capitol 
in Albany. The host is David Lombardo. The show features interviews with important 
newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political reporters who work the 
Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state including The New York 
Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News Service and the Associated 
Press. It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the broadcast on various public 
radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It also runs at 11:15 AM on 
Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs monthly. According to 
the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, information and 
analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire State.  Tackling 
those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across the state, we will 
explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues unfolding at the 
state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain the perspective of 
those in government, labor and environmental organizations, community leadership, law 
and business, this program aims to shed light on potential solutions to the complex 
problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and experts lend their 
perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by David Chanatry, Professor of 
Journalism at Utica College, Director of the New York Reporting Project, and host of 
WCNY-TV’s “Ivory Tower.” Videos and podcasts of the show are available on WCNY’s 
website (http://www.wcny.org). Here are the Connect: NY programs for the third quarter 
of 2020: 

1) “New York’s Big Bet” Casinos all across New York state opened back up on 
September 9th, after a lengthy COVID-19 shutdown. With dice starting to roll 
again statewide, we discover what kind of impact the shutdown has had on 
casinos. The Connect: NY team also explores the future of sports betting as the 
push to legalize mobile sports wagering in the state heats up..(Audio aired on 
ReadOut at 1:45 PM on Monday, 10/26/20 and at 1:15 PM on Tuesday, 10/2720)

2) “COVID-19: A Mental Health Crisis” It’s been three months since the death of 
George Floyd at the hands of law enforcement. After his death, protests were 
held around the world standing against the use of excessive force among police 
officers. Fast forward three months, how has law enforcement responded to the 
public’s outcry for reform? (Audio aired on ReadOut at 1:45 PM on Tuesday, 



11/24/20; also on Saturday, 11/28/20 at 2:15 PM and Sunday, 11/29/20 at 12:15 
PM) 

3) “COVID-19: Surviving Through a Recession” On the December edition of 
Connect: NY: New York’s small businesses are facing an unprecedented 
economic disruption due to the Coronavirus outbreak. With mass layoffs and 
closures occurring, employers are left with more questions than answers. 
Businesses planned to seek funding through the Coronavirus Aid, but many are 
facing difficulties establishing eligibility. (Audio aired on ReadOut on Monday, 
12/21/20 at 1:45 PM; Tuesday, 12/22/20 at 1:15 PM and Wednesday, 12/23/20 
at 1:15 PM) 

Cycle of Health is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. WCNY’s Cycle of Health 
features emotional, first-hand accounts of medical stories, informative discussions with 
health professionals, and the latest in medical science and technology. Viewers can 
learn how the medical community in Central New York is pushing the boundaries of 
what’s possible in healthcare today. Hosted by Dr. Rich O’Neill, Cycle of Health 
explores the topics most important to Central New Yorkers through dynamic story 
telling. Viewers are treated to new ways to improve physical and mental health, tips 
about nutrition, and fitness programs to get the entire family up and moving.. Audio from 
the half-hour show runs on ReadOut on Friday at 2:15 PM, with repeats on Sunday at 
midnight, 7:00 AM, and 1:45 PM; Monday at 7:30 AM; and Friday at 2:15 PM.  Videos of 
each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind, 
and is hosted by Mike Duke. This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting 
blind people and people with low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, 
Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 

Sound Body is a program from WXXI in Rochester, NY. Each week, host Louise Craig 
shares information to help you manage your overall health and well-being. It airs on 
ReadOut on Sundays at 7:30 AM, and on Saturdays at 6:15 PM. 

Enabled is a program from WXXI in Rochester, NY. Each week, host Nancy Zimmer 
takes a deep look into services, products and issues affecting people with vision loss 
and other disabilities. It airs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 9:15 AM. 


